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“v?'r\)’\:’e’ve had to deal with a lot of legacy

DENR's Yulo-Loyzaga: From the ivory
tower to the environmental front lines

By VC Galvez - .
IT’S been a year since Secretary Toni Yulo-'

yzaga has moved out from the ivory
:::\)ver, as it were, down to the front lines—
to lead the fight to preserve, protect, and
bring back to life, what some would say, the
remains of the country’s natural resources.
In keeping perhaps with her persona,
she has quietly adopted innovative ways
to enable the DENR -bureaucracy to work
together in achieving goals she has set
during her watch, s
* Navigating her way through what she has
described as the department’s silos has been
lenging.” -

issues, as you know, and we’vg_had to deal
with some cultures and practices that are
of the history of this department,” says
vulo-Loyzaga without elaborating in an
interview. I, e, 5
~ Innovations
Yulo-Loyzaga has laid down the
infrastructure which will provide her

department with the data she needs to make

difficult, and maybe even controversial, but
science-based decisions in the days ahead.

She has brought in two new
undersecretaries—one ‘to oversee
organizational transformation and the
training of the “next generation leadership”
of the department, and another known

- expert in the field of environmental science

to manage a geo-spatial database.

“These two achievements, along with
the organization of the Water Resources

—— — s L i e

Management Office, I hope will characterize
 our first year as the introduction of evidence-

based decision making in this department,”
says Yulo-Loyzaga. ;
. She explains that the geo-spatial database

aims to properly account for, value and

manage our country’s natural resources, as
well as a basis to identify priority areas for
forestation, reforestation and afforestation.
It can detect encroachment on public
coastal areas, illegal mining activities
and industries without necessary permits
and pinpoint water systems that can be
developed for hydropower and water
supply. :
- Mindoro oil spill
Even as she puts her department in order,

Yulo-Loyzaga has had to go out to the field -

to deal with a different set of challenges.
In February this year, a fuel tanker sank
off Naujan, Mindoro Oriental and spewed
out about 800,000 liters of oil resulting in
damages amounting to over P1 billion,
Yulo-Loyzaga flew out to check on the
situation, met with the governor and the
coast guard, and deployed a hydrographer

ship to locate the sunker vessel.

- *We needed to find out where the oil was

heading, For that, we turned to the UP Marine

Science Institute. We were able to anticipate

the flow towards the shore,” she says,
Water quality has since improved in
most areas affected by the oil spill, She,
however, takes pains to point out it is the
local government that can best monitor and
protect the environment.
“We are not there 24 hours, we are

. However,
. that welcomes different Perspectives frop,

" scientists. and

Environment Secretary Toni u!o-Lomg S

‘undermanned as a department, But ¢,
: the

local government is present and
have environment otﬁptl:.eers'... and &:y do
support them,” she says. R
_Reclamation at Manila Bay
Yulo-Loyzaga has also begun to |

* into the multi-billion peso (P330.6 {90k

1 lion | illi
reclamation projects in Manila Bay, hon}
“Reclamation, of course, is

~ way forward in terms of the econuml;e

development of the different ‘areag
we need a thorough approach

all groups,” she told Ieporters. )

A task force composed of Filipin,
foreign  experts 1
be formed this month to conduct an
evaluation of the environmental impact of
the ongoing reclamation projects, -

Full text at www.manilastandard. neg

——
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DENR: Multisectoral partnership
will boost climate resilience

By JoNATHAN L. MayuGa
¥ @jonlmayuga

HE Department of Envi-
| ronment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) is calling
for stronger multi-stakeholer
collaboration to implement risk-
informed and inclusive actions
that will enhance the country’s
resilience against climate disaster.
DENR Secretary Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga made the call as she
led the launching of the DENR’s
Project Transform in two areas in
Bataan province on July 31.

Inastatement, the DENR chief
affirmed the DENR’s commit-
ment to facilitating investments
for climate and disaster resil-
ience through multi-stakeholder
partnerships which shebelieves
have a vital role in playing and
accelerating an integrated, in-
clusive, and transformative re-
silience agenda.

Although the Philippines has
made significant progress in di-
saster risk reduction and climate
action, it is still one of the most
vulnerable countriestonaturaland
man-made hazards, as well as the
impacts of climate change.

“What is happening to our
ecosystems, in our communities
Is now indisputable--referring
to the fact that humans have

caused these problems--and in

some cases, our ecosystems are
at the point of being irrevers-
ibly damaged,” Loyzaga said in
a statement.

The key findings of the Work-
ing Group II contribution to the
Sixth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) showed that
increases in the frequency and
intensity of climate and weather
extremes worldwide have had
“widespread and pervasive ef-
fects on ecosystems, people,
settlements, and infrastructure.”
These climate change impacts
have been attributed to human
activities.

The IPCC report further stated
that with increased global warm-
ing, climate change threats to cit-
ies,communities, and criticalinfra-
structurewillincreasesignificantly
in themid-andlong-term, particu-
larly in areas already exposed to

high températures, near coasts, or _

with high vulnerabilities.
Shecitedanewtheimportance of
collaboration with the other mem-
bers of the National Disaster Risk
Reduction Management Council
and all other sectors in the trans-
formation towards adaptive and
inclusive governance and resilient
communities, in view of the link-
age between human development,
economic development, natural
hazards, climate change, biodiver-

DENR ¢ 0 oCONTINUED FROM A12

-

sity, water and health.

“Our course of action must be

unified and this can only be done
by understanding the interdepen-
dence between our social, engi-
neered,’and natural systems. This
interdependence has given rise to
multipleand dynamic complexities,
and we need to constantly balance
our evidence-informed decisions
policies, and our actions,” Loyzaga,
pointed ouft.
. “Leadershipandgovernanceare
Integralparts ofresiliencein build-
ngasystem,andanetwork of deci.
sionsthatlead to specificoutcomes
and impacts that we would alllike
to achieve,” she added.

To build disaster resiliency
and environmental sustainabil-
ity through multi-stakeholder
partnerships, the DENR recently
launched the latest initiatives
under Project TRANSFORM or
Transdisciplinary Approach for
Resilience and Environmental
Sustainability through Multi-
stakeholder Engagement in the
municipality of Abucay and Bal-
anga City in Bataan.

Under Project TRANSFORM
The DENR will implement the:
Mangrove Adoptionand Protection
Project in Abucay in Partnership
with San Migue] Foundation Inc,
and Samahan ng Mananahong ng
Sitio Bakawan,

SEE “DENR,” A5

A similar initiative in Balanga
City is in partnership with SM Prime
Holdings Inc. and Tinig ng Manda-
ragat. Mangrove forests are natural
bartiers that reduce the force of in-
coming waves and storm surges and
serve as a breeding ground for fish,
crabs, and other marine species.
'DENR’s Project TRANSFORM
engages the whole of society in im-
plementing initiatives to alleviate
poverty, improve community resil-

ience, and promote public-private

partnerships. Pilot sites of Project -

TRANSFORM in Visayas are in Or-
moc City, Leyte which waslaunched
on January 18, and then in Luzon

with the municipalities of Limay,

Mariveles, and Orion in Bataan
province on May 9; followed by
the municipalities Malimono, San
Francisco, and Burgos in Surigao

del Norte in Mindanao launched
on June 23,
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Lima Water lab to offer
more services—Aboitiz

VHElaboratory of Lima Water,

' I Aboitiz InfraCapital’s water
business unit, has again se-

cured the recognition of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR) as an environ-
mental testing laboratory.

Y

This means Lima Water is autho-

rized toconducttestingand analysis
of water and wastewater to ensure
that the quality adheres to national
standards.

The company saidithas obtained
the DENR'’s approval to expand its
scope of services, which will now in-
cludeadditionalrecognized effluent

parameterssuch asammonia,nitrate -

and color,

“Having received the DENR’s rec-
ognition and approval to broaden
our scope of services, we are now
equipped to extend our laboratory
services to other companies, assist-
ing them in ensuring that their ef-
fluent adheres to government stan-
dards and promotes environmental
preservation,” Lima Water General
Manager Hazele Manalo said.

“With our expanded capabilities,
we aim to contribute even more sig-
nificantly to environmental conser-
vation, waterrésourcemanagement,
and sustainable practices.”

Effluent refers to treated waste-
water dischargedintoanaturalbody

of water. Toprotect the environment
and public health from the adverse
effects of pollution, the government
has established effluent standards
and regulations to limit the amount
of pollutants and contaminants
permissible for discharge into the
environment, :
“With the recent renewal of Lima
Water's DENR recognition and the
expansion of our laboratory servic-
es, we are steadfastly advancing the
cause of environmental protection,”
Aboitiz InfraCapital head of water
business Anna Lu said.
“These milestones hold excep-

‘tional significance as we serve a

diverse range of companies within
the Lima Estate. Ensuring that the
wastewater effluent quality meets
the regulatory standards is an 1m-
portant measure to avert water con-
tamination.”

Lima Water is the sole water and
wastewater services provider for
Lima Estate, an industrial park de-
velopment in Calabarzon, hostmg
more than 150 locators with over
65,000 employees. Operatzng two
wastewater treatment facilities with

‘acombined treatment capacity of 3¢

million liters of wastewater dan]y
Lima Water was able to treat more
than 2 billion liters of wastewater
in 2022. V6 (abuag

£
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Not down the

drain;

Wastewater offers a promising climate and nature solution

WASTEWATER is a growing health and en-
vironmental threat, accounting for almost as

| much planet warming emissions as the avia-

_ tion industry. ; v

Yet with the right policies, wastewater
| could provide alternative energy to half a bil-
| lion people, supply over 10 times the water

4y

| provided by current global desalination capac-

| ity and offset over 10 percent of global fertil-
| izer use. These findings appear in an analysis
 published last week by the UN Environment
Program (UNEP) and GRID-Arendal with the
© Global Wastewater Initiative (GWWI).
The report urges governments and busi-

rtunity, rather than a problem to be
-&Tgo?sggooﬁ There are multiple bénefits for
effectively collecting, treating, and feusing

| nesses to treat wastewater as a circular econ-

wastewater—including new jobs and revenue |
streams. Additional advantages would result

. from reducing the volume of wastewater pro-
duced.

Today, only 11 percent of the world’s treat-
ed wastewater is reused and around half of the
world's untreated wastewater still enters riv-
ers, lakes and geas. To safely fulfill the poten-

tial of wastewater as a valuable resource, the

report calls to reduce the volume being pro-

| duced, prevent and reduce contamination, and
| manage it to capture the resources that can be
safely reused.

“Globally, wastewater is full of potential,
yet it is currently allowed instead to contami-
nate the ecosystems we rely on,” said Leticia
Carvalho, principal coordinator of the Marine

i and Freshwater Branch of UNEP. “We must
. not let the opportunity simply disappear down

the drain: it’s time, to realize the promise of
| wastewater as an alternatives source of clean

. water, energy, and important nutrients.”

- The global water crisis is made worse by
wastewater, which originates from kitchens,
bathrooms and toilets, industrial effluent,

_ agricultural effluent, stormwater and urb

Tun-off. Chemicals and excessive nutrients

in. wastewater degrade ecosystems, including. |
soil, freshwater sources and oceans, contribut.

' ing to food insecurity and other social issues, |

Through the release of potent greenhouse |
gases such as methane and: nitrous oxide," |
Wwastewater accounts for about 1.57 percent of .|

_ global emissions, just below the climate harm |

caused by the global aviation industry,

Yet wastewater can become a climate solu-
tion: in generating biogas, heat and electricity, .
it can produce about five times more energy

_ than is required for its treatment—enough to

provide electricity for around half g billion
people per year. By reducing water insecurity,
good management of wastewater can also
support countries’ efforts to adapt to climate
change, UNEP News
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* Japan must commit) &
to safely disposing
of nuclear wastewater

plant in Fukushima, Japan, began releasing into thé Pacific
Ocean water that had been used to cool the facility’s reactors.

" The discharge of the wastewater was approved by the Tokyo govern-
thent after the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) certified’
that the procedure passed “relevant international safety standards.”
Despite the IAEA's stamp of approval, the move has whipped up a
storm of protest from Japan’s neighbors and environmental watch-
dogs. Critics insist more studies need to be done, China has been the
most strident detractor. “By dumping the waterinto the ocean, Japan is
spreading the risks to the rest of the world and passing an open wound
onto the future generations of humanity,” its foteign ministry said. -

A state-run newspaper in Beijing turned to a popular
cinematic monster to dramatize its criticism. “What will be'
unleashed once the Pandora’s box is open?” it said. “The
answer to this question may become a landmine threaten-
ing the ecological environment of the world and the fears of
real-life Godzilla among the public worldwide.” To underline
its point, China has banned all seafood imports from Japan,
and is calling on other Pacific countries to follow its lead.

At the core of the debate on the safety of dumping nuclear
wastewater into the sea is tritium. The hydrogen isotope is a
byproduct of nuclear fission that is used to either kill or heal:
it can enhance the destructive power of a nuclear bomb, but
it is also a highly effective tool in radiotherapy, acting as a
“tracer” to draw a diagnostic map of a particular human organ.

Tritium and other radioactive elements contaminate the water used
as areactor coolant, so a nuclear plant must find away to safely dispose
of its wastewater. One way is to store it in secure above-ground tanks. |
Or it can be buried in wells or caves deep underground.

The most common method is to treat nuclear wastewater be-'
fore releasing it into the sea. Nuclear plants around the world,
including those in the United States, have been disposing of their
tritium-tainted water this way for decades, according to studies.

Thirteen nuclear power plants in China each dumped
more tritium into the ocean in 2021 than the amount to be'
released from the Fukushima plant in one year, according
to the Japanese news agency NHK, citing Chinese statistics.

-LASTweek. the operator of the tsunami-devastated nuclear power

‘Science-, fact-based perspective’

Tc?kyo has guaranteed that the water from the Fukushima plant
w‘lll go through a state-of-the-art filtering system that removes,62
dlffer‘en_t radioactive materials, leaving only tritium. The level of the
remaining tritium will be “consistent with relevant international
safety standards" and “will have a negligible radiological impact
‘on people and the environment,” Japanese officials assured.

The. first batch of discharged water from the Fukushima plant
\contained about 190 becquerels of tritium per liter — well below
ithe World Health Organization drinking water limit of 10 000
|becqu£_mgls per liter, the officials said. Tokyd has been on "c; PR
Ioffensivg to defend the discharge of nuclear wastewater into the
‘Pacific. Japan will “continue efforts to.gain further understand-
ing from the international community while scientifically refut—i
Iing plql_itically motivated opinions,” its ambassador to Manila,
IKo‘sl'%l_kawa. Kazuhiko, said in a statement last week. Japan will
continue monitoring the process “in a multi-layered manner with,
!.the mvolv_gment qf th_s IAEA” Kazuhiko'said. “And if Some'event;.
‘oceurs, such as r?t_i}qacuwty levels exceeding standards, appropriate
measures, including not discharging or suspending the discharge,
iwlll_ be taken.” The P_hil‘ippi'rie's-hﬁs been cautious in endtizfsin'g the. |
iwaste".vater discharge, saying only. that it ‘rqcogrﬁzes” the [AEA’s
technical expertise on which Japan based its décisi_On.

] The Depgmnen't of Foreign Affairs (DFA] said the Philippines
“continues to look at the issue from a science- and'“"fac‘t-b;sed '
'pers__'pec-tive and its impact on the waters in the region.” We full |
agree with the DFA stand. It prevents the country from getting swe 5;
. deep_er‘imo the swirling political undercurrents affecﬁngthe'regioﬂ |
- Draining the 1 million tons of wastewater from the Fuku:'
§hima plant will take 30 to 40 years, What we need from Japan
is a firm commitment that it will stay the course. e
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Fiji commission slams
wastewater release

SUVA: The Human Rights and An-
ti-Discrimination Commission
in Fiji has condemned Japan's

discharge of nuclear-contami-
_ nated wastewater into the ocean,

urging the Pacific Island leaders

to stand in solidarity to oppose

Tokyo's move.

The commissmn sald ina

statement that the right to a
clean and healthy environment
is linked to other fundamental
human rights like the right to
life, health, food, water, and
sanitation among others.

It implored the Fijian govern-
ment to uphold ;ts constitutional
obligations to protect the rights of
all persons in the country.

According to the Constitution of
the Republic of Fiji, every person
has the right to a clean and healthy

Mo

environment, which includes the
right to have the natural world
protected for the benefit of
present and future generations
through legislative and other
measures, the statement said.
“The UN General Assembly
has already adopted a resoly-
tion declaring that the right to
a healthy, clean and sustainab]e
environment is a universal hy.
man right,” the commission
noted, “It is the duty of every.
one to protect that right.”
Struck by a massive earthquake
and an ensuing tsunami in March
2011, the Fukushlmanudear Pow-
er plant suffered core meltdowns,
It generated a massive amount
of water tainted with radioactive
substances from coolingdown the
nuclear fuel. XINHuA
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Japan reports wave of
Chinese phone harassment
after Fukushima discharge

OKYO, Japan (AFP) — Tokyo
has urged Beijing to "ensure
the safety of Japanese residents
in China" after a wave of tele-
phone harassment targeting businesses
in Japan sparked by the controversial
discharge of Fukushima wastewater.

While Japan insists the release of the
treated water is safe — a view backed
by the UN's nuclear watchdog — China
has staunchly opposed it and banne_d
all Japanese seafood imports, saying it
contaminates the ocean. '

The Japanese government on Sun-
day published new data showing waters
off Fukushima continued to post radio-
activity levels well within safe limits.

Calls from China began flooding
Japanese businesses from Thursday,
when operator TEPCO started releasing

water used to cool the stricken nuclear
reactors at Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
plant.

Japanese businesses and groups,
ranging from a concert hall in Tokyo
to an aquarium in northern Iwate, re-
ported that they had started receiving so
many calls from Chinese speakers that
they had difficulty conducting normal
operations.

Hiroyuld Namazu, a senior Japanese
diplomat in charge of Asian and Ocea-
nian affairs, voiced his regret about the
calls and told senior officials at the Chi-
nese embassy in Tokyo to call for calm
in China, the Japanese foreign ministry
said in a statement late Saturday.

Similar incidents have also occurred
in China against Japanese facilities,
Namazu told Chinese embassy officials,

according to the statement.

"We strongly urge the Chinese gov-
ernment to take appropriate measures,
such as calling on its citizens to act
calmly, and to takeall possiblemeasureg
to ensure the safety of Japanese resj-
dents in China and Japanese diplomatic

missions in China,"

Tokyo'sembassyin Beijing has sep-
arately urged its nationals there to Te-
frain from speaking loudly in Japanese,

A Fultushima businessperson talq

the Kyodo news agency that his four

restaurants and pastry shops received a
total of about 1,000 calls on Friday,
mostly from China.

His businesses had to unplug their
phones, Kyodo said.

Fukushima city mayor Hiroshj Ko-
hata said in a Facebook post Saturday

()

that thecity hall had received around
200 similar calls in two days, while
local schools, restaurants and hotels
also became targets,

"Iwill report this to the Japanese
governmentand demand action," he
wrote in his post, .

Chinese social media users

shared videos of themselves making
callstoJapanese numbers, including
restaurants in Fukushima,
_ TheJapanese environmentmin-
Istry said Sunday that a fresh test of
Fukushimacoastalwatershowed no
elevated levels of tritium,

The ministry added that the
water samples did not show signs
of gamma radiation that Can come
from other radioactive Materials
such as caesium.
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Fukushima residents are cautious after the wrecke(
nuclear plant began releasing treated wastewater

By MARI YAMAGUCHI | The Associated Press

shima Daiichi nuclear power plant were mixed amid uncertainty

IW’A KI, Japan—Fish auction prices at a port south of the Fuku-

over how seafood consumers will respond to the release of treat-
ed and diluted radioactive wastewater into the ocean.

The plant, whichwasdamagedin
the 2011 earthquake and tsunami,
begansendingthetreated waterinto
the Pacific on Thursday despite pro-
testsathomeandinnearbycountries
that are adding political and dip-
lomatic pressures to the economic
worries.

Hideakilgari,amiddlemanatthe
Numanouchi fishing port, said the
priceoflarger flounder, Fukushima's
signature fish known as Joban-
mono, wasmore than 10 percentlow-
erattheFridaymorningauction, the
first since the water release began.
Pricesof someave rage-size flounder
rose,but presumably duetoalimited
catch, says Igari. Others fell.

It was a relatively calm market
reaction to the water release. But,
Igari said, “we still have to see how
it goes next week”

The decadeslongreleasehasbeen
strongly opposed by fishing groups
and criticized by neighboring coun-
tries. China immediately banned
imports of seafood from Japan in
response, adding to worries in the
fisheries community and related
businesses.

[n Seoul on Saturday, thousands
of South Koreans took to the streets
tocondemnthereleaseof wastewater
andtocriticizethe South Koreangov-
ernment forendorsing the plan. The
protesters called on Japan to store
radioactive water in tanks instead
of releasingitinto the Pacific Ocean.

A citizens' radiation testing cen-
terinJapansaidit’s gettinginquiries
andexpectsmore peoplemight bring
in food, water and other samples as
radiation data is now 3 key barom-
eter for what to eat.

Japanese fishing groups fear the
release will do more harm to the
reputation of seafood from the Fy.
kushima area. Theyare still striving
ta repair the damage to their busi.
nesses from the meltdown at the
power plant after the ea rthquake

and tsunami.

“We now have this water after
all these years of struggle when the
fish market price is finally becom-
ing stable,” Igari said after Friday's
auction. "Fisheries people fear that
prices of the fish they catch for their
living may crash again, and worry
about their future living.”

The Japanese government and
the plant’s operator, Tokyo Electric
Power Company Holdings, say the
water must be released to make way
for the facility’s decommissioning
and to prevent accidental leaks of
insufficiently treated water. Much
of tank-held water still contains
radioactive materials exceeding re-
leasable levels.

Some wastewater at the plant is
recycled as coolant after treatment,
and the rest is stored in around
1,000 tanks, which are filled to 98
percent of their 1.37 million-ton ca-
pacity. The tanks cover much of the
complex and must be cleared out to
make room for new facilities needed
for the decommissioning process,
officials say.

Authorities say the wastewa-
ter after treatment and dilution is
safer than international standards
require, and that its environmental
impact will be negligible. On Friday,
the first seawater samples collected
after the release were significantly
below the legally releasable levels,
the power company said.

But, having suffered a series of
accidental and intended releases of
contaminated water from the plant
early in the disaster, hard feelings
and distrust of the government and
TEPCOrundeepinFukushima—es-
pecially in the fishing community.

TEPCO says the release will take
30years, oruntilthe end of the plant
decommissioning, People fear that
couldmeanatough future foryouths
n the fishing town, where many
businesses are family-run,

Fukushima's current catch al-
ready is only about one-fifth its
pre-disaster level due to a decline jn
the number of fishers and de creased
catch sizes.

The governmenthasallocated 89
billion yen ($550 million) tosupport
fisheries and seafood processing,
and to combat potential reputation
damageby5ponsoringcampaignsto
promote Fukushima's Joban-mong
and processed seafood. TEPCO has
promised to deal with reputationa]
damage claims, and those hurt by
China’s export ban.

Tetsu Nozaki, head of the Fuku-
shimaprefectural fisheries coo pera-
tives, said in a statement that wor-
ries of the fishing com munity will
continue for as long as the water is
released.

“Ouronlywishis tocontinue fish-
ingforgenerationsinourhome town,
like we used to before the accident,”
Nozaki said.

Fish prices largely depend on the
sentiment of wholesalers and con-
sumers in the Tokyo region, where
large portions of the Fukushima
catch goes.

At the Friday auction at the Nu-
manouchiport, theprice for flounder
wasdown fromitsusuallevel ofabout
3,500 yen ($24) per kilogram (2.2
pounds) to around 3,000 yen ($20),
said Igari, the middleman,

“Isuspect the result is because of
the start of the treated water release
from the Fukushima Daiichiand fear
about its impact,” he said,

Igarisaidthedischa tgeisdiscour-

* aging but hopes careful testing can

prove the safety of their fish, “From
the consumers’ point of view about
food safety at home, I think the best
barometer is data,” he said,

At Mother's Radiation Lab Fuluy-
shimainIwaki,acitizens’ testingcen-
ter known as Tarachine, tests were
being conducted on water samples,
includingon tritiumlevels forseawa-
terthat thelab collected from just off
the Fukushima Daiichi plant before
the release,

Lab director Ai Kimura said any-
one can bring in food, water or even
soil, though the lab has big backlogs
because testing take time.

Shejoined thelah afterregretting

she might not have fully protected
her daughters because of the lack of
information and knowledge earlier
in the disaster. She says having in-
dependent test results is important
not because of distrust of govern-
ment data, but because “we learned
over the past 12 years the impor-
tance of testing in order to get data”
on what mothers want to know for
servingsafeand healthyfood to their
children and families. Kimura said
People have different views about
safety—some are fine with govern-
mentstandards, otherswantthemto
be as close to zero as possible.

“It’s very difficult to make every-
one feelsafe..,.That’swhyweconduct
testing so we can visualize data on
food from different places and help
People have more options to make a
decision,” she said.

Kimura said the lab’s testing has
shown Fukushima fish tobe safeover
the past few years, and she happily
eats local fish, “It's totally fine to
eat fish that does not contain radia-
tion,” she said. But now the treated
Wastewater release will bring new
questions, she said.

Aeon,a major supermarket chain
thathasbeen testing cesium and io-
dinelevels in fish, announced plans
toalsotest fortritium, aradionuclide
Inseparable from water. .

Katsumasa Okawa, a fish store
and restaurant operator who was at
one of his four shops Thursday, said
customersweresparseafter the plant
started its fina] steps of the treated
water release at 1 p.m. and media

. Teports covered the development.

Buton Friday, he said, his Yamako
seafood restaurant next to [waki 's
main train station seemed to e do-
ingbusinessas usual, with customers
cominginand out duringlunchtime.

Okawa said he’s been looking
forward ta the wastewater draining
as a big step toward decommission-
ing the nuclear plant. “I feel more at
easethinkingthose tanlks willfinally
g0 away.”

Okawa, whosaid hedidvelunta ry
testing of his products for number
of yearsafter the disaster, isworried
about re turning to the days of radia-
tiontestinganddataasabenchmark
of what to eat.
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RECLAMATION AGENCY
 JUSTIFIES BAYPROJECTS

By Marlon Ramos

@MRamosINQ

The reclamation projects in
Manila Bay were actually de-
signed to shield the commu-
nities along its coast from
tsunamis and storm surges,

. an official of the Philippine

Reclamation Authority (PRA)

claimed on Sunday. -
“The reason why these

reclamation projects were on i

- ahigher elevation is that these

also serve as coastal protec-
tion,” PRA Assistant General

| Manager Joseph Literal said in
| a statement. f
Contrary to the fears of

some senators, Literal said the

 reclamation activities would

not worsen the flooding in the
metropolis since they were
designed with “climate change,
projections” in mind.

The expansion of the

. coastal areas used the sprawl-
- ing SM Mall of Asia complex

in Pasay City as its baseline,

-according to the PRA official.

Literal also clarified that
of the 22 reclamation projects

ronment and Natural Resourc-
es suspended, only 13 were in
Manila Bay. g

“These projects are han-
dled by various local govern-
ments, such as Navotas, Ma-
nila, Pasay, Paranaque, Las
Pinas, Bacoor and the prow-
ince of Cavite,” he said.

Two weeks ago, President
Marcos said only one of the
ongoing reclamation activis
ties was allowed to continue
pending the review being con-
ducted by the government.

As to concerns that the

construction of the man-made

coastal lands would block the

picturesque sunset in Manila-

Bay, the PRA official said the
public would actually have “3
bigger viewing deck” once the

reclaimed areas are complet. *

ed. \
- Said Literal: “The people
in Metro Manila will have op-
portunities to view the sun-
set from different vantage
points.” i
“There will be no abstrucs

‘tion,” he stressed, “since the
will be at the front of Manila

Bay.” mo iy

g

NEWS

PRA exec defends
reclamation projects

 Assistant General Manager Joseph Literal of the
 Philippine Reclamation Authority (PRA) on Sunday
said reclamation projects in Manila Bay are designeq
to shield coastal communities from tsunamis S
storm surges. Since these projects are “on a highey

elevation,” they would “se
he said, adding that reclan

- worsen flooding as these comply with “climate
RY BY MARLON RAMOS

&

change projecti@_{;s." —ST0|

rve as coastal Protectiop »

tion activities would no¢
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Reclamation protection vs tsunamis — PRA exec

LAND reclamations in coastal
areas can act as protection against

storm surges and tsunamis and

will likely prevent flooding, a

Philippine Reclamation Authonty .

(PRA) official said.
PRA Assistant General Manager

Joseph Literal on Sunﬂay allayed

fears over teclamations- in?. Mamla
Bay after the Department of Enm”on—
ment and Natural Resources {DENR]

issued suspension orders ‘against 22-
projects pending the result of'lrs_cu-_

mulative impact assessinent. *
The issuance ofth

suépe'psidn 4 :
; "’Peoplg"
longer anﬁ'mere?o

storm surges and tsunamis, in compli-
ance with climate change projections.

Likewise, the PRA official dis-
puted claims of flooding in Metro
Manila, saying that the Pasay
Coastal Development Project isan
island reclamation with the Mall of

_":Asm,as its hasehne
Literal gavé assurances to the

publlc that they can stlll enloy
the Manila Bay stinset tipon the

_.completion of 'the feclamation
:'-'-'prci]ects, 4s a bigger viewing deck
“in different locations will be pro-

dec_l to admire the scenery. . *
etro:Manila haVe
ortunltles lo

ake" - tion because they are right there

“official pomtedout’« H"

in front of Manila: Bay, the PRA

o

22 reclamation projects suspended
by the DENR are in Manila Bay.
These projects are handled by
various local government units,
such as the cities of Navotas, Manila,
Pasay, Parafiaque, Las Pifias and
Bacoor, and the province of Cavite.
The PRA- ‘was' created to serve
primarily asthe clearinghouse
for all reda_manog projects in the
cotintry. It was désignated as the
.agency pnmanly responSIble for
‘integrating, coordmatmg, and di-
-recting all reclamation projects on

- behalf of the natiion':il gov'ernmen t.

,Revocatlon, not

¢ - Suspension.
vantage pomt ’[herﬁls no obstruc- -

For the Paiﬁ 'ansang Lakas ng
Kllusang Mamamalakaya ng
P“hpmas [Pamalakayé‘j mere

suspensmn of reclamatron proj-

ects is not enough, citing the en-
vironmental impact the dredging
activities are causing.

The group urged the DENR to

revoke the environmental compli-

ance certificate and other permits
for various land reclamation proj-
ects in Manila Bay that were found
to be liable for alleged environ-
mental violations.

Pamalakaya said those found
violating environmental laws
should be held accountable for
the destruction of Manila Bay,
an important fishing ground in
Luzon, and the displacement of
comimunities,

For instance, the group cited the
need to restore the more than 300
fishing families who were forcibly
evacuated from Bacoor, Cavite, due

to land reclamation.
FRANCO JOSE C. BARONA
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Proposal to ban use of plastic

in election campaign backed

BY JONATHAN L. MAaYUGA
Y@jonlmayuga

LOCAL waste and pollution
A watchdog expressed support behind
a proposed measure that will ban
the use of plastic in-election campaigns.

The EcoWaste Coalition ssued lastSunday
a statement of support behind Senate Bill
1762 filed by Senator Raffy T. Tulfo. SB
1762 seeks to amend Republic Act 9006
or the “Fair Election Act” as candidates for
the upcoming Barangay and Sangguniang
Kabataan Elections (BSKE) prepare to file
their Certificates of Candidacy starting
August 28.

As Tulfo's proposed measure has not yet
been enacted into law, the group is appealing
to all BSKE candidates to voluntarily moderate
theiruseoftarpau!instowoovoters,notingthat
most tarpaulins are made of polyvinyl chloride
(PVC}pIastic.TheIatter,accordingtmhegmup,
is produced using carcinogenic substances like

- vinyl chloride and cadmium,

The group further requested the
Commission on Elections (Comelec) to
use its powers to monitor, control and
prevent the excessive and inappropriately-
placed tarpaulins, including candidates’
promotional back-to-school, fiesta and
related “greetings,” before, during and even
after the official campaign period.

In recommending a prohibition on
plastic posters, Tulfo noted the excessive
use of tarpaulins during the campaign

season, which “mostly end up in landfills
and sometimesin bodies of water, causing
pollution and flood,” adding “they'do not
degrade quickly and may take 1,000 years
to decompose.” '

The senator, likewise, cited the results
of the laboratory tests commissioned by the
EcoWaste Coalition thatdetected cadmium, a
carcinogen and renal toxin, on the campaign
tarpaulins of some presidential aspirants in
the elections held in 2022,

Laboratorytests commissioned bythegroup
found 607 to 775 parts per milliorf (ppm) of
cadmium on the multicolored coatingsand 384
t0546 ppmonthe whitesheet of six presidential
campaigntarpaulinsthatwere analyzed, Under
the European Union’s“Cadmium Directive,"the
totalamount of cadmium on plastic, paintand
polymerstabilizers shouldnotexceed 100 ppm
whatever their use or intended final purpose.

Aside from cadmium, PVC plastic may
containleadpigment, stabilizerand phthalates
to make such plastic soft and flexible, These
additives can migrate from PVC Products to
consumers and may also be released to the
environment when such products are dumped
or burned, the group said.

The EcoWaste Coalition also pointed
out that incinerating chlorinated plastics
like PVC generates highly toxic by-product
dioxins and furans, known as persistent
organic pollutants targeted for ntinuing
minimization and, where feasible,
ultimate elimination under the “Stockholm
Convention
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Cost of plastic waste cleanup to hit $297M

By Ca1 U. ORDINARIO
" ¥ @caiordinarlo

insevenmajorriversacrossSoutheast

‘ THE total clean-up of plastic pollution
Asiawill cost $297 million, according

td environment experts.

. This is according to an Asian Develop-'

ment Blog penned by National University
of Singapore Centre for Nature-based Cli-
mateSolutionsand Tropical MarineScience
Institute’s Audrey Tan and Asian Develop-
ment Bank's Francesco Ricciardi.,

Cost Qf. pl _;st|c waste cleanup to h

brakes on how fast the wofld Is warming,

Tan and. Rlcclardi sald addressmg ‘glgstici;

Tanandecaardlsaldplasncpolluuoms
costing Southeast Asian countries $23,100
to $270 000 per square lulometet of coral
reef.

“As government coffers are limited, the
privatesectorhis tobebroughtintothedis-
cussions. Thatrequiresapipelineof projects
that not only meet environmental targets
but are also profit-making. Such projects,
however, are few and far between,” the ex-
perts said.

CIungaZOZIADBreport.TanandRmard:
said there i s an annual funding gap of $459

+-pollution is important in climate change

| adaptation. and mitigation, This is not only

! becauSeofthecostsbutalsothefactthatover

(deve p‘ment improv,ed,:
ndjjob. eatioﬁarecriticalinthe_,

ret{orda ~of 20 95 degrees
g!ioq e '

“The WOrlds oceansmlay a critical role
in regulatmg the dimate. They put the -

¥

[

Kfvdeh'“
, b.

billion that needs to be filled before countries
can fully access opportunities in sustain-
able coastal infrastructure, wastewater treat
ment.sustamabletounsmandfoodpmducuon

One recommendation to plug this gap
is through blended finance—the combi-
nation of public and private capital. But
otherinnovative financial tools couldalso
help, the authors said.

Theseinnovative financial tools mclude
the rise of carbon matkets which could
inject new funds for ocean conservation
through the sale of carbon credits from the

protection of coastal or marine habxtats
like mangroves.

The list includes blue bonds and insur-.
ance schemes that are also being devel-

- oped to improve the resilience of coasta)

habitats.

“Parametricinsurance schemes that pay .
out for reef restoration after a hurricane
have been rolled out to protect the Meso- I
american reef, and similar schemes are be-
ing developed for Asia and the Pacific ” the

experts said.
CONTINUED ONA4

lt $29~7M

by absorbingyast .amounts. of heat and'
planet-warming carbon dioxide, and also

¥

poles” Tan and Ricciardi said,

. make the higher Iatltudes more liveable by
* transferring heat from the trop|cs to, the‘

¢

Ihey also noted that oceans presént a,

R -wealth «of untapped resouftes foi cutting:

emissions, dealing with climate impacts and:

e75|ty

Y, €o- beneﬁts to communitues and

' The' deep se‘a keeps carbon ot of the
atmospliere, mangroves protect communities

©. .from coastal disasters, and maring- genetic

resources pave the way for medical

‘mnovatlons—like ﬂuerescent proteins in
- jellyﬁsh that can help détect cancer,

“There is still mucki of the ‘bive realm
that humanity has yet to discover, but‘
current knowledge: of oceani¢ ecosystems
already indictes they have immense value

 to societies,"Tan and Ricciardi sald,
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| DENR: PRODUCTS LIKELY FAKE |

'GREEN GROUP SEEKS PROBE OF SALE OF ‘AMULETS,

TEMS FROM MT. BANAHAW |

By Delfin T. Mallari Jr.
@dtmallarijrINQ

LUCENA CITY—An officer
of environmental law group
“Tanggol Kalikasan” (TK) urged
the authorities to investigate
the unabated selling of charms,

‘amulets, sacred objects, plants

and flowers taken from the
mystical Mt. Banahaw.

Jay Lim, project officer of TK,

noted the widespread, sale, both
online and in physical stores, of
flora, fauna (including wood and

plant species native to the moun-

tain) and other exotic items that
were advertised as, originating
from Banahaw and its adjacent
mountain, San Cristobal.

“This should be investigat-
ed by the appropriate authori-
ties because they (sellers) claim
that the materials were sourced
frnm Mt Ranahaw ” T'ima caid in

an interview on Saturday.

He added: “It seems that
some form of gathering mightbe
happening within the protected
area without the knowledge of
government authorities.”

The 11,133-hectare Banahaw
and San Cristobal mountain
ranges straddle the towns of Luc-
ban, Tayabas, Sariaya, Candelaria
and Dolores in QueZzon, and parts
of the towns of Rizal, Nagcarlan,
Liliw and Majayjay and San Pablo
City in Laguna province.

‘Fake items’

In 2004, the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) sealed off the
bosom of Banahaw to rehabil-
itate the mountain after years
of abuse by pilgrims and trek-
kers. It declared the mountains’
peaks off-limits to the public.

On Nar 112.9nnn then Prac-

ident Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
declared the two mountains as
protected areas under Republic
Act No. 9847.

Magtanggol Barrion, DENR
forest ranger assigned in Bana-
haw and San Cristobal, brushed
aside the selling of products
and religious items supposedly
from Banahaw.

“In my opinion, they might
be using the name of Mt, Ban-
ahaw  to deceive customers.
Those materials didn’t come
from Banahaw,” Barrion said in
an online interview on Saturday.,

'Lim said that some sellers
were probably scammers offer-
ing “fake items” from Banahaw,

These items supposedly
sourced from Banahaw are cov-
eted by buyers, as possessors be-
lieved these would protect them
against diseases and danger or
wonld hrine them onad Tick

But Lim said the DENR
could not just dismiss the claim.

“What if some of them are
genuine and truly sourced from
Banahaw? It only meant that an
illegal activity had been com-
mitted and thus should be in-
vestigated,” Lim, who is also a
mountaineer, emphasized.

Barrion stressed the rules on
the mountain closures remained
enforced except for areas kept
open for research purposes. But
researchers should first obtain
a permit from the local Protect-

ed Area Management Office as .

part of the requirement to enter
Mounts Banahaw and San Cris-
tobal, he added.

Scientific study
Manny Calayag, a mem-
ber of the local Protected Area
Management Board (PAMB),
said thev will discuss the.is-

sue in their next meeting. The
PAMB is a multisectoral body
tasked by the government to
monitor protected areas.

Calayag also opined that the |

claims of the sellers were hot

credible, as everything within -

the two mountains were not al-
lowed to be taken out, “except
with a permit.”

“However, the permit giv-
en is only for scientific study,
and it identifies what is being
collected and how much is be-
ing taken. It’s not allowed to be
sold or turned into a business,”
he explained.

Despite the prohibition, some
individuals still managed to sneak
into Banahaw via new trails es-
tablished by unscrupulous villag-
ers, mountaineers and explorers
of mystic items that they would
sell, the Inquirer learned.

The items for sale included

CHARMS These amulets and

charms, supposedly made from

mystical wood sourced from
Mt. Banahaw, are openly sold .
in Dolores town in Quezon
province during Holy Week in
2017. —DELFIN T.MALLAR) JR.

amulets, charms and religioyg
icons supposedly made from jj.

digenous hardwood called “dig-

num,” which turns black ag it
ages, and which folklore claimeq
to be the sime wood species
used to make the cross where
Jesus Chyrist was nailed to, wq
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DLSU UNIVERSITY FELLOW,

_ In July, international marine conser-

vation nonprofit Mission Blue named
the Verde Island Passage (VIP) in
Southern Luzon a “Hope Spot.”
° The new status paves the way
for additional protection for the
area, a critical step in preserving the
region’s rich marine biodiversity,
which is under attack from industrial
activities.

DLSU University Fellow and Br.

Alfred Shields FSC Ocean Research

Center (SHORE) Director Dr. Wilfre-
do Licuanan and Senior Curator of
Invertebrate Zoology at California
Academy of Sciences Dr. Terrence
Gosliner were named Hope Spot
Champions for their efforts to push
for the expansion of the VIP Ma-
rine Protected Area (MPA) Network,
which covers 114 million hectares of
coral reef and has been described as
one of the most biodiverse places'on

Gosliner and Licuanan, with

their partner institutions, have been
conducting primary research on ad-
vancing coral rearing and spawning
techniques. They are developing
these to be deployed for restoration

£

PARTNERS PUSH FOR NARINE HOPE SPOT

VerdeIsland Passage between Southern Luzon and Northern

Mindorolsland, extending from Lubang Island (west) and Tablas
Island (east). oy %

work in areas that lack natural resil-
ience,

Part of their work is to identify
Pparticularly resilient coral species
and reefs and establish national '
standardization across reef moni-
toring techniques. For this they have

_ Partnered with ABS-CBN Foundation

to train community volunteers on

citizen science tasks such as moni-
toring reefs and collecting data,
Gosliner and Licuanan are also
seeking the inclusion of the VIp
as a National Integrated Protected
Area System of the Philippines and
to have it declared as 5 Particularly
Sensitive Sea Area by (e Interna-
np_nal Maritime Organization (IMO).

&




N STRATEGIC
§ COMMUNICATION
“ . AND
) [ ATIVES

ugeissa  SERVICE
P

TITLE :

A5 |

PAGE

PAGE LOWER

PAGE 1

ol B:':P;ii EDITORIAL CARTOON
AUG £8 i
DATE

FAQ: Efforts to safeguard biodiversity receive welcome boost

HE Food and Agriculture

| Organization of the Unit-

ed Nations (FAO) said the

Global Biodiversity Framework

Fund has been launched during

the Seventh Global Environmen-

tal Facility (GEF) Assembly in
Vancouver, Canada.

The newly established fund
will facilitate financing for de-
veloping countries—which are
often the most biediverse—to
enhance their ability to protect,
restore and ensure the sustain-
able use of natural resources, as
established through The Kun-
ming-Montreal Global Biodiver-
sity Framework adopted by 196
Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity at COP15in
December 2022.

“The Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework places ag-
rifood systems at the forefront of
an enormous challenge that will re-
quireimportantfinancial resources,

coordination, and commitment to
implement win-win solutions for
people and the planet. The new
Fund is also an essential part of
climate action, and a critical step
towards making these solutions a
reality,” FAOQ Deputy Director-Gen-
eral Maria Helena Semedo saidina
statemente.

The fund, uniquely dedicated
to supporting the Framework and
its action towards halting and re-
versing biodiversity loss by 2030
and putting nature on a recovery
path by 2050, provides an oppor-
tunity to receive funding from all
sources. Two countries have an-
nounced initial contributions to
start its capitalization: Canada
pledged 200 million Canadian
dollars and the United Kingdom
10 million pounds.

FAO said biodiversity is the
variety of life at genetic, spacies
and ecosystem levels. It is essen-
tial for food and agriculture and

indispensable to food security
and sustainable development. It
includes the domesticated plants
and animals that are part of crop,
livestock, forest or aquaculture
systems, harvested forest and
aquatic species, the wild relatives
of domesticated species, and other
wildspeciesharvested for foodand
other products.

Over half of the targets of the
Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity
Framework are directly related to
agrifood sectors, and FAO is the
custodian of four of the Frame-
work's headlineindicators: ecosys-
temrestoration, fish stocks, areas
under productive and sustainable
agriculture, and sustainable forest
management.

“The transformation of ag-
rifood systems to make them
more sustainable can unlock
solutions that generate mul-
tiple benefits, including safe-
guarding biodiversity which

canhelp address the challenges
posed by diverse and changing
environmental conditions and
socioeconomic circumstances.”

Actions such as diversifying
production systems, for example
by using multiple species, breeds
orvarieties, integrating the use of
crop, livestock, forest and aquatic
biodiversity, or promoting habitat
diversity in the local landscape
or seascape, increase resilience,
tackle the climate crisis, improve
livelihoods and support food se-
curity and nutrition.

FAO is a member of the Ad
Hoc Technical Expert group on
Global Biodiversity Framework
Indicatorsandisalso co-leading,
with the UN Environment Pro-
gram, the UN Decade on Ecosys-
tem Restoration which actively
contributes to the monitoring
and reporting of Target 2 of the
Kunming-Montreal GBF related
to restoring degraded areas.
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THE Loc,al,Water (‘lﬁlmes,‘Admmlstran g’n
LWUA { to' provide potable wat
“to.abo 7 2 mllhon families, or a::ound
lion individ; s,'l’:efore the e (d“of

resident. Ferdman Matco Tr's erm, m
3 2028, the agemcy’s top. o’fﬁa_
] ) S ‘ Sﬁﬂ\]l s

g e Tyl

" 20d, T ~A Admmlstrator Vicente

I f—[ox%l[e;ﬁevil said the agency is heeding
e

ident'd. call to ensure the country’s

i

VIWUA, a government-owned and.,
![ ~controlled corporation, provides dlean’ "

temtorargund 5;4 million heusehelds
ﬁor@m;gg& 3 million people, and ‘opﬂ ’
{ erates w1th 532 water dlstntts outside:

B WATER FROM A1

,‘,‘\ 3!

M Mﬁmfa -

ater fcr

as iinf", '

cholds by 202:

Met.rp Maml

)h

able, as TWUA pushes for the "T’atuhg

eJ that ﬁle goa,l ;s achl,ev-

sa Buong Bayan at Mamamayan legacy l

pro]ects uflmg oyer700 wa;}er SUp-;
:,ply and 40 sanitation |

“We just have fo put our act together '
We have to al;gn. our dlﬁerent agen io, :

anitation projects. .,

ensure that these lega@y,ptol come.
into fruition dunng tius termﬁft%le a1d

‘According to"the Nauonal “Water Re-
sources Board, about 11" milfiohi hioise: .
holds lack access to clean water, and they~

d%aiv ter Trof uhgafe” soi
Inhwi’:se?o d State of tﬁe Nataon Ad—

LWUA targ et:Water for
7.2M households by 2028

that efforts ‘should be cohes1ve,
centralized, and systematic* and
not “scattershot.”

“I would like o say that this is
the only administration who re-
ally focusfes] on water... ‘because
he (President Marcos) wants to
say that, indeed, water is life, and
it is for every Filipino,” Revil said.

He also said the agency will ask
lawmakers to allocate a P5-billion
budget for Level 3 distribution di-.
tectly serving households through
pipelines and faucets.

“So, in the next five years before
2028, we'll be able to increase by
30 percent our household con-
nections throughout the colintry.
That is our answer to the call of
our President,” Revil said.

The bulk of the agency’s budget
is earmarked for Level 1 and 2
water services, he noted. In Level
1, people get their water directly
from the source, like wells. In Level
2, there is only communal water

for a’specific area.
-Revil sald that Level 3is the
“ideal service of water” because it
is a safe, affordable and sustain-

"able way of dehvenng water to

households

The Philippine Statistics Au-
thority said that at least 14
Filipinos died every ‘day be-
tween 2010 and 2019 due to -
waterborne diseases such as
hloody diarrhea, cholera, viral
hepatitis, typhoid and paraty-
phoid fever, and leptospuosns
., LWUA envisions that water*
in the country that comes from

- the source is treated, transrnltted

through pipelines and dlrectly

served to households, Revil said.
“Together with [the] Local Water
Utilities Administration [and] the
water districts, under the leader-
ship of this administration, we are
here to ensure that there is enough
water for every Filipino,” he said.
BRIX LELIS

dresgrMarc gsg.ldhﬁheg@&mmml
-gjve-ispe f@eﬁé“" onWa‘téwmty angﬁg,
n Wate:Az |
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