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—DENR eyes Co-processmg tO

control plastlc pollutlon

ILE aggressively promoting the
implementation of the Extended
Producer’s Responsibility

(EPR), which compels big plastic manufacturers
to recover plastic wastes that they produce,

the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) is also looking at ways to
reduce plastic waste and combat pollution.

As part of the initiative, the
DENR is exploring the potential of
co-processing, a method that con-
verts residual waste such as end-
of-life plastics into alternative fuel
for cement manufacturing plants:

Using co-processing, solid waste,
including plastics and discarded
tires, is substituted for coal, pet
coke, or diesel as fuels.

Thewasteisprocessedat 1450°C.

This fuel substitution avoids meth-
ane emissions generated at landfill
sitesand partially decarbonizes the
manufacturing process.

Any waste by-products, such as
ash, are also fully integrated into
the microstructures of the clinker,
a key ingredient of cement.

Environmentalists, however,
question thismethod, sayingitcon-
tributes toairpollution andviolates

the Clean Air Act, alaw that prohib-
its waste incineration as a method
of waste disposal.

DENR Secretary Antoma Yulo-
Loyzaga recently visited the new
shredderplatform, which strength-
ensthewaste-to-fuel co-processing
operation of Republic Cement in
Taysan, Batangas upon the invita-
tion of Aboitiz Group Presidentand
CEO Sabin Aboitiz.

The company is a joint venture
of Aboitiz Group and Ireland-based
CRH, one of the leading building
materials companies in the world.

Through its resource recovery
“eco loop,” Republic Cement is the
pioneerintheuseof alternative fuel
inlocal cementmanufacturing, with
over 20 years of experience using
alternative fuels and raw materi-
als. It has established the capac-
ity to reuse or recover the thermal
and mineral properties of waste

materials, such as residual plastic
or rice husk, as alternative fuels.

‘The DENR is seeking strategic
engagements with stakeholders in
the private sector and other non-
governmentorganizations thatwill
yield multiplebenefits to communi-
ties, the environment,and theecon-
omy, while complying with both the
Ecological Solid Waste Management
Act and the Extended Producer’s
Responsibility or EPR Law of 2022.

The EPRlawrequireslarge com-
panies to collect, recycle and oth-
erwise dispose of plastic packag-
ing wastes by 80 percent in 2028.
Loyzaga signed the law’s imple-
menting rules and regulations in
January this year.

Meanwhile, Loyzaga lauded Re-
public Cement for enabling the de-
crease of its partner LGU’s plastic
packaging footprint from 2020 to
2022. Jonathan L. Mayuga
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MUENW Hoﬂﬁg ES The 35th National Disaster Resihence Month recently awarded the Dangal Ban:ayog ng

m third from left): Science and Technology Secretary Renato Solidum, Jr,, Center for Disaster Preparedness
Prasndnnt Zenaida Deika—WIllimEnvlronment Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, and SM Prime Holdings Inc. Chairman of the
Executive Committee Hans Sy (also inset). They are joined by (from left) Office of Civil Defense Assistant Secretary Raffy Alejandro IV, OCD
UndqrsecrewyAneI Nepomuceno, Defense Senior Undetsecmtary Irineo Espino, and DND Assistant Seg:zetary Joselito. Ramcs atthe

Inbemational Convention Center
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_@ ‘Gatchalian: Process observed
in Waterfront reclamation project

By CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE

Sen Sherwm Gatchahan has

maintained that processes were
observed involving the 318-hectare

reclamation project of the Water-

front Manila Premier Development

family. :
- “Idon’t deny i:hat father is con-
nected to the project. I know for a
fact that reclamation projects here
behind the Sofitel Philippine Plaza...
all went through the process,” Gatch-
alian added during the Kapihan sa

“] don’t deny that (it's) my dad’s
project, but I don’t meddle with the
business.”

While he was not part of the
projects, the senator said he knew
that all invited stakeholders, in-
cluding the local government unit,

Inc. (MWPDI) led by the senator’s

(%tchahan From Page 1
non-government organizations, busi-
nesses and embassies were invited and
consulted.

“Jt went through a thorough process.
PRA (Philippine Reclamation Authority)
and the DENR (Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources) issued
permits. They have gone through the

Manila Bay Forum on Wednesday.

1-@- Dare

its part, the Pambansang Lakas
Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng Plhme;E
(Pamalakaya) on Thursday dared the US
embassy in Manila to oppose all recla-
mation projects in Manila Bay, including
those that affect the livelihood of fisher-
men, if it is concerned about the marine
environment. -

. “For us fishers, we’ll appreciate the
concern only when the US embassy
completely opposes the reclamation
projects in Cavite province that gravely
threaten the marine biodiversity and
livelihood of tens of thousands of
fisherfolk,” Pamalakaya chairperson
Fernando Hicap said.

Pamalakaya said fishing structures
such as mussel farms and stationary fish
traps were already wiped out in Cavite
and Navotas to pave the way for the
reclamation projects.

- With Evelyn Macairan, Emmanp.el
Tupas

Turn to Page 4

process. It would be unfair if they ques-
tion it now, * said noted. “Let’s respect

~ the process.”

Last year, the PRA issued a permit al-
lowing MWPDI to start reclamation of 318
hectares of foreshore and offshore areas
in Manila Bay upon full payment of the
initial regulatory fee.

The planned project, located in the
south of Manila South Harbor, will in-
clude a central business district as well
as health, entertainment and education
hubs. This covers the P34.3-billion recla-
mation and horizontal development of
318 hectares along Manila Bay.

Lawful busine=s

Amid concerns raised by the United
States embassy, the PRA yesterday said
that China Communications Construction
Co. (CCCCQ) is engaged inlaw ful business
in the country.

~“We have not received any categori-
cal blacklisting against this corporation.
These are all allegations from news
outside the Philippines, that they are
involved in the reclamation of the WPS
(West Phll:ppme Sea), the artificial is-
lands, so their permits were processed,”
PRA Assistant General Manager for
reclamation and regulation Joseph John
Literal said over GMA News. -

“So we assume that they are doing
business here in a legal manner or they
are lawfully engaged in business right
now,” he added.

The US embassy earlier said it has
already brought to the attention of the
Philippine government its concerns over
the ongoing reclamation projects in Ma-
nila Bay and CCCC.

In 2020, the US blacklisted China state-
owned enterprises responsible for and
central to the militarization and coercion
in the South China Sea.

The CCCC was also reportedly cited
by the World Bank and Asian Develop-
ment Bank for engaging in fr raudulent
busmess  practices.
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FACTS ABOUT THE MANILA WATERFRONT RECLAMATION PROJ_ECT:

Waterfront Manila Premier Development; Inc (Watorfront Manila), the Joint Venture
Partner of the City Government of Manila clarifies its position on the recent allegations
circulating on the alleged opposition of the US Embassy against the Manila Waterfron!
City Reclamation Project.

The initial concems of the US Embassy which were communicated to the City of Manila
pertain only to the flooding that they experienced last August 2022, and possible heavy
traffic flow in the area. Moreover, in coordination with the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR), the US Embassy would simply like to participate in
a discussion on the possible environmental effects and a better understanding of land
reclamation. However, to Waterfront Manila’s surprise, the matter has been blown oul
of proportion and was hyped up by media, adversely affecting the members of the
Gatchalian family.

Far the facaérd:

The City of Manila and its Developer, Waterfront Manila are compliant with all the
requirements of the Philippine Reclamation Authority (PRA). The 318-hectare Manila
Waterfront City Reclamation Project (the “Project™) with the City of Manila has been
given a Notice to Proceed (NTP) and Notice to Mobilize (NTM) and/or Notice to
Commence Actual Reclamation Works (NTCARW) by the PRA. Several govemment
offices interposed no objection to the Project. The Environmental Compliance
Certificate (ECC) was issued by the DENR. The Project was studied and master-
planned by AECOM, a US based company. The Project involves billions of dollars
warth of investment that is expected to immediately spur economic activities across
business sectors and immediately generate around 100,000 employment opportunities,
billions of taxes and the much-needed income to the country, in general and to the
City Government of Manila and its constituents in particular. Reclamation has socio-
economic benefits well recognized by the State as early as the time of then President
Marcos, Sr. This has been continued with the successful establishment of the CCP
Complex, Mall of Asia and the like. In fact, the US Embassy sits on a reclaimed land.

For the record:

The Project did not commence reclamation works last August 2022. Thus, it cannot
be the cause of the flooding within the US Embassy area. Flooding and traffic have
been perennial problems even without reclamation in Manila Bay.

As [for the recent issue on national security, the Project has complied with the

requirements of the DENR to make sure of the safe passage of vessels and that the «

distance of the Project from the US Embassy will not to impede the natural flow of
water, and security protocol, as necessary.

For the record:

The DENR, in its letter dated 02 March 2022 gave CLEARANCE to the Project as
to its compliance with the conditions to the Notice to Mobilize (NTM) and Notice to
Commence Actual Reclamation Works (NTCARW) issued to the Project.

It was clarified that DENR only requires coordination with the Philippine Navy (PN)
relative to their requirements on safe passage, and the proponent has secured
clarification from PN which satisfies the said condition stated in the Area Clearance
issued by the DENR

'See EIS, p. 40B

As to the issue of the eligibility of the Project's EPC Contractor, CHINA FIRST
HIGHWAY ENGINEERING CORP. (CFHEC) is not backlisted by the World Bank.
CHINA COMMUNICATIONS CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LTD. (CCCC) is a
separate juridical entity from GFHEC and it is not involved in the reclamation at
the West Philippine Sea. Moreover, the Project is not funded by the World Bank
but by the Private Proponent/Developer, Waterfrent Manila and at no cost to the
government. Infact, the National Government will get §1% share of the reclaimed
land once the Project is completed.

For the record:

In aletter dated 30 April 2018, the DENR-EIAM Division invited the LUS Embassy
to attend the Public Hearing of the proposed Project scheduled |ast 21 May 2018
as part of the proponent’s application for an Environmental Compliance Cerificate
(ECC). Despite receipt of the DENR letter invitation, no representative from the
US Embassy attended the said Public Hearing as shown on the Public Hearing
Attendance Sheet.

Likewise, there were public scoping and consultations held in 2017 and 2018. |
Based on the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIS) approved by DENR', the
US Embassy was invited but likewise did not attend the hearing.

DENR-EMB Meetings:

a. Public Scoping — 19 December 2017,

b. Public Consultations — May 7 and May 14, 2018;

G Public Hearing — 21 May 2018
Further, the US Embassy further sent its representative in the PRAs initial
rationalization plan meeting sometime on January 17, 2019

In all these meetingsiconsultations, the US Embassy did not objsct or file a
commant as to the Manila Waterfront Reclamation Project.

More importantly, the Project Proponents have ensured in the Project's plans
that there is enough distance from the shore to the reclaimed land. This plan was
incorporated and submitted in its Detailed Engineering Design (DED) last |
05 December 2019 and resubmitted in its Final Landform Design last 10
September 2020 to the PRA. Likewise, the Proponenis have mitigation plans on
environmental effects submitted to the PRA and the DENR.

The Project Proponents assure the public that the Project has all the necessary
permits. They will comply with all govemment regulations, as they continue to do so,
as well as their unwavering commitment to preserve and protect the environment
and not to endanger national security. The Project Proponenis remain committed
to abide by all environmental laws and regulations to ensure that there will be no
viclations that will prejudice every Filipino people. The Private Proponents are open
to working together and commits to cooperate with all stakeholders Ii‘dudlng the
us Embassy to address all concems.

The Prqect Proponents recognize that there is a way to harmonize industrial
developmentwith the preservation and protection of the environment. Eearing this
in mind, the world-class reclamation development envisioned by the City of Manila
is in furtherance of its Vision of bacoming "the premier city of the Philippines,;
mindful of its glorious past and conscious of its exciting future.”

PA

VERTISEMENT




STRATEGIC
& Commumcariow

le,-mVEs
\_.-ﬂ SERVICE

Abyoader okt oy nginess ===

UPPES GE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
r STORY STORY

08-04-

PAGE DATE

Ch iz cautions vs halting project on US govt say-so

EN. Francis Chiz Escudero
S cautioned Malacafiang to
¥ avoid being stampeded into
blocking a Manila Bay reclamation
project solely on the basis of the
| United State government’s concern
over “long-term environmentalim-
:; pac_t:'}’ andthe Chinesepartnerofthe
' proj' ct propdnent a state-owned
Belj g firm earlier blacklisted by
‘Washington.
Escudero said halting a project
| that had hurdled regulatory clear-
‘ances from Philippine agencies—in
this case the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) primarily-would setabad
precedentwhereby Manilacouldbe
simply dictated upon by policy of
foreign governments.
Siéaking at the Kapihan sa Se-

Inado, Escudero said the Chinese
firm “was blacklisted by the US
govéi”nment not the Philippine
government.”
| Henoted that th13 isa recla.ma-

tion project which got clearances
fromthe DENRand, presumably, the
Philippine Contractors Association.

Asked about a part of a recent
US Embassy statement about pos-
sible adverse environmental im-
pacts, Escudero said the “DENR
should have looked at that before
theygranted approval,”addingthat
the department’s decision enjoys
the presumption of regularity, or

that it examined all relevant data.

to form the basis for its move to
issue a go-ahead to the project.
“We cannot block a project on
thebasisof fear,” Escudero stressed,
speaking mostly in Filipino, as he
replied onwhat he deemed specula-
tivebasis for throwing outa project
that was earlier cleared.
Initsstatement, the US Embassy
at Roxas Boulevard, fronting the
Manila Bay, was also “concerned”
that the reclamation project is be-
ing financed by China Communi-

cations Construction Co., whose

subsidiary, China. Harbour Engi-
neering Co. Ltd., was awarded the
project involving backfilling to
form three artificial islands and
foundation treatment.
According to US Embassy
spokesman Kanishka Gangopad-
hyay, “We are also concerned that
the projects have ties to the China
Communications Construction Co.,
which has been added to the US
Department of Commerce’s Entity
List for its role in helping the Chi-
nesemilitary constructand milita-
rize artificial islands in the South
China Sea. The company has also

" been cited by the World Bank and

the Asian Development Bank for
engaging in fraudulent business
practices.”

ADepartmentof Foreign Affairs
source confirmed that this concern
was communicated to them. How-
ever, the Embassy did not file any
demarche or note verbale to this
effect. Butch Fernandez
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Department of Water

' BY BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO

EN. Francis Joseph “Chiz” Escudero

on Thursday raised the need to

create a Department of Water to
ensure that flood control projects will not
be affected by local politics.

Escudero made the suggestion
as he noted that national flood
control projects are often delayed
because of the “interference” of
some local officials.

He was responding to a query
on how the Department of Pub-
lic Works and Highways should
“"balance” the interests of some
congressmen, gOVernors or mayors
in the implementation of flood

control projects in their localities.

“This is not ideal. There are situ-
ations like that when a congress-
man is not in good terms with a
mayor. That is where the Depart-
ment of Water should come in,”
Escudero said in a forum.

“I hope that in the proposed
measure [creating a Department
of Water|, the national govern-
ment'’s authority should prevail
over the local government [in the

implementation of flood control

projects],” he said in Filipino.

Sen. Mary Grace Poe urged fellow
legislators to heed President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr's “marching orders”
to create the Department of Water
Resources Management (DWRM)
amid the looming water crisis.

Poe had hoped the President
would certify as urgent the bill
creating the DWRM so that the
government could focus on solu-
tions to water scarcity.

“Let’s seize the moment stirred
by the President’s marching orders
to finally pass the Department
of Water Resources Management
bill," Poe said. ,

Senate President Juan Miguel
“Migz” Zubiri said he was “glad
to hear that the [creation of the|
Department of Water Resources
remains a big priority of the ad-

ministration.”

“As the principal author of
the bill, I am ready to push the
bill through the Senate, which is
especially timely now, with the El
Nino crisis upon us,” Zubiri said.

“Water deserves serious focus
and consolidated effort. We must
act before the crisis exacerbates,”
said Poe, chairman of the Senate
Committee on Public Services.

“We hope the push for a water
department law can take a step
forward with an urgent certifica-
tion from the President,” she said.

Senate Minority Leader Aqui-
lino “Koko” Pimentel 3rd also
backed the creation of the Depart-
ment of Water, “which should
have jurisdiction over water re-
sources and bodies of water from
'ridge to reef!”
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A review of policy issues in Philippine mining

il

Perpevina C. Tio

EAGLE WATCH

First of three parts

policy governing mining in the Philippines. The current proposal

IN recent decades, there have been several efforts to change the

is to create a new fiscal regime for all large-scale mining opera-
tions. Estimates show that, if enacted, the new fiscal regime could
yield P38 billion annually. The most relevant features of the current
plan, which has been approved at the committee level of the House
of Representatives (HOR), ensures additional revenue streams from
mining activities by declaring all mining areas as mineral reservation
area (or 5 percent royalty pavment to the national government) and
imposinga 10 percent tax on the market value of mineral exports.
The proposals that were originally drafted by the Department of Fi-
nance (DOF) would increase the (.ffum'c tax rate on mining from

the existing 38 percent to 51 percent.

The resurgence of interest in
mining comes after the issuance of

Executive Order (EO) 130, which ef-

fectivelyliftsthe moratoriumonnew

miningapplicationsthathasbeenin

effect since 2012 through an earlier
EO 79 by President Benigno Aquino
III. EQ 79 was created to promote

sustainable economic development

" and social growth at both national
andlocallevels,andspelled outagen-
da points that ensure adherence to
improVed environmental standards

and increased revenues through a
new legislation that rationalizes
revenue sharing schemes.

The revenues received by the na-
tional and local government come
from tax and non-tax payments of
mining companies to various gov-
ernment agencies. Among the taxes
collected from mining, the excisetax
accrues to local government units
(LGUs) hosting the extractive activ-
ity Excisetax,alsoknownasnational
wealth, isanadditional revenuetothe

internalrevenueallotmentthat LGUs
are entitled to receive regularly from
the national government. Since the
enactment of the Philippine Mining
Act in 1895, excise tax on all locally
extracted mineral products has been
peggedat2 percent of themarket val-
ueof thegrossoutput.In2018, excise
tax on all locally extracted minerals
only (metallic and non-metallic) in-
creased to 4 percent by virtue of the
implementation of thefirstpackage of
the Tax Reform for Acceleration and
Inclusion (TRAIN) Law. Excise taxon
minerals are not differentiated from
theexcisetaxonothermanufactured
domestic goods and from abroad.
Section 294 of the Local Govern-
ment Code (LGC) specifies that the
utilization of the LGU's share from
mining (also known as national
wealth share) shall be appropriated
by the local legislative to fund local
development andlivelihoodprojects.
The gross collection of revenues
from mining is generally distribut-

Taxes, Fees, and Royalties from Mlnmg {m Blil!ons of Pesos)

ed to the national government (60
percent) and the LGUs (40 percent),
The 40 percent share of the LGUs is
furtherallocated to the province (20
percent), componentcity/municipal-
ity (45 percent), and barangay (35

. percenit). The revenue share of the

nationalgovernment dependsonthe
productionoftheaggregated mining
industry,andthe LGUshare depends
on the performance of the mining
company in a particular locality.

At the height of the pandemic, the
mining sector increased its payment
of taxes, fees, and royalties to various
collecting agencies to P42.34 billion

" in 2021 from P31.28 billion in 2020.
Of these, the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) and Department of
Environment and Natural Resourc-
es (DENR) collected P3.21 billion in
2021, higher than the previous year's
level of P2.17 billion. Excise tax col-
lected by the Bureau of Internal Rev-
enue (BIR) increased to P7.87 billion

SEE “EAGLE WATCH,” A13

| Taxes, fees, and royaltles
! Fees, charges, and royalties
| (collected by DENR-MGB)
" Excise tax (cc-ﬁllécted_ byBIﬁ)

|
I “Taxes collected by national agendes
|

Taxes, fees, and éharg'es“collécted
by LGUs

2020 | 2021 | 2022
3128 | 4234 | 351
Y | 321_| 8%
1 59 | 787 | - |
gencies | 1977 | 2734 | -
343 | 39

Source: MGB Mmemlsmnsncs 2020 2021, 2022, prea‘:mrnary{dara as ol‘}‘ﬂB March G8).

Eagle Watch...

CONTINUED FROM A1z

in 2021 from P5.9 billion the previ-
ous year. Other taxes received by the
national agencies in 2021 amounted
P27.34 billion, an increase from the
P19.77 billion collected in 2020.

The LGUs' collection of local
taxes, fees and charges in 2021 has
increased to P3.91 billion from the
previous year's collection of P3.43
billion. The accompanying table
shows the breakdown of collection
from mining.

Production value (PV) refers to
thegrossoutputof mineralextract-

ed during the reporting period as
defined in Chapter 1, Section 5(ar)
of the DENR Administrative Order
2010-21 of the Philippine Mining
Act of 1995 (under the term “Gross
Output”). The production value of
mining has seen an increase from
the 2020 level at P195.3 billion to
P223.5billionin2021andto P247.2
billion in 2022. The MGB report
also shows that total employment
in mining in 2022 was 205,642, an
increase from 185,534 employed
in 2021,

Ms. Perpevina C. Tio is a graduate student at
the Department of Economics of Ateneo de Manila
University.
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K(%ing track of our indigenous people and

Sonny M. Angara

BETTER DAYS

N August 9, 2023 we commemorate the 29th International Day

of the World’s Indigenous Peoples. The date was chosen by the

United Nations General Assembly to mark the first meeting of
the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations in 1982. There are
at least 110 indigenous cultural communities/indigenous peoples (ICC/
IP) in the Philippines. Individually, they number anywhere between 14
and 17 million. Geographically, they are predominantly located in
Mindanao (61 percent) and Northern Luzon (33 percent). While they
represent a sizeable chunk of the population, IPs continue to be among
the most disadvantaged groups in the country.

The World Bank previously not-
ed that IPs, while comprising only
6 percent of the global population,
account for nearly 20 percent of the
world’s extreme poor. According to
the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs of the United Na-
tions, more than 70 percent of the
world’spopulationarelivingin coun-
tries with rising income and wealth
inequality, including indigenous
peoples who already face high rates

of poverty and acute socioeconomic
disadvantages. They attribute the
high levels of inequality to institu-
tionalinstability, corruption, finan-
cial crises, increased crime and lack
of access to justice, education and
health services.

In its report on the Philippines,
the International Labor Organiza-
tion took note of how IP communi-
ties, generally located in distinctan-
cestral territories, have high rates of

PAGE

unemployment, underemployment,
and illiteracy. While their socio-
economic, cultural, and spiritual
lives revolve around their ancestral
domains, indigenous peoples see
their ownership of land shrinking
and disregarded.

The Philippines was among the

144 countries of the UN General

Assembly that voted to adopt the

- United Nations Declaration on the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN-
DRIP) on September 13, 2007. It
establishes a universal framework
of minimum standards for the sur-
vival, dignity and well-being of the
IPs of the world and it elaborates on
existing human rights standards
and fundamental freedoms as they
apply to the specific situation of IPs.
The UNDRIP affirms that indig-
enous peoples are equal to all other
peoples. Reaffirms that indigenous
peoples, in the exercise of their
rights, should be free from discrimi-
nation of any kind. It recognizes the
urgent need to respect and promote
the rights of indigenous péoples.
Our Canstitution'mandates that
the State shall recognize, protect,
promote and fulfill the rights of IPs.
In1997, Republic Act8371 ortheln-
digenous Peoples Rights Act (IPRA)
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communities

was enacted, fulfilling the State’s
constitutional duty to recognize the
millions of ICCs and IPsin the coun-
try. The IPRA has been around for
26 years but little headway has been
made to improve the lives of our IPs,
Whatexacerbates thesituation of
our[Psisthe absence of reliable pub-
licdata onICCs and more cften than
not, this leads to situations where
they are neglected in the delivery of
basic, social, technical and even le-
gal services. Itis for this reason that
we filed Senate Bill 1167 in August
last year, which calls for the estab-
lishment of ICC/IP resource centers
in strategic areas in the country, as
determinedbytheNational Commis-
sion on Indigenous Peoples. These
centers will be composed of three
major serviceareas, namely: the Sta-
tistical Service Area; Human Devel-
opment Index Service Area; and the
DomainsManagement Service Area,
The Statistical Service Area will
be responsible for the documenta-
tion and recognition of ICCs and
IPs, their indigenous knowledge,
systems and practices, political
structures, and customary laws |
throughcensus, appraisal andbase-
line reports and libraries. For the
SEE “ANGARA," A13

CONTINUED FROM A12

Human DevelopmentIndex Service
Area, it will address the problems
of ICCs and IPs and provide basic
and necessary services through
link-ups with concerned govern-
ment departments and agencies,
such as training programs, grant
of scholarships, employment, live-
lihood and enterprises, and health
services. In the case of the Domains

Management Service Area, it will
be tasked to promote participatory

‘programs, projectsand activities for

ICCs and IPs to effectively deliver
their responsibility of maintaining
ecologicalbalance, restore denuded
areas, observe laws, and ensure the
implementation of the Ancestral
Domains Sustainable Development
and Protections Plansand other ex-
isting programs.

We authored Republic Act 10908
ortheIntegrated HistoryActof 2016
to raise the awareness and under-

to be noticed and just like any other
Filipino, their needs should not be
neglected and the services provided
by government should reach all of
them, wherever they are situated,

Senator Sonny Angara has been in public ser-
vice for T8 years—9 years as Representative of the
Lone District of Aurorg, and 9 as Senator. He has
authored, co-guthared, and sponsored more than
330 faws. He is currently serving his second term in
the Senate,

E-mail: sensonnyangara@yah 00.com| Face-
book, Twitter & Instagram: @sonn yangare

standing of our youth on Filipino-
Muslims and IPs. The law mandates
the teaching0fPiIipino—!‘~’h.15"%n“: and
IPshistoryinbasicandhighereduca-
f']'!&'-. ¥

tioninthe country.Ibeliev
ingtheawareness of peopl
history, culture and pract
IPs by educating them in thei
vearswillhelpinfosteringinclusivity
and in eliminating discrimination.
ICC/IPshaveuniquepracticesand
customs that contribute to the:
ness and complexity of Philippine
culture and heritage. They deserve

n
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BAGUIO TO TRANSFER TITLE
OF BURNHAM PARK T0 TIEZA

BAGUIO CITY—Hoping to

smoothen its relationship
with the national government,
Baguio has begun the process
of transferring the controver-
sial land title it secured over
a third of Burnham Park to a
tourism agency, a city official
said on Wednesday.

City Administrator Boni-

facio dela Pena disclosed the
outcome of a meeting in May
between Mayor Benjamin

‘Magalong and Mark Lapid,

chief operating officer of the
Tourism Infrastructure and
Enterprise Zone Authority
(Tieza), following a backlash
over Baguio’s decision to se-
cure a title over the centu-
ry-old park’s most visited
spots like its man-made lake.

The ]
named after Chicago architect
Daniel Burnham, who designed
Baguio City for the American
colonial government. _

The city government ac-
quired ownership over 18.2
hectares of Burnham Park
on March 3 to preserve parts
of this popular destination,
which were outside Original
Certificate of Title (OCT) No.
1, the country’s first land title.

As the only remaining
townsite in the country, all Ba-
guio lands are alienable unless
segregated by law, presiden-
tial decree, or through land
patents such as OCT 1.

Baguio was granted OCT No.
2023000017 by the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources over what is described
as Burnham Lot 1, which is com-
prised of the 3-ha lake, the Bagu-
io Orchidarium, the children’s
playground, the Rose Garden,
the Melvin Jones Grandstand

~ and its football field.

Lot 1 also includes the pic-
nic grove, the skating rink, the
stretch of the park dedicated to
children’s bicycles, the Igorot
Park and the Ibaloy Heritage
Garden, which are components
of the 33-ha Burnham Park Res-
ervation, which was set aside
in 1925 “for park purposes”
through Proclamation No. 64.

historic park was -

- Burnham Lot 1 was among
a growing list of townsite prop-
erties that have been identified

for city needs and that require

titles. Wright Park was almost
acquired by a private claimant
because of an ancestral land ti-
tle that was nullified in 2019 by
the Supreme Court. '

Legality questioned

But Councilors Elmer Da-
tuin and Mylen Yaranon ques-
tioned the legality of owning
Burnham Park, which is under
the supervision of the Depart-
ment of Tourism like all parks
in the country.

The city government has
been granted full adminis-
trative control over Burnham
Park through a series of ex-
ecutive orders issued by the
late former President Fidel V.
Ramos and former President

‘Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, now

a representative of Pampanga.
But according to Ramos’
Executive Order No. 224, which
he signed in 1995, the Baguio
government may not “encum-
ber, mortgage or alienate (sell)
any portion of the park.”

‘Dela Pefia said the city gov--

ernment acknowledged that

OCT No. 2023000017 should

belong to Tieza, the successor

to the Philippine Tourism Au-.
thority, which controlled the

nation's parks.

Magalong had expressed to
Lapid that “titling BumhamPark'
was done in good faith and not _

out of malice,” Dela Pena said.

, Tieza had pledged to fi-
nance the rehabilitation of
Burnham Park in 2019, through
a P4oo-million grant that was
realigned to combat COVID-19
when the pandemic broke out

- in2020.

When asked, Dela Peiia
stressed that Tieza's Burnham
Park commitment had not
been a factor in Magalong’s

decision to transfer the city’s’

new title to the agency.

“In fact, Tieza increased
its pledge to P6oo million,” he
said, which could be available
next year.—VINCENT CABREZA INQ
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PARK ACTIVITY Burnham Park in Baguio City is one of the country’s most popular destinations, with many visitors taking boat rides in the park's man-made lake, like this family in this 2021 photo.
The Baguio government will soon turn over its title over sections of Burnham Park to a national tourism agency. —ev eseirmu
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- Disaster zones

a3

Large swathes of Bulacan
and Pampanga and parts of

Pangasinan have turned into

disaster zones amid incessant
heavy rainfall and floods that
refuse to subside. The mas-
sive flooding can’t be due

simply to the release of wa-
* ter from surrounding dams,

whose operators insist they
have been following water

‘release protocols that have

been in place for along time.

Senators have announced

that they would conduct an
inquiry into the cause of the
flooding. They must invite sci-
entific experts for an accurate
assessment, so that the proper

- solutions can be implemented.

Apart from climate change,

- which is triggering extreme

weather disturbances, some
experts are looking at man-
made causes of the flooding
that has paralyzed the af-

fected provinces fornearly two
- weeks now. Any inquiry must
spare no one.

In addition to the econom-
ic paralysis, health experts

~ are warning of the spread of
_ diseases in the flood-hit ar-
~ eas, notably mosquito-borne

illnesses such as dengue,
respiratory and skin afflic-
tions as well as leptospirosis.

With potable water supplies
affected, there are also con- -
~ cerns about gastroenteritis
~ and cholera. Some residents

_have reported the emergence
~of snakes at their homes,
mtheexiamspecies possibly m
. poisonous, as well iﬁiatpé pul

and other animals that might
carry rabies. COVID-19 re-

mains a threat, with highly =

transmissible new variants
still causing debilitation and
death. ! _

The most vulnerable to
diseases are infants and chil-
dren below five years old as
well as the elderly and ailing.
These problems are aggra-
vated by the fact that even
healthcare facilities have
been affected by the floods,

with at least one hospital

forced to suspend operations.
Persons neﬁg regular di-
alysis have been among the
most adversely affected by
the mobility disruptions.
This latest catastrophic
flooding may subside in a
few days, but it is just the
start of the typhoon season,
and the disaster is likely to
be repeated in the coming
weeks. Residents in some ar-
eas have said they have been
expenen;:mg serious flood-
ing even during high tlde
The affected areas are so
vast and densely populated,
and permanent evacuation
is unlikely. What is urgently
needed is a proper assess-
ment of the reasons for the
flooding, so that appropriate
interventions can be carried
out and the damage can be
minimized if not eliminated.
While considering the pos-
sible interventions, the af-
fected communities need im-
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“‘Habagat’

may gradually
weakenby

weekend —

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

The southwest monsoon, or “haba-
gat,” may continue to bring some rains
to some parts of Luzon in the next 24
hours, before it gradually weakens by the
end of the week, the Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical
Services Administration (PAGASA) said

on Thursday, Aug. 3.

PAGASA weather specialist Benison
Estareja said the southwest monsoon
may continue to dominate and bring
rains for the next three days, but condi-
tions may gradually improve across most
of Luzon by weekend.

- In the next 24 hours, occasional mod-

erate to heavy monsoon rains may persist
“in Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, La Union,

Pangasinan, Zambales, and Bataan.

Meanwhile, scattered light to
heavy monsoon rains and thun- > 0

PAGASA

‘Habagat’ may gradually weaken
by weekend — PAGASA 1+

derstorms may affect Metro Manila,
Tarlac, Bulacan, Pampanga, Nueva
Ecija, Aurora, Cordillera Adminis-
trative Region, Cagayan Valley, and
Southern Luzon.

PAGASA warned of possible flood-
ing or landslides in these areas.

“Sa Metro Manila, sa Friday, may
mga pag-ulan pa ri_n pero hindi na
kasing dalas noong mga nakaraang
araw. Pagdating ng weekend mas
maaraw na, mas mababa na ang
tsansa ng mga pag-ulan. Kung may
pag-ulan man ito ay sa hating-gabi
hanggang sa madaling araw (Metro
Manila may still experience some
rains on Friday but it will not be
as often as in the past few days. By
weekend, it will be sunnier, with less
chance of showers. If there is any
rain, it will be from midnight to early
morning),” Estareja said.

The rest of the country will con-
tinue to have partly cloudy to cloudy
weather with isolated rain showers or
localized thunderstorms.

UP in QC, Manila
adopt WFH _

Meanwhile, the University of the
Philippines (UP) campuses in Quezon
City and Manila announced on Thurs-
day, Aug. 3, a shift to work-from-
home for their university personnel
due to incessant rains.

“Due to the anticipated heavy

rains on the 3rd and 4th of Aug. 2023,
heads of UP Diliman (UPD) units are
authorized to adopt work-from-home
arrangements for their personnel
as the circumstances warrant and
consistent with the exigencies of the
service,”! UPD said.

The decision is an “appropriate
consideration to those who reside far
from campus and those who could
encounter difficulty in commut-
ing using public transportation,” it
added.

However, UPD enjoined the Uni-
versity Health Service, UPD Police,
Public Safety and Security Office,
Special Services Brigade, and Cam-
pus Maintenance Office to deploy
minimum numbers of needed onsite
personnel.

UPD also encouraged faculty
members to shift to distance learning
on the mentioned dates.

Similarly, UP Manila (UPM) shift-
ed to home-based work on Thursday

based on the directive of the Office of

the Chancellor.

However, it emphasized that per-
sonnel with urgent tasks in the office
may report onsite and shift to WFH
subsequently.

UPM also suspended its classes on
Thursday in accordance with the an-
nouncement of the local government

of Manila City. (With a report from .

Sonny Daanoy)




N STRATEGIC
§ COMMUNICATION
I AND
Pl

THE PHILIPPINE

UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOC
: STORY STORY
b S T ATIVES PAGE LOWER
““aas?  SERVICE
e
e PAGE " DATE
¥ v i T
“Rains raise
=

- Angat Dam
- water level -
by 20 meters

~ The. wéz_tei level in Angat Dam
rose by 20 meters in less than three
weeks amid heavy rainfall spawned
by Typhoons Egay and Falcon as well
as the southwest monsoon. )

_ Angat’s water level was recorded
at 198.99 meters as of 8 a.m. yesterda
compared to the previous day’s 196.
meters, records from the Provincial Di-
saster Risk Reduction and Management

ice showed.

" National Water Resources Board

Executive Director Sevillo David Jr. -
noted that on July 14, the dam’s water
elevation was only 178 meters. ]

#“We can say that Angat Dam is now

within its normal operating level. This -

is a good diav‘eldpment, especially with
our preparation

>henomenon at the end of the year,”

David said. & .

Angat Dam s;fplies-'more- than 90

ent of Metro Manila’s potable water

needs. It also provides irrigation to

25,000 hectares of rice fields in Bulacan

and Pampanga

Meanwhile, David said the operators
of Ipo and Bustos Dams continued to

release water yesterday as the dams
reached their spilling levels. :
_ “Based on the report I received,
there was mild release of water as rains
were still experienced in the watershed,
particularly in Ipo Dam,” he said.

_ Release of water from the dams had

been blamed for massive flooding in .

many areas in Bulacan, which is now
under a state of calami

Lazaro _
ST QO OIS

or the possible El Nifio -

- Bella Cariaso, %a;non Efrep 'l
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EUBJECT | GUIDELINES IN SECURING ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE
CERTIFICATE (ECC) UNDER THE PHILIPPINE ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT SYSTEM (PEISS) FOR FLOATING
PHOTOVOLTAIC (FFVS) PLANTS WITHIN LAGUNA LAKE

1, RATIONALE

The devslopment of fenswalile snergy sowces, padicularly Floating Pholovalisic
l(Pv}phm m-mnﬁ-mlm-wmw
brought

mwmw n acoordance with the Paris

Gouie (50Gs). To avoid using

ml-ﬂmmwnmuw»w“nh

Fey
plants promaole econome growih while mwum
impact of enengy . These pants confribute ko bolh the gresn el
blue sconomies by

by hamessing e bonefits of salar anony in @ way that 4
whils CLANDATAC DPpOrtunite s

Tha Lisguna Lako, the Philppies Grgest nalural lake with B calchment ares of
hoctares.

prasonts a unigun oppornity for the impiemantation of F2°ve

dug 1 s posdion al e heot of the rogions sconomic aclivilios whers an
extynimhed gamand ke power osists

mmmﬁmmw.mm-md'ﬂmrww
of FPVs and . s

DECLARATION OF POLICY

Acknowindging tha reconcy of dessiopment of ubtity scale FPY welh Rmited
outabishod

implomeniatmn and

aciblinn wih s hest

iunge, relative fo ofher renarwabio energy

oA
nources and g growing body of knowludge on the posontial mterections of FRyY
anvironmen|

£, tha Slabs shall adopt a policy that ensuras 3

g hotwoan snviranmeonial and social benain and prokectan, restoranon,

and regonoration of the Laguns Leks in s utdization for

{pH). ehlerophwli.a, wmmmwm aiga

m}aumﬂmmm{ml-
Oscommizsioning Slage
Decommissionng stige invoives INs romoval of tha FPY project,
he Noalers, PV percls, inverisr, lanslonmers, interconnactions, cectrical

wquipmant, and olher mfiasiiuchues duo B wWiious reasons such a8 the wed
of th proget's uselul life, changes in rmgulaions or poscies. o oiher lxcons.
It @lsa involvos resforing Bha sito W0 s orgitusl stele & much a8 poxaible
‘and managing any wasio and debris during the

8. ECC APPLICATIONS PROCEDURE
mummmwuwmmmmhw

Monual of DENR AO 200330 snd

for the

Philippine KIS Systam of DENR AD 2017-15 wemmmun—a
Morwchaet of Ih

with the EMB Cenbral O%ce. Tha
afinched »s ANNEKE.

& ECC applcotion procerurs it

ﬁ“dwmﬂﬂwﬂﬂm mnwmm
must ba wilh & focus on sound practices.
Tre daco ocuss ing. collecting.
UAnEporing. Bnd progerly besling of disposing of any wasie or debra,
MMMM Teusing, of recovery of malorials.

Pian shall be e EMB prioc ta the FEY
mcl'- anandonment. The plan shall include

Review and Evetuation Stage,

10. AUTHQRITY TO ISSUE PECC FOR FPV FRAOJECTS LOCATED WITHIN
LAGUMA LAKE

The
the issuance of the PE
on the

vmlgmm.ma-wwww

shall approve
‘on the isswance of the PECC shall ba based

eanpacily of 1he bika,

1. COMPLIANCE AND
AND

clesn-up. remadiaikan ot -mmwwrwmu.nmum
plan for the projected P Croject iTpacts
m-m w“ﬁ-ﬂ-ﬂtmmw

The DENA shall

IMPACT EVALUATION

son mrc

for ihe progrémmats ECC msumd to LLOA. The LLDA shall be responsbio in
ECC.

e programmats.

mmmmm;.mwmmnu.um
shall guide the proponant sbaut the mpacts of
54 mm Solar Handbook for ] providos

Practitanars
poterdial ervaenmaental Fmpect durng ko cycie of an PRV propct
el soiar and

543 AMNEX D Malrix of Emeronmantal and Social Risks for FPVs, Arup
Repor, 10 Apn 2023,

6. PROGARAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE (PECC)
REQUIREMENTS FOR FPV PROJECTS

To onsurg & hokstic approach for

shall b

By

production

A anich,

mmmwuualurwmmmmu\. i appeagriatn
mligating miumh m any advarso arviranmantal and sosil impacts

Frarthsrmar, 1y

o

1 wepbayed o amphTerding the sontiled mdigahon measures.

3. DBJECTIVES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
Thea Adrmawirative Grdos (AQ) mms to ensure that FPY devolopmond adheres o
o highest orviranementsl suslainalaly standards by

an

12

33

34
3s

38

a7

sOcin, and connamic -rv:lik al FPV devedopamond in Laguna Lake;

a of in Laguna Lalke, whis
Farsdirg domabierstien among  staksholdors,  including  govemmont
aryrniches, W comenunies, and tha privalo seclir, lo enueo the suscesshd
Ingiomankstion and operation of FPY plonks o Laguna Lake.

Ansossin e eumulative IMOACT of 28 the devainpmont (roects wihin fhe
Laguna e,
Prainoting  comprohenaive  weltr Uso  planning  with robust nananst
anlarcamenl by asnorsng e carrying capacky of the Laguna ke

ch and | e mprove the
periamanca and rsiiones of FPY planta in Lagunn Lake in the faca of
Amate changa ard other chaliengas; and
lmmpuamn i m-nuum-m .uucg.m 1o respond effectively 1o

eganding tha

e PV plants,

ul FW Mﬂwllmn I-BIIJIIJ Lake,

A, SCOPEAND COVERAGE
Thie Adrminisrative Order shall cover iha loliowing

42

PV Plants insusd wilh Environmantsl Complianca Cerilieats prior to the

sssinee of this AD;

FPY peojects witlin the inillsl pre-dstermaned area of nol more than two
roetaren

impnck The Lok
Authonty shadl bo the propononl and sl socurs the progarmemals

Devalopmont
ECC tor i indial pro dotormutod aress for REU.

Tha
i

for the PECC

Tallawing me

Projoct Deseription
Eco Profng of wr, water, lund, and puople aspocts fhal includis
he of o

(L]
@

envimnmontal capoclly, impacts, modelng, ssmulahon
and geragraphcal inktmation systorms (GIS)

Impact anolyss

(2} Progoct siing and alloratives

o) Allmmaive icchngues

e} Mibgation of infeastructurs burdonstactviios wibin the ko

() Health mpat anstysis

]

Ak

(1)
i)
(]
Emvranmenial Monagament Plan
{a) Miigation and onhangement Mmuaswes
B} Allocaton af momtanng Mapansbiiees
&) tund
(6) Emveenmanial menitering and puitanty hunds
17) Post operationfabandonion] plan
Prood of Authority aver Fw Projees Bio
(1) DOE RE Service Canlract and Corificats of Regmirslion
Power Subslatons
i1 TeT
(2) Leaso Agreement
Easeof Act and the Act, iha followng

5

mousand (2,000) willhar N0 Laguna Loke alliocated Sor
Energy Utiization (REU). ms |ndicaled in LLDA Momorandum Circular No
2022 - 02, snachod horoin as ANNEX A-

Al ather FPV projocts not faling undes 4.1 and 4.2 above shall be subyrot
1o npproprale guidelnes 1o be lssusd which sthall consider
lechnologes thal may eveiva and oher considerafions on the
oxpuitmnga lioem thas implemueniation of ihe projucts refered 10 in 4.1 and 4.2
atiove.

5 ENVIROMMENTAL AND SOCIAL CONSIDERATIONS ON THE FHASES OF
DEVELOPMENT

ar

OF FPV PROJECTS
Pro-Cansuucon Stage ¢
The pre consiruction stage mwvohves the enbSasion of 8 sutabis locabon
within the Laguna Lake fof the FRY Project, asuessment of ihe enlre “area
of influence”, eanduct of a femsibBly stdy ko delermine | the proposed aite

M

i

shall be submitied wiihin one {1} yeur upon issumnocs of the ECC.
(1) Letter of Mo Dbjmchon from the following Agencss.

(a) DA-BFAR

M) DT i wilhin & tousis! sone)

fe} DOTe. CAAR (sinca Loguna laky = wnder the fght paths, there

reaghit be impacts of FPY glarc on the avistion acivitias)

) LOU
Accountabily Staements of Proponent and Proparncrs (sed ml e
:nmwmmwmmzm

Duly a B Au
Scherma (PEMAPE) ausuuvw- {see Annex 2-7d of Revised Procndural
Manual for DAO 2003-30).

m sutabi for FPY instalalion. and basatne stedy and
o eslablish the existing anvircemenial social, and economic sandiions,
ichsding land and water use, flors ang leuna, and Iveliboods of the
cammurities thal may be alfected.

Tha maen orvitoumontsl consdoratons are walsr qually and agquatic-
supporied bmodiversily The aciors alfecing the same are the |ocation,
snasonaily, Blze of e wiler budy, perconiage covered in tha wator body,
incaming waler resources, —dmdnhmnpanuhmum

heating. degrada

surilight. Mwhmwawwmwdwmm
g ayatems ¥ wib-a.vi flew

mmm-hmmumumm

Oifer envinsnmontal considarations are in relalion b food suscepibdity

and prosimity 1o Gsislng walerways and inbularies, nalonally sndior nosly

daclarod fish nanchary, is well as vogelalion clearing in polential laydown
arcas for FPV assembly.

Other key nciude poer

he velhond Bnd SO0M0MmG m.n!mmalmm

Peoductive fahing iean
Seoping in the slage n the ELA pracess whers informalion and project srpact
a 10 pro wain tho

o provido
muMqhmnnmdmaumthn

mh- atoping alm pragnent sha shall work wilh lhn DENR, Dapmnl
of Energy (DOE) and refevent govemman! sgencies 1o idwanly
paramatens for the BIA as part of the soopng pracess,

Al ihe Sceping Stage, tho propanant shall propane b Projee! Descriplon
¢ Scoping Repon which includes bass project informotion and project
deucnpison as oulined in Annas 2.8 of the Revised Procedural Manual lor
DAD 0330

e EIA, mwwlﬂ-hwnlmﬂwﬂhFva
whIE InChaSuE FEARING, Desgn wquipment with specicaton.
indicative timeina and imgiamentation plan. and mikgabon hiecarehy for
adverse grvronmental Bnd social impacts. The mitigation heerarchy must
Include measures o avaid, renmize, resions, and compéeneale the impacts of
tha FPY Projeel.

The ElA shall include the submission of sile ChAreclanzation surviys and
suppoding cala lo sssoas the AOH Sde Assessmen! Plan (SAP) and
Tonstruchon and Operations Plan (COPY

Develooment'Consinsction Stage

Tha coratiuchen SIBg0 INChades (he S0 reparalion. deiveny and matallauon
dhmwmmu. ‘slectrical cables, and other
squpmant, anchonng and MOGNG. -mwm-ﬂw

anvd testng
ww\l\m«u\mnwmmm
whal ahvays D onsured onshore
mmmwam:wm specifically in arcas sefving s
Breading grounds of ishes snd mangrave Aeas

wm-ﬂmmﬂumumw”umun
stape Include physicol hazards from use of hadvy equipment, cianes.
hazardous makensls, dusl and nois. leling objects, kve power hrcs, sleclric

and magrale fules, Bnd working over and unser walor.
atth snd safely hasards nchede water

IWAEY BTATEMENT (FEIS)

The

PEIG shoukl have @ INrough disoussion on (he lollowing envirodmenial reks/

impacts of FPYs dovelopmenl

kA
T2
73
T4

73

TE
77

18

EE]

110

pALY
T8

TAT

The

variwd
GCONDUGCT OF CLIMATE AND QISASTER RISK ASSESSMENT

Cumalativn impact assessmant of projects warhin 1he Laguna leka lor the
weiniing and proposed projects

Analysis of the camying capasily of the Laguna Like fo sceommodate and
‘absatt change withaul sxpereneing condilions of inslandly and ationdant
dagradation

Ecogyslom Accounting and Cost Benefl Analysis
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