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DENR takes serious look at
Manila Bay reclamation projects

he Department of Environment and

Natural Resources (DENR) has expressed

deep concern over the “level of science

and level of evaluation” that are cur-
rently available concerning reclamation projects
in Manila Bay.

According to reports, there are over 20 planned
reclamation projects in Manila Bay, about half of
it already underway.

What is the overall impact of these reclama-
tion projects? To get a better view of its impact,
the DENR is embarking on an in-depth study
to determine the potential environmental risks
posed by the reclamation projects.

The DENR is tapping experts to study the
impact and determine- if the agency can ‘“meet
up with the challenges on marine biodiversity.”

The United Nations describes marine bio-
diversity as the variety of life in the ocean and
seas that is a critical aspect of all three pillars of
sustainable development — economic, social and
environmental — supporting the healthy func-
tioning of the planet and providing services that
underpin the health, well-being and prosperity
of humanity.

That underscores the importance of the ocean
and the seas, in this case Manila Bay.

Aside from looking at marine biodiversity, the
DENR will also evaluate chemical oceanography
— the composition of water in the ocean — and
how these reclamation activities affect marine

life.

In fact, in a recent media briefing in Malacafiang
it was revealed that the DENR has already flagged
one party for potential non-compliance with
government regulations.

The DENR is now holding discussions with the
party over these compliance issues to find out
whether it has an explanation on the potential
non-compliance observed.

With potential risks, environment groups and
other stakeholders have urged President Marcos
to unconditionally revoke all Environmental
Compliance Certificates (ECCs) issued for Manila
Bay reclamation projects.

Following the call, the DENR has been given
some latitude to present a cumulative impact
assessment—a global practice whenever there
are several projects in a single ecosystem—of
the different individual projects in Manila Bay.
Evaluations have been conducted in the past, but
these were done on an individual basis.

We commend the DENR’s determination to
assess the overall impact of these reclamation
projects. This should serve as a warning to those
who disregard the social and environmental is-
sues adversely affected by these projects.

We look forward to the result of this cumula-
tive impact assessment and hope that it will guide
the government in coming up with a sustainable
development policy that governs Manila Bay
projects.

EDITORIAL  CARTOON
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Decentralized—but guided—water governance

decisive national direction,
together with local com-
munity empowerment, is
required to propel our na-
tion toward a prosperous “ba-
gong lipunan.” -

An indication of this direc-
tion was seen during the July 19
water summit spearheaded by
Dindo Manhit of Strathase ADR
Institute. The new national
government-guided direction
was given by Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) Undersecretary
Carlos Primo David.

He explained that the new
digital technology,” which
showed a complete mapping of
our country’s rivers, creeks and
streams, would guide resource
distribution.

The decentralization com-
ponent  was highlighted by
DENR Secretary Antonia Yu-
lo-Loyzaga. She emphatically
stated that “water is a shared
responsibility of the communi-
ty,” and therefore, the natural
direction must be operation-
alized and implemented by
each local community with its
unique needs and solutions.

Decentralization

For agriculture, extension
work was transferred under the
jurisdiction of local government
units, except they were not
guided effectively by the nation-
al government. Consequently,
many of our 17,000 agriculture
extension workers did not fol-
low a national direction. With

COMMENTARY

ERNESTO M. ORDONEZ

this lack of focused technology
transfer, we transformed from
a global agriculture leader to an
agriculture laggard.

Fortunately, this is now being
corrected through the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA)-guided
Provincial Agriculture and Fish-
eries Extension System.

For water, there is a serious
lack of local empowerment. It has
been shown in many countries
that effective water governance is
done through local public-private
sector River Basin Management
Councils (RBMCs). RBMCs coor-
dinate public and private water

" plans in various areas.

Our 18 strategic RBMCs,
however, can’t work effectively
with alow annual budget of just
P2 million each. An RBMC lead-
er said that with a Pio-million
budget, necessary coordination
can be implemented to harness
the billions of pesos in water
initiatives.

Prior studies
The water governance stud-
ies of the Asian Development
Bank in 2013 and in 2016 saw the
Philippines rank in the bottom
third of 48 countries. To im-
prove the results, a public-pri-

vate water governance commit-

tee was created for 2017 to 2018.

Representing the government
were the Office of the Presi-
dent, which served as chair,
and members from five depart-
ments (DENR, DA, Department
of Public Works and Highways
or DPWH, Department of Inte-
rior and Local Government, and
National Economic and Devel-
opment Authority). From the
private sector were the Phil-
ippine Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and the Agricul-
ture Alliance (AA).

Comprising AA is the Aly-
ansa Agrikultura {representing
farmers and fisherfolk), the
Philippine Chamber of Agricul-
ture and Food (agribusiness)
and the Coalition for Agricul-
ture Modernization in the Phil-
ippines (science and academe).

The coordination gave way
to seven water summits that
churned out a seven-volume re-
port, with each volume signed
by a dean of the University of
the Philippines Los Banos. This
helped increase our water gov-
ernance rating of “1" in 2013 to a
“2" in 2016 and then a “3" in 2020
(out of the highest score of “5”).

Three priorities

Government priorities have
already been identified. The
first is an apex body that will
coordinate 32 water-related
government agencies. This was
addressed through a legislative
priority ironed out during the
President’s State of the Nation
Address last year and the cre-
ation of a National Water Re-

source Management Office un-
der the DENR last April 27.

The second requirement is
effective water harvesting. While
India collects 60 percent of its
water, we collect only 4 percent.

Fortunately, David an-
nounced at the forum that a sig-
nificant part of the P276-billion
DPWH budget for flood control
would now be “repurposed so
[there] will no longer be dikes
but water impounding projects,
small water hydro dams, and
reservoirs for water supply of
communities and irrigation.”

The third requirement is local
empowerment through the RB-
MCs. This is the only requirement
that has not been addressed. It is
hoped that this time, Congress
will approve the necessary bud-
get for the 18 critical RBMCs.

Without local empower-
ment and focused implemen-
tation, our water governance
will continue to suffer., Climate
change is upon us, with the on-
set of El Nino its most obvious
and devastating manifestation.
It is about time we have an ef-
fective water governance, with
guided decentralization as its
essential feature, ina

o

The author is Agriwatch chair, former
secretary of presidential flagship programs
and projects, and former undersecretary
of the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Trade and Industry.
Contact is agriwatch_phili@yahoo.
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APRI plants more than 3,000 tree
seedlings in Albay and Batangas

AP Renewables Inc. (APRI),
a wholly-owned subsidiary of
AboitizPower, simultaneously
planted a total of 3,450 tree seed-
lings in celebration of Arbor Day
last June 24, 2023. This included
1,500 in St. Elena, Sto. Tomas,
Batangas, and an additional 1,950
in Naga, Tiwi, Albay.

Aside from carbon sequestra-
tion, Arbor Day also aims to pre-
serve the geothermal reservoir in
Makiling-Banahaw (MakBan) and
Tiwi. Narra, Pili, Amugis, Kama-
gong, and Dau tree seedlings were
planted during the event as recom-
mended by the local community.

MakBan Watershed Area —
National Power Corporation (MB-
WAT-NPC) forester Ranil Alvarez
emphasized, “Each tree absorbs
carbon dioxide. Therefore, they
are very important in decreasing
air pollutants. Trees also serve as
a protection to low-land areas by
prohibiting the risks of flooding
and landslides.”

actmty led hy APRI Tiwi Geothermal Power

2023 Arbor Day

Alvarez added that trees help
maintain the geothermal energy
mechanism beneath the ground.

Mt. Malaraya Environment Protec-
tion Council, Inc. {MMEPCI) President
Pedro Latore also expressed his grati-
tude to the volunteers.

“What we do is very important not
only for us but for all the communities
surrounding this mountain. I am very
happy that APRI became a part of this
program,” said Latore.

APRI SVP for Operations Ireneo
Itoses said, “The AboitizPower’s
purpose of ‘Transforming Energy for
a Better World’ is a testament to our
support to the global Sustain-
able Development Goal #13,
Climate Action. May this activity
remind us of our roles as envi-
ronmental stewards.”

Almost 200 participants

APRI employee Diane Pitallano
volunteered during the tree-
planting activity in Sta. Elena,
Sto. Tomas, Batangas.

X

0 o

npm schulars PNP Tiwi folClalS Barangay Naga lJffICIEIlS lel Watershed Area Team nt NPC and CAMADA |omed forces in the tree planting

Plant.

from different organizations such as
APRI (including scholars), Aboitiz
Construction Inc. (ACI), MBWAT-NPC,
MMEPCI, Philippine National Police
(PNP) — Tiwi, Barangay Naga officials,
Tiwi Watershed Area Team of National
Power Corporation (TWAT-NPC), and
Capalonga Mangrove Development
Association Inc. (CAMADA) joined ef-
forts in making the event successful.

Arbor Day is a nationwide celebra-
tion institutionalized by the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) in the observance
of planting trees and ornamentals
since 2004.
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Uniglo PH, Planet Cora

host coastal cleanup

Uniqglo PH, in partnership with
CORA (Communities Organized for
Resource Allocation), hosted a coastal
cleanup event earlier this week at the
Las Pifias-Parafiaque Wetland Park
(LPPWP) along Manila Bay.

Antoinette Taus, founder and ex-
ecutive director of CORA — a nonprofit
organization committed to fostering
sustainable development in the Phil-
ippines — participated in picking up
trash along with other volunteers. She
also shared her organization's goals
and inspired everyone to reduce their
plastic waste.

Teachers, environment groups,
media, and even students jeined as
well to help clean the beachside area.

Sacks, gloves, and tongs were given
to the volunteers to help collect the
trash.

The collected trash was separated
into six groups: plastic bottles, soft
plastics (candy wrappers and plastic
bags), styrofoam, straws, rubber
(shoes and slippers), and other items
(small toys, lighters, cloth, etc.). [t was
then weighed on a scale to record the
data on the collected trash.

After the cleanup, participants
shared their experiences from the
event. Some shared their personal
stories; a participant expressed that it
was her first-ever clean-up event and
was excited to participate in more such
events in the future. (Rodmill Lopez)

Sl §
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Here are some tips when doing
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s0: Wear_nen-sh'  shoes (preferably

e to mﬁnitor the weéther fo;:
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the rain shouldn’t swp us from
exploring the great outdoors.
With the right mindset, séH—
awareness, and preparedness, it
canbe &eﬂchmthaga;nﬂ healing
experience for everyone to enjoy.

Last June 22, we celebrated
World thfureai Day to raise
‘awareness for our rain res‘fé.u
‘Rainforests are some of human-
ity’'s greatest partners in the
fight against the climate crisis.
They are the midewap;:recmxgd
treasures of the Philippines which
give us water, food, and medicine
for our collective survival. I hope
Filipinos everywhere will realize
that paradise is in our own back-
yard, waiting to be enjoyed and
loved — rain or shine.

a:hf_
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DEADLY HEAT. a person rests at the First Cangregational Uni
for residents seeking relisf from the heat Temperature forecasts fo

European Union's climate obsenvatory said. AFP

MILLIONS suffered through intense
heat Wednesday as fires raged, health
waorries mounted and the world ap-
peared headed for its hottest month of
July on record.

“[am not leaving. Ustarted building this
house when [ was 27 years ald by myselt”
said Dimitris Michaelous, aresident in the
fire-threatened town of Pournari.

Greece’s firefighters said Romania.
Slovakia and Poland would send some
230 firefighters to help it tackle the blazes.

Polish fire services said 149 firefight-
ers were on their way to Greece -- 2,000
kilometers {1,250 miles) away -- aboard
49 vehicles.

France recorded temperatures of
up to 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees
Fahrenheit) in the country’s south, in-
cluding on the Mediterranean holidav
island Corsica.

"Beijing broke a 23-year-old record
with 27 consecutive days of tempera-
tures above 35 degrees Celsius,

‘My skin is burning’

“At noomn. it feels like the sun is roast-
ing my legs, it feels like my skin is
burning,” said Qiu Yichong, a 22-year-
old student.

Han Weili, a delivery driver, said:
“Sometimes when it is very hot, [ feei a
little confused or dizzy.”

The Beijing government urged the
elderly to stay indoors and children
to shorten outdoor playtime to reduce
exposure to the heat and ground-level
ozone pollution.

People were cranking up air condition-
ing, leading to a surge in energy demand.

The World Health Organization said
the extreme heat was straining health
care systems, hitting older people, in-
fants and children.

The WHO said it was particularly
concerned about people with cardiovas-

As temperature records tumbled
on three continents, experts pointed
the finger at climate change driven
by the burning of fossil fuels, say-
ing global warming had a key role in

-

ted Church of Christ shelter in Phoenix, Arizona. The church opened its daars, providing water, food, and refresnments

destructive weather.

cular diseases. diabetes and asthma.

In the Canary Islands, some 400 fire-
fighters barttled a blaze that has rav-
aged 3,500 hectares of forest and forced
4.000 residents to evacuate, with au-
thorities warning people to wear face
masks outside due to poor air quality.

Temperatures were also ferocious in
other parts of Spain, with three regions
on red alert,

Coastal waters around Spain have hit
a record high temperature for this time
of the year, the national weather office
said Wednesday,

The Italian islands of Sardinia and
Sicily have been forecast to possibly
surpass a continent-wide record of
48.8C recorded in Sicily in August 2021

At Lanusei, near Sardinia’s eastern
coast, a children’s summer camp was
restricting beach visits to the early
morning and banning sports, teacher
Morgana Cuccea said.

‘Better at the beach’

Many throughout Italy sought escape
by the sea, including outside Rome,
where the heat hit 40C,

“You can at least get a little wind
from the sea,” said Virginia Cesario,
30, at the Focene beach near the capital.

“This has become the new normal,”
said Fabrizio Carozza, a 26-vear-old of-
fice employee from Belgium.

In North America. meanwhile, tens
of millions of people woke up to anoth-
er scorcher Wednesday, having experi-
enced dangerous heat the previous day.

‘Running out of ways’

In the town of San Angelo, Texas, where
temperatures were expected to reach 108F
(42C), the National Weather Service said
it was “running out of ways to say that it’s
gonna be hot out there today.”

Governments and the World Health
Organization issued warnings as vul-
nerable parts of the population suffered.

In Greece, two forest fires, fanned by

r Europe and the Mediterranean (inset) showed the world is on track for its hotest July since measurements began, the

strong winds, were raging to the_wgsti
of Athens, and another on the tourist 13-1
land of Rhodes where residents had to
decide whether to flee.

Next page,

“We implore you to conginu
heat safety.” the agency said on T
Andin Arizona. ik
nix Sky Harbor Al

e

ous record of 18 consecutive d at or

above that temperature, set in 1974
Even Iraq, used to average July tem-

civil servants a day off Thursday when
50C or more is forecast. ' '

The world 1s on track for 1ts hottest
July since measurements began. the
Eurepean Union's climate observatory
said Wednesday.

“The first IS days of July have been
the warmest 13 davs on record.” said
Carlo Buontempo, director of the C
pernicus Climate Change Service(C35).

The heat waves across Europe and the
globe are “not one single phenomenon
but several acting at the same time™
said Robert Vautard, director of France's
Pierre-Simon Laplace climate instituse

“But they are ail strengthened by
factor: climate change.”

=

‘Climate-change hot spot’

Struck by nzar-record teraperatures
and wildfires during this week’s heat-
wave, the Mediterranean 1 i
ranked as a climate-cha
by scientists.

The beaches, seafond and heritage

sites in the region spanping parts of

southern Europe, northern Africa and
western Asia are under threat,

Here are five key threats to the region
flagged by the United Nations’ Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Changs
(IPCC). Its reports are the most compre-
hensive summary of scientific knowi-
edge on global warming. AFP
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By MITZI
JONELLE TAN

olanda, Ondoy, Pepeng,
Pablo, Ulysses, Odette, and
Paeng.

These are some names
that have been ingrained in our
collective memory as Filipinos —
the names of supertyphoons that
devastated our country, uprooted
entire communities, and destroyed
families. The Philippines is one of the
most climate-vulnerable countries in
the world, so it's no surprise that a
recent study shows Filipino youth
are among the most prone to climate
anxiety.

With the ongoing climate crisis,
how can we not be? This fear of the
uncertain future, rooted in trauma
caused by these intensifying extreme
weather events, is fueled further as
world leaders continuously ignore
scientists, activists, and the lived
experience of those impacted by
the climate crisis. These so-called
leaders continue to avoid and delay
concrete action to rapidly phase out
fossil fuels, end fossil fuel finance,
and drastically cut down emissions.

The Philippine government says
that addressing climate change is its
priority, yet it allows the continuous
destruction of our environment
through reclamation projects,
megadams, and large-scale mining.
These projects destroy important
carbon sinks that could help mitigate
the climate crisis, making it more
difficult for us to adapt. They say
it's all in the name of development,
but development for whom? Coastal
communities and small fisherfolk,
Indigenous Peoples, small farmers,
and urban poor communities are

B

FALE

Climate justice
is about
fighting for our
community,
Jor a chance to
build and create
that community;
to make sure
that everyone
has access to a
community that
is safe.

all bearing the brunt of both the
impact of these environmentally
destructive projects and the impact
of the climate crisis. Heatwaves and
droughts continue to intensify and
threaten our people’s health and our
nation’s food security. Sea level rise
is projected to consume large parts
of the Philippines well within our
lifetimes.

We have been force-fed the
narrative that Filipinos are resilient
and that we're doing such a great job
at surviving these extreme weather
events; as if it's our individual
responsibility to protect ourselves
from this harm. In reality, what
we need is to move away from
individual blame and resilience and
towards infrastructural and systemic
resilience.

We cannot keep on being praised
for merely surviving, It is time
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for us to turn that narrative of
individual resilience into collective
resistance. Filipinos have always
fought back. We have a long history
of this by activists, civil society, and
environmental defenders - these are
our small fisherfolk, small farmers,
and Indigenous Peoples.

Bazoo de Jesus, Dexter Capuyan,
Mary Joyce Lizada, and Arnulfo
Aumentado.

These are some of the names
that have been ingrained in the
hearts of vulnerable communities
but generally forgotten by the rest
of us - the names of environmental
defenders and Indigenous rights
advocates who have recently been
abducted and disappeared. We must
remember their names and support
the call to surface all desaparecidos.

In 2017, during Lakbayan, an
annual march by Indigenous Peoples
from their ancestral lands to Manila, I
took one step into activism, not fully
understanding the fears and risks
that came along with it. I talked to a
Lumad Indigenous leader who told
us how they were being harassed,
displaced, militarized, and killed,
all for protecting the forests and
mountains; their ancestral land; our
planet. He shrugged, chuckled, and
said, “That's why we have no choice
but to fight back.” It was so simple. .
He wasn’t even trying to convince
us — to him it was logical. It simply
made sense to be an activist.

It was that moment that set me
on a path towards joining a mass
organization called Agham Youth
(AY), which advocates for making
science and technology serve the
people. AY later became one of
the founding organizations of the
Youth Advocates for Climate Action
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“] invite everyone to choose love, to choose life, and to fight alongside us
for climate justice,” says activist Mitzi Jonelle Tan.

T’hlhppmes (YACAP) alliance.
YACAP now has over member
organizations across the Philippines
and five chapters for hundreds of
young individuals in North-Central
Luzon, NCR, South Luzon, Visayas,
and Mindanao.

We're not doing this alone and
we never have to do this alone.
Climate justice is about fighting for
* our community; for a chance to build
and create that community; to make
sure that everyone has access to a
community that is safe.
~ Climate justice isn’t just about
the environment or lowering carbon
dioxide emissions or limiting global
warming to an average of 1.5 degrees
Celsius — the climate crisis is a
symptom of the current destructive
profit-oriented system that does not
respect the physical limits of the
planet and completely disregards the
well-being of the majority of people
who live init.

Climate justice means recognizing
how different socioeconomic
problems are exacerbating the
climate crisis and are exacerbated
by the climate crisis. Climate justice
is about fighting for life, in every
sense of the word. Life as in living
beings, for life as in forever, but also
for a chance to live, truly live, with
joy, safety, and intention.

SJ.x i’(ears later, I still get scared,

because of both climate anxiety
and the fear brought by activists
being called terrorists. Something
within me — something greater
than fear — keeps me going. When
everything feels hopeless and grim,
I remember the strength of the
people’s movement. [ remember how
empires, colonizers, and dictators
have fallen in the past through
young revolutionaries fighting
alongside the most marginalized
sectors. The future that we are
fighting for already exists in small
pockets of resistance.

I am grounded and rooted in this
reality and in my love for life, the
people, and the planet, We must be
bound in this fight by that love that is
stronger than fear — a fear that, at its
core, 1s also rooted in our love: the fear
of losing what we love. It is through
this relentless love that hard decisions
are made. It is through love that
we stick to these difficult tasks. It is
through love that revolutions are won.

Each of us has arole and a place in
the movement, and [ invite everyone
to choose love, to choose life, and to
fight alongside us for climate justice.

*kk

Mitzi Jonelle Tan is a full-time climate
justice activist based in the Philippines
and the international spokesperson of
Youth Advocates for Climate Action
Philippines.
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The low-pressure area (LPA)
which may develop into a tropical
depression within the next 24 to
48 hours may affect some areas
of Luzon in the coming days,
the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical, and Astronomical
Services Administration
(PAGASA) said on Thursday,
July 20.

The LPA was last seen 720
} kilometers east of Borongan,

Eastern Samar at 3 p.m. on
Thursday.

“Hindi pa rin inaalis ang posi-
bilidad na maging bagyo ang LPA
within the next 24 to 48 hours

(The possibility of the LPA becom-
ing a tropical depression within
the next 24 to 48 hours is still not
being ruled out),” PAGASA weather
specialist Rhea Torres said in its live
weather report.

Torres urged the public to con-

tinue monitoring PAGASA’s up-
dates on this weather disturbance,
as it may affect parts of Luzon in the
coming days.

PAGASA weather specialist

.Patrick del Mundo on Thursday

morning said that the LPA’s track

remains “highly uncertain.”
However, based on historical

cyclone tracks, he explained that

LPA to intensify in 2 days, affect Luzon

tropical cyclones that enter or form
within the country’s area of respon-
sibility in July typically make landfall
in Northern or Central Luzon, while
others “recurve” toward Japan,
avoiding landfall in the Philippines.

The most recent cyclone to hit
the country was tropical storm
“Dodong” (international name
“Talim”), which made landfall in
Isabela on July 14.

. PAGASA said the LPA may begin
to bring scattered rain showers and
thunderstorms to Eastern Visayas,
Camarines Sur, Catanduanes, Albay,
Sorsogon, and Masbate over the
next 24 hours. (Ellalyn V. Ruiz)
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Pagasa predicts wet weekend

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa) on Thursday predicted

a wet weekend in the Bicol and Eastern Visayas regions
due to a low pressure area (LPA) east of Eastern Samar.
The LPA was last spotted 720 kilometers east of Borongan,
Eastern Samar, and may intensify into a storm in the next
48 hours, the weather bureau said in its 4 p.m. report. If

it does develop into a tropical cyclone it will be given the
name Egay, said Pagasa weather specialist Rhea Torres. As
for the rest of the country, it will continue to experience
the usual weather at this time of year, with generally fair -
and humid mornings, but with possible rain showers and '
thunderstorms in the afternoon or evening.

~CHARLIE ABARCA
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Rain dance for rain,

fter Maynilad Water Services Inc., the

water and wastewater services provider.

for 17 cities and municipalities in Metro

Manila, announced last week that there
will be everyday water interruptions for an
indeterminate period because of the im-
pending El Nino dry spell, there was a mad
scramble for pails, tubs, tanks, and other wa-
ter containers. It was going to be “pila-bal-
de” (banish the erotic undertone) season for
many, especially for those in depressed areas.
All except for the privileged government of-
ficials—local and national—who have yet to
install water entrapment and collection sys-

tems in this often water-logged archipelago.

The irony of it all.

Desalinization, no longer a new technol-
ogy. is centuries away for this nation whose
leaders would rather see reclamation of land
from the sea but not water minus the salt.
That we are also running short of salt is an-
other tragic-comedic story.

Sure, there have been regular news re-
ports about the decreasing water level at the
Angat Dam, the main source of Maynilad wa-
ter. But despite the start of the rainy season
having been officially announced by the gov-
ernment weather bureau, still a water crisis
is to be expected, we are warned. A couple
of tropical depressions have already entered
the Philippine Area of Responsibility and
dumped rains, so what's with Angat Dam and
the water reservoirs it supplies?

Manila Water Co. Inc,, also a concession-
aire for other parts of the metro, did not
make similar warnings.

Girding for the worst, Maynilad custom-
ers got a taste of the unwelcome daily night-
time water interruption but—alleluia!—for
one night only. Tropical Storm “Dodong” un-
‘leashed heavy rains that flooded Metro Ma-

MA. CERES P. DOYO

nila streets and left towns and villages in Bu-
lacan and Pampanga north of Manila still in
knee-deep waters as of this writing and long
after Dodong has departed.

But oh, perhaps, because of Maynilad’s
ominous announcement last week, the Du-
magat-Remontado indigenous community
that inhabits parts of the Sierra Madre moun-
tain range staged a rain dance to call on the
heavens to water the fields and valleys and
replenish the water of Angat Dam that sup-
plies 95 percent of the metro’s water, And so
the heavens opened and poured down rain
accompanied by rolling thunder and blasts of
lightning ("Water supply cuts on hold; MWSS
cites ‘rain dance,”” News, 7/16/23).

Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System administrator Leonor Cleofas chirped:
“I'm happy to say that I believe that the an-
cestors heard our indigenous group after they
performed a rain dance [last] Monday.” Note
that members of this indigenous peoples (IP)
community marched from Quezon province to
Metro Manila and across several provinces for
more than a week early this year to protest the
impending construction of the Kaliwa Dam on

to cast out evil

their ancestral domain. The dam is supposed to
boost Metro Manila's water supply.

1 have written many articles on our IPs,
but I am not familiar with their rain dances
that their Native American counterparts are
known for. The latter are known to perform
the rain dance, not only to summon rains
from the sky, but to also cleanse the land of
evil spirits. It is a prayer of supplication. It
echoes in a saying attributed to author Paulo
Coelho: “And, when you want something, all
the universe conspires in helping you achieve
it.” And from Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Once
you make a decision, the universe conspires
to make it happen.” :

I hope our IPs’ sacred ritual does not get
defiled by mindless cultural iconoclasts who
might turn it into some kind of hip-hop num-
ber or by attention-seekers who cannot tell
the difference between the profound and the
profane. Do not cross the line. (Examples: the
clueless beauty contestant who dressed like
the Santo Nino; the cross-dressers who sang
and choreographed the “Our Father” like an
entertain number.)

As to the rain dance’s cleansing power
against evil—why not? There is much in this
country that needs to be cleaned out, to be
exorcised. IPs have a keen sense of what is
not right, of the evil that roams the land and
defiles the waters and the woodlands. They
see the beautiful in its purest splendor.

Something we might not easily perceive
in a sacred rain dance—the universe’s inter-
connectedness at work or perhaps quantum
physics and the spiritual energy that it un-
leashes. It is a field for mystics and quantum

‘physicists, and for those who can hear the

laughter of the trees when rain gently falls.

Send feedback to cerespd@gmail.com
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‘Mayon spews more ash; sulfur dioxide emission up

More ashing events have been recorded in
Mayon Volcano as it continues to be restive.
The Philippine Institute of Volcanology
and Seismology (Phivolcs) said three ashing
events and three pyroclastic density currents

were monitored in the past 24 hours.
- Phivolcs said ashfall may occur on the

southern part of the volcano.

Ninety low-frequency volcanic earth-
quakes and 169 rockfall events were also
monitored.

Phivolcs said sulfur dioxide emission
remained high at 2,622 tons on Wednesday.

Slow effusion of lava had bulked up along

the Mi-isi (south), Bonga (southeastern) and
Basud (eastern) gullies.

Lava flows reached 600 meters to 2.8
kilometers while rockfall and PDCs were
deposited around four kilometers from
the crater.

Phivolcs warned the public of channel-
confined lahar and sedi-

ment-laden streamflows
during heavy rain.

Paul Alanis, Phivolcs
resident volcanologist at
the Lignon Hill Observa-
tory in Legazpi City, said
deflation of the eastern
lower flanks and inflation
of the northwest middle
flanks of Mayon were
monitored, an indication
that magma is continu-
ously ascending to the
surface.

“All these fluctuations,
with high values in ab-
normal parameters mean
that the overall condition
of Mayon is escalating,
thougﬁ still within the
Level 3 status,” Alanis said.

Phivolcs reiterated that
entry into the permanent
danger zone should be
prohibited as Mayon’'s
prevailing condition
could lead to a hazardous
eruption within weeks
or even days. — Romina
Cabrera, Cet Dematera




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

--—-w"‘-""’" INITIATIVES

_.._..... SERVICE

- 5 THE ExpaHERT . :{:‘ & f’"'“"ﬁmi" i’g‘éoli.ﬂ \ :!

MANILAS¢ ‘BULLETIN

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

UPPER

LOWER

PAGE 1
STORY

BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

21J0L 208

DATE

Mayon logs low-
frequency quakes
By ELLALYN RUIZ

The Philippine Institute
of Volcanology and Seismology
(Phivoles) said on Thursday, July
20, that low-frequency volcanic
earthquakes (LFVQs) associated
with the discrete and rapid releas-
es of volcanic gas dominated Mayon
Volcano’s eruptive activity in the
past 24 hours.

A total of 90 LFVQs were record-
ed by the Mayon Volcano Network
between 5 a.m., Wednesday, July 19,
and 5 a.m., Thursday.

“‘Some of these degassing events
were accompanied by entrained ash
at the crater to produce ‘ashing’ that
drifted southwest,” Phivolcs said.

Three ashing events were re-
corded between 10:52 p.m. on July
19 and 12:33 a.m. on July 20 where
each event lasted 10 to 25 seconds
and ejected a plume that reached a
height of 100 meters.

Phivolcs noted that the slow lava
effusion continued to feed and bulk
up lava flows on Mi-isi, Bonga, and
Basud gullies on Mayon Volcano’s
southern, southeastern, and east-
ern flanks.

“These lava flows have main-

tained distal lengths of approxi-

mately 2.8 kilometers, 2.4 kilome-

ters, and 600 meters from the cra-

ter, Iespectlvely,” it said.

|
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HE latest press release from
the Bangko Sentral ng Pili-
pinas (BSP) about approaching
academe and other laboratories
and research facilities to find a
technology to recycle the polymer

currency they are foisting on us is
revealing. It admits that despite
telling the Senate committee on

banking at a hearing on why they
went from abaga paper currency
to polymer, that they had the
technology to recycle the plastic
and unsustainable polymer into
plastic furniture (showing un-
convincing photos of particularly
unattractive plastic furniture),
they do not have any technology
to recycle the polymer currency
at all. Calling the attention of
Senators Pimentel and Cayetano.

Moreover, on the switch to
polymer, the BSP said it was
conducting a survey on its accept-
ability to the public, intimating
that this was not a permanent,
but an experimental change for
which public opinion was solic-
ited. Now it says that itis a done

BSP gas@hts

"AMBIENT
VOICES

MA. ISABEL
ONGPIN

deal, they will switch to polymer.

Need we say that the world does
not need anymore unsustainable
material like polymer? Do we
need to point out how environ-
mentally burdensome and detri-
mental it is? Apparently, the BSP
has made the decision and we are
on the road to polymer perdition.

1t is the copycat behavior of the
BSP that is also appalling. With-
out any thought of consequences,
without any patriotic sense of the
value of abaca to this country and
the world, they discard our premier
fiber used in our banknotes in
exchange for polymer, saying they
have the technology to recycle when
they do not. Worse, they remove au-
thentic heroes and put abird in their
place in the new banknote. History,
legacy, tradition be damned.

to recycle it, and make obsolete its
security printing press which pro-
duces the abaca-paper banknotes.

Furthermore, the BSP was the

first to change a fully acceptable
logo to a new one that cost more
than the P3 rnillion that people
are criticizing another government
agency for spending on a new logo.
No use asking them how much
that logo cost, they are not into
truth-telling, but it is rumored to -
be about multiple times P3 million.
Believe me, the next project will be

to buy a state-of-the-art polymer

printing press. We know what those
government purchases entail on the
matter of negotiated benefits for
the negotiators. Sorry, the BSP has
proved to be untrustworthy regard-
ing its move to polymer. We have
every right to be suspicious.

There is a new BSP governor.

v We hope he can take a look at
what is going on in whatever
committee, group, or kingdom

- of darkness that is responsible
for the switch to polymer while
gaslighting the public.

Moreover, one of their claims
is that polymer is cheaper. That
is impossible, they have to pay
for the technology they need to
recycle and that comes at a price.
It is not cheaper, but comes with
expenses down the road.

Obviously, the BSP put the cart
before the horse when it leaped
into polymer because other coun-
tries did {(usually fully developed
countries) without providing for
the recycling of this unsustainable
material. Worse, they gaslighted
the Senate that they have the
technology when they do not.
And now they make it plain
that they have decided to go the
polymer way without assessing
public opinion. Incidentally, most
people I know return the polymer
currency they get from the ATMs
to the bank to change to the tra-
ditional abaca paper currency. It is
not fully acceptable to the public.

Methinks the BSP has so much
money to burn that it prefers to
import polymer currency, spend
for the still unknown technology



