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The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has teamed up with the 

governments of South Korea and Germany to pursue development projects on marine litter 

management and peatlands conservation respectively, the agency announced on Friday, July 

1. 

The partnerships were formalized through the launching of the Enhancement of Marine Litter 

Management in Manila Bay (EMLM) Project and Ensuring Sustainable Benefits from 

Peatlands through Protection and Wise Use (ESBenePeat) Project on June 22, said former 

DENR Acting Sec. Jim Sampulna. 

The EMLM and EsBenePeat were implemented following the presentation of the pre-signed 

Record of Discussions (ROD) and Grant Agreement (GA) for the two projects. 

Under the EMLM Project, Korea will provide a US$7.7-million grant for the implementation of 

marine litter management within the Manila Bay area. The project will be jointly undertaken by 

the DENR and Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) in partnership with the 

Philippine Coast Guard (PCG). 

KOICA Asst. Country Director Choi Misun emphasized the importance of marine litter 

management in Manila Bay as it cited international studies which said the Philippines 

accounts for about 800,000 metric tons of plastic marine pollution annually. 

The multi-year assistance project will be implemented until 2025 which includes the 

construction of a US$5.7-million marine clean up vessel which will be sourced from the grant. 

Meanwhile, the ESBenePeat project seeks to mitigate greenhouse gas emission by 

reforesting, re-wetting, and rehabilitating degraded areas, and enhancing biodiversity-friendly 

livelihood practices for the communities while ensuring the protection of peatlands. 

It will be piloted in the 5,487-hectare Caimpugan Peat Swamp Forest (CPSF) in Agusan 

Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Agusan del Sur, and in the Sab-a Basin in Leyte. 

According to DENR’s Biodiversity Management Bureau, the country’s peatlands – or 

terrestrial wetland ecosystems – cover around 200,000 hectares of area which have 

“remarkably higher carbon sequestration potential than any other studied forest types.” 

DENR-BMD Director Natividad Bernardino even revealed that the Caimpugan Peat Swamp 

Forest alone stores about 22.9 million tons of carbon. 

Sampulna said the two projects will remain as among the priorities of the DENR even as 

former President Duterte suddenly changed leadership in the department days before he 

finished his six-year term. 

Sampulna was replaced by Assistant Sec. Joselin Marcus Fragada as the DENR officer-in-

charge (OIC) as announced by Malacanang last June 23. Meanwhile, newly-inaugurated 

Pres. Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has yet to name his DENR chief. 

 

“Please be assured that the DENR will value and remain committed to the agreement that it 

has earlier entered into with your respective organizations during my incumbency,” Sampulna 
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“Please be assured that the DENR will value and remain committed to the agreement that it 

has earlier entered into with your respective organizations during my incumbency,” Sampulna 

said in a statement sent through the DENR. 

 

“These joint initiatives will certainly help in the attainment of our country’s goals and 

international commitment on climate change,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/01/denr-partners-with-sokor-germany-to-pursue-eco-

projects/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/01/denr-partners-with-sokor-germany-to-pursue-eco-projects/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/01/denr-partners-with-sokor-germany-to-pursue-eco-projects/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2, 2022 

Date 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

   1 of 2  

Page 

 

THE Philippines, through the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), 

has signed partnerships with South Korea and Germany to pursue development projects on 

marine litter management and peatlands conservation, respectively. 

 

The Enhancement of Marine Litter Management in Manila Bay (EMLM) Project and the 

Ensuring Sustainable Benefits from Peatlands through Protection and Wise Use 

(ESBenePeat) Project were formally launched last June 22, following the presentation of 

EMLM's pre-signed record of discussions (ROD) and grant agreement (GA) for ESBenePeat. 

 

"Please be assured that the DENR will value and remain committed to the agreement that it 

has earlier entered into with your respective organizations during my incumbency," former 

acting Environment secretary Jim Sampulna said. 

 

"These joint initiatives will certainly help in the attainment of our country's goals and 

international commitment on climate change," he added. 

 

The ROD and the GA serve as the legal implementation instrument of EMLM and 

ESBenePEat, respectively. 

 

South Korea will provide a $7.7-million grant for the implementation of marine litter 

management within the Manila Bay area. 

 

It will be implemented by the DENR and Korea International Cooperation Agency (Koica), in 

partnership with the Philippine Coast Guard. 

 

Marine litter reduction 

 

Koica Assistant Country Director Misun Choi said the EMLM "marks the start of the Korean 

and Philippine governments' partnership in the prevention, reduction and management of 

marine litter," citing international studies that the Philippines accounts for about 800,000 

metric tons of plastic marine pollution annually. 

 

She said that the project will help prevent plastic waste from coastal areas near Manila Bay 

from escaping into the ocean. 

 

EMLM is a multiyear assistance to be implemented until 2025 to establish a marine litter 

monitoring system and strengthen the government's capacity to address marine litter 

management, augmented with the construction of a $5.7-million marine cleanup vessel to be 

sourced from the grant. 
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The event also green-lighted the ESBenePeat's implementation with a 713,537.23-euro-grant 

from the European Union and the Federal Republic of Germany through the German 

International Agency for Cooperation. 

 

ESBenePeat, which will be piloted in the 5,487-hectare Caimpugan Peat Swamp Forest 

(CPSF) in Agusan Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary in the province of Agusan del Sur and Sab-a 

Basin in the province of Leyte, seeks to mitigate greenhouse gas emission by reforesting, re-

wetting and rehabilitating degraded areas; and identifying and enhancing biodiversity-friendly 

livelihood practices for the communities, while ensuring protection of peatlands within the two 

areas. 

 

The country's peatlands, estimated to cover some 20,000 hectares, are "remarkably higher 

carbon sequestration potential than any other studied forest types in the country" as carbon 

sinks "when left undisturbed," according to DENR-Biodiversity Management Bureau Director 

Natividad Bernardino. 

 

She pointed out that CPSF alone stores about 22.9 million tons of carbon. 

 

"However, the Philippine peatlands are among the least known and understood ecosystems 

found in the country," Bernardino lamented. 

 

DA-DENR project 

 

Also marking the event was a partnership launch between the DENR and the Department of 

Agriculture (DA) for the "Integrated Approach in Management of Major Biodiversity Corridors 

in the Philippines," which is now on its first year of implementation until 2027. 

 

The project covers the Mindoro Biodiversity Corridor in Region 4-B (Mimaropa or Mindoro, 

Marinduque, Romblon and Palawan) and the Eastern Mindanao Biodiversity Corridor in 

Region 11 (Davao Region) and Region 13 (Caraga Region), with a total area of 2.3 million 

hectares. 

 

The DENR-DA partnership is in line with the project's aim to solve the increased degradation 

of habitats from deforestation, conversion to agriculture and expanding infrastructure 

development, pollution, invasive alien species and climate change in the two areas. 

 

The project, with a financial grant of $12.2 million from the Global Environmental Facility 

through the United Nations Development Program, seeks to enhance local biodiversity-

friendly livelihoods and make the impact of the project be felt by communities and resource 

managers living within and around the biodiversity corridors. 

 

This will be implemented through an integrated and comprehensive planning framework 

designed to mainstream land and natural resources management and biodiversity 

conservation objectives in the two key biodiversity corridors. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/02/business/green-industries/korea-germany-to-

help-in-marine-conservation/1849420  

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/02/business/green-industries/korea-germany-to-help-in-marine-conservation/1849420
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/02/business/green-industries/korea-germany-to-help-in-marine-conservation/1849420


July 2, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

 
 

Nakipagtulungan ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) sa mga 

pamahalaan ng South Korea at Germany upang ituloy ang mga development projects sa 

marine litter management at peatlands conservation. 

 

Ang partnership ay pormal na ginawa sa pamamagitan ng paglulunsad ng Enhancement of 

Marine Litter Management in Manila Bay (EMLM) Project at Ensuring Sustainable Benefits from 

Peatlands through Protection and Wise Use (ESBenePeat) Project noong Hunyo 22, ayon kay 

dating DENR Acting Sec. Jim Sampulna. 

 

Ang EMLM at EsBenePeat ay ipinatupad kasunod ng pagtatanghal ng paunang nilagdaan na 

Record of Discussions (ROD) at Grant Agreement (GA) para sa dalawang proyekto. 

 

Sa ilalim ng EMLM Project, ang Korea ay magbibigay ng US$7.7-million grant para sa 

pagpapatupad ng marine litter management sa loob ng Manila Bay area. 

 

Ang proyekto ay magkatuwang na isasagawa ng DENR at Korea International Cooperation 

Agency (KOICA) katuwang ang Philippine Coast Guard (PCG). 

 

Binigyang-diin ni Country Director Choi Misun ang kahalagahan ng marine litter management 

sa Manila Bay dahil binanggit nito ang mga internasyonal na pag-aaral na nagsasabing ang 

Pilipinas ay nagkakahalaga ng humigit-kumulang 800,000 metric tons ng plastic marine 

pollution taun-taon. 

 

Ang multi-year assistance project ay ipapatupad hanggang 2025 na kinabibilangan ng 

pagtatayo ng US$5.7-million marine clean up vessel na pagkukunan ng grant. 

 

Samantala, ang proyekto ng ESBenePeat ay naglalayong pagaanin ang greenhouse gas 

emission sa pamamagitan ng muling pagtatanim, re-wetting, at pagsasaayos ng mga nasirang 

lugar, at pagpapahusay ng mga biodiversity-friendly na livelihood practices para sa mga 

komunidad habang tinitiyak ang proteksyon ng peatlands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/denr-makipag-partner-sa-south-korea-germany-upang-

ipagpatuloy-ang-eco-projects/  

 

https://www.bomboradyo.com/denr-makipag-partner-sa-south-korea-germany-upang-ipagpatuloy-ang-eco-projects/
https://www.bomboradyo.com/denr-makipag-partner-sa-south-korea-germany-upang-ipagpatuloy-ang-eco-projects/
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MANILA, Philippines- Upang protektahan ang kapaligiran nakiisa ang Pilipinas sa 

pamamagitan ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) sa paglagda sa 

mga partnership sa Republic of Korea at Germany upang ipagpatuloy ang development 

projects sa marine litter management at peatlands conservation, ayon sa pagkakasunod. 

Sa press release ayon sa DENR ang Enhancement of Marine Litter Management in Manila 

Bay (EMLM) Project at ang Ensuring Sustainable Benefits from Peatlands through Protection 

and Wise Use (ESBenePeat) Project ay pormal na inilunsad noong Hunyo 22 kasunod ng 

presentasyon ng EMLM’s pre-signed Record of Discussions (ROD) at Grant Agreement (GA) 

para sa ESBenePeat. 

“Please be assured that the DENR will value and remain committed to the agreement that it 

has earlier entered into with your respective organizations during my incumbency,” saad ni 

dating DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna. 

“These joint initiatives will certainly help in the attainment of our country’s goals and 

international commitment on climate change,” dagdag nito. 

Kaugnay nito ang ROD at GA ay nagsisilbing legal implementation instrument ng EMLM at ng 

ESBenePEat, ayon sa pagkakasunod. 

Nabatid na maglalaan ang Republic of Korea ng US$7.7-million grant para sa 

implementasyon ng marine litter management sa paligid ng Manila Bay area. 

Ang implementasyon nito ay gagawin ng DENR at Korea International Cooperation Agency 

(KOICA) sa pakikipagtulungan ng Philippine Coast Guard. 

Samantala kaugnay nito ayon kay KOICA Assistant Country Director CHOI Misun, ang EMLM 

ay “marks the start of the Korean and Philippine governments’ partnership in the prevention, 

reduction and management of marine litter.” Binanggit nito na ayon sa international studies, 

galing sa Pilipinas ang may 800,000 metric tons ng plastic marine pollution kada taon. 

Aniya, makatutulong ang proyektong ito upang mapigilang mapunta ang plastic waste mula 

sa coastal areas malapit sa Manila Bay patungo sa karagatan. 

Ang EMLM ay isang multi-year assistance na gagawin hanggang 2025 kung saan ay 

maglalagay ng marine litter monitoring system at palalakasin ang kapasidad ng gobyerno na 

tugunan ang marine litter management, dagdag pa ang pagtayo ng US$5.7-million marine 

clean up vessel na kukunin sa “grant.” 

Dahil din dito, nabigyan ng ‘go signal’ ang implementasyon ng ESBenePeat na mayroong 

€713,53723-grant mula sa European Union at sa Federal Republic of Germany sa 

pamamagitan ng German International Agency for Cooperation (GIZ). 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/07/news/regions/prioritize-renewable-not-

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/07/news/regions/prioritize-renewable-not-nuclear-power/1846418
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/06/07/news/regions/prioritize-renewable-not-nuclear-power/1846418
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Ipinaliwanag ni DENR-Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) Director Natividad Y. 

Bernardino na ang peatlands ng bansa ay tinatayang may 20,000 hectares ay may 

“remarkably higher carbon sequestration potential than any other studied forest types in the 

country as carbon sinks when left undisturbed.” Santi Celario 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/denr-nakiisa-sa-sokor-germany-sa-pagpapalakas-ng-ph-marine-

litter-management-peatland-protection/  

 

https://www.remate.ph/denr-nakiisa-sa-sokor-germany-sa-pagpapalakas-ng-ph-marine-litter-management-peatland-protection/
https://www.remate.ph/denr-nakiisa-sa-sokor-germany-sa-pagpapalakas-ng-ph-marine-litter-management-peatland-protection/
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Land Management Bureau (DENR-LMB) 

Director Emelyne V. Talabis (center, seated) and Land Registration Authority (LRA) Officer-

in-Charge Administrator Robert Nomar Leyretana (left, seated) sign the Joint Memorandum 

Order (JMO) on the procedural guidelines for the registration of patents and plans approved 

by the DENR in the Registry of Deeds and other related matters on June 28 in Quezon City. 

Talabis highlighted that the JMO will provide a more coordinated, accurate, and accessible 

land information system between the two agencies. It will cover the processing and approval 

of transactions covering the issuance of DENR-issued patents; and processing, registration 

and issuance of subsequent titles in relation to LRA-approved plans. LRA is an attached 

agency of the Department of Justice. Witnessing the ceremonial signing are LMB Assistant 

Director Romeo Verzosa (right, seated), LRA officials and guests from the Geodetic 

Engineers of the Philippines and Land Registration Systems, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/lmb-lra-ink-joint-order-on-land-registration/  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

https://journal.com.ph/lmb-lra-ink-joint-order-on-land-registration/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2, 2022 

Date 

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

   1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Region 10 participates in the 

nationwide simultaneous tree-planting activity during the celebration of Arbor Day on June 25, 

2022. Some 7,000 seedlings of indigenous tree species including dao (Dracontomelon dao) 

tree seedlings were planted to rehabilitate identified areas in the region. The activity is also 

part of the Environment Month, and pursuant to Proclamation 643, s. 2004 on declaring a day 

each year to conduct actual tree planting and foster partnership and environmental 

stewardship among various sectors in our society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  https://journal.com.ph/denr-region-10-joins-arbor-day-tree-planting/  

https://journal.com.ph/denr-region-10-joins-arbor-day-tree-planting/
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State-owned Development Bank of the Philippines has signed a memorandum of agreement 

with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) for the establishment of 

an indigenous seed source center in Mt. Apo Natural Park in Digos City, Davao del Sur, a top 

official said. 

 

DBP President and Chief Executive Officer Emmanuel G. Herbosa said the seed center shall 

serve as a storage facility of endemic species from the forests of Mt. Apo Natural Park and 

other neighboring forests in Mindanao for seed banking and propagation. 

 

“The establishment of this seed center is a vital component of the DBP Seedbank Project, our 

Corporate Social Responsibility initiative that seeks to preserve the genetic diversity of 

Philippine Native Trees,” Herbosa said. 

 

DBP is the fifth largest bank in the country in terms of assets and has a branch network of 

131 branches and 14 branch-lite units. It provides credit support to four strategic sectors of 

the economy – infrastructure and logistics; micro, small and medium enterprises; 

environment; social services and community development. 

 

Under the agreement, DBP would provide start-up funding for 20 DENR-accredited 

organizations for the collection of native seeds and wildlings, as well as for germination and 

propagation, with DENR handling capacity building for project participants as well as seed 

storage and accrediting partner-communities for seed collection and production. 

 

Herbosa said planting materials from the seed center would be transported to the DBP 

Seedbank Nursery, located in the Department of Agriculture – Bureau of Plant Industry Bago 

Oshiro compound in Davao City, adding that, “these materials would eventually be sold to 

local government units (LGUs), other government agencies and private sector buyers. 

 

DBP Director and DBP Seedbank Project champion Maria Lourdes A. Arcenas said the 

project is a testament to the concerted efforts of government agencies, LGUs, organized 

upland communities, and the private sector to support the government’s Expanded National 

Greening Program which aims to promote food security, environmental stability, biodiversity 

conservation, and enhance climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

 

She said DBP would continue to work with various development partners to enhance the 

capacities of rural communities in preserving the forest landscape while providing them with 

livelihood opportunities. 

 

‘’As we encourage the establishment of agri-forestry enterprises to further boost business 

activity in rural economies, we also promote the DBP mindset of integrating environmental 

considerations in business decisions, asset management and operations towards sustained 

growth,” Arcenas said. 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/dbp-denr-to-set-up-native-tree-seed-center/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/dbp-denr-to-set-up-native-tree-seed-center/
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TACLOBAN CITY – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)is 

eyeing to complete by 2025 the survey of all occupants within the Samar Island Natural Park 

(SINP) as part of its biodiversity conservation efforts inside the protected area. 

 

Angelito Villanueva, Samar provincial environment and natural resources officer, said on 

Friday the five-year survey and registration of protected area occupants within SINP, has 

already covered 40 percent of the population. 

 

The project is a partnership of DENR and Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) and seeks to 

establish the actual number of male and female household heads recognized as tenured 

migrants. 

 

A household head will be considered a "tenured migrant" if proven to have occupied a portion 

of the protected area for five years before its designation as a protected area and is solely 

dependent on its resources for living. 

 

Villanueva said the results of the survey will also provide the DENR with basic data as the 

basis for establishing management and buffer zones and for the preparation of programs and 

future interventions within the area, including the identification of alternative livelihood 

opportunities for the occupants. 

 

In 2010, a study found 70,000 upland dwellers in the SINP area with an annual growth rate of 

1.5 percent. 

 

Growing population and high poverty incidence remain a big threat to SINP, Villanueva said in 

an interview. 
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“If there are no economic activities in urban, people are dependent on natural resources. That 

would result to illegal land conversion. Timber poaching is very common because of 

impoverished situation. They do it because of lack of source of income,” Villanueva told the 

Philippine News Agency (PNA). 

 

PSA data shows that Samar provinces posted a high proportion of the population suffering from 

poverty at 31 percent in both Northern Samar and Samar, and 43 percent in Eastern Samar. 

 

In the biological resource assessment (BRA) conducted in 2006 by the Key Biodiversity Areas, it 

was found that 53 percent of the plant species are endemic, of which 35 species are considered 

endangered. 

 

About 330 species of terrestrial vertebrates belonging to 86 families were recorded in the survey. 

 

The BRA also noted that there’s a rampant collection of wildlife in the sites covered by the survey. 

 

In the eastern part of the island alone, an estimated 3,600 parrots were caught and sold as pets 

every year. 

 

The SINP is a Protected Area established under Presidential Proclamation 442 by former 

president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo on April 13, 2003. 

 

The park covers 333,000 hectares of forest and an additional 125,400 buffer zone encompassing 

36 municipalities and one city. 

 

It is one of the 94 sites declared as protected areas under Republic Act No. 11038, known as the 

Expanded National Integrated Protected Area Systems Act of 2018. 

 

The law provides the state policy "to secure for the Filipino people of present and future 

generations the perpetual existence of all native plants and animals through the establishment of 

a comprehensive system of integrated Protected Areas." (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178010  

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178010
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Second of two parts 

LIKE any other protected landscape in the country, the Masungi Georeserve and the Upper 

Marikina Watershed are not free from encroachment and destructive activities. 

 

A total of 1,343 hectares of the Upper Marikina River Basin Protected Landscape, Unnamed 

National Park and the Masungi Strict Nature Reserve and Wildlife Sanctuary were discovered 

to be under three mineral production sharing agreements (MPSAs) despite being protected 

by law and official mining and mineral exploration policies. 

 

Presidential Proclamation 1636 signed by then-President Ferdinand E. Marcos Sr. on April 

18, 1977, declared a certain parcel of land situated in the provinces of Bulacan, Rizal, Laguna 

and Quezon as a national park, wildlife sanctuary and game preserve. 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Department Administrative Order 

(DAO) 33, signed by then-Secretary Angel Alcala on May 10, 1993, declared the Masungi 

Rock and its vicinity as a strict nature reserve and wildlife sanctuary. DAO 33 declared the 

area "closed to mining location, exploration, development and exploitation, and other 

activities which might adversely affect the habitat and the ecological balance in the area." 

 

Presidential Proclamation 296, signed by then-President Benigno Aquino 3rd on Nov. 24, 

2011, declared the Marikina Watershed Reservation in Antipolo and the municipalities of 

Baras, Rodriguez, San Mateo and Tanay, all in the province of Rizal, as a protected 

landscape pursuant to Republic Act (RA) 7586 or the "National Integrated Protected Area 

System" (NIPAS) Act of 1992. The area was named the Upper Marikina River Basin 

Protected Landscape. 

 

RA 11038 or the "Expanded National Integrated Protected Area System Act of 2018" 

amended RA 7586 that included "undertaking mineral exploration and extraction" and 

"engaging in commercial and large-scale quarrying" within the protected area as prohibited 

acts. 

 

A quarry is a place where rocks, sand or minerals are extracted from the surface of the Earth. 

It is also called an open-pit mine because it is open to the Earth's surface. Quarrying results 

in irreversible damage to the soil and plants and forces animals out of the area. Aside from 

the negative impacts to the ecosystem, quarrying also increases the risk of flooding, 

landslides, water loss and biodiversity loss. 

 

Based on the data from the DENR's Mines and Geoscience Bureau, three companies — 

Rapid City Realty and Development Corp., Quarry Rock Group Inc. and Quimson Limestone 

Inc. — received the questionable MPSAs. Two years ago, in March 2020, then-Environment 
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Secretary Roy Cimatu took out the fences installed by Rapid City Realty and "vowed to close 

down the quarry and cancel the mineral production sharing agreements issued in the 

protected area and reforestation site." 

In November 2020, due to the flooding caused by Typhoon "Ulysses," former Rizal governor 

Rebecca Ynares issued a memorandum ordering a stoppage on all quarrying and mining 

operations and related activities within the province. The same issuance strongly urged the 

DENR to immediately stop all mining agreements that it granted, including all crushing plant 

operations that it was authorized to operate. 

In February 2021, national scientist and former Environment secretary Alcala wrote a letter to 

Cimatu urging the latter for the "immediate cancellation of MPSAs in Masungi of Rapid City, 

Quarry Rock and Quimson Limestone." 

In March 2021, the Upper Marikina Watershed Coalition with over 80 signatory organizations 

(as of July 2021) called on the government to make a quarry-free Upper Marikina Watershed. 

On April 21, 2021, the MGB gave show-cause orders to the MPSA holders to explain why 

their contracts should not be canceled as there were gross violations found constituting 

breach in their contracts, the Philippine Mining Act, and implementing rules and regulations. 

Unfortunately, the MPSAs have not yet been canceled. 

Three months ago, in April 2022, concerned leaders, experts and citizens published a joint 

letter to then-President Rodrigo Roa Duterte and acting Environment Secretary Jim 

Sampulna to put conservation first in Masungi and the Upper Marikina Watershed by 

immediately cancelling the MPSAs. 

Regulatory capture vs Masungi Geopark project 

In the joint letter, it cited that "in the period of 2014 to 2018, the Manila Observatory found a 

persistent decline in the tree-covered area of the Upper Marikina River Basin Protected 

Landscape despite its most recent proclamation as a protected area in 2011. Independent 

scientific studies estimate the remaining forest cover of the Upper Marikina Watershed to be 

19.4 percent in 2006 and only 11 percent in 2021. This dire situation could significantly 

worsen the extent of flooding in low-lying reaches of the Upper Marikina Watershed, including 

the cities and communities of Metro Manila and Rizal." 

On April 26, 2022, the Palace, through the Office of the Presidential Spokesman, ordered the 

DENR to investigate illegal activities within Masungi. 

A few days ago, Pasig Mayor Vico Sotto, together with Marikina Mayor Marcelino Teodoro, 

Muntinlupa Mayor Jaime Fresnedi and Angono Vice Mayor Gerardo Calderon, added their 

voices and urged the DENR to cancel three large-scale quarrying permits in the Upper 

Marikina Watershed, citing possible widespread flooding and landslides. 

In a joint statement, they warned of "disastrous floods and landslides" accelerated by 

"unlawful and misplaced quarrying, unscrupulous resort constructions, and other harmful 

activities that level mountains, obstruct waterways and vanish forests." 

The action must be bold and immediate — the MPSAs must be canceled. 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/02/business/green-industries/a-quarry-free-

masungi-and-upper-marikina-watershed/1849415 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/02/business/green-industries/a-quarry-free-masungi-and-upper-marikina-watershed/1849415
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/07/02/business/green-industries/a-quarry-free-masungi-and-upper-marikina-watershed/1849415
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LEGAZPI CITY – Governor Noel E. Rosal on his first day in office on Friday signed Executive 

Order (EO) No. 1 for the temporary suspension of quarry operations in Albay Province. 

Rosal in an interview said Section 138, Paragraph 2 of the Local Government Code of 1991 

states “the permit to extract sand, gravel, other resources shall be issued exclusively by the 

provincial governor under the Ordinance of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP).” 

 

He added that he would check all the environmental compliance certificates (ECCs), including 

the location clearances as well as the status clearance, business permits, and the certification 

from the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) to make sure the quarry 

operators are compliant with the one-kilometer distance from any government infrastructure. 

 

“I will not tolerate operating the quarry operators without a permit, expired permit, and over 

the volume of quarry materials,” Rosal said. 

 

He added that he will create a provincial mining regulatory board as required by law to be 

composed of representatives from the Mines and Geo Science Bureau (MGB), accredited 

non-government organizations (NGOs), and also people from the small and large-scale 

mining groups. 

 

The Philippine National Police will guard the areas to secure the location to make sure the 

quarry operators cannot operate until the EO is lifted, he said. 

 

He added that only 10-wheeler trucks would be loaded with aggregates or quarry materials. 

 

Truck routes will be divided with barangay roads being off-limits to delivery trucks loaded with 

aggregates to avoid destroying these. 

 

Quarrying at night will no longer be allowed in order not to disturb the people, Rosal added. 

(PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178032  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178032
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Photo courtesy of the Masungi Georeserve Facebook page 

 

The new administration of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. was urged by the Masungi 
Georeserve Foundation to immediately act on their request to prohibit quarrying operations in 
the area. 

 

In a statement Friday, July 1, the Masungi Georeserve Foundation said that the continued 
existence of quarrying agreements despite their suspension under the Duterte administration 
“[pose] an existential threat” to Masungi landscape. 

 

“Some Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) and environment officials have given 
statements that there is no need to cancel quarry agreements here since they [quarry 
companies] are not operating anyway. This is not the issue. The continued existence of 
quarrying agreements [pose] an existential threat to the entire Masungi landscape and parts of 
the Upper Marikina Watershed,” the Masungi Georeserve Foundation said. 

  

“The government must not condone projects that are contrary to law, especially when they pose 
a high risk to public safety, biodiversity, and restoration efforts. They must be categorically 
canceled at the earliest opportunity,” it added. 

 

It can be recalled that former Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
Acting Secretary Jim Sampulna had issued suspension orders to sister quarry companies 
Rapid City Realty and Development Corporation and Quarry Rock Group, as well as to 
Quimson Limestone Inc. 

  

According to the foundation, all of the three quarry companies hold Mineral Production Sharing 
Agreements (MPSAs) that cover more than 1,300 hectares of protected areas and wildlife 
sanctuaries.  
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However, the Masungi Georeserve Foundation has been asking the government to officially 
cancel the MPSAs since they said the “mere” suspension order served to the quarry companies 
could be lifted or renewed again. The 25-year terms of the MPSAs are set to expire in 2023 
and 2024. 

 

“The continued interest of these quarry companies is obvious. Two of the quarry companies, 
Quarry Rock and Rapid City (sister companies), have said in their answers to Show Cause 
Orders that ‘they will not give up their advocacy to revive the economy,’” it added. 

 

Various groups of environmentalists and experts have appealed to the government to cancel 
the large-scale quarrying agreements found within the Masungi and Upper Marikina River Basin 
Protected Landscape. 

 

The call to cancel the quarry agreements was bolstered by the support from various local chief 
executives including Mayors Joy Belmonte, Marcy Teodoro, Vico Sotto and Jaime Fresnedi of 
the local government units of Quezon City, Marikina, Pasig, and Muntinlupa, respectively. 

  

Rangers of the Masungi Geopark also emphasized that quarrying in protected areas, national 
parks, and proclaimed watershed reserves is explicitly banned by the law, with “no exceptions.” 

 

At present, Marcos has yet to name his DENR chief. 

 

The department is currently being headed by Asst. Sec. Joseline Marcus Fragada, who serves 
as an officer-in-charge (OIC) after Sampulna was ordered replaced by former Pres. Duterte on 
June 23, a week before his presidency ended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/01/masungi-foundation-urges-marcos-govt-to-act-on-anti-

quarrying-plea/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/01/masungi-foundation-urges-marcos-govt-to-act-on-anti-quarrying-plea/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/07/01/masungi-foundation-urges-marcos-govt-to-act-on-anti-quarrying-plea/


July 2, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

 
 

Expenditures for environmental protection declined by 4.6% year on year in 2021, data from 
the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) showed. 

 

The statistics agency’s Compendium of Philippine Environment Statistics (CPES) Component 
6 showed annual government environmental protection expenditures went down to P25.4 
billion last year from P26.6 billion in 2020. 

 

The CPES, an adoption of the United Nations-developed Framework for the Development of 
Environment Statistics, is a compilation of statistical data gathered from different government 
agencies. It consists of data on expenditures, regulations, and other activities such as 
international agreements focusing on the protection of the environment and management of 
resources. 

 

Expenditures for the protection of biodiversity and landscape rose by 9.7% last year to P11.5 
billion. It accounted for 45.1% of the total expenditures for environmental protection. 

 

This was followed by environmental protection not elsewhere classified with P6.5 billion, or 
25.7% of the total expenditures. Compared to 2020, expenditures allocated for this sector 
declined by 4.8%. 

 

Expenditures for waste management, on the other hand, reached P3.3 billion, 13% of the total 
expenditures. Allocation for this sector was lower by 13.7% in 2021 from the P3.8 billion in 
2020. 

 

Meanwhile, spending on pollution abatement amounted to P2.8 billion, while research and 
development environment protection outlays reached P1.2 billion. These accounted for 11% 
and 4.9%, respectively, of the total environment protection spending in 2021. 

 

Wastewater management had the lowest share in environmental protection outlays with 0.3% 
or a total of P80 million. This declined by 96.3% from P2.2 billion in 2020. 

 

CPES also showed the Department of Environment and Natural Resources had an annual 
budget of almost P18 billion in 2021, 4.8% lower than the budget allocated in 2020. 

 

Number of staff or positions per plantilla showed that there were 16,379 staff positions in 2021, 
slightly higher compared with the 16,354 in 2020. 

 

INTEREST UP AMONG YOUTH 

 

Meanwhile, among the programs under the Philippine Standard Classification of Education, 
environmental science logged the highest number of enrolled students in the country, with 
57,876, followed by forestry (57,073), and environmental planning/management (14,080). 

 

Other programs included environmental and sanitary engineering with 10,624 enrolled 
students; environment and natural resources management (1,735); environmental education 
(115); and natural resources conservation (7). 

 

Figures are based on the submission of higher education institutions, which includes pre-
baccalaureate up to doctoral programs to the Commission on Higher Education. 
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Figures are based on the submission of higher education institutions, which includes pre-
baccalaureate up to doctoral programs to the Commission on Higher Education. 

 

Budget allocation for environmental education last year amounted to P1.90 million, 1.8% higher 
than P1.86 million in 2020. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE SPENDING DOWN 

 

The CPES also provided data on the climate change expenditures by National Climate Change 
Action Plan (NCCAP). Total climate change expenditures amounted to P181.9 billion with 
adaptation at P173.6 billion and mitigation at P8.3 billion. 

 

Expenditures for climate change declined by 21.9% last year from P232.8 billion previously. 

 

Broken down, NCCAP’s strategic priorities showed water sufficiency had the highest 
expenditure with a total of P132.3 billion, 8.3% lower than the P144.3 billion in the prior year. 

 

This was followed by food security with P22.4 billion; sustainable energy (P12.4 billion); 
ecosystem and environmental stability (P10.4 billion); climate smart industries and services 
(P2.7 billion); knowledge and capacity development (P881.9 million); human security (P693.8 
million); and cross-cutting (P28 million). 

 

The PSA noted that for the current CPES Component 6, 18 statistics were compiled out of the 
50 identified indicators. — Abigail Marie P. Yraola 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/07/01/458748/environment-protection-

spending-dips-by-4-6-in-2021-psa/?fbclid=IwAR3GN53-

khutCXX5eaniKa_VtmAgBX4amgzXOoewVdlLkrMx-X-Zt91FGig  

 

https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/07/01/458748/environment-protection-spending-dips-by-4-6-in-2021-psa/?fbclid=IwAR3GN53-khutCXX5eaniKa_VtmAgBX4amgzXOoewVdlLkrMx-X-Zt91FGig
https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/07/01/458748/environment-protection-spending-dips-by-4-6-in-2021-psa/?fbclid=IwAR3GN53-khutCXX5eaniKa_VtmAgBX4amgzXOoewVdlLkrMx-X-Zt91FGig
https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2022/07/01/458748/environment-protection-spending-dips-by-4-6-in-2021-psa/?fbclid=IwAR3GN53-khutCXX5eaniKa_VtmAgBX4amgzXOoewVdlLkrMx-X-Zt91FGig
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MAYNILAD Water Services, Inc. targets to distribute starting in July up to 10 million liters per 
day (MLD) of its “new water” or treated used water from households that passes through a 
rigorous purifying process to make it potable. 

 

“We’re still doing some pipe-laying in Sucat, and we’re still waiting for our permit to operate 
from the Department of Health, but once we get it, maybe next month we can already distribute 
10 MLD,” Maynilad Chief Operating Officer Randolph T. Estrellado said partly in Filipino during 
a virtual press briefing on Tuesday. 

 

He said the company’s target eventually is to use all the wastewater in Metro Manila to be 
purified into new water. He said 80% of the water produced in its concession area comes back 
as wastewater. 

 

The treated water will come from its modular treatment plants or ModTPs that will get raw water 
from the Parañaque Water Reclamation Facility. 

 

The initial 10 MLD will be flowed into the distribution system for blending with the standard 
drinking water produced by Maynilad’s La Mesa treatment plants. 

 

The blended supply will then be conveyed to barangays San Dionisio and San Isidro in 
Parañaque City, which are the areas nearest to the ModTP location. The two barangays will 
benefit from the additional supply, as it will improve water availability in the area. 

 

Maynilad said it had been holding a series of social acceptability tests and public consultations 
with residential and commercial customers, local government units, and government agencies 
such as the DoH, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS), and National Water Resources Board. 

 

The consultations are meant to ensure that the new water will be acceptable to consumers. 

 

Maynilad said that based on the results of its initial social acceptability test, its residential and 
commercial customers have expressed willingness to use new water after seeing it and 
understanding the process behind it. 

 

“Mahaba ang pinagdaanan na journey ng Maynilad bago kami nakarating dito (Maynilad’s 
journey has been long before we got here),” Maynilad President and Chief Executive Officer 
Ramoncito S. Fernandez said. 

 

“We will ensure that periodic tests will be done,” he added. 
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Maynilad said the new water will have no impact on customers’ water bill. The standard water 
tariff rates will apply whether raw water is sourced from Angat Dam, Laguna Lake, or treated 
used water. 

 

The initiative is part of Maynilad’s move toward potable water reuse, which is aimed at boosting 
available supply in view of the growing demand for water. It is also in response to the strain on 
existing raw water sources due to the impact of climate change, the company said. 

 

At present, used water from households is collected, cleaned in sewage treatment plants, and 
discharged into bodies of water. But with potable water reuse, treated used water goes through 
a second treatment plant for a more rigorous purification process. The new water output can 
be used for drinking, having passed the Philippine National Standards for Drinking Water. 

 

Maynilad officials said treated water reuse for drinking is already done in other countries. 

 

Since 2019, Maynilad has been looking into potable water reuse when a water crisis hit Metro 
Manila, prompting the company to tap alternative sources, including Laguna Lake, apart from 
Angat Dam. 

 

Maynilad is a private concessionaire of the MWSS. It is the water and wastewater services 
provider for the 17 cities and municipalities that comprise the west zone of the greater Metro 
Manila area. 

 

Maynilad sources 91% of its supply from a single source — Angat Dam, which also supplies 
another water concessionaire, a hydroelectric plant, and the needs of farmers for irrigation. 

 

Metro Pacific Investments Corp., which has a majority stake in Maynilad, is one of three 
Philippine units of Hong Kong-based First Pacific Co. Ltd., the others being Philex Mining Corp. 
and PLDT, Inc. 

 

Hastings Holdings, Inc., a unit of PLDT Beneficial Trust Fund subsidiary MediaQuest Holdings, 
Inc., has an interest in BusinessWorld through the Philippine Star Group, which it controls. — 
Victor V. Saulon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/corporate/2022/06/29/458102/maynilad-to-start-

distributing-new-water-in-july/?fbclid=IwAR2h8mOCCVX_dujvd8-

aBZ_1Cyj_7uZlDJ4Mx1kZwmSyzC8GYkOYFYAdVRM  

 

https://www.bworldonline.com/corporate/2022/06/29/458102/maynilad-to-start-distributing-new-water-in-july/?fbclid=IwAR2h8mOCCVX_dujvd8-aBZ_1Cyj_7uZlDJ4Mx1kZwmSyzC8GYkOYFYAdVRM
https://www.bworldonline.com/corporate/2022/06/29/458102/maynilad-to-start-distributing-new-water-in-july/?fbclid=IwAR2h8mOCCVX_dujvd8-aBZ_1Cyj_7uZlDJ4Mx1kZwmSyzC8GYkOYFYAdVRM
https://www.bworldonline.com/corporate/2022/06/29/458102/maynilad-to-start-distributing-new-water-in-july/?fbclid=IwAR2h8mOCCVX_dujvd8-aBZ_1Cyj_7uZlDJ4Mx1kZwmSyzC8GYkOYFYAdVRM


July 2, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

 

Villar to Filipinos: Be passionate to contribute in 
healing Mother Earth 
Published June 6, 2022, 1:30 PM 

by Mario Casayuran 

 

 

As the Philippines celebrated the 49th World Environment Day yesterday (June 5), Senator 

Cynthia A. Villar encouraged everyone to be responsible and passionate to contribute and 

inspire others to do their own part in healing Mother Earth. 

Villar, chairperson of the Senate committee on environment and natural resources, guaranteed 

that Filipinos’ collective efforts would make a difference in the protection and conservation of 

our environment. 

Speaking during the installation of Verde Island Passage (VIP) Marker on the occasion the of 

the UN World Environment Day organized by environmentalist lawyer Tony Oposa. Villar noted 

that the United Nations has confronted the country with the severe reality that the earth faces 

a triple planetary emergency. 

Villar relates that these are the following: 

-The climate is heating up too quickly for people and nature to adapt, 

-The continuing habitat loss and other pressures mean an estimated one million species are 

threatened with extinction, and 

-pollution continues to poison our air, land and water. 

“Due to this, the United Nations finds it fitting to adopt the “Only One Earth” slogan as a 

reminder for us, earthlings, that while there are billions of galaxies, planets and stars, the Earth 

is just our one solitary home and we should take care of it,” she said. 

“All of us are being encouraged to be more connected to it, focus on living sustainably in 

harmony with nature, and shift our lifestyles from harming the Earth to healing it,” she added. 

The invitation of Oposa, the lady senator said, has brought into her consciousness the need to 

accord the appropriate protection status to VIP, the channel that cuts through the Philippines 

by the south of Luzon. 

The marker is right in the center of the Coral Triangle that is considered an area of extreme 

ecological importance. 

It was reported in the 2005 study led by marine biologist Dr. Kent Carpenter that the VIP has 

the highest concentration of marine shorefish biodiversity on the planet. 

Because of this, Villar said it has been labeled as “the epicenter of marine biodiversity”. 

“Even with this little information I gathered, I am a little bit surprised why up to now it seems 

that no protection status “by legislation” has been accorded to VIP that could ensure its 

sustainability,” she said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/mario-casayuran
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Villar has been espousing on environmental protection. 

 

She also related she is one of the many that was inspired by Oposa’s brilliant work in instigating 
the continuing mandamus for the clean up and rehabilitation of Manila Bay. 

 

“The continuing mandamus has provided the needed justification that helped in boosting my 
very own continuing efforts that I have started way back in 2002 to clean up two rivers in my 
hometown, namely the Zapote River and the Las Pinas River, and even my more recent efforts 
of cleaning up as well the neighboring Molino River in Bacoor City. All of these rivers directly 
flow into Manila Bay,” she related. 

 

“To finally witness a clean and pollution-free Manila Bay that is fit for recreational swimming 
(just like in the old days) is indeed an aspiration worth pursuing for the benefit of the living and 
future generations,” she stated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/villar-to-filipinos-be-passionate-to-contribute-in-

healing-mother-earth/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/villar-to-filipinos-be-passionate-to-contribute-in-healing-mother-earth/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/06/villar-to-filipinos-be-passionate-to-contribute-in-healing-mother-earth/
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MANILA, Philippines — As the risks linked to climate change continue to increase, President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said Thursday that his administration will tackle the crisis by working with 
the international community.  

 

“We will look to our partners and friends to help the Philippines who, despite having very small 
carbon footprints, is at the highest risk,” Marcos said in his inaugural speech.  

 

Marcos takes oath as 17th Philippine president 

“First, spare victims then help them recover and move on to lessen the harmful impact of climate 
change,” he added.  

 

The Philippines is one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change impacts such as 
strong cyclones, flooding, and sea level rise.  

 

“The rich world talks a great deal but does a lot less about it (climate change) than those with 
much less, but have suffered more death and destruction from climate change and lack of 
adaptation,” Marcos said.  

 

Climate finance 

Climate Reality Project Philippines manager Nazrin Castro told Philstar.com that the 
organization is hoping that Marcos will bring the responsibility of the developed world to climate-
vulnerable countries to climate change negotiations.  

 

Castro urged Marcos to demand wealthy nations to deliver their commitment to mobilize $100 
billion annually in climate finance, and ensure the Philippines will have a voice in the COP27 
climate talks on the establishment of the loss and damage financing facility for developing 
countries. Marcos is invited to attend COP27 in Egypt this November.  

 

In its first Nationally Determined Contribution, the Philippines committed to slash its carbon 
emissions by 75% by 2030 from sectors of agriculture, waste, industry, transport, and energy. 
However, a bulk of this commitment is hinged on foreign funding and assistance.  

 

Marcos also stressed that the Philippines has to play its part in addressing plastic pollution. 
The Philippines is among the top contributors to the marine plastic crisis.  

 

“We won’t shirk from that responsibility, we will clean up.” 

 

Energy transition 

Marcos mentioned in his speech that there are “tried and proven ways of mitigation” as he once 
again took credit for the wind farm in Bangui, Ilocos Norte, claiming he built it. He did not. The 
wind farm is a project of Ayala-owned North Wind Power Development Corp.  

 

 

“But surely, a free world awash with oil can assure supplies or we will find a way. We are not 
far from oil and gas reserves that have already been developed,” Marcos said.  
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He also hinted at tapping oil and gas as the prices of gas and diesel continue to rise. 

 

“But surely, a free world awash with oil can assure supplies or we will find a way. We are not 

far from oil and gas reserves that have already been developed,” Marcos said.  

 

The Philippines is scaling up the development of infrastructures that will support the import of 

liquefied natural gas in anticipation of the depletion of the Malampaya deep water gas-to-

power project in Palawan. But groups like the Center for Energy, Ecology, and Development 

warn that this blocks the transition to cleaner and cheaper renewable energy. 

 

“We, however, lament his position on fossil fuels and his failure to mention the critical role of 

renewable energy in addressing our issues on energy, specifically reliability, affordability, and 

security,” Castro said.  

 

“At this point, the clean energy transition must be pursued because it makes good economic 

sense. The climate change mitigation factor is just a co-benefit,” she added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-

environment/2022/06/30/2192078/marcos-seek-help-other-nations-fight-vs-climate-change  

 

 

 

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/06/30/2192078/marcos-seek-help-other-nations-fight-vs-climate-change
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2022/06/30/2192078/marcos-seek-help-other-nations-fight-vs-climate-change
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AGADA, Mt. Province – "Revenge tourists" or travelers whose trips have been held 

back by lockdowns due to the pandemic can finally marvel anew at the splendor of 

Sagada's famous natural caves after the town swung open its doors. 

 

Municipal tourism officer Maria Teresa Abad on Friday urged tourists to register online 

via https://umali-kayo.sagada.gov.ph/views/pages/tourist/accommodations.php to 

generate a quick response (QR) code, which will be required at the border checkpoint 

upon entering the Sagada-Dantay Road from the national highway. 

 

"We are now open. We have allowed two bus lines to transport tourists and locals from 

Baguio City," she said in Ilocano. 

 

Abad said women who are in charge of the border checkpoint will also require tourists 

to be fully vaccinated and must show their vaccination cards, before being allowed to 

enter the place. 

 

GL Trans and Coda Lines, which have scheduled daily trips, can accommodate fully 

vaccinated tourists. 

 

Abad, however, clarified that for now, only the Sumaguing Cave, Lumiang Cave, and 

the Balangagan Cave have been opened to tourists for trekking. 
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She said the other destinations, meanwhile, are undergoing rehabilitation and thus are 

still closed to the public. 

 

Abad said the local government made sure all establishments and tour guides were 

ready to take in tourists again before the decision to reopen the town was made. 

 

Sagada, which continues to maintain its serene environment, has become a popular 

tourist destination, especially among foreigners. 

 

Among its popular attractions are its caves, waterfalls, and hanging coffins. The town 

is also popular for its culture and tradition that people still practice now. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1177989  
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Under the Trash-to-Cashback Program, eco-warriors can drop off their waste in exchange for 

Bayad credits that they can use to pay their utility bills. In the photo is a drop-off location at 

Meralco Business Center in Commonwealth. 

 

The Manila Electric Company (Meralco) is seeking more individuals to join the Quezon City 

government’s waste reduction program that allows the trading of recyclable materials in 

exchange for points which can in turn be used to pay utility bills. 

 

The Trash-to-Cashback Program is an initiative of the Quezon City local government unit 

(LGU), in partnership with bXTRA Philippines Inc. and Basic Environmental Systems and 

Technologies (BEST) Inc. 

 

Meralco and Bayad, its payment services company, partnered with the Quezon City LGU for 

this program in December 2021. 

 

Meralco’s Business Centers in Kamuning, Commonwealth, and Novaliches serve as drop-off 

points for recyclable materials and have collected a total of 2,015 kilograms of paper, plastic, 

and metal from December 2021 to June 2022. 
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The total waste collected was converted into 6,865 environmental points, and were used by 

59 eco-warriors to pay their utility bills in Bayad storefronts located at Ever Gotesco-

Commonwealth, and Barangays Gulod and Sauyo in Novaliches. 

“Some eco-warriors not living in QC participated in the program and made use of our drop-off 

locations to avail of the environmental points conversion for their utility bills, particularly their 

Meralco bill,” said Meralco Kamuning-Roosevelt Business Center Head Agnes R. Macob. 

With the success of the initial run, the program was extended from March 2022 to December 

2022. With this extension, Meralco seeks to encourage more eco-warriors to participate in the 

program. 

Meralco QC Trash-to-Cashback Program 

“With the success of our partnership with the Quezon City LGU, we hope that other LGUs will 

be inspired to adopt this program, to realize its positive impact on the government’s waste 

reduction efforts, and to embed sustainability in the hearts and minds of their constituents. 

We wish to acknowledge our Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte for her unwavering support to 

this initiative, and to encourage other companies to take part in this program,” said Meralco 

First Vice-President and Chief Commercial Officer, and Head of Customer Retail Services 

Ferdinand O. Geluz. 

Meralco’s participation in the Trash-to-Cashback Program supports and promotes the United 

Nations’ Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11 on Sustainable Cities and Communities, 

and SDG 12 on Responsible Consumption and Production. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/meralco-seeks-more-eco-warriors-to-participate-in-qc-trash-to-

cashback-program/  

https://journal.com.ph/meralco-seeks-more-eco-warriors-to-participate-in-qc-trash-to-cashback-program/
https://journal.com.ph/meralco-seeks-more-eco-warriors-to-participate-in-qc-trash-to-cashback-program/


  

02 JULY 2022, SATURDAY 
 



 



 



 



  



 



  



 



 



  



 



 



  



 



 



  



 



  



 



  



  

02 JULY 2022, SATURDAY 
 



June 05, 2022 

Date 

 1 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline 

Editorial 

Column 

Opinion 

Feature Article 

Covid-19 cases in NCR up 52% from previous 
week: DOH 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor July 1, 2022, 5:46 pm 

 

MANILA – The number of coronavirus diseases 2019 (Covid-19) cases in the National Capital 
Region (NCR) continues its increase at 52 percent higher than the previous week. 

In its latest Covid-19 situation report, the Department of Health (DOH) noted that the region 
logged 442 new infections for the period of June 25 to July 1 – 151 cases or 52 percent higher 
than last week’s count of 291. 

As of June 30, NCR’s weekly positivity rate, or the number of people who test positive for Covid-
19 in an area, is now at 8.2 percent. 

Nationally, the case trend also shows a continuous increase with its average daily reported 
cases 53 percent higher at 914 for the period of June 25 to July 1 compared to the previous 
week’s 599. 

Currently, the country’s weekly positivity rate increased to 6 percent. 

As of July 1, the country logged 6,399 new cases which brought the overall tally to 3,705,649. 

The top five regions with the most number of new infections include the NCR with 3,097; 
Calabarzon, 1,170; Western Visayas, 537; Central Luzon, 464; and Central Visayas, 318. 

Meantime, the top five regions with the most number of new cases include Quezon City with 
730; Cavite, 446; City of Manila, 443; City of Makati, 432; and Laguna, 293. 

The DOH said about 89 or 86 percent of the areas outside the NCR report case increases. 

“Of these, 57 areas showing both positive one-week growth rate (OWGR) and two-week growth 
rate (TWGR), 32 remaining areas have either positive OWGR or TWGR. All areas have low 
risk average daily attack rates while Lucena City, Bohol, and Tawi-Tawi at moderate to critical 
risk healthcare utilization,” it added. 

The utilization rate of Covid-19 beds in hospitals nationwide remains under the low-risk 
classification at 19 percent. 

Moreover, the national intensive care unit bed utilization remains under the low-risk 
classification at 15 percent. 

Data from the National Admissions by Health Status showed that only 10.62 percent or 648 
cases of the total 6,103 admissions are severe and critical cases as of June 30. 
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Data from the National Admissions by Health Status showed that only 10.62 percent or 648 
cases of the total 6,103 admissions are severe and critical cases as of June 30. 

Covid-19 fatalities are on a continued decline from a peak this year in January (2,379 deaths), 
averaging one death per day in May 2022. 

Only three Covid-19 deaths were logged for the month of June 2022. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1178036  
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DOH: Positivity rates in Metro Manila, 3 other 
regions exceed WHO benchmark 
Philstar.com July 1, 2022 | 5:33pm 

 
Residents splash and spray water over pedestrians as they take part in celebrations of their patron saint, John 

the Baptist, in San Juan City, Metro Manila, on Thursday, June 24, 2022. 
AFP / Jam Sta. Rosa 

 

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Health said Friday that COVID-19 positivity rates 

in Metro Manila and three other regions surpassed the threshold set by the World Health 

Organization. 

Latest data from the DOH showed that the national positivity rate, or the percentage of infected 

people out of all tested, increased to 6% from 4.1% the previous week. 

In Metro Manila, the positivity rate climbed to 8.2% from 5.8%. Other regions with positivity 

rates exceeding 5% were Calabarzon (7%), Mimaropa (6.6%) and Western Visayas (6.4%). 

The WHO recommends that the proportion of COVID-19 tests coming back positive remains 

below 5% to ensure that the spread of the coronavirus is under control. 

In a separate report Friday, the OCTA Research said that positivity rates increased in Metro 

Manila, Cavite, Rizal, Laguna, Pampanga, Iloilo, Batangas and Benguet. 

From June 25 to July 1, the Philippines recorded 6,399 new cases. Nearly half or 48% of the 

additional cases came from the capital region. 

The seven-day moving average of 914 cases was 53% higher than the previous week. 

“Most areas show a sharp increase in cases with NCR reaching almost 450 cases daily,” the 

DOH said in a situationer sent to reporters. 

“Mindanao showed a slight uptick mid-June 2022 but currently shows signs of plateau with 50 

cases per day,” it added. 

According to DOH, 32 areas in Luzon, 14 areas in Visayas, and 11 areas in Mindanao showed 

positive growth in cases in the recent one and two weeks. 

Despite the increase in cases, the entire Philippines remained at low risk for COVID-19 spread. 

Healthcare utilization rates also remained at low risk in all regions. Severe and critical cases 

account for only 1% of total hospital admissions. 

However, the bed utilization rates in Lucena City, Bohol and Tawi-Tawi were at moderate to 

critical.  

The Philippines is once again seeing an increase in cases, driven by the presence of 
fast-spreading variants with immune escape characteristics, increased mobility, and 
waning vaccine immunity. 

✓ 
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The Philippines is once again seeing an increase in cases, driven by the presence of fast-
spreading variants with immune escape characteristics, increased mobility, and waning vaccine 
immunity. 

“Active case surveillance must be done to address these case increases, maintain minimal 
transmission, and keep severe and critical cases low,” the health department said. — Gaea 
Katreena Cabico 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/07/01/2192333/doh-positivity-rates-metro-

manila-3-other-regions-exceed-who-benchmark  
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COVID-19 sumirit sa NCR, 9 lalawigan -- 
OCTA 
Angie dela Cruz - Pang-masa July 2, 2022 | 12:00am 

 
Residents of San Juan City participated in this year's Wattah Wattah Festival on June 24, 2022. This tradition is 

held yearly to celebrate the feast of St. John the Baptist. 
The STAR / Walter Bollozos 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Inihayag ng OCTA Research base sa nakalap nilang datos noong 

Hunyo 25 hanggang Hunyo 29 na tumataas pa rin ang COVID-19 positivity rate sa National 

Capital Region (NCR) at siyam na lalawigan. 

Sinabi ni OCTA Research fellow, Dr. Guido David, tumaas sa 7.5 porsiyento ang positivity rate 

sa Metro Manila mula sa 6.0 porsiyento. Sa Cavite, naitala ang pinakamataas na positivity rate 

sa 13.2 porsiyento mula sa 5.9 porsiyento. 

Sa lalawigan ng Rizal, bumaba sa 9.7 porsiyento mula sa 11.9 porsiyento ang positivity rate 

ng nakakamatay na sakit. 

Bukod sa NCR, tumaas din ang positivity rate sa Laguna, Batangas, Pampanga, Benguet, Bu-

lacan, Cebu, Davao del Sur, at Iloilo. 

Batay sa World Health Organization’s (WHO), ang benchmark positive rate ay dapat 

hanggang 5 porsiyento lamang. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang-masa/police-metro/2022/07/02/2192412/covid-19-

sumirit-sa-ncr-9-lalawigan-octa  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9pAmOT5n0A&ab_chann

el=engr.berto 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lIIb7UcW_E8&ab_channel

=MizJuly 
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