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Disaster Resilience ciampio

Honored by Office of Civil Defense

R )
[
Tha Dangal Bantayog ng Kata
President Zenalda Delica-will
Committee Hans Sy. They are

tagan awardees {startin
isan, Department of E

9 frem third.from left): De

Defense (DND) Seniar Undersecratary Irineo Espino, and DND

0 celebration of the
National Disaster Re-
sillence Month (NDRM)
last July, the Depart-
ment of National Defense
(DND) - Office of Civil De-
fense (OCD) and the Nation-
al Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Cauncil
{INDRRMC) concluded the
NDRM with a culminating
ictivity  themed “Pagpu-
pugay sa Bidang Piliping*,

DND-OCD and fts
partners, NDRRMC, Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), .
National Reslifence Coun-
cil [NRC), and ARISE PH
ca-presented the “Dangal
Bantayog ng  Katatapan™
awards, which recognize
national  decision-makers,
local actors, and change-
makers on the ground.

The four awardees
include SM Prime, Holdings,
Inc. (SMPHI) Chairman of
the Executive Commitree
Hans Sy, DENR Secretary
Marla Antonta “Tanl™ Yu-
lo-Loyzaga, Department
of Science and Technology
(DOST) Secretary Renato
Solidum, Jr., and Center for
Disaster Preparedness Pres-
ident Zenaida Delica-Willi-
500 ..

In his welcome re-
marks, OCD Undersecretary
Arlel  Nepomuceno  said,
“The impeccable perfor-
mance [of our awardees]
over the years inspires the
Bayaniban spirit and cop-
tributes to a safe, secured,
and resilient way of life for
every Filipino. They exem-
pllfy the value that no one
Is left behind amid manag-
Ing disaster risks.”

Meanwhile, DND Un-
dersecretary Irineo Espino,
on behalf of DND Secretacy
and NDRRMC Chalrpersan
Gilberto Teodoro Jr, ex-

DOST Secretary Renato
Solidum, Jr,

tended his congratulations ro
the awardees and urged stake-
holders to continue working
together, coming up with new
ideas, and advocating for pal-
icies that Increase the resil-
ience of the coy ntry.

The Dangal Bantayog ng
Eatatagan Awardees

DENR Secretary Marla
Antonia "Toni™ Yula-Loyzaga
was conferred wich “Dangal
ng Filiping sa Pagrataguyod
ng Pa’mpub]lkung Katatagan~
far her exemplary servicp ag
the Incumbent Secretary of
the DENR and Chaltperson on
Climate Change Adapration,
Mitigation, and Disagter Risk

Hans Sy (middle) recaives the "Dangal ng Piliping sa Pag-ag.

Apay sa Ligtas na Sambayanan®

Award for hig outstanding Euseb]
leadership and unwavering support to the effective delivery of Em[‘:' Nor o8
of core Disaster Risk Reduction and M fates  fo, Rl ot and Natural Re:

that served as both bridge and catalyst for all sta
Wwas presented by tha Office of Civil Dafenzg

The award

and Natural R

_4%

DENR S'ecretary Maria
Antonia “Toni* Yulo-Lnyzaga

'I:ledu:t[un of the Cabingt Clus-
er.

DOST Secreta Re;
Salidum, Ir. on the oger h:ig:
recelved the “Dangal
Pino s3 Pagpapauniag Ng Kag-
alingan ar g

Another Staunch advg-
cate of DRRM iy g, Zenaida

Mmayanan* for ploneering the
advancemene and promotign

YA BioaNG P JEUDY

AL

A

Ineluded i the photo are;

Partment of Science and Tac hno
Secretary Marla Antanla

: (L-R, front): SM Supermalls Seniar

ito Ramos,

SM Prime Holdings, Inc.
Chairman of the Executive
Cammittee Mans Sy

of community-based DRRM at
the national, reglonal, and In-
ternational levels.

Mr. Hans Sy was award-
ed the “Dangal ng Pilipino
sa Pag-Agapay sa Ligtas na
Sambayanan,” the first-ever
awardee from the private sec-
tor,

“I stand here roday as
a bellever in the whole-of-so-
ciety approach as well as the
use of selence and technology.
This and the public-privare
collaboration are pivotal in
addressing systemic risk and

reducing disaster losses,” he'

said. “Let us all bounce for-
ward and embrace the spirit
of resilience In everything we

E

Assigtans Vica President for Operations of the North Junlas

Bataan Governar Jose Enrique Garcia lll, Dapartmant

kzhol'der:

Undersecretary Arial Mepomucena (left) and Departmang of
Mational Da‘fﬂﬂﬂseniurUndmgcratary Irineg Espino,

(DENR) Under ¥

peratians Juan Miguel Cuna, Balanga, Bataan Mayor

Franci; , and Tinigng Mandarag_at Chair_man
Ft!rdIn-:;:::.‘l.1 m:ny Ea(rl.c-ii:. back): SM Suparmalls Vice Prasident
for Corporate gom plianice Group Liza Silerio and DENR Under-

ecretary Marj|oy Ernl.

3

1 ST | L

logy Secretary Renato Solidum, Jr., Center for Disaster Preparedness

it “Toni" Yulo-Loyzaga,and SM Prime Holdings,

iained by from left: Office of Civil Dofense (OCD) Assistant Secretary Raffy Ale jandra IV, OCD Undersecretary Arial Nepamuceno, Department of National
Assistant Secretary Josq| £

Inc. Chairman of the Exscutive

.

PAGTPUPUGAY

Expanding DRRM Partner-
ships

A summit with a
number of seminars was
held durlng the merning
sesgion before the awards
Presentation.  The  sum-
mit’s talks were put in mo-
tion by one of the keynaore
speakers, Senate President

TH NATION
.«() NTH C lj l h Pro-Tempare, Senator La-
. ren Legarda.

o She underlined in
her message thar improv-
ing the nation's resilience
ta climate change and nat.
ural disasters requires a
whnle-of—gwernmem and
whole-of-natign strategy,
Sen. Legarda alsg highlight.
ed the need go effectively
apply all pertinenr legis-
lations in order to achieve
the objective of creating
communities that are more
secure and resilienr.

5M, DENR, and San
Miguel Corporation  [lje-
wise inked 2 memorandum
of agreement regarding
Batzan's adoption of may_
grove areas in the munic-
ipality of Abucay and the
ciry of Balanga.

Center for Disaster
Preparedness President
Zanaida Delica-Willison

do. Together, we can create a
world not only that endures
but thrives In the face of chal-
lenges.”

Mr. Sy is the Chairman
of the Executive Committee
of SPHI, Co-Chalr of the Unit.
ed Natlons DRR Private Secror
Alliance for Disaster Resilient
Societies or ARISE Phillppines,
and Co-Chair of the National
Resilience Council for the Pri-
vate Sector.

Under his dedicated

guldance, SMPHI has continu-
ously promored environmen-
tal sustainability and disascer
resilience, giving the next gen-
eratlans hape for progress ang
prosperity.w

Senate Presldent Pro-
Tempaore, Senator Loran
Lagarda

(From left) National Resilience Council (NRC) Science

Polley Practice Expert Jessica Bercilla, SM Prime Holdi ings,
Inc. Chairman of the Exacutive Committee Hans Sy, Senate
President Pro-Tampore Senator Loren Legarda, M Super-
malls Vice Prasident for Corporate Compliance Group Liza
Silario, Local Climate Change Adaptation for Development
Chalrman Mong Rangasa, Women's international Netwerk
o Disaster Risk Reduction Founding Member Atty, Violeta
Seva, Department of Enyir and Natural Re.
Lfndersacrntary Marilou Erni, Office of Cjyil Dafanse As-
Sistant Secretary Raffy Alejandyo IV, and NRC Executive
Diractor Silvestre Ba rrameda, Jr, ?
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Save the sunset: Senators
seek reclamation 'l‘eview

; By MARC JAYSON CAYABYAB

Senators are calling for
the suspension ¢ of reclama-
tion projects in Manila Bay,
citing their adverse lmpact
on the environment, in-
cluding spoiling the view
of the famed Manila Bay
sunset.

-Secretary Ma. Antonia Yulo-
Loyzaga of the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) announced on
Friday the formation of a team
to review all ongoing reclama-
tion projects for their impact on
511(-:} environment. .

ustice Secretary Jesus
‘Crispin ﬁenﬁﬂla is also push-
ing for a review of all the
contracts for the %clamahon

projects in Manila, saying the -

award of reclamation con-

 tracts] by the thh me Recla_
matxon Authon ) was
“rushed” and that no public
hearing was held.

In aradio interview ondwlZ
on Saturday, Sen. JV Ejercito
expressed fears the famous
Manila Bay sunset would
soon be gone as he called for
a review of the impact of the
reclamation prO}ects on the

environment. .

Bjercito st had fond
_childhood memories of feeling
the'sea breeze and watching
‘the stnset in Manila Bay along
Roxas Boulevard.

] remember as a child, we
would go to Dewey Boule-
vard (the old name of Roxas
Boulevard) to smell the ocean
breeze,” Ejercito said in Filj-

ll'lD :
“Dati, nagpapahangm tayo
Turn to Page 3

" dwlZ interview. : :

- “ILthink the government is serious about
it NOW because of _:erai comp}amts, i
Villar added, citing t
4 the US embassy in Max
bassy earlier said the }emt venture project
“involves a subsidiary of a ‘Chinese state

firm blacklisted by Washington for its role

save From Page 1

sa Manila Bay Ngayon, nagpapabu}mngm na.
tayo,” he added, piaymg on the Flhpmo |

words for breeze and sand.’

He urged authorities to review the rec-
lamation: pm]ects in Manila Bay, which —if

allowed to continue — coulci obstruct the

. view: of the sunset and Worsen ﬂoodmg m -

the mefropohs o
< “T will miss the charm of Manﬂa Bay

Time will come when we won't be seeing
 the sunset anymore,” Ejercito said. -

Sen. Cynthia Villar has also voiced oppo—

 sition to the projects, saying it could worsen
flooding in Las Pifias. and threaten the Las

* Pifias-Parafniaque wetland park.
She thanked the DENR forlookmg into the _
ences of reclaiming

ew oftlmapproved '

environmental consequ
land, as she called for a
projects despite a Supreme C
order to rehabilitate the h

- “The Manila Bay is ours, owned by the :
ple. Why shcmld the

govemment and the peo
Erwate sector benefit from it? 'Hmy should
alt construction and ‘determine first the

Mamlé,” Villar said i m F:hp : o m the Same

‘concern raised by
ila. The US em-

in building militarized artificial islands in

f the South China Sea.

— Wlth D#phne Galvez
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EYES WIDE OPEN

IRIS GONZALES

- -
Battle of Manila Bay,
reclamation versio

here’s a modern-day battle - '
I taking place in Manila Bay,
our famed natural harbor, 'y
and Environment Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga is leading
the fight.

It's an uphill battle as she goes
against proponents of the dif-

- ferent reclamation projects - big
businesses — in her mandate to L
review the cumulative impact of these projects.

This is positive news for the environment and Ma-
nila Bay. Perhaps, the DENR should also order a halt to
all ongoing construction while the review is ongoing.

As Oceana said, “The DENR cannot be reviewing all
these projects without exercising precaution. It is clear
that these projects have already started and resulted in
an alarming degradation of the environment, destroy-
ing the mangroves, denying fisherfolk their fishing
livelihood and sources of food and the destruction of
seagrass and the seabed by dredging.”

Recently, the spotlight is on plastics king William
Gatchalian’s 318-hectare'Waterfront Reclamation Proj-
ect after the US embassy raised concerns on the ongoing
reclamation projects in Manila Bay. It was Bilyonaryo
which first reported the story. .

While the US embassy did not specify any project, it
mentioned China Communications Construction Co.,
which is an affiliate of Gatchalian’s EPC contractor
China First Highway Engineering Corp.

“We have expressed concerns about the potential
negative long-term and irreversible Impacts to the envi-
ronment, the resilience to natural hazards of Manila and

nearl:ﬁr areas, and to commerce. We are also concerned
that the projects have ties to the China Communica-
tions Construction Co., which has been added to the
Us DePartrnent of Commerce’s Entity List for its role
inhelping the Chinese military construct and militarize
artificial islands in the South China Sea. The company
has also been cited by the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank for engaging in fraudulent business
practices. We continue to support high quality, sustain-
able and transparent investments to benefit the Filipino
people and will continue to engage with the appropri-
ate authorities on this matter,” the [JS embassy said.
Actually, I heard that most of the reclamation proj-
ect proponents tapped Chinese contractors. I hope we
won't be paying for the implications of this, one way
or another, in the future.
As of this writing, the Chinese embassy in Manila
not responded to requests from reporters to com-
ment on the US embassy’s statement.

Gatchalian: We are compliant .

Sought for comment, Gatchalian said that with or with-
out reclamation projects in Manila Bay, parts of Manila
would still be submerged in flood, and so will other cities,

The solution is to fix the entire drainage system
which, he said, is old and outdated.

He also said that the City of Manila and Waterfront
Manila are compliant with all the requirements of the
Philippine Reclamation Authority (PRA), including
the payment of regulatory fees of about P800 million
to the government.

There was also “no objection to the project” after it
was given a Notice to Proceed by the PRA.

Not surprisingly, of course, Gatchalian touts the proj-
ect’s benefits, including potential economic activities
across business sectors and “around 100,000 em: loyment
opportunities, billions of taxes and the much-needed
income to the country in general and to the City Govern-
ment of Manila and its constituents in particular.”

He alsosaid during our phone chat that reclamation
has socio-economic benefits well recognized by the
State as early as the time of then President Marcos Sr.

“This has been continued with the successful estab-
lishment of the CCP Complex, Mall of Asia (MOA) and
the like,” he said.

Finally, he also noted that their Chinese contractor is
a different entity from China Communications.

Even before the US embassy raised its concerns
though, Secretary Loyzaga has already made it clear
that her department would be reviewing all reclama-
tion projects,

This is really a welcome development. Doesn't it feel
like all of a sudden, there’s more than a dozen “new cit-
ies” rising in Manila Bay which seemed to have started
years ago while we were sleeping? ;

A thorough review would put all guestions and
concerns aside. '

Should results of the review call for the government
to SCFEE’ Projects, then the Marcos administration must
have the political will to do this.

Cumulative impact assessment

In a forum on Friday, Sec. Loyzaga cited Executive
Order 74 which directs the DENR to conduct a cumu-
lative impact assessment on all reclamation projects.

“What has happened here is that individual projects
were somehow processed without taking into consider-
ation the cumulative impact of all the projects together.
This is actually critical for future use,” she said.

The DENR will form a team to review all ongoing
reclamation activities, she said.

She added that the mandamus issued by the Su-
preme Court ordered 13 agencies, including the DENR,
to ensure that Manila Bay is rehabilitated “to the point
that people can actually swim in it.”

“What we were not able to do at this point is
implement that order and also make sure that all of
these other developments will take place because the
Permits were processed. There is ecological concern,
S0C10 concern, obviously regulatory concern because
of the mandamus order and we do need to balance all
of these now into a set of recommendations,” she said.

Bravo, Sec. Loyzaga!

May you have the strength to endure this uphill
battle. May we all support this review because once
reclamation happens, we can never reverse it.

While it's true that past reclamation projects have
been successful and useful, in this era of a burning
planet, that may no longer be the case.

Email: éyesganzales@gnmﬂ. com, Follow her on Twitter @
eyesgonzales. Column archives at EyesWideOpen on FR.
*
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Metro Pacific deepens 15-year-old

advocacy to clea

By Vanessa n.;l-lidalgn
NG

ur unique and rich marine
biodiversity is home
a vast number'of spedes
whose numbers are greatly
diminishing because of a host
of factors, In addition, over 3
billlon people depend on ma-
rine and coastal biodiversity for
their livellhoods, not to mention
that ir also plays a major role In
mitigating climate change, Thus,
there Is*a call for collective ac-
tion to save life below water.

Collaboration between Io-

cal governments and the pri-
vate sector has proven to be a
winning formula in the con-
servation of marine life. The
exchange of knowledge and
resources between the two sec-
tors creates more long-range,
impactful and sustainable pro-
grams. Among those that have
heeded the call to act in the last
15 years Is tycoon Manuel V.
Pangilinan {MVF}-led Metro Pa-
cific Investments Corp. (MFPIC)

The infrastructure con-
glomerate dives deep into cor-
porate  social - responsibility
through Metro Pacific Invest-
ments Foundatlon (MPIF) with
programs that have far-reach-
ing impact of helping promote
marine biodiversiry, ecological
balance and ecotourism.

Its environmental advocacy
called Shore It Up! (STU) was born
in the dive resort town of Mabi-
ni, Batangas, It began as MPIC's
humble contribution to the an-
nual International Coastal Clean-
up and also a response to Metro
Manllas inundation caused by
Typhoon “Ondoy” (international
name: Ketsana} in 2nag, *

MPIF used inngvative ways
to modify the typical cleanup

Our archipelago
is teeming with
world-renowned
hubs of biodiversity
and requires
astrong support
system from
the private sector
when it comes
to preservation
and conservation

Melody del Rosario
MPIF president

by enlisting valunteer divers to
clear the seabed of solid waste
and implement communi-
ty-based educational and live-
Iihood activities to help reduce
solid waste-at the source.

For more than a decade, these
activities served as the template
of SIU, which will later devel-
op into a comprehensive and

B

chael Toledo, Bohol Rep. Edgar Chatto,

A

BIODIVERSITY FORUM (From left) MPIC head of gevernment relatlons and public affairs Mi-'
Environment Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, Sen.

Cynthia Villar, Tourism Undersecretary Sherean Gail Yu-Pamintuan, Metro Pacific chief finance, .

risk and sustainability officer Chaye Cabal-

preservation and conservation,
We at the Foundation want to
ensure that we pliy our part
in future-proofing what we
have and help mitigate climate
change,” says Melody del Rosa-
rio, president of MPIF.

Fifteen years later, SIU has
expanded fts footprint to 12 lo-
cations, mobllizing some B7,000

multi ¥ pro-
gram, both here and abroad. This
program was replicated in key
coastal areas such as Alaminos
City in Pangasinan; Del Carmenin
Siargao Istand, Surigao del Norte;

Medina in Misarnis Orlental; Cor- 3

dova in Cebu; and Subic Bay,
“Our archipelago is teem-
ing with world-renowned hubs
of bindiversity and requires a
SITONE SUPPOLT SYstem from the
private sector when it comes to

v 5, 2,600 runners and
1,034 scuba divers. It has since
then reached out to 464 organi-
zatlons and local governments,
180 families and 2,800 school-
children or the Junior Enviran-
mental Scouts,

It has also trained and pro-
vided suppart to 10 eco-guides
and 36 marine guardians to
protect the coastal ang aquatic
resources, helping boost eco-
rourism in the process,

A prominent program com-
ponent s the Mangrove Propa-

" gation and Information Center,

which was put up in Alaminos,
Siargao and Cordova, Cebu.
These multipurpose pavillons
serve as a reception area for
tourists  before heading out
to the Hundred Islands in Al-
aminos, the Mangrove Forest
angd Sugha Lagoon in Siargao,
or viewing the panoramic Ce-
bu-Cordova Link Expressway
across the Mactan Channel.

‘Gabay Kalikasan'

In addition, SIU also helps
protect and preserve two sites
that are classified as “Ramsar
Wetlands of International [m-
portance” under the Ramsar
Convention. One is Tybbaraha
Reefs Natural Park in Cagay-

Revilla and MPIF president Malody del Rosario

ancillo, Palawan, This is the
country's largest marine pro-
tected area and is a Unesco
Waorld Heritage Site. The other
is Las Plfias-Paraiaque Wet-
land Park in Manila Bay. SIU is
currently helping Del Carmen
town, home to 4,671 hectares of
contiguous mangrove forest, to
attain membership in the pres-
tigious Ramsar Canvention,

With its vast coverage, 51U
has emerged s the flagship
program of the MPIF, which is
part of Gabay Kalikasan, one of
the business group's advacacies
for a sustainahle Philippines,

A multisectoral forum titleq
"Enlarging our blue footpring
for Philippine marine biodj-
versity conservation,” which
gathered top government ppjy.
cymakers on the environmeny,

n up the seas

was recently held in celebration
of SIU's 15th anniversary,

The highlight of the event
was the in-depth discussion on
collaborative efforts in safe-
guarding Tubbataha Reefs Nat-
ural Park, facilitated by Angel-
Ique Songco, superintendent of
the park area.

Situated in the Sulu Sea off

inland Palawan, Tubbataha ig
a96,828-hectare award-winning
biodiversity-rich marine pro-
tected area. It is a recipient of
financial and logistical support
from the MPIF for the physical
upkeep of the ranger station, as
well as regular marine patrols to.

- prevent illegal entries into the

world-renowned marine park,
The forum was also attended
by Sen. Cynthia: Villar, chair of
the Senate committee on envi-
ronment and natural resgurces,
Bohol Rep, Edgar Chatto, chair of
the House standing commitres:
‘'on climate change, Departrent
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources Secretary Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga and Department
of Toutlsm Undersecretary Sher-
een Gall Yu-Pamintuan. "
Metro Pacific chief finance,

- risk and sustainability officer

Chaye Cabal-Revilla reprasented
the private sector. She also out-
lined the MVP Group's sustain-
ability practices through the Ga- |

* bay Kalikasan program, which is -

aligned with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals.

MFPIF also signed a memo-
randum of agreement with the
University of the Philippines
(UF) and the UP Marine Science
Institute to jointly address ma-
rine environmental concerns.
and premote good governance
for effective management of
the country's natural resources
and marine eCOSYSLEMS. v
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inyJoszpn PORMAS .

= hq @epartment 'of Forelgn

sed i:oncem on the
;risk posed by

- flooding in the area.”

B e S SR

‘ DFA spokesper--

‘son, said T FAIS awére of the concerns ment to determine the imp

Projects on the ecology and safety of’ .
«the:surrounding areas,” she said: TWe |

‘are also aware that the DENR look-

nﬂa Bay, és‘wellas he , ‘
exacerbaﬁng the coastal erosion and °
~ “We note that the Department of .

Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR is already preparing to un-

laws and regulations. "
On Wednesday, Aug 2 l:_he U

' Commgme?s Entmty‘Libt for its \role
_1 helping the'c
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By JoNATHAN L Mavuoa

MID the looming El Nisio, sci-
entists find therselves jn &
tight spet, compelling them

to da more research to came up with
O L e 1

prabl
[broughtabont by cimate change tothe
feountry'’s rick marine biediversicy.
At the forefrant of recent djgcus-
stons on the future of the country’s

[marine ecosystemand the peaplewho
4 VT Had b

lr_i.tn::i.tta from the University of the

Fhilippines Diliman-College of Sci- *

1 blenct

FHOTO. G

Lt

was taken by

ﬂg ‘o T8-mater

fusled by an B N|Ao clim.
¥

thl'.llinl.lmnqu.l'hl::!!

15 which

eratore was 29 degrees Celtlus whan the photo
i1 20, 2000, Schantists axplaln that elevated

rence’s Marine Science Institute (UPD-
CS MS[) presented over 100 papersat
[the recent 17th Mational 5.

on Marine Science in Batangas Clty
from July 20 1o 22.

With the theme, "Saving Our Seas:
Restoring Marine Systema for Peagle
and Narure,* the national symposiom

was A by the Phill As-

Wealth of knowledge
in marine science
THE Philippineshasawealthofknowl-

edgein marine sclence, thanks to sci-
entist d ireless]

lotlal'ioln of Marlne Sciencs (BAMS),
Itwasheldonthe heels of the Warld
. ogieal O

who Ly
wark to learn abaut the effects af cli-
mate chiange to the cauntry's marine

i ¥ warn-
finig that global sea surface tempera-

Duringthe event, atleast 230 oral

i i
DURING the eveént, Dr. Gil Jaclnta,
who recently retired from M3L high-

ghted the importance of the coun-
try'sresaarchers in his speech.

tor for research, maanwihile, said that
symposiumslike that by BAMS give UPD
MSI an apportunity to share results

hers.

Dr.FlorenceOnda, MStdeputy direc.

F han130pest-

“e7 presentations gested toward the

restoration of marine rescarch, gaid -
Sacn,  2020-2021 Balik Scientist of
the Department of Science an'd Tech-
nology (DOST). Heis also the head of
the Verde Tsland Paszage Center far

Younger scientists, researchers
SCIENTISTS and researchers,in
marine science are now attracting
younger generations of scientists
and rescarchers as observed In the
symposium. '

*The trend is that many young
scientists and researchess are now
getring Involved in marine science,”
which is very encouraging for the'fu-
ture of marine sclence in the Philip.
pices; Said pointed sut,

lie sald that younger researcheta
areactivelyhelpinginthe knowledge-
generation tagk of experts in various
felds of marine seience,

O Inog b and Agu Lid
Life Selences-Labo Campus,
“This Is the best time for us to
share our researchand have informa-
ticn on bes: practices from different

andbest practi .

ies, NGO |

camaraderie, widens networks, and

[facilitares future collaborations,” he

. "Moreover, PAMS strengthens

added. .
Dr. Jayvee A:Saco, PAMS 17 presi- |
dentand ofth tthat ympos]

“Thedisrussionsallowuatobulld | argenizations], academe and govern-
onwhat wealready know, belp athees ment,” said Saco, an expert from the
progresa in their own work and learn Batangas State University who the

dhackonk imp fur 1rRROR i viewed via
thier,” Onda said. Zoom oo July 30, %

Experts from various fislds of
marine sclence spoke dyring the
plenary. Besides the ple nary, a total

" 0f 230 parallel sesslons were simul-

taneouely held during the three-day

is held every two years, sald iz is an
avenue for everyone in the Philip-
pines, and even those from abroad,
togatherinons venue and share sci- |
entific research on marine science,

M, wherein currerittrends
In marine seience, hest practices
auﬂthehtelncchno]ggm suchasin
Aguaculture, were dlscussed, eape
cially those being cultured, to haost
production, 5

e ol
tiripants are foining and doing more
research and their studles are very
much aligned 1o the theme of the
sympesium,” Sail:u'nid.

Resilience to dimate change
THE symposivm, he noted, covered
challenges posed by tha changing
climate and changing envi

ed that a lot of par-

youlearnalatof disciplines. It isvery

pollo,und

¥ g LA
Tike the Phillppines,” sald Ame do-fle-

'Hesource Information ‘Autherity],
there is also ditabase on biodiver-
- 8Ity, but they are bits and pieces”

38 F

of harnessing resources in the sq-

‘taﬂcdmultcommyduring::zpan!e
: B

vin

Zoom on July 30.

Filling the knowledge gap
ACCORDING to Ameda-Repallo, whils
(therearetans of rosearches in marine
science, there is still a wide gap that
compels more studles on the subject
matter, particularly becauce of cli-
mate change.

Far one, ske aald the Philippines

“has no economic valuatlon of the

she explained

Climate change-relatedresearch -

ACCORDING to Amnﬂo—Rr_mllo. El
Nifials very evident In the cauntry'a:
weather pattern.

“We feel it. If there's B1 Mide, we
experience deoupht [while] there's
fooding s other parts, It impacts on

Amid El Nino, UP scientists highlight
need for research in marine science

1t in planning, This includes taking
intoaccountelimate change,” shesaid.

Target-specific research

DR. Aletta T, Yfiguez, an expert in
Marine Erolegy, Biological Ocean-
ogagraphy and Ecclogical Modeling,
saidthere is stilla wide gap in marine
#cience research, to ensure science-
based management of the country's
maring resources,

A professar at the UPD MSI and
head of UP Cradle that (s based in
Puerte Galera, Yalguez told the
BUStRESSMIRROR vin telephome in-
terview on July 31 that Impacts of
climate change, such as an El Nina,

. affuct behaviora of fish and other

marine wildlife,

Yiliguez, whose most recent work
on long term trends for the northern
Zamb di heryincluding
climate/the El Nifis-Southern Oscll-
Iation, said sardines are affected by
change in temperature of the acean,

She cited a recent study by a team
of L donthe effectof
ElNifioto sardines production, under-
scoring the economic importanee of
sardmesas partofthe dietary require-
ments of Filipinos, to canning indus-

agriculture, fisheries, flara andf:

and thare are organisms and anfmals
that cauld not cope with che effect of
El Nifto,” he painted out,

o It's adverae impact in terras-
teial area also affects the marine

putting value to the country's natu-
ral like corals, 2 L
and other hahitar-forming specics,
aor the marine pecies themselves are
atill lacking.

She added that the country lacks a

gy

including El Mifto, which is feriously
posing a threat to the country's ma-

rine ecosystem and rich blodlversity. -

[n the fice of Bl Nifio, the impor-
tance of research in marine scienceis

“We kave this so-called ridge-
to-reef approach in i 1

try,and of sub hermen who
depend on the bounty of the ocean, |
“We need long-term planning for
fisheries based on this research, We
need ta know why flaheries produc-
tion is going down, besides averfish-
ing, what is affecting our fich stocle,”

‘she sald,

protection and conservation. What
happens toour farest also affects onr
reefsand coastal and marine envicon-
ment,” ghe added, |

" 'On the rearine énvironment, Bl

ding to Yolgues, other ma-
rine species and the marine environ-
meat are affected by climate change,

~ She agreed that there is aneed to

tome up with science-baged policies
to effectively manage the country's

whichisa mustforth y
on what needs to bé protected, har-

nessed, or used 10 maximize the bon-
'} 1ed “Blu,

“Other countries ke Japan and _

highlighted, sald Charina LynAmed:

Repello, program head, P igtal
Masters in Tropical Marine Ecosys-
tems Management and Assistant
P_t?fusor in Physical Oceanagraphy
arthe UPD M5y,

"Marinesclence s very lmporeant;

the USE ional database of their
1 We don't,” Amedo-
Repollo lamented.

“We are recommending to aur
natlonal government to have n'cen-
tralized database. We have database
from Namria [National Mappingand

t,suchas coral

bleaching, : ]
Amedo-Repollo sald while there

are indaed tons of rescarches, the

. with intence research fg.
cuzing on marine acisnce. . |
"We really need to do more cal-

research—a collab

b

hallenge is how to
inte policies. A
“The government knows there is

a need for scientific research. They
even fund some researches, Even the
DENR |Departmunt of Envifonment
and Natural Resavrers] reqognizes the
importance of reqearch and they use

them .

aderne, th caent

E3
2ad other funding institutions and
other stakebolders—and translage
these researches into meaningful
palleies and action to maximize the
benefits of having a healthy and bio-

- diversity-rich marinn environmene,”

Yhigues pointed out.
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PhI produces 61 000 ml||IOI1
metrlc tons of waste dally

By BELLA CARIASO

The Phlllppmes generates at
least 61,000 million metric tons of

‘waste daily, 24 percent of which s,

plastic waste, according to .Envi-
ronment Sécretary Mana Antoma
Yulo-Loyzaga.

= Loyzaga added that70 percent .

of the material value plastics is
lost, to the Philippine economy
each year, equivalent to-value loss
of $790 million. to- $890 rmllron'
peryear. -

“Today; humars consume 1. 75

timés the national resources that’
the earth is capable of regenerat-
ing. Moreover; as highlighted in
the circular gap report, the major-’
ity or 70 percent of greenhouse gas
emissions come from materials
handling and use,” Loyzaga said
on Friday during the Jaunching
of LOOPFORWARD,.a joint un-.
dertaking between the DENR and.
the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) in Pasay City.
The partnership between the-
DENR and the UNDP- aims to

‘ensure full compliance of indus-

tries with the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) Act of 2022
or Republic Act 11898,

Loyzaga noted that the coun-
try produces 163 million plastic

-sachet packets, 48 million shop- -

ping bags and 45 million thm film *

bags daily.

She added that 33 percent'-

are, drsposed of in landfills and

' dump51tes, while 35 percent are’

leaked into the open enwronment
and oceans. o

“The EPR Act 1nst1tutlon-
alized the extended producer

‘responsibility mechanism as-a
-practical approach to _efficient

waste management, focusmg on
waste reduction, recovery“and :

“recycling and the deve,lopment :

of environment-friendly products;

«that advecate the internationally-
: accepted pnnerples onsustainable
. main ‘business-as-usual and: only
focus 6n downstream solutions.

consumption and production, cir-

‘cular economy and producers’ full
responsibility throughout the life. -
- cycle of their product,” she added.”

Loyzaga also underscored the

need to improve the livelihood
of waste pickers and their com-
munities,
. For hlS part, UNDP Re31dent
Represeritative Selva Ramachan-
dran ‘said that while there was
significant progress over the
last century, the growth was ac-
companied by excessive abuse
of resources and envrronmental
degradation, ;

“The 2023 Circularity Gap
Report indicates that only 7.2

- percent, of the global economy is

circular. The rising extraction and

. use of material has shrunk global

on, new matenals, more than 90
- percent.of materials are- either .
wasted, lost or«iemam unavailable
for reuse for years,” Ramachan-
dran said. ;

He added that studies 1ace
the Philippines amongthe lpiu
est ocean plastlc waste polluters
glt)bally s

According to Ramachandran,
the challenge athand is how to
leaphog the implementation of
EPR'in the Philippines, ... -

“We can no longer afford to've-

* We challenge the obliged enter-
 prises to put more focus on waste
avoidance and reduction, includ-
ing through product redesign to

'improve reusability, recyclability

or retrievability, and employmg
reuse and refill strategies.”
. Environment Undersecretary
for Policy, Planning and Interna-
tional Affairs Jonas Leones said
that only 28 percent of the coun-
s plastic waste gets recycled
and at least 800,000 metric tons of
plastics are disposed of annually.
“Majority of the material value
of plastics is lost to the Phlhppme
economy,” Leones added. -
He added that under the EPR

‘law, violators ‘'will face a fine of -

arculantyfrom9 1 ercentm2018« P5 million to P2 million" andt

to 7.2 percent in"2023. This leaves™:
a significant cirqularity gap. The'
world almost exclusively rehes

-automatic suspension, of business
permit until the requirement of
RA 11898 ls Co‘mplled with.
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Medical groups unite on
environmental awareness

DIFFERENT medical orga-
nizations joined together
on Saturday to increase
awareness on air pollu-
tion, climate change, and
health in the country.

The partnership, called
Health Alliance for Climate
and Clean Air Philippines,
was forged to engage with
government and nongov-
ernment stakeholders to
raise awareness on the
health impact of air pollu-
tion and climate change, as
well as to conduct research
studies on the impact of
air pollution and climate

‘change in the country.
' The alliance is composed
of the Philippine College
of Chest Physicians (PCCP),
Philippine College of Phy-
sicians (PCP), Philippine
Society of Allergy, Asthma,
and Immunology (PSAAI),
the Lung Center of the
Philippines (LCP) and
Healthcare Without Harm-
Southeast Asia.

This comes as the country
continues to experience
climate change, being one
of the three countries in
Southeast Asia out of the
top 10 being most affected
by climate change.

Similarly, the World
Health Organization
(WHO) said that there
were 45.3 air pollution
deaths for every 100,000
people in the Philippines,
which is the third highest
in the world.

In remarks read by its
vice president, Dr. Imelda
Mateo, PCP president Dr,
Rontgene Solante said
that the group is giving
its “unwavering commit-
ment” to the collective
goal of addressing clj-

mate change and improv-
ing air quality in the
Philippines.

“l understand the critical
importance of our work in
safeguarding the health
and wellbeing of our citi-
zens. Climate change is ap
imminent threat that poses
significant risks to our naty-
ral environment and publjc
health,” Solante said. _

Dr. Eileen Aniceto of the
PCCP added that climate
change and worsening ajr
quality have a huge effect
on lung health, with dirty
air conditions leading to
respiratory diseases such
as coughing, wheezing,
lung tissue swelling and
lung cancer.

- “Pollutants also impact
on the Earth'’s climate ang
ecosystem and any action
to reduce air pollution of-
fers a win-win strategy for
health and climate,” Anj-
ceto added. .

The group said it hag
reached out to the Do
and Department of Ep-
vironment and Natura|
Resources (DENR), with
the DoH being aware of
the initiative.

“We will be engaging
with them moving forwa,d "
Jit Sohal, regional climatg
manager of Healthcare
Without Harm-Southeast
Asia said.

They also aim to con-
duct a national campaigp
to raise awareness on the
health impact of air Polly.
tion and climate change, a
well as organizing sem;.
nars, workshops and Toung
tables among health Pro- ]
fessionals, policymakers
and other stakeholders_ '

R.ED ME.NDOZA
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: Developn'ien:t_Autho_rity (MM
Dolomite Beach at Roxas Boulevard o
and trash brought by strong wa

es because
Manny Palmerg

L .,:"rww
DA) conduct a clean-up drive of

of the Metro Manila

N Saturday, removing debris

of the recent typhoon.
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Mitsubishi Motors Philippines
Corporation (MMPC) said it has suc—
cessfully completed its three-phased
forestation project as part of its con-
tinuing environment sustainability and
community development initiatives.

The car company has plantéd vari-
ous species of trees on a 100-hectare

“As part of its commitment to make
Filipinos’ lives better, MMPC embarked
on a large-scale forestation project
that aligns its vision for a greener and
more sustainable future,” said MMPC
in statement,

Recognizing the pressing need to
address the environmental issues that
Filipinos are facing, MMPC initiated
its 100-hectare forestation agreement
with Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), adopting
3 different locations in the country
— Bangui, Ilocos Norte; Siniloan, La-
guna and its last site, Infanta, Quezon
Province. i

Thelatest tree planting activity took
place in Barangay Pinaglapatan, In-
fanta, Quezon Province where a beach
forest was established by planting
bamboo, mangrove, and other beach

Mitsubishi Motor
forestation project

land in different provinces in Luzon..

MITSUBISHI MOTORS PHILIPPINES CORP.

(MMPC) COMPLETES PHASED FORESTATION PRILIL‘T —MMPC

s PH cbmpletes

Chairman Noriaki Hirakata (let) and DENR Region 4A Executive Director Nilo Tamoria during the
tree planting activity in Barangay Pinaglapatan, Infanta, Quezon on July 14, 2023.

forest species along Agos River. This
effort, initiated by Samahan ng Mag-
sasaka at Mangingisdang Pinaglapatan
(SMMP) through the support of MMPC
and DENR, aims to rehabilitate the
riverbanks, Preventing soil erosion in
the area. ° U
With the combined efforts of dedi-
8 .
fishermen and farmers, i
“For 60 years, it's been MMPC’s
commitment to make life better for
Filipinos not just through our vehicles,
but also through our services and CSR
efforts. And today, we are about to nur~.
ture this community’s future, one seed

atatime. I hope that the seeds we plant

today will flourish for generations to
come,” said MMPC Chairman Noriaki
Hirakata in a statement during the tree
planting activity, _
In another initiative, MMPC part.
nered with Philippine Business for
Social Progress to formalize its Baljle
Baterya Scholarship Program.aj'l-'[khg
Program, which began in 2019 in co]-
laboration with Oriental Motolite Mar-
keting Corporation (OMMC), involves
the proper recycling and disposal of
used hazardous lead-acid batteries
BeNerated in the MMPC Plant.
Proceeds from recycling are al-

cated MMPC employees, local com-
munities and government, a total of
78,700 tree seedlings were planted on
the 38-hectare land along Agos River
‘which will be continuously monitored
by MMPC with the help of DENR, Along
with the trees planted, MMPC also
donated a lighthouse to help assist

located to MMPC’s GSR fund, part of

which is now being directed towards

scholarships for senior high school "
students of Don Jose Integrated High
School and Bifian City Senior High
School - Timbag Campus. (Bernie
Cahiles~Magkilat) |
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Keeping track of our indigenous

people and communities

n Aug. 9, 2023 we commermorate
the 29th International Day of the
World’s Indigenous Peoples. The
date was chosen by the United
Nations General Assembly to mark the first
meeting of the UN Working Group on In-
digenous Populations in 1982. There are at
least 110 indigenous cultural communities/
indigenous peoples (ICC/IP) in the Philip-
pines. Individually, they number anywhere
between 14 and 17 million. Geographically,
they are predominantly located in Mind-
anao (61 percent) and Northern Luzon (33
percent). While they represent a sizeable
chunk of the population, IPs continue to be
among the most disadvantaged groups in
the country.

The World Bank previously noted that
1Ps, while comprising only six percent of
the global population, account for nearly
20 percent of the world's extreme poor, Ac-
cording to the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs of the United Nations, more
than 70 percent of the world’s population
are living in countries with rising income
and wealth inequality, including indigenous
peoples who already face high rates of
poverty and acute socio-economic disad-
vantages. They attribute the high levels of

peoples are equal to all other peoples. Reaffirms that
indigenous peoples, in the exercise of their rights,
should be free from discrimination of any kind. 1t
recognizes the urgent need to respect and promote
the rights of indigenous peoples.

Our Constitution mandates that the State shall
recognize, protect, promote and fulfill the rights of
IPs. In 1997, Republic Act 8371 or the Indigenous
Peoples Rights Act (IPRA) was enacted, fulfilling the
State's constitutional duty to recognize the millions
of ICCs and IPs in the country. The IPRA has been
around for 26 years but little headway has been
made to improve the lives of our IPs,

What exacerbates the situation of our IPs is the
absence of reliable public data on ICCs and more of-
ten than not, this leads to situations where they are
neglected in the delivery of basic, social, technical
and even legal services. It is for this reason that we
filed Senate Bill 1167 in August last year, which calls
for the establishment of ICC/IP resource centers in
strategic areas in the country, as determined by the
National Commission on Indigenous Peoples. These
centers will be composed of three major service
areas, namely: The Statistical Service Area; Human
Development Index Service Area; and the Domains
Management Service Area.

The Statistical Service Area will be respansible
for the documentation and recognition of I1CCs
and IPs, their indigenous knowledge, systems and
practices, political structures, and customary laws
through census, appraisal and baseline reports
and libraries. For the Human Development Index
Service Area, it will address the problems of IcCs
and IPs and provide basic and necessary services
through link-ups with concerned government de-

inequality to institu-
tional instability, cor-
ruption, financial cri-
ses, increased crime porg
and lack of access to
justice, education and BmER DJ‘-WS
health services. SENATOR SONNY ANGARA

In its report on
the Philippines, the International Labor
Organization took note of how IP communi-
ties, generally located in distinct ancestral
territories, have high rates of unemploy-
ment, underemployment, and illiteracy.
While their socio-economic, cultural, and
spiritual lives revolve around their ancestral
domains, indigenous peoples see their own-
ership of land shrinking and disregarded.

The Philippines was among the 144
countries of the UN General Assembly that
voted to adopt the United Nations Declara-
tion on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP) on Sept. 13, 2007. It establishes a
universal framework of minimum standards
for the survival, dignity and well-being
of the IPs of the world and it elaborates
on existing human rights standards and
fundamental freedoms as they apply to the
specific situation of IPs.

The UNDRIP affirms that indigenous

partments and agencies, such as training programs,
grant of scholarships, employment, livelihood and
enterprises, and health services, In the case of the
Domains Management Service Area, it will be tasked
to promote participatory programs, projects and
activities for ICCs and 1Ps to effectively deliver their
responsibility of maintaining ecological balance,
restore denuded areas, observe laws, and ensure the
implementation of the Ancestral Domains Sustain -
able Development and Protections Plans and other
existing programs.

We authored Republic Act 10908 or the Inte-
grated History Act of 2016 to raise the awareness
and understanding of our youth on Filipino-Mus-
lims and IPs. The law mandates the teaching of
Filipino-Muslim and IPs history in basic and higher
education in the country. I believe that raising the
awareness of people about the history, culture and
practices of our iPs by educating them in their
early years, will help in fostering inclusivity and in
eliminating discrimination.

ICC/IPs have unique practices and customs
that contribute to the richness and complexity of
Philippine culture and heritage. They deserve to be
noticed and just like any other Filipino, their needs
should not be neglected and the services provided
by government should reach all of them, wherever
they are situated. (Email: sensonnyangara@yahoo,
com| Facebook, Twitter & Instagram: @sonnyangara)

(Senator Sonny Angara has been in public service
for 18 years — nine years as Representative of the lone
district of Aurora, and nine as Senator. He has autho red,
co-authored, and sponsored more than 330 laws. He is
currently seryj ng his second term in the Senate.)
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and coastal communities,

climate observatory data.

The US National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA), which
uses a different database, has also re-
corded a similar trend in recent months.

perature record was reached on April 4 this
year at 21.06°C, overtaking the previous
high of 21.01°C in March 2016. On Aug.
1, average temperatures were at 21.03°C,
it said. ) :

Oceans have absorbed 90 percent of the
excess heat produced by human activity
since the dawn of the industrial age, ac-
cording to scientists,

This excess heat continues to accumu-
late as' greenhouse gases—mainly from
burning oil, gas and coal—build up in the
Earth’s atmosphere.

Globally, the average ocean tempera-
ture has been topping seasonal heat re-
cords on a regular basis since April.

‘Immediate threat’

“The ocean heatwave is an immediate
threat to some marine life,” said Piers
Forster of the International Center for
Climate at Britain’s University of Leeds.

in Florida as a direct result and T expect
more impacts will surface.”

. The overheating of the oceans is pre-
dicted to have other effects on marine
_pl:_‘mt and animal life too, including on the
migration of certain species and the spread
of invasive Species.

This could threaten fish stocks and
thus undermine food security in certain
parts of the globe, '

Warmer oceans are also less capable of
absorbing carbon dioxide (C02), reinforc-
ing the vicious cycle of global warming.

And higher temperatures are likely
to come, since the El Nifio phenomenon,
Which tends to warm waters up, has only
Just begun.

Scientists expect the worst effects of
the current El Nifio to be felt at the end of
2023 and continue into subsequent years.

It said the average sea surface tem- -

“We are already seeing coral bleaching’

World’s oceans

getting hotter; new
temperature record
set — EU monitor

PARIS, France (AFP) — The world’s oceans set a new
temperature record this week, raising concerns about
knock-on effects on the planet’s climate, marine life

The temperature of the oceans’ surface rose to
20.96°C(69.7°F) on July 30, according to European Union

The previous record was 20.95°C in March 2016, a
spokeswoman for the EU’s Copernicus Climate Change
Service told AFP on Friday.

The samples tested excluded polar regions.; 5

Like bath water

“While there are certainly short-
term factors, the main long-term cause
is without a doubt the accumulation of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere
caused by human activity, primarily by
the burning of fossil fuels,” said Rowan
Sutton, director of climate research at the
University of Reading.

The latest figures follow a string of
record highs around the world.

Last month, temperatures of 38.3°C—
as hot as a jacuzzi—were recorded off the

Florida coast, which could be a world- |
record high for a point measurement if |

the figure is confirmed,

J |
The surface waters of the North At-

lanticrose toa record-high average tem-
Perature of 24.9°C last week, according to
Provisional data from the NOAA.

The North Atlantic usually only reach-
es its peak temperature in September,

Since March, the month when the
North Atlantic begins to warm up after
winter, temperatures have been higher
than in previous years and the gap with
past records has continued to widen in

 recent weeks.

The region has become a key point
for observing the heating of the world’s
oceans.

In July, the Mediterranean Sea broke
its daily heat record, with a median tem-
perature of 28 71°C, according to Spain’s
leading maritime research center. e

Marine heatwaves have become twice
as frequent since 1982, according to a
2019 report by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

By 2100, they could be 10 times more
intense than they were at the beginning
of the 20th century if pollutant emissions
are not reduced.

The use of coal, oil and gas is expected
to be at the center of debates in the up-
coming United Nations climate ta]kg
dubbed cOP28, scheduled to take place,
at the end of the year in Dubai,





