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Seabed quarry plan
on Tayabas Bay hit

LUCENA CITY—Fisherfolk and environmentalists
' in Quezon province are opposing another plan to
conduct seabed quarrying in Tayabas Bay, petition
ing local governments to help protect their fishing
grounds. The group Tanggol Kalikasan said a local
businessman had applied for an exploration per-

, mit for "marine sand... for reclamation purposes"
covering 1,079 hectares of the bay in Padre 55
Burgos town, —story by delfin t. mallari jr. A1

'JNQtfiRERJuCT NiwaNfo.iNQoiftiitNrr

Editor
Mari» Gdralyn I. Bonedtcto

ni.N6WS.«INQUiarR.C0M m JNQUUURNEWSNiWE/AGlA:mr/MESSAGET04467

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

jEilJUiJo

Mastal area of Lucena City, the provincial capital of Quezon, hugs a portion of Tayabas Bay, one of the major sources of livelihood for locals. Environmentalists are calling ror tnecontinued protection of the bay. shown in this photo taken in June, amid threats of Illegal fishing and quarrying. -oAWMvoimoAax/coNTBJsuTOR

Plan to quarry Tayabas
Bay opposed anew

Group seeks help of Quezon local gov^, DENR to reject
project as scraping seafloor wiill damage Ashing ground

By Deffin T. Mallari Jr.
(gdtmallarijrINQ

LUCENA CtTY-Fisherfolkand
enviromnentalists in Quezon
province have opposed anodier
plan to conduct seabed quarry
ing in Tayabas Bay, as tiiey pre
pared a petition that would be
sent to local government units
in areas facing this import
ant body of water in Calabar-
zon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas,
Rizal, Quezon) regioa

"We strongly oppose" any
application for any khid of ac
tivity that could harm Tayabas
Bay, such as mining and quar
rying even if it's still in the
exploration stage," said part of
the petition slga^ on"Wednes
day during an env'ironmental
paralegal training for fish war
dens initiated by Tanggol Ka
likasan (TK) In Tayabas City.

According to the peti
tioners, if Tayabas Bay is de
stroyed due to these threats,
thousands of fishermen and
residents would be affected
as they would lose their liveli
hood and food source for their
femilies and communities.

• TK obtained a copy of an
application for an exploration
permit In a section of Tayabas
Bay in Padre Burgos town, cov
ering 1,079 hectares. •

THREATENED Tourists enjoy the white sand and clear
waters around Borawan Island, a popular tourist haven In Tay
abas Bay In Padre Bui^os, Quezon, In this photo taken In 2017.
The group Tanggol Kalikasan warns that areas like this tran
quil beach will be damaged once seabed quarrying Is allowed
In the area. ̂ -oitriNT. maixarj jr.

Citing government doc-
umcnw, lay Um, TK project
officer, said they were wor
ried about the projott since
the planned, seabed quarrying
would cover not only Taya
bas Bay but also the waters of
Batangas and Cavite provinces.

"It (exploraticn) will cause
massive damage and losses in
fishing grounds, and die fragile
marine ecosystems that we are
trying to protect and rehabili
tate," Lim said.

Tayabas Bay. located north
west of the Island province of
Marinduque. stretches from
San Juan town in Batangas
province to the towns of Sar-

aiong Lamon Bay In the l^cific
Ocean, to along Tayabas Bay and
hve along the Ragay Gulf.

Appeal
Lim appealed to the local

governments and the Depart
ment of Environment and Nat
ural Resources (DENR) to reject
the application.

"They had successfully pre
vented It before; riiey can do it
again," Lim said.

On March 3,2031. the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resourc
es "rejected two applications for
seabed quanying covering more
than 1 B,ooo ha in Tayabas Bay.

The local governments of at

receive a copy of the latest appli
cation for an exploration permiL

In January, Quezon Gov. An
gelina Tan, the province's may
ors, and representatives from
the DENR, law enforcement
networks and envlronmeniallst
groups formed the Marine Pro
tected Area Network to protect
and preserve the seas around
Quezon. A protected area Is an
identified portion of land and
water with unique physical
and biological significance that
is protected by law against de
structive exploitation.

Threats
According to TK, the con-

tlnucus increase In the demand
for sand, gravel ahd filling ma
terials for large constnictlon
projects has led contractors
to resort to seabed quarrying,
where the seafloor Is scraped
to extract materials.

"If seabed quarrying Is car
ried out in rich seas like Tay
abas Bay, what will happen to
nature and the livelihoods of
those who depend on It?" TK
said in a statement

Illegal sand quarrying along
the coast of Tayabas Bay has
also returned, the group said.
Most of these illicit activities
were happening on the shores
of Sariaya town, where nesting
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thm g^Qbalave^e thi^ '
to isybmeige jno$t ofM^o Manila, the

: NatipnaiMapping^dResouicelnfonna-'
|,tiph^thQd^ (iNainna) Fnday,^
I , Speal^g at a public .briefing, Namria.
j- ;#c^o@aphyvPivisiph. Chief .

Dennis Bringassaid.^jrtifrppj 1947 to
2022, iha lfiv^ pfMan^Payhas risen by
13.2 nrillimet^ (nun) pw y^ .

Thfe is four times :lhe arinuaj aysage
of 3.4 mm as ded'at^ 1^ m)^ Mtional'
Aeronautics and Space A<hninisriation

t:;

■ LEVEL FROM A1

Rising
(NASA), Bringas said.

Ihe annual sea level rise from.
1965 to 2022 was even higher at
14.4 mm, he said.

Bringas pointed to global warm
ing ̂ as one of the factors tri^ering
the accelerated rise in sea4^els
around the world.

There is ocean thermal ejqjan-

sion; when the water is warm, the
tendency is that it will expand,
which could inaease the level (of
sea water)," he said.

He also said human activities
such as land reclamation, land
subsidence and deforestation also
contribute to the rising sea level.

The level in 1965 rose "maybe be-
causeofurbanization and constmction
ofbuildings in Metro Manila," he said.

In the data obtained from 1901
to 2022, the sea level rise was 8.4

mm per year, about three times the
global average

Metro Manila is considered one
of the cities in the world most vul
nerable to rising ocean levels.

Bringas said that other cities in
the Philippines are also at risk from
rising sea levels.

Based on Nanuia monitoring, Le-
gazpi City inAlbay recorded a 6 nun
aimual inaease from 1947 to2022.

In Puerto Princesa City in Pala-'
wan, the inaease from 1990 to 2022

was 2.88 mm.
In Davao City, it was 3.6 nun from

1948 to 2022.
Bringas said inaeased sea level

rise could cause frequent flooding,
land loss, destruction of wetlands,'
and otha negative impacts on eco
logical systems.

It could also lead to coastal ero
sion, which could bring economic
problems such ^ population dis
placement he said.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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'Handwashing'
and avoidance
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Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga of the Depart
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) when asked during
a budget hearing about the issuance
of an environmental compliance
certificate (ECC) to the reclamation
projects in Manila Bay is quite disturb
ing. While she simply mouthed the
canned response of the DENR on the
nature of any ECC, as well as the en^
vironmental impact assessment (EIA)
system of which it is an important
component, there can be no excuse for
what has become an institutionalized
form of "handwashing," or abdicating
and avoiding one's responsibility.
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'Handwashing'
and avoidance

Yulo-Loyzaga asserted that while
the DENR did issue an ECC, it is not
a permiL It is just a planning tool.

It's about time this response is
called out not only because it passes
on the responsibility and liability
to others. It should be called out
because it is both intellectually dis
honest and legally vacuous.

The EIA system that contains the
issuance of an ECC is not a mere
bureaucratic instrumentality. While
DENR and Yulo-Loyza'ga are half-
correct in saying that it is a planning
tool, theyare grossly mistaken to treat
it as ifit is a mere instrument for envi
ronmental planners. The EIA system
ceased to be a mere tool and became
a legal instrument as early as 1978
when the late President Ferdinand
Marcos Sr., using his legislative pow
ers, issued Presidential Deaee (PD)
1586, which turned the EIA system
into a mandatory requirement

Section 2 of PD 1585 is unequivt)-
cal when it decreed the manda
tory nature of conducting an EIA It
states: There is hereby established
an Environmental Impaa Statement
System founded and based on the
environmental impart statement re
quired, under Section 4 of PD 1151,
of all agencies and instnrmentaiities
of the national government includ
ing govemment-owned or-conuolled
corporations, as well as private corpo
rations, firms and entities, for every
proposed project and undertaking,
which significantly affect the quality
of the environment* Take note that
the law used the word "required."

Section 4 further states that "No
person, partnership or corporation
shall undertake or operate any such
declared environmeiitally critical
project or area without fi rst secur
ing an environmental compliance
certificate issued by the president or
his duly authorized representative."
The mandatory nature ofsecuring aii
ECX; is further amplified by coupling
this with Section 9 which imposes a
penalty for violation of Section 4. Any
violation of Section 4 would merit
cancellation of the project or activity
arid/or the imposi'tion of a fine .

Yulo-Loyzaga may be correct in
saying that an EtX is not technically
just a permit. Actually, and in fact,
it is more than a permiL It is a leg
islated warrant that serves as a legal
requisite for any other govemmeiit
agency, such as the Philippine Rec
lamation Authority or the pertinent
local government units (LGUs), to
green-light a particular project. In
its official website, theDENRdefines
the ECC as "a document issued by
the DENR-EMB after positive review
of an ECC application, certifying
that based on the representations
of the proponent, the proposed
project or undertaking will not cause
significant negative environmental
impact. The ECC also certifies that
the proponent has complied with all
the requirements of tlie EIS system
and has committed to implement its
approved environmental manage

ment plan. The ECC contains specific
measures an i onditinns that the
project proponent has to undertake
before and during the project's aban
donment phase to mitigate identified
environmental impacts."

Thus, it is clear that an ECC is a
requirement for any project or activity
that has the potenti^ to cause signifi
cant enviroiunental impacts, and that
securing it is a necessary condition be
fore a project or activity can proceedl
While it is not a stiffident condition,
since after obtaining an ECC, propot
nents still have to secure clearance
from other government agendes, it is
dear that it Is the DENR, through the
Environmental Management Bureau
(EMB), that has the duty to provide
the technical assessment and ascertain
the environmental, impacts of the
project It is not the primary duty of

.theLGUsandother government agen
des to perform these roles.

It is therefore disiirgenuous and
evasive for Yulo-Loyzaga to treat an
ECC as a mere planning tool, as a way
to deflect primary responsibility fbrthe
green-lighting of the problematic rec
lamation projects. Itmay not officially
be labeled asapermitinabuieauaatic
sensft but PD 1586 has converted this
planrung tool into a regulatory tool,
that there are punitive provisions in
thelawwhenaproject or activity which
requires an EIA is pursued and imple
mented without fiist securing an ECC.

But this would not be the first
time that tlte DENR seaetary has
resorted to avoidance as a strategy.
She has repeatedly refused to speak
to the representatives ofthe Masungi
Georeserve Foiindation (MCFI),
whose contract signed by DENR is
now being questioned even by cur
rent DENRoffidals, induding Yulo-
Loyzaga. When asked by Kabataan
party-list Rep. Raoul Manuel when
was thelasttimeDENRacmally spoke
with representatives of MGH, Yulo-
Loyzaga responded by saying that
The DENR is of the position at this
point that everything that the MCFI
has said in public has been negative. °

Yulo-Loyzaga's response is dearly
not befitting a public servant whose
salary is drawn fiom taxpayers' money,
and whose actions should uphold
standards of transparency and open
ness to critidsm and dialogue It is
tinfortunatethat she would ignore re
quests for an audience from, and avoid
talking with, a group simply because it
is critical ofher and her agency. Ifthere
are people she must talk to, it should
be those whohave grievances. She can
not just choose to speak to parties who
would praise DENRand her. Engaging
critical voices is but one ofthe haz^ds
that come with public service

But asking Yulo-Loyzaga to grant
her critics an audience may be ask
ing too much, for someone who,
according to my sources, rarely visit^
DENR's regional offices to tonA bas^
with her own people Yulo-Loyzaga
should be reminded that we are a
Republic And it is her duty to listeif
even to people who dislike her. j
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The world must act now
to combat 'global boiling'
In a "searing" statement issued recently,

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres declared that the world is now en
tering an era of "global boiling." Official data

confirms that July 2023 has become the "hottest
month ever recorded in human history," with
temperatures breaking records across the board.

"Humanity is in the hotseat," Guterres said at
a climate press conference at the UN headquarters.
"Climate change is here. It is terrifying. And it is
just the beginning. The era of global warming has
ended; the era of global boiling has arrived. The
air is unhreathable. The heat is unbearable. And
the level of fossil fuel profits and climate inaction
is unacceptable."

According to data released by the World Me
teorological Organization and the European Com
mission's Copernicus Climate Change Service, July
has "already seen the hottest three-week period
ever recorded, the three hottest days on record,
and the highest-ever ocean temperatures for this
time of year."

In the Philippines last Aug. 14, the heat index,
or temperature as perceived by the body, reached
60 degrees Celsius (°C) in Casiguran, Aurora, based
on the monitoring of PAGASA.

Sixteen other areas on the same day experienced
"dangerous" .heat indices, among them: Calapan,
Oriental Mindoro (45°C); NAIA, Pasay City (43°C);
Dagupan City, Pangasinan (43°C); Tuguegarao City,
Cagayan (43°C); Baler, Aurora (43°C); Alabat, Que
zon (43°C); Daet, Camarines Norte (43°C); Virac,
Catanduanes (43°C); Roxas City, Capiz (43°C); Ap-
arri, Cagayan (42°C); Iba, Zambales U2''C); Sangiey
Point, and Cavite (42°C).

PAGASA said a heat index ranging from 42°C
to 5i°C indicates impending "danger," as "heat
cramps and heat exhaustion are likely," and "heat
stroke is probable with continued activity."

And who is to blame for global boiling? Guterres
points to humanity itself as the primary culprit.

"Humans are to blame. All this is entirely consis
tent with predictions and repeated warnings (of
scientists)." What's surprising and alarming for
Guterres, however, is the "speed of change."

But all is not lost, as there is still a little bit of
time left. But there can be no hesitancy and ex
cuses, especially for climate-vulnerable natioris
such as the Philippines. It wouldn't take a scientist
to know — and feel — that we are in a precarioiis
state, with heat getting more intense, and rains
getting more mightier. In fact, the Institute for
Economics and Peace has said that the Philippines
is the country most at risk from the climate crisis.

Amidst the alarming shift from global warming
to global boiling, Guterres urged us not to despair
but to take action. He remains optimistic that when
humanity unites and works toward a common goal,
we can still prevent the worst outcomes. ■

One of the most crucial actions to take now is to
limit global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius
in order to avoid the vei^i worst of climate change.
As citizens, we can support the private and public
sectors' transition to renewable energy, reduce
unnecessary electricity consumption, and prioritize
the reuse of finite resources. Most of all, educat
ing younger generations about the importance of
saving this planet is also crucial.

Furthermore, Guterres emphasizes the need
for "adaptation." "Extreme weather is becoming
the new normal. All countries must respond arid
protect their people from the searing heat, fatal
floods, storms, droughts, and raging fires that
result. Those countries on the frontlines - who
have done the least to cause the crisis and have
the least resources to deal with it - must have the
support they need to do so." Again, this statemerit
perfectly describes the Philippine situation, as We
are a "carbon sink" country.

Are you ready to do something today for the
planet? Let's not wait for the "boiling noint" to
force us into action.
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World inew

How not to handle
radioactive waste

: ̂ , 1

By AZBY BROWN

YOKOHAMA - This week Japan began releasing
naore than a million tons of treated radioactive water,
now stored at the disabled Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant, into the Pacific Ocean.

It is expected to take decades to release all of the
water at the plant, which was devastated in 2011
by a tsunami generated by the powerful Tohoku
earthquake. Tokyo Electric Power Company, which
operates the facility, and the International Atomic
Energy Agency both say the radiation to be released
will be of such low concentrations that it will have
a negligible radiological impact on people and the
environment.

That may turn out to be true, if everything goes
according to Tepco's plans, consistently and without
major mishap, for at least the next 30 years. Only time
will tell. But the most important questions here may
not be the technical, scientific and radiological ones,
but about the example being set.
The Japanese government and Tepco made the

decision to release the water after a process that
has been neither fully transparent nor adequately
inclusive of important st^eholders, both in Japan
and abroad. This plants the seeds for what could be
decades of mistrust and contention.

But perhaps even more worrying, Japan is setting
a precedent for other governments mat might be even
less transparent. This is dangerous, particularly in
Asia, where more than 140 nuclear power reactors
are already in operation and, led by growth in China
and India, dozens more are either being built, are in
the planning stages or have been proposed. If Japan,
a globally respected cultural and economic force, can
get away with dumping radioactive water, what's to
stop other countries?

There's no denying that Japan and Tepco are in
a bind over what to do with the byproducts of the
world's worst nuclear accident since Chernobyl in
1986. Melted nuclear fuel debris inside the damaged
reactors is being cooled by pumped-in water,
which comes into contact with a toxic cocktail of
radioactive substances known as radionuclides. To
this is added approximately 100 tons of groundwater
and rainwater, which leak into the reactor buildings
each day and also become contaminated. All of the
water is sent through a powerful filtration system
to remove much of the radioactivity and is stored
on-site in more than 1,000 giant steel tanks. But the
amount of water is constantly growing, and Tepco
has repeatedly warned that it is running out of
storage space at Fukushima.

n o □ □
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1 have researched or written about Fukushima
and affected communities ever since the disaster and
have closely followed the official response. As early
as 2013, the IAEA began advising Tepco to consider
discharging the water into the sea. The government
also looked at other options, such as releasing the \yater
into the air as vapor or injecting it deep imderground.
But numerous experts and environmental groups
have complained that there has been a consistent
lack of sufficient public input and that some viable
alternatives, such as long-term storage in more
robust tanks, were not seriously evaluated. Despite
opposition from many Japanese citizens, the counby's
fisheries association and neighbors like South Korea
and China, the government announced in April 2021
that it had decided on releasing the water into the
ocean. i

Public hearings, some of which I attended, were]
held before and after the final decision, but these!
seemed more about selling the ocean release option'
than about giving the public a say. It was only months
after the decision was announced that a radiological
environmental impact assessment - conducted by
Tepco - was finally released. Wheri Tepco called for
public comments for the study, some experts pointed
out troubling information gaps, such as the lack of a
full inventory of what radioactive elements remained
in the tanks. There is no evidence that serious efforts
were made to address some of these issues.

Involving local residents, civil society groups,!
technical experts and - when necessary - neighboring
nations in decision-making can lead to notable^
successes. In choosing the site of a long-term repositoryi
for low-level radioactive waste, Belgian regulators ira
1998 gave decision-making power to a broad cross|
section of .public and private stakeholders. In thq
end, two neighboring towns actually competed to be

"the site, and in 2006 a proposal by the municipality!
of Dessel was approved. After years of study and
environmental approvals, a final permit was issued
this year. Similar processes have been followed in
Finland and Sweden.

Fukushima's water was a golden opportunity for
Japan to not only match those successes but to set a new
global model for addressing the difficulty of nuclear
waste disposal with transparency and inclusion. Lrstead,
the decision was essentially made by the government,
announced and then vigorously defended.

All of this might have been fine except that Tepco
and the Japanese government suffer from a severe
trust deficit on Fukushima. During the 2011 disasteii
they repeatedly minimized the risks, withheld crucial
information on threats to public safety and even
resisted using the term "core meltdown," even though
that is what occurred. Separate investigations by an:
official Japanese commission, the IAEA and other
entities put much of the blame on poor regulatoiy
oversight and a lack of preparedness despite Japan's
history of earthquakes and tsunamis.

Yet the mistrust remains.
Tepco said for years that its purification system

would reduce 62 radionuclides to safe or non-detectable
levels, and that only traces of tritium, a radioactive form
of hydrogen, and two other isotopes would remain.
But it emerged in 2018 that 70 percent of the tanks
also contained levels of other radioactive substances
that were higher than legal limits. After the ocean
release decision was made, an IAEA advisory task
force identified a number of problems with the plan.
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most o£ which were reportedly resolved
later or deemed insufficient to force
reconsideration.

Countries like South Korea, China
and some Pacific Island nations have
been particularly critical, with Seoul
complaining of a lack of consultation
by Tokyo. Following recent Japanese
diplomatic efforts. South Korea and
Micronesia have lifted their opposition.
China, however, has redoubled its
criticism, accusing Japan of treating
the ocean like a "private sewer." The
Pacific Islands Forum, which represents
18 nations - some of which are acutely
aware of the legacy of American nuclear
testing - remains opposed.
At this stage, it. looks unlikely that

Japan will change course. The country's
bureaucratic and .corporate culture is
notoriously complex and slow-moving,
^d major decisions like diis are nearly
impossible to reverse.
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But it's not top late to improve on
public trust. Japan has invited the
IAEA to help monitor the release, and
this is welcome. But many Japanese,
accustomed to obfuscation and a lack
of transparency on Fukushima, simply
no longer trust offici^ assurances. Only
a truly independent, international and
participatory monitoring regime - with
the close involvement of those most
likely to be affected - will be sufficient
to make sure that the release of the water
is being done safely and responsibly.

With that, a bad precedent could be
transformed into a globally admired one.

*  * *

Azby Brown is an author, an expert
on Japanese design and architecture and
the lead researcher for the environmental
monitoring organization Safecast.- He has
lived in Japan since 1985 and has written
extensively on the impact of the Fukushima
disaster.
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Water samples
after Fukushima
release within safe
limits — operatorTokyo, japan (AFP) - samples

of seawater taken following the
release of wastewater from Japan's
crippled Fukushima nuclear reactor

showed radioactivity levels well within safe
limits, according to data provided Friday by
operator TEPCO.

"We confirmed that the analyzed value
is equal to the calculated concentration and
that the analyzed value is below 1,500 bq/L,"
TEPCO spokesman Keisuke Matsuo said a
day after the release began, referring to bec-
querels per liter, a measure of radioactivity.
The national safety standard is 60,000 bq/1.

TEPCO took what it called rapid tests on
Thursday afternoon after the release in
to the Pacific Ocean began. TEPCO called a
news conference for 4:00 pm (0700 GMT).

Japan's environment ministry also said
it had collected seawater samples from 11
different locations on Friday, results of
which would be released on Sunday.

The Fisheries Agency also pulled a '
flounder and a Gurnard fish early Friday
from designated sampling spots near the
pipe that released the Fukushima water.

"We will start seeing water quality data
from the samples that were collected yes
terday afternoon," said Trade and Industry
Minister Yasutoshi Nishimura, who is in
charge of nuclear policies.

"By publishing those data every day in

Mpsmmzmix

mttmax

a highly transparent fashion, we will dem
onstrate our actions based on scientific evi
dence, '' he told a regular briefing.

TEPCO says that the water — more than
500 Olympic pools' worth — from cooling
the remains of three reactors has been fil
tered of all radioactive elements except for
tritium and is safe. , ^

This is backed by the International
Atomic Energy Agency, which said on
Thursday that samples taken from the first
batch of diluted water prepared for dis
charge showed that tritium levels were well
within safe limits.

'' IAEA experts are there on the ground to
serve as the eyes of the international com
munity and ensure that the discharge is be
ing carried out as planned consistent with
IAEA safety standards," said the chief of
the UN body, Rafael Grossi, in a statement.

But the move infuriated China, which
says the action contaminates the ocean and
widened a ban on aquatic produce in place
for 10 Japanese prefectures to cover the
whole country.

Nishimura on Friday echoed Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida in urging China,
Japan's biggest market for seafood, to re
verse the ban. 1

"The Japanese government...will
strongly demand baseless regulations to be
immediately terminated," Nishimura said

Japan's Prime
Minister
Fumio Kishidg
speaks to
reporters
aboutALPs-
treated water
from the
Fukushima
DaiichI
Nuclear
Power Plant
at the prime
minister's
office on
August 24,
2023. (Photo i
by JiJi PRESS - !
/AFP)/JAPAN :
OUT
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Writing finis
to Makati-Taguig row
Last June 26, the Supreme Court's Sp^al Third Division

denied the Gty of Ma^ti's second omnibus motion, which
among others, sought the Court's leave or approval to file
and admit its second motion for reconsideration.

A second motion for reconsideration is generally prohib
ited under die Rules of Court, the SC said.

Basically, ihc Ciiy of Makati is once again asking the High
Court to reconsider its Dec. 1, 2021 ruling which declared
certain areas of Makati as being part of the territory of the
City of Taguig.
I iir>r\f~Ki In the same resolution, the High Tri-HIDL/tN bunal also noted without action the Gty
AGENDA of Tagulg's manifestation with motion,

which prayed that the Gty of Makati

should be the subject of a writ of execution before the trial court of
• origin. And when thb wiithas been implanented by the Department

MARY ANN
LL. REYES

and its mayor be required to show cause
why they should not be sanctioned for
maldng certain daims in relation to the
present case.

On Dec. 1,2021, the SC's Third Divi
sion denied the Gty of Makati's petition

■ for review on certiorari and reinstated-
with modification the July 8, 2011 ded-
-sion.of the Pasig Regional-Trial Court

j  that awardedjiirisdiction to Taguig over
the FortBoniiado Military Reservation,the FortBonifado Military Reservation,

induding 10 barangays, that formed part of Makati.
Then 6n SepL 28, 2022, the Court denied with finality

Makati's omnmus motion seeking reconsideration of the •
Dec. 1,2021 decision and to refer the case to the SC en banc.

Here, ^e SC emphasized that the Court en banc is not an
appellate'court to which dedsions of resolutions'of a division
may be appeded. In the same resolution, it directed that no
further pleadings will be entertained and that an enhy of
iud^entbe issued immediately.

There should however be no confusion on the difference
between the SC dedsion being ^al and executory and the '
actual transfer of jurisdiction to Taguig.

In a reply to a doannent dated Aug. 14 signed by Makati RTC
Branch 64 executive judge Gina Bibat-Palamos, SC administra
tor Raul VLUanueva said as an Initial assessment the SC dedsion

for the transfer of jurisdiction from Makati to Ta^g.
But the local government of Taguig is insisting that it does

not need to obtain such a writ to exerdse jurisdiction over the 10
barangays that were formerly part of Makati since the SC ded
sion clearly provides that it is final and executory cind therefore,
the requirement from theSCs Office of the Court Administrator
(OCA; does not have the force of law and does not bind Taguig.

It said that the supposed initial assessrhent from the OCA,
which is an initi al assessment, is not only a non-binding opinion
but more importantly beyond the OCA's legal authority.

Makati's refusal to hand over jurisdiction to Taguig has
reminded some observers of the 1989 en banc dedsion of Ae
SC that ordered Quezon province to perpetually refrain from
exercising all acts of jurisdiction or poutical authority over the
disputed territory covering nine barangays as it ordered Quezon
to relinquish the same to Camarines Norle.

In 2001, the twoprovinces went back to the legal battle by filing
two different petitions but the SC said that it was an attempt to
relitigate die same issues and it was imperative for the Court to
writefittis to these cases. But the SC said tnat "every litigation must
come to an end; otherwise, it would become even more intolerable
than the wrong and injustice it is designed to correct" •

Meanwhile, in the Makati-Taguig row, while the SC has said
it would no longer accept any pleadings, motions, letters or any
type of communication regarding the case because an entry of
judgment has already been made, Makati still sought to file a
second MR which fortunately, the SC denied.

And now, the issue regarding the absence of a writ of execu
tion is delaying the transfer further.

Hopefully, me SC can clarify this matter. The OCA's letter
has umortunately muddled the issue even more.

Legislative immunity
It was French author Voltaire who first coined the phrase

"with great power comes great responsibility."
- However, many would remember these words as the advice

given by Uncle Den to the young Peter Parker, aka Spider Man.
The 1987 Constitutionprovides that a senator or member of

the House of Representatives shalL in all offenses punishable
by not more than six years' imprisonment, be privileged from
arrest while Congress is in session, and no member shall be
questioned nor be held liable in any other place for any speech
or debate Ln the Congress or in any committee thereof. iWt is

legislative or parliamentary immunity.
Unfortunately, this has become a much abused privilege.

When Congress defames, you cannot sue "in an age when
political lies are being weaponized to increasing effect," one
writer for the New York Times pointed out

One of the biggest, if not the largest, poultry operator in
the Visayas and Mindanao is accusing a member of Congress
of using this privilege for personal gain.

Just recently, Leyte Rep. Richard Gomez has filed a
resolution calling for the investigation of DBSN Farms and
Amventures Corp. vvhidi operates a chicken breeder fanr
inPalompon, Leyte due to environmental violations, particu
larlv for polluting a watershed with die farm's dead thicker
ana chicken dung, DBSN also has a chicken dressing plan
in Albuera, Leyte.

Gomez daims that a House investigation found out tha
the breeder farm has been burying its solid wastes in a dump
site "illegally excavated" in Barangay' San Joaquin.

The Leyte solon based his accusation on a certification
by the Provindal Environment and Natural Resources Of
fice (PENRO) which states that it has no existing records for
aiw penhit applied for or application submitted by DBSN/
DBSN Breeder Farm relative to any quarry operations in San
Joaquin, Palompon, Leyte.

But DBSN Farms' lawyer Axnel Victor Valena emphasized
that no -violation has been committed since the company is
not engaged in quarrying. Since it is not into quarrying, tnen
there is not need for it to apply for a permit, he said.

As to the claim that DBSN s dumpsite is inside the pro
tected Palompon Watershed and Forest Reserve, Valena
added that this is also false since there is no such dumpsite.

Palompon Mayor Ramon Onate, who owns DBSN Farm,
earlier said that Gomez's actions are politically motivated
since Onate supported Gomez's opponent, former Comdec
commissioner Gregorio Larrazabd.

Me also welcomed the filing of a case in court by Gomez
over alleged environmental violatioris by the company, say
ing that the courts are the proper venue to hear his complaints
and to decide upon them.

Onate stressed that in the courts, he and Gomez stand on
even ground where the latter cannot hide under the dress of
congressional iinmunity.

Meanwhile, Gomez has denied accusations that the inves
tigation on DBSN is politically motivated.

For comments, e-mail at mreya'^hilstarmedia.com
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The flowers of Dangwa and the
racehorses of San Lazaro

QIZKROMDAlfiEZ-VAtroSSocial media tells me that
Chdstmas decors are already ^
being sold at mails and estab-
Ushments like Dapitan Arcade

n Qjiezon City. I remember Dapitan
«nen It conalated of xnakeaYiift stalls

the streets, v^ere overrun ^ctoiy
tema and quality control rejects were
lumped. I accidentally discovered
this area after attending the races at •
uie San Lazaro Hippodrome where I RUDVTO RAGE The San lazaro Hippodrome (Photo US National Archives vta Johi Tewell)

iThe flowers of Dangwa and the
racehorses of San Lazaro i^b-8
been another deterrent against the '
rampant demolition of built heritage
structures in the country.

• The AIA dig yielded some finds
consistent with the various uses

prior and during the hippodrome's
existence. There were a few medi
cine bottles and syringes, indicative
of the time during the liberation of
Manila when the hippodrome and

used to go with friends who owned
racehohes to watch the races on the
weekends over 20 years ago.

The San Lazaro Hippodrome in
Santa Cruz, Manila was owned and
run by the Manila Jockey Club, one
of the oldest racing clubs in the Asia-
Pacific. It was established in 1867 by
Governor General Jose de la Gandara y
Navarre exclusively for the Spanish-
Filipino mestizos or the time. Accord
ing to Jenny Ortuoste In her paper,
"Down the Stretch: Memories of San
Lazaro Hippodrome," it was at first
just a soci^ club where no betting
was allowed between the iS6Ds and
the 1670s and membership was very
exclusive. Held April or May every
year were "fun races, racing Philip
pine ponies on a quarter-mile (400
meters) straight course from San
type of landscape that existed dur
ing a period in Santa Cruz's history,
Manila is described as a "region
that lies along the flat alluvial lands
extending from the mouth of the
Paslg River in the west to the higher
rugged lands of the Marlkina Valley
in the east"

On Laong Laan, just before it
crosses Dapitan Street, there is an
other spot I had grown to know and

Sd^astian Church to Quiapo Church,"
in which only members of the club
participated. Later, it moved its op
erations to Sta Mesa beside the Pasig
Rii^r and then found its way to San
Lazaro, which later became known as
the San Lazaro Hippodrome.

In 2005, the Manila Jockey Club
moved to the San Lazaro Leisure Paik
in Carmona, Cavite. SM San Lazaro
mall now stands where the old San
Lazaro race track used to be. Af^ the
races in San Lazaro Hippodrome (and
this was in the 1990s), 1 would go
home to my parents' home at La Vista
in Quezon Qty via Laon Laang Road
and that was how 1 discovered Dapitan.

I remember visiting my colleagues
as they conducted the Archaeological
Impact Assessment (AIA) dig at the
old San Lazaro Hippo^ome In prepa
ration for the construction of the SM
San Lazaro MalL At that time, the law
made an AIA mandatoty before Ids
issuance of anEnvironment Clearance
Certificate (Ecc). An ECC is needed

TJsrtifeTSHifSBcnsirirsnBwcnycs
gin. Unfartunacely, this requirement
was scrapped by former Piesident
Gloria Macapagd Anoyo
during her admlnlstia- B-7^

siCCKEV li F

ts main building were used as a
general hospital by the US army in
1945. There were also a few Chinese
tradeware sherds consistent with
literature mentioning Santa Cruz
as a bustling commercial center
even during the Spanish period. Its
esteros used to ferry goods to and ^
from Manila Bay. The number of '
shells, both estuarine/mangrove and
marine varieties, also indicate the

Dangwa is said to have gotten its name from an old bus transit line called
Dangwa Tranco Terminal, which would ply the Baguio-Manila route ferrying

flowers harvested from the Cordilleras in the 1950s.

tion. The AIA would have

Road, is said to have gotten iti
name from an old bus transit line
called Dangwa Tranco Terminal,
which would ply the Baguio-
Manila route-ferrying flowers
harvested from the Cordilleras
In the 1930s. It was one of three
places where city folks would get
their flowers, the other two being
Quiapo and Baclaran. According
to reports, Dangwa grew in popu-

CIASSIC ARCHlHCTliRC The Manila Jockey Club Art Deco fagade as designed by Juan Kakpll
RACING FOR AIL A new grandstand and l.TOO-meter track vras buHf
In 1912 by the Manila Jockey Cloh
(Photo TheMeiimMagailnB)

love, especially during
the early days of my
marriage when every
thing was so new and
I was still gung-ho
about DIY tablescapes
I would put together
from scratch for when
[ would entertain at
home. It is called the
Bulaklakan ngMayni-
la (fresh fiower mar-
ket), popularly known
as Dangwa, in Sam-
paloc, Manila-

DangwO) which
is on Dimasalang

larity since it became the source
of flowers for Malacanang Palace
during the Marcos years. Sinc^
then, it has become the go-to place
for flowers, with the volume anp
variety of flowers, from places aS
far as Davao and even from abroad}
at cheap prices. Although I discoys
ered it in my 20s, I only began to
rely on It for my flower needs as a
wife and mother in ray early 30s.
still do, but now, being a little bit
wiser, I just send my staff to go to
our suki. You can also now rely on
a courier service if you want youf
flower without having to brave the
traffic in Sampaloc. .«
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UNrlpdrt: Tap wasfe
'energy

WASTEWATER is a growing, health and R^ing nitrogen, phosphorus and pptas^
most iiiuch piana-wirihijr^ fetiaisstpflis ^ependience on ^thejic fertilize^ offish]
as ^e aviation industry. Yet with the right 13.4 percent of the ^obal a^culturaj
poiidesr Wistcwater could provide altenia-. putnent demand. Proper management o(

en^ to half a hlliiop peoplje, supply wastewater aiiK) has the potential to inigat^
over 10 t^es the Water provided by am-ent around 40 million hectares — an area equal
global d^ination capadty and 0^^ over -to^ost the size of Paraguay.
10 percent of global fertilizer use These . ' -
findings appear in.an analysis pitblished^^^ Indystey
the UN Environment Program (UNEP
GRID-Aiendal with the Glob^ Wa^ewater Ihefollov^additibnid resources can bere-
Initiatiye (GWWI). , ^ covered fiom w^ewatcr and benefit va^

• The report, ^Wastew^ter. laming prdh- ipdustries: raw material for produdng paper^
lem to solutiom^ got^npepts and , polymers, p^dd^nibbei;painvb^
businesses to ^at wais^ter as a dj^Iar fdod preservatives and fl^rs, fireproojlng
economy opppitiinity, i^er. t^ a prp)]H ? and wateiprppfing&brics, medical products,
lein to be disjposed oE Iheie are mtiltiple jewehy and packaging of food, hygiene and

reusing wastewater — indudlng iiw jbbs ' Iinpipving water management and r^^
and r^enue streuns. Additional advantag^^* a cdinplezchallenge. Yet countries woridwide
would rc^t from idludUjg (he vbliuhe of ha^e^adence to build on and scale up, and
Tvastcwater produced. solutionsmaybeadaptedfordiffierentscdo-}
rPOnl cflBll^gie to resoujrc^ v.. example^ of sucoi^fui wastewat^ maiiage-l

i  , >. , * ' m^nt froin both highr eind low-income'Tpd^, only llfpercemofdiewodd^lrea:^ countriesAindudingmtheC^ribb^<^
wastcwateriis reifi«d^d around half of the - ©jlombia, Dienmadg Egypt Gciinany, to
wprld's untxeatcd wasmwater «toll eut^^^ N^bia, Senegal Swwien^ Sirgapore
livexs, hikes aird seas. To safely frilfrll the ~theilS6Iomon>Islaiids andTunisia'. ' '• -
potential'^of wastewat^ ^ a i^frable ̂  nc^d to'keep the p^Sure uK^
source the^ieport calls ip ^lume prove sonie critical iinderi^frg ^^hditipnis

I of waatewateff'feing^pMii^ adiohs'^^^
reduce contaudnatidnl and^^^i^^ ' Hsm^ dfre^rpf^
water to ypniie die happj^we ' ^ "

Giobally; Vrastewa^fs^R^^^ jemngdata,imprm^(mpadtytoi^^
yetitiscun^y aUov«dinst^toc^^ add rUaiticallyJ^^ all
nate the eco^^sten^ Weirdy pp/'SaidLetidsi ^ ^ us as individuals and Institudoii^^
Cazv#o,prmdpdc6jm^^ vlhe Global WaiUevvatdImdath^(
and FteshWater dMNER'

I not let the Pp
r dowtl the drain: !
ise of wastdvater as ad' spunk^pf ^ ̂

watery eneigyandiinpQrtaiUriutrient&^ tai&plem^timd up eroibfo protect
The gtobal freshwater

- bathrboms ani^ toiiiti indds^^ Md^ ^'^^^^^^^^deadeisil^ ̂ d encourages
ap^illpM ̂ ^Uent sMi^^ter iudiuban> ^ partue^p ipTcaiing for the envkpiunent

and^jSpessiVemuUieB^« l^dbspiring^ inlo^^ and enabling>na?
ih tiPns and i^ples to improveihefr^quality;^3lfr^^l^^u]mand(^^ ^ ofltfe vdthcfutcom

1  llM^'theiidea^df potent greddtousi^ GRi30-Arcmdal is a nbtiprofit^
;;ga$j^ ppdd tal^°^^9<honsc^tid^|^^
-  tl^^ts fbr abo^t t.57 per^t ̂ It tpnsfom^ eni^onihehtsd data into inhp-1

fibb^^eSi^ns, ju^ ̂ ^o^^etlin^ sdedc^ased idforma|ipn pro^dS;
ijlm\i^ed%liie glp|>al ^ ^ Ptpvides ^adty^uiidh^.seiviees that
W  become a cn^ebetter enviroriincntal gpvernaucj. It

t thp tieatm^t — rabUgh tedian^'GRip-^toend^^
tppro^de'iilii^tyfe^^ tif^andcdherpartneraa]^^
pepplep^yfar.^tedudi^ A-cdpyofdie downloaded
good mad^^^^ of Wastewato tad ;alSp h^ h]^://wedots.im^4tj^han
support CGudfricd' eflfeits d) aclaptto tUdiS^ &,T|A22/4314^^^^^
change ^
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NbS for climate challenges, disaster management, etc.
To introduce nature-based solu

tions (NbS) to environmental
challenges, notably climate change
adaptation and mitigation, and disaster
risk reduction, figure out the following:
1) construction of dunes, marshes,
islands and reefe that protea coastal
communities against typhoons; 2)
forest management to reduce flooding
and purify water for downstream com
munities; and 3) restoring wetlands
to buffer local communities from
floodwateis or conserving mangrove
forests that provide nurseries for fish
and protea nearby homes against the
onslaught of strong winds and waves.

As succinctly described by the Inter
national Union for the Conservation
of Nature nature-based solutions are
"actions to protea, conserve restore
sustainably use and manage natural or
modified terrestrial, freshwater, coastal
and marine ecosystems which address
sociai, «cononiit» anU cnvtioiirjiaiuil

challenges eflktively and adaptively,
while simultaneously providing hu
man well-being, ecosystem sources,
resilience and biodiversity benefits." ;

To be more spedfiQ NbS is about
working with nature to solve environ
mental problems and provide actions
for issues and concerns about natural

,  .N AMBASSADORS'M CORNER
AMADOS.

TOLENTINdJR.
resources leading to benefits for both
human well-being and biodiveisify to
ensure food security. It relates to the pio-
tection ^ restoration or management
of natural ecosystems and wori^ on
land use as croplands or timberland^ or
the aealion of novel ecosystems in and
around cities. They ate activities that ate
underpinned by biodrveislty conserva
tion and are designed and usually imple
mented with the participation of local
communities and Indigenous peoples.

The solutions referred to make
use of protecting, restoring and sus
tainably managing ecosystems that
will increase their resiliency while
also safcguardinfc biodiversity anH
»n»pruvmg iiuinati wtjii-tnilng.

To illustrate, mangroves along
coastlines are for sustainable fisher
ies and provide protective natural
barriers against erosion and strong
typhoons. They fi lter water, provide
valuable timber and food resources
to coastal communities and can
store large amounts of carbon.

NbS is based on the notion that
vdien the ecosystem is healthy and well-
managed, essential benefits and services
to people are ensured such as reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, seciiringsafe
water use and likewise making air safe
and breathable Nature-based solutions
extend to building greenerdties by mak
ing use of sdendfie technological and
engineeting solutions that bring about
gteen spaces, green roofs, rain gaidens,
towering rooftop-trees that keep dties
cooler during summer.

For those involved with the attain
ment oftheUnited Nations'Sustainable
DevElopmentGoals(SDGs),itisacom-
mon thought that the ecosystem-based
approach for the SDGs is somehow
simile to the NbS as they refer to cli
mate change which is the main reason
for biodiveisity loss and degradation of
the environment and natural resources.

Thus, experts sny planting 1.2
million trees could imdo lo years of
climate change damage; renewable
energy use (solar, wind wave, hydro
electric, etc.) could counter negative
effects of greenhouse gases; protea-
ing and restoring coral reefe dissipate
wave eneigy and protea communities;
organic farming for nutrition-filled
food availability; sustainable fishing

to maintain marine diversity.
In the midst of the. attention to

NbS vis-a-vis climate challenges
and disaster management is Ramsar
Re^onal Centa-East Asia (RR&EA),
recognized by the Ramsar Convention
on Wetlands as a Ramsar regional
initiative Based in South Korea, the
centa saves as a regional platform for
international cooperation, networit-
ing, funding and capacity building,
and assists countries in East, Southeast
and South Asia in implementing the
1971 Convention on Wetlands.

With activities that relate to new
NbS available options in its agenda,
RRC-EA works directly vrith govern
ments, national, and international
nongovernment organizations, aca
demic institutions, business organiza
tions and Ramsar Sites, and wetland
managers and stakeholders for further
implementation of the Convention
oa Wetlands. It maintains cIo,w txior-

dination \vith the Ramsar Convention
Secretariat to ensure complemeiitarity
of its activities with national initia
tives and the Ramsar Strategic Plan
on NbS approach while adapting to
dimate diange protecting biodiversity,
strengthening 'economy and ensuring
protection of the health of people.




