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Manila Bay cleanup
In 1999, concerned citizens of Manila filed a complaint

before the Regional Trial Court of Imus, Cavite against sev
eral government agencies for the cleanup, rehabilitation and
orotection of Manila Bay.

They alleged that the water quality of Manila Bay had fallen
way below me allowable standards set by law.

Th

MARY ANN
LL. REYES

ey claim that the continued neglect of different govern
ment agencies such as the MMDA, DENR, DECS, DOH, DA,
DPWH, DBM, Coast Guard, PNP Maritime Group and DILG
in abating the pollution of Manila Bay constitutes a violation

of several laws and even the Constitution.
[-] IQ Q E |\j In 2002, the RTC ordered the said gov-
A P M D A ernment agencies to clean up and reha-/a w PIN L/M bilitate Manila Bay and restore its waters

to make it fit for swimming, skin-diving,
and other forms of contact recreation.

On appeal, the Court of Appeals af-
V  firmed the ruling of the trial court, saying

m ^ lower court did not require thesegovernment agencies to do tasks outside
of their usual basic functions under exist-

MARY ANN ing laws.
LL. REYES These agencies brought the matterbefore the Supreme Court saying among

"  " others that the cleaning or rehabilitation
of Manila Bay is not a ministerial act that can be compelled
by mandamus.

On Dec. 18, 2008, the Supreme Court issued a writ of con
tinuing mandamus as it affirmed the CA and the lower court
and ordered 13 government agencies to clean up, rehabilitate,
and preserve Mamla Bay and restore and maintain its waters
to SB level to make them fit for swimming, skin-diving, and
other forms of contact recreation.

These 13 agencies include the DENR as the lead agencv,
DILG, DepEd, DOH, DA, DPWH, DBM, Coast Guard, PNP
Maritime Group, PPA, MMDA, MWSS and LWUA.

Many years later, on Jan. 27, 2019, then DENR secretary
Roy Cimata officially declared the start of the Manila Bay
rehabilitation. Phase One of the rehabilitation covers the
cleaning up of designated esteros and waterways, start of
the relocation of informal settlers, among others. Phase Two
entails the rehabilitation of old sewer lines in the National
Capital Region, relocation of informal settlers while Phase
Three includes sustained law enforcement and monitoring.

earlier completion of the sewerage system in Metro Manila
There was nothing in the Supreme Court mandamus or in

any of the subsequent government issuances, that prohibitpH
reclamation activities in Manila Bay.

^ "Jfu of reclamation projects had since then been anproved by the Pklippine Reclamation Authority (PRA) afi?r
having obtained the required permits, including clearanr!from the DENR. Some of these projects haveKeTS
some have yet to commence. wfule

Then came a statement from the US Embassy in Manii
expressing grave apprehension about the effects of on^S®
reclamation projects in Manila Bay, including issues involS^^
the environment such as flooding. voiving

Their press attache also expressed concern about reclarr,tion projects that have links to China Communicationsstruction Co. which has been added to the US Denart^ ~
of Commerce's entity list for its role in helping the
military construct and militarize artificial islmds in the^puuuioiy u^L culu nuiuarize artinaal islands in i-Ba i
China Sea. The same Chinese company, he said has alsncited by the World Bank and the A^n Development Ra
envaeine in fraudulent business Bank fc

J  A. V

engaging in fraudulent business practices
It has been reported that it is flie Gatchalian familv'c X/r

nila Waterfront Reclamation Project which has
allegedly blacklisted Chinese company as project

. Then came a statement from the DENR saying that an
mation projects in Manila Bay are suspended, with about 22^ ■'
ects being evaluated pending a cumulative impact assest^^^P

According to DENR Secretary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga thevT
actine on the verbal declaration of ProciHor^f ,Y Were

projects that were approved during the Duterte administrati^®
There are still conflicting figures on the total number f

reclamation projects, with the PRA saying there are onti, y ^in Manila Bay and the DENR saying there are 22 proiL}
15 of which are in the National Capital Region and sewr, • '
CALABARZON. 5 i seven ux

Yulo-Loyzaga has said that all these developments ma^
.hamper DENR's task in complying with the Supreme Court
writ of continuing mandamus for the DENR to help rehab^
tate Manila Bay.

Those who are pushing for the lifting of the suspension on
rehabilitation activities are now saying that the DENR issued th^
environment mmnlianop rertificatoc —j ,

tor all ttiese Mamla Bay reclamation projects precisely became
these projects are not inconsistent with the Supreme Court
continuing mandamus for the rehabilitation of Manila BavThey said that no less than Cimatu signed the area cle
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ances for these projects.
The ECCs issued meanwhile provide for effective mitigation

measures to prevent or minimize any temporary deterioration
of water quality during the- implementation of the reclama
tion projects.

Meanwhile, proponents of these reclamation projects are
also saying that the suspension has no legal basis.

While the Supreme Court ordered the DENR as lead agency
to fuUy implement the Operational Plan for the Manila Bay
Coastal Strategy (OPMBCS) for the rehabilitation, restoration,
and conservation of Manila Bay, this OPMBCS recommendeci
only the regulation, not a ban, on reclamation in Manila Bay,
particularly on reclamation in mangrove areas and mudflats
which are marine sanctuaries. But none of these projects can be
covered by any moratorium because they are not located in any
mangrove, mudflat or marine habitat or fish sanctuary, they said.
-  They also pointed out that these reclamation projects are
consistent with the SCs order for the agriculture department
and Bureau of Fisheries to improve and restore marine life
since most of the proponents in partnership with LGUs have
committed to establish mangrove corridors in the reclaimed
islands and fish sanctuaries in the water channels between
the reclaimed islands.

They added that these reclamation projects may even has
ten the cleanup of Manila Bay since they will have to dredge
and remove tons of wastes and silt that have accumulated at
the bottom of the sea in the project sites. And these massive
cleanup projects will be undertaken at zero cost to the govern
ment, they said.

In addition, the reclamation projects will have sewerage
t  treatment plants in every reclaimed island to ensure that waste
water will be treated and will not adversely affect the water
quality in Manila Bay, they noted.

These proponents have also insisted that these projects
have the required notices to proceed and commence from the
PRA, ECCs and area clearances from the DENR, letters of no
objection from other government agencies.

Many of the project proponents, after having obtained the
necessary clearances, nave already spent huge funds and
resources only to be asked to stop their reclamation activities
due to a distorted view of the current DENR administration
of the directive from the Supreme Court? Or was it because
the US Embassy sounded the alarm?

The suspension also came even after the DENR itself guar
anteed that these projects are safe for the environment when
it issued the required ECCs.

For comments, e-mail at mareyes@philstarmedia.com
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San Miguel, thel>'i.5-T conglomerate
moves to solve Bulacan, Pampanga flooding
>y Daxlm L. Luu. ^ ^By Daxlm L, Luen

(gdaylNQThe loth of August a Thurs
day. was a busy workday
for billionaire Ramon Ang.

Hours before other
employees began arriving for
work, the president and CEO
of San Miguel Corp. (SMC) had
begun to receive guests at the
Mandaluyong City headquar
ters of the conglomerate that
produces everything from beer
household food Items, refines
and retails petroleum, gener
ates electricity and runs the
most extensive network of toll
highways in the country.

7 a-ni,, the helicopter of
a provincial governor landed
on the company's roofdeck he-
hpad. while vehicles of other
town mayors and national and
local government officials ar
rived soon after. They were fol-
lowed by media vehicles carrying

,  reporters with their television
I  camera crew in tow,
I  The agenda was the severe
I  flooding experienced by resi

dents in Che provinci^s of Pam-
I  panga and Bulacan iliree weeks

prior. One specific concern was
the lnund.ition of a short seg
ment of the North Luzon Ex
pressway. owned by rival firm
Metro Pacific Tollways Corp.,
which had inconvenienced thou-

Even if it's
not our direct

responsibility,
we will do it. We

will spend for it.
It's for our country

Ramon Ang
SMCprMldint

'f / I x/

sands of motorisEs traveling
north of Manila.

And In recent days. San Mi
guel—whose big-ticket infra
structure projects have become
a favorite target of cnviron-
itientalists. some well-lnten-
•rioned and some encouraged
by cotporate rivals-was beingblamed for the noodine bvlocal

offldals Who were pc^nX althe firm s massive airpon prol-

ect. That snot true. They keep

talking without understanding
the real problem first," Ang tells
his assembled guests as they
pore over large maps spread out
over a long conference table
Of particular interest to thern
Is a 1990S map of the ptovince
made by the National Map
ping and Resource Information
Agency (Namria) that shows the
airport project site as a solid land
m^s. surrounded by water chan
nels on eite side. Another mapfrom Che Department of the En-
vironment and Natural Resourc
es shows the same details

"First of alL we're not redaim-

hig any new land. These are titled
lands we're building oa" he adds,
explaining that previous owners
of the 2,500 hectares whae the
New Manila International Airport
is being built allowed the area to
be inundated so that they could
be used as commercial fishponds.
"We're just restoring them to their
previous status."

The real problem
Pointing at the Namria map,

Ang explains that there is no way
the land redevelopment wortc for
the airport is blocking the out
flow of rain water from Pampan-

SOLVING A CRISIS
Ang explains the cause
of flooding as well as

his plan to dredge rivers
and clear waterways.
-CONTRIBUTEDPHOTO

ga and Bulacan into Manila Bay.
He notes that the airport project
site being worked on bv Dutch
fim Boskalls (the biggest and
best dredging firm In the woild.
he points out) is now Uke an
island where excess water can
flow around unrestricted.

"The real problem is the
slltatlon of the rivers in Pam-
panga and Bulacan. which has
reduced their carrying capacity
[for water)," he says. "Because
silt deposits have made these
watcrs^'ays so shallow in recent
years, It only rakes a litt-ie rain
for the.se rivers to overflow and

flood the surroundingareas."
And in typical Ramon Ang

feshbn, the tycoon surprises his
assembled guests by announcing
that San Miguel wiU take it upcm
itself to dredge the rivers and dear
the waterways of both provinces,
evKi some that extend hundreds
of kiloineters away from the air-;
port devdopment—and even it
strictly speaking, doing so is die
responsibility of the government

*501311 price to pay*
It is an expensive undertaking,

but Ang says it is a good use of die
ccngioinerate's resources, poirvt-
ing to the fact that the recent rains
brought little or no flooding to
Metro Manila areas that would
normally be inundated after
even m^erate raiiifalL

San Miguel has spent P3 bil
lion over the last three years
dredging and deaning the
Pasig. Tullahan and San Juan Riv
ers, removing almost t*vo million
tons of solid waste and sUt in the
process. Ang says this effort vrill
noxv be duplicated in Pampanga
and Bulacan to ensure that the
flooding experienced last month
will not be repeated.

Ccstly as this new undertak
ing will be. a cursory look at Sen
Miguel's financial .statements
and performance in recent
years shows diat it has re- M

sources to .<:pare. ^

SANMiGUEL,THEn5"TC0NGL0MEIUTE,
MOVES TO SOLVE BULACAN, PAMPANOA FLOOOINO

rnnil D1 ^rms of reve-
mUlrl DI nues, San Miguel is

the country's larg-
|,est conglbmerate with the total
I'-s^es of all its operating units
Chitting P1.5 trillion last year, after
"slumping" to P725 billion when
tlie pandemic hit in 2020. For
2024, it is again expected to hit
P1.5 trillion in revenues, at least

At the nominal value of the
country's latest gross domestic
product the conglomerate is
responsible for almost 7 percent
of Philippine economic output
in any ̂ ven year. It is also the
country's largest taxpayer.

And at a projected cost

of P740 billion, San Miguel's
four-runway airport project in
Bulacan is also the single big
gest infrastructure investment
made in the country's history
whether by the government or
the private sector.

Apart from the airport proj
ect, the conglomerate is also
constructing a commuter rail sys-
Cem the Mass Rail Transit, Line
7—that will connect Quezon City
to Bulacan and give people a fast
er, more convenient commute
starting next year.

San Miguel will also build anelevated toil highway along the
Manila Bay shoreline that will

extend from Roxas Boulevard in
the capital all the way to its Bula
can airport just a few kilometers
north so that travelers can cover
the distance that would normally
take hours in just a few minutes.

So, apart from making good
business sense, another P3 bil
lion to mitigate flooding is a
small price to pay if it means,
better lives for people in thei
surrounding communities, Ang-
says, as his guests exchange
nodding glances.

Even if it's not our direct
responsibility, we will do it.
will spend for it," Ang says. "It's
for pur country." iNQ »

^1^
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LIMA Water secures DENR !
OK for laboratory services

LIMA Water Corp., the water
business of Aboitiz InfraCapital Inc.,
secured the greenlight to continue
and expand the operations of its
environmental testing laboratory for
the government.

In a statement, LIMA Water said
it has renewed its recognition as an
environmental testing laboratory of
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR).

This allows its laboratory to con
duct testing and analysis of water
and wastewater to ensure the quality
adheres to national stmdards.

Moreover, the company has also
obtained the DENR's approval to
expand its scope of services, now
including additional recogruzed ef
fluent parameters such as ammonia,
nitrate, and color as part of its com-
rhitment to upholding the highest
standards in effluent testing and
analysis.

Effluent refers to treated waste-
water discharged into a natural body
of water.

To protect the environment and
public health from the adverse ef

fects of pollution, the government
has established effluent standards
and regulations to limit the amount
of pollutants and contaminants
permissible for discharge into the
environment.

"Having received the DENR's
recognition and approval to broad
en our scope of services, we are now
equipped to extend our laboratory
services to other companies, as
sisting them in ensuring that their
effluent adheres to government
standards and promotes environ
mental preservation. With our
expanded capabilities, we aim to
contribute even more significantly
to environmental conservation,
water resource management, and
sustainable practices," LIMA Water
general manager Hazele Manalo
said.

The company said the renewal
of DENR's recognition affirms its
unwavering dedication to maintain
ing a robust quality system, teclinical
expertise, advanced equipment and

. instrumentation, as well as ensuring
the consistent delivery of precise and

accurate test effluent data.
"With the recent renewal of LIMAWater's DENR recognition and^

expansion of our laboratory servirpl
we are steadfastly advancing fbo
cause of environmental protection
These milestones hold exception^,"
significance as we serve a diver«!o

effluentc,uaH.yT„«;s"SSstandards is an important measum
to avert water contaminatior^
Aboitiz InfraCapital Head of Wai^i.
Business Anna Lu said.

LIMA Water is the sole water anH
wastewater services provider for
LIMA Estate, a premiere smart anH
sustainable industrial developm^'^
in CALABARZON, hosting
than 150 locators with over 65 nnn
employees.

Operating two wastewater treai-
ment facilities with a combined
treatment capacity of 26 million
liters of wastewater daily, LIMA Wa
ter was able to treat more than two
billion liters of wastewater in 2022

- Danessa Rivera
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PRA seeks clarity on proposed
tax on single-use plastic products

ByLOUELLADESIDERIO u„ : . ... ^By LOUELLA DESIDERIO should not be imposed with
The Philippine Retailers As

sociation (PRA) wants clarity on
how the proposed single-use plas
tic tax will be implemented with
the measure expected to affect the
retail industry, which uses plastics
for its packaging.

PRA

-the to imoosp
proposed tax. for tax of Pinn

He also said there is a need use plasHcs of single-to clarify how and who should place of prod^r!^"^^'^sho;^erit ^ ^om custJSv 5%"
One solution we have is to en- Customs. Bureau of

TOurage the use of reusable bags," If nassed i
aaudiosald. ,

for the governi^ent ^ avenues
A  1 ♦ _ *

sumer opts for a
igle-use plastic for their pur-president Roberto Qaudio single-use^^S

chaifromSl
If the con

I
tic use, there is a need to clarify the fnr tt. f^t ff'on be charged According to the Wnri^ u
implementation of the proMsed nr. Philippines, China Tndtax on single-use plastic^^^'' ■ Thailand, aAd ViSaS

He said there is a need to define d f" of the Nabon Ad- for 55 to 60 percent ofwhat single-use plastic mLm riZ\h the oceans.^
"Unless defined properly how n ■ iroposibon of excise tax Every year, approximaf iwe will do this and how we will rn!.^^ plasbc as one of the million tons of^post-con«define the single-use plastic, by Co'^SeS g{fr generated Sthf

there will shll be confusion on the t., nt^ u i .. , t'hilippmeS, with an e-RtiJc.implementation," he said tj Noy^ber last year, the recycling rate of only 28

washed and reused, he said ^.s
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Creating space for plastic waste economy
By JOVATHAM L MAYUCA

A MAJOR contifliuTOf to oaait plj»!t
pollutien.thePhlHppIneslJKruggnng
to combat the perennial garbage

problem owing to the Lalluro of rirfous
sect05 to compfy *.1th Republic Act 9003,

'  or the Ecotoglcal Solid Waste Management
Act of2000.

The law promotes proper waste
segregation to reduce, reose and recycle
for appropriate disposal In an engineered
sanitary landfill.

Us poor enforcement by the National
Solid Waste Management Commission
(N5WM0. compelled Congress to enact
Republic Act 11898. uc the Extended
Producer Responsibility m Act or2Q22,
which now passes the responsibility
of recovering waste to a laqe-scale
manufacturing company to curb ocean
plastic pollution.

NSWMC 1$ composed of various
national government agewiei,led by the
Department ot trrrimrotient and Natural
Resources (DENR), and with compliance by
concerned local gcverwncnl initj {LGUs),

Pbjtk waste producer
THE Philippines generates 61,000 metric

^ tons of solid waste dail}^ 12 percent to 24
percent of which H plastk w^.

Worse, fillpinos use more than
163 million plastic sachet packets, 48
rnillion shopping bags and 4S million
tliln-film bags daily.

Thirty-threeperccBtofthesefsdbpoMd
of in landRlls and du«psltes, and around
35 percent is ieaked into the open
environmertt and oceaas.

I  AccofdingtoaJOZlWorldBankMatfcet
Studyforthe'PhilipplnePiasticCircularlty

, Opportunittes aod Barriers: Asu and
Pacific Rvgiofl Maritime PU$tl» Series.'

0.8 million tons of plastics are disposed
of yearly, with about 28 percent of key
plastic resins being recycled.

Still, a majority of the material value of
plastics h lost to the Philippine economy
each year, equivalent to a value loss of
$790 million to 5890 mllllofl.

Threat to marine biodiversity
OCEAN pUsUc pollution b now considerrd a
serious threat to nwine blodlvershy,

Maiine turtles and other large matlne
mammals inadvertently Ingest plastic,
which theyoftenmistakehirfQod, resulting
In the animals'untimely demise.

PlastlrpoHutlonaisoadvenelyallectscDral^
wfuch are essential spedes-btiidingecosysteffls
along wHh seagrass and mangmves.

Brokeninto miaoscoplc pieces, plastics
are also Ingestedbyflshandolherseafood,
eTenruatly posing a serious threat to the
humanhealthandwell-belngthateatthem.

Private sector help
-AS the DENR aggressively promotes
compliance with the EPR Act and moves
to (oalie waste recycling Inclusive for the
waste pkkeii, |i |$ now getting themuth-
needed boost from the private sector

speciriulty In waste recovery to prevent
them from reaching the ocean and worsen
ocean plastic pollulicn.

Plastic Bank empowers the soda!
rccyxllng movement to stop ocean plastic
pollution and help alleslate poverty.

Bnpmring comminiitles
THE group has partneied with communities
that act as collection agents to bdlate the
exchange of plastic waste as currency for
income and Itfe-lripmving benefits, such as
groceries, co^dng M,' sdv^ tuttkm, heMdi
Lnsurance, digltai conncctMty and fioanUal
technology services.

The collected raaiehals are processed
Into sodal plastic feed stock for reuse In
products aod packaging, helping create a
nevr life for old plastics.

Ptanlc Bank currentlyoperates In
Southeast Asia, Afrka and Latin America.

In the Philippines, ft has gathered 19.?
mHlion kilograms of plastic waste, or 989
mllifon eqolvalent plastic bottles.

It hasa total of 7,9SOco!lection agents
from the Philippines.

Clobally, Plastk flank has over 600
coHection branches, and more thanathird.
Of 216. arc la the Phllippxies—scittered

MyiD KATZ fbiti ORC ofPItWic Bank's
woccssful oflertan b) Radrigiaii.
IllxibHAagiBt17.hAST)ciAnMio

all over Metro Manila, Cavlte, Laguna,
Pampaogs, Zambales and Naga.

Profound Impact
AS a way Of giving back to its partners
from the communities In the country.
David Kttz, founder of Plastic Bank, went
to pay Philippine collectors a vlslj from
Augunl4to17.

Visited were Individual collectors to
whom Katz demonstrated selflessness,
compassion and dedication to iheir
families and,their communities.

'Our collection members are making
a profound Impact on our planet and our
communities with each day they spend
on pFevenilng plastic from entering the
ocean,'hesald.

During his visit, Katz surprised select
indlvkiuals by offering ftnandal assistance
to falfill their aspirations.

Creatmg space for plKlks
JNTERVIEWEDviaZeomcnAogast 17.K<tj
uid Plastic Bank rtcognim thai w paicent
ofplastics efitirmfl th« oceans are coming

from areas of poverty.
In the Philippines, Plastic Bank's role is

to oeate a space for every piece of plastic,
every piece of material, and its value is
revealed In a manner thai people don't
throw it away.

*We talked about cleanliq the oceans.
To keep the ocean dean, from needing to
be rieaned to begin with.* he said.

A good law, a good start
AtCORDINS t« Kto the EPS |j» h . renr
good Start.

.*lt Is a very strong headway as we find
in many countries.' he uld.

While he said It Is not a perfect law. he
quickly said that the perfect Is sometimes
the enemy If you're good e.icugh.

He said ImplemetTting the law,
nevertheless, will help create the space for
additional enforttinMiL

Katzsald turning garbage Into gold is all
part fl flmproving solid waste maDagetnenL

'It's all part of iL The Uw, of CMrse, is
important Tbe tbilirvto execute tfee
critically Important as welL'he said.

FaciDtating commitments
LIKE Dtber playea he said Plastic Bank wBl
play a significant pat? so that organizatians
can foolltate their commitments to be able
to jubstanilatt the return of the voiune
of tiuiertais that they are putting itao the
emironment. to create the space for recyded
content to be used locally as welL

The EPR law, he said, also plays a
significant role for the chiefaecutlve officer
of i large corporation, whose duty is to
shareholders fi rst, substarrtlatfng that rhey
must do nothing to nmpmmise the return
to the shareholders.

'The EPR law row gives us space for
the CEO to commit to doing what is right
in the vwid as well. So the comprombe
of shareholder return b Justifiel It gives
the legal space for public corporations to
do what bright,'he said.

Dollar earning opportunity
COU.ECTINGpdasdcw}st£.accordin9toKa!2,b
a doUar-eamlng opportunity as wttt

He cited that Plastk Bank has • variety
of processing panners that prepare the
materials they coflert for export.

"We ate providing a spate for tfwse
processcrswexportlhematerlaHaftdrecelve
dollars as well,'he said.

Giving the jroor self-worth
MORE Importantly, Katz said PlaslkBank
provides an opportunity for the waste
pickers to have a purpose—and be part
of something big.

Having peace of mind as th^ earn or
make money, keep earnings Ina baiii book,
and wear a uniform while at work makes
them feelpioud.

They can vraUt vfith heath high beause
thvy know theyan partof son)ethlRfl,'h» laid,
adi^ig that hjvtng a feeiing of setf-worth is
something Plastic Bank b also proud of.
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to file class suit

BY IRE JOE V.C. LAURENTE

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro:
The office of Oriental Mindoro First
District Rep. Arnan Panaligan is

[coordinating with the local government of
'r Pola and other municipalities for the filing
I of a class suit against the owners of the oil
'tanker that sank off the waters of Oriental
[Mindoro on Feb. 28, 2023 and caused a
massive oil spill.

At a forum organized by Maka-
bayan-Southem Tagalog Serve the
People Corps on Saturday, August

I 26, Panaligan said that his office
i  is in communication with Pola
, Mayor Jennifer Cruz for the filing
, of a dass suit against the owners
. of MT Princess Empress.
1  "We are waiting for the sworn
; statements and other legal doc-
i uments from the affected fish-
erfolks of Pola and from other
towns before filing the case,"
Panaligan said.

"I have instructed my legal

team to coordinate with the local
government units (LGUs) and
people's organizations to facilitate
the documents."

Gabriela party-list Rep. Arlene
Brosas, who also attended the
forum, said that the filing of the
dass suit is necessary before the
afferted residents can file a claim
before the Oil Pollution Compen
sation Fund.

"It is up to the LGUs on when
they are going to fi le the case, but
they should be reminded that un
der the law, they only have three

years in filing the compensation :
daim," Brosas said.

In a telephone interview, Cruz
told The Manila Times that they
already have the papers submit
ted before the National Bureau
of Investigation (NBI), and she is
also coordinating with the Depart
ment of Justice (DoJ) for filing the
necessary complaints against the
owners of the oil tanker.

"It is already with the NBI and
DoJ, and we were told that they
are preparing the suit," Cruz said.

"We have induded the names of
the owners of the tanker and the
charterer. We are just waiting on
updates of the case."

Meanwhile, the fisherfolk who
attended the forum enumerated
their demands for compensation
such as the retroactive P10,000
monthly aid for the fishers affert
ed by the fishing ban, the provi
sion of alternative livelihood that
is based on the actual condition
and needs of the affected com
munities, and the termination of
projects that can destroy or harm
the environment.

MULING PACLAYiiLCr
— PARA SA — —

KABUHAYAN
■  AT '

KALIKASAN!
Mindoro Ftsherfolkt' Commurtity Forum with MAKABAYAN

August Ze, 2023 .

;7

■y»S ;:3

■•'A'' .0A\ ■

SEEKING COMPENSATION Oriental Mindoro First District Rep. Arnan Panaiioali
(right) talks to fisherfolk and residents affecte''' ■ the oil spill caused by an oil tanker that sank off the wat
Oriental Mindoro on Feb. 28,2023 dufing afOi, ,^he Riceland 2 Hotel on Saturday, Aug. 26 2023 Pwo-iw
IRE JOE V.C. LAURENTE V
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Japan cites PH recognition
of 'safe' water release

BY JAVIER JOE ISMAELIAPANESE Ambassador to the Philippines
Koshikawa Kazuhiko on Friday expressed
gratitude to the Philippines for recognizing
an's commitment to the safe discharge of ALPS

(Advanced Liquid Processing System)-treated
radioactive water into the Pacific Ocean that
started on August 24.

i  The International Atomic En
ergy Agency (IAEA) has published
a comprehensive report stating
that Japan's plans to release treated
radioactive water from the Fuku-
shima Daiichi plant damaged by
a 9.0 magnitude earthquake in
2011 "are consistent with relevant
international safety standards."

"We are grateful for the majority
of the international commiinity,
jincluding the Philippines, that
Ishows their understanding of the
mentioned discharge, based on
facts and science. This is a crucial

step for Japan toward recovery
from the catastrophe," Ambas
sador Kazuhiko posted on X (for
merly Twitter).

"Japan deeply appreciates the
Philippine government's under
standing of the release of treated
water from the Pukushima nuclear
power plant from a science-and-
fact-based perspective and its
impaa on the ocean," Kazuhiko
said in another post.

In a statement released to the
media on Thursday, the Depart
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) said

Manila recognizes the technical ex
pertise of the IAEA on the matter.

"The Philippines continues to
look at this issue from a science-
and fact-based perspective and its
impact on the waters in the region.
As a coastal and archipelagic State,
the Philippines attaches utmost
priority to the protection and
preservation of the marine envi
ronment," DFA spokesman Ma.
Teresita Daza said.

Meanwhile, China's customs
department announced it would
stop importing all aquatic products
originating from Japan — meaning
the ban could potentially limit other
oceanic products besides seafood,
such as sea salt and seaweed.

It said the rnove aims to protect
the health of Chinese consum
ers from the risk of radioactive
contamination caused by Japan's
discharge of contaminated water
from Fukushima.

Kazuhiko earlier said Tokyo
would manage the annual dis

charge volume of tritium so it
would not exceed 22 trillion bec-
querels (Bq), which is equivalent
to the target discharge manage
ment value for Fukushima Daiichi
before the accident in 2011.

"It is worth noting that other
countries also discharge tritium
into the sea in compliance with
their own domestic laws and regu
lations; for instance, according to
China Nuclear Energy Association
website, China, discharging 112
trillion Bq from Yangjiang Nuclear
Power Plant (NPP) in 2021. The
amount of tritium in the ALPS-
treated water is far smaller than
the amount of tritium discharged
from many nuclear power plants
and other facilities in other coun
tries," Kazuhiko said.

Japan will also take "all possible
measures to ensure the safety of the
discharge into the sea even after it
begins and will not discharge any
thing that could adversely affect the
health or environment," he added.
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TESTING THE WATERS An employee of Mothers' Radiation Lab Fukushima, a citizens'
testing center, tests seawater samples taken near the disaster-damaged Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, in
the city of Iwaki, northeastern Japan on Friday, Aug. 25,2023. AP PHOTO

— from cooling the remains of national Atomic Energy Agency levels were well within safe limits,
three reactors has been fi ltered of (IAEA), which said on Thursday "IAEA experts are there on the
all radioactive elements except for that samples taken from the first ground toserveastheeyesoftheinter-
[tritium, and is safe. batch of diluted water prepared national community and ensure that
^ This is backed by the Inter- for discharge showed that tritium the discharge is being carried out as

planned consistent with IAEA safet]
standards," IAEA Director-Genera
Rafeel Grossi said in a statement

Most analysts agree, althougf
environmental pressure group
Greenpeace has said the filtration
process, known as ALPS, does noi
work and that a vast amount ol
radioactivity will be released intc
the ocean.

Japan's move infuriated China,
which says the action contami
nates the ocean, and widened a
ban on aquatic produce in place
for 10 Japanese prefectures to covei
the whole country.

Nishimura on Friday echoed
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in
urging China, Japan's biggest mar
ket for seafood, to reverse the ban.

"The Japanese government ...
will strongly demand baseless
regulations to be immediately ter
minated," the Trade minister said.

South Korea's government,
which is trying to improve rela
tions with Japan in order to coun
ter China, has endorsed the water
release, although some ordinary
people are alarmed.

Matthew Miller, a United States
State Department spokesman,
said Washington "is satisfied
with Japan s safe, transparent and
science-based process." AFP
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PWpili^^ii^tlyjrelnewed ties
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10 fnalnstream ttie tfalueS'Ol^W^^^

whole of Asean.lhls partnership renewal
is hot jiist a recognltfoiiof the successes of
our pre^ous collaboration, but this speaks
a lot about the effectiveness of our work
in integrating biodiversity across varloifi
sectors/sald Dr. Ther^ Mundita Urn, AC6

fOTumm

During the Initial partnership
fdrged In 2021, ACS and MPIC jointly
implemented regibhaiconservaDon *
initiatives, su^ as the A^ean Green
initiative, the seventh Asean Heritage
Parks (AHP) Conference, business and
biodiversity dialogues, and the Asean
biodiversity Heroes recognition
program.

MPIC is also supporting Tubbataha
Deeft Natural Parfc pftc of the 55 AHPs
in tire region, through its Shore It Up!

AHPs are protected areas In the
region that were recognized for their
rich biological resources and effective
management The ACB serves as the t
secretariat of the AHP program.

These activities resulted In increasing
biodiversity afwareness and Inspiring
meaningful actlbnsand Energies among
youths private, and public secton; the
protection of around 5,300 mangrovi^ in
the country, an^ the jtnpmyement of the
flora and feuna among the Asean member
states that eventually contributed to
ecosystems restpratiori and m^\ and
marine conservation;

"Being a business involved
In essential services, MPIC has
etnbraced a holistic approach in doing
^stainability. We underscore the
Importance of profiting natiir^aiii\thf
environment and it is important for us

to partner with ACS since we have been
doing many good Initiatives tpgetfij^;
said June Cheryl Cabal-Re\dlla,'chi^
finandal officer and chief sustainabillty
officerofMPtC

•Renewing our.partnership Is
a testamerit to our comrnltineiit tn

Initiatives sbWecimcoi^^^
riature and have a good ftiture^^ w
wryor]ie;C^i-fev^^

renewal Instrument wasMhy Mm
and Cabal-Revilla,!ln tbeffesin^pf
Senate PjeticteritPfoteihporB toren
Legarda, who is one of the recoghfeed
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GSIS to build six million
't

ByCHINOLEYCO

he Government Service
Insurance System (GSIS)
said lit will build six mil
lion t^ordable houses for.

government employees under the
Pambansang Pabahay Para sa Pili-
pmo Program (4Ps).
"We are championing the rig^t

of eyery government employee to
own a-home)" stated Wick Veloso,
GSIS president and general manager,
emphasizing that the 4Ps program
aims to provide homes for 30 mil
lion Filipinos.

According to Veloso, the Mar
cos administration has intensified
its efforts to address the country's
housing needs, and as a result, the
"GSIS will do its part to support this
program."

"Our commitment is to create a

^gnificant impact and positive dif-
;|ference as we support the housing

program and, at the same time, help
the overall economy as construction
of homes has abig mvdtiplier effect,"
Veloso assured.

GSlS has Adopted a three-
pronged approach to enhance the 4Ps
and support the affordable housing
initiative's flagship program.'These
.three initiatives have been intro
duced to help , more Filipinos attain
their homes.

The first initiative. Lease with
Option to Buy (LWOB), is an alter
native way to purchase a home or
property from GSIS without pay
ing a down payment. This option is
available for approximately 15,000
residential properties owned by GSIS
nationwide.

The second initiaitive. Housing
Accounts Restructuring and Condo
nation Program (HARCP), has been
extended until 2025. ' ^

HARCP provides GSIS housing
loan borrowers with a chance to

bring their accounts to their current
status, encouraging full payment
with the waiver of penalties and
partial discount on interest. This
effectively reduceis the bedance on
housing accounts.

lastly, the ̂ d initiative involves
constructing hew low-cost housing
units for government workers.

The initial projects mclude high-
rise housing complexes in Fairview,
Quezon City, and Cogeo, Antipole,
which are expected to be completed
by 2025.

More projects under this initia
tive are in collaboration with the
Department of Human Settlements
and Urban Development (DHSUD).

Information about GSIS prop
erties for sale and lease, as well
as general guidelines, application
lOims^i i.(^^cklists of requirements,

(asked questions un- <
dOjipVoB, arOava^able on,the GSIS
WebSite . f ,


