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R ECHAMPIONS
The 35th National Disaster Resilience
Month Culminating Activity is capped
with the giving out of Dangal Bantayog
ng Katatagan Champion awards to (third
from left): Department of Science and
Technology Seaetary Renato Solidum
Jr., Center for Disaster Preparedness
President Zenaida Delica-Willison,
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources Seaetary Maria
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga,and SMPrime
Holdings Inc.Chairman ofthe Executive
Committee Hans Sy.They are joined by
from left: Officeof Ovil Defense (0(0)
Assistant Seaetary RaffyAlejandro IV,
O(DUnderseaetary ArielNepomuceno,
Department ofNationall)efense (DND)
Senior Underseaetary lrineo Espino, and
DNDAssistant Seaetary Joselito Ramos at
the Philippine International Convention
Center. Inset photo shows Hans Sy
(middle), the first-ever awardee from the
private sector, who was recognized for his
outstanding leadership and unwavering
support to the effective delivery of core
Disaster RiskReduction and Management
mandates that served as both bridge and
catalyst for all sta~eholders. SM SUPERMAllS
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DISASTERRESILIENCECHAMPS - The 'Dangal Bantayog ng Katatagan' champions were recognized at the 35th Nation
Disaster Resilience Month Culminating Activity awards at the Philppine International Convention Center in Pasay City on
Monday, July 31,2023. The awardees are (from third, left) Science and Technology Secretary Renato Solidum, Jr., Center
for Disaster Preparedness President Zenaida Delica-Willison, Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Maria Antonia
Vulo-Loyzaga, and S,", Prime Holdings, Inc. Chairman of the Executive Committee Hans Sy. Others in the photo are, from left,
Office of Civil Defense (oCD) Assistant secretary Ratty Alejandro IV, OCDUndersecretary Ariel Nepomuceno, Departmen
of National Defense (DND) Senior Undersecretary Irineo Espino, and DNDAssistant Secretary Joselito Ramos. Inset shows
Sy as the first-ever awardee from the private sector.
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Manila Bay reclamation must
consider the 'Big.One' - DENR
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By RAYMUND ANTONIO
and JOSEPH PEDRAJAS

chief underscored the need «to
do the cost benefit analysis in
terms of the impact to the ecol-
ogy and the longer- term impact
in terms of possibly what could
result from climate change. J)

"For example: sea level 'rise
needs to be considered, the

. different possible geological
events that could actually ••••.5
take place-as you know, ~

Reclamation projects at
Manila Bay should consid-
er the possibility of a major
earthquake, described as the
((Big One, J) the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) said on
Wednesday, Aug. 2.

In a Palace press briefing,
Environment Secretary Antonia
Yulo Loyzaga said the Big One
is among the geological events
needed to be considered when
dealing with the current recla-
mation projects at Manila Bay.

While there would be a cu-
mulative impact assessment
composed of Filipino scientists
and foreign experts, the DENR
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Manila Bay reclamation
must consider the
'Big One' - DENR , .....
there has been a lot of talk about the
BigOne," she explained.

The official furthered that any
reclamation project without taking
into consideration the rising sea lev-
els could also derail the "Oplan Yakal
Plus," the Metro Manila Earthquake
Contingency Plan that illustrates and
defines the roles of each government
agency in case of the Big One hitting
the country's capital.

"All of these need to be taken into
consideration in terms of scenarios
for reclamation as well as the sub-
sidence that is ongoing because of
the extraction of groundwater from
the coastal areas of Manila Bay,"
Loyzaga said.

Currently, the DENRis assembling
the team that will do the cumulative
impact assessment to determine the.
impact of the Manila Bay rehabilita-
tion projects on ecology.

She also shared that the agency
had already asked allegedly non-
compliant companies engaged in the
reclamation projects to submit the
necessary documents.

The official explained there could
be "challenges" to this because the
permits given during the previous
administration came with condi-
tions that have to be reconciled with
conditions required by different gov-
ernment agencies for the issuance of
a certificate of no objection.

"So, while on the surface, there
may have been processes wherein
no objection from certain agencies
was elicited, we are now looking
into actually the compliance of the
conditionalities that were imposed
in order for those certifications of
no objection to actually be valid, I) .

Loyzaga added.
At least 5,000 hectares of Manila

Bay will be needed for the 13 rec-
lamation projects that have been
approved.

US embassy worried over
Manila Bay reclamation
Her comments came amid con-

cerns raised by the US embassy in
Manila about the ecological impact
of the rehabilitation project.

The US embassy also expressed

concern over the reclamation ac-
tivities in Manila Bay as the projects
may have ties to a Chinese com-
munications company reported to
have helped in the militarization of
artificial islands in the South China
Sea and cited to be allegedly engaged
in fraudulent activities.

Kanishka Gangopadhyay, the
embassy's spokesman, issued the
statement on Wednesday, Aug. 2, as
they continuously engage with the
Philippine government regarding the
ongoing reclamation projects, with
some of them being conducted just
near the vicinity of their headquar-
ters in Manila.

Gangopadhyay said the embassy
is concerned that the reclamation
projects may be connected to the
Chinese company "which has been
added to the US Department of
Commerce's Entity List for its role
in helping the Chinese military con-
struct and militarize artificial islands
in the South China Sea."

The militarization of artificial is-
lands in the South China Sea is illegal
as China has no legal rights based on
international law over the waters.

"The company has also been cited
by the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank for engaging
in fraudulent business practices,"
Gangopadhyay added.

The Chinese Embassy in Manila
still has no response on the US
Embassy's pronouncement as of
press time.

The embassy's spokesman raised
concern on the long-term effect of
the projects, particularly on the en-
vironment and commerce.

"We have expressed concerns
about the potential negative long-
term and irreversible impacts to
the environment, the resilience to
natural hazards ofManila and nearby
areas, and to commerce," he said.

Gangopadhyay said the embassy
would continue "to support high
quality, sustainable, and transparent
investments to benefit the Filipino
people."

It would also "continue to engage
with the appropriate authorities on
this matter," he added.
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DENR: Consider'Big One' earthquake,
tsunamis in Manila Bay reclamation
By Charles Dantes

THE Department of Environment and
Natural Resources on Wednesday un-
derscored the need to consider the pos-
sibility of a major earthquake or th~ s?-
called "Big One" as well as tsunamis In

the reclamation projects in Manila Bay.
In a press briefing in Mala~aiiang,

Environment Secretary Antoma Yulo
Loyzaga said there is a need to observe
ecological changes during the reclama- .
tion projects.

NextpDge

DE R:...
FromAl

West Valley Fault," Loyzaga said.
Local seismology experts have been

warning the country for the longest
time of a possible major earthquake or
the "Big One" along the West Valley
Fault that could cause massive damages
and casualties in Metro Manila.

Loyzaga said the rising sea level and
various geological changes should be
monitored when it comes to the said
reclamation projects.

"There is what we call the Manila
Trench that is located in Manila Bay.
That is the geological event we are look-
ing at in terms of the generation of a po-
tential tsunami," she said. .

She said the DENR is also assessing
the cumulative impact of the reclama-
tion projects.

The US Embassy said they are n-
cemed that the projects have ies tJ e
China Communications Const, ction Co.
(CCCC) "which has been adde to the US
Department of Commerce's Entity List
for its role in helping the Chinese mil
construct and militarize artificial isl•••ds
in the South China Sea."

US Embassy spokesperso Kanis ka
Gangopadhyay said the company "has
also been cited by the Worl Bank d
the Asian Development Ban' or eno g_
ing in fraudulent business pr ••ctices,"

"We continue to support gh-quali-
ty, sustainable, and transpa..ent invest-
ments to benefit the Filipino ople and
will continue to engage with e appro-
priate authorities on this matt ," the US
official said.

The United States Embassy in Manila
earlier raised concerns over the possible:
environmental impact and the "ties" of
a Chinese firm to the ongoing Manila
Bay reclamation projects.

However, Loyzaga acknowledged the
reclamation projects would be crucial in
reviving the country's economy.

The reclamation projects were ap-
proved during the term of former Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte.

"On the geological hazards: So far
what we see In terms of the studies I
have looked at for reclamation projects
is the reference on the 7.2 movement sa
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CHinese reclamation i
Manila Bayw rries U

S diplomats have raised security
and environmental concerns with
the Philippines over the involve-

ment of a. Chinese company in a land
reclamation project in Manila Bay, a US
embassy spokesman said Wednesday. '
A subsidiary of China Cornmu- with the Philippines, including

nications Construction Co, which the project's "potential negative
was blacklisted by Washington long-term and irreversible impacts
in 2020, has been contracted to to the environment." "Weare also
reclaim 318 hectares (786 acres) concerned that the projects have
in waters fronting the US embassy ties to the China Communications
and Philippine Navy headquar - Construction Co., which has been
ters, the Philippine Reclamation added to the us Department of
Authority said. Commerce's Entity List for its role
US embassy spokesman Kan- in helping the Chinese military

ishka Gangopadhyay said the construct and militarize artificial
American diplomatic mission islands in the South China Sea,"
had expressed several concerns he said in a statement.

China claims almost the en-
tire South China Sea and has
reinforced its stance by ripping
up thousands of hectares of reef
to create new land for artificial
islands in the Spratly archipelago.
Environmental groups have

longwamed that land reclamation
in Manila Baywill worsen flooding
in the sprawling metropolis of 13
million people.
The P34.4 billion, four-year

project is a joint venture between
the Manila City government and
Waterfront Manila Premier De-
velopment, said Joseph Literal,
assistant general manager at the
reclamation authority.
The Chinese subsidiary was

contracted by the joint venture to
carry out the work, he said.
The government permit requires

the contractor to provide a 200-me-
ter (219-yard) accesschannel for the
Philippine Navy,he added.
Waterfront company representa-

tives could not. be reached, while
the Chinese embassy in Manila did
not comment when asked.
Philippine Environment Sec-

retary Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga on
Wednesday said other parties had
also raised "concerns" about the
project and the ministry" ·11be
conducting a cumulative impact
assessment of the rec amation
projects" on the 1.700 square-
kilometer (656-square-mile) bay.
In 2020, the government of then

president Rodrigo Duterte said it
would not follow the US lead in
blacklisting Chinese companies
involved in island-building in
disputed waters. AFP
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House clears bills for
transition from coal
for energy, Pencas

By JOVEE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ

'# @joveemarie

THEHouse of Representatives
on Wednesday endorsed for
Senate approval two of the

Marcos administration's priority
bills allowing a shift of the coun-
try's power generation from the use
of coal to the utilization of natural
gas and establishing the Philippine
Ecosystem and Natural CapitalAc- .
counting System (Pencas).

This was after lawmakers ap-
proved on third and final reading
House Bill (HB) 8456, or the Phil-
ippine Downstream Natural Gas
Industry Development Act, and
House Bill (HB) 8443 to establish
the Pencas.

HB 8456, which was approved
by 215 and opposed by three law-
makers, seeks to promote the role
of natural gas as a safe, environ-
ment-friendly, efficient, and cost-
effective source of energy.

"It's high time that we enforce,
implement, and use clean energy
to mitigate the effects of climate
change. We have to start now to
veer away from the conventional
but hazardous method of generat-
ing power, for the benefit of our
future generation," Speaker Ferdi-
nand Martin Romualdez said.

The bill also provides regulatory
policies and promotes the conver-
sion of existing equipment and
facilities from using fossil fuels to
natural gas.

HB8456 will compel the Depart-
ment of Energy to supervise and
monitor the development of the
PDNGI as well as the regulation of
the construction and operation of
natural gas pipelines and related
facilities for the transmission, dis-
tribution, and supply ofnatural gas.

The authors of the bill said en-
vironmental risks or health haz-
ards, or emissions from coal use
as a result of combustion, include
a substantial contribution to acid
rain, smog, and haze that result
in respiratory illnesses and lung
disease among you~gsters and old
alike.
, They added that about 65 per-
cent of the country's power needs
are derived from coal use, which is.
why several lawmakers have been
pushing for the approval of such
a bill to accelerate investments,
where domestic incentives can en-
tice foreign investors, or LNGplay-
ers, to come in.

House Committee on Ways and
Means Chairman Joey Sarte Sal-
ceda said the tax provision of the
bill seeks to accelerate investments
shifting the country's power supply
away from coal generation.

Salceda, a principal author of
the measure, said he wrote the
tax provisions and key economic
portions of the bill, including tax
incentives to encourage immedi-
ate infrastructure investments in
the liquefied natural gas (LNG)
sector.

"This will expedite the shift
away from coal. Right now, we
rely on coal for 65 percent of our
electricity needs. It's cheap and
base-loadable. Renewable energy is
slowly getting there. But we need
emissions reduction now. LNG is
that transitional fuel that reduces
emissions while providing basel-
oad power," Salceda said.

Salceda added that "because we
have proven reserves ofNatural Gas
in the West Philippine Sea,LNGalso
has the potential to bring us more
energy independence."

CONTINUBD ON A5
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House clears bills
Continued from A14

Under this proposal, Salceda said
the sale of LNG and the local purchases
of the sector are VAT-zero-rated, akin to
the VAT privileges of the local renew-
able energy sector.

Salceda said that, "until 2038, when
coal shall have been displaced sig-
nificantly, LNG is a carbon avoidance
scheme. It produces less than half the
emissions of coal power."

Expenses for converting a power
plant from coal to LNGare also chargeable
as a capital expenditure and are therefore
subject to a 150percent deduction pursu-
ant to the CREATE Law,added Sakeda

"The conversion incentive will be cru-
cial for plants like flijan, which aim to con-
vert from coal to LNG,That hasthe highest
potential to make more coal plants shift to
more emissions-friendly LNG,"he said.

Salceda also pushed for a longer
income tax holiday for LNG projects by
pushing for their inclusion under Tier III
of the CREATELaw,

Salceda also introduced a provision

our natural capital, and with this pro-
posed legislation, we hope to provide
tools and measures that can contribute
to the protection, conservation, and
restoration of ecosystems," Speaker Ro-
mualdez said.

"This bill also intends to provide a
framework in the generation of natural
capital statistics and accounts toward
their progressive integration in mac-
roeconomic indicators. That is why the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA),the
Interagency Committee on Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Statistics
(IACENRS),the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR),
and the National Economic and Devel-
opment Authority (NEDA) shall work
hand-in-hand in the implementation of
the measure," Romualdez added.

Under HB 8443, the PSA will have
overall responsibility for institutionaliz-
ing and implementing Pencas following
the System of Environmental and Eco-
nomic Accounting (SEEA)framework.

This refers to a framework that in-
tegrates both economic and environ-

that allows investors to avail themselves
of the special incentives as long as they
register within the next fouryears.

According to the lawmaker, LNG as a
source of power generates as much as 50
percent lesscarbon dioxide than coal.

mental data to pea more compre-
hensive and multipurpose view of the
interrelationships among the economy,
the environment, and ecosystems, as
well as the stocks and changes in stocks
of natural assets as they bring benefits
to humanity.

Section 9 of the bill also provides
participatory mechanisms and citizen
remedies wherein any citizen will have
the right to
information on any account generated
under the measure, to have the stand-
ing to compel the performance of any of
the mandates under the proposed law,
and to seek justification from any gov-
ernment agency that may have ignored
or neglected Pencas data in their policy
or decision-making,

The bill also requires Neda approval
before commencing any development
projects involving Pencas, which are
proposed to be undertaken by the na-
tional government, national govern-
ment agencies, government-owned
and controlled corporations, lGUs, and
private investors.
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DENR bares ECC guidelines for proposed
floating solar' projects in Laguna de Bay

scopingis also required to work with the
DENR, Department of Energy (DOE),
andotherrelevantgovernmentagencies
to identify the parameters for the EIA
as part of the scoping process.

Before actual development or con-
struction, proponents are required to
conduct a climate risk assessment to
determine the impact of climatic condi-
tions on the construction, foundation,
system design, and layout and reliability
of the FPV projects.

The proponents are also required to
assess the carrying capacities of iden-
tified water bodies, particularly rivers,
inland lakes, and reservoirs in relation
to other exrstingwateruses to consider
climate change risks and impacts.

During the construction stage,
which includes the site preparation,
delivery, and installation of the float-
ers, PV panels, inverters transformers,
electrical cables, and other equipment,
anchoring and mooring interconnec-
tion to substation and grief, testing and
commissioning would have to be con-
ducted to ensure th •.t the project is op-
erationalandatparwithenvironmental
safeguards and safety standards.

Moreover, the order maintains that
occupational health andsafetyhuards
during the development Or construc-
tion stage should include physical haz-
ards from the use of heavy equipment,
cranes, hazardous materials, 'dust and
noise, falling object!, live power line~,
and electric and magnetic fields.

Meanwhile, during the operation
and maintenance phase of the project,
the proponents are required to regular,
preventive, corrective. and predictive
maintenance and repair of the plant to
ensure its SOofeand efficient operation.

Even after the plant is set for de-
commissioning. the order strictly re-
quires the removal of di. facility and
the process involves the restoration of
the site to its original state as much
as possible, and managing any waste
and debris generated during the de-
commissioning is a must.

By JONATHAN L MAYUGA

'I@}onlmayuga

PROPONENTS of floating photo-
.voltaic (FPV) projects targeting
Laguna de Bay would go through

the proverbial eye of the needle to get-
their applications for environmental
compliance certificates (EeC) approved.

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)Administra-
tive Order No. 2023-08signed by Sec-
retary MariaAntonia Yule- Loyzaga on
July 17"outlined the environmental
and social considerations on every
phase of development of FPV projects,
from the pre-construction stage, de-
relopment or construction stage, op-
eration and maintenance stage, up to
the decommissioning stage.

FPV plants or "floating solar" is
(elatively new in the ~hilippines. In
ranuary, the DENR chief issued an
order halting the acceptance and pro-
cessing of Eee applications for FPVs
and offshore wind power projects,

oting that some regional offices of
he DENR started aecepting and pro-

cessing, o~ even issuing Eees.
Incrafting the guidelines, the DENR

sought the help of the Asian Develop- •
ent Bank (ADB) to come up with mea-

ures to ensure that "FPV development
1dheres to the highest environmental

stainability standards."
To ensure a holistic approach to

environmental manag@fMfit, a pro-
grammatic environmental impact as-
sbssment shall be conducted for FPV
Jrojects in Laguna de Bay.

The Laguna Lake Development
Authority (LLDAl has been mandated
a~ the proponent of the provision and
shall secure the programmatic Eee for
its initial pre-determined areas for the
Proposed projects.

The environmental impact state-
ment, meanwhile, should have a thor-
ough discussion on a number of envi-
ronmental impacts of the projects, in-
cluding cumulative impact assessment

of the projects within the lake for the
existing and proposed projects, analy-
sis of the carrying capacity of the lake,
ecosystem accounting and cost-benefit
analysis, potential effect on habitats
and species due to vegetation clearing
for assembly andlaydown areas; poten-
tial change in water quality, potential
leaching of chemicals from the struc-
ture component of the FPV systems,
oecurrence of accidental oil, lubricant,
and chemical spills during construction,
operations and maintenance phase, and
risk to freshwater ecology and aquatic
life due to shading and breeding ground
for mosquitoes.

Only the Secretary or the Director
of the DENR's Bnvircnmental Manage-
ment Bureau (EMB) has the authority
to approve Eee applications subject to
the carrying capacity of the lake.

The guidelines, specifically crafted
f~r floating solar projects for Laguna
de Bay, as part of the "Declaration of
Policy" highlights the crucial role of
renewable energy sources, particularly
FPV plants, in achieving a sustainable
future and addressing the challenges
brought about by climate change In ac-
cordancewith the ParisAgreementand
Sustainable Development Goals of the
United Nations.

"FPV plants promote sustainable
economic growth, while reducing the
environmental impact of energy pro-
duction. These plants contribute to
both the 'green and blue economies by
harnessing the benefits of solar energy
in a way that is environmentally sua-
tainable, while also c~eating economic
opportunities," the order said.

To ensure the sustainable develop-
ment ofFPVsandmitigate the environ-
mental risks in the implementation of
the project inLaguna de Bay, the order-
highlighted the importance of estab-
lishing a comprehensive Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment (EIA) regulatory
framework that inccrpcrates careful
planning and management. .

The order further stated that the

pre-construction stage involves the
identification of a suitable location
within the Laguna de Bay for the FPV
project, an assessment of the entire
area, ana the conduct of a feasibility
study to determine if the proposed site
is suitable for the installation of FPV.

The order also requires a baseline
study and stakeholder analysis to es-
tablish the existing environmental,
social, and economic conditions. includ-
ing land and water use, flora and fauna,
and livelihoods ofthe communities that
may be affected.

"The main environmental consid-
erations are water quality and aquatic
supported biodiversity. The factors af-
fecting the same are the location, sea-
sonality, size of the water body, percent-
age covered, and materials used as part
of the installation," the order stated.

Moreover, the potential increased
sedimentation due to reduced flow in
.the area, surface heating, degradation
of littoral zone plant growth as a result
of reduced sunlight, impact on benthic
habitat due to submerged electrical ca-
ble andlor installation of mooring sys-
tems, and positioning of array systems
vis-a-vis flow patterns must b. consid-
ered in the project planning.,

Meanwhile, key social consider-
ations include the potential impact on
the livelihood and economic activities
of users of the aquatic environment.

The proponents must ~I~Q'Qmicier
the availability of the areas for recre-
ation, increase in visual clutter, and
proximity to an identified navigattonal
lane and or access lane for public areas
to productive fishing areas.

In the conduct of the public scoping
as part of the Environmental Impact
Assessment process, where inform ••- ..
tion and project impact assessment re-
quirements are established to provide
the proponent with the scope of work
or the terms of reference of the report,
must be submitted to the Envi;onmep-
tal Management Bureau (BMB).

The proponent during the public
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Reviving the
Pasig River, again

he latest publicity photos of South Korean actor
Kim Seon-ho showing him in front of his Bench
billboards near the Guadalupe bridge in Makati
City went viral on the internet recently-but
not exactly because of Iiis good looks and win-
some smile,

Stealing the scene from the charming celeb-
rity were the murky, greenish waters of the Pa-
sig River in the background, Netizens were quick
to poke fun at Kim, whom they praised for en-

during the foul smell and the nasty sight of detritus floating
on the river that had been declared "biologically dead" in
the 1990S, for being incapable of sustaining marine life.

There is nothing funny, however, about the sony state
of the Pasig River that had deteriorated over the years due to
the lack of sustained and serious efforts by the government
to rehabilitate it and elevate its status from a Class C river.

It is thus with cautious optimism that the public wel-
comed President Marcos' Executive Order No. 35 consti-
tuting the Inter-Agency Council for the Pasig River Urban
Development to be headed by the Department of Human
Settlements and Urban Development, and co-chaired by the
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority. The council is
composed of 15 government agencies to "synchronize and
strengthen interagency efforts to accelerate the implemen-
tation of policies, programs, and projects that aim to improve
the water quality, restore marine life, and develop the banks
of Pasig River, its tributaries, and surrounding communities."

The executive order issued on July 25 acknowledged
the 27-kilometer river's "immense historical and cultural
significance, as a vital waterway, which facilitates trade,
transportation, and communication, and serves as a prom-
inent landmark and tourist attraction," Thus, the "urgent
need" to rehabilitate it and "enhance the quality of life"
along its banks, the executive order stated. A tall order, to
say the least, given the numerous failed attempts by pre-
vious administrations to similarly clean up the Pasig River
often denigrated as Metro Manila's toilet bowl.

The dismal record says it all. As early as 1973, the first
Marcos administration formed the Pasig River Development
Council to implement the Pasig River Development Program
that eventually failed because of lack of follow through. In
1~89, the Co~ Aquino administration spearheaded the Pasig
River Rehabilitation Program aimed at bringing back "eco-
logical healt:h" to the river system. This was followed in 1999
by the creation of the Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission
by then President Joseph "Erap" Estrada. It achieved some
success in 2018 when the Pasig River was awarded the inau-
gural Asia Riverprize by the International River Foundation
for its efforts to breathe new life into the river by bringing
decent h~us~g to so~e 18,000 people, and transforming this
commurnty mto environmentally responsible citizens.

Former president Rodrigo Duterte failed to uuild on
that success and instead took a U-turn when he abolish d
the commission in 2019, dismissing the river as . rncl '1-

able." All ongoing projects were then transferred to ie
Manila Bay Task Force.

In April 2021, the Pasig River was given the Ignobi-
tle of being the most polluted body of water and lea g
source of plastic wastes dumped into the ocean, accor g
to a study of rivers worldwide published in SCIence A -
vances, a journal of the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science .

.That stu~y noted that of the 20 countries tagged as
major contnbutors of plastic wastes now floating ir t e
world's oceans, the Philippines was number Ole. 0 t e
~,656 rivers found to contribute harmful plas ic We .es
mto the oceans, Pasig River led the pack.

Despite such massive scale of problems houndin a-
sig River, the only project of note from the govern nt
was the launch in December 2019 of the Pasig river f
but even that has failed to attract a critical ma s bee se
the service was intermittent, and people had to co d
with the offensive odor from the river.

The only massive effort to clean up the river ames .m
San Miguel Corp. which embarked on a Pz-billioi asi v-
er cleanup program in 2021. Since then, the cor :lomente
has already removed 1.3million tons of silt and s lid w te,
and hopes to complete by next month its target a reme ng
1·5million tons of wastes from the polluted waterway.
. ~s to how the Marcos administration would help and
If this latest effort would succeed where its pr edece rs
had failed, remains to be seen. But it must not lose I eart
~d instead learn from lessons from the past. In feed, re
ISno shortage of stu~ies and master plans to sh wex tly
how to clean up the nver. What had been missi ~ove he
past 50 years are the political will and resource. to trans-
late t~ese well-thought-out plans into meaningf 11 ac on,
. WIth ~r. Marcos enjoying popular support and with

his seemmg commitment to make a difference in a-
. sig River w.i~h the latest interagency body, p rhaps t is'
all-too-familiar .tale of upgrading the river wt ere pea le
used to bathe WIll finally have a different ending.
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NCR mayors eye
rain catchment
system-Zamora
By Joel E. Zurbano

METRO Manila" mayors have pro-
posed the installation of a rain catch-
ment system in anticipation of pos-
sible water shortages in the National
Capital Region.

Members of the Metro Manila
Council (MMC) made the proposal
Wednesday after its meeting with the
Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority. "

According to MMC president and
San Juan City Mayor Francis Zamo-
ra, the structures may be built at city
and village halls and public schools,
among others.

"The rainwater caught by our roofs '
and gutters will flow to drums so we
can store and use them," he said.

He added the MMDA can provide
tanks for the catchment system.

MMDA acting chairman Romando
Artes said his agency researched about
"modular rain catchment systems.

In July, the government floated an
idea to regulate water usage in Met-
ro Manila.

Zamora said local chief executives
have the autonomy to decide on the
matter, saying not all cities in Metro
Manila have establishments that need
large amounts of water.

The issue of water usage regulation
surfaced following the appeal of et-
ropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS) to business estab-
lishments and those consuming mas-
sive volumes of water tovconserve and
limit their usage.
_State weather bureau officials said

earlieraCleast 30-provinces -may .ex-,
perience a dry spell while at least two
provinces may suffer from drought
due to the EINino phenomenon.

PAGASA climate monitoring chief
Ana Solis said the possibility of El"
Nifio is high.

\She said rainfall is expected to de-
crease nextmonthandmay drop further
from October to December this year.

Zamora urged fellow local offi-
cials to "conserve and recycle water
as much as possible, and implement
a rainwater catchment system to col-
lect rainwater that could be used for
other purposes."
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LAHAR PATH Villages in areas identified as high-risk for lahar
from Mayon Volcano are advised to be ready especially during the
typhoon season as heavy and continuous rains may generate lahar
flows along major channels. This image of Mayon was taken from
Barangay Mabinit in Legazpi City on July 21. -MARKALVIC ESPLANA

HEAVY RAINS CAUSE 'OAI GAPS'
IN MAYON OBSERVATORY

ByMa. April Mier-Manjares
@MaAprilMierINQ

LEGAZPI CITY-Heavy rains
that affected Albay province in
the past few days caused equip-
ment to discharge, leading to
possible "data gaps," or inaccu-
rate record of volcanic activity
on Mayon Volcano.

Paul Karson Alanis, resident
volcanologist of Philippine In-
stitute of Volcanology and Seis-
mology (Phivolcs) Legazpi, said
in a private message Wednesday
that from July 26 to July 30, the
detection of pyroclastic density
currents (PDCs, or fast-moving
mixture of ash, gases and vol-
canic debris) and rockfall had
been affected by the powering
down of the solar-powered An-
oling, Camalig Observation Sta-
tion (VMAN) as it has not been
recharged for days.

The VMAN is inside the
6-kilometer-radius permanent
danger zone (PDZ) and the clos-
est station to the Mi-isi and
Bonga gullies of the volcano.

"It was not damaged, likely
~ the battery became empty due

to constant rains lately," Alanis
said on Wednesday.

He said it was possible that
their instruments missed re-
cording some volcanic events
due to this problem.

In the Phivolcs bulletins
issued from July 27 to July 30,
only the low frequency volcanic
earthquakes (LFVQs) and rock-
fall events were monitored.

When the instrument became
fully functional again on July 31,
Phivoks recorded phases of in-
termittent ashing with 100-meter
gray ash plumes at the north-

east portion of the volcano.
Its Aug. 1 bulletin showed

that 258 volcanic earthquakes,
including one tremor event with
a duration of a minute and 30
seconds; 256 LFVQs; 57 ashing
events; and 100 rockfall events
were recorded by the Mayan
Volcano.Network,

Phivolcs, in its Aug. 2 bul-
letin, said 57 LFVQs, five PDCs,
225 rockfall events and four
ashing events were recorded.

Ashfall, lahar alerts
Phivolcs said that with the

prevailing wind pattern, ashfall
may most likely occur on the
south side of the volcano, fac-
ing Legazpi City, and towns. of
Daraga and CamaIig.

Tim Lawrence Florece, in-
formation officer of Camalig
town, said no ashfall was noted
in the town I;JUtresidents near
the slopes and river channels
had to be on alert for possible
lahar flow during heavy rains.

"The disaster management
officials conducted lahar pre-
paredness information drive in
the high-risk villages," Florece
said on Wed.nesday.

All residents inside the dan-
ger zone of the volcano were al-
ready evacuated in the said town.

As of Tuesday, 5,813 families
(20,331people) were still in evac-
uation sites in the cities of Ligao,
and Tabaco, and the towns of
Daraga, Camalig, Guinobatan,
Malilipot and Sto. Domingo.

Alert level 3 still prevails
over Mayon Volcano, which in-
dicates the possibility of a haz-
ardous eruption within weeks
or even days. The alert has been
up since June 8. INQ .
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Conservation advocates hit Mati City LGU
order to shut down marine turtle hatchery

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

"@joltlHl41ligtl

"We've been operating our batch-
eryfcrmorethantwcdecadesncwtc
protectandconserveocrmmnebabi-
tat and their nestinggroond," Nkolai
Bacalso, board memberof Amihan sa
Dahiean, told the BuslNessMIRROR
in a telephone interview.

He said theyworetold to transfer
their hatchery to another location,
but were surprised when the Office
of the Mayorsentroen todismantle
their facility despite their stil! op-
position to the proposal.

"We have' conducted three roe-
diation meetings and every time,
we registered our opposition to
the plan to transfer our hatchery
because it i, a well known fact
that marine turtles return to the
place where they were hatched to
lay their eggs." he explained in a
mix of Filipino and English.

Dahican Beach is a 7-kilometer
stretch of whit. sand facing tbe
Pacific Ocean. This Boracay-like

ENVIRONMENTAL advocates
belonging to the Amihan sa
Dahican Balud sa Paglaum Inc.,

a nongovernment organization that
operates a marine turtle hatchery in
the Dahican beach in Mati, Davao
Oriental slammed the decision of the
local government to dismantle their
facility reportedly to commercialize
and take over the ecotourism
business for the community,

beach is slowly gaining popularity
among local tourists because of
its white sand beach. It is known
for watersports activities, which
provide jobs and livelihood to the
community, including funding for
the operation of Amihan Dahican's
marine turtle hatchery.

The beach is also a known nest-
ing ground for marine turtles. At
least thr.e of the fw.known marin.
turtles nest in the Dabican beach.
which the group secures in their
hatchery to protect the eggs from
various threats and see to it that
they hatch and the hatchlings are
released safely back into the wild.

In 2021, AlI1ihan s. Dahiean
claimed that over 100,000 hatch-
lings were released by the group in
the last three years. In a span of 20
years of its operation, Bacalso said
the number could reach 600,000
hatchlings or more.

Bacalso is appealing to the

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) to save
theirhattheryfrom bustnesstnter-
ests, adding that. certain family is
pushingtoccmmerdaliaethebeacb
operation and wants theirgroup out'
of the picture for profit.

It was learned th.t on Monday,
armed with an order from the Of-
lie. of the Mayor of Mati City, the

. local government of Mati had sent
men to start tilt dismantling of the
hatchery, even when there are still
no clear plans for "location,

The order dated July 17, 2023,
was signed by Alan B.Andrada, City
Administutor of Mati on behalf of
th,mayororderingthedisll1antling
of the hatch.ry.

Iheorderstated that the operator
of the marine turtle hatchery has no
permi! or documents that warrant
theirdernand •• the main facilitator
of marine conservation in the area.

Th. letter addressed tQ PCQIQ

G. Pia •• , Amihan sa Dahican
president, a copy of which was
obtained by the BUSINussMIRROR,
stated that I notice to terminate
the hatchery operation was issued
to the group on March 27. 2023.

"Be informed that the property
leading to your hatchery shall be
use4as public access, docking areas
for fisherfolk to unmdind market
their produce and for seasonal
activities like watersports and the
lih.: the order stated,

"Anenthereto,youareadvisedto
removeordism.ntlethehatchery ...
or this City LGU will take further ac-
tion if your groupwiU again, choose
tooverlookthismemor.tndu,mtthe
order further warned.

'k; a warning, your organiza-
tion's continued, controversial, and
defaming c1aill15 aga.nst the city
government will be .met] legally
in i proper forum and venue;' the
arlltl further SIlt@d.
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By Julie M.Aurelio
andAnaRoa .
@Team_lnquirer

The Office of the President
(OP) is seeking P4.56 billion in
confidential and intelligence
funds for 2024-almost half
of the PIO.14 billion in secret
appropriations tucked into the
proposed national budget sub-
mitted by economic managers
to Congress on Wednesday.

Once approved, the confi-
dential and intelligence funds
r~l!ui!sted by President Mar-
cos' office will have been un-
changed from this year's allo-
cation and Slightly higher than
in the last three years of the
Duterte administration.

The Office of the Vice Pres-
ident (OVP). on the other hand,
is asking for another Psoo mil-
lion in confidential funds on top
of the PI50 million in confiden-
tial funds sought by the Depart-
ment of Education (DepEd).

The two offices under Vice
President and Education Secre-
tary Sara Duterte received the.
same allocations this year.

The 2024 National Expendi-
ture Plan (NBP), or the budget
document prepared and sub-
mitted by the executive to the
House of Representatives and
the Senate for approval, ear-
marked P4.86 billion for .con-
fidential expenses and PS.28
billion for intelligence ex-
penses, representing less than
0.02 percent of the proposed
PS,77-trillion national budget.

Next year's proposed confi-
dential and intelligence funds
are higher by about Przo mil-
lion than th~ Pto.oz-billlon al-
location for 2023.

Besides the OP, other agen-
cies. with the largest requests
for secret funds were the De-
partment of National Defense
with a combined P2.68 billion
in confidential and intelligence
expenses, the Department of
the Interior and Local Govern-
ment with P906.62 million, and
the Department of [usrice with
P471.29million.

Corruption source
Confidential and Intelligence

funds are earmarked for surveil-
lance-related activities of civil-
ian government agencies. But
the grant of such funds has been
widely criticized as a source of
corruption because the appro-
priations, by their nature, are
not subject to the usual audit by
the Commission on Audit"

State auditors have noted
that these secret funds are dif-
ficult to examine since they are
generally used for surveillance
and intelligence-gathering ac-
tivities related to national secu-
rity and peace and order.

The release of intelligence
funds is subject to the Presi-
dent's approval. Agencies using
these funds are required to sub-
mit a quarterly accomplishment
report on the use of the funds.

Confidential funds, on the
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2023 2024 (PROPOSED)

Department INTELLIGENCE CONrIDE~TIAL INTELLIGENCECONFIDENTIAL,

Office of the PresIdent: 2.318 2.2S8 2.318 2.2S8 .
Office of the Vice President SOOM SOOM

Department of ASJrlcult:ur~ SOM

Department of Educ;otlon 150M 150M
Dep;ortment of Environment 13.96M 13.9SMand Natural R.sourc ••

Department of Finance 80.SM 111M

Department of Foreign Affairs 4SM SOM

Department of Information
300Mand Communications Technology

Department of the Interior 806.02M 100.6M 806.02M 100.6M.nd Local Government

Departm.n~ 9t Ju'tl~. 721.88M A71.29ty1

Departm.nt of National Def.n •• 1.758 87M 1.818 87M

Department of $Q~lal Welfare IBM 1SM Iand Development

Department of Transportation 10M '5.59M 10M 5.6MI

Other Executive Office. 340.2M 790M 340.2M 695M

Commission of Audit 10M 10M I
Offlc. 9f the Ombudsman 31M 51.468M

Commission of Human Rights 1M 1M

~ [ '~'ci ClaD .. t, . ;1:ElZ\l'~~ : .. :- :to·

SOURCE:OBM

BUDGET OF PRIORITY
SECTORS IN BILLION PESOS

2024
2022(PROPOSED)

Education (Deped, sues, CHEd, 942.7 89S.2Tesda)

Department of Public Works 822.2 894.2and Highways

Heath (DOH, PhilHealth) 306.1 314.7

Department of the Interior. nd 259.5 253.2Local Government

Department of National D-'fense 232.2 203.4

Department of Social Welfare 209.9 199.5
and Development

Oep3rtment of Transportation 214.3 106

Agriculture (DA and attached 1S1.4 173.6corporations, DAR)

Judiciary 57.S 54.9

Department of Labor 40.5 47.1and Employment

SOURCE: DBM ml!JGRAPHICS

I

other hand, are released upon
approval by the secretary of
the department concerned.
The agency is also required to
submit a quarterly report on
the use of the funds.

Based on the NEP, the OP is
again eyeing the largest chunk
of secret funds next year-
P2.2S billion for confidential
exp<.:nses and P2.31 billion .for

intelligence expenses.
In the last half of Rodrigo

Duterte's government, the OP
received P2..2Sbillion each in in-
telligence and confidential funds
for a combined P4.5 billion.

The amount had ballooned
from the Psoo million in secret
funds given to the OP during Be-
nigno Aquino Ill's presidency.

As for the OYP and DepEd,

mIilc;tv,PHICS

this year was the first ~ime
both agencies received huge
confidential funds.

During the 2023 budget de-
liberations last year, the Senate
had cut down DepEd's share to
P30 million and realigned the
amount to other departments.

But the bicameral confer-
ence committee later rest9red
DepEd's confidential fundslde-
spite criticisms that they \'fere
unwarranted in an agenCY~hat
was not directly involve in
law enforcement and secur ty.

'Excess fat' \
At a press briefing, Buqge~

Secretary Amenah: Panga~da.
man assured the public !\hat
government agencies would
strictly follow guidelines for
the disbursement of confiden-
tial and intelligence funds.

Independent opposition
Rep. Edcel Lagman of Albay
stressed that Congress shopld
exercise its power of the purse
and "excise ariy budgetary fat,
whether overtly or covejtly
hidden in the NEP."

"I will pursue my advoca-
cy against the profligate allo-
cations for confidential and
intelligence funds in the Pres-
ident's 2024 NEP, the excess fat
of which must be excised and
reallocated to socioeconomic
services, particularly educa-
tion and health," he said Irl a
message to the Inquirer. INQ




