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As a new international study
urged people to start preparing
for the possibility of a “climate
endgame,” the Department of
Education (DepEd) said it was
eyeing a collaboration with
experts to improve -climate
change education, particularly
at the basic education level.

“DepEd is one with the Cli-
mate Change Commission in
strengthening climate literacy
and supporting climate action
in the basic education cur-
riculum to hone learners and
personnel who are climate lit-
erate and proactive in champi-
oning resilient and sustainable
schools,” it said in a statement
on Saturday.

It noted that while key cli-
mate change concepts were al-
ready integrated into the K-12
curriculum, there was a need to
“strengthen [their] presence...
by refining learning competen-
cies and standards, and moni-
toring learning delivery.”

From kindergarten to junior
high school, topics on disaster
risk reduction and management
(DRRM) and climate change ac-
tion are included in subject ar-
eas like health, science, Araling
Panlipunan and Edukasyon sa
Pagpapakatao.

On the other hand, a special
subject on DRRM is offered as

i

[We are] one with the Climate Change

Commission in strengthening climate

literacy and supporting climate action
in the basic education curriculum

Department of Education

part of the science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
(STEM) strand in senior high
school.

Core, specialized subjects

To also empower teachers
to teach climate change compe-
tencies and “commit to climate
action,” DepEd, in collaboration
with the Young Southeast Asian
Leaders Initiative, recently con-
ducted “Climate Changemak-
ers,” a 10-week online training
course, for some 400 teachers

“Time is of the essence, Cli-
mate change is an emergency.
The time to act is now,” Ronilda
Co, DepEd director for disaster
risk reduction and management,
said at the completion ceremo-
ny which took place last month.

“Following the ongoing K-12
curriculum review and revision,
we will also further enhance the

Climate Changemakers online
training course before its next
release in 2023 and we hope to
continue training our| teachers
to effectively teach climate ed-
ucation and ultimately answer
the call to commit t9 climate
action in the Philippines,” she
said. '

The training program con-
sists of three subjects: a core
subject on the introduction to
climate change, a specialized
subject for teaching climate
change, and a supplemental
course for online learning facil-
itators.

‘Dangerously underexplored’
The core subject ends with

a “capstone project” of a per-
sonal/family/school action plan
while teachers are expected to
come up with a daily lesson log
with climate change integration

epEd aims to boost
‘climate literacy’

for the specialized subject.

A new international re-
search said that despite grow-
ing public consensus about the
urgency of the climate crisis,
high-impact climate scenarios
still remain “dangerously un-
derexplored” by both scientists
and policymakers.

In the study published in
the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, scientists
from the University of Cam-
bridge argued that climate sci-
entists must now look into out-
comes “ranging from a loss of 10
percent of the global population
to eventual human extinction.”

“There are plenty of reasons
to believe climate change could
become catastrophic, even at
modest levels of warming,” said
lead author Luke Kemp. “Climate
change has played a role in ev-
ery mass extinction event... The
catastrophic risk is there, but we
neeg.a more detailed picture.”

currently, the scientists
said, the consequences of glob-
al warming and its related risks
remain underexamined, and
much of climate-related action
remain naive to extreme sce-
narios such as mass extinction.

At the same time, phras-
es like “catastrophic climate
change” remain deeply ambigu-
ous and thus undermine scien-
tific inquiry into the crisis, they
added. —wITH A REPORT FROM
KRIXIA SUBINGSUBING INQ
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Makati declares state of

climate change emergency

THE City of Pﬁakatl is set to acquire more
electric vehicles and boost the use of solar
panels following the declaration by Mayor
Mar-Len Abigail Binay of a state of climate
emergency as temperatures and sea levels
continue to soar across the globe.

“As temperatures and sea levels
continue to rise, low-lying coastal areas
in cities like Makati have become more
vulnerable to strong typhoons that bring
floods and landslides. This will result not
only in the disruption of public services
but also the displacement of families and
even entire communities,” the mayor said
during “Cafe Talk for Resilient Makati," a
webinar organized by the Makati Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management Office.

Binay saié the city government will
step up itsjr_litiatives to further reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

These include the procurement of an
entire fleet of electric vehicles and using
solar panels in public schools and govern-
ment offices to minimize energy consump-

tion and ensure continuity of services
during calamities.

Makati has consmntly addressed
climate change concerns since Binay
assumed office in 2016. With the declara-
tion, the mayor said she wants to see the
active involvement of the business sector,
communities and other stakeholders.

“We call upon everyone to come together
and act now. We must ensure aggressive
application of the whole-of-society approach
in combating dimate Fhange We heard the
data. We understand the science, and we are
feeling its impact. Now is a crucial time to
act, and we need to act fast. We need think-
ers, doers, and movers," she said.

Data from the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration showed that there has been a
0.75 degrees Celsius increase in the country’s
annual temperature over the past 70
years. By 2050, the temperature increase is
expected to reach as high as 1.8 C.

FRA NCI_S EARL CUETO




Manila

3 STRATEGIC
§ COMMUNICATION A4 UPPER FAGE1  BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
AND | | STORY STORY
“Ggeses’  SERVICE
-
08-08-22

PAGE DATE

TITLE:

‘Solon files bill creating
Manila Bay council

NAVOTAS representative Toby Tiang-
* co filed a bill for the creation of a Manila
Bay Management Council (MBMC).
- House Bill No. 2926 stated that the
council shall supervise, manage, and
control the Manila Bay and formulate
a unified policy for the Manila Bay’s
tection, preservation, and progress.
| “The Supreme Court mandamus
_on Manila Bay caused local govern-
ments to admiﬁister and conserve
 the waters within their jurisdiction.
" However, this led to the implementa-
tion of varied and inconsistent poli-
cies that affect our fisherfolk,” Tian-
! |gco lamented. Jun David
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Kaliwa Dam,has cost Pinoys
P46M payment to Chinese lenders

BY PETER TABINGO

THE Kaliwa Dam Project has
already cost Filipino taxpayets
P45.782 million in commitment
fees to be paid to the Export-
Import Bank of China.

Aecording to an audit report on
the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Se System (MWSS) released
last Amgust 4, the project has in-
curred P18.77 million in 2020 and
P27.012 million in 2021 in com- |
mitment fees — a charge imposed
by ereditors based on a pre-agreed

in Indigenous People (NCIP), estab-
lishment of a program for reforesta-
tion and catbon sink mechanisms to
offset greenhouse gases, a detailed
waste management p:ograrn, a
co ive inventory and assess-
mentof threatened species that may
be affected by clearing operations,
and the creation of a Multipartite

Monitoring Team to oversee the

project and ascertain observance of
all environmental policies.

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resoutces (DENR) also
imposed restrictions against the start

percentage of the undrawn loan
amount set aside by a foreign or
domestic lending institution. :

Kaliwa Dam is funded by a
$211.215 million loan from the
China Eximbank based on an agtee-
ment executed between the bank
and MWSS on November 20, 2018.

Government auditors said the
China Eximbank has already made
available around 85 percent of the
loanable sum but the MWSS has
not yet drawn any amount, hence
the charges.

“The incurrence of the commit-

of any activity until the proponent
has satisfied specific conditions in
compliance with RA 7586 or the
National Integrated Protected Areas
System Act (NIPAS) as amended by
RA 11038; a certification from the
INCIP; and identification, creation,
and approval of disposal sites for
excavated materials.

In its answer to the audit find-

" ings, the MWSS management said

it has sought the assistance of the
Anti-Red Tape Authority (ARTA)
to mediate with involved govern-
ment agencies and expedite the

ment fees was due to the delay in
the commencement of the actual
physical construction activities of
the Kaliwa Dam Project. To date,
the MWSS still lacks the necessary
permits and licenses, as required
in the Environmental Compliance
Certificate (ECC),” the Commis-
sion on Audit said, :
Among the requitements are a
duly signed memorandum of
ment (MOA) with affected local
government units, an Indigenous
Peoples Development Plan ap-
proved by the National Commission

processing of the Certificate of
Precondition. :

It said the NCIP has also re-
ceived the Free, Prior, and In-
formed Consent (FPIC) signed
by leaders of affected indigenous
peoples. The Dumagat people have
earlier opposed the dam project
that will require them to abandon
their ancestral domains.

As for the land acquisition for
the tunnel port area, the MWSS said
the restrictions brought about by
the COVID-19 pandemic has also
adversely affected the timetable.
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Urban farming program
THE government and local government units
(LGUs) would do well to adopt a highly-successful
urban farming program being implemented in
Quezon City, the country’s capital city.

The urban farming initiative was launched way
back in 2010 by then Vice Mayor Joy Belmonte to
help QC residents cope with the rising prices of
food and other basic commodities.

Since then, local government authorities have
already established more than 160 organic farms
in backyards, daycare centers, churches and com-
munal spaces across Quezon City. |

QC Councilor Alfred Vargas has urged the na-
tional government and LGUs not only in Luzon

but 'élﬂ%ﬁvhere to implement programs similar to

“our urban farming program.” .

“This is a model of sustainability and self-suffi-
ciency that can be adopted by the national gov-
ernment and other local governmen!ts,” according
to the hard-working alderman.

We commend the QC government for urging the
government to implement urban farming projects
in the country considering the seemingly endless
rising of prices of basic commodities.

Hopefully, concerned government authorities
heed the call of the QC government as part of our
efforts to achieve food self-sufficiency.

Of course, the new administration of President
Ferdinand “Bongbong” R. Marcos Jr., which ends
‘in 2028, is committed to eradicate hunger in the
‘country, notably in the countryside.

' Like other well-meaning Filipinos, we believe
that urban farming will play a crucial role in ad-
‘dressing the hunger problem not only in ‘QC but
also in other heavily-populated towns and cities.

Let’s then support urban farming!
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Puregold strengthens
sustainability strategy, moves
to further reduce plastic use

anila, Philippines — Puregold

continues to strengthen its

sustainability strategy by
incorporating eco-friendly practices in
key aspects of its business,

Two of the foremost goél__i_slof thisstrategy
are minimizing pollution and protecting
water resources.

“Puregold’s intent is to be a mindful -

company that reuses, recycles, and
reduces whatever resources are available
and as a retailer, encourages its customers
to do the same,” said Puregold President
Vincent Co. “We are very much invested in
doing business sustainably and help the
younger generations look forward to their
future.” :

As one of the Philippines’ key retailers,
Puregold is enjoining customers to reduce
their carbon footprint by bringing their own
reusable bags or boxes when they shop.

Puregold has implemented no plastic use
on Mondays in all its stores in the National
Capital Region. The supermarket will also
give Php1 cashback for every eco bag used
by Perks and Tindahan Ni AlingPuring
members, who can earn up to Phps in
savings for every transaction.

The program is part of a bigger goal to
reduce the excessive use of plastic bags and
encourage customers, particularly those
who buy inbulk, to make changes in the way
they consume goods and aspects related to
it such as packaging, and how it can impact
our planet. '

For 2022, Puregold is projecting another
30% reduction on its purchases of plastic
bags from a year ago. “Aside from plastic

use, Puregold’s concern is the production
of single-use plastics, which requires
a lot of energy and resources. It may be
impossible to completely eliminate plastic
from the retail industry, but we can take
steps to reduce the amount we are using,”
said Vincent.

Fully aware that 50% or more of their
customers are sari-sari store owners, and
sari-sari stores are some of the biggest
sources of single-use plastics and plastic
products, Puregoldisdoingitsbest, through
the Tindahan Ni AlingPuring program, to
educate its members on the importance of
lessening plastic waste.

Vincent said it is important for everyone
in the industry to look at packaging and

- how it can be made, used, and disposed of

without damaging the environment.

“In Q3 this year, we will revive our
recycling initiatives, which we started in
2019 but was temporarily halted due to the
pandemic. We will once again encourage
our customers to exchange their recyclable
wastes for essential grocery items, in
designated Puregold stores,” said Vincent.

To date, all Puregold stores- are geared
towards conversion to 100% LED main
lighting to reduce energy consumption.
Further, Puregold’s 135 wastewater
treatment facilities are compliant with
government regulations, as it also ventures
into Rainwater Catchment, Gray Water re-
use and other water savings and mitigating
measures to lessen the company’s impact
on water resources. Meanwhile, migration
of business’ logistics requirements to
optimum cross-dock operations efficiency
isinpositiontohelp reduce carbon emission
by an estimated 36%.
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By A!.AN FRAM & FARNOUSH AMIRI | The Associated Press

HINGTON —Democrats pushed their electlon-ye
\ K / economic bill toward Senate :;pproval early Sunday start-
spra collection of President Joe Biden's pnon-

tieson chmate}

and taxes on a

hope_s will endj,n EEL!;% congressional passage

y that the pa
the end of thls week

The evenly divided Senatevoted '

Saturdaytobegindebatingtheleg-
islation 51-50, with Vice President
Kamala Harris Preakmg the tie
and overcommg unanimous Re-
publican opposition. A dwindled
- version of parhEr multitrillion-

~_ dollar measurea that Democrats
“failed to advancg:’, the package has

become a partigan battleground
overinflation, ga

other issues that polls show are

; dnvmg voters.

-The House, where Demaocrats
have a slender -ma]orlty, could
give the legislation final approval
next Friday. - i
. “The time is now to move for-
ward with a big, bold package for

, & A{:nencappe ple,” said Senate
- Ma

jority Leader huck Schumer,
'D-N.Y. “This h1storic bill will re-
duce inflation, lower costs, fight
climate change. It's time to move
this nation forward.”
. Republicans Baid the measure
would damage the economy and
make it harder for people to cope
with sky-highinflation. They said
thebill’sbusiness taxes would hurt
job creation and force prices up-
ward and urged Vuters to remem-

ber that in N ove ;
~ “The best waj It:t:n stop this tax

and spendinflationary madnessis
to fire some of tha 50 so they can’t
keep doing this to your family,”
said South Carolina Sen. Lindsey
Graham, top Republican on. the
‘Senate Budget Committee,

- Nonpartisananalystshavesaid
the legislation, which Democrats
‘have named the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, would have a minor im-
pact on the nation’s worst infla-
tion bout in four decades. Even
80, it would take aim a . issues the
party has longed to address for

yearsvincluding global warming,

solinepricesand

pharmaceutical costs and taxing
immense corporations.

Before reaching final passage,
senators plodded through a non-
stop pile of amendments called a
“vote-a-rama” that seemed certain
to last hours.

. In early votes, the chamber
rejected an effort by progressive
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., to re-
quire Medicare to pay the same
lower prescription drug prices
paid by the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs. |

Another, by Graham, was de-
feated; it would have erased a fee

- Democrats want to renew on bar-

rels of oil that raises money for
hazardouswastecleanups Repub-
licans said Democrats’ proposal
wouldboost gasoline prices, asore
point for voters after this sum-

‘mer’s record pump prices. -
. Earlier, the Sepate parliamen-

tarian gave a thumbs-up to most

“of Democrats’ revised 755-page

bill. But Elizabeth MacDonough,
the chamber’s nonpartisan rules
arbiter, said Democrats had to
drop a significant part of its plan
for curbing drug prices.
MacDonough said Democrats
violated Senate budget rules with

Dems’ chmate, energy, tax b111
-i';lnltlal Senate hurdle

language imposing hefty penalties

onpharmaceutical companies that
boost prices beyond inflation for
drugs sold in the private insur-
ance market.

Those were the bill’s chief drug
pricing protections for the roughly
180 million people whose health
coverage comes from private in-
surance, either through work or

- bought on their own.

Other pharmaceutical provi-,

sions were left intact, including
giving Medicare the power to ne-
gotiate what it pays for drugs for
its 64 million elderly recipients, a
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_ ‘pas sure without having
1 toreaéh e 60-vote majority that
legislatior ften needsin the Sen-
ate. To do that, they must abide by

that provis
 at affec

ons be chiefly aimed
the federal budget,
newpolicy. -
Fd deba)

 deals with Democrats’ two most
unpredictable senators—first
conservative Joe Manchin of West
Virginia, then Arizona centrist
Kyrsten Sinema—Schumer pie ced
~togetheraj ckage that would give
. the party an achievement against
the backdrop of thisfall’s congres-
sional elections.
The measure is a shadow of
Biden'sinitial 10-year, $3.5 trillion
. proposal, which funded arainbow
. of prég:jég;ive dreams including
~ paid family leave, universal pre-

school, child care and bigger tax

' 'breaks for families with children.
The current bill, barely over one-
tenth that size, became mhuch
narrower as Democratic leaders
sought towin the votes of the cen-

. trists Manchin and Sinema, yet it
hasunifiedaparty eagertodeclare

t would-let them

include a requirement.

end debate capped 3
Biden's agenda that
d dead. In rapid-fire

. rate tax. Ce
- their own stock would be taxed

victory and show voters they are
addressing their problems.
Thebill offers spending andtax
incentivesfavored by progressives
for buying electric vehicles and
making buildings more energy ef-
~ ficient. But in a bow to Manchin,
whose state is a leading fossil fuel
producer, there is also money to
reduce coal plant carbon emis-
sions and language requiring the
' to open more federal

people afford private

. insurance premiums would be ex-
tendet_l-fo;}.hrqe years, and there
is $4 billion tohelp Western states
combat drought.

A new provision would create a
$35 monthly cap for insulin, the
expensive diabetes medication,
for Medicare and private insur-
ance patients starting next year.

" It seemed possible that language

" could be weakened or removed
during debate.

: Reflecting Democrats’ calls for
tax equity, there would be a new
15 percent minimum tax on some

- corporations with annual profits

~ exceeding $1 billion but that pay
well below the 21 percent corpo-
mpanies buying back

™

1 percent for those transactions,
‘swapped in after Sinema refused
to support higher taxes on hedge
fund managers. The IRS budget
would be pumped up tostrengthen
its tax collections.

While the bill’s final costs were
still -beingi determined, it would
spend close to $400 billion over
10 years to slow climate change,
which analysts say would be the
country’s largest investment in
that effort, and billions more on
health care. It would raise more
than $700 billion in taxes and
from government drug cost sav-
ings, leavingabout $300billion for
deficit reduction over the coming
decade—a blip compared to that
period’s projected $16 trillion in
budget shortfalls. Associated Press
writer Matthew Daly contributed to this

report.
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Higit 3K aftershocks naitala sa Abra

Nina DORIS FRANCHE at MER LAYSON

Inihayag kahapon ng
National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Manage-
ment Council (NDRRMC)
na umaabot na sa P1.6-

. bilyong halaga ng mga

imprastraktura ang na-
pinsala ng magnitude 7
na lindol na tumama sa
Abra at kalapit na mga
lalawigan sa northern
Luzon.

nasira, at 628 bahay ang
buong nawasak.

Hindi naman bababa
sa 136,612 pamilya o
502,462 katao ang naa-
pektuhan sa 1,329 ba-
rangay sa llocos Region,
Cagayan Valley, at CAR.

May kabuuang 368
pamilyang lumikas o
1,310 indibidwal ang
nanatili sa 20 evacua-

lungsod at munisipalidad
din ang nagdeklara ng
State of Calamity dahil sa
lindol kamakailan.
Samantala, umaabot
na sa 3,097 ang mga~
aftershocks na naitala. nE
Philippine Institute of Vo
canology and Seismo-
logy (Phivolcs) kasunod
ng magnitude 7 na lindol
na yumanig sa norte

Ayon sa NDRRMC, tion centers. noong Hulyo 27.
nasa P1,593,861,827.11 Samantala, 14,401 Ayon sa Phivolcs,
ang' kabuuang halaga pamilyang lumikas o ang mga aftershocks ay

ng 1,519 na nasirang

' imprastraktura sa llocos

Region, Cagayan Valley,
at Cordillera Administra-
tive Region (CAR).

Nabatid na 770 im-
prastraktura sa CAR
na nagkakahalaga ng
P837 813,455.3 ang nasira
na sinundan ng rehiyon
ng llocos na may 597 in-
frastractures na nasira na
nasa P724,019,208 ang
halaga at Cagayan Valley
na may P32,029,162.81
sa 131 na napinsalang
imprastraktura.

May kabuuang
35,327 bahay rin ang
naapektuhan ng lindol sa
llocos Region, Cagayan
Valley, CAR, at National
Capital Region (NCR). Sa
naturang bilang, 34,699
bahay ang bahagyang

52,028 indibidwal ang
nananatili sa labas ng
mga evacuation center.
Ayon sa NDRRMC,
ang Department of Ag-
riculture ay nag-ulat ng
P33,227,895 na pinsala
sa sektor ng agrikultura
ng CAR, habang ang
National Irrigation Admi-
nistration ay nagtala ng
P22,700,000 na pinsala
sa llocos Region at CAR.
Ang naiulat na bilang
ng mga namatay sa lindol
ay nanatili sa 11, habang
ang mga nasugatan ay
tumaas sa 574 mula sa
567 noong Sabado.
May kabuuang 29 na

mayroong magnitude na
mula 1.4 hanggang 5.1.
Ang 955 anila sa mga
ito ay pawang plotted
habang 61 naman ang
naramdaman.

Sinabi ng Phivoles na '

aftershi
itude na3 na

ang hulin
may ma

lindol ay rhramdamansa .

Pilar, Abra dakong alas-
11:12 ng \umaga nitong
Linggo.

Nakapagtala rin ng
Instrumental Intensity'sa

Vigan City sa llocos %
Unaynang klinasip!
ng Phivolcs ang I|nd§
'\

sa Abra bilang “maj
earthquake.”
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'BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Metropolitan \)C"s.n:rwor]f;1
and Sewerage System (MWSS),
assured the scheduled rehabilita-
tign of the auxiliary turbine unit
2 (AU2) at the Angat hydroelec-
tric power plant will not affect
water supply in Metro Manila, W

as 244-day Angat rehab starts

MWSS said the rehabilitation
is set to begin today, August 8
and will go on until April 8, 2023,

The agency said” water alloca-
tion from Angat dam is transmit-
ted through auxiliary turbines 1
to 5 as well as through by-pass 1
and 2 which requires periodic re-
habilitation to ensure they remain

MWSS assures normal water SUI_’P_IY

in working order for the longer
term and do not present any
danger to third parties as they are
regularly in use and exposed to
a vatiety of weather conditions.

MWSS added the rehabilitation
invplves complete dismantling

- and replacement of old systems

apart from assembly and instal-

=k

lation of new and automated.
systems.

The agency also assured the
Angat Dam Operations and Man-
agement Inter-agency Technical
Warking Group agreed to the
shutdown of AU2 only after it was
satisfied that the impact and risk
had been substantially mitigated.

—-__!__

MWSS administrator Leonor
Cleofas said in a statement while
normal dam operations will be
affected by the repair, the risk to
water supply is low as the dam
will maintain its ability to release
water through the by-passes of
the auxiliary turbines and the
operation of the low-level outlet.

Cleofas said an alarm system
that alerts operators to sud-
den decreases in flow detected
by stream gauges will prevent
domestic water allocation from
being reduced.

Angat Dam currently supplies
97 petcent of Metro Manila’s wa-
ter requirements - Jed Macapagal
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Robin seeks regularistatus for contractual employees

SEN. Robinhood Padilla wants ca-
sual or contractual employees who
have rendered at least five years of
service in government to become
regular employees and avail of the
benefits due them.

Padilla earlier filed Senate Bill
(SB) 234 which seeks to grant civil
service eligibility under certain
conditions to government em-
ployees appointed under casual
or contractual service. '

“It is high time that we grant
eligibﬁity to our committed ca-
sual or contractual employees of
the government in order to open
opportunities for higher salaried po-
sitions, boost their morale and keep
them motivated, and enhance their

productivity to the benefit of the
public,” the senator said in his bill.
“For the longest time, the gov-
ernment has gained notoriety for
denying its employees opportuni-
ties to be regularized,” he said.
Citing data from the Civil Ser-
vice Commission (CSC), he said
that 660,390 out of 2.4 million
government employees in 2017 (or
27 percent) were under “job order”
or “contract of service” status.
“Most of our casual or con-
tractual government employees
cannot seek regular employment
because they are not civil service
eligible,” Padiilal lamented.
He said there have been special
laws, regulations and orders autho-

rizing the CSC to grant eligibility
to “qualified individuals” includ-
ing Bar/Board eligibility, Barangay
Health Worker Eligibility, Baran-
gay Nutrition, Scholar Eligibility,
Barangay Official Eligibility, Elec-
tronic Data Processing Specialist
Eligibility, Foreign School Honor
Graduate Eligibility, Honor Gradu-
ate Eligibility, Sanggunian Member
Eligibility, Scientific and Techno-
logical Specialist Eligibility, Skills
Eligibility Category 2, and Veteran
Preference Rating, |

Covered by the bill are casual
or contractual employees occupy-
ing first level career civil service
positions in the clerical, trades and
custodial service involving non-

professional or sub-professional
work in a non-supervisory or
SUpervisory capacity.

Government employees who will
qualify should meet conditions in-
cluding a certificate of no pending
administrative case and should not
have been convicted by final judg-
ment of an offense or crime involv-
ing “moral turpitude, disgraceful
or immoral conduct, dishonesty,
examination irregularity, drunken-
ness or addiction to drugs.”

They should also not have been
dishonorably discharged from the
military service or dismissed for
cause from any civilian position
in the government.

BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO
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Padilla Lwlll | proposes regularization
for casual workers in government

By Macon Ramos-Araneta of the corresponding benefits given to

. g government workers. Padilla’s proposed

. CASUAL or conti employees who measure grants civil service eligibility

have rendered at five years in gov- under certain conditions to government
e a chance to

employees appointed under casual or con-

become regular if Senate Bill  tractual service in the career service.
234 filed by S nhood Padilla is - “Itis high time t '_ we grant eligibil-
passed into law. "\ uty to our commit casual or contrac-

"Iheseemployheg,

order to open opp
salkned positions,

ities for higher
oost their morale
rated, and enhance

its employees opportuniti
Iarlzed,”he added

_ii S _i. -

Padi lla said, canavail’

Citing data fmml the Civil Service
Commission, he noted some 660,390
out of 2.4 million government employ-
ees in 2017 (27 percent) were under “job
order” or “‘contract of service” status,

“Most of our casual or contractual gov--

ernment employees ot seek regular
employment because they are not civil
service eligible,” Padilla lamented. -

-
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ISINUSULONG sa Senado na magkaroon na ng
pagkakataon ang mga “casual” o “contractual” na
empleyadong matagal nang naninilbihan sa gobyerno
na maging regular, na may karapatan sa mga
karampatang benepisyo.

Ito ang nilalaman ng Senate Bill 234 ni Sen. Robinhood
‘Robin’ Padilla na nagbibigay ng civil service eligibility sa
mga casual at contractual nanakaabot ng “di bababa salimang
taon sa serbisyo.

“It is high time that we grant eligibility to our committed
casual or contractual employees of the government in order
fo open opportunities for higher salaried positions, boost
their morale and keep them motrmfed, and enhance their
productivity to the benefit of the public, ’ ani Padilla.

“For the longest time, #regmaemmbmgwuﬂm!onety

for denving its employees opportunities to be regularized,”
senador.

anang

Ani Padilla, tinaya ng Civil Service Commission na
660,390 sa?_ Amilyong empleyadosagobyano noong 2017
(27%) ang “job order” o “contract of service” ang status.

Karamihan ay hindi ma-regular dahil hindi sila civil service
eligible.

“Most of our casual or contractual government employees

cannot seek regular employment because they are not civil
service eligible, " ayon sa senador.

Dagdag ni Padilla, may ibang mga special laws, regulations
at orders na nagbibigay ng eligibility sa mga “qualified
individuals™ tulad ng Bar/Board eligibility, Baran, EE Hea]lh
Worker Eligibility, Barangay Nutrition, Scholar
Barangay Official Eligibility, Electronic Data Pmcessmg
Specialist Eligibility, Foreign School Honor Graduate
Eligibility, Honor Graduate Eligibility, Sanggunian Member
Eligibility, Scientific and Technological Specialist Eligibility,
Skills Eligibility Category I1, at Veteran Preference Rating.

Nabatid na sakop ng panukalang batas ni Padilla
ang mga casual o contractual na empleyadong nakasilbi
sa gobyerno ng hindi/ bababa sa limang taon, at nasa

S. Sa gonyerno

ASUAL JOB ORDER
FREGULAR N

M. ALFONSO (p.2).

first level career civil service positions sa clencal trades .

at custodial service.

Dapat walang pending administrative case at hindi na-
convict sa krimeng may kinalaman sa “moral turpitude,
disgraceful o immoral conduct. dishonesty, examination
irregularity, drunkenness or addiction to drugs”.

Hindi rin dapat dishonorably discharged sa military
service o dismissed for cause sa anumang civilian position sa

gobyemo ang naturang empleyado. (Mylene Alfonso)
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Couples ancl ;i&lners battle against each other in a guessing ga _,e

Iriﬁumate mdoori
' dbnversatlons- |
i

| oq enwronment

BY EDISON JOSEPH GONZALES

KWENTON& Kalikasan, an

Ioumahsm ) Forcst Founda-
ton Phihppmes covers topics

on forest chscrvatton mdlge— :

fnous narratives, biodiversity and
environment through a series of
Of conversations as

mdlgenouS‘ »eoples and city
dwellers W&fe asked to meet
and exchange talent — which
lughhghted, he importance of
ton.

enous mstn@ment to express his
culture. G up, the elders
taught members of the tribe
how to bldgg the pulala (tradi-
tional bambx ) flute) and create
beats usm alatong (drum).
His instruments are made from
materials cﬂmd in the forest.
He ulgﬁd "]e to look back
and feel proud of who they are
through music
Also &ogg Bukidaon, Anna
Rose Achasis one of the leaders
of the Anak ng Tribuang Hig-

K m-?[‘alﬂ,ndl Association,
‘Dancing is. ﬂ:u: field she excels

in. She pe the traditional
hawk dance. She said there must
be solemnity ir people’s actions

as she push:{fot the protection

of nature.

In the second episode, couples
and partners — Sam Kaplan,
Kaine and Katt, Keqidra and
Danny Jeff, Jazztine and Angela,
and Junko and Q — battle against
each other in a guessing game.

They had to guess whether the
Squirre] Monkey, Calamian Deer,
Philippine Pit Viper, Blue-Capped
Kingfisher, Makahiya, Tennessee
Coneflower and Philippine Jade
Vine, among other species, are
native to the Philippines.

They realized that there are
many colorful and diverse flora
and fauna native to the Philip-
pines, encouraging them to do
more for the environment.

In the third episode, survivors
of the Tropical Storm Sendong
read lettets they for their
future selves.

On Dec. 16, 201 Severe
Tropical Storm Washi, locally
called Typhoon Sendong, made.
landfall in Mindanao in the
middle of the night. It caused
catastrophic damage which took
around 1,200 to 1,500 lives and
affected over 110, 0007 families.

In her letter, college instruc-
tor Rechelle Batraquias said chil-
dren must learn the importance
of caring for the environment,
throwing their trash in the right
bins and planting trees,

EDITORIAL  CARTOON
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g Saway from
the ﬂamd&%be of Lanta-

pan 'Bukldqnon is into soil-

and farming. For him,

an instrument for heang.

%mugh soil-painting, he pro-

motes his culture and shows his

people’s struggles. He also noted

the need to take care of nature
which gives life.

Nicolo Nathan Macoy, a stu-
dent from Xavier University,
does graphic design, branding,
layout and illustration via digi-
tal media. For Macoy, Saway’s
art is not just about him but
also about the people he loves
and the environment, thus set-
ting his art apart from others.
. Cagayan de Oro’s Francis
Cang likes m*slc and produc-
tion, He is ed on playing
the guitar which he learned
on YouTube, He describes his
passion as an experience of self-
diseovery and a form of self-

expression. He views Puclawan’s

flute and drum as part of their
heritage and their tribe’s identity
which should be cared for. He
is reminded of the simplicity
and beauty of indigenous music,

Cheerleader Zaira Dehing is
also from Cagayan de Oro. She
said cheer dance offers a sense
of belongingness and purpose.
While performing Acha’s hawk
dance, she said she felt freedom
and leatned how their tribe up-
hold their beliefs.

“Help them understand the
role of the fotest in preventing
flash floods. Let your expeti-
ences from Sendong be the
gulde to better care for the
environment,” Barraquias said.

College student Matiz Obsina,
inher letter, wrote: “I]usl want to
remind you that I am extremely
proud of you for stnv}ng very
hard and not giving up. I know
you are'still pursuing your passion
to be an advocate for the protec-
tion of our environment.”

Senior high school faculty
Keith Paasa told himself not to
give up despite the hardships.
“But you are a marked survivor.”

Development worker Tat Gual-
berto prays with all her heart that
as she reads the letter, she is still
working with indigenous peoples.

“I hope you still believe that
protecting forests mean pro-
tecting the people from the
upstream to the downstream
communities,” she wrote.

“You've always been fascinated
by the forest ecosystem; how one
thing is interconnected with the
other. May you recognize that you
are not alone in this journey, and
do your part that in the greater
scheme of things, each has a
ctucial role to play no matter how
big or small,”” Gualbertg added.

“We never imagined we would
still be alive today, I am alive
and thank heavens for all the
blessings,” said senior citizen
Escatlita Dalumpines. “Itis the
reason we live; we live because

. of our environment.”
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ONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU
. Visayas Avenus. Diliman, Gueton City 1198

On the ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANGE REPORT AND MANAGEMENT EPRMP)
of the proposed EXPANSION OF BALABAG GOLD-SILVER PROJECT of TVI RESOURCE
DEVELOPME ILS.) INC. to be located at SITIO BALABAG, BARANGAY DEPORE,

NGA DEL SUR.

en to all parties who wish to give their opinion regarding th \implementation
(PANSION OF BALABAG GOLD-SILVER PROJECT to attend the Public
d on: -

Hearing sj::h B

Time

X 8:00 AM (Registration starts
(Tuesd 5t 8:30 AM)
The Public He 7 is being conducted in connection with the review of EPRMP of the

aforementioned project by the Environmental Management Bureau {EMB) of the Departmeant
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

The following |h1 he project information:
of Balabag Gold-Silver

Sitio Bal Brgy. Ba Zam| a del Sur
Area: 2,177 hectares

! Ex tion Rate: 11 MMTPY of ore and waste |
Resource Extractive Industries Mining ]

| Extiaction of metallic ores/minerals |’

The Zambma Peninsula has-an abundance of rich mingral deposits that

have attra small-scale and larger-scale mining companies throughout
the years. The mining operations have provided to the local and
national economy, royalties to the indigenous people unities, and

livelihood programs to the host and adjacent mun es. Meeting the
Project economic parameters and ofi-take agreements the primary
reasons behind the need to increase the production . Anin-house
estimate and re-optimization of the mine design had been made considering
the increase in the gold price, yielding an increase in ore and waste
tonnages. Some of the marginal ore classified from previous estimates

have been considered for processing. To mine this inal ore, waste
stripping has alsoin thus, the overall material F annum.
roj
1 Component Existing Capacity/Area pansion/
;apacity/Area
Area Covera 189.4095 hectares 177 hectares
Extraction Rate (Org- Waste) |2 MMTPY 1 MMTPY
Surface Mine Area 13.5 hectares 35 hectares
Mill and Processing Plant
Ca ' 2,000 MT/day I!.SDD MTiday
Tailings Storage Faci 20.5 hectares ! |76 hectaras
Waste Dump Area 13 hectares 50 heclares
TVI Resource jls.} Inc. ;
All interested parties who wish to attend or participate in this Public Hearing should preferably
confirm their ] /participation and may give their opinion(s) in a concise position paper to
| the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION (EIAMD) of this
Office through email at eia@emb.gov.ph, three (3) days before the Public ring schedule.
Those who will be able to register or submit written positions may be givan the opportunity
to share their [ssues on the day of the hearing itself. 3

The project's EPRMP and Executive Summary for the Public are downloadable on our website:
‘the Notice of Public Hearing/ Consultation link found on our website), while
able in the following offices: L

X
s, Balangasan District, Pagadian City Tel No. (062) 945 3?8

boanga del Sur

ray. Depora, Bayag, Zamboanga del Sur

please contact the EIA and Management Division at this Office at telephone
and B538-4378 loc 116 and look for the project case handlers, Ms. Leonil

= reyd

"

MT-APQ. 8 & 15, 2022
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