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Making environmental action
and sustainability matter
A recent media event held at

the Department of Envi
ronment and Natural Re
sources to celebrate World

Environment Day, led by DENR
Secretary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga, was
a showcase of some of the strategic
partnerships that the DENR has
entered into with the private sector
and with LGU's (local government
units), in order to help accelerate
environmental action and sustain
ability. And what was great to note
was how these partnerships have a
strong, positive impact on the com
munities that live in the localities
where the synergies are occurring.

What I liked about the event
was how it turned environmen
tal action and sustainability into
achievable goals, with realistic
targets to pursue. Too often, we've
been presented both concepts as
pie-in-the-sky objectives and/or
dream aspirations, with ideas such
as carbon emissions neutrality
eliciting blank stares or "kamot-
scratching" moments. Filipinos are
"ma-pride," and 1 know so many
will just dismiss talk of sustainabil
ity with "Alam ko na yan," or with
a nod and a raising of the eyebrows.

So this was DENR and Sec. Toni
Yulo-Loyzaga presenting a diverse
number of initiatives that specifi
cally speak of combatting climate
change, arresting the proliferation

of plastic waste, and advocating the
UN sustainabiiity goals - in a con
crete manner that the communities
directly affected could appreciate
and/or participate in.

Present on the rostrum were
representatives from the Japanese
trading giant Marubeni, the Swiss
cement company Holcim, the Ra-
zon-led Prime Infrastructure Capi
tal, Inc., the familiar SM Supermalls
and San Miguel Corporation, and
surprise participants DMCI Mining
Corporation and Makilala Mining
Company, Inc., - surprising to me.
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ENGINEER BIEN MATED VP for Operations,
SM Supermalls.

because we '
don't im
mediately heard it

mining with THROUGH THE
r'tfen' GRIPE-VINE:
there were OUR NEW

abnormal
Inc., and PHIIIPCUUNJIENG
Basic Envi
ronment Systems and Technolo
gies, Inc.

Did I not mention diverse? And
yet, there was a common thread
running through all these corporate
entities and their specific initiatives
- and how they're working with the
DENR. It was about the DENR man
tra on natural resources — protect,
rehabilitate, restore and regenerate,
and the mantra on waste — reduce,
reuse, recycle.

I was especially taken by the SM
Supermalls presentation, and how
there was diversity and a multi-
pronged approach to addressing
environmental issues. They had
a Cash for Trash program, solar
panels on mall rooftops, indoor
gardens, water storage and treat
ment facilities, weekend markets
for farmers' produce, plus disaster
resilient construction features.

Further to this forum, other ac
tivities marked the DENR and Phil

ippine Environment
Month. A Luntiang
Puso - WomeninAc- ^ _
tionfor Environment
Awarding Ceremony %
recognized women's
organizations and
their contributions 'Tija
to the planning, im-

monitoring of Envi-
ronmental Manage-
ment Bureau (EMB)
projects.

In partnership
with the United Na- CELEBRATING WORLD ENI
tions Development with VInce Dizon of PrI
Programme Philip- Marubeni,
pines and the Climate
Change Commission, the nationwide
campaign of LOOPFORWARD: Linking
Opportunities and Partnerships To
wards Circular Economy through EPR
was launched last June 19. The aim of
this campaign is to gather knowledge,
awareness and support for the Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) Act of
2022. This law addresses the misman
agement of plastic waste, and upholding
circularity.

A marine litter learning activity was
held on June 21-23, a joint initiative of
the DENR and UN-Habitat Philippines,
with strong representation from youth-
led organizations that foster spreading
awareness on marine litter and its impact
on communities and wildlife. Loyzaga
recognizes how important it is to engage
the youth and have them ally with the
DENR; as they are the more passionate,
and more invested.

Just the other day, on June 30, the
DENR-Environmental Management Bu-

CELEBRATING WORLD ENV

ENT FO

IRONMENT DAY, DENR Sec. TonI Yulo-Loyzaga (right),
with VInce Dizon of Prime Infrastructure Capital, and Shimoda Shigeru of
Marubeni.

reau (EMB) launched the Luntiarig Puso
- Outstanding Community Livelihood
Projects Through Local Waste Recovery.
While it may be a mouthful to read out,
it's the EMB recognizing livelihood pro
grams initiated by communities in their
effort to reduce and recover wastes. It's
part of raising environmental conscious
ness at the grass roots and barangay
level, by recognizing and rewarding
their efforts.

While we may still be in the midst of
the struggle to significantly reduce plastic
waste, the DENR, through the leadership
of Sec. Yulo-Loyzaga is taking a multi-
pronged approach to addressing the issue
of plastic waste, and sustainability, and
seeking across the board support for their
efforts and programs. We should recog
nize the value of these initiatives and lend
our support in any way possible - even
if on a soft impact manner, every little
bit helps, as it's all about fostering the
right mindset.
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Centuiy Pacific launches 'Saving Our Seas'
campaign for circular economy, biodiversity
CENTURY Pacific Food Inc.

(CNPF), one of the leading
branded food and bever

age manufacturing companies in
the Philippines, has taken another
step toward achieving cleaner seas
with the launch of its new Saving
Our Seas Campaign.

Established in 1986, Century
Tuna.thecountry'sleadingcanned •
tuna brand, aims to lead in pro
moting the circular economy and
biodiversity in partnership with
impact organization HOPE through
its "Aling Tindera Waste-to-Cash"
program.

Carlo Endaya, CNPF's vice
president and generalmanagerfor
Century Tuna, said, "The Philip
pines is among the top contribu
tors of plastic waste in the world,
posing a threat to communities
and marine life."

Endaya added: "Conversely, this
presents an opportunity to unlock
value in plastic waste and prevent it
from leaking into nature by incen-
tivizing critical movers in the cycle
and creatingacircular economy—a
win-win scenario for both people
and the planet."

In the campaign. Century Tuna's
initiative kicked off in Mabini,
Batangas, globally renowned for
its lush marine life and biodiver
sity and a haven for scuba drivers.

A total of 212 volunteers, includ
ing Century Tuna Ambassador AI-
denRichardsand the Century Tuna
Superbods, collected805 kilograms
of trash, among the largest volumes
collected in the area.

To encourage the residents to get
involved, multiple plastic waste col-

'I
S/ 'I SavJNd

lection points were installed within
thecoastalareas, where community
members can sell plastic trash in
exchange for cash.

The drop offpoints are managed
by community's sari-sari (variety)
store owners from HOPE's Aling
Tindera Program.

The women micro-entrepreneurs
collect the plastic waste and have
them properly recycled and upcycled
back into the circular economy.

There are currently more than
100 Aling Tindera sites in the
country.

Plastic waste accumulated from
Aling Tindera sites is then sold to
the Plastic Credit Exchange (PCX),
generating income for the women.

PCX is a global plastic solutions
platform and credit exchange with
anecosystemofpartner companies,who can process, recycle and up-
cycle post-consumer plastic waste
into useful materials or energy.

Furthermore, PCX converts re-
cycled/upcycled plastic waste into
plastic credit, creating an offset
ting mechanism for companies who
want to reduce their plastic waste
footprint and commit to Net Zero
Plastic Waste.

"TheSavingOurSeas Campaign
goes beyond beach cleanups," En
daya explained.

It is a proactive approach to sus-
tainability and in securing future
food supply by creating systemic
change through partnerships and
community engagement, he said.

"We believe this is relevant and
necessary, especially in light of the
EPR [Extended Producer Responsi
bility] law," he added.

The EPR Act of 2022 required
companies to establish programs
that would reduce their produc
tion, importation, supply, or use of
plastic products, such as reduction
initiatives, recycling, and offset
ting platforms.

Century Tuna further aims to
extend its reach nationwide, em
phasizing the importance of plas
tic pollution prevention at home.

Endaya pointed out the need
for every Filipino to participate in
the campaign, regardless of their
proximity to coastal areas, saying
that plastic pollution prevention
starts within our homes."

"We encourage responsible plas
tic waste managementand promote
the use of recovery facilities, such

as the Aling Tindera sites, which
are conveniently located nation
wide. This is a message we want to
convey to the public."

With these programs, CNPF af-
firms its commitment to reducing
its plastic waste footprint.

The company has a 3P sustain
ahilitystrategy—Protein DeliveryPlanet Preservation and People
Development.

Undertheenvironmentalpilla.the company made a commitment
to achieve Net Zero Plastic foor
print in 2019.

As of 2022, all its brands that
utdize flexible plastic packagin'have been certified as Net Zero
Plastic Waste brands by PriceWa-
terhouseCoopers through a part-
nership with PCX.

"Embracing more responsible
and sustainable business practices
IS front and center at Century We
strive to operate in a way where
progress, growth and sustainahil-
ity are inextricably linked. Doing
so hopefully secures our longevity

.as a food company, enabling us to
provideaffordablenutritiontoFilipmo families for many more years
and beyond," Endaya said.
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Group takes action to reforest mountain range
MANGATAREM, Pangasinan: Every week,
Celso Salazar and a group of vol-

flLunteers would drive to an area
vDTjilong the scenic Daang Kalikasan
noithat links this town to Sta. Cruz in
JZambales province.

They would bring with them
seedlings of native trees to be
planted on the Pangasinan side
of the Zambales Range. They
would also bring jugs of water
to wet the seedlings they had
previously planted.

The trip last Sunday, June 25,
was no different from the other

j^rips his group had done since
jrj^021. Only this time, Salazar was
^j^th a group of teachers from the
^rbiztondo National High School

"in Urbiztondo, Pangasinan.
ho- "We were only 20 when we startedP'^lanting here," said Salazar, a forest-
' ,er and president of the Pangasinan

^vlativeTree Enthusiasts (PNTE).
"But then, we were eventually

.],joticed in social media, so that
y^achers, students and nongovem-
;^!,pent organizations of all lands re

quested us to allow them to join our
tree-planting activities," he added.

Today, PNTE has more than
1,200 members.

Salazar said that after registering
PNTE with the Securities and Ex
change Commission, he applied at
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) for
a 20-hectare site to reforest under
the National Greening Program.

"Since 2021, we have planted
around 5,000 native trees in the area.
We have also planted close to 150
native tree species, out of the 3,600
native tree species that we have in the
country. These are mostly unknown to
the Pangasinensq" Salazar said.

Among the native trees that were
planted in the area are arangen,
dao, lamio, ipil supa, tibig hauli,
alim, binunga, batino, molave,
lanete, tuai and narra.'

Salazar said that there are also
native trees similar to cherry blos
soms, such as malabulak, banaba,
bagawak morado, balai lamok, pa-
guringon and patalsikpula, which

is one of the rarest native trees.
"We intend to bring more native

trees from the different parts of the
country," Salazar said.

Salazar's enthusiasm to plant
native trees began when he was
still a DENR executive.

"One of my dreams was to plant
native trees. But then, we were only
limited to planting mahogany
and narra, so when 1 got tired and
retired, I made a covenant with my
self that I'm going to restore native
trees in Pangasinan," Salazar said.

Last February, his group was
among the signatories to a memo
randum of agreement with Gov. Ra
mon Guico 3rd and various groups
that would help provide a long-term
solution to climate change

''Our role will be to interface
the planting of native trees as a
nature-based solution to climate
change," Salazar said.

Asked why his group chose
to plant native trees, he said,
"Natiye trees are very resilient.
They also preserve biodiversity

in Philippine forests."
To ensure a high survival rate for

the trees they have planted, Salazar
launched Project Dilig Kalinga
para sa Punong Katutubo, where
volunteers join the trip to the re
forestation area to water the trees.

"In five to ten years, we will see
fully grovra trees. We used to plant
1.5-foot-high seedlings. Now, we are
planting bigger trees," Salazar said.

Aldde Amador, former provincial
envirorunent and natural resoiuces
officer in Tarlac province, said that
it is high time for the DENR to
promote the planting of native trees.

"It's better that we bring back
the native trees all over the coun
try," said Amador, who is also a
PNTE member.

A longtime resident of this town
said that native trees used to cover the
mountains. But, he added, massive
deforestation decimated the forests.

"Sana dumami ulit ang mga
puno (I wish there will be more
trees again)," he said.

GABRIEL CARDINOZA
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Japan plans to dump nuclear
wastewater near the Philippines

poorest sectors of our society. In September 2016,
then-senator Francis Pangilinan reported that the
average fishermen earned PI78 a day. But their lot
improved significantly under the administration of
former president Rodrigo Duterte.

According to a Philippine Statistics Authority
report, from 2015 to 2018 poverty decreased
across the board for fishing communities facing
the WPS, and their catch even increased.

Fisherman Sofrinio Lopez told the media that
Filipino fishermen in the WPS are not experiencing
harassment from the Chinese, and asks why the
media are entering the area when everyone knows
that it will only provoke tensions (PTVUlat Bayan).

'There is peaceful co-existence between Chinese and
Filipino fishermen," an Inquirer story in 2019 quoted
Eric Naboa, president of Jhe Cato Fishermen Association.

Life has significantly improved for our fishermen
on Pag-asa Island

For the first time, the remote fishing village saw
24/7 electricity, new road inffastmctures, a nevv pier
and runway, and supply of fishermen boats, which led
to an increase in tourism, as well as the villagers' pro
ductivity, said Larry Hugo, president of the Kalayaan
Palawan Farmers Fishermen Association, in a report
by SMNI, which sent to the WPS a reporter wlio was
after an accurate story, not sensationalized u. ma.

What is often not reported is the significant growth in
income enjoyed by the fishermen-tumed-boatmen/tour
guides, especially those who are the beneficiaries of the

inaeased number of Asian travelers. At the peak ofChinese
arrivals before the pandemic, the fishermen reported that
their incomes inaeased at least three to four times. But
there ^e now reports that our Philippine consulates in
China arelimitingthe issuance ofvisas and charging excess
fees. Who stands to gain from such maneuvers?

As IDSI has written in the past and facts on the ground
have proven: 'We have achieved relative peace in ̂ e SCS
(South China Sea) with China and other neighbors, our
fishermen reported inaeased fish catch on top of major
economic benefits received from China to develop our
economy (aaoss trade, infrastmcture, technology, agridrl-
ture; education, etc) — all gained not from military ^-
ances, but from peaceful engagements already benefiting
millions of our kababayan (countrymen)."

Some Philippine politicians and media seem to
now like playing up issues, instead of clarifying situ
ations, that they often have not researched on very
much in US and Western style instead of the Asian
approach of looking for common ground.

The forces that create division and hostility'in
nations in the world are now in the Philippine^

We should make every effort to keep out th'ese
provocateurs who profit from military conflicts they
stir up with their NGOs, think tanks, media networks,
and eventually, by their command of our armed
forces; but at the cost of the lives of the countries
they enter, not their own in the hundreds of thbu-
sands killed like in Ukraine, Iraq, Libya, Afghanistan,
Venezuela, etc. Time for the Filipinos to "get smart!"

#
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Reclamation
activities in

monitored;

one project
By BETHEENA UNITE

The Department of Environment !
and .Natural Resources. (DENR) is '
undertaking a cuinulative impact as
sessment, on reclamation projects hi
Manila Bay and. has already
flagged one party for potenti^ ^ 4

Reclamation activities in

one project
non-compliance wath government
regulations. , .

Environment Secretary Maria
^tonia Yulo-Loyzaga, in a recent
Palace hnefing, said arc novv
looking St tfle CoinipMnce, of those
who have already begun their rec^
lamation prbjects. in the bay.

She said "there are discussions
ongoing wifli at least bhe paiiy" over
£ompliahce issues.

"fheyvdll'^baiiedtofo^
nicd (Sotifef ence to see whiter
(esplanntion po sila ia mga in-ob-
serve napotbnfl#non«eompliance
(fliey have an< bi^Ianation on the
potential noh-compliance that was
observed)," Loyzaga said.

Loysaga ibared this as several
groups have urged President Marcosi
to unconditionally revoke ail Envi-.
ronmental oompiianee Certificates
(ices) for the' Maaii^ Bay reclama^
tion .projiieta-

•"'Mght how% What T have been

impact assessment and so we, are
undertaking that."

The DENR chief said they are
using the baseline of the Mianila '
Bay iustainable Development Mas-

lato md comparing, it with the
teGhnfcal descriptiotis of all the
vdififerenl'.reclamation projects in - i
MaihlaBay. |

The Maiiila Bay $ustainableDevelopment Master Plan was con-
trsct^dtiflng the previous admin-

ReGlamatioiis
'  impede SC task

^  Complicating the mattef, she
further said, Was the Supreme
Court's decision tasktef flae DtNR
together with other agencies ^
rehabilitate Manila Bay. '

"What we are concerned about ? «
flmt out itask in t^s of Implement-
mg that mandmags, o^y, jg
aUy aomg to ibe impeded by somk

developments," * ®

the fast fMieet^eimtnaiiO
doneion imiiidiWdnai basis.
aky po, ang .(thej prai^ whenever
yon have sevemi pmlects in a single
ecosystern, you heed a cumulative

"We have a mandaiiitis that

ajy evaluate theof all wf tu- ImfeZ

■
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Japan plans to dump nuclear
wastewater near the Philippines

fJl

 'JAPAN is set to start dumping 1.3
million tons of nudear wastewater

.from the Fukushima Daiichi Nudear
Power Plant into the Pacific Ocean,
estimated to take at least 40 years to
finish Why are most of the Philip
pines' media and lawmakers quiet?
, Would the same silent treatment .
fre extended if the subject was China?

ThefisheimeninFukushimathem-
"sdves and other fishing communities
in Japan have protested Tokyo's deri
sion to release the wastewater into the
^ean, even though thelokyo Electric
Power Co. (Tepco) has offered them
compensation. People from South

-Korea, Padfic Island nations and
the Philippines have also protested
Japan's unilateral dedsion. Leaders
from neighbouring nations have also
yoked their concerns, and reasonably
Requested for adequate and transpar-
^t consultation and time to be given
itp better assess the potential iiripacts.

Even the Group of Seven (07) did
pot give its unanimous support to the
jnovq in contrast to Japan's daims
that the G7 'Velcomes the release
^Fukushima wastewater." German
Environment Seaetaiy Steffi Lemke
(Ratified that while she respected the
efforts of [Japan] after the nudear acd-
dent Germany couldn't wdcome the
discharge of the contaminated water.
The G7 communique does not say the
iG7 ministers "wdcome" the rdease of
the water, but instead says they "sup
port the IAEA's (International Atomic
Energy Agency) independent review
... and that it will not cause arry harm
tp humans and the environment"

. Scientists, like Ferenc Dalnoki-
Veress, a Nobd Prize laureate in phys
ics who worked at the Max Planck
Institute for Nudear Physics in Ger
many and Princeton University, and
who was part of a team to review the
^ety measures Tepco implemented,

NEW WORLDS
(The IDS! Corner)

MARIO
FERDINAND

PASION

JAPAN TO
DUMP NUCLEAR
WASTEWATER
INTO PACIFIC
OCEAN

said: "It's like a student handing in a
poorly written assignment with no
effort... I found so many problems.
Then, when we met with Tepco, they
dumped a massive PowerPoint two
hours before the meeting...!"

In fairness, Japan Times allowed
the position ofthe team ofsdentists,
representing the 18-nation Padfic
Island Eomm, to be published. -Ihe
bottom line," the sdentists said, "is
that it is impossible to assess the
impact of any release plan without
first knowing what is in the tanks..."

"Once the discharge commences,
the opportunity to examine total
costs and weigh the ocean discharge
option against other altematives will
have been lost" they warned.

The US National Assodation of
Marine Laboratories, an organiza
tion of more than 100 member-
laboratories, also expressed their op
position, "there is a lack of adequate
and accurate sdentific data support
ing Japan's assertion ofsafety and an
abundance of data demonstrating
serious concerns about releasing

If

I NEW WORLDS IDS! IMAGE

Japan has denied but the IAEA has
remained quiet about The UK's The
Independent did report in May 2022
that Japan vras to donate $2 million
to the IAEA for its efforts to secure the
safety of Ukraine's nudear fadlities.

Japan has rejected available alter
native, more expensive, options of
storage and discharge

Double standard of
Senator Hontiveros?

radioactively contaminated water,"
The Western media often indude

the IAEA report that backs the safety
of Fukushima wastewater release as
some sort of safety assurance but
this fails to question the inherent
conflict of interest, given that the
agency is supposed to promote the
use of nudear eneigy. There is also a
foreign report, based on an anony
mous source, that Tepco donated
1 million euros to the IAEA, which

Have Senators Risa Hontiveros and
Francis Tolentino extended support
for our fishermen who have pleaded
for Japan to delay the wastewatefs
rdease? The lawmakers would rather
have the Filipino taxpayers pay for
the bringing of the West Philippine
Sea (WPS) issue against China to the
United Nations, which the Inquirer
and the Philippines Star headlined
on their front pages, but hardly a
mention on the rallying cries by the
fisherfolks and environmentalists
against Japan's plans to dump nudear
wastewater into the ocean.

Is Hontiveros aware that:
- 147 countries ignored the

Permanent Court of Arbitration

(PGA) decision?
- 33 countries, indudingthe Euro

pean Union, "acknowledge the ruling
but do not call for compliance"?

- Seven countries oppose the
award, induding Russia and Taiwan?

- Only seven countries demand
ed that China comply with the
award — the US is not a signa
tory to the Undos (United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea),
and the rest are mostly US allies?

This information was first re
ported by Rigoberto Tiglao in his
Manila Times column. His source?
"The Asian Maritime Transparency
Institute, a think-tank/propaganda
platform the Washington-based
Center for Strategic and Intemation-
al Studies set up to disseminate US
views on the South China disputes."

Did Hontiveros ask Taiwan's
leader Tsai Ing-wen why Taipei
opposed the PGA dedsion?

Untold stories of our
fishermen In WPS

It is an unfortunate tmth that our
Filipino fishermen have been the

>'IDSIA6
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MAYOR
ABBY BINAY

REMINDS

MAKATIZENS
OF THEIR

ENVIRONMENTAL

during the first-ever
Gawad Kalikasan held last
Jurie 27 at the Makati City
Hall, Makati Mayor Abby
Binay delivered an inspirinq
speech during her State of
the Environment Address
reminding her constituents'
of their responsibiiity to
empower communities
toward the collective
journey of achieving
sustainable climate goals,

"'t is incumbent upon
to other localities and
to share our knowledge
experiences, and best

:  P^^ctices to help them attain
■  climate goals. Sucha huge responsibility calls

I  for every Makatizen to do
i l Sh ?>?ti;;^S'"9 the1  she said. ^"^"^°timent," .

Binay also called uoon T
the Makatizen's cooperauo^ I
and unity, which have ^

r  brought significant efforts in
;; championing sustainabilitw 1

I  in the city as a vital part I
I . of their present and future
fesswccess." , ®

The "GTwad fTaTikasan
recognizes the stakeholders'
efforts in rehabilitating,
conserving, and preserving
the city's environment while
documenting conducive
approaches and increasing
the community's compliance
with environment-related
ordinances.

It also coincides with
June as the Philippine
Environment Month.

Several baVangays,
private sectors,
departments, offices, and
other stakeholders took
home the recognition for
their outstanding efforts
toward environmental
protection within Makati.
Patricia Taculao

JUL 02 m.
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MAKATI SOLON BACKS PBBM'S
BIDTO REUSE METRO MANILA
floodwater for irrigation

Marcos in a statement last Sunday.
recycle Metro Manila's'sTo^r^aterfor 90 oercent ^ f supplying
agricultural irrigation in surrounriinn Metro Manila's water
provinces has cirawn the support of a ^ngat also provides
senior member of Congress ff ? irngate some 28,000 hectares"We are all for it. Assuming the p°o n"c^ out"
government can establish npv>,large stormwater reservoirs for farm wa?T°f remarks came as Angat's

SSSHiS ^Represent,:, .pf. c/Xr/a-d"

■  ,

If Angat Dam supplies Metro Manila and nearby provinces with water ' i

pjThe dam's standard high water level is in Norzagaray, Bulacan, had stoppedtIs 210 meters. releasing farm irrigation water to
,  In previous dry spells, Angat, which conservewatersupplyforMetroManila.

_  Initially, President Marcos s;,!^
the government plans to ta
multibillion-peso annual budqew ®flood control projects to create?
stormwater impounding areas fn.f
irrigation purposes. '"'^''arm

Stormwater refers to ey
groundwater from heavv r
which causes flooding untu'^^'
drained into natural waterwav
as rivers and lakes.

Campos had previously fiun
Resolution No. 906, whichfor a congressional inquiry f
"unsuccessful implementar^°the Rainwater Collection and^^*^"
Development Law 1989. P'^'Ogs

The 34-year-old law requi
Department of Public VVor?^
Highways to construct rai
collectors in all barangays. "^Water

Reod the full stor^,
manilastandard.net. ^ on
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40 areas'at risk
•̂ li

from
[

talarmmg' ^4'

BY CATHERINE S.VALENTEForty areas in the Phil
ippines are "at most
risk" because of the cli

mate crisis, which a govern
ment official has described
as "alarming."

Climate Change Commission (CCC)
Vice Chairman and Executive Director
Robert Borje said these areas, which were
identified by the Department of the Inte
rior and Local Government (DUG), were
considered as the most vulnerable to the
impacts of extreme weather.

"There are 40. There have been 40
that have been identified by the DUG,
and they're the focus of the whole-of-a-governnaent approach on what needs
to be done," Borje said during a media
interface on Friday.

Borje stressed that the Philippines,
though a minor contributor to climate
change globally, is one of the most vulner
able countries to its effects.

"The climate crisis is alarming not just
inihe Philippines but in the entire world.

" Vvniy?The IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change) has already identified

>CrisisA2
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40 areas'at i
it as an existential threat. When it s an
existential threat, it means that our
life is at risk," Borje said.

He said that it becomes "more
alarming for countries like the Phil
ippines because we are a developing
country, we are an archipelago and we
are situated where we are."

Asked to name those most vulner
able areas in the country, Borje said,
"We can't preempt, we can't tell them
yet because this might be the subject
of pressure. There's a protocol already
that's followed."

He said, however, that there are
■ 35 from different parts of the coun

try that will be visited and will be
up "for assessment."

Local climate
action plan

Borje encouraged local govern
ment units (LGUs) to formulate
their own Local Climate Change
Action Plans (LCCAP) that would
serve as their plan for enhancing
local climate resilience.

"Our LCUs are encouraged to have
their own local climate change action

'  plan, LCCAP. That's the parmership
of the CCC with the DILC that we
want to reach 100 percent," he said
in mixed English and Filipino.,

Borje said that LCUs can also
submit climate adaptation proposals
to access the People's Survival Fund
(PSF), a grant facility for initiatives
that will help communities deal withthe impacts of climate change.

"It's meant to be a supplementary
fUnd for an LCU that has a climatechange-related projert. You m go toPSFforfunding,"theCCCoffiaalsaid

"Right now, we've already received
a lot of applications, and we are m the
phase of assessing and making me
visit to the LCUs that have applied

for PSF," he said!
The PSF is an annual allocation for

LCUs and acaedited o^anizations to
carry out climate adapution projects
that include water resources manage-
menL land management, agriculture
and fisheries, health, and other activi
ties that serve as guarantee for the risk
insurance needs of farmers, agricultural
workers and other stakeholders.

The PSF is managed and adminis
tered by the People's Survival Fund
Board, which is headed by the Depart
ment of Finance.

LCUs with high poverty inci
dence, are exposed to climate risks
and have a key biodiversity area,
that will be prioritized. |

The PSF was aeated under Rep|ub-
.  lie Act 10174, which amended ;the

Climate Change Act of 2009. yhe
Pl-billion replenishable annual; al
location intends to provide supjjort
on top of the year appropriatibns
to LCUs for climate change-reldted
programs and projects. ,;

Meanwhile; the CCC official 'reit
erated President Ferdinand Marcos
It's continuing mandate to workTor
"climate justice." it

"The vision of the President; has
;  been very clear, and his order, nas
1  been very clear. We work for diiiiate

justice and then we work on the bksis
)  of our responsibility as a responsible
5  member of the international ccjm-
1  munity. So. that means we do wha^ we
s  can based on our commitments ^nd

our obligations," Borje said. i \
"But again, that also means thai we

are aware that it's not just the prob
lem that we have to solve, that has
to be solved by other stakeholderjs as
well. That's when the commitments
of the developing countries come in,
kick in, and that is something that
we should harness to the Philippines'
advantage," he added. ;

JUL 02 Isii
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alarming; 40 areas at risk
rreC

I  th

limate Change Cpm-
i'ssion (CCC) has said
at climate crisis is be-^

J|L concoming "more alarming"
for the Philippines Mth around 40
areas in the country considered
most vulnerable to weather ex
tremes fueled by climate change.

In a media interface hdkl Friday
night at Malacanan Compound
in San Miguel, Manila, CCC vice
chairperson and executive director
Robert Boije ^tressed the need to
improve the country's climate ac
tion plan to achieve resiliency and
sustainability,

«The dimate crisis is alining
potjustinlhePhilippinesbutinthe
entire world. Why?The IPCC [Intm-
governmental' Panel on Climate
Change] has already identified it
as an existential toeat Vhen it's
an eristential threat,, ibig sabihin
buhay na ms nakamya dito (it

hne)," Sofje! sgaM "itit it ifeomiSi

Philippines because we are a developing
country, we are an archipelago and we
are situated t^ere we are."

While the Marcos administration is
"on the right path" toward addressmg
climate change, JBOije said it "can always
do better" to mit^te the effects of "his
toric, ̂ obd and systemic" phenomenon
on'thecountryi . 1

"May iba't ibang program-
ang ^agawa ang pamahalaan pero
Idnateilangan pa talagang i-ramp up
siya, paigtingin pa d^ nag-iiba ang
nature ng hamon ng climate change
(The goveriiment is implementing vari
ous programs, but it needs to boost arid
strengthen its efforts because of the

about by climate change),*' he saicL
He said the CCC is m dose qootdina^

tion wi^ the Depmrndit of the interior
and Local Govenunent (DILG), which
is in (harge of identi^g the localities
that are most affected by climate change.

Hetefi]sedtoidentifythe.4oareasthat
are at riric of dimiate disaster but noted
that 3$ of these ate "for assessment"

^ije said the cooperation between
the CCC and the DlLG aims tomake Sure
that 100 p^cent of the local government
units (IGUs) naidonwide are implement-

leu;

Action Plans (LCCAPs).
He added that the 40 highly vulner

able areas are the "focus of me vriiole-
of-govermnent aj^proach,'^ consid®ing
mat climate change has an a^yerse
impact On the country's devdopmout

<Yuh ai^ parthership ng CCC with the
DHG, na ̂ istn naming umabot ng (That
istheparmerShipoftheCCCwiththeDnjG

that we want to achieve) 100 percent We
know tlmt the system is not perfect We
wantbetta; quality for LCCAP," Borje
"So, the coherent and.int^mted appn^m
would perhaps become one of the bigger
diallaiges that we have so diete will be
mstitutional aid systemic solutioiis to the
prpbleiiis that we have."

Data from the CCC showed that
LCCAP submissions increased by 95
percerit from 715 submissions in 2021
to 1,397 as of Dec. 31,2022.

The CCC's target is to have ioq
percent compliance from 1,715 lgitc
by 2024. '

The LCCAP, which serves as the
LGU's plan for enhancing local dimatg
resilience, indudes information on fit,
forrpurpose climate actions anchored
on site-spe^c risks and vulnerabilities

Borje said the CCC also seeks to sten
up parteershipvrith the private Sector and
its development papers to intensify thecountry's fi^t against climate change

The PWlippines has allocated
billion, or nine parent of its total na
tional budget, for dimate change adap-

4UUCUIU uur^uuii progranis mis year
Clirriate action and dieter resilience

are among the expenditure priorities
mut are reflected in the 2024 budget
priorities ffamework, the Department
of Budget and Managanent said earH<»
this month-. ■ .The CCC is me lead policy-makins
bomf of the government tasked to co-ordinate, monitor, and evaluate gov
ernment programs and ensure main-
streaming of diinate change in national
local, and sectoral" development plans
toward a dimate-resilient and dimate-
smart Philippines. (PNA) '
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Criticism ot;WB climate

funding misses the mark
OVER the past several months, ^ ROUGH

finandne for climate chanse iji TRADEV^finandng for dimale change
response has attracted a great deal of
attention, most ofit unfavorable. The

general global consensus is that there
is not nearly enou^ investment in
dimale adaptation and mitigation,
panicuiariy for the most dimate-
vulnerable countries, and tliat what

investment is being made is being
misdirected and characterized as 'di-

mate funding' when it really is not
The World Bank, as the largest and

most capable ofthe world's develop
ment finance institutions, has been

the target of much of the criticism,
some of it justified; after all, it has
spent the last several j'sarsbdng led by
an appointee of the former occupant
ofthe White 1 louse a dimate denier

at heart who perfectly refleaed the
previous US administration's lack of '
dynamism. Even under the retired

, David Malpass, howera; the World
Bank was aware of the Rowing per-
ceptionsofahugeglobal fundinggap,
and embarited on a series of reforms

intended to address that, as wdl as

other ineffidendes in the institution.

After this process began, which
coindded with tlie arrival of the new

World Bank president Ajay Banga,
a rather liarsh report was published
by the Center for Global Develop
ment (CCD) that presented the
findings of a study of World Bank's
dimate finandng from 2000-2022.
The researchers wrote, "We find thati ^
finandng is skewed toward mitiga
tion projects. These projects lack,-
estimates of greenhouse g^ (GHC)
emissions reductions, and there is
no standardized reporting on GHG
estimates across the portfolio. Further,

^ hiindreds of projects tagged dimate
• — many in poorer countries — ap
pear to have little to do with climate

' diange mitigation or adaptation.' '
In other words, 'dimate projects

funded by the World Bank and
: int^d^ to reducfe GHG emissions
' gerier^lyciid not have a way to mea

sure whether they had actually done
so; too many projects were direaed

I  toward mitigation — i.e, emissions '
j  and other environmental impact
reductions — which apply to more
middle-and upper-income countries
than the poorer and more dimate-
vulncrable ones; and many projects '
were recorded as being climate-
related without having an obvious
connection to dimate action.

These are alanhing condusions
because they imply, first of all, that
there are many unmet needs, which

in the case ofdimate adaptation veiy
wdl could result in losses of property, i
livdihoods and lives. They also im- 1
ply that a considerable amount of <
donor funds — the money capable :
World Bank member-countries ;
contribute to the institution to i
funddevelopmentandotherproj- j
ects — has been going to waste. i
And these kinds of conclusions t

are a concern for the Philippines, t
because not only is this one of r

tliose climate-vulnerable countries i
that are supposed to be the ben- r
eficiaries of the developed world's f
financial obligations, the World
Bank is one of the 'big three' in a
terms of development aid to this \

country, the others being the Asian r
Development Bank and the japan s
International Cooperation Agency, p
Whenever I see these kinds of g

reports, especially from credible ii
I  sources sudi as CGD, 1 tend to give a
'  tliem the benefit oftlte doubt, whidi tl

Is not actually the best perspective p
to take I suppose but it is frankly "

t, response to dimate change is, in
t- general,woefullyinadequatebogged
it down in red tape and bureaucracy,
g  and in far too many instances more
i- perfomiative than proactive It is easy

to find problems in the realm ofdi-
d  matepoIicyandaaion,andsowhen

an apparent one appears, the as-
T  sumption is that it is a problem that
I, is more often than not appropriate
s  In this case, however, it seems
y  the World Bank deserves some
t  ' credit rather than polite censure
r  both on a general scale and as it
I  relates to this country specifically,
f  AcarefulreadingoftheCGDstudy
1  reveals that, indeed, the problems it
1  identifies — mislabdcd projects, an

imbalance in favor ofdimate miiiga-
,  tion projects and a lad< of standards
>  for quantifying dimate mitigation
J  impacts — were commonplace in

the first half or two-thirds of the
I  2000-2022 timeframe covered by
'  the research, Ihings began to change

significantly in the 2015-2022 period,
1  however; the World Bank's overall

funding for dimate projects soared,
and in spite of there being some
misbalance between mitigation and
adaptation across its entire portfolio,

i - where it concerned low-income

countries — those with GDP (gross
dorneslic product) per capita of
between $1,086 and $4,255, which
indudes the Philippines — adapta
tion projects outweighed mitigation
projects in both the nurhber of indi
vidual projects and their dollar value

While miscategorization ofprojects
may have been a problem elskvhere

' ihatdoesnotappeartohawbeenthe
case here in the Philippines. There
are a total offive projects listed in the
i\}5pendix of the report as part of the

' stud/s datasel and all of them are
accuratdy described as either partial
mitigation or partial adaptation

' projects, niese indude tlie North-
wind Bangui Bay Project (2005); the
Ethano! Plant Wastew'ater Biogas
Project (2009)- Methane Recovery
frorh Waste Management Projea

' (2010); technical assistance for the
Risk Resiliency and Susiainabiiity
Program (2017); and the Customs
Modernization Program (2021),
the latter having a small 3.0 percent
counted as adaptation funding.
And, even though 1 am fairly certain

the timing was entirely coinddenlal,
on the same day the CDG repon
landed in my inbox, the Philippine
country office of the World Bank is
sued a press release announdng the
appro^^l of a $750-million loan to
the Philippines'(d ̂ ppOrl'ongoing
government reforms (o attraa private
investment in renewable energy;
enhance plastic waste management
through reduction, recovery and
recyding- promote green transport,
indudingthe use ofdeciricvehides;
and reduce dimate-related fiscal risks
from the agriculture sector.'

fetherthan being criticized forbad
acting in dimale funding it seems the
World Bank ought to be' credited for
recognizing at least some of its own
shortcomings and implementing im
provements, As I said, there are plenty
ofbad guys and problems to identif^
ft is just as important, however, to
acknowledge what seems to be on
the riglu track, so that good ideas and
practices can be copied and spread.
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Exposure to wildfire smoke affects voice,
hedth of endangered Bornean orangutans

Bornean orangutans are
one of three orangutan
species, all critically en

dangered. They thrive in carbon-
rich peat swamp forests on the
Indonesian island of Borneo.

These habitats are also the sites

of massive wildfires.

Indonesian wildfires in 2015

caused some of the worst fire-

driven air pollution ever recorded.
The fires were driven by an El Nino
climatic cycle, which caused espe
cially dry weather in the region.

Compared to other wildfires,
peatland fires smolder under
ground and produce exception
ally high levels of hazardousgases
and particulate matter—a leading
cause of global pollution-related
deaths and illnesses.

Orangutans are well known as
an "indicator species"—one that
can serve as a proxy for the health
of an ecosystem.

Changes in their environments
often cause conspicuous changes
in the apes' health and behavior.
Frequent and persistent exposure
to toxic smoke could have severe

consequences for orangutans and
other wildlife.

Toxic air pollution also poses
serious health and safety risks
for researchers. However, re
mote sensing techniques, such
as satellite images, GPS data
and acoustic monitoring, are in
creasingly popular ways to track
wildlife populations and see how
creatures respond to changes in
their environments.

I have studied the behavior,
ecology and acoustic communi
cation of wild primates in Indo

nesia since 2005. In a new study,
my co-authors and I investigated
how wild orangutans in Borneo
were affected by toxic emissions
from Indonesia's 2015 peatland
wildfires-by studying their voices.

Smoke exposure poses
long-term risks
AROUND the world, wildfires are
on the rise. They often produce a
thickblanket of haze that contains
diverse hazardous gases and par
ticulate matter (PM).

Most recently, smoke from Ca
nadian wildfires blanketed the
US East Coast and Midwest in
early June 2023, turning skies or
ange and triggering public health
alerts.

Studies have shown that hu
man health risks from wildfire
smoke include respiratory and car
diovascular illnesses, systemic in
flammation and premature death.

Much less is known about how

smoke affects wildlife, but in a pair
of studies published in 2021and
2022, scientists at the California
National Primate Research Cen
ter reported alarming findings.

After less than two weeks of
exposure to high concentrations
of PM—in particular, ultrafine
particles measuring less than 2.5
microns in diameter, which are
known as PM2.5—captive rhe
sus macaques suffered a spike in
pregnancy loss.
What s more, surviving fetuses

and infants suffered long-term
effects on lung capacity, immune
responses, inflammation, cortisol

levels, behavior and memory.
During Indonesia's 2015 fires.

■J' '■ • '

I'

A MALE Bornean orangutan in Taman Safari park
in Bogor, Indonesia. wikipediaccby-sa4.o

Borneo's air had PM concentra
tions nearly an order of magnitude
higher than the levels in these
studies. This made the potential
implications for people and wild
life who gasped through Indone
sia's wildfire smoke for nearly two
months extremely worrying.

Orangutans in the haze
I WAS Studying wild orangutans
in the forests of Indonesian Bor
neo when the 2015 fires started.
My colleagues and I at the Tua-
nan Orangutan Research Sta
tion tracked local fires and pa
trolled nearby hot spots to assess
the risk of fire spreading to our
research area.

Wearing N-95 masks, we con
tinued to monitor orangutans in
hopes of learning how the animals
were coping with encroaching fires
and thick smoke.

A few weeks into the fire season,
I noticed a difference in the sound
of the males' "long call," which was

the focus of my research. ..
Long calls are booming vocal

izations that can be heard over
distances of more than 1 kilome
ter. Orangutans are semi-solitary
and live in dispersed communities,
so these calls serve an important
social role.

Adult males make them to ad
vertise their prowess to listening
females in the area and to scare
off any eavesdropping rival males.

A couple of weeks after the
smoke had appeared, I thought
these males sounded raggedy—a
little like humans who smoke a lot

Weobservedtheorangutansfor
44daysduringthefires.untillargeblazes encroached on our study
area. At that point, we stopped the
study to help extinguish the blazes
with local firefighting teams and
other government and nonprofit
groups. Fires burned in our sfudy
area for three weeks.

Using data that we collected
before, during and after the fires,
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I led an analysis of this Bornean
orangutan'population's behavior
and health. My co-authors and I
found that in the weeks after the
fires, the apes reduced their activi
ties—resting more and traveling
shorter distances—and consumed
more calories than normal.

But although they were eating
more and moving less, we found
by collecting and testing the apes'
urine that they were still burning
stored fat—a sigh that they some
how were using up more energy.

We hypothesized that the
cause might be inflammation—
the swelling, fever, pain and fa
tigue that human and animal
bodies experience in response to
infection or injury.

Sentinel sounds
STUDIES have shown that when
humans are exposed to particu-
late matter, they can experience
inflammation, both in their re
spiratory tracts and throughout
their bodies.

We wanted to know whether in
haling wildfire smoke would cause
vocal changes in orangutans, just
as inhaling cigarette smoke does
in humans.

For this study, my co-authors
and I carefully analyzed more
than 100 sound recordings of
four male orangutans that we fol- ,
lowed before and during the fires
to measure their vocal responses
to wildfire smoke.

Research has shown that a suite
of vocal features—including pitch,
vocal harshness or hoarseness and
shaky voice—reflects the underly
ing health and condition of both

human and nonhuman animals.
We were looking for acoustic

clues about how this toxic air might
be affecting the orangutans.

During the fires and for several
weeks after the smoke cleared,
these males called less frequently
than usual.

Normally, orangutans call
about six times a day. But during
the fires, their call rate was cut in
half. Their voices dropped in pitch,
showing more vocal harshness and
irregularities.

Collectively, these features of
vocal quality have been linked
to inflammation, stress and dis
ease—including Covid-l9—in
human and nonhuman animals.

Listening to vocal spedes
INCREASINGLY frequent and pro
longed exposure to toxic smoke
could have severe consequences
for orangutans and other animals.

Our research highlights the ur
gent need to understand the long-
term and far-ranging effects of
peatland fires in Indonesia, which
is one of the most biodiverse coun
tries in the world.

By uncovering the linkages
between acoustic, behavioral and
energetic shifts in orangutans,
our study highlights, a way for
scientists and wildlife managers
to safely monitor the health of
orangutans and other animals.

Using passive acoustic moni
toring to study vocally active in
dicator species, like orangutans,
could unlock critical insights into
wildfire smoke's effects on wildlife
populations worldwide. Wen(fyM.£rb




