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DENR to review forest fire prevention measures

Man-made forest fire is usually an offshoot of kaingin or slash and burn farming,
smoking of honeycombs to gather honey, cigarette butts, and other forms of

activities that involve fire
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The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) recently directed its field
officers to review existing forest fire prevention measures due to increasing incidents of man-
made forest fires during the dry season.

According to DENR-Forest Management Bureau records, forest fire incidents went down to 429
in 2020 from 1,282 in 2019, attributed to lockdown measures due to the coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19) pandemic.

The agency also noted that it has partnered with the Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) to conduct
cluster trainings for DENR’s field personnel and implementers on the various aspects,
technicalities, and principles of forest fire.

The BFP-trained DENR field personnel conduct forest fire preparedness and response
trainings with DENR-engaged upland communities in its various programs, particularly those
covered by the Expanded National Greening Program (ENGP) within their areas of
responsibility.

“Forest fires are mostly fueled by human activities, making it imperative for us to recalibrate our
response readiness and forest fire prediction alertness to pre-pandemic levels, which calls for
tighter coordination with people’s organizations and family beneficiaries of the National
Greening Program,” DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna said.

“The field offices and communities are considered our front liners in combating forest fires. The
first line of defense against forest fire is to avoid starting a fire,” he added.

Man-made forest fire is usually an offshoot of kaingin or slash and burn farming, smoking of
honeycombs to gather honey, cigarette butts, and other forms of activities that involve fire.

In 2020, 389 of the 429 outbreaks occurred in plantation sites under the ENGP, covering 7,830
hectares valued at P119.3 million.

Forty outbreaks occurred in natural forests, or forestlands populated with naturally growing
indigenous trees, where some 1,278 hectares were affected with estimated damages of P4.27
million.


https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/by-elmer-navarro-manuel/
https://www.twitter.com/tribunephl_lmer
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In 2019, a total of 1,282 outbreaks were reported (1,205 in ENGP sites; 77 in natural forests),
affecting 24,091 hectares (22,3723 hectares in ENGP sites; 1,719 hectares in natural forests),
with a damage cost of P417.9 million (P396 million in ENGP sites; P22.2 million in natural

forests).

Source; https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/03/denr-to-review-forest-fire-prevention-
measures/?utm source=rss&utm medium=rss&utm campaign=denr-to-review-forest-fire-

prevention-measures
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DENR: Readiness for man-made forest fires
crucial

April 2,2022 Cory Martinez

EXISTING forest fire prevention measures must be reviewed as man-made forest fires
increase during the dry season.

This was the order issued by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna to the agency’s field officers as part of their continuous
efforts to beef up its partnership with the Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP).

“Forest fires are mostly fueled by human activities, making it imperative for us to recalibrate our
response readiness and forest fire prediction alertness to pre-pandemic levels, which calls for
tighter coordination with people’s organizations and family beneficiaries of the National
Greening Program,” Sampulna said.

The BFP has been conducting cluster training for DENR'’s field personnel and implementers on
the various aspects, technicalities, and principles of the forest fire.

The BFP-trained DENR field personnel conduct forest fire preparedness and response training
with DENR-engaged upland communities in its various programs, particularly those covered by
the Expanded National Greening Program (ENGP) within their respective areas of
responsibility.

“The field offices and communities are considered our frontliners in combating forest fires. The
first line of defense against forest fire is to avoid starting a fire,” Sampulna said.

Man-made forest fire is usually a result of “kaingin” or “slash-and-burn farming”, smoking of
honeycombs to gather honey, cigarette butts, and other forms of activities that involve fire.

As national case trends of COVID-19 continue to decline, Sampulna said the easing of
restrictions on movements of people in many parts of the country is also likely.

Based on the record of the DENR-Forest Management Bureau, forest fire incidents went down
to 429 in 2020 from 1,282 in 2019.

The DENR-FMB attributed the decreasing number of forest fire incidents to strict COVID
lockdown measures in the country.

In 2020, 389 of the 429 outbreaks occurred in plantation sites under the ENGP, covering 7,830
hectares valued at P119.3 million.

40 outbreaks occurred in natural forests, or forestlands populated with naturally growing
indigenous trees, where some 1,278 hectares were affected with estimated damages of P4.27
million.

In 2019, however, 1,282 outbreaks were reported (1,205 in ENGP sites; 77 in natural forests),
affecting 24,091 hectares (22,3723 hectares in ENGP sites; 1,719 hectares in natural forests),
with damage cost of P417.9 million (P396 million in ENGP sites; P22.2 million in natural
forests).


https://journalnews.com.ph/author/c-martinez/
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Meanwhile, BFP Director Louie Puracan underscored the pivotal role of DENR-partner
communities in forest fire prevention and detection, saying the preparedness of DENR field
officers and partner communities “gives them precious lead time to respond accordingly” to a
forest fire outbreak.

“A protocol is already in place for the BFP, including other appropriate agencies such as the
DENR and the concerning disaster risk and reduction management council to respond,”
Puracan said.

Source: https://journalnews.com.ph/denr-readiness-for-man-made-forest-fires-crucial/
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DENR, BFP to combat forest fire incidents

April 2,2022, 1:47 pm

(Photo courtesy of BFPCAR-Kabayan Facebook)

MANILA — Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) field officers have been
ordered to review existing forest fire prevention measures due to increasing incidents of man-
made forest fires during the dry season.

As national case trends of Covid-19 continue to decline, the easing of restrictions on
movements of people in many parts of the country is also likely, according to a DENR news
release on Saturday.

Based on the record of the DENR-Forest Management Bureau, forest fire incidents went down
to 429 in 2020 from 1,282 in 2019, attributed to lockdown measures.

DENR and the Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) have been conducting cluster trainings for
DENR’s field personnel and implementers on the various aspects, technicalities, and principles
of forest fire.

The BFP-trained DENR field personnel conduct forest fire preparedness and response
trainings with DENR-engaged upland communities in its various programs, particularly those
covered by the Expanded National Greening Program (ENGP) within their areas of
responsibility.

“Forest fires are mostly fueled by human activities, making it imperative for us to recalibrate our
response readiness and forest fire prediction alertness to pre-pandemic levels, which calls for
tighter coordination with people’s organizations and family beneficiaries of the National
Greening Program,” DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna said in a statement.

“The field offices and communities are considered our front liners in combating forest fires. The
first line of defense against forest fire is to avoid starting a fire,” Sampulna added.

Man-made forest fire is usually an offshoot of kaingin or slash and burn farming, smoking of
honeycombs to gather honey, cigarette butts, and other forms of activities that involve fire.

In 2020, 389 of the 429 outbreaks occurred in plantation sites under the ENGP, covering 7,830
hectares valued at P119.3 million.

Forty outbreaks occurred in natural forests, or forestlands populated with naturally growing
indigenous trees, where some 1,278 hectares were affected with estimated damages of P4.27
million.

In 2019, a total of 1,282 outbreaks were reported (1,205 in ENGP sites; 77 in natural forests),
affecting 24,091 hectares (22,3723 hectares in ENGP sites; 1,719 hectares in natural forests),
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with a damage cost of PHP417.9 million (PHP396 million in ENGP sites; PHP22.2 million in
natural forests).

BFP Director Louie Puracan underscored the pivotal role of DENR-partner communities in
forest fire prevention and detection, saying the preparedness of field officers and partner-
communities “gives them precious lead time to respond accordingly” to a forest fire outbreak.

“A protocol is already in place for the BFP, including other appropriate agencies such as the
DENR and the concerned disaster risk and reduction management council to respond,”
Puracan said.

The BFP was created by virtue of Republic Act 6975, otherwise known as the Department of
the Interior and Local Government Act of 1990, which mandates the agency to be responsible
for the prevention and suppression of all destructive fires including forest fires, among
others. (PR)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1171259
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DENR, GSIS, private sector make Marikina Basin
greener

DT

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has inked a five-year
agreement with the Government Service Insurance System (GSIS) and three major firms for
the rehabilitation of the Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape (UMRBPL) under the
Expanded National Greening Program (ENGP).

In a memorandum of agreement (MoA) with the DENR-Region 4A (CALABARZON), 70
hectares of ENGP-graduated sites inside UMRBPL will be sustained and protected by GSIS,
together with D.M. Consunji Inc. (DMCI), Toyota-Oben Group of Dealers (TOGD), and Meralco
Industrial Engineering Services Corporation (MIESCOR).

Ramil Limpiada, DENR-Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Officer (PENRO) for
Rizal, said that ENGP-graduated areas are previously established NGP plantations that need
assistance from government institutions and private sector partners.

“These ENGP-graduated sites are areas turned over to the DENR by the people’s organizations
and local government units after fulfilling their three-year site development contracts to raise
tree plantations,” Limpiada said.

The adopted sites under the five-year agreement comprised four separate ENGP areas in Sitio
San Ysiro, Barangy San Jose in Antipolo City, which the DENR has set aside for the “Adopt-a-
Site Program” to ensure continued maintenance and protection of the ENGP sites under a
Public-Private-Partnership (PPP) scheme.

“Common to these four areas is they are the most challenging to maintain and protect in their
respective NGP (National Greening Program) plantation sites, owing to their location.

Source; https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/03/denr-gsis-private-sector-make-marikina-
basin-greener/?utm source=rss&utm medium=rss&utm campaign=denr-gsis-private-sector-
make-marikina-basin-greener
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Maynilad honors 14 water, environment
champions at 7th World Water Day Awards

BYBUSINESSMIRROR APRIL 3, 2022
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West Zone concessionaire Maynilad Water Services Inc. (Maynilad) honored 14 water and
environment champions at the recent World Water Day PH Awards 2022 (WWD.PH Awards)
as the culminating event in the country’s recent week-long celebration of World Water Day.

Maynilad held the event virtually together with the National Water Resources Board (NWRB)
and Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

Maynilad’s “Water Warrior Awardee” was the Paranaque City Environment and Natural
Resource Office for actively promoting proper wastewater management through an ordinance
establishing a septage management system in the City of Paranaque.

The NWRB’s “Water Wise Awards” went to Coca-Cola Beverage Philippines for its Reduce,
Reuse, Replenish program, and the local government unit (LGU) of Pavia, lloilo and Pavia
National School, which served as the pilot location for the NWRB’s Groundwater Management
Plan.

The Local Water Utilities Administration’s “Huwarang Lingkod Tubig Award” recipients were
Puerto Princesa City Water District in Palawan, Bayawan Water District in Negros Oriental, and
San Francisco Water District in Agusan del Sur.

The Damayan Irrigators Association Inc., PPATTABA Irrigators Association Inc. and Silway 7-
Klinan 6 Communal Irrigators Association Inc. were named the “Most Outstanding Irrigator’s
Associations” by the National Irrigators Association.

Efforts in protecting the Laguna de Bay were also recognized through the Laguna Lake
Development Authority’s “Kampeon ng Lawa Awards,” which were given to the LGUs of
Morong, Rizal; the Muntinlupa City Lake Management Office’s paddle wheel project; and to
Rev. Msgr. Jerry Veluz Bitoon, Rector of San Pablo Cathedral, in San Pablo City.

Completing the roster of honorees were Metro Pacific Water's “Kampeon ng Kalikasan”
awardee Metro lloilo Water District, and Aboitiz InfraCapital’s “Agos ng Kinabukasan” awardee
Metro Lipa Water District.

Emphasizing this year’'s World Water Day theme “Groundwater—Making the invisible, visible,”
Maynilad President and CEO Ramoncito S. Fernandez said, “With climate change continuing
to threaten our surface water sources, sustainably managing our groundwater sources is
critical. We need to make the invisible visible by bringing discussions on groundwater
management and protection to the mainstream.”


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/businessmirror-12/
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For more than five years now, the WWD.PH Awards has been a platform for honoring
champions for water and the environment—individuals, institutions and programs—that have
contributed to achieving water and water-environment sustainability in the Philippines.

Each WWD.PH-participating government agency and private company submits their nominees,
which are then screened and vetted by a multi-organization committee before being included
in the list of awardees.

The event was shot at the El Deposito Museum in San Juan City, which showcased the largest
underground water reservoir in the country.

It presented the history of the 1882 Carriedo Waterworks, which provided potable water to the
residents of Manila, carried from the Marikina and Pasig Rivers, in the 19th century. It could
be considered the forerunner of today’s Maynilad and Manila Water.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/03/maynilad-honors-14-water-environment-
champions-at-7th-world-water-day-awards/



https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/03/maynilad-honors-14-water-environment-champions-at-7th-world-water-day-awards/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/03/maynilad-honors-14-water-environment-champions-at-7th-world-water-day-awards/

. [ ] Headiine
ML UNTV e G

st INITIATIVES Date [ ] cotumn
— | NEWS & RESCUE |
s SERVICE 1of1 [ ] opinion

Page D Feature Article

Palace denies rumors ex-DENR chief Cimatu got
fired over corruption

MANILA, Philippines — Malacafiang on Friday denied rumors that former Environment and
Natural Resources Secretary Roy Cimatu was fired over corruption allegations.

Acting Presidential Spokesperson Martin Andanar reiterated that Cimatu resigned due to health
reasons and that he left his post on good terms with President Rodrigo Duterte.

He also said that Duterte commended Cimatu, on numerous occasions, for the successful
transformation and clean-up of Boracay and Manila Bay.

“The Office of the Presidential Spokesperson on February 18, 2022, even released a statement
wishing the former DENR Secretary good health,” Andanar said.

“There is, therefore, no truth to the insinuation and /or rumor of his involvement in corruption,”
he added.

Andanar issued the statement to clarify Duterte’s recent remarks about several Cabinet
members who were sacked over the issue of reclamation projects in front of Manila.

In a speech on Thursday, Duterte mentioned that some Cabinet members were sacked over
corruption allegations.

“Si (Environment) Secretary (Jim) Sampulna is new because | fired them all. | won’t name
anybody because it's painful for them for this to have happened,” he said.

“'m not fond of announcing to the media pero about — in the process, I've fired five or six
Cabinet members because of corruption,” he added.

He said he has ordered all the applications for reclamation projects to be stopped and have it
reviewed to ensure that they all went through proper and legal processes.

Duterte also said he would no longer sign appointments or approve big projects until his term
ends in June.

“And then ‘yung discretion sa itong magbigay sa reclamation areas sa Manila. | said it’s either
I'll suspend it for the meantime and just leave it to the next administration,” he added.

Source: https://untvweb.com/news/palace-denies-rumors-ex-denr-chief-cimatu-got-fired-over-
corruption/
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Unang sewage treatment plant sa El Nido, Palawan, ibinida ng DENR
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Unang sewage treatment plant sa El Nidc, Palawan, Ibinida ng DENR

For more news, visit;
SHOW MORE

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d73lwbY|-yE&ab channel=PTV
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TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL

NWRB: No water supply cut for Metro Manila

Ramon Efren Lazaro - The Philippine Star April 3, 2022 | 12:00am

MALOLOS, Philippines — The National Water Resources Board (NWRB) is not reducing the
allocation from Angat Dam for Metro Manila residents this month.

Sevillo David Jr., NWRB executive director, said there is no change in the allocation for Metro
Manila’s water needs at 48 cubic meters per second (cms).

Irrigation allocation, on the other hand, was reduced to five cms since many farms are either in
their terminal drainage situation, meaning there is less water requirement.

The irrigation allocation for rice fields at the start of the cropping season was at 28 cms for the
north zone or the north portion of Bulacan and parts of Pampanga and 12 cms for the south
zone in the Bulacan service area.

Robert de la Cruz, National Irrigation Administration manager for Bulacan, said the current
supply to the north zone is eight cms and six cms for the south zone.

The Bulacan provincial disaster risk reduction and management office said water elevation in
Angat Dam was at 190.72 meters yesterday morning.

The water level in Bustos Dam, which regulates irrigation supply to farms in Bulacan and parts
of Pampanga, was at 16.74 meters.

The water elevation in Angat Dam yesterday was only 10.72 meters above its minimum
operating level.

Bustos Dam’s water level was 0.26 meters below its spilling level.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration confirmed
that cloud-seeding operations are being conducted over the Angat watershed to raise the water
level in the dam.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2022/04/03/2171887/nwrb-no-water-supply-cut-
metro-manila
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Manila Water pushes for water security

Catherine Talavera - The Philippine Star April 3, 2022 | 12:00am

MANILA, Philippines — Concessionaire Manila Water Co. Inc. has emphasized the need for
water security in the country through its water supply contingency and augmentation plans to
support the government’s efforts in developing water sources and actively promoting
responsible use of water.

Manila Water president and CEO Jocot de Dios said the East Zone water concessionaire
continues to work toward water security.

“Water security is at the core of our operations, not only during summer months when we
contend with Angat Dam’s lower-than-projected levels while ensuring our customers do not
experience interrupted supply, but all year round to achieve our water supply sustainability
targets,” De Dios said.

As early as January, government agencies such as the National Water Resources Board
(NWRB) and Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration
(PAGASA) urged the public to conserve water as the Angat Dam ended 2021 with lower than
expected water levels.

Latest data from PAGASA showed Angat Dam’s reservoir water level stood at 190.85 meters
as of Friday morning, lower than the normal high level of 212 meters.

De Dios said Manila Water continues to closely work with the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS) and the NWRB in developing new water sources even as the
agencies have approved the implementation of the much-needed interim additional sources
especially as the summer peaks.

These include the maximization of the 100 million-liter-per-day (MLD) capacity of the Cardona
Water Treatment Plant, which draws water from Laguna Lake; operation of deep wells that can
provide additional 115 MLD; and operation of the 20-MLD Marikina Portable Water Treatment
Plant, which can treat water from the Marikina River.

The MWSS and its Board approved the projects, while NWRB allowed Manila Water to harness
groundwater through deep wells as part of their contingency and augmentation measures while
waiting for long-term water sources.

Manila Water is set to implement operational adjustments, such as backwash recovery or re-
treating the wastewater byproduct of the water treatment process while ensuring the efficiency
of its network distribution, maximizing its distribution reservoirs and operating line boosters so
that water supply continues to reach elevated and far-flung areas of the concession.

The concessionaire added that it is also eyeing to harness additional inflows to the La Mesa
Reservoir from the nearby Alat Dam.

It is also advocating responsible use of water to support Oplan Tubig Para sa Kinabukasan, a
collaborative project initiated by the Metro Manila Development Authority, NWRB, MWSS, with
the two water franchisees.

Manila Water holds activities that help remind users of the value of the wise use of water in line
with this advocacy,.

“Implementing water supply contingency measures, tapping into additional water sources, and
promoting responsible use of water, while working with the concerned agencies as well as
partners, are part of Manila Water’s holistic effort in working for lasting water security,” Manila
Water said.


https://www.philstar.com/authors/1805144/catherine-talavera
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Manila Water serves the east zone, covering parts of Makati, Mandaluyong, Pasig, Pateros,
San Juan, Taguig, Marikina, Quezon City, portions of Manila as well as several towns in Rizal.

Last year, the company signed a revised concession agreement with the MWSS, which allows
it to serve the east zone until 2037.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2022/04/03/2171797/manila-water-pushes-water-
security
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Isang spinner dolphin ang nakitang stranded sa Barangay Poro sa Magsingal, lloces Sur Lingge.

Ayon kay llocos Sur Provincial Fishery Officer Martin Allayban, may haba itong 1. 5 metro at nang
makita ay may sugat malapit sa dorsal fin na kagat aniya ng cookiecutter shark. Pinakawalan din
ang delphin kalaunan.

Isang Philippine eagle naman ang nasagip sa Barangay Pangyan, Trento, Agusan del Sur Huwebes.

Ayon kay Marilyn Mique na nagbahagi ng mga larawan, nakita ng magsasaka na si Rey Borlaza
ang agila na na-trap sa kaniyang bitag sa sakahan.

Aniya, nagulat si Borlaza bakit napadpad itc za sakshan at ipinaliwanag nitc na ang kitag ay
inilagay niya para sa ibang hayop.

"Kahit kami nagtataka kung bakit napadpad ang agila doon sa sakahan na malayo naman kami sa
gubat o sa kakahuyan," ani Marilyn.

Magtameo ng maliit na sugat si Borlaza dahil sa tulis ng kuke matapos dumapo sa kaniya ang agila.

Masa pangangalaga na ng mga awtcridad ang agila. ltinuturing na critically-endangered species
ang Philippine =agle dahil tinatayang nasa 400 na pares na lamang nito ang nasa kagubatan.

Isang sugatan na Brahminy kite naman ang nailigtas ng isang residente sa Barangay Polocats,
Banga, Aklan Sabado.

Ayon kay Joselitc Saldivar, may sugat ito sa pakpak kaya minabuti niyang iturn-over sa pulisya.
Mailipat na ito sa pangangalaga ng Provincial Environment and Matural Resources Office para
maalagaan bagc pakawalan. (m: Allayban; Banga PMP) | via Grace Alba; Hernel Tocmo; Rolen
Escaniel

BASAHIN ang mga kaugnay na ulat: https://news.abs-cbn.com/patrel/tagMILDLIFE

O'&" & 272 29 Shares

Source:
https://web.facebook.com/27254475167/posts/10160212139490168/?app=fbl& rdc=1& rdr
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Legarda: Stop degradation of Phl ecosystems

Published 14 hours ago on April 2, 2022 04:41 PM
By TDT @tribunephl

Senatorial bet Loren Legarda appealed to Filipinos to stop deforestation and degradation of
Philippine ecosystems.

‘I will be a guardian and restorer of this land and help the people living here do that,” Loren
said.

Legarda has been supporting essential laws that have helped begin to turn the tide of
environmental destruction wrought during the last century.

Early this year, she was instrumental in presenting to the House the Philippine Ecosystem and
Natural Capital Accounting System bill, which, if passed would be a landmark natural capital
accounting law factoring in the cost of using natural resources. Adding depreciation into the
equation overrides the assumption that clean water, air, land and oceans are freely exploitable
without negative social, environmental or economic impact.

“We will never be able to undertake restoration if the economic indicators we use value only
the incomes and ignore the destruction of our natural capital in generating those revenues,”
said Legarda,

“The proposed law hopes to bring about a fundamental shift in how we see the world, how we
understand our place in it, and how we value it. It corrects the misconception that we have to
choose between the environment and the economy because it highlights the fact that our
economy will only ever be as robust as our natural capital.”

Legarda is a keen advocate for the environment, also holding other influential roles, notably,
as the U.N. Office for Disaster Risk Reduction’s Global Champion for Resilience, the U.N.
Framework Convention on Climate Change’s National Adaptation Plan Champion, and as a
Commissioner of the Global Commission on Adaptation.

Legarda noted other challenges and said that “we need to strategically select around 30 percent
of our 30 million hectares and stand our ground. Already, our protected areas are full of people,
almost urbanized. We need to determine what level of restoration we are aiming for because it
is possible to live inside a protected area and still restore it.


https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/tribuneadmin/
https://www.twitter.com/tribunephl
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“The climate crisis and unabated biodiversity loss only further increase the risk of future
pandemics that would cause even greater damage on economies and take even more lives if
we fail to act now.

“‘Restoration action is always local. We succeed and fail depending on how well we do at the
level of communities, which are at the frontlines.”

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/04/02/leqarda-stop-degradation-of-phl-
ecosystems/
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Greening the election

Environment groups search for ‘green’ candidates

BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA APRIL 3, 2022

PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

As the May 9 elections draw near, environmental groups under the Panatang Luntian launched
on March 26 a fact-checking study to assess the positions and track records of candidates on
Philippine environmental concerns.

“Our #EnvibeCheck is a research project that we made as a community to draw the line on who
are the greenest and dirtiest candidates today,» Leon Dulce, head of secretariat of Panatang
Luntian, said in a statement.

“We want to educate the public on how their vote can affect the lives of more than 40 million
fellow Filipinos dependent on our environment and natural resources,” Dulce said.

Dulce, national coordinator of the Kalikasan-People’s Network for the Environment (Kalikasan-
PNE), said the research data challenged national candidates to do better by taking the pledge
to uphold the pro-environment Pantang Luntian agenda.

The fact-checking study covered research on environmental pronouncements and track
records of eight presidential and six vice-presidential candidates on issues surrounding
extractive and destructive projects, waste management, just energy transition, green spaces
and mobility, environmental defense, climate justice, and biodiversity and environmental
conservation.

The full details of the study #EnvibeCheck is accessible for public viewing.

Why the need for ‘green’ candidates?

When asked why there is a need for green candidates, Dulce told the BusinessMirror via
Messenger on March 30: “Pro-environment leaders in government help enhance and enforce
our environmental laws that benefit more than 40 million natural resource-dependent Filipinos.”

He added: “A green leadership is crucial in the remaining eight years where the Philippines can
make or break its urgent response to the ecological, climate, health, and human rights crises
we face.”

According to Dulce, the next president must prioritize the immediate end to the extractive and
destructive projects—like mining, dams and reclamation—that cause immeasurable damage
to our ecosystems and depletion of our natural resources.

“They must nurture our watersheds, protected areas and natural resource corridors, and
empower the various land and environmental defenders protecting them,” he said.

The leaders, he added, “must take drastic action in demanding just compensation from the top
climate-polluter countries for causing widespread loss and damages to vulnerable nations such
as the Philippines.”


https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathan-l-mayuga/
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According to Dulce, the next administration must usher in doable steps toward the just transition
of the economy to clean energy, mobility, green jobs and urban renewal.

Mainstreaming environment in policy discourse

As the election noise intensifies, environmental groups noticed the environment and climate
change concerns are seemingly being left out, if not sidelined by pressing social, economic and
political issues.

Dulce said: “We are seeing less and less discourse over social media and coverage over news
regarding the environment and climate issues.”

He maintained that environment and climate discourse is greatly lacking among candidates
and the public.

“These issues are not considered gut issues [that is why] they are slow at the onset and
infrequently [discussed] compared to daily economic hardships. The marginalized communities
in far-flung, underserved areas who are the frontlines of these ecological impacts are
unfortunately far away from public view and concern,” Dulce said.

Green deals, climate leadership
In the first 100 days of the new administration, Dulce said the country’s leaders must
immediately set to work on implementing a moratorium on extractive and destructive projects.

“They must also pass a People’s Green New Deal that would inject emergency economic
stimulus into green solutions for the persisting pandemic and climate impacts our countrymen
are still suffering from,” he said.

Chuck Baclagon, the regional finance campaigner of 350.org, highlighted the need for climate
leadership given the country’s status as highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change
effects.

“Climate leadership is of utmost importance in our part of the world given our status [being]
among the countries that are at the frontlines of climate-induced disasters,» Baclagon told the
BusinessMirror via Messenger on March 29.

He added that protecting the environment and responding to the challenges of climate change
directly translates to social and economic benefits for the Philippines now and for generations
to come.

Putting the green agenda forward

“We have less than a decade to get climate change under control. Our leaders need to do more
on climate action. That is why we hope that the candidates vying for the highest position in this
coming elections should put forward an agenda that puts communities and ecosystems ahead
of corporate interests,” Baclagon explained.

Beyond the candidates, environmental groups and advocates are building up an informed
electorate that votes for candidates based on their platforms as well as their track record of
standing up for the interest of the people and the planet.

He said that as a climate-justice organization, 350.org believes that the most urgent task for
the incoming president is about ensuring our country’s capacity to thrive amid the climate crisis.

“Our failure as a country to take decisive action on climate change sends a message that
legitimizes the current inaction of big historical and per capita emitter countries,” he explained.

Sadly, Baclagon said that among the candidates only two, who have a proven history of being
involved in environmental-justice work even before they entered the electoral race, have
articulated clear programs of actions.
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“But as far as the entire electoral discourse is concerned, we think more efforts should be done
by the candidates to explore the intersectionality of democracy, human rights and economic
development with environmental protection,” he pointed out.

‘Tragic’ reality
Baclagon described as tragic what is currently happening in the electoral debates with the
environment and climate being sidelined in the electoral discourse.

However, he explained that the election is also happening under a unique set of circumstances
where there are clear lines drawn between values translated into electoral platforms.

On the one hand there are candidates who instead chose to valorize through historical
revisionism, a status quo that married crony capitalism with environmental plunder, undermine
historical grievances that cost the lives of Filipinos and wrecked the Philippine economy.

On the other hand, he noted that there is also a pushback that champions active citizenship
and restores governance that respect democratic institutions and fundamental principles like
human rights, press freedom and defense of national patrimony.

Asked what are the most serious environmental and climate change problems the national and
local electoral leaders should prepare for, he said it is the transition from fossil-fuel-based to
clean, renewable energy sources.

“We believe that a government’s seriousness in climate action is best measured in its energy
policy. We hope that whoever wins this election would build on the major wins that have been
achieved by the campaign for energy transition during this regime, such as the Department of
Energy’s recent moratorium on coal power plants,” he said.

According to Baclagon, securing a renewable energy future does not only limit pollution and
mitigate carbon emissions. It also ensures stable and equitable access to power for an
archipelagic country like the Philippines.

“Whoever wins the elections, it is incumbent on the new government to prioritize the provision
of affordable and reliable electricity for all Filipinos,” he said.

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/03/greening-the-election/
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Research: Thousands of undiscovered
mammal species may be hidden from sight

BYDANIELLE PARSONS AND BRYAN CARSTENS, THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY / THE
CONVERSATION CC

APRIL 3, 2022

Photo of tamaraws at the Philippine National Museum of Natural History. Natural history museums are largely responsible for
collecting the raw data analyzed, and genetic and biodiversity databases provided the infrastructure to make it accessible.

Taxonomy, the study of how living organisms relate to one another as species, has been
around since the 1700s. Though scientists and philosophers have long debated what makes a
species a species, taxonomists treat each species as a group of organisms that share common
biological characteristics.

Discovering and describing new species is essential to biology researchers and
conservationists because they use species as a unit of analysis. Species are also economically
important to agriculture, hunting and fishing, and have special legal status, such as under the
US Endangered Species Act.

Despite this, scientists have been able to formally name and describe only an estimated 10
percent of species on the planet, based on discovery trends over the years.

This gap in knowledge is known as the Linnean shortfall. It remains unclear whether poor
research methodology, disagreements on how to define a species, or other factors are to blame
for this gap.

We are scientists in evolutionary biology, and figuring out ways to better identify species is
central to our research.

Using genetic analysis and artificial intelligence, we were able to disentangle hidden species
that have been lumped together in a single group and predict where and what types they might
be.

Our findings also pinpoint a potential cause for this shortfall in species identification: an
underinvestment in the science of taxonomy.

Hidden species remain to be discovered

For this study, we chose to focus on mammals. Because of their relatively large size and
importance to people as a source of food, companionship and entertainment, we predicted that
it was more likely that a large proportion of mammalian species have been already been
identified.
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Ouir first task was to identify known species that might actually contain two or more species.

To do this, we analyzed 1 million gene sequences from 4,300 named species, identifying
clusters of sequences that showed high genetic diversity and fitting the data to an evolutionary
model.

We found potentially hundreds of hidden species that were previously classified as a single
group. This finding was expected, as it mirrors results from previous studies, albeit on a larger
scale.

Where and what are these hidden species?
Once we identified the presence of these potentially hidden species, our second task was to
determine what specific traits they have in common.

To do this, we used a data science technique called “random forest analysis,” a form of machine
learning that draws information from a large number of different variables in order to make a
prediction about a particular outcome.

It's similar to the technique that Netflix uses to suggest shows you might be interested in
watching.

In our case, we wanted to predict whether a known species contained hidden species.

The predictor variables we used spanned environmental factors, such as the climate of
common mammalian habitats, and species-specific factors, such as physical traits, geographic
range, reproductive and survival patterns.

We also included research-based factors on the techniques scientists used to conduct their
studies.

In total, we collected some 3.8 million data points to build our model.
Based on our model, we found that three types of predictor variables stood out the most.

The first type comprised attributes of the species itself, such as body mass and geographic
range.

These results suggest that small mammals with relatively large ranges are more likely to have
hidden species. This makes sense as, all things being equal, it is more difficult for scientists to
recognize physical differences in smaller animals than larger ones.

The second type was climate—there are likely to be more hidden species in wet, warm areas
with a large difference in day and night temperatures.

This likely reflects the fact that tropical rainforests tend to have very high levels of mammalian
diversity.

The third type was research effort, including the geographic dispersion of samples in museum
collections and the number of recent publications mentioning the scientific name of a known
species.

This implies that researchers are generally effective in identifying new mammals, as how much
attention the scientific community has focused on a specific mammal predicts whether that
creature is identified.

This is supported by how the general characteristics we’ve identified match new mammalian
species described over the past 30 years, as well as the fact that our model recognizes areas
that scientists are already investigating for hidden species.
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Unknown species face extinction

At a time when Earth is facing its greatest extinction crisis since an asteroid killed off the
dinosaurs, we believe that identifying and describing the many undiscovered species on Earth
is crucial to aiding the preservation of its biodiversity.

Even though our study still found a large number of mammals waiting to be discovered,
mammalian diversity is already relatively well captured compared with that of other species.

We found that roughly 80 percent of existing mammal species have already been described, a
proportion far higher than in nonmammal groups with even higher diversity, such as beetles or
mites.

Discovering and describing new species, as with all scientific research, takes a village.

Natural history museums are largely responsible for collecting the raw data we analyzed, and
genetic and biodiversity databases provided the infrastructure to make it accessible to us.

A culture of information sharing among peers and large computer networks supported the
thousands of hours of computation time we needed. Our work was made possible only by
ongoing investments in taxonomic research.

Biodiversity scientists are racing to better understand the processes that create and maintain
biodiversity while in the midst of the planet’s sixth mass extinction, one that is entirely caused
by human actions.

Taxonomists face the challenge of describing the species around us before they go extinct. As
our findings suggest, there is still a long way to go.

Image credits: Julan Shirwod Nueva/Wikipedia CC-SA-4

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/03/research-thousands-of-undiscovered-
mammal-species-may-be-hidden-from-sight/
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; DENR to review forest
fire prevention measures

: Mamnade?forest fire is usually an offshoot of kaznmn or slash

and burn farming, smoking of honeycombs to gather honey, cxgamtte' .
btmm,a:dotherﬁ)msofamwnesthatmhefue 5 g B

The Department of Environment and Natural stources (DENR) reoently
directed its field officers to review existing forest fire prevention measures due
to increasing incidents of man-made forest fires during the dry season.. - .
! According to DENR-Forest Management Bureau records, forest fire incidents

went down to 428 in 2020 from 1,282 in 2019, attributed to lockdown measures f
| due to the coronavirus disease 2018 (Cowdll)) pandemic, - - |
* The agency also noted that it has pamlemdwxmd\e&mauofﬁml’mtecﬁon '

(BFP) to conduct cluster trainings for DENR's field personnel and xmplementers ;
on the various aspects, technicalities, and principles of forest fire. Az
. The BFP{rained DENR field personnel conduct forest fire pmparedness
and response trainings with DENR-engaged upland coramunities in its vahous
'programs, particularly those covered by the Expanded National Graeﬁmg
| Program (ENGP) within their areas of responsibility. s
“Forest fires are rostly fueled by human activities, making it lmpemtwe '
 for us to recalibrate our responsé readiness and forest fire prediction alertness 4
to prepandemic’ levels, which ‘calls for tighter cocrdination with peoples !
| organizations and family beneficiaries of the National Greening ngram,
i DENR Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna said. _
). - “The, field offices and communities are considered our front liners in
i combatmgfomtﬁres ’I‘heﬁrsthne ofdefense against forest fire is to avond
(|- starting a‘fire,” he added. .
| Man-made forest fire is usually an ol‘fshoot of kamg'm or slash and burn
i farming, smoking of honeycombs to gather honey, c:gareue butts, a.nd ot.her ’
forms of activities that involve fire.

In 2020, 389 of the 429 outbreaks occurred in phntatmn sites: undpr the
ENGP, oovenng 7,830 hectares valued at P118.3 mullion. a i

Forty outhreaks occurred in natural forests, or forestlands populated wn;h
nafurally growing indigenous trees, where some 1,27 hectares were affected
with estimated damages of P4.27 million, ’

In 2019, a total of 1,282 outbreaks were reported (1,206 in ENGP sites; 77 i’
natural forems), affecting 24,001 hectares (22,3723 héciares in ENGP sites; 1, 719
hectares in natural forests), with a damagercost of P4179 million (PSQ6 milhon
mENGPsxtes P&Znulhonmnaturalfomts) > .3 ENM

3 —_—‘-1- - — .83
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| DENR: Readiness for manmade forest fires. crucial

13

3 MART!N EZ
EXISTING ‘forest fife pre-
vention measures must be
reviewed as man-made

-This was the order is-
sued by the Department of
‘Environment and Natural

Ling ‘the dry season.

Seqretary Jim O.

as part of their continuous
efforts to beef up ils part-
nership with the Bureau of
‘Fire Protection (BFP).

i “Forest fires are mostly
fueled by human activities,
making it imperative for us
} to reca ibrale our response
readiness ‘and forest, fire
prediction alextness to pre-
pandemic levels, which
calls for tighter coordina-
tion with people’s organi-
zations and family benefi-
ciaries of the National
EGreenmg Program,” Sam-

Farest fires increase dur--,

Resources (DENR) acting
Io the agency’s field o&cers-

pulna sad. .

,The BFP has been con-
ducting cluster training for
D s field personnel and
implementers on the varicus
aspects, technicalities; and
principles of .the forest fire.
The BFP-trained DENR
field conduct for-
est fire'preparedness and
response fraining with
DENR-engaged -upland
communities in.ils various
programs, pacticularly those
covered by the Expanded
National ¢ i )I(ngum
(ENCP) within their mIec
tive areas of responsibilily.

“The field offices and

communities are consid-

ered our frontliners in com-
bating farest fires. The first
line of defense against Jor-
est fire is to avoid i
a fire,” Sampulna said,

« Man-made forest fire is -

umallﬂa result of, “kaingin”
or "slash-and-burmn farm-
ing”, smoking of honey-
cimbs to gather honey, dg-
arette buts, and other forms

e——

of activities that involve fire.
.. As national case, trends
of COVID-19 continue-to
- decline, Sampulna said the
easing of restrictigns on
»movements of people in
‘many parts of the country
“is also likely. Rl

. - Based on the record of
the DENR-Forest Manage-
ment Bureau, forest fire

incidents went down to 429 -
“in 2020 from 1,282 in 2019.

The DENR-FMB attrib-
uted the decreasing num-
ber of forest fire incidents to
strict COVID lockdown
measures i the country.

In 2020, 389 of the 429
outbreaks occurred in plan-
-tation sites under the P,
covering 7,830 hectares val-
ued at P119.3 million. -

40 outbreaks. accurred
in natural forests, or forest-
lands populated with nat-
urally growing indigenous
trees. where some 1,278

hectares were affected with .

‘estimated damages of
P4.27 million. _

In 2012, however, 1,282
outbreaks were reported
(1,205 in ENGP sites; 77 in
natural forests), affectin
24,091 hectares (22,37
hectares in ENGP sites;
1,719 hectares in natura
forests), with damage cost
of P417.9 million (P396
million'in ENGP sites; P22.2
million in natural forests).

Meanwhile, BFP Direc-
tor Louie FPuracan under-!
scored the pivotal role of
DENR-pariner communi-
ties in forest fire prevention,
and detection, saying the -

reparedness of DENR
ield officers and. parmer_‘
communities “gives them !
precidus ‘lead time to re-
spond accordingly” to a{
ferest fire oulbreal L

“A protocal is alread
in p]at;'eefor{hg BI;!P' in'clu!

other a ate agen
res s o e DENE o
the concerning digaster risk
and reduction manage- '

ment council to respond.”.
‘Puracan sad. ) \
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~DENR, GSIS, private 1I

sector make Marikina '
- Basin greener 2y

The Department of
| Environment and Natural
! Resources (DENR)- has inked
.a ﬁve-year agreement with the
Government Service. [nsurance
' System (GSIS) and three major
firms for theé rehabilitation
' of the Upper Marikina River.
Basm Protectéd Landscape
| (UMRBPL) under the Expanded
[ Nq&xonal Breening Program
, (ENG
In a memorandum of
agreement (MoA) with
the DENR-Region 4A
. (CALABARZON), 70 hectares
| of ENGP-graduated sites inside
UMRBPL will be sustained and
protected by .GSIS, together,
| with D.M. Consunji, Inc.
; (DMCI), TuyotaOben Group, of
- Dealers (TOGD), and Meraico
Industrial Engmeermg Services
Corpora;ion {MIESCOR)..
" Ramil Limpiada,

DENEProwncml Environment

\ and Natural Resources Officer-
| (PENRO) for. Rizal, said that
ENGP graduated areas are.

E prevnously estabhshed NIGP ;

maintenance and protection

_ (PPP) scheme,

plmtatnnsﬂwtneedassnstame
from government institutions
and private sector

“These ENGP-graduated
sites are areas turned over
to the DENR by t.he people's‘
organizations and local
government units after
fulfilling their threeyear site |
development contracts ta raise |
. tree plantations,” Limpiada said.

The adopted sites under
the five-year agreement
comprised four separate
ENGP areas in Sitio San Ysiro,
Barangy San Jose in Antipolo
City, which the DENR has set

aside for the “Adopt-a-Site |

Program"” to ensure continued

of the ENGP sites under -a
Public-Private-Partnership

“Common- to these four
areas is they are the most

—————————

e ———

challenging to maintain and
protect in their respective NGP
(National Greening Program)
plantation sites, owing to their

location.
|

Eee—
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DENR lauds Maynilad

up project|

.. | estero

=THE Departmentof En-
vironment and Natural
Resources—-National

. Capital ‘Region (DENR- Maynilad and thecitygov- ' the esterp, *
¢ NCR) recognized the'in-  erninent of Parafaque fdr Maynilad has been ac-
valuable contribution of artnering with s tively supporting the Ma-

! Mayniiad.Water Servic.

'. es,Inc. {(Maynilad) inthe
¢ multi-sectoral effort .to .

Protect and rehabifitate
the Manila Bay through

its wastewarer manage--

mentand esteroclean-up

clean-

_ drives,

DENR AgtingSecTeta:y
Jim Q. Sampulna thanked

fetropolitan Envirgn-
mental Office-South ‘in
developing projects that
will reduce pollution in
sterode Tripa de Gallina,

" Parafiaque, includmg the

nslalldtion of sewer inter-
—— T HNCT

—

3

ceptor lines and construc- |
tion of a communal septic
tank for. households néar

nila Bay Rehabilitation
Program. of DENR
through various initia-
tives such as its Adopt-
an-Esterg program,onge- |
ing rehabilitation of the:
Cenlral Manila Sewerage
System, and sewage col-.
lection service under the
“Projcct Kubeta Ko”
. Movement to prevent

| ways.’ da
i : -

open defecation in water- |

4 5 “ o
O
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MAYNILAD ESTERO CLEANAIP EFFORTS LALDED ‘BY - §
DENR'—The Department of Environment and-Natural
Resotirces-National .Capital Region (DENR-NCR):ree-
ognized .the Invaluable cuntribution-of Maynllad Wa-
ter Services,, Inc. (Maynitad) In the multi-sectoral ef-
fort ta protact and réhabliitate the Manlia Bay through ..
Its” wastewaler mnnagement and ustero clean-up ¢
drives. The photo ‘shows Maynllad Wastewater Sewer
Network Management head Reynaldo Angeles {3rd
from lelt) recelving a plaque of appreciation from DENR-
NCR Reglonal Executive Director Jacqueline Caancan,
CESO Il (2nd . from left) for balng DENR'S amlm
til partner, given during the “Gawad.Tagallog 2.0:
Search for,Most,Improved Estero.in,Metro ;Manlay
held recently at, Park inn by Radlsson.in Quezon City. i
Maynllad heiped in the. cleanap)of Estero de, San m In Mnnlla, ,whlch.was awar’aed o
Estero” cltation thig year. -

"Moanwﬂh DE! “Acting Socntary ¥ ’Snmpulna “Ihanked’ Maynllul and,tho clty governmanl of
Paranaque’ for" with DENR’s Metrapolitan® Environmental Office-Soiith’In developing projects-that
will‘reduce polluuon In Estero de Tripa de Gallina, Parafaque, Including tha- instaliation, of sewor !memm A
{ines'and ‘constritctioniof a:communal .uptlc'tank ‘for houscholds near the'estero. ... |

+' Maynllad ‘has' bnmacﬂnly supporting the Marilla Bay Rehablittation Program of DENR; pmugh varlous
{nitiatives such; as:its. -an-Estefa arogm]..omlng rehabilitation of ithe cutrll Manlia Sewerage §
Sygtem,-and.sewage, col n-service under the roject\l(ubotalllo. Movement to pceuem e ,defecntlon w
In waterways.. .., - PP A PO TR S - )5 AR P A B P e L S [l YU ) R
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Maynllad honors 14 water, envnronment champlons at 7'@

-

| e . -

Word' Water Day Awards

EST Zone cog\cessionaire
. W Maynilad Water Services Inc.

(Maynilad} honored 14 water
' and gnvironment champions at the re-
cent World Waler Day PH Awards 2022
(WWD.PH: Awards) as the culminating
evenl in the country's recenl week-iong
celebration of World Water Day.

Maynilad held the event virtually
together with the National Wales Re-
sources Board (NWRB) and Depariment
of Cnvironment and Natural Resources
{DENR}.

Maynilad's WalPrWamc.r Awardes"”
Was.. xh.e :Faranaque City Envirenmenl
and Nalural Resource Office for actively
promoting proper wastewater manage-
ment through an ordinance establishing
a septage management sysiem in the
City of Paranaque.

. The NWRB's "Water Wise Awards”
went to Coca-Cola Beverage Philip-
pines for its Reduce, Reuse, Replenish
program, and the local government
unil (LGU) ol Pavia, llcilo and Pavia
Mational School, which served as Lhe
pilot location for the- NWRB's Ground-
water Manazgemen! Plan

The LocalWater Ulilities Administra-

-

., Water District

(-lff
| ¥ 2

&>

recipients were Pusrte Princesa Cily
Waler District in Palawan, Bayawan
‘ in Negros Oriental, and
San Francisco Water Oistoct in Agusan
del Sur

The Damayan Irrigalors Association
Inc., PPATTABA Irrigators Associalion
Inc. and Silway 7-Kiinan 6 Communal
Irrigators Association Inc. were named
the *Mos! Outstanding lirigator's As-
sociations” by the National krigators
Association,

Elforts in proteciing the Laguna de
Bay were als0 recognized through the
Laguna Lake Development Authorily's

M. y‘yu‘u'a]

- WORLD WATER DAY
4 AWARDS 2022

given to Ihe LGUSs ol Mumﬂg R;za’lz‘{rge-
Muntinlupa Gity Lake M ‘r 0f-
fitz's Padd]e whed¥pro o

Msqr. Jerry Vidiuz Bifhon® 3
Fablo Cathedral, in San™

* Compleiing the Osler of tnorees |

*were Metro Pacitic Wa er.s““ampeon ng .,

Kalikasan' awardee Melrd Tloilg watém
Disteict, and Aboiliz Inhialapital's AQm
ng Kinabikasan” awardee Metid Llpa
Wal& District v
Eniphasizing this vear's World'v’v\'ate( ¥
Day theme "Groundwater—Making the |
invisible, visible," Maynilad President .
and CEQ Ramoncito S. Fernandez said,

r(ampeon ng Lawa Award whlch were

wnn chmale change rurununn lo

e —

tion's “Huwarang Lingkod Tubig Award”

M i, ™

;lmeaLn LLll ,uﬂace water scurces, 3
| susiamabu ManaQing our gioundwaler N
. sources is critical. We need ta make lhe o
invisible visible by bringing discussions
0n groundwater management ana prolec-
fion-{o the mainstream .’
For more then five years now, the
N’WE PH’ Awaits has been 2 platform
107 honasing champions for waler and the
" environment—individuals, institutions
and programs—that have contributed to
achieving water and water-environment
,sustalnabllit/wn the Philippines.
Each WWD PH-participal) ng gov-
Jernmenl aoancy and private cumpany
.FSubmits their nominees “m»m are
‘I inen screence and vetted by a muTtis-

'}érganifaticw commiltee before beilld

ncluced in the list of awardees.  #

Ihaevenl was shol althe EI Deposito
- Museum in’ San Juzn City, which show-
cased. the | agesl underground wafer,
lesarvmr*mrr country.

It preserited (e history of the 1%22
GarriedZgV eawwkq which pravided
polable walel (o'1he residents of Manilz,
vcaffigd™rom the Marikina and Pésig .
’ngl cinthe 191h cenlury. |l could be
Iconsidered the forerunner of today's
IMaynilad and Mamla Waler -
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kd&u for Gawad T.

inclade DENR

q 5 and partners who arc

pwmmale in the field of

enviranmcmal protection,
idetwe, vwhiclt

- means bamg free of pnymy-

alhw,duhes,mmmm
enoe the pctformme oi

_recognition

Estero de San Miguel |
from DEN. gg&s :

By CORY
MARTINEZ

THE Estero de San Miguel
in Manila has been recog-
nized as Metra Manila's
“must improved estero,”
The of kmwi-

l’mm‘mtandNahmchm

'nrdmg aenemaw
d\elimmdemb;ligm
year's grarel wirnner.

The Gawad Taga-llog

recogmizes the efforts of fo-

cal nnens in Metro
~ barangays in
ticular — in keeping their

waterways clean and trash-
free asawell az &mu active
tion i the i

gd?l\?bldblghohnrMnnﬂ?u&?

t eToUurages d\ange

in the attitude and cutkook of

mﬁﬁm‘w and

in \

:;Em waterwavs cleati.

Meanw' 1&, tbe%;il m}-}-‘e
nav-up was Estero

nma c'?tvP iy and

rlmnel" 3

up,

C‘uy, ard mmerm , Tolo

Riverin

River in Las Pifias Cily.

mem!ed the search ﬁx lhq
most improved :s.-tcm, not
ing hat it should be
hcated in other reglons,
i mm;elgcted it 5 ﬁ
“Thn shot bestll‘:‘:e o
‘  the efforts of ocal
government unils [LGUs],
pariners, 1mkeholdem, and
ConuTuities i ¢ 8

mg,am! t
mva)s. pu]na said in
hxsq_ 1ddetivered by Under
ry for Field Operations
'].w:um Visayas, and Envi
ronment Juzn Miguel Cuna. |
Mfeanwhjla, ‘citations.
wnmfgwm tu the diferent,
esteros in Metro Mamla
namely, Estero de Vi |
inNavotas Cltv, Sucol
in Malaben City, 'mitano
Croekin the City of San Juan,
Eslero de MAvpd;(;m uo-’

m&g Chnkml

taLmlun t encl

UPPER rase

STORY

FANNTR
STCRY

LOVIER

Pa=<02-22

DATE

v Q.
P “’““““‘“Miig““ml Tipas. River in T Togmia Cite

ludgcﬂ hmetons, manitest
xmpdrha,llty‘ and have a

sense
DENAIER Rogi

Execalive Director Jao
line Caancen, on the other
hand, said that the Gawad
Taga-Tlog was launched in
2020 “not to
petition but o
operation. amm’q, our part-
ner batan

"-GM TA@

v)o

e

ramotc com -
the hictoric water body,

is built on Lhe premize
thmem Bay isa warer
shed. All rivers and esteros
within she watershed drain
their wators. orwith
all the liquid aod solid
wastes from osur house
holds. offices, facluxxes, whe

-t Manila Bay. C

therefore, necessilates an

'imegmted or ecodystem-

,fomridge

eme

[nghfsinMa

o maf, Caancary said,

In 2020, a total cf 33
wammayﬂ Were nommnt—
ed with” three barangays

ASWInNErs, wi
lnclude s. NBBS Da-
Ea n and 1—

E avotas Cl%

arikina
ina Citv ag |
1st tunner-up, and Bg
Lingunan in %alenzue a

Cxt; -as the grand winner..

EDITORIAL  CARICON
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Rody: | fired corrupt

Cabinet members

v

President Duterte on Thursday
said he fired five or six members of
his Cahinet due to corruption and
announced he would no longer make
appointments or approve big projects
until the end of his term.

“When I became President, I heard
reports of corruption. So (acting En-
viromment) Secretary (Jim) Sampulna
is new because I fired them all. |
won’t name anybody because il's
painful to them this had to happen.
But you know; whether you helped
me during the elections or contrib-
uted something good, I am very
thankful,” Dulerte said in Cebuano
in a speech in Lapu-Lapu City.

Yesterday, Malacafiang clarified
former envirénment chief Roy Ci-

matu was nol among the officials
dismissed for corruption.

“I'm not fond of announcing to
the media but about - in the process,
I fired five or six Cabinet members
because of corruption,” the President
said. Dulerte said the sacking hap-
pened “a long time ago.”

“But if you ask me, I'll say who
are the Cabinet members that I fired.
I fired them a long time ago. I've
probably fired around six of them
~atan unholy hour, I really - | also
expressed my frustration,” he said.

““I'm not campaigning, I'm just
talking about what ails the system.
I'm not even naming names, but to
those who are listening now, did vou
know about this?” Duterte said.”

The President also ordered Sam-
pulna to “stop” all reclamation proj-

- By HELEN FLORES

. i b iy 4 )
“And then the discretion to‘fgap-
prove reclamation arcas in Manila, T
said it’s either I'll suspend it for the
meantime and justleave it to the next
administralion,” the President said.
“All the applications right now
for reclamation - all and it could
include Cebu and Mindanao - I told

ects, including those in Cebu and
Mindana : 3

the acting secretary to stop all of

it l}}l{’f; either we give il to them last
minute for gs long as il’s honest and
the legal requirements are complied.
You review everything and if you
thinlcit’s proper and legal, giveillo
them,” Duterte said.

“Ihave plenty of work to do. A lot
of people are going to Davao because

Emgwinding up, 5o to speak. A lot of

people want to see me. But [ won't

anymore, [ won't sign appoiniments,
neither will 1 approve huge amounts
of money for projects,” he also said.

Yesterday, Malacafiang made it
%! Cimalu was not among those

ed by Dulerte for corruption: n

" 1 “Farmer Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Sec-
retary Roy Cimatu resigned due to
health reasons,” acting presidential
spokesman Martin Andanar said in
a statement. Cimalu quit his post in
Rt ruary.

“President Duterte (on) numer-
ous occasions commended former
Secretary Cimatu in the successful
transformation and cleanup of Bora-
cay and Manila Bay,” Andanar said.

“There is therctore no truth o
the insinuation and/ or remor of his
involvément incorruption)” he said.

Andanar made the statement
when acting deputy presidential
spokesman Michel Keistian Ablon
was asked at a press briefing ves-
terday whether cases had been filed
against the DENR officials fired by
Duterte for corruption. <

“I don’t know if you are insingat-
ing former DENR secretary Cimat,
But Secretary Cimatu resigned last
February due to health reasons, In
fact, the Office of the Presidential
Spokespurson sent out a message of
thanks for the many years of service
of Secretary Cimatu,” Ablan told a
reporter.

“The President himself commend-
€d Secretary Cimatu for his achieve~
ment as DENR secretary insofar as

Boracay and Manila Bay'cleanups
are concerned,” Ablan said.
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- NWRB: No water supply
cut for Metro Manila

MALOL.OS The Nahon—
al Water Resources Board
(NWRB) is not reducin the
allocation from Angat
:for, Metro Manila resndents
tlus,mrﬁ'lth . i

Sevillo David Jr, NWRB.
executwe dmeclor, said there'is

no change in the allocation for
Metro Manila’s water needs .

{ at 48 cubic meters per second

 (cms). ;
Irrigation allocatlon, on
the other hand, was reduced

to five cms since many farms |

are either in their terminal
.drainage situation, meaning -

‘there is less water require- -

im ent. i
The J.mgamm allocanon for

k

rice flelds at the start of the

Season was at 28 cms
for
portion of Bulacan and parts
“of Pampanga and 12 cms for
the south zone in the Bulacan
‘service area.

" Robert de la Cruz, N ahon-
al Irrigation Administration
. manager for Bulacan, said the
current supply to the north
zone is eight cms and six cms
for the south zone.

The Bulacan provincial
disaster, risk reduction and
management office said water

. elevation in Angat Dam was
at 190.72 meters yesterday
morning.

The water level in Bustos

e north zone or the north

Dam which regu.late:. urlga-
tion supply to farms in Bula-
can and parts of Pampanga;
was at 16.74 meters,

The water elevation in An-
gat Dam yesterday was only

. 10.72 meters above its mini-

mum operating level
Bustos Dam'’s water level
was 0.26 meters below its spill-
ing level.
The Philippine Atmo~
. spheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Ad-
ministration confirmed that
cloud-seeding. operations
.are being conducted over the
Angat watershed to raise the
‘water level in the dam.
— Ramon Efren Lazaro

A T———
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Un m‘m’ sbabala
- 1 nang nag|
g ang thppme Asm

ngsmnbi ni NWRB na pasleng wmal
cxecudve director Se- Cns kVEl (s
vxuo av&d Ji na maE

agnaﬂn lang

mga h bang‘up:tng 7
ma &an‘gﬂ;angw €I CNIETEA
5 ﬂe
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By !FR!N I.AZARO

MALOLOS — The Phihppmv
Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration (PAGASA) has confirmed
 that doud-seeding operations are
being conducted over the An-
at waﬁmd in Bulacan since

Mazch .
' - The doud-seading operations

werne intended to raise the reced-

mgr water level at the Angat Dam.
he dam serves as a

source of potable water for Metro

‘Manila houscholds.

Records from the Bulacan di-
saster risk reduction management
office showed that the water eleva-

tion of Angat Dam was at 190.94

meters as of yesterday morn-
ing. The figure is only 10.94 meters

marv“

- Pagasa confirms
~ cloud seeding.over Ahgat

aboVe its minimum operating
level of 180 and 21 meters helow
its end of the year normal high
waaler level of 212. Vic Malano,
PAGASA administrator, said the
cloud-seeding operations would
run until April 15. He said the
organizing agunty of the cloud-
seeding is the Manila Water-
works and ‘Sewerage System and
is funded by Maynilad.
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ENVIRONMENT GROUPS SEARCH FOR ‘GREEN’|

\CANDIDATES !Greemng J

the

el

ection

BY JONATHAN L, MAYuGA

S the May & elections draw |

near, environmental groups

under the Panatang Luntian ]
launchedon March 28 fact-checking |
study to assessthe positionsand track
1 records of candidates on Philippine
environmental concerns.

“Our #EnvibeCheck is a research
project that we made as a community
to draw the line on who are the green-
estanddirtiestcandidates today,» Lecn
Dulck, head of secretariat of Panatang
Luntian, said in astatement.

“We want to educate the public cn
" how their vote can affect the lives of
" more than 40 million fellow Filipinos
dependent on our environment and
natural resourre: " Dulce said.
‘ Dulce, national cocrdinator of the !
i Kalikasan-People's Network for the '
Environment (Kalikasan-PNE), said
| the research data challenged national
candidates to do better by taking the
pledge to uphold the pro- envuonment
Pantang Luntian agenda. g
" The fact-clecking study covered
research on envirenmental pro- |
‘mouncements and track records of |
eight presidential and six vice-pres- |
i idential candidates on issues sur-

| rounding extractive and destructive
| projects, waste management, jusr .

energy transition, green spaces and

~mobility, environmental.defense,
. climate justice, and biodiversity and,

| environmental conservation. .
The full details of the study #En- ,

vibeCheck is accessible for p‘ubl'ic

viewing.' :

S N ———

“' e

(Why the need for green’
candidates? ¢ |
| WHEN asked why there is a ‘need |
lor green candidates, Dulce told the |

] BusINESSMIRROUR via Messenger il !

[ March 30: “Pro-environment lead- |
ers in government help enhance and
enforce our environmental laws that
henefit more than 40 million natural.%
resource-dependent Filipinos.”- \
' Headded:"Agreenleadershipiscru-
cial in the remaining eight years where |

\‘ the Philippines can make or break its |

f urgent response to the ecological, cli-{
mate; health, and human ng}*ts crlses

| we face” [

i According to Dulce, the next presi- l

L dentm.lstpnoxmaeLhexmmedAate.end|

| to the extractive and destructive proj-
ects—like mining, dams and reclama-

. tion—that causeimmeasurable damage
to our ecosystems and dep]etlon ofour |
L natural resources, |

Thaymustnunureourwat.ezsheds

v R

. protected areas and natural resource |
. - - |
corridors,and empower thevaricusland |

and environmental defenders protect-
ing them,” he said.

The leaders, he added, “must také
drastic action in demanding just com-
pensation from thetopclimate-polluter
countries for causing widespread loss
anddamagesto vulnerablenationssuch
as the Philippines”

According to.Dulce! the next ad-
ministration must usher in doable

steps toward the-just transition of

the economy to clean energy, mobility,
| green jobs and urban renewal.

|

e e e e m e — e
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“Mainstreaming environment
in policy discourse ;
AS the election noise intensifies, envi—
ronmental groups noticed the cnviron-
ment and climate change concerns are
seemingly being left out, if nor side-
lined by pressing social, conomic and
political issues. !
Dulce said: “We are seeing less and
less discourse over social media and
coverage over news regarding the er-.
virenment and climate izsues.” !
He maintained that envircnment,
and climate discourse is greatly lack--
ing among candidates and the public
“These issues ate not considered!
gutissues [thatiswhy] they are slow ar
the onset and inlrequently [discussed)
compared to daily ecanomic hardshipsq
The marginalized communities in far- :
flung, underserved areas who are the
frontlines of these ecological impacts
are unfortunately far away from public '
y view and concern,” Dulce,said.

' Green deals, climate leadership

IN the first 100 days of the new ad-

‘leadersmust immediately set to work
an implementing a moratorium on
extractive and destructive projects.

Green New Dealthat would inject emer-
gency economic stimulus inta green

PRESIDENTIAL CAN

ministration, Dulcesaid the country’s 3

“They must also pass a People's 5 2

v

¥

PANATANG
s UNTIAN

(5% : » {
oo Cheodl

DIDATES

sdlutions fo- the persisting pandemic
ar.d climate impacts our countrznzn
are still suffzring from,” he 3aid.
«  Chuck Baclagon, the r=gionz. -
¢ pamce campagner of 3Z0.9rg. asgh-
lighted the need for climare leade<chip
! given the ceuntsy’s status as highly

vulnerable t> the impacts of clizare

v change effeczs.

“Climate leadership s of utmost

importancein ourpart cf the wcrid
! g:ven our status [being' among ke
. comntries that ace at the frontlines

of <limate-induced disaszzrs,» 3a-
- clagan told the BusiNESSMIRROR
via Messenger on March 2%

Hie added that protectirg the =r-
viropment zr.d responcing
challenges of climate charge directly
- translates to sccial and economic ben-

ef:ts for the Zhiliopines now and “or
gen:rations to-ome. -

" Putting the greenagenda - *
- fornard
“WE have less than a decads to get dli-
matechangeundercontrol. Durleaders
nezdtodomoreon limate action. That
isvihywehope thatthecandidates vying
for the highest position in this coming
electionsshou'd putforwardsnagénda
» thatputs communities and ecasystens
zhezd of corporzteinterests " Baclagon
. explained.
Reyondthecand:dates, environmsn-
| tal groups and zdvacates are build.ng
upaninfarmedelec:eoratethacvotesfer
. candiidates baszd oo their plaforms as

" well as their track record of standirg-

: up for the interast of the peaple and
the planet.

- esaudthatacsaclimate-juskicecrge-
nization, 350.0-¢ believesthzt chemest
urgent task for the inc.omingptesidert

isabcut ensuricgous country'szapacity
to tazive amid ke climate crisis.

"Cuyfailureasacountry tosake ce

, disive actjon cr. climate change sends

amessage that _egit:mizes the current

¢ -nact:on.of big histerical and per capita

g to the .

e —

emitter countries,” he explained.
Sadly, Baclagon saidtharamongthe
candidates onlytwo, who have aproven
history of being involved in environ-
mental-justice work even before they

entered the electoral race, have articu- !

lated clear programs of actions [
"But as far as the entire electoral
discourse is concerned, we think more
effortsshouldbe donebytl*ecandxdates
to explore the mtersechonahty of de-
mocracy, human righrs and nmnom*r
develcp'nem with enyirenmental pro- 4
tection,” he pointedaur. | . |
i {
Tragic' reality . . |
BACLAGON described as tragic what
is curfently happening in the electoral |
debates with the énvironment and cli- {
mate being sidelined in the electorall
discourse. . "
However, he explained thattheelec-f
tionisalsohappeningunderatnique set
of circumstances where there are clear
lines drawn between values translated
into elecroral platforms.
Ontheonehandtherearecandidates
who instead chose to valorize through
historical revisionism,astatusquo that | !
*mrnedcronycapltahsmwlth environ-
mental plunder. undermine histerical
grievancesthatcostthelivesof Fil 1p1ncs
and wrecked ;he Philippine economy.
On the other hand, he noted that
there is alse a pushback that cham-

. pions active citizenship and restores;

governance thatrespectdemocraticin-"
stitutions and fundamental principles
like human rights, press freedom and'
defense'cf nat.onal patriniony.

Asked what are the most sezious en-
vironmental and climate change prob-
lems the natianal and local electoral
leaders should prepare for, he said it is
the transition from fassil-fuel-based to
clean, renewable energy sources. -

“We believe thar a government's
seriousness in climate action is best
measured in its energy policy. We hope
that whoéver wins this election would
build ¢n the major wins that have bren
achieved hy the campaign for energy
tmnsmun during this regime, such as!
the Departmentof Energy'srecent mor-
atorium on ccal power plants,” he said.

According to Baclagon, securing a
renewable energy future does not only |
limit pollution and mitigate carbon ‘.
emissions. [t also ensures stable and
equirable access to power for an archi-
pelagic coluntry like the Philippines

“Whoever wins the elections, itis.
incumbent on the new government
toprioritize the provision of affard-
ahle and reliable electricity for all

Filipinos," he said.

E0NONIAL  CARIDON
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| By AARON DIGQUING

The Quezon City government &
on Friday urged a]
the May 2022 elections to avoid’
- using campaign materials made -

of polyethylene ar plastic.
i Thecitygovenunentmadethe
J call 4s it rerninded them of an
! ordinance implemented in 2013,
| which prohibits the installation of
| advértiserents and propaganda
} materials made of plastic in the
| city. g z
| According tg the local
government, there are two
' materials (plastic and polyvinyl
chiloride [PvC)) commonly used
for campaign Poslers, which_
"usually end upin creeks.” *. 2
'Due to the volurne needed
during election Season, plastic
- Posters®ire everywhere as they.
are cheaper than PVE, But these: .
| are also the materials that
litter the city for vears after the

|
!

S

candidatesin 28

\Eeg°m&§;f:§§q}usiﬁg* :

N materials
Sfisctions ar'e over,” Deparlment

ofSanitatiomand Clean-up Works -

S0C) Chief Richard Santaile -

de 5 .
M Sintuille-added that plastic
ayertising and campaign
materials are the most frequently
collécted during their clean-up
actiVities. '
“When the city banned these
materials, it was because oftheir
long‘termnegafiveimpactonour
environment. Even broken down
or torn pieces increase the risk
of flooding, €specially now that
heavy downpourisun predictable
and can happen even in the heat
of summer,” he sajd, ;
Rl @n March 7, the Deparl.gnent
ofPublic Order and Safety (DPDS)
led by retired Gen, Elmo San
- Diego started removing the said
campaign materials that are
not placed in areas assigned
“by the Commission on Election
(Comelec).

~S3n" Diega- ?s“a{d athey’
confiscated 24 Lruckloalys or
21 tons of ads (inclidifg thoge ,
made of plasticg) only for the -
month of March, - 2
“We can still ee ads ang
-postersmade from'plistic during
.our routine clearing Uperations.
That’s why the city. will famp
up our operations “4rid penalize |
- thuse-who have violated the
ordinance,” San Diego said.
Individuals and businesses
caught violating the ordinance |
will recéive a notice of violation ||
on their first, offense, according r‘
tothelocal governmenL. They will
be fined 3,000 and are required
to do tommunity service for
second offense, >
For third offense, viglators’
will be fined 5,000 and will
be required 1o do 3 three-day
community service,
- Carporations will also receive |
a notice for first offense once
caught violating the ordinance.
They will be fined #3,000 for .
second offense, 5,000 fine and
revacation of the “Mayors Permit
t0 Dperate” for third offense. :

e —

———
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he planet |

E planet as we know it today
will never be the same tomor-
row or in the months and years yet
to come, Life on earth is diminish-
ing with the massive loss of bio-
diversity Lo environmental effects
of logging, deforestation, invasive
species, mass chemical-based agri-
culmral production, climate change
' and many other reascns.
* The COP25 (Conference of
Parties) attended by all nations
-in‘Geneva is trying lo agree on
ways to protect every form of
life on Earth and stop the ex-
tinction of thousands of species
of plants and living creatures.
To succeed, wise people and
moral leaders with love of na-
ture have to be electéd. The wise
must educate and convince the
human species that its survival
is not to be found in excessive
| consumption and exploitation

i
|

REFLECTIONS

FR. SHAY
CULLEN 55C

ing the environment but in its
protection and conservation.
-Many species are becoming
extinct 100 times faster because
of us humans. We are the most

 deadly, most destructive force ever

to cvolve. We are the T-Rex dino-
saur of our time. Our bigger brains ,

* have evolved to be able to elimi-

nate all other living creatures, and
they aré busy doing that. .

* What drives human destructive
lifestyle is the uncontrolled de-
sire to possess, exploit, consume
and dominate nature. What the
complacent, unthinking human
population, living in a fossil fuel-

~dependent world does not under- .
stand is that life on Faith depends .

i

-of the natural worlgl by pollut-

i planet although Indigenous peo-,

;. Plein remote communities see it
happemng all too quickly. While
mdny of the delegates at COP25 |
struggle to get agreements to

"preserve the biodiversity of the !

planet, there are hidden forces

- working against them.

lohbyisis for business interests are
doing their best to prevent COP25”
passing strong resolutions that
would, for example, limit the use of

|} pesticides. that destroy the biodiver- =

sityof theland and rivers and pollute |
the sea. They hopefully might advise |
greater reduction in the use of palm
oil in industry tc save blodwersn)
Expansion of the massive palm |

(.
J
l

oil industry in Southeast Asia is

a root cause ol the damage to
biodiversity. Political corruption .
destroys biodiversity'on a-huge |
scale. Corrupt politicians abuse ’
their powex and give their relatives 1= -/
>CullenAS |

——

among all specie

ies in the natural \
world and to live and let live in |

a sustainable climate; that this .

respectful relationship with natre |

is the only way to preserve healthy
food sources and sustain all life
Our global warming activity is
destroying that balance.
" As a result’of human activity,
populations of wild ariimals have
more than halved since 1970
while the human population
hasdoubled. Neverbeforein our
planet's history have so many
species and 30 much biodiversity
been lost as quickly as at this |
time. The fifth extinction event '
was when the dinosaurs were
wiped out. Now is the sixth mass
extinction of creatures on'earth
and it is taking place before our |
eyes. The loss of biodiversity te- |
day is*"biological annihilation.” |
People living in cities arj

on 2 healthy balanced relationship- _unaware of this great loss 1o the
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~ Letuss: save the ,
blodlver5|ty of the pIanet

| and. cronies in industry so called
“rights,” claims and permits to ex-
plait the lands of paor farmers and

" the antestral land of Indigenous

people. They work in coopera-
tion with local and multinational
mining and agri-corporations.
They allow them to deforest and

‘plant palm oil trees: The mining
corporations cut the forests for.

destructive open pit-mining. This
is happening on a large scale in
the African and ‘Amazonian rain

‘forestsand in the Philippines, too.

The governinent reports that
the Philippines is losing approxi-
mately 47,000 hectares of forest
caver every year. In 2003, the
country’s forests comprised 7.2

million hectares, but in 2010 it

went down 10 about 6.8 million
hectares, which is about 4.6 per-

cent decline. The country is down

(o less than 24 percent-of the

original forest covér in the 1900s..

' Mass poverty is the result of
the greed of the ruling political
dynasty of the area and their
cronies in the multinational cor-,
porations. The people, deprived
of land, go hungry and migrate

. tothecity slums of Manila to eke

out a precarious survival. There,
they huddle together in the'shad- -
ow of the giant towers of condos
of the one percent that make up
the super rich. Corrupt officials
are allowing it t¢ happen, .-
These corrupt pelitical and eco-
nomic forces that cause poverty
and.provide a great pool of low-
cost labor for the rich to exploit
should be he!d accountable. These

same forces are damaging the'en-’

vironment around the globe and
in Southeast Asia, includirig ihe
Philippines. All nations are suf-

Tering a loss of their blodwersmy

Once the natural habitat is dam-

' aged, the animals, birds, reptles and

Jshed and some wll soon be extinct

“farms 1o allow wildlife to thrive.

insects dié out. The spraying of pesti- .
ades further advances the destruction
of lifeon earth. Kill theinsects and the
focd of millions of birds is dimin-

Allow an invasive species inte
a nation and disaster to natural
wildlife follows. In the Philip-
pines, the golden snail caused
the extinction of native apple
snails. They poisoned fishponds
with their toxicity, kil ling the fish
fingerlings and they attacked rice |
fields destroying the cropsitisa

“real environmental disaster.: _
. A govemment report from'the

National Biodiversity Strategy atd -
Action Plan (2002}, says, “The,
Philippines is considered as one of
the world’s "bnodwersnty hotspots*
with at least 700 threatened spe-
cies thus making it one of the top

global conservation areas. Based’
. onreports of the number of illegal

wildlife trade, the counuy's ports
have been a hub for lllegal wildlife

* trading. The Philippines also has

the highest number of threatened |
species per unit area in the world.".

. We can change things around |

by demanding accoum_abnhty i

.from the government bureaus in

charge of the'natural resources, |
-the Department of Agriculture |
and forest management. The
people can’ demand that they pre- ’
serve, not destroy. We can show l
children videos like the “Blue’!
Planet*-by David Attenborough.
Teach the children ta love nature. i
We can plant trees, create a |
fenced-off area in our gardens and

We can support environmental
NGOs saving the damaged envi-
ronment. We can be good stew.,

ards and protectors of blodlversxt)

and the natural world ™

www.preda.org.

—l
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PHOTO of tamaraws at the Phifippine Nationa! Museum of Natural Bistory. Naturat history [
museums are Jangely responsible for collecting the caw data amalyzed, and geneticand
biodiversity databases provided the infrastructureto make it acessible.

JULAN SHITWOO NUZVA WIK PEDIR, (L-5A

Researdch: Thousands of undiscovered
mammal species may be hidden fromsight °

AXONOM™, the study of how living orgznisms relate 0 cne another as species,
Tnas been 3round since the 1700s. Thouah scienlists and philosophers have long

debated wial makes a Speciss a spec:es, (a<onomists tr3a: cach species as & group
of organisms that share cammon biological.characteristics.

Diszovering and describing new species is essential t) diology researchers and
censervationistsbecause they use species as e unitof analysis. Saeziesarealso economically
imporiant to agr culturs, hunling and fishing, and have specia: legal status, such as under
the US Endangerad Species Acl.

Despite ihis, scientists have been abii¢ to forme|ly name znc describe only an eslimaled
10 percent of species on the pianet, based on discovery trencs Jver Ihe years.

This gap in k1owledge is known as the Linnean shortiall. I remzins unclear whether poor
reseaich melhadslogy, disagreements on how Lo d&f ne a species, or other factors aré toblame
for this gap. ;

We 2(2 scieniists in avolulionary biology, and fi juring oul ways to better identify species
is central to our rasearch,

Using genatiz analysis and arlificial inleliigerce, we were able to diseniangle hidden
species that Fave been lumped together in a simgle group ard predicl where 2nd whal |

' Iypes they might be.

Our findincs also pinpaint a potential cause lor “his shortial! n species identification: 2n
~ Lnderinvesiment n the science of taxonomy.

Hidden spedies remain to be discovered }
FOR this study, we chose o focus on mammals. Because of their relatively large size and
importance 1¢ 9edple &s a source of food, compani 2nship and entertainment, we predicted
that it was more likely that a large proportion of mammalian spacies have been already,
been identified. i

Qurfirst lask -as to identify known species thal m ght actually contain twe of more Species.

To do lhis, ve analyzed 1 million gene sejuencss from 4,300 named species,

- identifying clustzrs of sequences that showed high genelic disersily and fitting the data.

0 an evelutiorary model. '

We found potentially nundreds of hidden species that were previously classified as a
single group. This finding was expected, as il mirrars resulls from previous studies, albeit
on a larger scalz.

b — - - ———— e — -= —_ e —— o i o e =T
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[TVhere and what are these hidden species? :

ONCE we idenlified he presence of lhese potzntially hidden species, our second lask was to 1
detzrmine what specific traits they have in common.

) To do this, we usec a dalz science technique called ‘random forast analysis,” a form of {

-thachine learning that draws informatian from a large number of differani varables in arder to|
make 2 prediction about a particular outcome,
Its similar 17 the technique that Netflix uses to suggest shows you might he interested in b .
walching.
In our case, we wanted o predict whether a known species cantained hidden species.
The predictor varizhles we used sgpanned enviranmental factors, such as the climate of
common mammalian habitals, and species-specilic faclors, such as physical rails, geographic |

, fange, iepioductivz and survival patterns.

" We also included research-based factors on the tzchniques scienfists used to conduct
their studies.

In total, we collected some 3.8 million dala gaints 1o build gur model
Based on our madel, we found that thres types of predictor vanables stood out the most.
The Tirsl lype comprised allribules of the species iisell, such as body mass and }

: geographic 1ange.

t Theseresults suggest that small mammalswithrelatively largerangesare more |ikelyto have
hidden species. This makes sense as, all things being equal, it is more difficull for scientists
to recognize physical diffsrences in smaller animals than 1argar ones. y

The second type was climate—1here are likely o be more hidden species in wel, warm

Y‘v]a,mmkl JpLaes manf pe hto(-dm Fiomnm Q_«th e _I

Tiis likely reflects the fact that tropical rzinforests tend to have very high levels of
mammalizn diversity.

The 1hird type was research zftorl, including the geographic dispersion ¢f samples in
museum colections and ihe number of recent gublications mentioning the sclen filic name
ol a known species.

This implies that reszarchers are generally efizctive in identifying new mammals, as how
t much altention the scientific community has focused an a specific mammal predicls whether
that craature is identified.

2 +  Thisissupported by howthe generalcharactens ics we've dentilied match new mammalian
N species described over the past 30 years, as well as the fact thal our model recagnizes areas
that scientists are already investigaling for hidden species. {

| Unknown species face extinction i,
AT a time when Earih 1§ facing ils greatest axtinction crisis since an asteroid killed off the
dinoszurs, we believe that identifying and uascnbmg the many undiscovered species on Earth
is crucial lo aiding the preservation of ils biodiversily. *

Even though our study still found a farge number of mammals waiting to be discovered, {
mammazlian diversity is already r2latively well captured compared with that of other species. !

We found thal roughly 80 percent of existing mammal species have already besn ,
described, a proportion far higher than in nonmammal groups with even higher diversity, [
such as beelles or miles.

Discovering and describing new species, as with all scienlilic rasearch, takas a village.

Natural history museums are larpaly responsible for collecting the raw dala we analyzad,
and genetic and biodiverslty databzses provided the Infrastructure lo make it accessiblz to us.

A culture of information sharing amcng peers and largs computer networks supported .
‘the thousands of houis of computation time we needed. Qur work was made possitie only by
0n4J0ing investments in taxonomic reseaich.

Biodiversity scientisls are racing lo betler understand the processes thal create and
mzintain biodiversily while in the midst of the planet's sixth mass extinction, one that is |
enfirely caused by human aclions.

: Taxonomists face the challenge of describiTg the SDE!CIF‘S zround us belore they go extinct. 1
{ As our findings suggest, thers is still a long wey to go. DamﬂeParsonsaMBryan(amem.]

The Ohio State University/The Conversation (C

R Spmrp—

areas wilh a large dillerence in day and night temperatures y
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By Karl R. Ocampo

@KAROcampo_ .

[n many places, solar panels are
now by far the cheapest way to

ippines, however, tapping the
; unlimited although. intermit-
tent -
only beginning to emerge.

Producing solar energy on a
large scale requires huge capital
and land, but over the long term,
itcan trim electricity costs. Cur-
rendy, solar energy developers
miostly cater to.commercial and
industrial sites.

Solar technology company
; LONGi aims to change that by
kglving end consumers access to

e

Isolar grids through the instal-

f lation of rooftop solar, systems.
.. LONGiL the worlds larg-
' est solar panel manufacturer in
2021, i3 now branching out to the
| Philippines, It has made a name
| for itself for {being extremely
| well-priced as it is able to offer
| “high-quality” products at an af-

' fordablerate. ' | )
On average, LONG}'s solar
panels are estimated to be al-

other low-cost manufacturers.
In comparison with mid-range
panels, the price difference

e = gyt e

"With the sudden increase
of household electricity costs
SE———— ORI

produce electricity. In the Phil- .

resource—sunlight—is

most P4 per watt cheaper than

can be as big as P7 per wart. .-

- SOLARPANEL MANUFACTURERTAPS
EMHIGINE PHRENEWABLE ENEIIGY MARKET

Viktoria Locson -

from the stay-at-home situation
arising from COVID-19, the:Fili-
pino family innovared for smart
solutions to decrease their costs

“while at the same time advocat-

ing for clean, green energy,” says
Viktoria Locson, LONGi's lead
business partner in the country.

Established in 2000, LONGI
has grown to became China's
largest solar enterprise. Its al-

fordable solar energy products

include monocrystalline silicon
ingots, monocrystalline silicon
walfers, semiconductor materials
and solar cells. Last year, it raked
in revenues of over P446 billion.
LONGi has 15 manufacturing
bases, mostly in China, and more
than 30 branches all over the

world. It currently employ:. over ,

60,000 people ¢

* low as around P55 kilowatt per-

for a5 years.

|

Tt decided to énter the Phil- l
ippirie market in 207, starting I

-ouf as a supplier to 132 mega- |

watts of wind hybrid projects J

. in Ilocos Norte. Since then, it

has branched ott to the supply .
of panels for residential and
industrial use. -

Cost versus savings |

End users who would like to

try solar energy can start fl'omri
small installations. According to
LONGi, the cost of installing a
rooftop solar system can be as

hour and can save householdsan |
average of about P4,50 per kWh |

Across Southeast Asia, the
Philippines has one of the high-
est electyicity costs. [n areas that
are connected to the grid, the

rates can be excessive. |

“Due to the sharp dechmng
costs of photovoltaic technol- |
ogy (PV), salar PV pravides the
most economical, fastest, and |
modularized solution- to this |
problem—it can be installed '
without any grid cApacity pro- |
vided that energy storage is alsa
included,” says Locson.

“We have'effectively seen 201
to 50 percent reductions on €elec
tricity bills of residential homes
which have opted ta qwitch
to solar (energy). Of course,
this is in consideration of ﬂz
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¢ 3 glomerates investing heavily in
LB the country's solar poten[xal the -

EMM [ ERWVJR«!JB E navgy MM'{&;;(

E—— their current load

Fﬂﬂﬂm profile,” she adds.

) She believes that
with both local and foreign con-

solar market is not going any-

where but up. Some banks.‘ha\(e .
also committed to stop financ-

ing fossil-fueled power plants'

as is the case in Japan, South Ko-

rea, and recently, China. :
The push for solar or renew-

able energy, in general, is for the -

country to steer away from fos-
sil fuel use. While burning coal,
is.often touted as a cheap source

We have effectively seen
20 to 50 percent reductions.
on electm:lty bills of reSIdential
homes which have’ ‘opted .

- to sw1tch to solar [energy]

gy

.~ 'Viktorial.ouon :
___LONG:I PH lead business partner

i
[

4/ Coal-fired power plants are

* which drive climate change. The

of energy, its impact on public
" health and the environment can
be harrowing.

among' the major contributors
to carbon -dioxide émissions,

rising sealevels and the extreme
weather condmons show the’
-dire effects of a warming planet.

“Filipinos are sensitive to the
Jssue of climate change as we}
are a nation that éxperierés the
most tragic typhoons, and these,
solar panels are part of the solu-
tion to our global warming sc J

_parlo,” says Locson.mo___
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PH eyes UAE’s
[mnovatlve energy

W

efficiency programs

By CHING . LEYCD _
l The Philippin‘es is looking at
workirig'with the Unired Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) in conceptualizing and
implementing innovative energy
efficiency pregrams to contributeto
the global effort to reverse the dev-

astating effects of climate change, a

1 Cabinet official said.

! Duringthe Climate Change Vir-

' tual Conference hosted by the UAE
Embaesy in Manila, Finance Secre-

Itary Carlos Dommgue? INwelcomed

' Abu Dhabi’s ongoing efforts to de-
ploy and use clean energy sclutions
as'one of the main pillars to address

‘the climate crisis.

UAE, a member of the Orga-
nization of Petroleum Exporting

- Counrries (OPEC), unveiled in 2017
astrategy that aims to increase the
share’of clean energy in its total
energy capacity mipcfrom 25 percent

, to 50 percent by 2050.

’It will host the United Natiohs
Climate Change-Conference of the
Parties (COP) next year. .

‘; The Philippines has also been
| at the forefront/of taking concrete

!actnons in the fight against climate
change, which has become “a real

'threat and a daily reality” for the

» country, said Dominguez.

Dominguez, who is the-desig-

' dent to the Climate Change Com-

! mission (CCC), cited as an example

. the municipality of Masantol in

Pampanga, where he led a team

- from the CCC and its National Panel

of Technical Experts (NPTI:) ona

vnsit o3

* Thetown has endured prolonged

j ficoding because of climate change.
Storm surges and sea-level rise are
among the hazards threatening

' Masantol’s survival.

——t——

nated representative of the Presi-

' come up with science-based rec-

* anto] is not an isolated case as it i3

_of science,” he said in this after-

‘Risk Index, the Philippines ranks

-er than the global average and con-
. tinues to endure tycles of drought

Representatives from the.CCC

"and the NPTE volunteered to stay '

in Masanrol for months to assess

*» the area firsthand and continuously ¢

engage with its residents in order to

ommendations and risk-informed
solutions to address the town’s
flooding problem, Dominguez said.

"The pérennial flooding in Mas-

happening as well in other parts of
the country, he nored.
‘Daminguez.said he expects the
recommended solutions of the CCC-
NPTE team in Masantol to be repli-
cated, if possible, in other vulnerable
communities across the country. |
“We will strive to send assis- -
tance, one community at a fime.

. This is passible with strengthened

coardination and with the guidance

noon’s virtual conference hostéd by
the UAE Embassy.

“Reversing the trend towards
global warming will require the
work of generations. It will be hard
and intetminable work. We have to
put in that work to save our planet.
There is no other altérnative,”
Dominguez added.

According to the 2020 World

gth out of 181 narions in the world
as the countries most affected by
extreme weather events.

The Philippine archipelago is
alsosinkingat arate fourtimes fast-

and flooding.

Dominguez said that over the
last decade, the Philippines incurred
losses and damages from climate- |
related hazards estimated at about
$10billion, which s equivalent toan !
annual average of about $1billion. |

3 .\‘\
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Laguna ang rinatawag na
Werld Water Dayv 2022 at
may kabuuang | .000 sari-
saring prutzs at punla sa
kagubatan ang itinanicn sa
lugarng scenic mousl view
area, na binubuo ng mga
Speeics G 11anggd, suntol,
1y Ug al NI,

akiisa ang Pravincial
Gavernment-Eavironment
and Natural Resources
Office (PG-ENRO), sz
paklkx paglulungan ng

mlus:pyonghagcarlan,u
pandai d:gaugpaglhrwan T
ng World Waler 2022
na may gy und-
water: Muking Tnvisihle
Visible®,

Nagsagawa rin ng
Tnf‘mmnuon,Educaum,and
Cammunication (1EC)

activity'sa pammn‘agitamg

paglalagay ng tarpaulin 53

enfrance gats ng Provingial

Agricullure Demanstretion

. Farm Facility sa Barangay

‘ng  Calios, Sta. Cruz, Laguna,

D S i PR o
|

14 nagiataguyed ©g social

- awnreness ng World Water

Day o Philinpine Water

Wock of Fiscal Year-2022.
Iighlight ng event ay
ang Tree Growing activity
sa Landing Point sa
Barangay Lu- Bu:;.tl
Nagcatlan, Laguna. Ang
aklibidad ay kaakibat din
ng Go Greening and
Restoring Laguna for a
Healthy Environmeut

Program sa loob ng lala-
wigan. (Benjumin Ciam')
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CORNER LONGITUDE

1 14° 33 07.71" 121° 12 00.00°

2 14* 33" 27.05" 121° 12° 00.00"

3 14° 33 27.08" 121° 12 05,04"

4 147 33 26.03" 121% 12 05.45"

6 14° 33 25.82" 121% 17 06,03

o 147 33 25 49" 121% 12 08, 30"

7 14" 33 25 33~ 121° 17 07.03"

s 14° 33 25,08~ 121 12 07.47*

° 14° 33 24.20° 121% 17 07.00"

10 14° 33 22 15° 121% 12 00. 68"

11 14° 3¥ 20,67 121* 12" 08.27"

12 14" 33 19.83" 121° 12 67.75"

13 14° 33 11.88" 121% 12 04 04"

14 14° 3% 07.71* 1217 12 06.91"

Menardo Tower, 32nd Stroet
Bonttacio Global City
Dear Mr. R. C. Sunico:

Ths refors to the for Exp Y Pormit of Repubiic Cement &
Building Matenals, Inc. (RCBMI) cononun-ud- EPAAIVA-149 covenng an
seon of about 12 0529 hectares siusted i the Teress, sl

MEB! s required 10 cause the publication and
:fnm WOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR EXPLORATION PERMIT OF
REPUBLIC CEMENT AND BUN.DINO MATERIALS, INC" as provided In
Secton 21 of Department Environmet and Natural  Resowurces
Acministrative Order No 20!0-2! to quote:

mm wwmmmdwm the
(M.. shall pubication

redo announcement of the

cause the
wwmmm;wmdm
carcuiation pubiished in Metro M P
i the mu ey or pv

permwt

mnmlmumm othorwise, n
the P e o the

The pev mmawm-u
wapme,~ Pormat

" the Regional
mmmmmmmmmu
Pubication of the Notoe x x X

The mdo announcements shall be made daly for one (1)
Woek in @ local recio Program x x x fhopum e
announcermevis shall be at the of the

mmm)mwwyumwmmax--m
ooy

Enciosed is a copy of the saikd N
sketch plan
Thank you

Very truly yours,

oc, Or.d:ﬁ e

Enct As siatod
Repubbdo of the Prpores
Owp o Py
MINE 5

AND
n,«uo-nn- WV (CALABARZ ON
B Fioor, ME oy BRig. Mocm Dowsevard
Tohtun s (20300 P b
Wbalte (g ae uh e o e

NOT”EOFAPPLICAMNR)REXPLORAWONPERUITOF
REPUBLIC CEMENT AND BUILDING MATERIALS, INC.

w0 5 76 of Department of Environment and
(DEM) Agministrative Order (DAO) No.  2010-21, the

W‘cm

m Known a8 the Phsppine mmu' -Wc.mm
e oot Gy i T s e e S B
Parucu ety described

. Application No. EPAIVA-149

" Date of Flling Decerntior 17, 2010

" Area Location Teresa, Rizal

w. [+ of the A Area

A Geographical Coordinates

Shetch Plan: Please refor 1o "Annex A"
Sze The applied arca covers Twelve and S20/10000 (12.0829)
hectaros

B Raestrictions
© s 16 A C o N

The applied aroa Lo subyect 9
Applications”), m‘le(‘m Landa®) and Section 106 of DAO
No. 2010-21, and Secson 4 of DAD No. 2012-07, as amended, which
provide, among others, that:
" ;’mmmmmwmmm BrOas Covered
vald and old growthAvirgin
MMWWMMMM
other arcas expressly prohibited by law,

b.TNM-nu“lqubmmwm
except UPOon written by

d lnmamm‘ mmwmmm‘y
by the Mm.h-lhoobhm
mnmmmmwm
dmm-\cmmmw

for pa

1 %0 la RA No. 667
mmoﬂ“‘ as amended,

Development Zones and fish
refuge and sanctuanes declared as such by the Secretary of the
Department of Agriculture,

f Tounem development wreas, as identified in the national and local
tounsm development plans, and

Y and mpact areas of minng

axisting mapping . that the
DENR may horoaftor identify pursuant o Mmmw
wnummmn.mmw
Arcos Byetem

Activities to be undertaken

For the submitted Exploration Work Program the following activitios will be
conducted

Ca | Survey or Stuckes

Remote Sensing
Available satelite images of the exploration area and immediate
wwhwmm&mnm.mu
phology will
mumw _.tomvnn w
Information
Regional Geological Survey

WWWMH!WWRM
mining tenements will be utilized for the
M.demmmmmmmu
conducted. wmmumummmww
of available data and ground wo. Suppl wal g may
amwummmmmmmmumw
from previous works.

Regional Geochemical Survey
Regional geochemical survey will be conducted concurrent with the
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geological survey. Gaps will be identified among the available
provious reports and supplemented o cover on  the
missing/fincomplete information.

* Semi-detalled Survey or Follow-up Studies
Geological Mapping/Alteration Studies

Semi-detalled geologic mapping will be conducted on the entire
oexploration area. Mapping will be focused on the spatial and
temporal distributions and contact of different lithological units
Cntical and key samples will be collected and tested for major oxides
sutable for cement manufactunng.

mmmwmammwmmdm
exploration program will be the review of the results from previous
works. Data Consistoncy will be checked by revisiting and re-
sampling of the areas previously covered.

Geochemical Survey

Similar to the semi-detalled geclogical mapping, the need for semi-
detalled geochemical mapping will be detormined later upon the
roview of the results of previous works. Fleld visits and resampling
will be made to confirm the consistency of data previously {

in any case that sampling will be needed, rock units along creoks
and other tributaries within the exploration area will be made

« Topographic Survey
7wmmm$mwmmum
= Detailed Survey or Studies
Detailod Geological Mapping

Detailed geclogical mapping ang geochemical studies will be
conducted particularty at the western portion of the exploration aroa.

Review of the results from previous works shall also bo conducted 10
mmmwmmw-nww
Detadeod Geochemical Survey
O 4 geoct survey will be determined on the bass of
review and analysis of the proviously avalable data In case of gaps,
Samping wil be pursued 1o determine the geochemical continuity
and/or consistency of the different rock units within the areas of
Information gap.

* Subsurface Investigation
Drilling

Diamond core driling may be conductod on the appled s Arodndg
four holes will be driled at an average depth of 80 meters.

Trenching/Tost Pitting

L aro ted 1o mir zones 1Or nam
or pling
w“wmmmwmmmmwm
by licaton are h ¥ ol that thew adverse claims ahould be filed

of
DAO No. 2010-21, Adverse claims, protest o Oppostion should be
n with Secti 203 and 204 of DAO No. 2010-21 and a copy thereo!
shall be furmnished 1o the applicant by the adverse claimant

rammwm.mnmmmnonwm. MGB
RO No. IV-CALABARZON located st 8™ foor, DENR by the Bay Building, 1515
Roxas Boulevard. Ermita, Manila

oo D ERCERI
v s Orecircp I Wi

PILIPINO Muror: Apil 1, 2022

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-

white-sand/
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2,500 bagong COVID-19 cases naitala sa loob
ng isang linggo

Danilo Garcia - Pang-masa April 2, 2022 | 12:00am

4 & | . o |
Commuters queue for the free ride at the MRT-3 North Avenue Station in Quezon City on Monday morning,
March 28, 2022. The MRT-3 offers free rides to commuters for a month, from March 28 to April 30, following the
completion of the rehabilitation project of the train system and as part of the government's effort to help ease
the commuters' financial burden.

MANILA, Philippines — Naitala ng Department of Health (DOH) mula Marso 24 hanggang 30
ang nasa 2,500 bagong kaso ng COVID-19 para umakyat ang kabuuang kaso sa 3,677,924.

Sa lingguhang monitoring ng DOH, nakapagtala ng arawang average na 364 bagong kaso ang
bansa na mas mababa ng 24%s sa nakalipas na Marso 17-23.

Pinakamataas ang naitalang kaso sa National Capital Region (NCR) na may 887, kasunod ang
Region 4A na may 311 kaso, Region 6 na may 266 kaso, Region 3 na may 201 kaso at Region
7 na may 196 kaso.

Kasalukuyang nasa 40,142 ang bilang ng mga aktibong kaso na 1.10% ng kabuuang bilang ng
COVID cases. Nasa 38,989 nito ay mga asymptomatic, mild at moderate cases habang 1,423
ang severe at critical cases.

Umabot naman sa 562 pasyente ang nasawi sa buong linggo para sa kabuuang bilang na
59,125 na 1.61% ng kabuuang bilang ng kaso sa bansa.

Sarecoveries, naitala ito sa 3,578,387 na 97.29% ng kabuuang kaso, makaraang madagdagan
ng 6,666 gumaling na pasyente.

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/04/02/2171663/2500-bagong-
covid-19-cases-naitala-sa-loob-ng-isang-linggo
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DOH studies booster inclusion on fully vaxxed
status

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora April 2, 2022, 3:48 pm _ -
- FVYDLIV DRI ING fLagmgnanaarn -

HOW DID THE OMi
VARIANT DEVELOY

[MALASY
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>l USEC. DR. MYRNA CABOTAJE

(PNA file photo)

MANILA — The Department of Health (DOH) is studying proposals to include booster doses in
the country's primary vaccine series.

Once approved, Health Undersecretary Myrna Cabotaje said this would require Filipinos to get
a booster to have a fully vaccinated status, which is often required before a person can travel
and physically report to work.

"We recognize that boosters are very important, kasalukuyang tayong nire-review kung pwede
nang i-include ang booster or third dose as part of primary series (we are currently reviewing
proposals if we can include the booster or third dose as part of primary series)," she said in a
Laging Handa briefing on Saturday.

"We may encourage the need for a booster dose so baka kailangan ng booster card (so we
might also need a booster card)," she added.

Cabotaje said the DOH, in the meantime, would strategize ways to encourage more Filipinos
to get their third doses.

"In the next two to three weeks tingnan natin kung ano ang puwede pa nating isagawa para
makumbinsi ang ating mga mamamayanan magkaroon ng booster doses (In the next two to
three weeks let's see how we can encourage others to get their booster doses)," she said.

The statement comes following the proposal of Presidential Adviser for Entrepreneurship Joey
Concepcion to require a booster card to ensure that Filipinos will get their third dose of
coronavirus vaccine shot.

Concepcion noted that with the increased mobility, especially during the campaign period,
Filipinos would need additional protection against coronavirus disease 2019. (PNA)

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1171269
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PANGAKONG NATUPAD NA ! =

Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5-

OilnUFJw&ab channel=SamAlburo

MANILA BAY DOLOMITE BEACH UPDATE APRIL 1, 2022

G0 views - Apr 1, 2022 15 3 0GP DISLIKE 4~ SHARE 3¢ CLIP =% SAVE

@ sem Alburo SUBSCRIBE
A.16K subscribers

Manila Day Rehabilitatior

Kababayar new update natin sa Manila bay may bagcng dating na white sand.

SHOW MORLC
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~MANILA _,BAY UPDATE

1:03:59

Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8k-

kCBZgBw&ab channel=MizJuly

' MANILA BAYWALE DOLOM TE BEACH

MANILA BAY NAG SANIB PWERSA MULI SILA! Miz July

2,077 views = Streamed live 23 hours ago b 192 G DISLIKE 2> SHARE 3 CLIP =+ SAVE ...
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NISILAISA GANDA

Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2B3v-OdUpds

& MANILABAY

MANILA EAY DOLOMITE BEACH UFDATE : UNANG BESES PA LANG NAMANGHA NA
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@ Sam Alburo SUBSCRIBE
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Manlla Bay Rehabllltation

Kababayyan new update natin sa Manila bay tuloy tuloy pc ang paglilinis sa loob ng Dolomite

SHOW MORE
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Please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71FD-

M5Ax4E&ab channel=enqr.berto

fianilaBayUpdalic fDolomitcBeach ifBattlcFerManilaBay
MASAMANG EPEKTO NG DOLOMITE, ITO NA BA YUN?

34,133 views = Apr 1, 2022 mh 1.6k LM DISLIKE 4 SHARE 3 CLIP =+ SAVE

engr. bEI"-U. JOIN SUBSCRIBE
m 194K subscribers

#ManilaBayUpdate #DolomiteBeach
#BattleForManilaBay

SHOW MORE
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