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~ Manila Bay cleanup

In 1999, concerned citizens of Manila ﬁ_lgd a cqmplaint
before the Regional Trial Court of Imus, Cavite against sev-
eral government a encies for the cleanup, rehabilitation and

ion of Manila Bay.
m‘lsﬁfet; alleged that the zvater uality of Manila Bay had fallen
way below 5‘1& allowable standards set by lax_v. :

They claim that the continued neglect of different govern-
ment agencies such as the MMDA, DENR, DECS, DOH, DA,
DPWH, DBM, Coast Guard, PNP Maritime Group and DI'LG
in abating the pollution of Manila Bay constitutes a violation

: of several laws and even the Constitution.
H | D D E N In 2002, the RTC ordered the said gov-

DA ernment agencies to clean up and reha-
AG E N bilitate Manila Bay and restore its waters
- to make it fit for swimming, skin-diving,
and other forms of contact recreation.
On appeal, the Court of Appeals af-
firmed the ruling of the trial court, saying
_ : that the lower court did not require these
o government agencies to do tasks outside
- of their usual basic functions under exist-
MARY ANN

ing laws.
LL. REYES

These agencies brought the matter
.. before the Supreme Court saying among
e others that the cleaning or rehabilitation
of Manila Bay is not a ministerial act that can be compelled
by mandamus.

On Dec. 18, 2008, the Supreme Court issued a writ of con-
tinuing mandamus as it affirmed the CA and the lower coutt
and ordered 13 government agencies to clean up, rehabilitate,
and preserve Manila Bay and restore and maintain its waters
to SB level to make them fit for swimming, skin-diving, and
other forms of contact recreation.

These 13 agencies include the DENR as the lead agency,
DILG, DepEd, DOH, DA, DPWH, DBM, Coast Guard, PNP
Maritime Group, PPA, MMDA, MWSS and LWUA.

Many years later, on Jan. 27, 2019, then DENR secret
Roy Cimatu officially declared the start of the Manila Bay
rehabilitation. Phase One of the rehabilitation covers the
cleaning up of designated esteros and waterways, start of
the relocation of informal settlers, among others. Phase Two
entails the rehabilitation of old sewer lines in the National
Capital Region, relocation of informal settlers while Phase
Three includes sustained law enforcement and’ monitoring,

ka

@ t for Ipin
.military construct and militarize artificial islandgs

earlier completion of the sewerage system in Metro Manila
There was nothing in the Supreme Court mandamus orin

any of the subsequent government issuances, that profﬁbited
recjlkamati%n ac;ivigiles in Manila Bay. g

- Anumber of reclamation projects had since then

roved by the Philippine Regan]lation Authority (PIEE;ZEE;

aving obtained the required permits, including clearance
from the DENR. Some of these projects have started whﬂs
some have yet to commence. i

- Then came a statement from the US Embassy ; i

L Ca X in M
exliressu}g grave apprehensllon about the effectsyof ong?arilﬁa
reclamation projects in Manila Bay, including issues i '
the environment such as ﬂooding. R Sy s

Their press attache also expressed concern about
tion projects that have links to China Commumc:ﬁﬁglg:lga*
struction Co. which has been added to the US Departm, ot
of Commerce’s entity list for its role in he the Chinggt
e

_ ) in the So
China Sea. The same Chinese company, he said . e
cited by the World Bank and the AgianyDevelop’nﬁIgrita]JSﬁ(}en
enga ingbin fraudulerét &usiness ractices, SE
It has been reporte at it is the Gatchalj e
nila Waterfront Reclamation Project which fﬂsf?;mlif] hﬂﬁ?-
alle%;edly blacklisted Chinese company as project chlgtract s
. Then came a statement from the DENR. saying that all re c])r'
mation projects in Manila Bay are suspended, wi about 22 b
ects being evaluatecll\]%endjng a cumulative impact assessnl?
According to DENR Secretary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga, the e
acting on the verbal declaration of President Marcos W}{Vo‘:e_re
that the shore along Roxas Boulevard could disappear dye to E
projects that were approved during the Duterte adm; istratio =
There are still conﬂicting\figures on the total number &
reclamation projects, with the PRA saying there are only 10 d
in Manila Bay and the DENR saying there are 22 project3
15 of which are in the National Capital Region and seven i
CALABARZON. i .

Yulo-Loyzaga has said that all these devel

opments ma

hamper DENR’s task in complfyin&with the Supreme c.;,m?{
or

writ of continuing mandamus
tate hB_/iaru‘]ahBay. et :
Those who are pushing for the lifting of the sus i :
rehabilitation actimfljies aregnow saying thgat the DENE?;.SJSQ ﬂ?;
environment comlpliance certificates (ECC) and area clearances |
for all these Manila Bay reclamation projects precisely because
these projects are not inconsistent with the Supreme Coy
continuing mandamus for the rehabilitation of Manila Ba it
They said that no less than Cimatu signed the area clear

e DENR to help rehabil;-

ats
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I ances for these projects. :

The ECCs issued meanwhile provide for effective mitigation
measures to prevent or minimize any temporary deterioration
of water quality during the implementation of the reclama-
tion projects. _ :

Meanwhile, proponents of these reclamation projects are
also saying that the suspension has no legal basis.

While the Supreme Court ordered the DENR as lead agency
to fully implement the Operational Plan for the Manila Bay
Coastal Strategy (OPMBCS) for the rehabilitation, restoration,
and conservation of Manila Bay, this OPMBCS recommended
only the regulation, not a ban, on reclamation in Manila Bay,
particularly on reclamation in mangrove areas and mudflats
which are marine sanctuaries. But none of these projects canbe |
covered by any moratorium because they are not located in any
mangrove, mudflat or marine habitat or fish sanctuary, they said. |

They also pointed out that these reclamation projects are
consistent with the SC’s order for the agriculture department
and Bureau of Fisheries to improve and restore marine life
since most of the proponents in partnership with LGUs have
committed to establish mangrove corridors in the reclaimed
islands and fish sanctuaries in the water channels between
the reclaimed islands. .

They added that these reclamation projects may even has-
ten the cleanup of Manila Bay since they will have to dredge
and remove tons of wastes and silt that have accumulated at
the bottom of the sea in the project sites. And these massive
cleanup projects will be undertaken at zero cost to the govern-
ment, they said. '

In addition, the reclamation projects will have sewerage
 treatment plants in every reclaimed island to ensure that waste
" water will be treated and will not adversely affect the water

quality in Manila Bay, they noted.

- These proponents have also insisted that these projects
have the required notices to proceed and commence from the
PRA, ECCs and area clearances from the DENR, letters of no
objection from other government agencies. -

Many of the project proponents, after having obtained the
necessary clearances, Eave already spent huge funds and
resources only to be asked to stop their reclamation activities
due to a distorted view of the current DENR administration

- of the directive from the Supreme Court? Or was it because
the US Embassy sounded the alarm?

The suspension also came even after the DENR itself guar-
anteed that these projects are safe for the environment when
it issued the required ECCs. |

For comments, e-mail at mareyes@philstarmedia.com
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San Miguel, theP-1.5-T co—fl_élomerate,

BANNER
STORY

EDITORIAL  CARYOON

moves to solve Bulacan, Pampanga flooding

By Daxim L, Lucas
@daxiNg

he 10th of August, a Thurs-
Tday. was a husy workday
for billionaire Ramon Ang.
Hours before other
employees began arriving for
work, the president and CEQ
of San Miguel Corp. {SMC) had
begun to receive guests at the
Mandaluyong Ciry headquar-
ters of the conglamerate thar
produces everything from beer,
household food items, refines
and retails petroleurm, gener-
ates electricity and rups the
MOSst extensive netwark of toll
highways in the country.

At 7 am., the helicopter of
2 provincial governor landed
on the company's roofdeck he-
lipad, while vehicles of other
town mayors and national and
local government officiate ar-
rived soon after. They were fol-
lowed by media vehicles carying
reporters with their televisian
camera crew in tow,

The agenda was the severe
flooding experienced by resi-
dents in the provinces of Pam-
Panga and Bulacan tiree weeks
prior. One specific concern was
the inundation of a short Seg-
ment of the North Luzon Ex-
Pressway, owned by rlval firm

* Metra Pacific Tollways Corp,

which had inconvenienced thou-

.tioned and some

(B

Evenifit’s
not our direct
responsibility,
we will do it. We
will spend for it.
It’s for our country

Ramon Ang
SMC president

sands of motorists traveling
north of Manila.

And in recent days, San M-
guel—whose hig-ticket infra-
structure projects have become
a favorite target of envirgp.
mentalists, some well-ineq-
Encouraged
by corporate rivals—as being
blamed for the flooding by local
officials who were Pointing at
the ﬂllm's massive airpory praj-
ect along Bulacan's i
shorellnf. o

"They say thig Is being
caused by gur reclamarign proj-
ect. That's not true, They keep

talking withour understanding
the real problem first,” Ang tells
his assembled guests as they
Pore over large maps spread oyt
over a long conference table,
Of particular interest to them
Is a 19505 map of the province
made by the Natona) Map-
ping and Resource Information
Agency (Namria) thar shows the
alrport project site as a soliq land
mass, surrounded by wager chan-
nels on either side, Anpther map
from the Department of the En-
vironment and Natura Resoyrc-
es shows the same details.

“First of all, We'Te not reclaim-

ing any new land. These are titled
lands we're building on,” he adds,
explaining that previous owners
of the 2500 hectares where the
New Manila International Airport
is being built allowed the area to
be inundated so that they could
be used as commercial fishponds,
“We're just restoring them to their
previous starus.”

The real problem
Pointing at the Namria map,
Ang explains that there is no way
the land redevelopment work for
the airport is blocking the out-
flow of rain water from Pampan-

SOLVING A CRISIS

Ang explains the cause
of flooding as well as
his plan to dradge rivers
and clear waterways,
—CONTRIBUTED vuu-rel

82 and Bulacan into Manila Bay.
He notes that the airport project
site being worked on by Dutch
firm Boskalis (the biggest and
best dredging firm in the world,
he points out) is now like an
island where excess water can
flow around unrestricted,

“The real problem is the
siltation of the rivers in Pam-
panga and Bulacan, which has
reduced thelr carrying capacity
[for water],” he says. “Becanse
silt deposits have made these
waterways so shallow in recent
years, It only takes a little rain
for these rivers to ovarfay and

SANMIGUEL, THE P1.5-T CONGLOMERATE,
MOVES TO SOLVE BULACAN, PAMPANGA FLOODING

flood the surrounding areas.”
And in typical Ramon Ang
fashion, the tycoon surprises his
bled guests

by ing
that San Miguel will take It upon
tself to dredge the rivers and clear
the waterways of both provinces,
even some that extend humndreds
of kilometers away from the air-
port development—and even ﬂ?:

i d 50 is

sty ki, aong

‘Small price to pay*

It Is an expensive un
but Ang says itis a good use of the
congiomerate's resources, point-
Ing to the fact that the recent rains
broughe litde or no flooding to
Metro Manila areas that would
normally be inundated after
even moderate rainfall.

San Miguel has spent P3 bil-
lion over the last three years
dredging and cleaning up the
Pasig, Tullahan and San Juan Riv-
ers, Femoving almost two million
tons of salid waste and silt in the
process. Ang says this effort will
now be duplicated in Pampanga
and Bulacan to ensure that the
flooding exparienced last mopth
will not be repeated.

Costly as this new undergal;.
Ing will be, a cursory ook at 52,
Miguel's financial statemengg
and performance in recent
vears shows that it hasre- =
SOLICES B0 Spare,

-

T’ In terms of reve-
FH HBI nues, San Miguel is
‘the country’s larg-
‘est conglomerate with the total
sales of all its operating units
‘hitting P15 trillion last year, after
“slumping” to P725 billion when
Ithe pandemic hit in 2020. For
12024, it is again expected to hit
P15 trillion in revenues, at least.
At the nominal value of the
country’s latest gross domestic
\product, the conglomerate is
responsible for almost 7 percent
‘of Philippine economic output
lin any given year. It is also the
country s largest taxpayer.
And at a projected cost

of P740 billion, San Miguel’s
four-runway airport project in
Bulacan is also the single big-
gest infrastructure investment
made in the country’s history
Whether by the government or
the private sector.

Apart from the airport proj-
ect, the conglomerate is also
constructing a commuter rail sys-
tem—the Mass Rail Transit, Line
7—that will connect Quezon City

to Bulacan and give people a fast-

€I, more convenient commute
starting next year.

- San Miguel will also build an
elevated toll highway along the
Manila Bay shoreline that will

extend from Roxas Boulevard in
the capital all the way to its Bula-
can airport just a few kilometers
north so that travelers can cover
the distance that would normally
take hours in just a few minutes,
So, apart from making good
business sense, another P3 bil-
lion to mitigate flooding is a
small price to pay if it means,
better lives for people in the
surrounding communities, Ang

Says, as his guests exchange’

nodding glances.

“Even if it’s not our direct
responsibility, we will do it. We
will spend for it,” Ang says, “It’s
for our country.” mo »

»
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LIMA Water secures DENR
- OK for laboratory services

LIMA Wafer CEDIE., the water
business of Aboitiz InfraCapital Inc.,
secured the greenlight to continue

and expand the operations of its

environmental testing laboratory for
the government.

In a statement, LIMA Water said
it has renewed its recognition as an
environmental testing laboratory of
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR).

This allows its laboratory to con-
duct testing and analysis of water
and wastewater to ensure the quality
adheres to national standards,

Moreover, the company has also
obtained the DENR’s approval to
expand its scope of services, now
including additional recognized ef-
fluent parameters such as ammonia,
nitrate, and color as part of its com-
mitment to upholding the highest
standards in effluent testing and
analysis. ‘

Effluent refers to treated waste-
water discharged into a natural body
of water.

To protect the environment and
public health from the adverse ef-

ltay

bbb

fects of pollution, the government
has established effluent standards
and regulations to limit the amount
of pollutants and contaminants
permissible for discharge into the
environment.

“Having received the DENR’s
recognition and approval to broad-
en our scope of services, we are now
equipped to extend our laboratory
services to other companies, as-
sisting them in ensuring that their
effluent adheres to government
standards and promotes environ-
mental preservation. With our
expanded capabilities, we aim to
contribute even more significantly

‘to environmental conservation,

water resource management, and
sustainable practices,” LIMA Water
general manager Hazele Manalo
said. y

The company said the renewal
of DENR’s recognition affirms its

. unwavering dedication to maintain-

ing a robust quality system, technical
expertise, advanced equipment and

-Instrumentation, as well as ensuring

the consistent delivery of precise and

accurate test effluent data.

“With the recent renewal of T
Water’s DENR recognition and th
expansion of our laboratory servicese
we are steadfastly advancing the
cause of environmental protea:tim{e
These milestones hold exceptiona]
significance as we serve a diverge
range of companies within the |
Estate. Ensuring that the wastewater
effluent quality meets the regulatg :
standards is an important measug
to avert water contamination ~
Aboitiz InfraCapital Head of Wagh, -
Business Anna Lu said. 3

LIMA Water is the sole water and
wastewater services provider for
LIMA Estate, a premiere smart
sustainable industrial developme
in CALABARZON, hosting ot
than 150 locators with over 65 058
employees. :

Operating two wastewater treat
ment facilities with a combineé
treatment capacity of 26 million
liters of wastewater daily, LIMA Wa-
ter was able to treat more than tyyq
billion liters of wastewater in 2022

— Danessa Riverg

EDITORIAL CARTOON
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PRA_Seeké clai:igc_)
tax on single-use plast

By LOUELLA DESIDERIO

S s 2080

The Philippine Retailers As-
sociation (PRA) wants clarity on
how the progosed single-use plas-
tic tax will be implemented with
the measure expected to affect the
retail industry, which uses plastics
for i;ifackagmg. '

president Roberto Claudio
told reporters that while the group
supports the move to reduce plas-
tic use, there is a need to clarify the
implementation of the Proposed

| tax on single-use plastic.

He said there is aneed to define
what single-use plastic means,

“Unless defined properly hovw
we will do this and how we will
define the single-use plastic,

- there will still be confusion on the

implementation,” he said,

If a plastic bag used for an
item purchased in the market was
washed and reused, he said this

n

should not be imposed with. the
proposed tax:

He also said there is a need
to clarify how and who should

shoulder it,

“One solution we have is to en-
courage the use of reusable bags,”
Claudio said. :

If the consumer opts for a
single-use plastic for their pur-

ase from the retailer, he said the
customer would then be charged
for that to be able to pay the tax
on the single-use plastic,-

In his State of the Nation Ad-
dress in July, President Marcos .
cited the imposition of excise tax
on single-use plastic as one of the
measures he wants to be passed
by Congress. e

In November last year, the
House of Representatives ap-

roved on third and final reading
ouse Bill 4102 or the Single-use
Plastic Bags Tax Act, which seeks

pr0p_6§ed
IC products

to impose
for every

Elace of production or releaseq

om custody of the B
Customs. i Hteay, of

~ If passed into

,.Ch
lc'l‘hasillsand, and 1he t
Or 95 t0 60 percent i
that enter tﬁe ocgaxc:;p S

Every year, a Proximately 1
million tons o POst-consumg

lastic waste are €nerated in thr

hilippines, witﬁ an estimateg
recycling rate of only 28 Pércent
for recyclable plastic Waste. T},
balance either lgaks into the énvi?
fonment or is disposed of as part

of the mixeq waste stream.

AT

at sam

ar
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Creatmg space for plastlc waste econonn

By Jowarnan L MAYUGA

HAJOR contefhutor to ocean plastic

pluicn, the PHIgpINes srusglng

to rombat the pereanial garhage
problem owing to the fallure of yarlous
sectors 1o comply with Republlc Act 9003,
or the Ecological Salld Waste Manzgement
Act of 2000.

The law promoles PIOper waste
segregation ta reduce, rease and rmoycle
for approgriate dlspesal 0 an eagineered
sanitary landfiil.

Its poar enforcement by e Natlonal
Selid Waste Management Commissian
HSWMC), compefled CONGMESS 10 enacy
Republic Act 11898, CF the Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) Actof 2022,

0.8 millien tons of plastics are dispoied
of yearly, with about 28 percent of key

which mow passes the responsibility
of recovering waste 10 3 lrge-séale
manufacturing <ompany to corb orean
#astic pallution.

HSWMC s composed of varloos

the mater

plastic resins being recycled.
still,

specifically In waste recovery ta prevent

DAVID ICATE vishs ome of Plestic Bank's
‘sirooesshi] eofluctors In Redrigoas,
Rl LAY T

9 the dworszn
weezn plastic pollotion,
Flasrlc Bank empowers the sodal

plastis s lost o the Phillgp

each year, equivalent 1o 8 value loss of

$790 milllan to $890 millicn.

national gavemment a9ercies, led by the  Threat to marine biodiversity
Department of Environment and Natoral OCEAN plastic potlution Is now msidered &
(DERRY, and With cmpli ious bindriersiy
tontemed fogal government unlts {LGUs), Marine turties and other large marine
: mammals inadvertently Ingest plastic,
Plastic waste whichtheyoftenmistakeforfood, resulting
THE Philippives genefates 61,000 memic  In the animals’ untimely demise.
" tuns of solld waste dally, 12 perrent 1o 24 Mrﬂmwdﬂﬂlf‘lﬂmm
percent of which Is pastic waste, i tialspecies-bus
Worse, Filipinos use morn than  longuithssagraand mangroves.
163 million plastic sachet pachets, 46 Brokeninto microscopic pheces, plastics
miflian shapping bags and 45 mililon I dby fish and stherseafosd,

thin-film bags daily.
Thirty-thre d

eventually posirg @ serious threat to the

recying 10 stap eeean plastic
pallution and help alleviate poverty.

Empowering communities

THE group has parmered with commanities
that act a3 celkection 2gents o facliote the
exchange of plastic waste 2y currency for
intome and [ife-improving benefits, such 25
{greceries, cooking fuel, school tuition, health
Insurance, gightz] connectivity and financtal
technalagy servites.

The callscted materlals are processed
into sacfal plastic feed stock for reuse In
products and packaging, helping create a
new Hife for old plastics.

Plastic Bank currently operates |n
Southeast Asta, Africa and Latin Ameriza,

ofin deﬂ!lswdlws!m.mamnd
35 percent Is lggked inta the open
environment and pceats.

Private sector help
-AS the DEHR aggressively promotes
with the EFR Act and moves

ngtoa 2071 Werld
Studyfor the“Philippine Flastic Gircularlly
| Oapurtunitles gad Barrlers: East Asha and
Pacific Wﬂl Hariime Plastics Semr,

tmale_ wiste nl‘q'dmg inclusive for the

Inthe Phillp It has gathered 19.7
millisn kilograms of plastic waste, or 939
milller equivalent plastic bettles.

Ithas a total of 7,950 collection agents
fram the Philippines.

Globally, Plastic Bank-has aver 600

all aver Metro Manila, Cavile, Laguna,
Fampanga, Zambales and Naga.

Profound impact

AS a way of giving back to its partners
from the commonities In the country,
Davld Katz, faunder of Plastic Eank, went
10 pay Philippine esllectors a visiy from
August 14 1o 17.

Visited were Individeal collectors to
whom Karz demonstrated selflessness,
tompassion and dedication to their
familles and thelr communities,

“Our collection members are making
2 profound impact o our planet and our
communities with each day they spend
on preventing plastic from eatering the
otean;” he sald,

I‘Jm|ng hLl r{sh, lm surpllmi select

from aréas of paverty,

Inthe Phillppines, Plastic Bank's rala s
to create a space for every piece of plastiz,
every piece of material, and its value Is
fevealed 1n @ manner that people dan't
theow [t away,

“We talked about cleaning the oceans.
To keep the acean hean, from nzeding ta
be cleaned to begin with” he said,

A good law, a goo
AL(OEDINGIHZI:NEFRIWBIM
good start.

itls 2 very strong headway as vre find
In mamy countries,” he said.

While he sald it ks not » perfect faw, he
quickly sald that the perfect is sometimes
the enemy If you're good encigh,

He sald Implementing the law,

Inl'liﬁllﬂulrmmﬁm
Creating spacefor plastics

- INTERVIEWER viaZomen August 17, Kats

riieless, will help create the space for
additional enforcement.

Ka!zaldmnlnqquwgelnmwgmu
part 7 salldwaste

'Il'ullmnnhl.Thphu,Mmm is

neeted boost from the private seckar,

collection branches, and more th 4,
or 216, are In the Philippines—scatrarag

:f;'d‘lsﬂs entering the oceans are I:winq

The zbiliey t0 execuns the faw i
criticaliy Impertant as well“he sid.

Faditaﬁngwmmmmms
LIKE other players, e said Plastic Bank wil
play & significant part so that ergaiztions
an fagiiate thelr commitments o be able
o substantlate the retum of the volume
of materials that they are puming lnin the
emdranment, to create the space for recydled
canitent 1o be used Jocally as well

The EFR law, he said, also plays a
sigrificant role for the chief exeaurtive officer
of a large carporation, whose duty is to
shareholders first, substantlating that they
rmust do nothing to cmpromise the retum

- to the shareholders.

“The EPR law now gives us space for
the CEQ to commit to doing what is right
in the world as well. So the compromise
of sharehalder retum is fustified. It gives
the legal space far public corporations to
do what is right,” he safd.

‘Dollar eaming o

Mfl‘l!lﬂphﬂkmﬂ,amdl;hlﬂ.ls
a dollar-eaming appartunity as well

He cited that Plastic Bank has » variety
of processing partners that prepare the
materlals they collect for axprt.

“We zre providing 2 space for those

dellars as wellhe sald.

Ghiing the poarsetf-worth

WORE Importantly, Katzsaid Plastic Bank
provides an ppportunlty for the waste
plekers to have a purpost—and be part
of something big.

Hawing peace of mind as they eam a¢
make money, keep e2mings in a bank bask,
and wear a uniform while 4t wosk makes
them feel proud,

“They can wealkc with heads high became

hay k ey e partof something*hesaid,
otding that hyeing a fesiing of seif-worth |s
‘something Plastic Baak 1 alsa peoud of,
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LGUs affected by oil spill

tofile cIass suit

BY IRE JOEV.C. LAURENTE

. ALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro:
,._ The office of Oriental Mindoro First
: District Rep. Arnan Panaligan is
:COOI'dinaﬁ“g with the local government of
' Pola and other municipalities for the filing
:of a class suit against the owners of the oil
'tanker that sank off the waters of Oriental
‘Mindoro on Feb. 28, 2023 and caused a

masswe 011 spill.

At a forum orgamzed by Maka-
' bayan-Southern Tagalog Se
‘ People Corps on Saturday August
26, Panaligan said that”}ﬂs"ofﬁce
_is in communication with Pola
, Mayor Jennifer Cruz for the filing
+ of a class suit against the owners

. of MT Princess Empress.

| “We are waiting for the sworn

| statements and other legal doc-
| uments from the affected fish-
erfolks of Pola and from other
towns before filing the case,”
Panaligan said.

“] have instructed my legal

team to coordinate with the local

o overnrnent units (LGUs) and

ople’s orgamzatlons to facilitate
the documents.”

Gabriela party-list Rep. Arlene
Brosas, who also attended the
forum, said that the filing of the
class suit is necessary before the
‘affected residents can file a claim
before the Oil Pollution Compen-
sation Fund.

“It is up to the LGUs on when
they are going to file the case, but
they should be reminded that un-
der the law, they only have three
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years in filing the compensation |

claim,” Brosas said.

In a telephone interview, Cruz
told The Manila Times that they
already have the papers submit-
ted before the National Bureau
of Investigation (NBI), and she is
also coordinating with the Depart-
ment of Justice (DoJ) for filing the
necessary complaints against the
owners of the oil tanker.

“It is already with the NBI and
Do, and we were told that they

. are preparing the suit,” Cruz said.

“We have included the names of
the owners of the tanker and the

charterer. We are ]ust waltﬁ:g on

updates of the case.”

Meanwhile, the fisherfolk who
attended the forum enumerated
their demands for compensation
such as the retroactive P10,000
monthly aid for the fishers affect-
ed by the fishing ban, the provi-
sion of alternative livelihood that
is based on the actual condition
and needs of the affected com-

munities, and the termination of

projects that can destroy‘ or harm
the en\flronment

ental Mindoro First District Rep, Aman p
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Japan cites PH recognition
of ‘safe’ water release

BY JAVIER JOE ISMAEL

APANESE Ambassador to the Philippines
Koshikawa Kazuhiko on Friday expressed
gratitude to the Philippines for recognizing
apan’s commitment to the safe discharge of ALPS
(Advanced Liquid Processing System)-treated
radioactive water into the Pacific Ocean that

started on August 24.

The International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) has published
a comprehensive report stating
that Japan's plans to release treated
radioactive water from the Fuku-
shima Daiichi plant damaged by
a 9.0 magnitude earthquake in
2011 “are consistent with relevant
international safety standards.”

“We are grateful for the majority
of the international community,
including the Philippines, that
'shows their understanding of the
mentioned discharge, based on
facts and science. This is a crucial

step for Japan toward recovery
from the catastrophe,” Ambas-
sador Kazuhiko posted on X (for-
merly Twitter).

“Japan deeply appreciates the
Philippine government’s under-
standing of the release of treated
water from the Fukushima nuclear
power plant from a science-and-
fact-based perspective and its
impact on the ocean,” Kazuhiko
said in another post,

In a statement released to the
media on Thursday, the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) said

Manila recognizes the technical ex-
pertise of the [AEA on the matter.

“The Philippines continties to
look at this issue from a science-
and fact-based perspective and its
impact on the waters in the region.
As a coastal and archipelagic State,
the Philippines attaches utmost
priority to the protection and
preservation of the marine envi-
ronment,” DFA spokesman Ma.
Teresita Daza said.

Meanwhile, China’s customs
department announced it would
stop importing all aquatic products
originating from Japan — meaning
the ban could potentially limit other
oceanic products besides seafood,
such as sea salt and seaweed.

It said the move aims to protect
the health of Chinese consum-
ers from the risk of radioactive
contamination caused by Japan's
discharge of contaminated water
from Fukushima. .
~ Kazuhiko earlier said Tokyo

would manage the annual dis-

charge volume of tritium so it
would not exceed 22 trillion bec-
querels (Bq), which is equivalent
to the target discharge manage-
ment value for Fukushima Daiichi
before the accident in 2011.

“It is worth noting that other
countries also discharge tritium
into the sea in compliance with
their own domestic laws and regu-
lations; for instance, according to
China Nuclear Energy Association
website, China, discharging 112
trillion Bq from Yangjiang Nuclear
Power Plant (NPP) in 2021. The
amount of tritium in the ALPS-
treated water is far smaller than
the amount of tritium discharged
from many nuclear power plants
and other facilities in other coun-
tries,” Kazuhiko said.

Japan will also take “all possible
measures to ensure the safety of the

(discharge into the sea even after it

begins and will not discharge any-
thing that could adversely affect the
health or environment,” he addeq,
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TESTI NG T WATE RS An employe§ of Mers R;di:;foﬁ labFI;iﬁ;l'hlJlll.ﬁ acitizens”

testing center, tests seawater samples taken near the disaster-damaged Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, in .
the city of Iwaki, northeastern Japan on Friday, Aug. 25, 2023. AP PHOTO .

— from cooling the remains of
three reactors has been filtered of
all radioactive elements except for
tritium, and is safe. )

This is backed by the Inter-

national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), which said on Thursday
that samples taken from the first
batch of diluted water prePared
for discharge showed that tritium

(8%

levels were well wiﬂnn safe limits.

“IAEA experts are there on the
gmundtoseweastheeyesofthemter—
national community and ensure that
thg discharge is bemg carried out as

planned consistent with IAEA
standards,” IAEA Director-General
Rafael Grossi said in a statement.

Most analysts agree, although
environmental pressure group
Greenpeace has said the filtration
process, known as ALPS, does not
work and that a vast amount of
radioactivity will be released into
the ocean.

Japan's move infuriated China,
which says the action contami-
nates the ocean, and widened g

sban on aquatlc produce in place
~ for 10Japanese préfectures tacove;
 the Whole,ecoﬂntm

" *lehlmura on Friday echoed

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in
urguig China, Japan’s biggest mar-
ket for seafood, to reverse the ban,
' “The ]apanese government

&v;ll str:ﬁfgly demand baseless
regulatlons to be 1mmedlately ter-

- minated,” the Trade minister said.

South Korea's government,
which is trying to improve rela-
gons with Japan in order to coun-
ter Chma, has endorsed the water
re]ease, although some ordlnary
‘people are alarmed.

Matthew Miller, a United States
State Department spok'esman
said Washington “is satisfied
with Japan's safe, transparent and
science-based process.” AFP




STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

INITIATIVES

TITLE:

Busnn&slerror

Abroaderlookatiodays bisiness ===

PAfE

PAGE

{AGB)2nd Metro Pacific .
Investments Corporation

\ Tnz Aseaﬁfwme for Biodiversity |
- (HPIC) s

ijrénewed ties

' Rappytowrork
wiﬂIMl’iC a5 i qu private sector

 partnersinchaniploningbiodiversity

* conseyvation in the country and In the
whiole of Asean. This partnership renewal
is iot Just a recognition of the successes of
our previous collaboration, but this speaks
alotabout thie effectiveness of our work
1] iutegratlng biodiversity across various
sectors,”sald Dr, Theresa Mundita Lim, ACB
executive director,

During the initial partnership .
farged In 2021, ACB and MPIC jointly
iimplemented regiona conservation -
injtiatives, such as the Asean Green
Initiative, the seventh Asean Herltage

- Parks (AHP) Conference; business and
Diodiversity dialogues, and the Asean
Blodiversity Heroes recognltlon
firogram.

- MPICis also :uppomng "Tubbataha
Reefs ‘Natural Park; one of the 55 AHPs
‘in the region; through Its Shore I Up!
?mject

AHPs are protected areas in the
region that were recognized for thelr
rich biological resources and effective
management. The ACB serves as the
secretarlat of the AHP program.

These activities resulted in increasing

" blodiversity wareness and insplrng
. meaningful actions and synerglés among

youths, private, and public sectors; the

. protection of around 5,300 mangroves in

the countiy, and the improvement of the
flora and fauna among the Asean member
states that eventually contributed to

. ecosystems restoration and coastal and
_marine conservation:

“Being a businéss lnvolved
In essential services, MPIC has
embraced a holistic approach in doing
sustainability. We underscore the

Importasice of protécting natureand.thie’ .

evironment and it Is important for s
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" ACB, MPIC renew partnershup for bmdwersnty conservatlon

to partner with ACB slm:e we have Iieen
doing many good Initiatives together”

- Sald June Cheryl Cabal-Revilla, chief

finandal officer and (hief sustainability
officer of MPIC.

“Renewing onr,partnershlp-l_s-
a testament to our commitmentin
supporting and In panicipatlng*ln many
Initiatives so we'e @n mllecmely frotect
nature and have a good feturé for . -
everyone,” Cabai-aevllla addeﬂ

The signing of the partnership:
renewal Instrument was {ed by Lim
and Cabal-Revilla, in the presénce of

- Senate President Pro Tempom Loren
- Legarda, who is one of the: recognlzed

Asean Bjodivérsity Heroes; the highest .
distinction given to.Asean citizens
with ontstandlngmnnihuthns L
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GSIS to build Six mllllon
houses for gov’t workers

1

| By CHINO LEYCO

‘ s hé ‘Government Service
| Insurance System (GSIS)
' said it will .build six mil-
l ol lion affordable. houses for.
‘government employees under the
Pambansang Pabahay Para sa Pili-
'pino Program (4Ps).

. “We are championing the right
'of every government employee to
own a home,” stated Wick Veloso,

GSIS president and general manager, -

emphasizi‘ng that the 4Ps program
aims to provide homes for 30 mil-
lion Filipinos.
According to Veloso, the Mar-
' cos administration has intensified
its efforts to address the country’s
housing needs, and as a result, the
“GSIS w1ll do its part to support this
program.”

'significant impact and positive dif-
ference as we support the housing

+  “Our comrmtment is to create a .

program and, at the same time, help

_ the overall economy as construction

of homeshas a big multiplier effect, »
Veloso assured.

GSIS has'adopted a. three-
pronged approach tp enhance the 4Ps
and support the affordable housing

initiative’s flagship program. These -
.three inifiatives have been intro-

duced to help .more Fllipmos attain

. theit homes.

The first initiative, Lease with
Option to Buy (LWOB), is an alter-
native way to purchase a home or
property from GSIS withiout pay-
ing a down payment. This option is
available for approximately 15,000

‘residential properties owned by GSIS

nationwide.. . -
The second initiative, Housmg
Accounts Restructuring and Condo-

nation Program (HARCP), has been\ o
extended until 2025. e

HARCP provides GSIS housmg

“loan borrowers with a chance to

bring their accounts to their current
status, encouraging full payment

. with the waiver of penalties and
‘partial discount on interest. This

effectively reduces the balance on
housmg accounts.
Lastly, the thlrd initiative involves

.constructing new low-cost housing

units for government workers.

The initial projects include high-
rise housing complexes in Fairview,
Quezon City, and Cogeo, Antipolo,
which are expected to be completed
by 2025.

More pro;ects under this initia-
tive are in collaboration with the
Department of Human Settlements
arid Urban Development (DHSUD).

Information about GSIS prop-
erties for sale and lease, as well
as general guidelines, application
fo ecklists of requirements,
uently asked questions un-.
OB are avaﬂable on,the GSIS
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