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4. - by the DENR as "LOOPFOR- expecting citizens t~ segregate am 
ARD: L i  Opportunities and Part- manage it, or leaving the local govent 

;:.%* :ships Towards Circular through EPR." ment units acrass our more thq sew 
* 

Villar exhorted the people to unite in thousand islands to ham& ovenvhdLA 
upporting the EPR Act and in a d v w  ing plastic wsste," Villar said. 
ng a circular economy. She was the main author ctnd spon 

"This law offers a better approach to sor of the EPR Law or RepuMk Ac . ; 
m t e  m-& *arb/ No. 11898. 1%- 
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controversies over massive 

to sustain the cleanup and rehabilitation 
o f > ~ a n i l a * ~ a ~  pursuant to a Supreme CO& 
order, Qukzon City Rep. Marvin RiHo said 
on Sunday. 

ceiving another P1.4 billion in 2024. The 
addition to the P1.5 billion earmarited (fm 
operational plan) in this year's natidnal 
Rillo said. 

"We are all for the complete enviro 
toration of Manila Bay for the enjcvym 

them c~ljhble and safe for 
diving armd other forms of 

unQ the Supreme Court's 2008 man&mus. 4 
The DENR chief said the reclamattion poj& 

could upset the operations of existing and 51k 
ture sewage treatment plants (STPs) to be bui* 
arozlnd Manila Bay. . S 
'The STPs are meant to capture and claaa MeQ- 
ro Manila's wastewarn before they draiq inW 
thd bay. 1 
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Pamalakaya 
Despite the order of President 

erdinand "Bongbong" R. Marcos Jr. 
halt reclamation projects in Manila 

ay, fisherfolk group Pambansang 
akas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya 
g Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) on Sunday, 
ug. 13, claimed that dredging activi- 
es intended for reclamation contin- 
e in Cavite. 

In a statement, the group said 
tted vessels h a t  are engaged 

in dredging operations off the shores 
of Rosario, Noveleta; Tanza, and Naic 
in Cavite. 

"These dredging operations that 
complement various reclamation 
projects in Manila Bay are sup- 
posed to be covered by the sus- 
pension order from the President, " 
Pamalakaya Chairperson Fernando 
Hicap said. 

Cavite fisherfolk, according to 
Paxpalakaya, lose around 80 to 90 per- 
cent of daily income since dredging 

During a Malacaiiang media 
briefing on Aug. lo, Environment 
Sec, Maria Antonia "Toni" Yulo- 
Loyzaga clarified that all reclama- 
tion projects in Mahila Bay are sus- 
pended pending review. This was af- 
ter the chief executive claimed that 
me of the projects has already been ' 

reviewed. 
Loyzaga said a suspension order 

was already issued to temporarily 
stop Manila Bay reclamation projects. 
. Asked when the suspension order 

took effect, the DENR chief said 
"I have a copy of the suspensior 
so I think that the PRA (Philippinc 
Reclamation Authority) would alsc 
have a copy. As soon as the Presiden 
speaks, that would be in effect ..." 

Prior to the order of Marcos, vari- 
ous environmental groups have urgec 
the DENR to stop the reclamatior 
projects in Manila Bay, noting poten- 

' tial negative long-term and irrevers- 
ible impacts of the reclamation to thc 
environment. 

activities began two years ago. 
"We reiterate that unless an of- 

ficial Executive Order or a legis- 
lation banning reclamation is is- 
sued, President Marcos Jr's ver- 
bal declaration is toothless and 
holds little weight," the head of 
the group said. 

The Manila Bulletin has already 
sought the side of the Departmept of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR), but the agency has yet 
comment on the matter. 
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in Manila Bay, dredging activities islation banning reclamation is 
intended for reclamation con- issued, President Marcos Jr.'s ver- - tinue in Cavite. a fisherfolk arouD bal declaration is toothless and 

4 claimel holds little weight," said Hicap 
4 The Pambansang Lakas ng The Department of Environ- 
1 Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng ment  and  Natural Resources 

Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) reported (DENR) said all 22 reclamation 
4 seeing vessels that are dredging activities were suspended fol- 

off the shores of Rosario, Nov- lowing the presidential order on 
eleta, Tanza, and Naic in Cavite August 7. L.L 

4 on Sunday. T h e  declaration is really f& ' This is just four days after the all of these projects are sus- 
President's announcement sus- pended at tbiqpoint. So all are 
pending reclamation projects in under review. w e  have to take our, 

q the bay. time, really beginning with those " 
"These dredging operations that are ongoing because they're 

"hat complement various recla- in fact already impacting the 
6 mation projects in Manila Bay areas, and then we will graduate 

are supposed to be covered by to all those still not yet begun," 
the suspension order from the DENR Secretary Maria Antonia* 
President," said Fernando Hicap, Yulo-Loyzaga said during a pr ss, 
Pamalakaya national chairman. briefing on Thursday. & 

he dredging is carried out  The DENR did not identify the 
Philippine Reclamation suspended projects that had been 

Authority (PRA) and San Miguel granted Environmental Compli- 
, Corp. (SMC) as par t  of t h e  ance Certificates (ECCs). 

dump-and-fill operations of the Under Executive Order 74, 
Manila Waterfront Reclamation n o  reclamation project shall 
and the Bulacan Aerotropolis b e  approved by t h e  Phil ip- 
Project. p ine  Reclamation Authority 

i Hicap said that small fishers (PRA) wi thout  the  required 
' in Cavite have been losing 80 to Area Clearance and ECC to be 

90 percent of their daily income issued by the DENR. 
i- NINEJ!&@(& MIGUEL 

A 
, t 35 '+.&7r . 
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P H I L I P P I N E  D A I L Y  

INQUIRER 
REGIONS 

SOLDIER KILLED, 
9 WOUNDED IN 

BASILAN AMBUSH r 

INTO MANILA BAY PROJECTS 
STORY BY MARLON RAMOS 

Sen. JV Ejerdto urges the Senate blue ribbon committee to look into the reclamation projects approved by the local governments- 
on grounds that these could be midnight deals. 'AU stakeholders and agencies concerned have to be summoned,' he said. # 

I - - - .  - 
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cmDassy m Manila rasea con- 
cerns over the impact of these 
projects on the environment 
plus the involvement in the 
reclamation of a Chinese con- 
struction company that Wash- 
ington had blacklisted three 
years ago. 

According to Ejercito, indi- 
viduals behind the approval of 
questionable projects should be 
held liable for "destroying" one 
of the country's famous tourist 
spots. 

The senator often cycles 
to the Senate building, located 
along the coast of Manila Bay in 
Pasay City. 

"I used to enjoy the fresh air 
while riding my bike. Now, you 
will inhale sand (particles) be- 
cause of the reclamation proj- 
ects in Manila Bay," he lament- 
ed. 

Dredging activities 
In November last year, Sen 

isa Hontiwros filed a reso- 
ltion calling on the Senate to 
ivestigate reclamation activi- 
es nor just in Manila Bay, but 
i other to& communities as 
rell. 

International environmen- 

EU group uceana earlier sad 
there were 52 ongoing reclarna- 
tion projects across the country 
as of February. 

Adding to these concerns 
are reports by Cavite fisher- 
folk that seabed mining has 
continued in different parts of 
Manila Bay for dump and fill 
projects, despite Mr. Marcos' 
order suspending reclamation 
activities: 

Speaking to the Inquirer. 
Pamalakaya chair Fernando Hi- 
cap said they saw at least five 
dredging vessels off Rosario, 
Noveleta, Tanza and Naic in 
Cavite as of Sunday. 

, This was just four days af- 
ter the President directed the 
review of reclamation activities 
in the bay. 

Hicap said dredging activ- 
ities should be covered by the 
suspension orders since they 
complement ongoing reclama- 
tion projects. 

Twinevils' 
,. ,-The ;bay'% fishedo!k Q R ~ Q  
refer to rdanwkon and seabed 
~ * p . p ~  as tba awin 
evtis" of the bay, as both de-. 
htroy its corals and seabed. 

m January, me lnqulrer re- 
ported how the bay's fisherfolk, 
especially in Bataan province, 
were seeing less fish since the 
projects started, as the noise 
and dredged-up sediment have 
also driven away fish from usu- 
ally productive grounds. 

"It seems they are still con- 
tinuing mining the 'bay and ex- 
ploiting a convenient loophole . 
in Mr. Marcos' orders," Hicap 
said. "While'it's true that these 
are separate activities, dredg- 
ing can only happen if there are 
reclamation activities." 

He reiterated their call for 
Mr. Marcos to issue an official 
executive order, or to marshal 
Congress to pass a law that 
would declare Manila Bay and 
other fishing grounds in the 
country as reclamation- and 
mining-free zones. 

"Their effects on the bay 
and other ibhhg grounds 
across the country are already 
well-documented and fisher- 
folk are suffering for it," Hi- 
cag said. "Unless Mr. Marcos 
gfves weight to his declaration, 

rchtwwuspensbn ordas will, be 
toothless." -wen A aear- 
KRIXIA SUN-- INQ 
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ly, Department of Environment and Natural 
(DENR) Secretary Ma. Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, breakfast news forum last 

actions. But on the other side that used to fat 
lesser threats from storm surge or tsunami, 1 

yzaga agreed "there are many ways of doin 



DATE - 
I I ~ i g u 8 l  offers t 8 p  

1 P:m!-c~n and Pa panga r-ivers 
AN &ei Corp. president and chief executive . " 
o&r Ramon S. Aag offered an extensive cleanup 
of polluted river systems and waterways in and . 

around Bulacan 6 solve the province's perennial flood- ' 

An$ cgmmiW to irnpleunent the 
c l w p  using San Mipel's own murc- 
es at no cost tb the government and the 
people of Bulacan. 

Ang made the page-& Department 
of Epyimnment and Natural Reso- 
kaetary W a  Antdnia Yulo.Loy,aga 
in a recent meehag, where he presented 
the status of SMC'B massive sivq cleauup 
Wat ivb $big Rivm, Tuilah- 
an'%ver an4 Sau Juap River, 

The company b h y d y  spent some 
P3 billion to &silt and rcmoye solid 
wastes fiad the p0Uut.d waterways. Ang 
also optlined plans tp M y  shift its river 
rehabilitation &om to Bulacau in the 
cm@ months. 
San Migucl, which has multiple invest- 

ments in flulacan-including the,MRT-7 
project, the Bulacan B+ Water S e l y  
Wty end the biggest hevelopment in 

the country to dace P7.40-billion 
New Manila Intermtional Airport-has 
in recent years been a prime mover.and 
advocate for oleaniag up major river sys: 
tema in ~ e t r 6  Manila 
"Our Pasig River cleanup is almost 

complete. Afber about two years, we are 
nearing our target of 1.4 million tons of 
silt and waste removed. We have also 
starbA desilting and waste extraction 
activities at the Meyawyan, River and 
Maya@W@t@Riwa.lEisispnrtof 
our pIan to clean up rivers in the Bulakan- 
Obd~Meycweym-Mari1%0-B0~sue 
~ R i v e r S y s t e m , w h i c h i s c r i t G  
c a l t o a & j m s k g f l ~ ~ t h e  
sourhern part af Bdem," Ang aPid 

The h ' s  flood mitigath jmgmm 
fix Bulacan initially e e v d  rivem mu- 
roYlding the futun site of the New Me- 
nilohtemtionsl AirpoR However, p 

-. 

*the request of rocal government unit 
of Bulacan, San Miguel expanded th 
pmgram to other tributaries outside a 
the Marilao-MeycauaymObando Rive 
System. 

"It's very unfixtunate e v q  time ther 
is a typhoon, so many people h Bu!auu 
have to suffer. Flooding ha been a prob 
lem in tly province ever since. With th 
growth in population, the emergence a 
settlements and developments, and n~ 
extensive and sustained &art to elm 
up the rivers, the situation has only go1 
ten worse," Ang said. 

"But I am confident that with thi 
project to extensively clean up our river 
smd with the support of our provincia 
and local governments and the DENR 
we can si@cantly increase the cany 
ing capacity of our rivers and help solv 
0ooding once and for all," he added. 

Ang also addnsaed nkgati0~9 b: 
aqmc that the airport project ia the caus 
of floodin% in the provincel citing tha 
ilooding had rkeady been a maim prob 
lem, long before gov- a p p ~  
,tlk airport's oonsbrucflaa .in tke prov 
incc, just north of Metro MauiIa. 

-gramglydbutii lg& 
tbflooding. l3uhamBas many low* 
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R ulacan and Pampanga have been 
placed under a state of calamity, with 
22 towns in Bulacan and 16 in Pampan- 

of the Calumpit local government, which 
claimed that a sizeable part of its area 
would be eaten up by the project. The river 

ga still under heavy flooding from the MELITON B. JUANICO widening solution should also be extended 

I rains caused by Typhoons "Egay" and "Fal- to the widening of transportation channels 
con," and the southwest monsoon. Floods d J  . I coursing through the fishpond structures. 1 
with depths reaching seven feet have per- ejected by Mount Pinatubo in 1991, and the Fourth, water-impounding structures ! sisted for about two weeks and affected the garbage dymped into the rivers by resi- should be set up on the higher levels of 

I daily life of the residents. dents. The flooding is further exacerbated the river basins and watersheds for the 
In coming up with long-lasting solu- by the subsidence caused by the pumping purpose of stalling the onrush of water 1 dons to the flooding problem, there is a of groundwater by residents and fishpond that leads to flooding downstream. The 

need to employ the watershed land use owners in an already very level terrain. government plans to set up a zoo-hect- 
planning approach. This is an integrated Considering the above causes of flood- are water-retarding basin in the Candaba 
area approach that considers flood-prone ing, certain actions need to be given urgent Swamp above the Pampanga River, as well 
areas as parts of watersheds with uplands attention. First, intensified reforestation as a small water-impounding project in 
and lowlands, that have interconnected should be conducted in denuded parts of Cuyapo, Nueva Ecija. More of these proj- 

I ecological processes. The flood-prone areas the Sierra Madre mountains, especially ects should be set up on the hjgher eleva- ' 
we're concerned about are actually parts of those whose slopes are above 50 percent. tions of the river basin. 
the interconnected Pampanga and Bulacan Second, dredging should be extensively Fifth, the pumping of groundwater that 

'watersheds, drained mainly by the Pam- 
panga and Angat rivers. Public and private 
efforts so far are jointly focused on address- 
ing problems related to natural water flows. 

Aside from heavy rainfall caused by at- 
mospheric events, we can trace the causes of 
flooding, firstly, to the rampant denudation 
of forests in the Sierra Madre mountains. 
Trees absorb water and slow its movement 
to the lowland, while at the same time pre- 

done in the silted rivers, including parts of 
Manila Bay at the mouth of major rivers. 
An example of private sector participation 
in thii activity is the dredging being done 
in the silted Marilao-Meycauayan-Obando 
River System by San Miguel Corp. Third; 
river widening sh~uld  be done, and con- . 
Crete channels or canals in major rivers 
should be established. 

Actually, this was already done in the 

creates subsidence should be regulated. 
Incidentally. the saltwater intrusion that 
also results from this activity has already 
reduced the agriculwral areas as they are 
converted into fishponds. 

Lastly, there is a need for an intensi- 
fied information, education, and cornmu- 
nication campaign among stakeholders for 
the implementation of these projects that 
would benefit them in so many ways, in- 

venting soil erosion that could result in the Pampanga River by the Department of Pub- cluding the enhancement of their socioeco- 
silting of the river system. The silted rivers lic Works and Highways in the iggos under nomic development. 
in the coastal towns of Parnpangaand Bula- the first phase of its Pampanga Delta De- 
can easily experience overflowing of their velopment project.' The river channeling Meliton B. Juanico is a retired professor of 
banks, especially during abnormally high activity under the project's second phase geography at the College of Social Scienc- I rainfall events. The silting and resulting should have moved up around Calumpit es and Philosophy, University of the Pt$dip- 4 

I shallowing of the rivers are also traceable and moved down along the Labangan Riv- pines Diliman, and is a practicing liceqs's$ 
crr +La -rr..m..l-t:n- n C  - r h C - l l  - n A  1-k-r ar P..+ th;" x a r - e  h.r +ha o t w n n m  1r.hh.r ~ n \ r i r - n m s n t - l  -tenner 3bOrtaA I 
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No Bulacan airport 
reclamation 

regular inundation," San Mi- 
guel president and CEO Ra- 
mon Ang said, stressing that 
the project site consists of 
legitimately titled properties, 
which he had been slowly buy- 
ing over the past few years. 

Apart from flooding, he 
said that fish pond con- 
version and over-ex- 
traction of groundwater sh : v -i@ 

rmw in& valid land titles indicating 
its original status as land. Due 

mid the bues  surround- 
ing Manila Bay reclamation 
works, San M i e l  Corp. A larified that no redama- 

tion is involved in its New Ma- 
nila International Airport proj- 
ect in Bulacan, stressing it was 
redeveloping the exidng land 
that had been inundated by 

"The project site has exist- 

#m n B B B  f inf i 'bw BIZ CY1: 1.- --- .-. - - 

I in , tbe property ently prefps importing chid7 
I r&& It 'more bus- eps instead of patrqdzing.10- 

c e i t i ~ e  to ' ' l h d  cal ones, sacrificing b t e  f o ~  
subsidence." higher profit margins. 

"Instead of creating new Indeed, customers have 
land, we are redeveloping it noticed of late that the fried 
to its former state, emuring chicken this chaih serws- 
its productive and sustainable one of its flagship prbducts- 
use for the future," the billion- has become slightly drier and 
aire said. more bland. 

The land redevelopment Whatever the company': 
is being conducted by San reason is for pfeferring inter. 
Mfguel with international ex- national chicken suppliers, it! 
girts and partners, including staunchest rival continues tc 
global maritime services ex- buy from bcal chicken farm. 
p6rt Royal Boskalis. -n*arur ers to keep the high quality o 
JASPER c PUD its fried' chicken and its cus 

tomers happy. 
Imported vs I d  chicken So the question is: wil 

Here's a tale' of two rival this popular food chain re 
fast food chains. both of which spond positively to the popu 
are suc'cessful both here and lar clamor for it to return to it: 
overseas. One, in fact, is par- local chicken sources? Or wil 
titularly proud of its success the shortsi&ted profit motivc 
against lts r i d  that is doesn't prevail? Abangan! -DAXIM L LU 

hesitate to toot its own horn in cnr ~ N Q  . 
this front. 

' ~ u t  there's in issue that's 
facing one of these fast food . 
chains below the radar, and 
it's making the local suppliers 8 
Of thiS raw E-il US E ~ B u U @ i w b r ~ . ~ h  

Biz Buzz hears that one of Join oui~ikcommunity: 

these two fo6d chains =oar- lluuaY--w 
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A COALITION of communities, sectors 
and advocates of the Verde Island 
Passage (VIP) welcomed the decision 

of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to  
suspend all the ongoing land reclamation 
projects in the Manila Bay area pending the 
cumulative impact assessment by experts. 

Although long overdue, the groupcalled 
"Protect VIP" said the order highlights the 
fact that Manila Bay is highly vulnerable 
and needs protection against destructive 
development activities. 

In the same vein, Protect VIP said 
the president and the Department o f  
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
should also look into the vulnerabilities 
of the VIP. The DENR is expected to  lead 
the cumulative impact assessment of the 
land-reclamation projects in  Manila Bay. 

The group expressed concerns on the 
land reclamation activities tha t  form 
part  o f  the ongoin construction o f  
liquefied natural gas X NG) terminals and 
power plants in the region, particularly 
Batangas.The latter is bne of five provinces 
surrounding the Verde lsland Passage, a 
region described by scientists as the center 
of the center of shorefish btediversity., 

. The qroupplsb ?Id they hopcSVlrat 
the susp~sforon of Mc tan( retlamation' 
in Manila Bay was not merely because of 

geopolitical concerns raised by the ~ n i t c 8  
States but by a genuine concern to  protect 
the environment. Protect VIP added that 
the Chief Executive should also order the 
suspension of ongoing land reclamation 
activities in Batangas and other areas in  
theVIP, one of the most productive marine 
ecosystems in  the world. 

'We of course welcome the move of the 
government to protect, albeit belatedly, 
the environment of Manila Bay. It is only a 
matter of curiosityfor us i f  the motivation is 
environmental or geopolitical,"ProtectVIP 
Convenor and Catholic priest Rev. Fr. Edwin 
A. Gariguez was quoted in  a statement as 
saying."lf it isthe former, then the President 
should also older the DENR to  review the 
status of gas terminals around theVIP that 
i d v e  land reclamation, displacement of 
[fishermen] and surrounding communities 

-and destruction of marine habitats." 
"It isonlythen that wecan beconvinced 

that both the government and DENR are 
. sincere on its new stance on reclamation," 
Gariguez added. 

The group said theVerde Island Passage 
is at risk of hosting over 20 gas facilities, 
which host'communities and advocates 
are dpposing due to their impact on the 
environment, fisheries and the local 
economy. lonathan-1. Mayuga- 
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areas. Another is land subsidence caused 
by over-extraction and the depletion of 
ground water. In fact, that is one of the 
reasons why we invested in putting up the 
Bulacan Bulk Water System Project some 
years back-4 provide potable water to 
residents without having to resort to un- 
sustainable use of ground water," Ang 
said. 

"Degradation, siltation, and pollutiotl 
of our rivers are of course major causes of 
flooding. &cause of these, rivers become 
shallow and fheir flood carrying capacity 
is severeiy diminished, resulting in river 
overflow and floods. The proiiferation of 
fish ponds in coastal areas has also con- 
tributed to severe flooding in the prov- 
ince," he said. 

San Miguel has already started clean- 
ing up riven around the ihport project 
site as part of the overall design and long- 
term maintenance of the country's largest 
international gateway. ' 

These flood mitigation efforts are seen 
to also benefit towns near the airport. 

'We gre Qecply invested iB the future 
as well as tfiCl well-b-of Bulacan and 1 its residents. We would not pour in bib 
lions ih resources if we didn't consider I d l ,  possible dsh, including hooding 
in the province. As with any major un- 
drftahPe af @h magnitude, extensive 
m*crl m dbplt'cuda before**C- 
don $Wed. h d  even now, we cbntin- 

I ue to work with experts and to consis- 
I tently elhsure we adhere to the highest 
environmedtd and sooiaI standards and 
regulations," Ang said. 

Heavilysllted Fampaaga River 
Ang said heavily-fiood6.d areas during 

the last typhoon, particularly Calumpit. 
and Hagonoy, located far from the airport 

project, were affected by overflow 
' 

the heavily-silted Pampanga River aggra- 
vated by the release of water from some 
dams. 

San Miguel is already looking to extend 
its river de-silting and cleanup initiative 
beyond Bulacan's rivers, to other critical 
tributaries throughout Central Luzon. 

"With our experience in cleaning up 
'Mlahan and Pasig Rivers, the modem 
equipment we have invested in over the 
years, and the technical know-how of our 
personnel, I think we are more than ready 
to take on the challenge of expanding the 
efforts to the rest of Bulacan and also 
Pampanga," Ang added. 

Since 2020, the company has been un- 
dertaking major river cleanup programs 
at no cost to government, to help mitigate 
flooding in and around Metro Manila, 

Apart from its ongoing cleanup of 
the Pasig River, last year, San Miguel 
completed its P 1 -billion Tullahan river 
cleanup project. It extracted more than 
1.12 million metric tons of silt and solid 
wastes h m  the river. 

Ang said the conglomerate has cleaned 
up some 4.45 kilometers out of an initial 
13-kilometer target along the Taliptipl 
Maycapiz River and .the Meycauayan 
River. A total of 543,266 metric tons of 
sill aad solid waste have now been re- 
m o d .  

Meycauayan River, one of the tributar- 
ies in the MMORS, has been named as 
om of the world's top 10 tributaries that 
emit fhe highest share of plastics to the 
oceans. 

Others in the list are the Pasig River, 
TulEahan River, Pmpanga. River, Lib- 
manan river, Rio Grande de Mindanao 
and Amo rim. 
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&LVE WATE~WOES - BEFORE EL NINOWORSENS, HOUSE URGED 
By Jeannette I. Andrade forecasf! ta strengthen toward cubic meters-over half the 
@jiandradeINQ 

season next year. 
the end of year until the dry pacity of Angat Dam which sup- 

plies water to Metro Manila and 
Speaker Martin Romualdez on "The ongoing, delibera- nearby provinces. 
sunday vowed to lead the House tions of the House committee Tiie LWUA said that ther 
of Representatives in finding on appropriations, chaired by were at least l~ water d i s t r i c h  
solutions to the country's water Rep. Zaldy Co, is the perfect with NRW rates exceeding 21. 

woes, amid forecasts of a strong opportunity to explore .solu- percent, including at least 20 
El Niiio weather pattern over tions, including the rehabilita- water districts that have NRW 
the next six months. tion of wa* supply systems rates ranging f- 48 percent 

He said he expected House , and mocjernizing LWUA," Ro- to ;n percent - 
deliberations on the govern- niialdez said. The speak& further - 
ment's P5.768-trillion budget Martin Romualdez - P n o r o  Romualdez said he *f on ' sured W e  shalkdirect aU m a  
for 2024 to focus on solving FROM MARTIN ROMUAL~EZ FB PAGE A& 7 with LWUA chairperson gressmen to comtnit ,to ,the 

1 the problems of the Local Ronnie Ong, who sought the President's call to conserve 
Water Utilities Administra- lower chamber's assistance in water by closely working with ) t i m  ( L ~ u A ) .  which reported pine A,tmospheric, Geophysi- reducing, if not totally el&- ~ ~ ~ ~ a n d a d d r e s s i n ~ t h e w a s a  

f that nearly half of the coun- cal and Astronomical Services nating, the nearly' 30 percent dge of water in their respective 
try's 532 water districts were Administration reported an annual water system losses of water districts." 

IP wasting a third of their water increased likelihood of be- almost half of the 532 water dis- President Marcos empha- 
supply. low-normal rainfall because tricts in the country. sized efforts to attain water 

"Patching up this water sys- of El Niiio, which is expected Based on LWUA 'data the, security amid an impepding ,! tems losses deans more water to persist until the first guar- water districts, which s e m  ar- El Niiio event in his 24 
'' for all at a time when El Nhio ter of 2024. . eas outside Metro Manila, yield second State of the *tion 

remains a very serious threat to While the weather pattern an averaqe nonrevenue water Address and ordered kov- 
4 our daily convenience and food is still weak and the southwest (NRW) rate of 29.34 percent, ernment offices to enforce 

production," the Speaker said. monsbon is expected to bring which translates to an annual national water conservation 
t Two weeks ago, the Philip- increased rainfall, El Nifio is water loss of some,488 million measures. rNa 
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BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA "While we welcome the NCIP's decision, 'We are pleased with the decision of the 1 
Y @jonlmayuga we bglieve that the immediate implementa- KIP-MimaropaOffice.TheC~Oisavi~tory / 

tion of the CDO is very critical to address for the IPS of Palawan and the individuals ! 

HE National Commission on Indig- the IPS' displacement and the deforestation and groups bravely resisting the illegal op- ' 
enous People (NCIP) has -issued a of their ancestral domain covered by mining erations of theminingcompanies. The order i 

operations. Since 2017, thousands of trees further strengthens OUT resolve to continue I ) 

have been cut inside their sacred grounds our fight against miningand to standfirinin 
and watersheds. The continuing threat to our,conyictions," said Victor Colili, a Coun- 
the IPs'livelihood, culture, and foodsecurity cilor of Brooke's Point, Palawan, and among 

AccordingtotheNCIP, theminingcompa- needs to be addressed." the leaders opposing mining operations. 
' 

- 

grant of FPIC by the concerned in- 
nous cultural community (ICC) or IP 

The order dated August 11, 2023, and 

ional director in Mimaropa, cited an en 

They were given 5 days to comply with 
ecease-and-desist order upon notification. 

Alayansa Tigil Mina (ATM), an anti- 
composed of mining-affected 
and environmental advocates 

andhailed the NCIP's Mi- j 

environment and livelihoods can be 

Center (ELAC) underscored the need . 
lement the order "to prevent further 

ge to people and the environment." 
- - 
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tlANGROVES are o h  mkmuhkd  
n d u m k a v a l u e d ~ h d  
ores& are sometimes pmeived as ''dkty" 
r "dead &," a lmdteW that could be 
leared in favor of sandy beaches, swanky 
esorts or o t k  d e v e l ~ .  
These myths about mangrovks could 

lot be farther from the truth. They are the 
lnly trees that thrive in salty waters and 
mprove water quality by filtering out nu- 

of our ocean, cossts and the biodiversity 
that they supporf but for the wellbeing 
of hmam," mid Leticia Carvalho, head 
of Marine a d  Freshwater it the U M  I 
Nations Ellvhmment Program (UNEP). 
'We also need to protect and Festore our 
nmgma as they are an important habi- . 
tat and source of food supplies famany 
iidigenous peoples and local mrmhliuities 
ammi the globe," she added. 

To meet the global climate targets, the 
world utgen'tly needs to reduce emissions 1 

rients and sediments. and remove carbon from the atmosphere. 1 
They are also teeming with life: more Mangroves are critical in this second I 

han 1,500 plant and animal species de task. They extract up to five times more 
lend on mangroves. This includes fish carbon than forests on land, incorporat- 
nd bipb who use the shallow waters ing it in their leaves, branches, roots and 
eneath mangrove trees as nurseiies. Re- the sediments beneath them. The salty 
earch now indicates that mangroves are and oxygen-poor conditions beneath 
1so critical for larger mammals, such as mangrove forests mean that decompo- 
nonkeys, sloths, tigers, hyenas and Af?i- sition of organic material happens very 
an wild dogs. slowly. In the right environmental con- 

Protecting mangroves and restoring ditions, mangroves can store the carbon 
lamaged ones also helps combat climate they took from the atmosphere for de- 
hange fhrough carbon sequestration as cades, centuries, or even millennia. 
hey are some of the most carbon-rich Extreme weather and disasters 
cosystems on the planet, sioring on av- Not only do mangroves help prevent the 
rage 1,000 tons of carbon per hectare in grogression of chute change, they also play 1 
heir biomass and underlying soils. anhpmtantroleinlimitmgitsimpact 

But mangroves are threatened. World- As global tern- rise, extreme , 

ride, a W of them have already disap- weather events like storms and flood suq- 
teared. The main driver of mangrove es are becoming more kqmt and severe. 
oss is coastal development, when man- The ttunks of mangroves absorb the im- 
rove forests are cleared to make way for pact of wavesi making them  at^ excellent 
buildings and fish or shrimp farms. h n t  line of d e w  that helps to protect 

"Mangroves are a remarkably diverse higher ground. Restoring and protecting - - 

nd important ecosystem that works in manpves and valuing their role as a na- 
andem with other marine ecosystems in- ture based-solution improves resilience of 
luding seagrass beds and coral ree& all of coastal communities and national econo- , 

tbe health mies. UNEP N 

To celebrate Workl Mangrpve Day on lune 26, the Department #r)vlrqnment mc 
Natural Resou~es-blabamn Conservation and Dedopment Divlsiorr recent@ 

~rganized a mangrove tree plantlng activy 8t br~lgrytblhay, Cabtagan, Eetanga 


