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EPRa ‘big
leap forward’
to eliminate

plastlc waste
mm\rﬂuh i

< f Syf embtacing the I-:xtended Producer
'ﬁity(EPR)Ac;ofzmand the cir-_
cular economy, Senator Cynthia Villar said
"we are ready to pave theway fora more sus-
tainable future.”

"The EPR law is not a burden but a call
to partnership and cooperation, reco,
that we all have a role to play," Villar said,
adding that the time to act is now. '

Villar was the guest speaker during the
recent EPR Act of 2022 Campaign Launch at
Conrad Hotel, Pasay City.

Villar saxd the theme of the event orga-
nized by the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) and UNDF was
""LOOPFORWARD: Linking Opportunities and
Partnerships Towards Circular through EPR."

Villar exhorted everyone to unite in sup-
porting the EPR Act and in advancing a cir-
cular economy.

""Thislaw offersabetter approach to plastic
wastemanagementﬂlanmemlyexpecnngmr—
izens to segregateand manageit, orleaving the
local government units across our more than
seven thousand islands to handle overwhelm-
ing plasticwaste," said Villar, principal author
and sponsor of EPR or Republic Act No. 11898.

Without an EPR system, she considered
as "messyand costly" collecting packaging
waste in an archipelago like the Philippines.

EPR places the responsibility for prod-
ucts squarely on the manufacturers- from
creation to disposal. .
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the agency is assembling a team of scien-
tists and experts to conduct a cumulative
impact assessment of Manila Bay reclama-
tion projects.

“So, we have started to talk to the dif-
ferent scientists that will be part of that,”
she said.

Asked if the government will halt rec-
lamation projects if there is a negative im-
pact based on the cumulative assessment,
Loyzaga said: “I think what's important is
reclamation has a certain value, obviously
in terms of the economy.”

Include fisherfolk
Fishers” group Pangisda Pilipinas on
Monday called on Loyzaga to include
fisherfolk leaders in the panel, which
will review all the reclamation projects
in Manila Bay.

“Based on the previous experience,
officials said reviews on the projects
were done but in reality, no assessment
was made. We were part of the problem
that was created, we should then be part
of the solution to be implemented,” Pan-
gisda Pilipinas national chairman Pablo
Rosales said.

Loyzaga on Friday said the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Re-
sources will form a team to assess all
ongoing reclamation projects amid the
controversial issue on the Manila Water-
front City Reclamation Project, adding
that the composition of the team will be
announced soon.

“We can only say that the pronounce-
ment (of Secretary Loyzaga) is true if the
review of the panel starts. Why is it only
now that this policy is made after many
islands have sprouted in the Manila Bay
and already displaced 100,000 fisher-
men?” Rosales said.

Rosales also welcomed the concern of
the United States embassy on the environ-
mental impact of the project, as well the
involvement of China Communications
Construction Co.

He said that fishers’ groups are prepar-
ing to file cases betore the Supreme Court
against those involved in reclamation
projects in Manila Bay.

Reclamation projects do not benetit
ordinary people as mostly casinos, hotels
and other commercial establishments are
being built in the bay, he said.

— With Bella Cariaso
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‘Reclamation to cause 8-meter floods’

By Macon Ramos-Araneta

ENATOR Cynthia Villar yesterday warned that a six- to
eight-meter flood in Las Pifias City and other nearby areas
could likely happen if the ongoing reclamation in Manila Bay

reaches her hometown.

Villar, the-chairperson of the Senate
Commistee: on the Enviromment and
natural resources, has been strongly
objecting to any reclamation project
at Manila Bay.

“I'm taking them [to the Supreme
Court]. If they don’t revise [their plan|,
we have no choice. Will I allow my
hometown to be submerged in a six-foot
flood?” she said.

“If they continue with the reclama-
tion in our part of Manila Bay, there
will be no outlet for our four rivers.
It was predicted there will be six o
eight meters of flooding. Six meters is
[equivalent to a| three-story building,”
Villar added.

She said she already raised her con-

- cern with President Ferdinand Marcos

Jr. and Environment Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga,

“1 told them we are a legislated pro-
tected area. We are entitled to a buffer

zone of three kilometers provided for
by the DENR,” she said.

The Las Pinas-Parafiaque Wetland
Park is a protected area recognized as
a Wetland of International Importance
during the Unesco Ramsar Convention.

According to the senator, her com-
mittee will conduct a public hearing on
the ongoing reclamation project.

She said she agrees with the obser-
vation of Justice Secretary Crispin Re-
mulla that the awarding of the contracts
for the reclamation project was rushed.
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SUSPEND
RECLAMATION,
ENRURGED

By Jll;l!_.__ﬁ_llti_ﬁﬁ .
_ @janebautistalNQ

An environmental group reit-
erated its call for the Depart-
ment of Environment and -

' Natural Resources (DENR] 0
put the ongoing reclamation
projects in Manila Bay on hold

. as the agency conducts a cu-
mulative impact assessment
on these activities.

 Kalikasan People’s Network
for the Environment (Kalikasan
PNE) expressed alarm over the
involvement of a Chinese con- .
struction company in the recla-
mation activities in Manila Bay.
The same company was found
to be involved in the construc-
tion of artificial islands in the |

. West Philippine Sea. '
_ “It is quite alarming that
the very same company
_ wrecking ecosystems in the
West Phl,hppme Sea is operat-
ing right here, legally, in plain
sight in Manila Bay,” Jon Bon-
ifacio, national coordinator of
Kalikasan PNE, said in a state-
‘ment on Sunday.

“This is an insult not only

to our natural heritage but
.also to our national sover-
eignty,” he said. -

The group urged the zoV-
ernment to suspend China
Communications Cpnsz:cuo- i
tion Co. an d for a :q::r-
atorium on all ongou]g recla- |
mation projects. NQ
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Floods: The new epidemic

SEGUNDO ECLARROMERO |

The recent flooding of the North Luzon Expressway m San Simon, Pampanga, serves as a wake-up call 1o the worsening
environmental situation in the area. This region is part of the Candaba Swamp, which acts as a natural lood retention
basin, holding the overflow from five smaller rivers before draining into the Pampanga River. The Pampanga River, in
turn, flows into Manila Bay, creating a complex network that leads to perennial flooding in the towns of Pampanga,
Bulacan, and Nueva Ecija.

The ongoing infrastructural transformations in the Manila Bay area such as massive reclamation projects and the
construction of the New Manila International Airport in Bulacan, raise concerns about their impact on the already
vulnerable environmental conditions. Environmental Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga suggests suspending the
reclamation projects until a comprehensive evaluation of their cumulative impact is conducted. However, companiss
involved in the reclamation projects argue that they have complied with all regulations and possess environmental
compiiance certificates (ECC) from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources.

Floods have become a new epidemic in the Philippines and many other regions around the world. Frequent flooding is
affecting nations across Asia, Africa, North and South America. and Europe. The Philippines is no exception, with
towns in Bulacan and Pampanga remaining flooded for decades, particularly after the eruption of Mount Pinatubo 32
years ago, which significantly altered river basins and reversed floodwater flows. In addition, the loss of mangroves and
over extraction of groundwater have contributed to land subsidence and further flooding.

The boiling frog syndrome illustrates people’s limited response to slow-onset disasters like rising floodwaters. When
faced with intermittent floods, individuals tend to overlook the gradual changes and underestimate the long-term
implications. Communities alongside Manila Bay have constructed dikes and dams, incrementally raising the level of
reads to combat the floods, but these measures have hindered water from receding and exacerbated the situation,

Irmmediate onset disasters, like earthquakes or sudden flash tloods, prompt immediate action and emergency responses,
i contrast, siow-onset disasters unfold gradually, and their effects may not be immediately apparent. leading to delays
in taking collective action. The boiling frog syndrome is particularly evident in areas where slow-rising floodwaters
occur intermutiently, as people tend to consider the floods manageable and focus on short-term fixes,

The floods not only disrupt lives, livelihoods, and economies but also have significant health implications, bringing
diseases like leptospirosis and athlete’s foot. Additionally, floods crode confidence in govemment officials and
collective strategies for disaster response, reinforcing the belief that it is every person for himself.

The mandate from the Supreme Court to clean up Manila Bay, including its rivers, was a game-changing order.
However, the objective should go beyond mere cleanup for aesthetic and recreational purposes, It should encompass
mitigation actions to reverse environmental damage and prevent further flooding in the Bulacan and Pampanga region.

The lack of attention to floods in government discourse, such as in President Marcos™ State of the Nation Address,
reflects the perception that floods are & transient problem. This attitude needs to change. Slow-onset disasters like floods
demand proactive and sustained efforts to mitigate risks and build resilience. To combat the flood epidemic, a collective
approach involving regional, provingial, city, and municipal authorities is essential,

The science community and academia should engage with national disaster risk reduction and management officials in
helping local communities understand their chailenges and come up with feasible and sustainable flood management
strategies.

The global typhoon and flood crisis have made floods a new epidemic, affecting communities worldwide, including the
Philippines. The recent flooding in San Simon serves as a reminder to inconvenienced motorists and townsfolk of the
worsening environmental situation in the region. The ongoing infrastructural developments in the Manila Bay area raise
serious concerns about their impact on flooding. At the level of civic engagement, the absence of the ability and readiness
for community self-mobilization must be reversed so people can respond effactively to slow-onset disasters,

Té address this crisis, a holistic approach is required, involving local communities and govemment authorities.
Mitigation cfforts should go beyond cleaning up Manila Bay to reverse environmental damage and prevent future
flooding. Recognizing floods as a persistent and pervasive flagship concem by the government at the national and local
levels is key to building resilience and finding sustainable solutions not only to the flood epidemic but those myriad
vexations that defeat and stultify the Filipinos® coliective spirit and action, ’




SR 1\ T ATIVES
SERViCL

TITLE:

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

The Manila Thines

UPPER

@]

PAGE

lO\N‘El

FAG-E 1 EDITORIAL CARTODN

STORY

BANNER
STORY

08 508293

DATE

A noise filter for‘the_reclamati_on Coht'roversy’?

AST week, what sounded like
potential 'scandal erupted
following a statement from the
US Embassy expressing “concern”
over the l'arge-&cale reclamation
Pprojects being constructed in
Manila Bay. The contractor doing
most of the work to create the ar-
tificial islands in the bay has been
blacklisted by the US government
for its substantial role in building
China’s illegal artificial islands
in the South China Sea. The
implication of the statement,
of course, was|that the Philip-
pines should not be allowing the

same firm to do exactly the same-

kind of work that, in a sense,

epitomizes the long-simmering

maritime dispute between the

Philippines and China right on

the capital’s doorstep.

For the sake of clarity, of which
there has been precious little so far
in this entire story, this is what the
news reports from August 3 and
4 said to set off the controversy:

“US Embassy spokesman Kan-
ishka Gangopadhyay, in a state-
ment on Wednesday, said, ‘We
have expressed concerns about
the potential negative long-term
and irreversible impacts [of the
reclamation projects] to the envi-
ronment, the resilience to natural
hazards of Manila and nearby
- areas, and to commerce.

“'We are also concerned that

ROUGH
~ TRADE

BEN
KRITZ

the projects have ties to the China
Communications Construction
Co., which has been added to the

US Department of Commerce’s.
Entity List for its role in helping

the Chinese military constructand
militarize artificial islands in the
South China Sea, he said,
“Gangopadhyay added, ‘The
company has also been cited by
the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank for engaging
in fraudulent business practices!
“We continue to support high

- quality, sustainable and transpar-

ent investments to benefit the
Filipino people and will continue
to engage with the appropriate au-
thorities on this matter, he said.”

The projects in question

There are about a dozen reclama-
tion projects currently ongoing in
Manila Bay, but the US Embassy’s
“concerns” seem to be directed at
three of them in particular. The
first is a $1 billion, 360-hectare
area being developed by SM Prime
Holdings offshore from the Mall

of Asia complex; China Com-

munications Construction Co.

(CCCC) subsidiary China Harbor

Engineering Co. is one of two firms
doing the construction work there.

The second is the 265-hectare
Pasay Harbor City Reclamation
Project (PHCRP), which is a joint
venture between Pasay City and
Pasay Harbor City Corp., which
is, in turn, a joint venture of Uden-

~ na Development Corp., Ulticon

Builders Inc., and China Harbor
Engineering Co. As Udenna and

Ulticon are headed by former pres-

ident Rodrigo Duterte’s cronies
Dennis Uy and brothers Carlos
and Raul Gonzalez, respectively,
the ex-president’s flip-flop in
2022 from rejecting any reclama-
tion projects to allowing anyone
with a boat and a shovel to start
piling up mud in the bay might
now make more sense.

The third project, and the one
that has both received the harsh-
est public criticism and probably
concerns the US Embassy the
most, as it is being built right
outside the embassy’s back door,
is the 318-hectare Manila Water-
front City Project, a partnership
between China First Highway
Engineer Co. Ltd., another CCCC
subsidiary, and Waterfront Ma-
nila Premier Development Inc.

The latter company is led by the

Gatchalian clan, a fact that has

seemingly become awkward for,
Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian in light of

-recent developments, prompting

him to publicly disavow having
anything to do with that part of the
family’s business in a news report
in Philstar on August 4.

Who has
blacklisted who?

Upon fact=checking the statement
from the US Embassy, it is revealed
that whatwas said mav be consid-
ered not entirely accurate. The US
Department of Commerce's Entity
List that the embassy spokesman
referred to is called the “BIS List,”
with “BIS” referring to the com-
merce department’s Bureau of
Industry and Security. It is true
that CCCC'appears on the most
recent publicly available version

of the BIS List (dated May 19,

2023), but the prohibition does
not apply generally to the entire
CCCC group, which has nearly
two dozen subsidiaries, but in-
stead specifies six particular ones,
which have a total of 11 “aliases,”
or presumed sub-companies,
among them. Neither China Har-
bor Engineering Co. nor China
First Highway Engineer Co. Ltd.

appears among those.
So, it is literally true that “the
projects have ties to the China
»Kril zA6
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Communications Construction
Co.,” but it is not true that the
entire CCCC “has been added to
the US Department of Commerce's
Entity List.” Only certain parts of
it have, and those do not include
the two currently making a mess
of Manila Bay.

However, what the US Embassy
did not mention, and probably
should have, is that the entire
CCCC group does appear on a
different blacklist, the US Treasury
Department'’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC) sanctions
list. The effect of that list, for what
it's worth, is that named entities
and persons are prohibited from
doing any business with any US
party; besides the sanctions, which
are their own penalty, any person
or company from the US doing
business with anyone on the list
is also subject to severe penalties.

Now;, as for the assertion that,
“The company has also been cited

~ by the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank for engaging in

fraudulent business practices,” this -

is also literally true, but the way it
was expressed is quite misleading.
In 2011, the World Bank black-
listed “China Communications
Construction Company (CCCC)
Ltd., and all its subsidiaries, for
fraudulent practices under Phase 1
of the Philippines National Roads
Improvement and Management
Project.” The penalty, which is
properly called debarment, was
for eight years, beginning Jan. 12,
2009 and ending Jan. 12, 2017.

- That debarment and what led
to it are another entire saga, one
that will be interesting to discuss
in the coming days and weeks, but
we'll set that aside for now. The sa-
lient point here is that, as of now,
neither CCCC nor any of its sub-
sidiaries are on the World Bank's
debarment list. Furthermore, the

only reason the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) was mentioned
is because the multilateral devel-
opment banks, or at least most of
them, cooperate with each other

' to guard against shady actors. If

one debars a particular contractor,
the others will also add it to their
own lists in what is referred to as
“cross-debarment.” I would not
swear that CCCC or its various
parts have not been debarred at
some point by ADB in connection
with an ADB-funded project, but
as far as I could determine from

' the publicly available database,

tiey HeRoTbect:
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So, to summarize: The two com-
panies in question, China Harbor
Engineering Co. and China First
Highway Engineer Co. Ltd., which
are subsidiaries of CCCC, do not
appear on the US Department of
Commerce list of prohibited firms,
contrary to the statement of the
US Embassy. The parent company
CCCC does appear on the OFAC
sanction list, and that presumably
applies to all of CCCC's subsid-
iaries, but that is not what the
US Embassy said. There are cur-
rently no other known blacklists
or other sanctions lists that apply
to China Harbor Engineering Co.
and China First Highway Engineer
Co. Ltd., although further research
may reveal something.

What all of that means is that
allowing these two companies to
carry out the construction work
they are presently contracted to do
is simply a matter of judgment on
the patt of the Philippine govern-
ment and businesses involved.
Appallingly poor, self-destructive
judgment in my opinion, but we
will delve into that at a later time.

However, there is one remaining
troubling detail, if it is truly as it
appears to be in public records.
Allow me to quote directly from
the Philippine Construction Ac-
creditation Board (PCAB) website:

“RA 4566 as amended by PD
1746 provides that no contractor
(including sub-contractor and
specialty contractor) shall engage
in the business of contracting
without first having secured a
PCAB license to conduct busi-
ness. It is an offense to engage
in contracting business without
a license first being obtained.”

PCAB maintains a continuously
updated, searchable portal where
one can verify if a particular con-
tractor is properly licensed. China
First Highway Engineering Co.
Ltd., the contractor for the Manila
Waterfront project, appears on the
list. China Harbor Engineering
Co., however, does not, nor does
CCCC appear in any form at all
where the apparent absence of a
license on China Harbor Engi-
neering’s part to actually legally
do work in the Philippines could
be explained as being covered
under some sort of parent com-
pany umbrella. If any of the par-
ties involved have an explanation
for this, now would be a good
time to provide it.

s ben.kritz@manilatimes.net
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Marcos tells DPWH: Solve
flooding in Central Luzon

A prgsidential visit to Pampanga, Bulacan also brings P1-B aid to the two provinces

By Cam'lela Reyes-Estrope,
Tonetﬁe T. Lrejas

and Jarome Aning
@Team_lnqturer

CITY OF MALOLOS—President
Marcos on Monday visited the
provinces of Bulacan and Pam-

panga and brought nearly P1

billion worth of assistance to
victims of widespread flooding
following the onslaught of Ty-
phoons “Egay” (Doksuri) and
“Falcon” (Khanun) that left a trail
of devastation in a large part of
Luzon in the past two weeks.
The President also directed
the Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) to come
up with long-term solutions to
the flooding in Central Luzon,
including coming up with wa-
ter impounding projects, even
as he ordered for the conduct of
short-term solutions, such as riv-
er dredging, road elevation and
new bridge construction works.
The financial assistance from
Malacanang and other national
agencies came just as Bulacan
Gov. Daniel Fernando informed
the President during a briefing
that his province suffered almost
P769 million in agricultural losses
and Ps00 million in damage to
infrastructure due to the rain-in-
duced flooding, worsened by the
rising tide d release of water
from the dams located in Bulacan.
A total of 296,426 families, or
18 million people, in the prov-
ince’s 20 towns and four cities
were affected by the floods, which
continued to inundate low-lying
areas due to the enhanced south-
west monsoon, or “habagat,” Fer-
nando told the President.
Initially, Bulacan province
received Pi5 million as first
tranche of the P2o-million aid;

while the city of Malolos and

the towns of San Miguel, Hago-
noy, Pulilan, San Rafael, San
lldefonso, Bustos, Calumpit,
Paombong and Bulakan, all re-
ceived P2 million each, the first
tranche of the P3 million in aid.
Pampanga received a total of
P64.8 million in aid from the Pres-
ident, said Gov. Dennis Pineda.
This included P15 million, as
first tranche of the P20 million
allotted for the province; while
the City of San Fernando and
the towns of Guagua, Sasmuan,
Lubao, Arayat, Mexico, Apalit,
Candaba, Macabebe, Masantol,
Minalin, San Luis, San Simon,
Sto. Tomas, Bacolor, Sta. Ana
and Porac all received P2 mil-
lion, the first tranche of the P3
million in aid due them.
Among the agencies that ex-
tended assistance to Pampanga,
the Department of Social Wel-
fare and Development distrib-
uted food packs and P10,000 to
1,000 beneficiaries; the Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment
extended P23 million to 500
beneficiaries under the Tulong
Panghanapbuhay sa Ating mga
Disadvantaged Workers (Tupad)
program, on top of the P30 mil-
lion it downloaded to its region-
al office for the Tupad program
in the province; while the De-
partment of Agriculture gave
the province P21.6 million worth
of grain and vegetable seeds for
distribution to its farmers.

Reclamation suspended

During a meeting with oth-
er Bulacan officials, Marcos
was urged to direct appropriate
agencies to dredge the rivers in
Bulacan to ease the perennial

- flooding in the province.

In response, the President
said his administration had al-
ready made initial efforts to ad-

dress the flooding by creating
the Office of the Water Resourc-
es under his office while waiting
for the passage of the law that
would create a department of
water resources management.
The President assured Bula-
can officials and residents that the
government already has a master

plan for a flood control project as

he also announced the suspen-

sion of the land development and

reclamation in the coastal areas of
Bulakan town pending a review.
“The reclamation there were
all suspended now, except for
one which had been reviewed
and approved,” Marcos said.
Before visiting Bulacan, the
President was in Pampanga where
he approved the plan of the North
Luzon Expressway (NLEx) Corp. to

elevate the portion of the toll road

under Tulaoc Bridge in San Simon
town that had caused a gridlock
since July 28 due to flooding

The President also directed
the DPWH to elevate the bridge
itself. :

Rogelio Singson, president
and CEO of Metro Pacific Toll-
ways Corp. (MPTC), told the

Inquirer in an interview that

NLEX’s 200-meter section un-
der the Tulaoc bridge would be
raised by 0.07 m. MPTC’s NLEx
Corp. operates NLEx.

Singson, a former DPWH
secretary during the Aquino ad-
ministration, said the construc-
tion work would be completed
in three months and would be
done one side at a time, regard-
less of the schedule of the DP-
WH’s work on the bridge.

“The NLEx became a catch-
ment basin,” he noted, adding
that the road’s upgrade would
start when the weather allows it.

Singson said NLEx Corp.
was committed to finish an

interchange in Sto. Tomas in
Pampanga. Sto. Tomas Mayor
John Sambo asked Mr. Mar-
cos to order the DPWH to start
constructing a 1-kilometer con-
nector road while Apalic Mayor
Oscar Tetangco sought for the
completion of a 1-km segment of
MacArthur Highway in his town.

The NLEx-Sto. Tomas in-
terchange and Apalit span of
MacArthur Highway would
have served as alternate roads
during the flooding.

Impounding project

As part of the long-term solu-
tions to the flooding problem in
Central Luzon, the President or-
dered the conduct of an extensive
study on the proposed construc-
tion of an impounding system in
Pampanga’s town of Candaba,
noting that while dredging of riv-
ers have to be done, this would
not permanently solve the peren-
nial flooding in the region

Some local officials present
in the meeting have oppcsed the
plan, noting that it would cisplace
some 9,000 mostly farming resi-
dents of Candaba, which is a ma-
jor rice producer in the region.

But the President assured
that local governments would
be consulted and would be the
ones to approve the project, add-
ing that residents who would be
displaced could be relocated to
other equally productive areas.

The Candaba impound-
ing project was proposed in
2013 by Singson, as a solution
to flooding concerns in the re-
gion. Under his proposal, the
government will secure or buy
around 200 hectares or 10 per-
cent of the 2,000-ha swampland
in Candaba to build a water im-
pounding area to prevent flood-
ing in low-lying areas. ing
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Marcos eyes long-term

By ALEXIS ROHERD

* solutions

_Pre,sldent Marcos to address

The construction of a water

impounding facility in Pam-

panga as well as the creation of
a water resources management
agency are among long-term
measures being considered by

_El Nifio, Ma
‘said the water

= massive flooding in Luzon.

- Citing the need to prevent
floods'and to prepare for the
effects of climate change and
rcos: yesterday
Tesources man-
agement department would

' to Luzon floods

handle matters related to flood
control, irrigation, fresh water
supply and distribution.

' While waiting for the en-
actment of a law establishing
the agency, the President has
created a water management
Turn to Page 4

EDITORIAL CARTOOMN

ce in the executlve branch.

| The
le water impounding proj-
eths in accordance mptguﬂle goverr{-
nent’s master plan. .
'The President previously an-
nounced plans to build water im-
ounding facilities in areas outside
of Metro Manila to mitigate floods
d collect water for agriculture and

O

|LastA il, Marcos signedExecu—
ive Order 22 establishing the Water
Resources Management Office, a

body tasked to integrate all govern-
nt efforts to ensure the sustainable
management of the country’s water

| The Pmmdent was briefed ester—

day by Bulacan Gov. Daniel

do on the province’s flood sﬂuatmn
the Hiyas ng Bulacan Convention

E%nter in Malolos.

Fernando presented to the Presi-
ent the causes and possible solu-
to the ﬂoodmg due to the rains

dumped by Typhoons Egay and
Falcon, enhanongy the southwest
MOoNSsoon.

'Meanwhile, the government is

looking to build a water impound-

ing facility in Candaba, Pampar
:agaddr&;s pemmua] ﬂnodmg m

“not a political decision; but

n ture.” ‘i

" Former pu’ﬁhc \3@&; 'seﬁr’éta’lg
R gelio Si made the

mt;xa]:ignb,ge@ng presided

over by the C];uef Execa.’ltw;e I_Q,San

Fernando City,
' Based on. y
dation, the gavenm'nént will secu
or buy around 200 hectares or 10
ercent of the 2,000-hectare swamp
and in Candaba to build a water

artment, he said, would

is a decision. mﬁ@e ‘f%r us by

President Marcos lsads the dismbuﬂon of government uahtance to f ood

victims at the Hiyas Convention Center in Malolos City, Bulacan yesterday.

. lm dmg area to pmvmt ﬂoodmg
iow-

4&1 District Rep. Anna

York Bondoc, who attended the

briefing, re]ected Singson’s proposal
and threatened to walk out, saying

the plan could displace farmers in

the area.
Marcos alla{ed fears of some Jo-
cal officials who are opposing the

planned construction md ears

on its impact on people’s liveli-
hood, parig.lcularl ppa]ay farmers.

- Candaba is a major nce producer
of the water impounding facility

in the region..
 Ald for flood victllna

The President yesterday led'the

distribution of aid for flood victims

* in Pampanga, which hasbeen placed

under a state of calgxmty since ]p,l,y
3L =

The Pmslﬂent handad P1.2.8 mil-
en of assistance to 1,600 flood
e victims who gathered at the Bren
- Z. Guiao Convention Center in San -

lion

Fernando. :
Of that amount, the President

handed P10,000 and food packs
to 1,000 people for a total of P10 ~
mxlhon under the Department of

;501331 Welfare and Developrm ‘nt's

Assi’slance to Individuals in Crisis
Situation.

" The Chief Executive also distrib-
lrted P2.3 ‘million or P4,600 each to

500 people lmdel: the Department of

LaborgmzlE

ent (DOLE)'s
'TUPAD (Tulong %&n ghanapbuhay

_sa Ating D:sadvamaged [ Displaced
"~ Workers). -
A totalhof 1

00 eople received
Department of
"'..Compehtweness

eeting with Pampunga
Gov, Dennis Pineda, Vice Gov. Lilia

: Pmeda Reps. Gloria Mapacagal-

Arroyo and Anna York Borndog
and town mayors, Marcos handed
checks worth P15 million to the pro-
vincial government and P37 million
to h'x:a] overnments, or a total of
P64.8 million. _

~ With Ramon Efren Lazaro, Ric
S‘mpm‘,rx,1 Helen Flores
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1e recen ﬁ&’;ns. also for irrigation, he said. noting
wﬂ] be ‘a long-term im-  that power generation could also
d  pounding project, where therewill b added into the mix, if there is
govemment is studymg?. @Ilg- be é’iﬂlamp of water so that it  geographic suitability.

ltem SOIUQOM "(0 the per I 1al won't reqdmhh rivers and cause Aside from constructing im- |

. BY KR.IS:TiN’A.MMﬁUTﬁ* W % -

'H
I ¥ .."' W
'Pl

- _them to Mﬂw just like what pounding areas, there are alot of |
happened, mp President said in  things that should be changed in
¢ .a separate media interview. terms of water use and sourcing,
T "-_._-fordlelongtﬁm This  he said.
; - Sourcing groundwater must be
* stopped, and the country must
instead switch to tapping surface
water sources, he added. '
“We will be making a lot of
",hlanges ‘We must stop getting
watei from wells. We should be

notadty land But we experience
drought because we don' effi-
aenﬁycolleuwater We must leamn
hcw as it is one problem we face,
~ and [indoingso), we also rmugate

i - is the the effects of climate change,” he
: "ﬂ:vse bythemssweﬂoodmgcausedby cepnﬂt&ﬂyforﬂocdmnuoibut added.
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Metro Manila: Smkmg
“and swimming

ORLANDO
ERCADO

h1nd1 ka ba nilalamig?” was the
last song synclrome of the National
Capital Region in the past couple of
- weeks. Drenched in-nonstop rains—
and floods, residents had to endure
the strong winds and-torrential rains
brought by “Egay,” “Falcon” and the

enhanced southwest monsoon or

“habagat.”

»MercadoA6

1 MERCADO FROM A1

Metro Manila: Sinking and swimming

It was difficult to find places
that weren't ankle-to-knee-deep
in floodwaters, though some
areas experienced even worse
problems, particularly those hard-
hit by Typhoon Egay. Landslides
buried people and properties and
displaced families. Flooded riv-
ers swept away people trying 1o
cross, never to be seen alive again.
Those who survived the typhoons
and the monsoon likely saw their
livelihoods destroyed, particularly
in agriculture. Indeed, according to
the National Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Council, the
damage in the sector caused by the
one-two punch of Egay, Falcon and
habagat amounted to P2.9 billion.
This was spread across the llocos
Region, Cagayan Valley, Central
Luzon, Calabarzon, Mimaropa,
Western Visayas, Bangsamoro
Region, and Cordillera Adminis-
trative Region.

Metro Manila didn't fare well
either, especially in areas where
rain and flooding have become
synonymous. While not as se-
verely affected as the provinces,
it saw its fair share of gutter-deep
waters, Students clamored for
class suspensions on social me-
dia, while wage workers braved
the situation on the streets. Traffic
barely moved. Both the opening
of pumping stations and canal
declogging weren't quick enough
to prevent or alleviate the problem.

If this prolonged state of ma-
jor inconvenience is not sober-

ing enough for the responsible

government units, then I don’t
know what will. The Metropolitan
Manila Development Authority
(MMDA) recently said that local
government units are keen on de-
veloping a 50-year drainage master
plan. MMDA Chairman Romando
Artes said: “Our drainages are no
longer designed to accommodate
such a huge volume of water in
Metro Manila. We almost ran out
of soil that can absorb the water,”
The drainage master plan will én-
sure that the drainage systems are
interconnected and are common
in size and design for the next 50
years, which may help mmg:ne
floods better.

Interestingly, this is not the first
attempt at a flood control master

plan for Metro Manila. In the

aftermath of "Ondoy” in 2012,
recommendations to modernize
existing and create more pumping
stations and improve solid waste
management in communities with
waterways were formally launched
as the Metro Manila Flood Man-
agement Project (MMFMP). Its
implementation started in the first
quarter of 2018, with funding of
$500 million from the World Bank
and the Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank approved in 2017,
And yet, until this day, flood-
ing has persisted. Without proper
implementation, monitoring and
evaluation, an ingenious master
plan is just as good as a soggy,
crumpled sheet of paper. The Com-
mission of Audit recently found
that 33 out of 47 projects worth

over P825 million under MMFMP
Phase 1 have not been imple-
mented by the MMDA. The agency
acknowledged its shortcomings,
saying that the pandemic and the
election ban caused the delays.

On 1op of the delays in flood
management project implementa-
tion, we also have various Manila
Bay reclamation projects. They
exacerbate the risks being faced not
only by the coastal communities
but also by the general public. A
2014 study by geology professor
Dr. Kelvin Rodelfo said that the
country’s coastal areas sink as
much as 9 centimeters per year,
while other places in Manila sink
as much as 8 cm per year,

Environment Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga hinted at
minimizing these activities until
a cumulative impact assessment
is done, but only after the US
Embassy called out the govern-
ment due to the involvement of
a blacklisted Chinese company in
the Manila Waterfront City project.
We should constantly engage and
hear out environmental organiza-
tions, especially scientists, before
it's 100 late, like in that movie
with Leonardo Di Caprio, Jennifer
Lawrence and Meryl Streep.

We often forget that the sea is
an ecosystem. It is alive. What-
ever happened to the Supreme
Court’s mandamus on Manila
Bay rehabilitation?

The reality these days dictates
that short-term galns cannot be
prioritized over the climate crisis.

Climate change is a long-term
issue requiring sustainable solu-
tions. Sea level rises each year due
to global warming’s melting of
glaciers, Extreme weather systems
are also felt. Add those to land
subsidence, and it's even worse.
Clever engineering solutions be-
ing offered even by the National
Institute of Geological Sciences
of UP, such as the elevation of
roads and the construction of
retention basins under streets,
can only do so much.

The executive department, par-
ticularly the Department of the
Interior and Local Government,
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, the De-
partment of Public Works and
Highways, the Metropolitan Wa-
terworks and Sewerage System,
and MMDA, among others, should
be more firm in fulfilling the
mandamus. The legislative arm
should again consider taking up
the long-overdue national land use
plan. (1 know there are legislators
whose interests run in conflict with
the NLUP, but after all these years,
perhaps you've earned enough
to secure the well-being of your
grandchildren’s grandchildren.)

Flooding cannot be resalved in
silos at the local level as it is a trans-
boundary problem.It is everyone's
concern. | guote Tsireya from the
blockbuster sequel to “Avatar”: “The
way of water has no beginning and
mmd,.,Theseagivesra.ndmesca
takes. Water connects all things: life
to death, darkness to light.”
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Elevated NLEX part, water impounding system to solve flood woes

By;:CharIes Dantes,
Darwin Amojelar and Vito Barcelo

THE government is looking at two
ways to mitigate the flooding problems

along the North Luzon Expressway that a portion of the NLEX in Pampanga, flooding in the province.

caused heavy traffic during the last two
typhoons to hit the country.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on
Monday approved a proposal to elevate

then ordered the conduct of an extensive
study on the proposed construction of
an impounding system in the Candaba
viaduet as a “lopg-term solution™ to the

“We’ll raise the NLEX to avoid what
happened last time, and then we'll look
for possible alternative routes. Trucks

"parts of

Elevated...

From A1

that can withstand the flood can use the
oid expressway. Cars. on the other hand,
can use the elevated ramp. So we’ll
srudy that” Mr. Marcos said during a
situational brisfing in Pampanga, some

are suli underwater.

mon will be raised to solve heavy raffic and
avoid congestion during the rainy season.

Meanwhile, the water impounding sys-
tem, once approved, will utilize at least 10
percent of the land mass in Candaba.

Last week. motorisis passing through the
San Simon northhound part of the Candaba
Viaduet had to reduce their speed to about
10 kilometers per hour bacause of floods.

Matro Pacific Tollways Corporation

The President said the bridge in San 5i-

president and former Department of

Public Works and Highways Secretary
Rogelio Singson commitied that the
flooding issue will be fixed. |

“We are committing that we will
solve the NLEX San Simon segment.
We hope to be abile to finish it in abow
thres months.” Singson said.

The President underscored the need
for the government and the public to
prepare for the effects of elimate change.

“We really need to prepare for climate

Next page

change The weather is changing, and is
not like what it used to be” he said.

“Evervthing we know about the
weather is no longer applicable. The
weather is changing, We are not going
back to what we used to be. This is the
reality of climate change”

“I'm sorry. It's really bad news and
we all don’t want 1o deal with it, but we
have t0." he added.

The DPWH, for fis part, said it will

conduct extensive dredging operations
along the Pampanga and Porac rivers to
protect residents: living cloge to rivers
and mitigate flooding along the portion
of NLEX in San Simop. . !
DPWH Region 111 Director Roseller
A. Tolentino said the dredging opera-
tions alomg the Pampanga River, the
second largest river in Luzon. will ben-
efit towns and municipalites of Porac.
Guagua, and Lubao in Pampanga.

]
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PBBM orders study for water impounding
facility in Candaba Swamp as flood solution

By SamueL P MEDENILLA
wdsam_medenilla

RESIDENT Ferdinand

R. Marcos, Jr. said the

government is now eyeing the
construction of a water impounding

facility in Candaba

Swamp to

address the worsening flood
problem in Bulacan and Pampanga.

In his situation briefings in
Pampanga and Bulacan on Mon-
day, the President ordered a study
onthepossible implementation of
a 2013 recommendation of for-
mer Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) Secretary
Rogelio L. Singson as a long-term
solution to flooding along the
Pampanga River, which he said is
worsened by climate change.

Pamipanga and Bulacan have
declared a state of calamity due
to the recent massive flooding
brought about by the southwest
monsoon and typhoons “Egay” and
“Falcon,” which affected about 1.7
million people.

Singson said the construction

of a 100-hectare to 200-hectare
water impounding facility would
help alleviate the excessive water
in waterways in Bulacan, which
is hindering the flow of water of
Pampanga River to the Manila Bay.
Somelawmakersandlocalgovern-
ment officials, however, against the
proposal, citing their concerns on its
potential impact to the livelihood of
9,000 farmer-residents in rhe over
2,000-hectare Candaba Swamp.
Instead, theywantthenational
government to assist in the ongo-
ing dredging operation of the wa-
terways in Pampangaand Bulacan.

Viable solutions
THE President said while dredging

can be a viable short-term solution
to the plight low lying and flood-
prone areas in Pampanga and Bu-
lacan, he noted it may not be sus-
tainable solution due to its cost as
wellasbrief period of effectiveness,
which he said can last only as short
a3 six months,

“In the longer cerm we really
have to study what we are going
to do in terms of impounding.
We have to study it well be-
cause if we don't do apything,
it [flooding] will keep on hap-
peningevenifdredged,” Marcos
pointed out.

The impounded water, he said,
can be used for irrigation or al-
ternative water supply, especially
during the summer season.

The Chief Executive also as-
sured they will be coordinating
withlocal governmentunits (LGU)
to ensure the people, who will be
affected by the construction of
the water impounding facility
will be given assistance by the
government.

“You ILGUs| will be the ones to
approve this [project], wherein 10
percent of the Candaba Swamp will
be used for [water impounding].
Mow if there is anyone who will be
displaced. [ will personally guaran-
tee that each and everyone of the
farmers will [be] transferred...toa
better location,” Marcos said.

Fending the said initiative,

Marcos also said the government
isnow considering elevating parts
of the North Luzon Expressway
{Nlex), which are prone to flood-
ing, including a bridge in San 5i-
mon, Pampanga, to prevent heavy
traffic during the rainy season.

Suspended recdlamations

ASIDE from silted and blocked
waterways, a local official also
blamed the heavyflood in Bulacan
to the ongoing reclamation proj-
acts at the Manila Bay.

Marcos said the reclamation
activities in Manila Bay have been
suspended pending the cumulative
assessmentbeing conducted by the
Department of Environment and
Matural Resources (DENR) on the
said projects.

“There is only one [project]
which is ongoing since it already
went through the review. We saw
many problems and mismanage-
ment [in the reclamation activi-
ties),” the President said in Fili-
pino.

“This is another big problem,
which we have to fix, because if
those projects are pushed through,
many rivers will be blocked,” he
pointed out.

Last week, DENR announced it
is now forming the team, which
will conduct the cumulative as-
sessment of ongoingland reclama-
tion projects in Manila Bay.
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f’ayment of Prmcess Empr ess , claims ordered

¥menmntf

_ CALAPAN___ CITY Orlem’.al
: -obﬂemd the insurance

-___"mnpmswstanthedls”
ribution of payme; d

Jothisyear,
The request vﬁsmade after

local government units led by the
provincial government, Philippine

d other concerned national gov-
ernment agencies came out with a

Whole ptcwmce on AUgust v

 of ;hegun&en oil tanker MT

solgmn terminating the oil spill
response operationsin Polaandthe

'MT Princess Empress sank off

Naujan, Oriental Mindoro on F ebruary

28, causing an oil spill in the coastal
areas of 12 municipalities and this city.
‘Maritime records showd that

‘the ill-fated oil tanker was carrying

900,000 liters of industrial oill known

__in the energy sector as “blaclx oil,”

r  deadlyand highly toxickimioifﬁtel oil
- totheenvironment.

The fisheries ai hire sec—

tor in Oriental Mindom, Antique,
Palawan, and neighboring pirovinces

sustained a total loss of more than P5

billion or P19 mﬂhonﬁaﬂyduetotlm:

oil spill.

The National msastpr Risk
Reduction and Management Council
reported that 27,850 fisherm en from
Batangas, Region 4-B, excluding
Occidental Mindoro, and \Western
- Visayas have been affected

Justice Undersecretary Raul
Vasquez revealed that the Phi lippines
can only get roughly $15.7 billion as
compensation from the International
Oil Pollution Compensation Fund and
not $1 billion or £55.4 billion, as ear-
lier reported.

Dolor told May Valles, in -charge
of the claims office hand_lmg the in-
- demnity issues of RDC Reieldl Marine

Servicns themer uf MT Prmcess i

today We will not wait for thie end of

September. And on that day, yvou, me,

‘and the IOPCwill goto the _mumc;pah—'_

ties to hand down the payment to the
fisherfolk and affected Mindorenos,"
Dolor told Valles during the demobi-
lization ceremony on Wednesday w th
an audience composed of officials and

repmsem;atrmthatmgpart intheoil"
_spxlleontairmmtanﬁ

-upactivi=,

spill crisi managemmﬁ'--

team, said the demobilization refers
only to the scaling down of the nuin-
ber of personnel and equipment in-
volved in the operation but not totzlly
terminating the oil response activitias.

The Coast Guard official said they
will not stop monitoring the waters and
coastal zones in Mindoro, particularly
in Pola, the most severely-hit towr: in
central Mindoro, where the bulk of the
oil-clogged major waterways and ma-
rine protected areas are located.

“From oil spill response, we will
move to recovery phase,” Dolor said.

He thanked President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. and Vice President Sara
Duterte for their commitment to the

response and recovery efforts.

Dolor also cited the close coordi-
nation of the Department of Social

it Department
: ofﬁaﬁromneﬁtandﬂanual Resources;.
- andallother mentagencies that
answered h 'help after the

maritime tragedy.
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Major Mayon eruption

now remote - Phivolcs

| _ByBELLA CARIASO

The--fpmisi;bility of § -ﬁlajor: .éruptim.l-_of-‘Mayqn Volcano is now low, although Alert
Level 3 will remain in effect, according to the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and

‘Seismology (Phivolcs).

Paul Alanis, resident volcanologist at the

Mayon Volcano Observatory in Legazpi, Albay, -

said that Mayon would remain under Alert Level

3 due to dangers brought by pyroclastic density
currents, lava flows, rockfalls and other volcanic

hazards. e ey

In the past 24 hours, lava continued to flow
from the summit crater, Alanis said, &

Latest report from the Phivolcs showed that
lava deposits have reached 3.4 kilometers, 2.8 km
and 600 meters from the Bonga, Mi-isi and Basud
gullies, respectively.

Debris from the summit dome has extended
to four kilometers, Phivolcs said.

Alanis said at least 71 low-frequency volcanic
earthquakes, 57 tremor events with: durations
between one and 15 minutes, and 191 rockfall
events were recorded. :

of the yolcano, Phivelcssaids | i 1 ’

Volcanic sulfur dioxide emissions averaged
1,128 tons per day. ;

‘Phivolcs said the“six-kilometer-radius
permanent danger zone should remain unoc-
cupied. :

“Increased vigilance against pyroclastic
density currents, lahars and sediment-laden
streamflows along channels draining the
edifice is also advised. Heavy rainfall can
generate channel-confined lahars and sedi-
ment-laden streamflows in channels where
-pﬁroclasti'c density deposits were emplaced,”
Phivolcs said. '

Pilots have been advised toavoid flying close
to the volcano’s summit as ash from any sudden
eruption can be hazardous to aircraft.

Based on the current wind pattern, ash fall
events most likely may ‘'occur'on ‘the south side

ki

Meanwhile, the office of the Department of

Education (DepEd) in Bicol is urging concerned
local government units (LGUs) to facilitate the
decamping of Mayon evacuees who have been
staying in public school buildings as classes will
start on Aug.29.

Mayflor Jumamil, spokesperson for the DepEd-
Bicol said that classes this school year might be
disrupted if the evacuees would remain in 38 public
elementary and high schools across Albay. -
*Jumamil cited a DepEd policy showing the use
of public school buildings for emergency purposes
is allowed for only up to 15 days. .

She said the evacuees have been allowed to
stay in schools for more than 15 days now amid
Mayon's restiveness. K |

“Concerned LGUs have to look for alternative
areas for Mayon evacuees now to avoid disruption
of classes,” Jumamil said. ; :

Should the evacuees continue occupying the
school buildings, the teachers and the learners
will be compelled to hold modular or online
classes similar to what was done during the
‘pandemic. — With Cet Dematera






