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Marcos

By ARGYLL CYRUS GLOUCDS
and JOSEPH PEDRAJAS

| resident Marcos said his

| bilateral meeting with Eu-
.}'L. roprean Commission (EC)

4 President Ursula von det
Leyen was successful and productive
and he hopes that this would he the
start of a deeper relationship between
the Philippines and the European
Union {EU).

Marcos said this as he welcomed
von der Leyen to Malacafiang on
Manday, July 31.

In their joint state-
ment, the President
said their meeting
was a restament |
to their desire Lo
strengthen the rela-
tionship between the
two regions.

“The continued
| exchanges hetween
Her Excellen-
cy and myself, B ]

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION
PRESINENT
URSULA

VON DER
LEYEN

(Al Vicoy) el \

sees stronger PH-EU ties

Green economy deal 51gned free trade talks to resume

BILATERAL AGREFMENTS — President Ferdinand R. Marces Jr. and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen pose after the
signing of hilateral agreements between the Philippines and the European Union in Malacafiang on Monday, July 21, 2023 (PpR)

a testament to our joint desire to bring
our bilateral relationship to greater
heights,” Marcos said.

The chief executive likewise de-
scribed the Philippines and the EU
as like-minded partners.

“As I mentioned to President von
der Leyen, the Philippines and the EU
are like-minded partners through
our shared values of democracy,
sustainable and inclusive prosperity,
the rule of law, peace and stability,
and human rLghts," Marcos said.
“Let this be a new beginning for the
strengthening and the deepening
of all our ties with the EU and the
Philippines.”

f which started in Brussels last year, is
{ ] ‘

Green Economy Program
During the visit, President Mar-

~cos and President von der Leyen

witnessed the signing of a bilateral
agreement on the Joint Declaration
of the Green Economy Program be-
tween the Philippines and the EU.

Signatories of the bilateral agree-
ment are Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR)
Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-
Loyzaga and EU’s Ambassador to the
Philippines Luc Veron.

In their joint statement, Marcos
said revealed that he and von der
Leyen sealed the deal on Europe’s
role in the Philippines’ transition to
a circular economy and the genera-
tion of green energy.

“1 welcome your ambition to
put the Philippines on the path to a
cleaner and greener future. We have
the same ambition,” she said. “We
want to partner with you on this
path. Notably with a team Europe
initiative on the green economy that
we just signed here.”

Free trade talks

Meanwhile, the Philippines and
the EU will resume talks on the Free
Trade Agreement (FTA)—a deal seen
to bolster economic ties between the
two sides.

Top of President von der Leyen's
priorities is to take trade relations
“to the next level,” she said in her
speech after the bilateral meeting
with President Marcos.

“The European Union is already
your fourth largest trading partner,
and we are the first foreign investor.
But we can do so much more. So, I'm
very glad that we have decided to
relaunch negotiations for free trade
agreement,” she said.

She said teams from both sides
will start working on setting the
right conditions so that the Philip-
pines and the EU can get the FTA
talks rolling.

Trade and Industry Secretary
Alfredo E. Pascual said that with the
country’s positive trajectory toward
reaching upper-middle income
status, it is high time for the Phil-
ippines and the EU to resume FTA
negotiations.
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Marcos sees stronger
PH-EU ties 14

“On development cooperation,
we committed to conclude a financ-
ing agreement on the green economy
program in the Philippines, a grant

worth 60 million euros which aims

to support the Philippines in areas
such as circular economy, renewable
energy, and climate change mitiga-
ion,” he said.
Aside from financing, von der
yen said Europe would also pro-
e expertise, training, and tech-
nology transfers to empower local

‘communities, which is part of the

EU’s Team Europe Initiative on
Green Economy.

According to the European Com-
mission (EC), Team Europe Initia-
tive on Green Economy will develop
an industry-led alternative to the
plastic waste management approach
to achieve more sustainable plastic
value chains and a reduction of plas-
tic waste and marine litter.

“In close cooperation with Phil-
ippine authorities, the initiative will
help to develop a circular economy
policy, in particular tackling plastic
waste, to complement the national
strategy to combat marine litter,”
the EC said.

The EC added that there would
be a policy dialogue platform at the
government level to promote the
circular economy, renewable energy,
and energy efficiency.

Before the ceremonial signing,
the two leaders held a bilateral
meeting to discuss mutual interests
in trade, investment, and coop-
eration within the Global Gateway
strategy.

Fight vs climate change

Under the Global Gateway strat-
egy, the 27-member EU will sup-
port the Philippines’ fight against
climate change by contributing about
half-a-billion-euros in initiatives
that will provide its beneficiaries,
including the Philippine govern-
ment, the expertise and access to its
technologies.

The regional bloc’s move was an-
nounced by President von der Leyen
when she discussed with President
Marcos the country's efforts in ad-
dressing climate concerns.

“To maintain strong economic
relations with the EU, it is important
that we solidify our economic rela-
tions through the PH-EU FTA before
the Philippines eventually loses its
GSP+ status due to our continued
economic growth,” said Pascual.

Under the leadership of Presi-
dent Marcos, the DTI, along with its
inter-agency negotiating team, will
start scoping discussion next month

. and complete it before the end of this

year. Formal FTA negotiations will

start in 2024.

Based on this timetable, Pascual
said it is possible that the Philip-
pines would be enjoying the benefits
of the renewal of the EU-GSP+ over
a three-year period and the FTA on
one hand.

“A Free Trade Agreement has
huge potential for both of us in terms
of growth and in terms of jobs,” the
EC chief said. _

Von der Leyen said the world
already “learned the hard way” in
terms of economic dependencies.
8o, she added, “we need to diversify
our supply lines and make them
resilient.”

“This is a lesson we have learned
and that is what we call ‘de-risking’
our trade relations,” she said. “An
FTA is the basis for that. But it’s
also much more. An FTA can be
a springboard for a new technol-
ogy cooperation to modernize the
broader economy.”

According to the recent infor-
mation from Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI), the following
are the proposed chapters of the
Philippines-EU FTA: '

Trade in Goods

Rules of Origin

Customs and Trade Facili-
tation

Trade in Services
Investments

Government Procurement
Intellectual Property Rights
Competition

Trade and Sustainable De-
velopment

Legal and Institutional Is-
sues (With a report from

Bernie Cahiles-Magkilat)
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By Tina G. Santos
@santostinaINQ

The European Union (EU) is
providing 60 million euros
($66.2 million or P3.6 billion) to
help the Philippines’ transition
to a “green eccmomy"' through
environment protection and
climate change mitigation.
The grant was among the
issues discussed during Presi- -
dent Marcos’ meeting with Eu-
ropean Commission {EC) Pres- -
ident Ursula von der Leyen in
Malacafang on Monday.
Both leaders witnessed the
signmgnfthe]olntnéclaraﬁon
of the Green Economy Pro-
gram, which aims to support
the Philippines’ journey to a
“sustainable future.”
S 0On the éemlopmem co-
operation, we committed to
conclude an agreement for the
Green Economy Program in
the Philippines (GEPP), a grant
worth 60 million euros, which
aims to support the Philip-
pines in areas such as circular
economy, renewable energy,
and climate change mitiga-
tion,” Mr. Marcos said.
“We are also joining forces
to fight climate change,” said
von der Leyen in a post on
Twitter shortly after the sign-
ing of the agreement. \
Environment  Secretary
Maria Antonia Yulo Loyzaga
represented the Philippines in
the sealing of the deal, while
Ambassador Luc Veron, head
of the delegation of the EU to-
the Philippines, signed on be-
half of the commission. ;
Mr. Marcos said the agree-
‘ment was m line with the

AGREEMENT Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo Loyzaga
(seated, right) and Ambassador of the European Union (EU) in
the Philippines Luc Veron sign the bilateral agreement on the
Joint Declaration on the Green Economy Program between
the Philippines and the EU in Malacafiang on Monday. Presi- -

“dent Marcos and European Commission President Ursula yon

der Leyen served as wltnesses —DENR FACEBOOK PAGE

(-'IEIE'P,~ a flagship project of tlle
EU’s Global Gateway.

According to a statement_

issued by the Presidential

Communications Office, both
~sides have agreed to sign a

financing agreement “in the
near future” to formalize the
cooperation on the GEPP.

- Through the GEPP, the two

sldesagmedmt.usmn in-
- frastructure E‘Wﬂ

investments, Mudmg rxlm

sector engagement in green and
sustainability measures in urban
areas and micro, small and medi-
um enterprises in the country.

Technical assistance
The GEPP will “support the
Philippines’ transition to green
economy by mobilizing addi-
tional funding from European
Union member states, Europe-

an financial institutions, and

the European private sector to
support the Green Economy

- opment in the Philippines.

Transition, while generating

- local value, quality and decent
rjobs and/lasting growth.”

To 'implement this, both
the Philippine government and
the European Commission also
agreed to sustain technical edu-
cation and skills development to
mhanoehumancapualandbmld
a skilled “green” workforce capa-
bleefdmmgsustamahledevel

Both sides also agreed on

sharing information on best

practices and innovations to-
ward improving resource use
efficiency, minimizing waste
generation, and scaling up re-
newable energy and energy ef-
ficiency.

" The joint declaration added
that there should be “invest-

ments in climate change adap-

tation, mitigarion and environ-
mental protection measures,
including . development and
transfer of green teclmologles
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and innovations,” among oth-

" er relevant cooperation areas

which may be later agreed upon.
“Toward this end, the Euro-
pean Union will provide grant

‘support in the form of technical

mnoe as deemed necessary
the implementation of

 the GEPP, small-scale grants (to

civil soclety organizations, busi-
ness associations and incubators),

-equipment and infrastructure,”

the joint declaration read.
The joint declaration also

_stated initiatives under the

GEPP “will insure mclusmty

and promote gender equality,
and seek to empower people

: hvlng in vulnerable conditions.”

Tackling plastic waste
According to the European

Comuussion. the Team Europe

Initiative on Green Economy
will develop an industry-led
alternative to the plastic waste

management approach to
achieve more sustainable plastic

‘value chains and a reduction of

plastic waste and marine litter.
" “In close cooperation with
the Philippines authorities, the

 initiative will help to devel-

op a circular economy policy,
in particular tackling plastic
waste, to complement the na-
tional strategy to combat ma-
rine litter,” the EC said.

The circular economy is
defined as a model of produc-
tion and consumption, which
involves sharing, leasing, re-
using, repairing, refurbishing
and recycling existing mate-
rials'and products as long as
possible. In this way, the life
cycle of products is extended
and waste is minimized. ™o
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- Asia, aceardmg
,mﬁm bl wﬂl also assist the
e mg:onal oc
Philippines into becoming a digital hub
in the region, von der Leyen said.
. “Global Gatewa w111 also play a
" crucial role here, com
mesarexead’yﬁo comean invest in
she said
The EU wﬂl launch this year the chgx-

tal economy package for the P!

European Com~

Gl'eeﬂ From Page 1

v ronarp 1bleac-
' ‘tension on a mbnmuble 1
to build between mﬂse Amefco

way down to

t:h”?ndmbelievetthamcgldpm
e Philippines that would give you a

sta mdtgaemntaactmthm,”

Tlmasaﬁmtm-?;cemperamm

a-'

o This cable, she said, could goall the -
Japan. & saim goall the

pines’ transition to green econom by
mobilizing additional funding

European Unmn member states, Eu—
ropean institutions, and the
European | pnvate sector to support the
green economy transition, while generat-
: mglocalvalue, quahtyand decent jobs,

: d to sustain technical
education and sld]]s development to en-
hance human capital and build  skilled

géen” workforce capable of driving sus-
itin the Philippines.

Moreovel:; 1initiatives on capacity-
building for Philippine institutions,
including local government units, to
enhance governance and institutional
capamhes inimplementing policies and

grams sugortmg Feen econoely

' Bath sides al agmed on sharing
-'mfmmaﬁonmbest practices and inno-
_vations toward i resource use
W waste generation,

Up renewable energy and

%EE joint declarahon added that
there shotlldhe “investments in climate
change adaptation, mitigation and envi-
ronmental protection measures, includ-
m lop a;];aandtmnsferofgrem

hnologi innovations,” amon
dﬁermt cooperation areas whi
- may be later agree:

' %)velyn Macairan
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in the Pasig
tor vehicles

become a Humpmg gro'und for
&dusttlal effluvia,
: d fetuses and

.' from the nver
e avoid it for mass

ﬁrery administra-

pursued some form
“of campaign to revive the
Paslg Rwei' Success has been
spotty, with progress depend-
ing on the person in charge

~of the program. Cleaning up
the river gained headway:

during the Ramos adminis-
tration when the effort was
g then first lady A
‘and then in the early

stages of the Duterte admin-

istration when the campaign

was spearheaded by his first

environment secretary, Gina
-Lopez. Duterte, however,

also “disestablished” the

Pasig River Rehabilitation
Commwsmn, created dur-
ing the short- hved Estrada
presidency.

In the current administra-

tion, President Marcos has

revived the initiative, with the
creation of an “Interﬁag

Council for the Pasig River -
Urban Development.” Con-

stituted by virtue of Execu-

tive Order No. 35 that was

issued lﬁt week, the council is

off passengers.
Theriver cleanup, however,

‘was intensified, with regular

clearing of water lilies. In De-
cember 2019, the Pasig River
Ferry Service was relaunched
by the Metropolitan Manila

~+«Development Authority. But
- the COVID lockdowns inter-
rupted the service.

In the latest rehabilitation
effort, the government aims
not only to continue clean-
ing up the river, but also to
improve liveability along

the riverfront communities.

This is an ambitious goal
that will require enormous
resources and multisectoral
cooperatmn It will also re-

quire sustained commitment
from the government. Merely
Jlaying the groundwork for the

envisioned riverside urban
development, which will be
difficult to roll back in suc-

- ceeding administrations, will

be achievement enough.
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Averting a water crisis

As an archipelago sepamﬁ ted by miles of oceans and seas
from its neighboring countries, the context of the Philippine
initiative to have a dedicated government office to oversee

the management of water resources is far from the urgency .

of continents that are home to many countries. ;

It is, nonetheless, an important move that attempts to create
order in foreseen and anticipated disorders. Water, after all,
is a resource that is more precious than oil, not when given a
monetary value, but as a source of life and livelihood.

Climate change is driving the speed by which conflicts

: over water are shaping up or escalat-
BIZLINKS  ing Globally, two hotspots are worth
' mentioning. In Asia, China wields an
upper hand being in control of the
source of 10 major rivers that flow into
India, Bangladesh, and Vietnam.

The Migdle-East is also shaping up
to be another water-stressed region,
facing issues of water scarcity, over-
extraction, and competition between
countries sharing transboundary water
resources. The Nile River Basin, Jordan
; River Basin, and Tigris-Euphrates Riv-
er Basin are some areas with historical water-related tensions.

Signs of water resource-related issues are building up too
in otﬁzrs parts of the world where rivers are shared by two or
more countries. A, ive dam building projects by coun-
tries where water flows originate are a source of irritation.
Turkey comes to mind after more than 20 dams built on the
’Ii%'is and Euphrates rivers significantly reduced water flows
to Syria, Iran, and Iraq.

While some ed communities choose to migrate, others
ut up a fight. For -examdple, in response to threats by China to
build a dam that would curb water flow into India, a border
conflict between the two countries has erupted and caused
heightened militarization in the affected areas.

) * Fragmented 6 Nl

The Philippines shares no river sources with other coun-
tries, but provinces and regions do. And while potential
conflicts may arise in determining the allocation of water to
the different local government territories, such have not seri-
ously escalated to warrant the taking up of arms.

During his recent State of the Nation Address (SONA), the
President has certified as urgent the need for Congress to pass
the creation of a department that will focus solely on water
resource management, even after issuing just three months
earlier an executive order (EO) creating a water management
office under the Department of Environment and Natural

The EO instructed all water-related agencies like the
National Water Resources Board (NWRB), Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS), Local Water
Utilities Administration (LWUA), as well as local water
districts to be under the DENR on a transitory basis pending
the creation of a new department.

The thdpplnes has long taken for granted its water re-
sources, and many Filipino households still "I]I)\ay almost noth-
ing for their daily household water needs. Those who do not
have access to private or local government water distribution
systems continue to rely on deep wells or rivers and streams.

REY GAMBOA

At present, the country’s water resource management sys-

tem is fragm , with no overarching governance system
that had bred a mt_lemf different sometimes conflict-
ing local ordinances. National Economic Development

Authority (NEDA) has been batting for the longest time to
harmonize the planning and management of land, water, and
coastal resources.
Unclean water
The Water Resources Management Office (WRMO) created
through the EO will have its %uands full pending the forma-
tion of a water department. Its biggest mandate will be the

- formulation of a water resources master plan that ultimately

will dictate how the nation accesses and uses water.

A few of its priorities will be to resolve conflicts between
water-related government agencies and to implement stalled
water supply projects worth P14.6 billion in rural areas.

The most critical task, though, will be to address what the
President deems as the biggest crisis: providing some 11 mil-
lion Filipino-families, or about half of the population, with
access to clean water.

Affected families currently tap their water needs from
tainted deep wells or unsanitary surface water run-offs that
definitely pose a threat to the health of people, especially if
used for drinking. These most vulnerable are at the outskirts
of urban areas where sedimentation and pollution have
started to creep into traditional water sources.

Poor waste management has also become the source of
water pollution, where human waste thrown in canals and
rivers breed waterborne diseases that affect the health of
whole communities mostly reliant on underground aquifers
for their water needs. Oy P

: Enhanced private sector participation

Without doubt, ensuring access to safe and sufficient wa-
ter for domestic, agricultural, industrial, and environmental
needs requires proper planning, regulation, and allocation of
water resources, and a dedicated department may be seen as
a way to centralize efforts and expertise in managing water
resources more efficiently.

With multiple stakeholders, including government agen-
cies, local authorities, private companies, and communities
involved, the task of coordinating for a master plan will be
complex. Among the policies that bear watching will be
related to water pricing, sanitation, and water-related infra-
structure,

The entry of the private sector, for one, has already signifi-
cantly expanded investments not only in distributing water
to communities, but also in building dams and watershedsin
recent years as pressure to supply adequate water to expand-
ing cities continues, i

Clearly, the establishment of a water department is a step
to dictating a sense of reason and rhyme on how our coun
deals with the increasing water demand of more Filipinos.

Facebook and Twitter

We are activel%' using two social networking websites to
reach out more often and even interact with and engage our
readers, friends and colleagues in the various areas of interest
that I tackle in my column. Please like us on www.facebook.
com/ReyGamboa and follow us on www.twitter.com/ReyGariboa.

Should you wish to share any insights, write me at Link
E‘d§e, 25th Floor, 139 Corporate Center, Valero Street, Salcedo
Village, 1227 Makati City. Or e-mail me at reydgamboa@

yahoo.com. For a compilation of previous articles, visit wuww.

BizlinksPhilippines.net.
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Egay improves

Angat's water level

By BELLA CARIASO

The water level in Angat Dam in Bulacan has risen to 195.05 meters due to rains
brought by Super Typhoon Egay and the monsoon, which is being enhanced by
Typheon Falcon, according to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and As-

tronom:cal Serwmes Adlmmstrahon.

PAGASA said tlﬂ‘t%df 6 a.m. yesterdaylﬁthe
dam’s water level had increased by 1.21 meters
from its previous level of 193.84 meters.

The water elevation is still 14.95 meters below
Angat’s normal high level of 210 meters, state
weather forecastérs said.

In a text message to The STAR, Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System de puty admin-
istrator Jose Dorado Jr. smd the MWSS is hopeful
that Angat’s water level would reach the maximum
before yearend.

“This is a good development. Based on our pro-
tocol, we target to reach 212 meters at the end of
the year,” Dorado said.

PAGASA deputy administrator Nathaniel Ser-
vando said at least one to two more strong typhoons
are needed to ensure that Angat would achieve its
maximum capacity level.

Angat supplies more than 90 percent of Metro

Manila’s potable water needs and irrigates 25,000
hectares of farmlands in Bulacan and Pampanga.

With the improvement of the water level in Angat
as well as in Ipo Dam, the Maynilad Water Services
Inc. suspended its water interruption scheme.

On July 12, Maynilad ‘started implementing
daily water cutoffs of nine to 11 hours in Calo-
ocan, Malabon, Manila, Valenzuela, Navotas and
Quezon City after the National Water Resources
Board reduced the water allocation of the water
concessionaire by two cubic meters.

The water allocation cut for Maynilad and
Manila Water was due to Angat’s falling water
level, which had dropped to 180 cms at the time.

‘Aside from Angat, the water level in other
dams in the country such as Magat in Isabela,
Caliraya in Laguna, San Roque in Pangasinan

“and Pantabangan in Nueva Ecija also increased

due to rains spawned by Egay and the monsoon.
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A Already, President Marcos has ordered importation
of Ik of rice from India to build our buffer stock in

FIRST PERSON anticipation of a long EI Nifio episode. The order came

after India festricted rice exportation in anticipation

MAGNO ' of food shortages - especially as Russia has taken to

ARRE - - bombing Ukraine’s food silos t6 prevent the country

< i e from exporting. If Ukraine is unable to export its

'y rains, there will be food shortages in many parts of
Inundated FIE et ik odsharnas i many

Somehow, over the years, we always assumed there
will be grains available for us to buy whenever we
face shortages. That is no longer true. Our traditional
sources of rice are restricting what they export to

&

| few days ago, we were told
Az.;prepare for a possibly
. ippling drought. Today,
after two storms skirted Luzon,

e ensure supplies at home. The margin of tradable rice
the very same ar:as 1d£1n?ﬁf£e?s has alwayI;PBeGn thin to begin with. Now it is even
iy 3 d‘““gh,m e e thinner. Our diplomacy will be exercised trying to
Manila and nearby Bulacan secmuxe_ rce Sl_lppl_l_es.ma ﬂiil'll‘ﬂngdr , marke tih _

K B e ipadsable: ere is one lI'ISIgi'ltWE Iraw from the rapidly-
gymﬂem pe changing situation in our dams. Built many decades
S T AGAIUT ago, our existing dams are too small to service the
S G it s e . R e
in N (s \d. its. maxin u?and then dry up too quickly. We need a volume
A Dam inOh Citvis of stored water much larger than what our existing
s 51 S reservoirs could deliver, :
:t:;ii'-swé" 9 Building dams and other impoundment infra are

not politically sexy things. But someone with a much
longer view of the situation should be fretting about

A A rdisusilys For years, we have talked about setting up =
thin+ : - St vk separate government agency, possibly a full-fledged
ouﬂi;?r £ 3 . Rotbro uh ; department, to look after everything concerning our

; water supply. We have tended to think of its scope of
i 1o ' ¥ A work mainly in terms of ensuring the availability of
g B e i e potable water for our people. -

| o ot will likely e the . In actuality, the envisioned water agency’s scope
' of responsibilities must be broader. It includes:
overseeing the integrity of our watershed areas,
the construction of water impoundment facilities
to s*.:EBporf our irrigation needs during the dry
months, the regulation of land use affecting our catch
basins and streams and the enforcement of existing
regulations regarding the provision of cisterns to
capture rainwater. cha :

We all know that the Marikina River overflows
quickly because of the degradation of its watershed
areas. We do not know exactly who is responsible for
repairing the watershed.

‘A large aquifer was supposed to be built under
the UST campus. It was touted as the solution to the
flooding of areas around the campus. Has it?

We are notorious fo: lacking respect for the commons.
so flagrantly stolen and built over. How many creeks

is responsible for recovering them?

The more we think about it, the wider the scope
of responsibilities the envisioned Department of
Water should be. It will take over some regulatory
functions from the DENR, the DPWH and the existing
e 1T It will have to be an empowered , lookin,
~ For us here in Luzon, the succession of excessive ~ Inaword, everything thathas to do with watersecurity.
rainfall and longer droughts is bad news for our b o icnadiin alfe o \SEER S 4 ).
already fragile agriculture. Flooding and dryness
in succession spells lower farm output and ‘more
expensive food ff_)'r'mxr'people. : S s anisd]
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106 areas under calamity state

Cagayan, Pampanga Bulacan join group, ’Egay deaths rise to 25

By Vince Lopez, Vito Barcelo,
Othel V. Campos, Joel E. Zurbano
and Macon Ramos-Araneta

TOTAL of 106 places

across the country

are now under a state
of calamity, the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council said
Monday, as Cagayan, Pampanga
and Bulacan joined the list of
provinces declaring a calamity
state to tap their emergency
funds after the onslaught of
typhoon “Egay" last week and
the incessant rains due to the
southwest monsoon or “habagat™

The three provinces joined Ilocos
Morte, llocos Sur, Abra, Mountain Prov-
ince, Bataan and Cavite in declaring a
state of calamity along with various cities
and municipalities, mostly in Luzon, the
NDRRMC said in a briefing.

Egey unleashed strong winds and
rains when it made landfall in Cagayan
last week and pummeled other areas in
Luzon, killing 25 at last count.

The state. weather bureau said more
rains are expected in parts of Luzon and -
_the Visayas in the next f:wd.ays du:lu
the h
another storm, “Faleon.”

In its latest report, the National Dis-
aster Risk Reduction and Management
Council (NDRRMC) said the death toll
from Egay had reached 25, while 52
others were injured and 23 remained
missing, including four Philippine
Coast Guard personnel whose boat cap-
sized in Abulug, Cagayan last week.

Some 2.3 million people or 654,837
families were affected by the storm
across 13 regions in the Philippines, the
NDRRMC said.

The total damage left by Egay was
adjusted to P54 billion, with damage to
infrastructure worth P3.5 billion and ag-
ricultural damage pegged at P1.9 hillion.

! *HABAGAT’ EFFECTS. In this aerial photo, houses are wswmg-dlnmdwm]nw San Mlquel,c.ntumﬂt, Bulacan, as residents wade them or use b
The government has so far given out o drier ground (inset right). In flocos Norte, US Marines help their P forvae ot chear e Laosg Inumauouwllm.\dn”:; ci"rf"‘:?lmm

assistance worth P146.6 million, most  (inset feft) in llocos Sur, local police and dmrmuersarlyum body of JohnPaul Sabluden, 19, who was reported missing since July 26 at the start of the rains tiggened by Typh
mnuns—m g’lh. PMC; MDRRMC photas f ooy g

¥ m“' e B’ 5 .mﬁaﬂlﬁﬂm Typhoon Egay caused A total of 13 roads in the region, of
geises -', 2 -- P1.54 billion worth of damage to agn- which eight are in Pampanga, threc are
' culture as of July 30. ; in Bulacan and one each in Zambales

e i R:p‘dt’ts from DA regionat field of- and Tarlac, are still not passable to light
istribute d' by fices (RFOs) in Cordillera Adminis- veh;g[;;s due to flooding
tme ._"‘ Sac:al Welfare and ~ trative Region, Ilocos region, Cagayan  Also, a total of 4§8 areas in the region

5 R, Val]ey,_ Central. Luzon, CALABAR- were flooded due to moderate io heavy
M ZON, MI OPA, Western Visayas, rains in the past days. :
gi tal '- _and Caraga, said the storm damage af- _ The estimated damage in agricultural
-of rice sceds, 144 gs _' ' 3 ﬂié lwélﬁmod of99‘,272 farmers “areas ‘and fisheries and aquatic resources -
“ﬂaﬁﬁzkﬂdﬁﬂmﬁ Vegetsme and fish , -~ in the region was initially pegged at P454
seeds to PrbHucnén Toss due tO ftle super ty- ]_n__llhon and P141. 59 million, respectively,
ﬁ'o for a total of over P596 million.

"Ten local goverpment units (LGUs) in’
the regxon have so'far declared a state "
e of ‘calamity due to the extent of damage
& caused by'l'yphoon Egay and the south-

1 p  west monsoon. '
: is expect,ed to %o hlgher : These are the provmce of Bataan,
rts come in, officials said. five mlmit.‘lpahties in Pampanga — San

_(Centtal Lumn), a ’r.otal Simon, Macabebe, San Luis, Minalin
ilies and Sto. Tomas and the towns of Fulr-'
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Republic of the Philippines
é - Department of Environment and Natural Resources
. Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City "
—— Tel Nos. 9296626 o 29; 829-6633 to 35
~—— 929-7041 to 43; 9296252; 929-1669
Website: hitp./fwww.denr.gov.ph E-mail: web@denrgov.ph

DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
No. 2011 - 12
SUBJECT : ESTABLISHING SNAKE ISLAND AS THE DENR NATIONAL COASTAL
AND MARINE CENTER FOR RESEARCH

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 182 and consistent with the Integrated Coastal
Manag; Strategy provided under Executiy Order No. 533, Snake Island or Kalumpang
of approximately 00° 54.192N 118° 49.490E, an isiand within Honda Bay, Palawan is hereby:
mmmﬂmnemummmmmwmmtm.

As such, it shall have the following functions: .

1. Serve as field station for applied h for the marine and coastal envi t,

Mmmnmﬂm :

r 4 Mn-mwmumuuwmm
Program pursuant to Executive Order 533 adopting Integrated Coastal Management
mamamwmmummmwummwsw l
and marine resources; and

3 Sawassnwhmmmmmﬁmmgemuwunu
proper implementation of the principles of ecotourism.

mmmmmmm.mnmwmm
mmmmummwww.ﬂm}w
mmmmuummnwm{m,
mmmmwzv—aumwwmbmmw
Plan including a research agenda for the NCMCR pursuant o the above functions.

Relative to this, all applications for Fi Lease Ag (FLA) and other

g i wmumuummuuhdummw
be accepted

In addition, the Department's Finarice and Management Service Office shall ensure that
ww-mmmmmwdeMMthmm
the purpose. E ;

MWMMMMNMW.MWWMM

03 NOV 2011

g <7

M. Bafletin - Aug, 1, 2023
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Notice is | /. to _ ORPORATION with office address
at 23rd Floor, High Street, South Corporate Plaza, Tower 1, 26th Street corner
9th Avenue, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City and whe has filed an application
for Mineral Production Sharing Agreement for the exploration, development and
utilization of nickel and other associated minerals pursuant to Section 38 of
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Administrative
OiderggAO) No. 2010-21 in re: “Providing for a Consolidated Department of
Environment and Natural Resources Administrative Order for the Implementing
Rules and Regulations of Republic Act No. 7942, otherwise known as the
Philippine Mining Act of 1995”, and DAQ No. 2012-07 in re: “Rules and
Regulation to Implement Executive Order No. 79, Entitled: Institutionalizing and
I Reforms in the Philippine Mining Sector, Providing Policies and
Guidelines to Ensure Environmental Protection and Responsible Expioration
of Mineral Resources”, particularly describe as follows:

L Application Number : AMPSA-SMR-014-96-8
. DlhofF“ing . : 16 March 1993

lll. Location Brgys. Imelda, Mabini and Navarro,
Municipality of Tubajon, Province of
Dinagat Islands ] }
IV. Technical Description : See attached Sketch Plan/Location Map
V. Size of the Area i 2,187.54 hectares ;
Duration |t The Mineral Production Sharing Agreement

Vi,
! (MPSA) is valid for twenty-five (25) years from
the date of approval thereof and renewable
for like period subject to compliance with the
terms and conditions of the contract.

. To conduct mining operation within
the confines of its contract/mining area
 without interfering with the rights of other

VIil. Extent of the Operation:

TRt 7
‘E':";_"

Permit Holders.

Possession of the contract area with full ight
G- egress and the right to occupy

rights. 3

- water and other natural resources in the
contract area subject to pertinent laws, ruled

and regulations and the rights of third parties.

} . Environment and Natural Resources Office of Dinagat Islands.

4

Any and all pemnshaﬁngmdmam&sm
subject application are hereby notified that such adverse claims;

oppositions should be filed for purposes of resolution by the Panel of / bitrators
concerned pursuant to Section 38 of DAO No. 20 within ten (10) days from
the last date of posting hereof, directly with -and Geosciences Bureau

Regional Office (RO) No. Xlil or through DE|  No. XIIl, DENR-Provincial

B For further particulars, course your inquiries to me'Ragionél Director of MGB

" RO No. XIll located in Km. 2 National Highway, Surigao City or call at (086)

| 826-1058 or email us at region13@mab.gov.ph.

Issued this 26™ day of June, 2022 in Surigao City, Philippines.

fooriiyecy

MT - July 25 & Aug, 1, 2023

Contractors/Lessees/Operator/Permittees/ L

|






