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DENR tinuruan ang mga stakeholder na 

pasiglahin ang pagpapahalaga sa 

environmental protection 

 
June 2, 2021 @ 4:41 PM  13 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines – Upang itaguyod ang pangangalaga sa kapaligiran hinamon ng 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang Boy Scout of the Philippines, 
teachers, maging ang DENR utility personnel na isulong ang pangangala sa environment sa 
kanilang pamamaraan sa ginanap na learning session para sa pagdiriwang ng Month of the 
Ocean (MOO). 

Ipinaliwanag ni DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu na ang pagbibigay ng hamon sa mga 
stakeholders ay magmumulat o “awaken their passion and awareness about the current 
situation of our oceans and the biodiversity that thrives in it.” 

“It is important that we educate all the sectors, including the teachers, who will mold the minds 
of the next generations, the Boy Scouts of the Philippines, who is tasked as one of the stewards 
of our environment, and even the maintenance personnel of the DENR, as they are the 
custodians of our institution,” ayon kay  Cimatu. 

Ayon sa DENR ang learning event para sa MOO ay pinangunahan ng DENR’s Strategic 
Alliance and Environmental Partnership Division ng Strategic Communication and Initiatives 
Service (SCIS), batay na rin sa tema ngayon taon ng MOO na “The Science We Need for The 
Ocean We Want.” 

Sinabi ng DENR na umabot sa 569 participants ang dumalo sa four-day learning event: 155 
rover at 113 senior members ng Boy Scouts of the Philippines noong Mayo 26-27, 196 
elementary at high school teachers noong Mayo 28 at 105 men and women mula sa D’Triumph, 
ang janitorial manpower agency ng DENR noong Mayo 29. 

Kaugnay nito sa kanyang panig, ipinaliwanag ni DENR Undersecretary for Solid Waste 
Management and Local Government Units Concerns Benny D. Antiporda na siya ring 
concurrent Supervising Undersecretary for SCIS and Task Force Tayo ang Kalikasan, 
kailangan nang kumilos ngayon. “Humankind is racing against time in saving the oceans 
because we might lose it one day,” aniya. 

“We at the DENR are challenging you to contribute in your own way and work to protect the 
ocean and the environment,” sabi pa ni Antiporda sa mga participants. 

Aniya, makabuluhan ang kontribusyon ng stakeholders upang makamit ang layunin ng 
departamento na “to care for and enrich our oceans, and the creatures and plants that live 
beneath them.” 

Sa naganap na learning event, ang mga participants ay tinuruan ng kahalagahan 

ng karagatan, nakinig sa mga success stories mula sa DENR regional offices at 

natuklasan kung paano ililigtas ang natural aquatic resources. 

✓ 
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Sa naganap na learning event, ang mga participants ay tinuruan ng kahalagahan ng karagatan, 
nakinig sa mga success stories mula sa DENR regional offices at natuklasan kung paano 
ililigtas ang natural aquatic resources. 

Ang Month of the Ocean ay ipinagdiriwang kada taon sa Pilipinas tuwing buwan ng Mayo sa 
bisa ng Presidential Proclamation No. 57 na inilabas noong 1998 . Santi Celario 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/denr-tinuruan-ang-mga-stakeholder-na-pasiglahin-ang-

pagpapahalaga-sa-environmental-protection/  
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1,082 solid waste management plans 
approved by NSWMC 
By DENRPublished on June 2, 2021 

 

 

QUEZON CITY, June 2 -- The National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC) has 
approved the solid waste management plans (SWMPs) of 22 more local government units 
(LGUs) last month, bringing the total number of approved plans to 1,082 or 63 percent of its 
target nationwide. 

Of the 22 approved plans, four are in Misamis Oriental; three in Camarines Sur; two each in 
Misamis Occidental, Ilocos Norte, Benguet, and Lanao del Norte; and one each in Cagayan, 
Albay, Sorsogon, Leyte, Northern Samar, and Zamboanga del Sur. 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary and NSWMC Chair Roy 
A. Cimatu lauded the "continued upward trend" in the performance of the LGUs to have their 
plans approved by the Commission. 

"Enabling our local executives to strengthen their capacities for effective solid waste 
management is a priority of the DENR and the NSWMC, especially LGUs facing difficulties with 
their solid waste management programs," Cimatu said. 

"To the provinces whose towns and municipalities are now all with their approved SWMPs, we 
commend the leadership of your local executives," he added. 

Data from the DENR-Environmental Management Bureau showed that 558 SWMPs are 
currently under evaluation, 332 of which are almost finished pending the submission of 
additional data mostly involving budgetary requirements and specifics on proper final disposal 
facilities. 

DENR Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and Local Government Units Concerns 
and NSWMC Alternate Chair Benny D. Antiporda stressed that the plans are crucial to the 
efforts of the DENR and the NSWMC in capacitating LGUs to implement their solid waste 
management programs, particularly those with limited resources. 

"As a solution for LGUs that cannot put up their own disposal facilities, the DENR and the 
NSWMC are looking at the clustering of these LGUs sharing a single sanitary landfill, and the 
approved plans will serve as a blueprint on how these sanitary landfills will be optimized by 
these clustered LGUs," Antiporda said. 

Antiporda bared the DENR's plan to bring in the private sector through the public-private 
partnership (PPP) for the establishment of additional 300 sanitary landfills nationwide within 
the next two years. 

"There are only 237 sanitary landfills in operation across the country servicing some 449 LGUs 
which all have SLF requirements for their cities and municipalities. This number is still 
regrettably small," he pointed out. 

Antiporda reiterated that sanitary landfills remain the primary long-term method of solid waste 
disposal allowed under Republic Act 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 
2000. 
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"Moving forward with the additional 300 sanitary landfills within the next two years through the 
PPP scheme is the best option possible to effectively address the country’s management of 
solid waste," he said. (DENR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/releases/1077002  
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PRRD orders temporary suspension of 
quarry ops in NegOr  
By Mary Judaline Partlow  June 2, 2021, 7:28 pm 

 

TEMPORARY QUARRY SUSPENSION. A copy of the notice posted on Wednesday (June 2, 2021) by the Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-Central Visayas on Facebook regarding the order of President 

Rodrigo Duterte to temporarily suspend quarry operations in Negros Oriental. The order was issued amid reported 

violations of environmental laws in the province. (Image grabbed from DENR-7's Facebook page) 

DUMAGUETE CITY – President Rodrigo Duterte has ordered the temporary suspension of sand 
and gravel quarry operations in Negros Oriental. 

A Facebook post by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-Central 
Visayas on Wednesday said the operators were asked to submit their position papers after the 
Chief Executive issued the order. 

The notice said that during Duterte's visit here for the joint national and regional peace and 
order councils meeting last May 24, he “directed the temporary suspension of operations of all 
sand and gravel (commercial, special) and quarry permits immediately" amid reported 
violations of environmental laws. 

In an interview Wednesday afternoon, Capitol Information Officer Bimbo Miraflor said Governor 
Roel Degamo, as head of the Provincial Mining and Regulatory Board, signed the notice in 
response to the directive of the President. 

Miraflor said the temporary suspension will give time for the governor and the board to revisit 
and verify whether quarry operators have complied with the requirements of the law, such as 
business permits and environmental compliance, among others. 

The DENR said operators/permit holders are asked to submit their respective duly signed 
position papers to the regional director of the agency through the Provincial Environment and 
Natural Resources Office in this capital city. 
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The DENR said operators/permit holders are asked to submit their respective duly signed 
position papers to the regional director of the agency through the Provincial Environment and 
Natural Resources Office in this capital city. 

The notice was also signed by Col. Glenn Mayam, the OIC provincial police director, and 
Paquito Melicor, Jr., OIC regional director of DENR-7. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1142350  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1142350


June 03, 2021 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

PRRD orders temporary suspension of 
quarry ops in NegOr 
June 2, 20212 min read 

DUMAGUETE CITY – President Rodrigo Duterte has ordered the temporary suspension of 
sand and gravel quarry operations in Negros Oriental. 
 
A Facebook post by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-Central 
Visayas on Wednesday said the operators were asked to submit their position papers after the 
Chief Executive issued the order. 
 
The notice said that during Duterte’s visit here for the joint national and regional peace and 
order councils meeting last May 24, he “directed the temporary suspension of operations of all 
sand and gravel (commercial, special) and quarry permits immediately” amid reported 
violations of environmental laws. 
 
In an interview Wednesday afternoon, Capitol Information Officer Bimbo Miraflor said Governor 
Roel Degamo, as head of the Provincial Mining and Regulatory Board, signed the notice in 
response to the directive of the President. 
 
Miraflor said the temporary suspension will give time for the governor and the board to revisit 
and verify whether quarry operators have complied with the requirements of the law, such as 
business permits and environmental compliance, among others. 
 
The DENR said operators/permit holders are asked to submit their respective duly signed 
position papers to the regional director of the agency through the Provincial Environment and 
Natural Resources Office in this capital city. 
 
The notice was also signed by Col. Glenn Mayam, the OIC provincial police director, and 
Paquito Melicor, Jr., OIC regional director of DENR-7. (PNA) 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2021/06/02/prrd-orders-temporary-suspension-of-quarry-ops-in-

negor/?fbclid=IwAR3Gg1lfJHam-oMkKHgFzy2KaDJf-

9ampyCeY83bwXvb2EOT_WOiEDORO88  
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https://maharlika.tv/2021/06/02/prrd-orders-temporary-suspension-of-quarry-ops-in-negor/?fbclid=IwAR3Gg1lfJHam-oMkKHgFzy2KaDJf-9ampyCeY83bwXvb2EOT_WOiEDORO88
https://maharlika.tv/2021/06/02/prrd-orders-temporary-suspension-of-quarry-ops-in-negor/?fbclid=IwAR3Gg1lfJHam-oMkKHgFzy2KaDJf-9ampyCeY83bwXvb2EOT_WOiEDORO88
https://maharlika.tv/2021/06/02/prrd-orders-temporary-suspension-of-quarry-ops-in-negor/?fbclid=IwAR3Gg1lfJHam-oMkKHgFzy2KaDJf-9ampyCeY83bwXvb2EOT_WOiEDORO88
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Mines regulator proposes 3-5% royalties for 
mining operations outside reservations 
June 2, 2021 | 7:50 pm 

 
THE MINES and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) said it supports a bill that would extract 
royalties for those mining outside designated mineral reservations. 
 
At a hearing of the House Committee on Natural Resources Wednesday, MGB Director 
Wilfredo G. Moncano said that only those within mineral reservations currently pay mineral 
royalties of 5%. 
 
“Those outside mineral reservation areas do not pay this 5%. These operations are about 
75% (of the industry). There are more (miners) outside the mineral reservation areas that are 
not paying mineral royalties,” Mr. Moncano said. 
 
Mr. Moncano said the royalties will be a readily-available source of added to the 
government.   
 
“We are proposing between 3-5% royalties for those outside the mineral reservation areas,” 
he added. 
 
Rowena S. Sta. Clara, a representative from the Department of Finance (DoF), said during 
the hearing that the department also backs such a royalty scheme.   
 
“We are also proposing the imposition of mining royalties both inside and outside mineral 
reservation areas, applicable to metallic and non-metallic minerals in both small- and large-
scale mines,” Ms. Sta. Clara said, noting that the DoF also backs a range of 3-5%, but 
implemented in phases. 
 
“We propose that the first year be at 3%, the fourth year 4%, and the fifth year 5% for those 
outside mineral reservations,” Ms. Sta. Clara said. 
 
On April 14, President Rodrigo R. Duterte signed Executive Order No. 130 that lifted the ban 
on new mineral agreements. 
 
The government has said that 100 mining projects are in the pipeline, estimated to generate 
P21 billion in revenue which can be used to fund the government’s pandemic response.   
The MGB estimates that the value of metallic mineral output in the first quarter rose 14.11% 
to P28.91 billion. 
 
Nickel ore and other nickel-by products accounted for 47.12% or P13.62 billion, followed by 
gold at 40.49% or P11.71 billion, copper 11.51% or P3.33 billion, and silver, chromite, and 
iron ore less than 1% or P254.92 million. — Revin Mikhael D. Ochave 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/mines-regulator-proposes-3-5-royalties-for-mining-

operations-outside-reservations/  
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Value, bases of dredging activities in 

bodies of water explained 
By Jaime S. CabagPublished on June 2, 2021 

ILOILO CITY, June 2 (PIA) – The purpose of dredging activities in heavily-silted river, 
waterways and inland bodies of water is to clear, desilt and de-clog them in order to address 
flooding and prevent disasters. 

This topic was tackled by Mines and Geosciences Bureau-6 OIC-ORD Raul A. Laput in the 
DENR-6 program “Ikaw Kag Ang Imo Palibot” aired recently over DYLL Radyo Pilipinas. 

Dredging activities also redirect and re-channel the flow of water and stabilize embankment 
and protect existing structures such as bridges and dikes, said Laput 

The MGB-6 chief cited major policy issuances governing dredging projects and activities 
starting with Department Order No. 139, Series of 2014 issued by the Department of Public 
Works and Highways (DPWH) “to set guidelines on all river dredging activities for flood-control 
projects and quarrying purposes.” 

In 2019, the DPWH, Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Department 
of the Interior and Local  Government (DILG) and Department of Transportation (DOTr) issued 
Joint Memorandum Circular (JMC) No. 2019-01 entitled “Guidelines on the Issuance of 
Clearance and/or Permit for Dredging Within Waterways or Other Inland Bodies of Water.” 

This serves as the basis of the subsequent administrative orders on dredging activities, 
explained Laput. 

Pursuant to the joint circular (DPWH-DENR-DILG-DOTr JMC 2019-01), DENR further issued 
in the same year policies covering dredging projects in specific provinces such as Mindoro and 
Zambales.  For projects covering the province of Negros Occidental, DENR Secretary Roy A. 
Cimatu issued DAO 2020-01. 

The DENR further issued DAO 2020-07 and is the most recent policy governing large-scale 
dredging activities towards river restoration, and this applies to the rest of the country. 

Under DENR Administrative Order (DAO) No. 2020-07, private contractors will undertake the 
dredging projects on behalf of the local government unit which may lack the financial and 
technical capability. 

“The private contractor will have to shoulder all the expenses of the dredging operation in 
exchange for the dredged materials and whatever minerals it may recover, provided it pays the 
required national and local taxes,” said Laput. 

Moreover, the private contractor must secure an operations permit dredging clearance or permit 
after complying with all the requirements which include a dredging clearance permit from the 
DPWH, among others.  

The DAO requires that only duly registered companies with technical and financial capabilities 
to undertake large-scale flood control dredging and desilting operations may apply for a 
dredging clearance with the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH). 

 

Local government units which opt to engage private contractors in undertaking river restoration 
through dredging activities within their jurisdiction need to submit a letter of intent to the Office 

of the DENR Secretary. 
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Local government units which opt to engage private contractors in undertaking river restoration 
through dredging activities within their jurisdiction need to submit a letter of intent to the Office 
of the DENR Secretary. 

DAO 2020-07 further orders the creation of an Inter-Agency Committee composed of the 
governor as chair, DENR regional executive director as vice-chair, and regional directors of 
DPWH and the Mines and Geosciences Bureau and Environmental Management Bureau as 
members. One of the tasks of the Inter-Agency Committee is to define the River Dredging Zone 
(RDZ) based on the Dredging Master Plan prepared by the DPWH. 

Laput said that dredging can clear and restore the waterways to their original depth and 
condition, thus preventing flooding.  This will be possible at no cost to the government while 
receiving taxes and fees due for the use and commercial disposition of the dredged materials 
including the minerals that may be present. 

MGB-6 is conducting a series of information dissemination on policies governing river 
restoration through dredging activities.  “We will make further announcements on the schedules 
of IEC on this topic,” said Laput. (PIA6/MGB-6/I.O. Laralournie Artajo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1076995  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1076995


June 03, 2021 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Pagtatanim ng mga kahoy at kawayan, 
isinagawa bilang bahagi ng Phil. Environment 
Month 
By Bombo Radyo Cauayan   -June 2, 2021 | 1:31 AM 

CAUAYAN CITY- Pinangunahan ng City Environment and Natural Resources Office 
(CENRO) ang pagtatanim ng Narra at Kawayan sa bahagi ng Calao bridge sa Barangay 
Calao East, Santiago City 

Sa nakuhang impormasyon ng Bonbo Radyo Cauayan sa LGU Santiago City, pinangunahan 
ng City Environment and Natural Resources Office o CENRO, katuwang ang Young Eco 
Savers Organization Federation of advisers – Santiago City (YES-O) at ilang Opisyal ng 
Barangay sa Calao East ang Kick-off tree planting ceremony bilang bahagi ng Philippine 
Environment Month. 

Sa naging panayam ng Bombo Radyo Cauayan kay Ginoong Mario De Guzman, Department 
Head ng CENRO ibinahagi nito na nasa pitumput limang piraso ng narra seedling at 
dalawampu’t limang piraso ng mga kawayan ang itinanim. 

Bahagi din ng kanilang programa ang Online Quiz Bee, Linis Paaralan, Arbor Day Linis 
Bayan, TikTok Pop Dance Challenge, Facebook Infographics Post at YouTube Recycling 
Show. 

Alinsunod sa Temang “Sama-samang pagkilos, sama-samang pagtulong, ikaw ako tayo at 
ang kalikisan” ay matagumpay na nasimulan ang nasabing Monthlong celebration at bahagi 
na rin ng River Protection Program ng CENRO. 

Tiniyak naman ng CENRO Officer na nailatag ng maayos ang mga Minimum Health Protocol 
sa nasabing aktibidad 

Inilatag naman ang Environmental Exhibit sa City Hall Lobby kung saan pinapakita ang ibat 
ibang materyales na gawa sa recycled materials na produkto ng mga guro at mag-aaral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/pagtatanim-ng-mga-kahoy-at-kawayan-isinagawa-

bilang-bahagi-ng-phil-environment-month/  
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PH laws allow wildlife smuggling brains to 
stay untouched 
By: Jhesset O. Enano - Reporter / @JhessetEnanoINQ 
Philippine Daily Inquirer / 04:57 AM June 02, 2021 

 
CURLED CAPTIVES The 10 Philippine pangolins intercepted from three smugglers in Tagaytay 

City in June are curled up in fishnet bags when they were rescued by authorities. FILE PHOTO 

(Last of two parts) 
MANILA, Philippines — Months before police officers found a cargo of poached wild animals 
in two luxury vehicles at a checkpoint in Tandag City, Surigao del Sur province, in 2019, wildlife 
law enforcers arrested two men in Mati City, Davao Oriental province, also for a similar 
smuggling activity. 
 
The two illegal traders had in their possession 450 wild animals believed to have originated 
from Indonesia and Papua New Guinea, like the Tandag shipment, prompting enforcers to 
believe that both cases were related and involved the same network of traffickers. 
 
The seized animals were valued at P50 million, but the municipal trial court only handed down 
the minimum fine for possessing critically endangered species: 2 years and a day in jail and 
P30,000 in fines, on top of a monthlong imprisonment and a P5,000 fine for illegal trade. 
 
Both wildlife law enforcers and conservationists say that the low penalties prescribed in the 
current wildlife law no longer deter criminals from poaching or illegally trading wildlife in the 
country. 
 
“There is a disparity, a real gap between the economic incentives that the criminals can get in 
wildlife trafficking, and the disincentives given by the law,” said lawyer Teodoro Jose Matta, 
executive director of the Palawan Council for Sustainable Development. 
 
“There’s also a lack of provision in our current laws to penalize accomplices, accessories … 
Right now, if you are a mastermind, you delegate your activity to local traders and you’re never 
going to get caught,” he added. 
 
No real jail time 
Most of the sentences under the 20-year-old Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection 
Act, or Republic Act No. 9147, are below six years imprisonment. First-time convicts often apply 
for probation to skip jail time and avoid paying the fines under certain terms. 
 
In the Mati case, the two men spent only four days behind bars before posting a P40,000 bail. 
After their conviction, both sought probation. 
 
According to the Davao Oriental Parole and Probation Office, the men, who are cousins, were 
“very qualified” for probation, after finding no other criminal charges against them. 
The two said they were fishermen from General Santos City, South Cotabato province, who 

✓ 
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According to the Davao Oriental Parole and Probation Office, the men, who are cousins, were 
“very qualified” for probation, after finding no other criminal charges against them. 
 
The two said they were fishermen from General Santos City, South Cotabato province, who 
were forced to stay on shore after their boat was damaged. They said they were approached 
by a certain person to look after the birds—claiming they did not know they were smuggled—
in exchange for P250 per day and food. 
 
Their bail was paid for by a relative, said senior probation and parole officer Jonaliza Manguiob, 
whom they sought for help after they were arrested. 
 
But even when their probation application was granted in September 2020, they have not yet 
begun their service. They have not shown up at the probation office in General Santos, where 
their application had been transferred. 
 
Manguiob said the men claimed difficulty in traveling because of their fishing activities. Despite 
their absence, no warrants have been served against them. 
 
The same story persists in many other cases. 
 
In Tagaytay City, three men who smuggled 10 Philippine pangolins, among the most trafficked 
mammals globally, were sentenced to merely 3 months imprisonment and a fine of P20,000 
each. Only three pangolins were repatriated alive back to Palawan province; seven others had 
died in the smuggling attempt. 
 
Hopes on revision 
The Inquirer learned that only two of them were granted probation, with one confirmed to have 
ended his term last February. The third convict is on the run with an arrest warrant against him, 
after he failed to appear at the probation office, according to Eduardo Lamorena Jr., Tagaytay 
probation and parole chief. 
 
These are the realities that wildlife law enforcers and conservationists hope to overturn in 
amending the wildlife law. 
 
In the House of Representatives, a substitute bill that consolidated five pending legislation 
seeking to revamp the law hurdled the committee on appropriations in May, after gaining 
approval from the committee on natural resources in December last year. 
 
In the Senate, two senators separately filed a bill in March, but these remain pending at the 
Senate committee on environment, natural resources and climate change. 
 
Under the House substitute bill, the penalties for killing a critically endangered animal could 
now mean 12 to 20 years in prison, on top of a fine of P200,000 up to P2 million. 
 
Illegal traders could face a minimum imprisonment of four years and cough up P50,000 in fines. 
Those transporting without proper permits could be sentenced to pay P100,000 and spend time 
in jail for up to two years. 
 
The revisions also aim to check loopholes in the current law. For instance, each wild animal 
seized will now constitute a separate and distinct count of an illegal act, so that if 10 specimens 
of even a near threatened species is involved, the maximum penalty will already be imposed 
on the offender. 
 
 
 
For the first time, wildlife trafficking will now be properly defined as a criminal act committed by 
a syndicate or with wildlife either bound for import or export from the country. 

✓ 
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For the first time, wildlife trafficking will now be properly defined as a criminal act committed by 
a syndicate or with wildlife either bound for import or export from the country. 
The proposed amendments aim to strengthen wildlife law enforcement by creating plantilla 
positions and deputizing wildlife enforcement officers. 
 
“This will deter criminal elements, those involved in trafficking of wildlife,” said lawyer Theresa 
Tenazas, acting head of the wildlife resources division of the Biodiversity Management Bureau. 
“The Philippines is no longer a haven for them.” 
 
No more delays 
Much remains to be done, however, in ensuring actual prosecution and conviction of wildlife 
criminals. For one, wildlife law enforcers, especially in the provincial offices of the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources, should be trained to handle and see wildlife cases 
through, and not just settle for the minimum punishment, conservationists say. 
 
The government must also exert efforts to wield other legal mechanisms, said lawyer Edward 
Lorenzo, policy and governance adviser of Conservation International Philippines. Wildlife 
criminals, especially those using electronic and online means in their transactions and those 
involved in transboundary trafficking, could be slapped with violations to the cybercrime law 
and the antimoney laundering law. 
 
“There can be more creative ways of using these other modes to target the upper levels of the 
syndicates and not just the lower-ranking parts of the network,” Lorenzo said. “They’re more 
important since they’re the ones providing financing, logistics and connections..” 
 
As wildlife crime persists despite continuous enforcement operations and the coronavirus 
lockdowns, the harsher penalties could no longer afford more delays. 
 
“The amended law will not end anything, but I believe it can go a long way in helping us 
minimize our current problems,” said Lorenzo. “What we want is our enforcers to be prepared, 
so that when the world opens again and the illegal trade comes back, at least they are more 
ready.” INQ 
 

(This story was produced with the support of Oxpeckers Center for Investigative Environmental 

Journalism and Internews’ Earth Journalism Network. –Ed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1440253/ph-laws-allow-wildlife-smuggling-brains-to-

stay-untouched  
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EDC to rescue, propagate Palawan-

endemic tree species with PCSD 
June 2, 2021 

 

The Energy Development Corporation, represented by its Assistant Vice President and Head of Corporate Support 

Function Regina Victoria Pascual (top, right) and Assistant Vice President and Head of Corporate Social 

Responsibility Atty. Allan Barcena (bottom, left) show the signed copy of the Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) on 

the in-situ conservation of endangered and threatened Philippine native tree species in Palawan island with Palawan 

Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) headed by its Executive Director Atty. Teodoro Jose Matta (top, left) 

and its project development officer Levita Lagrada. 

LOPEZ-led geothermal leader Energy Development Corporation (EDC) in collaboration with its 
newest Binhi partner, the Palawan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD), aims to 
rescue and propagate more Philippine native tree species endemic to Palawan island. 
 
With the recent signing of the Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) between the two above-
mentioned institutions, more endangered tree species endemic to Palawan island such as the 
Palawan mangkono (Xanthostemon speciosus), Manggis (Koompassia excelsa), Narig-laot 
(Vatica maritima) and Palawan narig (Vatica mangachapoi ssp. obtusifolia) that are on the brink 
of extinction are targeted to be rescued and propagated through the in-situ conservation project 
under the Binhi program. 
 
Binhi, EDC's nationwide forest restoration program and the country's largest private sector-led 
greening initiative, aims to restore denuded forests, preserve and propagate threatened native 
tree species, and protect biodiversity to leave a legacy of a verdant Philippines for future 
generations. 
 
In-situ conservation, one of the restoration processes under the Binhi program, is the process 
of conserving ecosystems and natural habitats and the maintenance and recovery of viable 
populations of species in their natural surroundings. Through this process, the BINHI team aims 
to rescue and propagate Palawan Narig, Narig Laot and 12 other Palawan-endemic tree 
species identified to be critically endangered and near extinction. The team shall also provide 
technical assistance and expertise to PCSD during the implementation of the project. 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/06/02/public-square/edc-to-rescue-propagate-

palawan-endemic-tree-species-with-pcsd/1801516  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/06/02/public-square/edc-to-rescue-propagate-palawan-endemic-tree-species-with-pcsd/1801516
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/06/02/public-square/edc-to-rescue-propagate-palawan-endemic-tree-species-with-pcsd/1801516


June 03, 2021 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Conservation center in Mindoro aims to protect 

island’s biodiversity 
June 2, 2021 | 4:42 pm 

 

 
Image courtesy of the Mindoro Biodiversity Foundation, Inc. (MBCFI) 

A biodiversity conservation center being constructed in Puerto Galera aims to promote 
Mindoro’s unique flora and fauna and educate people on climate change.   

A project of the Mindoro Biodiversity Foundation, Inc. (MBCFI), which undertakes the protection 
and preservation of Mindoro Island, the Mindoro Biodiversity Conservation Center in 
Barangay Dulangan, Puerto Galera, is composed of a Mangyan heritage hall, where the 
Mangyans can showcase their cultural heritage and sell their handicrafts; a greenhouse, where 
visitors can try their hand at bio-intensive gardening and nursery landscaping; and 
a research laboratory, where scientists and researchers can process specimens from key 
biodiversity areas in the island.   

“We have constructed 40% of buildings 1 and 2,” said Grace C. Diamante, executive director 
of MBCFI, at a May 27 virtual event. The first phase of construction is expected to finish before 
the year ends, she added, although there have been delays due to bad weather.   

Sponsorship opportunities — including those that fund the non-profit organization’s programs 
on scientific research, community-related activities, and information campaigns — are 
available, Ms. Diamante added. Individuals or groups that donate P5–15 million will have 
spaces named after them.  

Located in the southwestern coast of Luzon and northeast of Palawan, Mindoro Island is 
recognized as one of the world’s biodiversity conservation priority areas, specifically in terms 
of the number of endemic (or native) species, diversity of habitats, and degrees of threats.   

The MBCFI and the Malampaya Foundation, Inc. (MFI) have been undertaking the protection 
and preservation of the island, as well as the other key biodiversity areas of north Palawan and 
the Verde Island Passage.    
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of the number of endemic (or native) species, diversity of habitats, and degrees of threats.   

The MBCFI and the Malampaya Foundation, Inc. (MFI) have been undertaking the protection 
and preservation of the island, as well as the other key biodiversity areas of north Palawan and 
the Verde Island Passage.    

Among the various flora and fauna found in the island are the tamaraw or dwarf water buffalo, 
the Philippine warty pig, the golden-crowned fruit bat, as well as various pine and rattan 
species. In her presentation, Ms. Diamante shared that Mindoro has more bird species than 
Madagascar (285 versus 258), known as a globally-recognized megadiversity country. It also 
has more reptile and amphibian species (70 versus 27) than the United Kingdom, a country 
with a land area 23 times that of the island.   

“Central Philippines has the most number of marine species per unit area, with particular 
emphasis on the Verde Island Passage,” said Karen Agabin, executive director of Malampaya 
Foundation, the social arm of Malampaya Joint Venture partners. The Verde Island Passage is 
located between the islands of Mindoro and Luzon, and is recognized as the center of global 
shore-fish biodiversity.    

A February 2013 study by Jonnell C. Sanciangco, et al., however, noted the evidence of 
exploitation-related biodiversity loss in central Philippines.    

There has been a 90% decline in fish-catch rates since the 1950s to the year 2000, said 
Ms. Agabin. “Marine protected areas (MPAs) are effective solutions. They can accelerate 
restoration and [promote the] sustainable use of resources — but only if they are effectively 
managed,” she added.   

MPAs are established to help protect marine ecosystems that are threatened by human activity, 
such as overfishing or petroleum drilling. They also provide living laboratories for 
oceanographers and marine biologists to conduct research, according to National 
Geographic.   

“The prosperity of humans is dependent on biodiversity,” Ms. Agabin said. “Investing in 
biodiversity means investing in our future.” — Patricia B. Mirasol  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/conservation-center-in-mindoro-aims-to-protect-

islands-biodiversity/?fbclid=IwAR0wsrKnS5Je4Vh-ZmQkNgEI2HIPOcoj9J5gd6T-

4urn7GNFZmwxgbyLuUw  
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https://www.bworldonline.com/conservation-center-in-mindoro-aims-to-protect-islands-biodiversity/?fbclid=IwAR0wsrKnS5Je4Vh-ZmQkNgEI2HIPOcoj9J5gd6T-4urn7GNFZmwxgbyLuUw
https://www.bworldonline.com/conservation-center-in-mindoro-aims-to-protect-islands-biodiversity/?fbclid=IwAR0wsrKnS5Je4Vh-ZmQkNgEI2HIPOcoj9J5gd6T-4urn7GNFZmwxgbyLuUw


June 03, 2021 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

MMDA flags trash clogging pumping stations; 
urges proper waste management 
Published June 2, 2021 9:26pm 

 

The Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) on Wednesday raised alarm over 
garbage that clogged pumping stations, which may cause flooding in the metropolis amid 
tropical storm Dante. 

According to Mariz Umali's report over "24 Oras," MMDA chairman Benhur Abalos Jr. 
inspected the Tripa de Gallina pumping station in Pasay, wherein two of eight machines were 
not working due to clogged items found in the filter. 

If the pumping stations are not fixed, flooding may also be experienced in Makati City, Abalos 
warned. 

"These machines need to keep working, if not, there will be flood waters that could reach 
Makati City," he said, in Filipino. 

In the television report, the Pasay government would collect about seven trucks of garbage 
per day. 

The MMDA chairman also urged the public to segregate their waste as thousands of face 
shields, face masks and personal protective equipment are being collected and could 
damage pumping stations.—Consuelo Marquez/LDF, GMA News 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/metro/789966/mmda-flags-trash-clogging-

pumping-stations-urges-proper-waste-management/story/  

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/metro/789966/mmda-flags-trash-clogging-pumping-stations-urges-proper-waste-management/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/metro/789966/mmda-flags-trash-clogging-pumping-stations-urges-proper-waste-management/story/
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Uniting against single-use plastic in 47th 
episode of ‘Stories for a Better 
Normal’ series 
Published by 
Climate Change Commission Philippines 

Wednesday 2 June 2021 

 
Big civil society organisations advocating for the phase-out of single-use plastics (SUPs) will 
gather virtually to discuss the dangerous effects of SUPs on people’s health, the environment, 
and climate, and assess the proposed Single-use Plastic Products Regulation Bill in the 47th 
episode of “Stories for a Better Normal: Pandemic and Climate Change Pathways,” with the 
topic, “Uniting Against Single-Use Plastic.”  

The episode will air on Thursday, 3 June 2021, 10:00 AM via Facebook Live 
at facebook.com/CCCPhl and facebook.com/iamlorenlegarda. 

Froilan Grate, Regional Coordinator of Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives and 
President of Mother Earth Foundation; Atty. Gloria Ramos, Vice President of Oceana 
Philippines; and Marian Ledesma, anti-Plastic Campaigner of Greenpeace Philippines-
Southeast Asia will join the online conversation conceptualised and hosted by three-term 
Senator, now House Deputy Speaker and Antique representative Loren Legarda. 

This episode will discuss plastic-free alternatives in local enterprises and alternative delivery 
systems and reuse solutions. 

The Philippines is known for its rich marine ecosystems but is also one of the major sources of 
plastic trash in the world, contributing almost three million metric tonnes of plastic wastes and 
500,000 metric tons of plastic waste leakage per year. 

Plastic production and incineration use petrochemicals from fossil fuel and thus contribute to 
global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions  and climate change. 

According to the Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA), Filipinos use 59.7 billion 
pieces of sachets, 17.5 billion pieces of shopping bags, 16.5 billion pieces of plastic labo bag, 
and 1.1 billion diapers yearly. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has even magnified the problem of single-use plastics 

as people aim to minimise contamination and further spread of the virus. This 

 

http://facebook.com/CCCPhl
http://facebook.com/iamlorenlegarda
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The Covid-19 pandemic has even magnified the problem of single-use plastics as people aim 
to minimise contamination and further spread of the virus. This has led to utilising easily 
disposable items, such as those used for food and other deliveries. 

The upcoming episode will focus on non-government organisations that have worked across 
communities to address the problems caused by plastic pollution, and are calling for the 
immediate passage of the Single-use Plastic Products Regulation bill. 

As an online discussion to promote health, environmental consciousness, and climate-adaptive 
practices, “Stories for a Better Normal” aims to change the mindset of individuals, families, and 
communities by demonstrating ways in which a ‘better normal’ can be realised within our 
communities. 

This online discussion is organised in partnership between the Office of Deputy Speaker 
Legarda and the Climate Change Commission, with support from the Institute for Climate and 
Sustainable Cities, The Climate Reality Project-Philippines and Mother Earth Foundation.  

About the Climate Change Commission 
The Climate Change Commission is the lead policy-making body of the government tasked to 
coordinate, monitor and evaluate government programs and ensure mainstreaming of climate 
change in national, local, and sectoral development plans towards a climate-resilient and 
climate-smart Philippines. 

Contact         : Information and Knowledge Management Division 

Landline        : +63 8420 5515 

Email            : ikmdiv.ccc@gmail.com; ikmd@climate.gov.ph 

Website        : www.climate.gov.ph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.eco-business.com/press-releases/uniting-against-single-use-plastic-in-

47th-episode-of-stories-for-a-better-normal-series/  
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Coca-Cola pilots plastic diversion systems with 
WWF 
Published 3 hours ago on June 3, 2021 02:30 AM 
By TDT  @tribunephl 

 
Cecile Alcantara, president of Coca-Cola Foundation Philippines. 

Recognizing the low collection and recycling rates in the country and the opportunity to drive 
circular economy solutions, Coca-Cola Philippines, through its social investment arm, Coca-
Cola Foundation Philippines, is continuously partnering with NGOs to implement sustainable 
solid waste management programs at the community level. 

Together with its long-time partner WWF-Philippines, and with additional funding from The 
Coca-Cola Foundation (the global philanthropic arm of The Coca-Cola Company), Coca-Cola 
is piloting diverse plastic diversion systems tailored to different communities in the country. 

“The global scale of plastic pollution makes it a problem that requires strong, impactful 
partnerships and sustainable solutions. That is why we partner with like-minded organizations 
like WWF-Philippines to help us provide circular waste solutions that will not only do good for 
the environment but can also educate people to be part of the solution and uplift the lives of 
Filipinos,” said Cecile Alcantara, president of the Coca-Cola Foundation Philippines. 

The 10-month project will involve four different types of communities from highly urbanized 
cities, coastal communities, islands, and lowlands in Davao City, San Isidro in Davao Oriental, 
Island Garden City of Samal and Donsol in Sorsogon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2021/06/03/coca-cola-pilots-plastic-diversion-systems-

with-wwf/  

 

https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/tribuneadmin/
https://www.twitter.com/tribunephl
https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2021/06/03/coca-cola-pilots-plastic-diversion-systems-with-wwf/
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Tagalog News: Environment at climate 

action dapat magsimula sa kabataan 
By Ma. Alaine P. AllaniguePublished on June 2, 2021 

 
LUNGSOD QUEZON, Hunyo 2 (PIA) -- Binigyang-diin ng ilan sa mga kilalang young Filipino 
environmental at climate advocates ang papel ng kabataan sa paggamit ng kani-kanilang 
kakayahan sa pagiging malikhain at teknolohiya upang maging changemakers tungo sa isang 
better normal sa ginanap na ika-46 na episode ng “Stories for a Better Normal: Pandemic and 
Climate Pathways,” na may temang, “Pinoy Changemakers.” 

Tampok sa talakayan sina Antoinette Taus, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Goodwill Ambassador at Founder ng CORA at ng The Sustainable Planet; Carmela Ellaga, 
isang fisheries technologist; Gab Mejia, conservation photographer at environmental 
storyteller; at Ranielle Navarro, guro mula sa Albay Central School na kinilala bilang 2021 
National Geographic awardee. Nagbahagi ang mga panauhin ng kani-kanilang mga 
environmental advocacies, at nagsulong ng makabuluhang pakikipag-ugnayan ng mga 
kabataan sa larangan ng  pangangalaga at pagprotekta sa kapaligiran pati na ang 
pagpapanumbalik ng siglang-buhay ng mundo ngayong new normal. 

Ibinahagi ni Taus kung paanong ang pagmamahal, tapang, at layunin ng isang indibidwal, ang 
siyang magtutulak para aksyunan ang lumalalang environmental degradation at climate 
change. 

"Kung mayroong pagmamahal, katapangan at magandang layunin... Maaari mong ayusin ang 
lahat ng mga problema sa daigdig para sa parehong tao at mundo – pagmamahal para sa 
kapuwa tao at pagmamahal para sa kalikasan. At siyempre, ang lakas ng loob na kumilos para 
sa mga bagay na pinaniniwalaan. At layunin, paniniwalang maski ang maliliit na pagkilos ay 
sadyang napakahalaga kung ito'y makalilikha maski na kakaunting pagbabago lamang. 
Walang maliliit na pagbabago lamang at wala ring maliliit na gawang kabutihan. Ang lahat ng 
ito ay napakahalaga sa isang tao o di kaya'y para sa ating mundo," aniya ni Antoinette Taus. 

Kinilala si Ellaga ni dating U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama dahil sa kaniyang pagsisikap na 

maprotektahan ang planeta, iginiit ni Ellaga ang kahalagahan ng pakikipag-ugnayan sa pagitan 

ng mga tao para makamit ang sustenableng kinabukasan. 
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Kinilala si Ellaga ni dating U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama dahil sa kaniyang pagsisikap na 
maprotektahan ang planeta, iginiit ni Ellaga ang kahalagahan ng pakikipag-ugnayan sa pagitan 
ng mga tao para makamit ang sustenableng kinabukasan. 

“Ang konserbasyon ay ‘di nangangahulugang pagprotekta lamang sa mga hayop at kalikasan 
kun’di nangangahulugan din itong pagprotekta sa mga tao, at pagkilos kasama ang isa’t isa. 
Kinakailangan talagang magtulungan ang mga mamamayan, kaisa ang komunidad sa sama-
samang pagkilos para sa pamamahala ng mga yamang baybayin at sa pagprotekta ng mga 
likas na yaman,” diin ni Carmela Ellaga. 

"Bahagi ng pagiging isang conservation photographer ang kaalaman na ang konserbasyon ay 
hindi lamang tungkol sa pagprotekta ng mga kalupaan at ng mga hayop na mayroon tayo, 
kun’di tungkol din sa pagbibigay-lakas at pagproprotekta sa sangkatauhan na naninirahan dito 
- tulad ng lokal na komunidad, at mga mahihirap at napapabayaang mga pamayanan, pati na 
ang mga mulisipalidad na nakapalibot sa mga protektadong lugar. Dahil sa totoo lang, lahat 
tayo'y nakakukuha ng mga benepisyo mula sa kapaligiran, protektadong mga lugar, at 
biodiversity,” pahayag ni Mejia habang binibigyang-tuon ang papel ng photography sa sa 
pagbuo ng kamalayan at pagpapakilos sa kapaligiran at climate action. 

Si Ranielle Navarro ay siyang utak sa likod ng “A Call to Solution: Goals for Environmental 
Oversight (ACS Geo),” isang proyekto na naglalayong linangin ang kaalaman ukol sa siyensiya, 
pamamahayag, at pamamahala sa kapaligiran sa pamamagitan ng digital storytelling, 
geocaching, at paggamit ng mga digital application tulad ng Marine Debris Tracker. Binigyan 
diin niya ang kahalagahan ng paglikha ng mga bagong oportunidad upang matuto sa kabila ng 
mga limitasyong dulot ng pandemya para higit na maimpluwensyahan ang iba na kumilos. 

“Hindi lamang natatapos sa pagkukuwento ang aming solusyon. Iniimbitahan namin ang aming 
mga estudyante na maging citizen scientists at journalists sa pamamagitan ng Marine Debris 
Tracker App. Naniniwala kami na sa aming ACS GEO project ay maaari itong unti-unting mag-
ambag sa pagligtas ng ating marine ecosystem. Kaya patuloy kaming lilikha ng mga 
oportunidad sa pagkatuto gaya ng proyektong ito para sa aming mga mag-aaral sa kabila ng 
remote learning setting sa gitna ng pandemiya,” sabi ni Navarro. 

Bilang isang online discussion upang maisulong ang kalusugan, kamalayang pangkapaligiran, 
at mga kasanayan sa pag-angkop sa klima, naglalayon ang "Stories for a Better Normal" na 
baguhin ang kaisipan ng mga tao, mga pamilya, at mga pamayanan sa pamamagitan ng 
pagpapakita ng mga pamamaraan kung saan maaaring magkaroon tayo at isabuhay natin ang 
isang ‘better normal’ sa loob ng ating mga pamayanan. 

Na-organisa ang online na talakayang ito mula sa pagtutulungan ng tanggapan ni Deputy 
Speaker Loren Legarda at ng Climate Change Commission (CCC) na binigyang-suporta 
naman mula sa Department of Education, Philippine Information Agency, Philippine 
Commission on Women, Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities, The Climate Reality 
Project-Philippines and Mother Earth Foundation. (PIA NCR) 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1076916 
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The lethal argument against climate 
denialism is reality 
 By Ben Kritz June 3, 2021 

THE relationship of climate change denialism to the rest of the world might best be described 
by a crude analogy: The last bus of the evening arrives at a busy stop, where 100 people are 
waiting. Ninety-nine people board the bus, reach a consensus that the bus should at least move 
forward down the street, but as it does so are otherwise engaged in an animated discussion 
about how fast it should go or what lane it should use. 

Meanwhile, the lone person who did not board the bus remains standing at the stop as the 
vehicle grows smaller in the distance, stridently demanding that someone, anyone debate with 
him whether buses actually exist, or for that matter, roads. 

In his latest screed against the "lie of climate change," the nation's foremost advocate of social 
atrophy detailed - or more accurately, lifted verbatim from another publication - a summary of 
a fragment of a scientific debate between three-man teams of climate scientists that took place 
in January 2014 and was organized by the prestigious American Physical Society (APS). 

The excerpt gleaned by the first writer and copy-pasted for the benefit of readers here 
supposedly presented a "gotcha" moment in the debate: an admission by climate scientists that 
the climate models they were using to project conditions at the end of the century were 
inaccurate by as much as 30 percent but were nonetheless still used as the basis of policy 
formulated by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the United Nations. 

Our faithful stenographer triumphantly concludes, "To this day, the climate change (CC) 
movement has not recovered from the devastating debate in New York. CC believers are wary 
of debating climate change with climate realists, particularly scientists. They won't even present 
a reasoned brief on their dogma of climate change. They want it to be granted a presumption 
of proof. 

"No wonder, Cal Thomas, the most widely syndicated columnist in America, calls climate 
change a phony doctrine." 

Reality check 
Debating a climate change denier is like getting in a fist fight with a fat kid with asthma. It's not 
much of a challenge. 

Let's clear up the irrelevant non sequitur first: Cal Thomas, whose name or views on the topic 
appear nowhere else in the latest harangue and is thus a weird choice as a subject of an 
"appeal to authority" logical fallacy, is not actually the most widely syndicated columnist in 
America nor apparently as influential as his fans would like to believe. At his peak around 2007, 
Thomas ranked sixth among American syndicated columnists in terms of total circulation and 
in a recent (February 2021) survey, ranked 22nd in terms of name recognition. 
 
So much for Cal Thomas; now for the debate itself. According to a more contemporary (April 
2015, as opposed to last month's faulty reminiscence used as a source in the latest mewling) 
analysis of the debate by Scientific American, the reasons it was arranged by the APS were 
because first of all, many climate scientists were uncomfortable with the "absolute" language 
used by some of their peers in their conclusions about human-caused climate change - a 
fundamental principle of any science is uncertainty - and second, they did not wish to exclude, 
or be accused of excluding, divergent points of view from the broader discussion of climate 
change. 
 

As Scientific American reports, the attendees at the January 2014 symposium - 
APS members, all trained physicists - understood the climate skeptics' best 
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As Scientific American reports, the attendees at the January 2014 symposium - APS members, 
all trained physicists - understood the climate skeptics' best argument to be one of dissent with 
the way the science was being presented to the public, rather than the conclusions of the 
science itself. "At the end, they understood that the skeptical scientists' 'critique of science itself 
was extremely weak'," the article quoted Dr. Robert Rosner of the University of Chicago as 
saying. 

Rosner was later part of the committee that drafted the APS' official position on climate change, 
which responded to the criticism of how the current scientific knowledge was described for 
public consumption. That statement reads in part, "As summarized in the 2013 report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), there continues to be significant progress 
in climate science. In particular, the connection between rising concentrations of atmospheric 
greenhouse gases and the increased warming of the global climate system is more certain than 
ever. Nevertheless, as recognized by Working Group 1 of the IPCC, scientific challenges 
remain to our abilities to observe, interpret, and project climate changes. To better inform 
societal choices, the APS urges sustained research in climate science." 

A debate among those most qualified to engage in it that fundamentally boiled down to a 
disagreement on semantics can hardly be described as "devastating." 

The best evidence that it was not "devastating" is what happened a little less than two years 
later, in December 2015, when every country in the world except one signed the Paris 
Agreement on climate action. The lone holdout was the Holy See and only by reason of a 
technicality: as an observer state of the UN, the Vatican is not a member of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, and thus was unable to sign the accord. Pope Francis has 
since pledged the Church's full cooperation with the pact regardless of its signatory status and 
committed the Vatican to achieving "net zero" emissions by 2050. 

Since the initial signing of the Paris Agreement, only six of the 197 signatories have yet to 
formally ratify it: Eritrea, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Turkey and Yemen, which together account for less 
than 3 percent of total global emissions. 

An old saying a friend of mine is fond of using occasionally is entirely appropriate here: the 
dogs may bark, but the caravan rolls on. In the past couple of years, the caravan has been 
joined by the financial world as well as the political one. Climate impact has now become a 
standard risk factor in most investments and carries an expensive penalty in almost any project 
financing or insurance - if financiers or insurers are willing to back environmentally 
unsustainable investments at all, which they are increasingly refusing to do. 

Stubbornly arguing that one is right and the whole of the rest of the world is wrong is the epitome 
of hubris. When that argument implies - scientific evidence notwithstanding - that it is wrong for 
humanity to pursue cleaner, more efficient, and more cost-effective technologies and activities, 
it descends beyond mere hubris into inhumanity. 

ben.kritz@manilatimes.net 
 
Twitter: @benkritz 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/06/03/opinion/columns/the-lethal-argument-against-

climate-denialism-is-reality/1801690  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/163550757135020/posts/2561479130675492/  
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World Bicycle Day at SM 
June 3, 2021 

 

IN celebration of World Bicycle Day on June 3, today, bike enthusiasts and advocates got 

together at the iconic SM Mall of Asia globe to highlight the bicycle as a simple, affordable, 

reliable, and sustainable means of transportation. These included SM Engineering Design and 

Development President Hans Sy Jr. (third from right), Delegation of the European Union to the 

Philippines Ambassador Luc Veron (third from left), Department of Transportation Assistant 

Secretary for Road Transport and Infrastructure Mark Steven Pastor (second from left), and 

members of the Firefly Brigade led by trustee Jack Yabut (second from right) and Chairman 

Roselle Leah Rivera (left). The event also served as a send-off for Salubungan sa SM: Sama-

Sama sa Bike Safety, a 1,300-kilometer bike packing tour across Luzon with safety clinics at 

select SM malls. The SM Mall of Asia was recently cited as Most Bike-Friendly Commercial 

Establishment in the 2020 Mobility Awards, together with SM City Marikina. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/06/03/public-square/world-bicycle-day-at-

sm/1801745  
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World must address oceans crisis – UN 
 By Xinhua June 3, 2021 

UNITED NATIONS: The world must harness "clear, transformative and actionable solutions" to 
address the ocean crisis, the president of the UN General Assembly said on Tuesday 
(Wednesday in Manila) as he opened a meeting to generate momentum toward the 2022 UN 
Ocean Conference, when public health safety measures allow. 

"Simply speaking, our relationship with our planet's ocean must change," Volkan Bozkir told a 
high-level thematic debate on the ocean and Sustainable Development Goal 14 (SDG14): Life 
Below Water. 

Against the backdrop that human activities have threatened to undo the delicate balance of this 
ecosystem that supports nutritional, economic and social value to billions the world over, he 
upheld that there is "simply no scenario" wherein we live on a planet without an ocean. 

People do not want to live in "a world of one crisis after the next," said the PGA, preferring 
instead the "security, sustainability and the peace of mind" that comes with a healthy planet. 

"We have seen this in countries and cities that have prioritized coastal and marine areas over 
tourism... in protected wetlands... in efforts to address illegal, unreported, and unregulated 
fishing, and regulate shipping and resource extraction," he said. 

New governance, policy and market approaches that incentivize both profitability and 
sustainability - for people and planet - provide an opportunity for a "blue recovery" to build 
resilience, particularly on small island developing states, upheld by the assembly president. 

"Building a sustainable ocean economy is one of the most important tasks and greatest 
opportunities of our time," he spelled out, urging governments, industries, civil society and 
others to "join forces developing and implementing ocean solutions." 

As the SDG14 targets were among the first to mature, Bozkir encouraged everyone to "think 
ahead" and arrive at the second Ocean Conference in Lisbon, Portugal with "demonstrable 
evidence of progress." 

Rather than wait until the conference opens to rediscuss these issues, he reminded that the 
Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development has already begun. "Let us choose to 
arrive in Portugal with accomplishments and progress that inspire hope and optimism for a 
better tomorrow," the PGA concluded. 

Peter Thomson, UN Secretary General's Special Envoy for the Ocean, emphasized the need 
to improve our relationship with the sea to one of respect and balance. 

He underscored the importance of delivering on SDG14, saying that "ocean acidification cannot 
continue unabated" while pointing out that greenhouse gas emission reductions are "required 
to meet 2030 goals." 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/06/03/news/world/world-must-address-oceans-

crisis-un/1801655  
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US bans drilling in Alaska wildlife site 
 By Agence France-Presse June 3, 2021 

 
CARIBOU HAVEN This undated aerial photo provided by US Fish and Wildlife Service shows a herd of caribou on the 

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in northeast Alaska. The Biden administration is suspending oil and gas leases in 

Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as it reviews the environmental impacts of drilling in the remote region. US 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE VIA AP 

ANCHORAGE: US President Joe Biden's administration announced on Tuesday it was halting 
petroleum development activity in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), reversing 
a move by former president Donald Trump to allow drilling. 
 
The Interior Department said it was notifying firms of the freeze, pending a comprehensive 
environmental review that will determine whether leases in the area known as ANWR should 
be "reaffirmed, voided or subject to additional mitigation measures," the agency said in a 
statement. 
 
The announcement deals a blow to the long-contested quest of oil companies to drill in the 
sensitive territory. The push for development picked up momentum after Trump announced the 
leasing plan last November shortly after losing reelection to Biden. 
 
At a lease sale in January over some 1.6 million acres, US officials auctioned off 11 oil tracts. 
Major oil companies sat out the bidding and nine of the leases went to the Alaska Industrial 
Development and Export Authority, a state agency, while two went to small companies. 
 
Biden had promised to protect ANWR during the presidential campaign. 
 
White House climate advisor Gina McCarthy noted Biden's promise and said the move reflected 
his belief that "national treasures are cultural and economic cornerstones of our country," 
according to a White House statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/06/03/news/world/us-bans-drilling-in-alaska-

wildlife-site/1801657  
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BREAKING: Kaso ng COVID-19 sa Pilipinas, 
pumalo na sa 1.24-M 
By Angellic JordanJune 02, 2021 - 04:03 PM 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-

white-sand/  
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Mahigit 5,000 ang panibagong napaulat na kaso ng Coronavirus Disease o COVID-19 sa 
Pilipinas. 

Sa huling datos ng Department of Health (DOH) bandang araw ng Miyerkules (June 2), pumalo 
na sa 1,240,716 ang confirmed cases ng nakakahawang sakit sa bansa. 

Sa nasabi kasing bilang, 52,132 o 4.2 porsyento ang aktibong kaso. 

Sinabi ng kagawaran na 5,257 ang bagong napaulat na kaso ng COVID-19 sa bansa. 

93.1 porsyento sa active COVID-19 cases ang mild; 2.3 porsyento ang asymptomatic; 1.32 
porsyento ang moderate; 1.9 porsyento ang severe habang 1.5 porsyento ang nasa kritikal na 
kondisyon. 

Nasa 146 naman ang napaulat na nasawi. 

Dahil dito, umakyat na sa 21,158 o 1.71 porsyento ang COVID-19 related deaths sa bansa. 

Ayon pa sa DOH, 6,266 naman ang gumaling pa sa COVID-19. 

Dahil dito, umakyat na sa 1,167,426 o 94.1 porsyento ang total recoveries ng COVID-19 sa 
Pilipinas. 
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Citing data from the Department of Health, OCTA said the average number of new cases in Metro 

Manila from May 26 to June 1 was 1,135 per day, up eight percent from the preceding week. 
Boy Santos, file 

COVID-19 cases in NCR rise slightly 
Janvic Mateo (The Philippine Star) - June 3, 2021 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines — Metro Manila has recorded a slight increase in new COVID-19 cases 
over the past week, the first time since the peak of the most recent surge in April, the OCTA 
Research Group said yesterday. 

Citing data from the Department of Health, OCTA said the average number of new cases in 
Metro Manila from May 26 to June 1 was 1,135 per day, up eight percent from the preceding 
week. 

The reproduction number, which indicates the number of persons a positive individual can 
infect, also increased from 0.57 to 0.68. 

Nationwide, the average number of new cases in the past week was 6,699 per day, up 37 
percent from the daily average of 4,898 new cases in the preceding week, the lowest since the 
peak of the surge in April. 

OCTA said the cause of the reversal in the downward trend is that the NCR Plus did not see a 
decrease in cases that would counter the upward trends seen in many local government units 
outside the bubble. 

Several local government units in Metro Manila have also recorded spikes in new cases over 
the past week. 

Public complacency 

In an interview with “The Chiefs” on One News on Tuesday night, OCTA fellow Guido David 
said public complacency may be seen as a factor in the “disappearance” of the downward trend 
in Metro Manila. 

“It’s not yet at the point that it is very alarming. Right now, the downward trend in the NCR has 
disappeared. We are seeing an unstable trend right now, which means that we are not certain 
if it’s going to go up or if it will go down soon,” he said. 

“Part of the reason is that we are seeing a lot of these super spreader events happening – 
private pool parties, social gatherings,” he added. “What we’re getting from reports is that we’re 
getting community transmission in these private gatherings and if this is the case, then this is 
more of complacency rather than the overall quarantine restrictions.” 

 

For areas outside NCR Plus, OCTA fellow and molecular biologist Fr. Nicanor 
Austriaco said the pattern suggests that new COVID variants may have been 
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For areas outside NCR Plus, OCTA fellow and molecular biologist Fr. Nicanor Austriaco said 
the pattern suggests that new COVID variants may have been transported from the capital after 
the strict lockdown was lifted. 

“The NCR surge which we experienced in March and April were driven by variants, and these 
variants were contained in the NCR for the most part because the bubble went into ECQ 
(enhanced community quarantine),” he said. 

“What you’re seeing all over the Philippines, especially in Mindanao and certain areas in the 
Visayas, is that regions that had not experienced a surge are now (experiencing it)… This 
pattern suggests that someone brought the variants from Metro Manila to these regions to set 
off these outbreaks,” he added. 

Impact of vaccination 
During the same interview, Austriaco said the country would need to vaccinate more people 
before its impact on transmission is felt. 

“The experience in many other countries suggests that we will not see a significant impact on 
transmission until the vaccination rate reaches about 30 to 40 percent of the population,” he 
said. 

He pointed out the expected lag in the effect of the vaccination, noting that development of 
immunity would take six to eight weeks, depending on the type of the vaccine that will be 
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Covid-19 vax ‘imbalance’ must be corrected: 
Duterte 
By Azer Parrocha  June 2, 2021, 11:26 pm 

 
UNIVERSAL ACCESS. President Rodrigo Duterte calls for universal access to safe and effective Covid-19 vaccines during the Gavi 

COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC) Summit on Wednesday (June 1, 2021). The summit was co-hosted by Japan Prime 

Minister Suga Yoshihide and GAVI Chair of the Board Jose Manuel Barrosco. (Screen grab) 

MANILA – President Rodrigo Duterte has renewed his call for universal access to safe and 
effective Covid-19 vaccines, stressing that vaccine “imbalance” will have consequences. 

Duterte made this pitch during the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC) Summit 
co-hosted by Japan Prime Minister Suga Yoshihide and GAVI Chair of the Board Jose Manuel 
Barroso on Wednesday, according to a press statement from the Office of the President. 

In his speech, he emphasized the current “glaring imbalance” in vaccine distribution with more 
than 82 percent of the global supply going to developed countries. 

“This imbalance must be corrected – or there will be no real and inclusive global recovery to 
speak of,” Duterte said. 

Duterte also reiterated his earlier pledge to donate USD1 million as a contribution to the World 
Health Organization (WHO)-led COVAX initiative to aid in accelerating global vaccination 
coverage. 

He first mentioned his desire to contribute USD1 million to the COVAX Facility in a pre-recorded 
public address on Monday. 

“It is our moral responsibility to help each other and face this crisis with greater solidarity and 
urgency. While modest, our contribution demonstrates our firm commitment to this global fight 
against Covid-19,” he added. 

Duterte said the Philippines, as both donor and recipient country, counts on the COVAX 
initiative to bring much-needed vaccines to developing countries. 

He also thanked the GAVI Alliance and encouraged more countries to also contribute. 

The Summit was held with the aim to fill the 1.8 billion gap of the COVAX AMC to provide 
Covid-19 vaccine doses for lower-income economies. 

Securing 1.8 billion doses would enable the AMC to protect nearly 30 percent of the population 
in all AMC countries or roughly half the entire adult population. 
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Securing 1.8 billion doses would enable the AMC to protect nearly 30 percent of the population 
in all AMC countries or roughly half the entire adult population. 

Currently, the AMC has funds in place to protect approximately 20 percent of populations, 
equivalent to all health and social care workers, the elderly, and those with underlying health 
conditions. (PNA) 
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PH to receive more Sinovac, Pfizer COVID-19 

vaccines next week—Galvez 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published Jun 2, 2021 5:02:42 AM 

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, June 2) — Vaccine czar Carlito Galvez Jr. announced 
Tuesday the government is expecting the arrival of additional vaccine doses from Sinovac and 
Pfizer next week. 

During a briefing, Galvez said one million Sinovac vaccine shots are seen to arrive on June 6, 
while another tranche will most likely arrive on June 11. 

As for the Pfizer vaccines, he said 2.2 million doses will arrive on June 11. These will be 
deployed in Metro Manila, Cebu, and Davao, Galvez noted. 

Galvez anticipates a steady vaccine supply from the World Health Organization’s COVAX 
facility in the following months. Moreover, he adds that supply from AstraZeneca, Moderna, 
Sinovac, and Sputnik V will stabilize by July. 

Of the more than 8 million doses the country has received, some 5 million COVID-19 shots 
have been administered. The figure includes 1.2 million Filipinos who are now fully vaccinated. 

On the issue of expiring vaccines, the government said 85% of the 1.5 million AstraZeneca 
doses set to expire end-June have already been given as a first shot, while the remaining 15% 
will be used up next week. 

Latest data show that total number of COVID-19 cases in the country has reached 1,235,467, 
of which 53,203 are active or currently sick patients. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2021/6/2/Galvez-Pfizer-Sinovac-vaccine-arrival.html  
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KINATATAKUTANG INDIA VARIANT PASOK NA 

RIN SA CHINA, PINAS 

 
June 2, 2021 @ 7:25 PM  10 hours ago 

Hindi natin iiwanan ang usaping coronavirus disease-19 o COVID-19 hangga’t nananatiling 
malaking banta ito sa ating kalusugan, buhay at kabuhayan bilang indibidwal at bilang bahagi 
ng sambayanang Filipino. 

Isa sa mga ginagawa natin ang paghalaw ng mga impormasyon mula sa iba’t ibang bansa 
upang magsilbing leksyon o gabay kaya natin sa pagharap sa COVID-19 o pandemya. 

CHINA PINASOK NA RIN NG INDIA VARIANT 
Biglang naghigpit ang China laban sa COVID-19 nang matagpuang kumakalat na ang India 
variant, lalo na sa Guangzhou na pinaka-busy ng airport ng nasabing bansa sa kalagitnaan ng 
pandemya. 

Kabilang sa mga aksyon ng pamahalaang China ang pagbabawas ng malaking bahagi ng 
pagpasok at paglabas ng mga eroplano sa Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport. 

Nasa 519 na lipad na lokal at international ng mga eroplano ang kinansela at bumuo ito ng 37 
porsyento ng flight. 

Napag-aralan nila kasing may mga virus na dala-dala ng mga pumapasok sa Guangzhou o 
imported at mayroon ding lokal na virus na kumakalat na sa nasabing lungsod at sa Guangdong 
province na kinapapalooban nito. 

Lahat ng mga gustong bumiyahe ng eroplano ay kailangang magpakita ng mga sertipiko ng 
negatibong COVID test sa nakaraang tatlong linggo at damay na rin dito ang pagbiyahe sa 
mga tren at shuttle bus. 

Ni-lockdown na rin ng lokal na pamahalaan ng Guangzhou ang limang kalsada na may mga 
kasong COVID-19 at walang pinahihintulutang lumabas ng tahanan maliban lang ang mga 
nauugnay sa “essential goods and services.” 

SA PINAS KAYA? 
Ang tanong: Ano na ang ginagawa natin o gagawin natin kung lumala ang kalagayan natin sa 
Indian variant na nakapasok na rin sa Pinas? 

Sa ngayon, lumalabas na hindi pa gaanong problema ang India variant bagama’t pasok na rin 
ito sa mahal kong Pinas. 

Pero tama lang ang pagpapairal sa Hunyo 1-15 ng mga kwarantina gaya ng Modified Enhanced 
Community Quarantine sa ilang lugar sa mga lalawigan na sinasabing sinasalanta naman ng 
United Kingdom variant at South Africa variant o kaya’y matindi ang pag-atake ng orig na virus. 
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Kabilang sa mga nasa ilalim ng MECQ ang Habang Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine 
(MECQ) mula Hunyo 1 hanggang Hunyo 15 ang Santiago City sa Isabela at Cagayan sa 
Region 2; Apayao, Benguet at Ifugao sa Cordillera Administrative Region; at Puerto Princesa 
sa Region 4-B; Iloilo City sa Region 6; at Zamboanga City, Zamboanga Sibugay, Zamboanga 
del Sur at Zamboanga del Norte sa Region 9; Cagayan de Oro City sa Region 10 at Butuan 
City at Agusan del Sur sa CARAGA. 

Istriktong General Community Quarantine naman ang pinaiiral na ng 15 araw hanggang Hunyo 
15 para sa Metro Manila, Rizal, Bulacan, Cavite at Laguna. 

Naririyan din ang pagpapairal ng travel ban sa mga bansang India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Oman at Uni-ted Arab Emirates. 

Pero may babala pa mismo si Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte na hindi ito mangingiming umaksyon 
agad para sa iba pang mga hakbang kung may hindi magandang kalagayan, bagay na dapat 
lang gawin. 

TOKYO OLYMPICS SA GITNA NG COVID SURGE 
Desidido ang Japan na iraos ang Tokyo Summer Olympcs simula sa Hulyo 23 ngayong taon. 

Ito’y sa kabila ng umaatakeng pagdaluhong sa Japan ng pang-ilang wave na ng COVID-19. 

Ang kailangan lang ng Japan ay magpakita ang mga atleta mula sa iba’t bahaging mundo, 
kasama ang Pinas, ng mga sertipikong sila’y mga bakunado na laban sa COVID-19. 

Iraraos umano ang Olympic sa tulong ng daan-daan o libong doktor, nars at iba pang mga 
health personnel para magbantay sa kalusugan ng mga atleta. 

Ang problema, sa ngayon, maraming doktor, nars at iba pa ang bantulot na magpalista para 
sa Olympic at sa halip, gumawa sila ng mga petisyon upang hindi ituloy ng pamahalaan ang 
nasabing proyekto. 

Natatakot ang mga health worker na lalong lumala ang pandemya sa Japan sa pagdagsa ng 
libo-libong atleta sa Japan mula sa iba’t ibang bansa na maaari umanong makadagdag sa 
COVID surge sa kanila sa mga araw na ito. Ang pagkakaalam natin, meron na ring mga 
atletang Pinoy ang nasa Japan na o pupunta pa lang. 

Ano nga ba ang dapat na gawin ng ating mga awtoridad ukol dito. 

Papayagan ba na-ting susuot sa olimpiada ang mga atleta natin sa gitna ng hindi humuhupang 
COVID surge sa maraming bahagi ng Japan, kasama na ang Tokyo at Osaka? 

Paano ang kanilang pagbabalik? 

Sa ngayon, bantulot ang United States na magpadala ng mga atleta nila at panay ang babala 
nito sa mga American citizen na mag-ingat nang todo sa pandemyang lumalala ngayon sa 
nasabing bansa. 

Marahil, may iba pang mga bansa na may posisyong gaya ng US at makikita natin sa mga 
susunod na araw. 

Dapat na pag-isipan nang husto ang pagpapadala natin o hindi ng ating mga atleta sa 
olimpiadang ito. 

Anomang reklamo o puna, iparating lang sa www.remate.ph o i-text sa 0921-4303333. 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/kinatatakutang-india-variant-pasok-na-rin-sa-china-pinas/  
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PRRD signs AO granting hazard pay to gov’t 
workers 
June 2, 2021 

 
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte talks to the people after holding a meeting with the Inter-Agency Task Force on the 

Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF-EID) core members at the Arcadia Active Lifestyle Center in Matina, Davao City on 

May 10, 2021. JOEY DALUMPINES/ PRESIDENTIAL PHOTO 

Government workers who rendered service under certain quarantine conditions will receive 
hazard pay after President Rodrigo Roa Duterte signed Administrative Order (AO) No. 43 on 
June 1. 

The AO grants hazard pay to government workers who were physically present at their jobs in 
areas where enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) and modified enhanced community 
quarantine (MECQ) were declared since March 2021. 

The estimated hazard pay will be at least ₱500 per day for all national government agencies 
including the state universities and colleges, and government-owned and -controlled 
corporations. The AO also includes workers at local government units. 

Moreover, regular, contractual, and casual government workers, as well as holders of contract 
of service and job order positions are qualified to receive the hazard pay. 

Report from Mela Lesmoras/NGS-jlo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://ptvnews.ph/prrd-signs-ao-granting-hazard-pay-to-govt-workers/  
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