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Earth scorches 
for - 3rd straight . L  J' 

I Manila heat 

I index hits 3 7OC 
MAINE - Earth's *aver- 

age temperature remained 
at a record high Wednes- 
day, after two days in 
which the planet reached 
unofficial records. It's the 
latest marker in a series 
of climate-change-driven 
extremes. 

The average global tem- 
erature was 17.18 Celsius 
62.9 degrees Fahrenheit), ac- P 

cording to the University of 
Maine's Climate Reandymi, 
a tool that uses satellite data 
and c~mputer simulations to 
measure the world's condi- 
tion. That matched a record set 
Tuesda of 17.18 Celsius (62.9 
F h  rK eit), and came after a 
previous record of 17.01 Cel- 
sius (62.6 degrees F-eit) 
was set Mondav 

I 
in Metro Ma- 

lila, the Philippine Atrno- 
;pheric, Geophysical and As- 
:ronomi=$ Services Admin- 
Istration*(PAGASA) recorded 
the hottest day so far for the 
month of July also on Wednes- 
day. 

PAGASA said that a swel- 
tering 37.0 degrees Celsius 
was recorded at Port Area in 
Manila. This is just 0.5 degrees 
lower than the highest re- 
corded temperatures in Metro 
Manila for July 

For this year, the hottest re- 
corded so far in the Phili pines d was recorded in Isu, E ague 
in Isabela when temperatures 
reached 39.0 ,degrees Celsius 
last May 7. 

Scientists h a v ~  warned for 
months that 2623 could see 
record heat as human-caused 
climate change, driven largely 
by the burning of fossil fuels 
l i i  coal, natural gas and oil 
warmed the atmosphere. T h e  , 
also noted that La Nifia, the - Turn to Page 6 
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Earth scorches From 

latural cooling of the ocean that had 
rcted as a counter to that warming, 
was giving way to El Niiio, the re- 
rerse phenomenon marked by warm- 
ng oceans. The North Atlantic has 
;een record warmth this year. 

"A record like this is another piece 
)f evidence for the now massively 
;upported pro osition that lobal 
warming isBusRing us into a 8, otter 
uture," sai Stanford University cli- 
nate scientist Chris Field, who was 
lot part of the calculations. 

University of Maine climate scien- 
ist Sean Birkle, creator of the Climate 
teanalyzer, said the daily figures 
ue unofficial but a useful snapshot 
>f what's happening in a warming 
world. 

While the figures are not an official 
govenunent record, "this is showing 
IS an dication of where we are right 
low," said National Oceanic and 
4trnospheric Administration chief 

seentist Sarah'Kapnick. And NOAA 
indicated it will take the figiires into 
consideration for its official record 
calculations. 

Even though the dataset used for 
the unofficial record oes back only 
to 1979, Kapnick said &at given other 
data, the world is likely seeing the 
hottest day in "several hundred years 
that we've experienced." 

Scientists generally use much 
longer measurements - months, 
years, decades - to track the Earth's 
warming. 

But the daily hi hs are an indica- 
tion that climate & a g e  is reaching 
uncharted territory. Some parts of the 
world saw extraordinary heat waves. 

High-temperature records were 
surpassed this week in Quebec and 
'Peru. Beijing reported nine straight 
days last week when the tempera- 
ture exceeded 35 degrees Celsius (95 
degrees Fahrenheit), and ordered a 

stop to all outdoor work Wednesda: 
as more high temperatures were fore 
cast to pass 40 degrees Celsius (10 
degrees Fahrenheit). 

That included communities tha 
aren't used to feeling such heat. 11 
North Grenville, Ontario, the tit)- 
turned ice hockey rinks into cooling 
centers as temperatures Wednesday 
hit 32 degrees Celsius (90 degrees 
Fahrenheit), with humidity making 
it making it feel like 38 degrees (100 
degrees Fahrenheit). 

"I feel like we live in a tropical 
country right now," city spokes- 
woman Jill Sturdy said. "It just kind 
of hits you. The air is so thick." 

On Wednesday, 38 million Arneri- 
cans were under some kind of heat 
alert, Kapnick said. 

Cities across the US from Medford, 
Oregon to Tampa, Florida have been 
'hovering at all-time highs, said Zack 
Taylor, a meteorologist with the Na- 
tional Weather Service. 

But according to data from the 
Climate Reanalyzer, many of the larg- 

est temperature anomalies +is week 
were seen over the world's.oceans, 
especially the Antarctic Ocean. 

"Temperatures have been unusual 
over the ocean and es ecially around 
the Antarctic this wee[ because wind 
fronts over the Southern Ocean are 
strong pushing warm air dee er B south," said Raghu Murtugu de, 
professor of atmospheric, oceanic 
and earth system science at the 
University of Maryland and visit- 
ing faculty at the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Bombay. 

Murtugudde saia h t . d e a t  . . 

heat," he said. 
and they are now 

Some places experienced unusu- 
dly cold weather for the time of year, 
includin so~thgast Austrqlia and !? much of ndia. 

With many laces seeing tempera- 
tures near 38 1 egrees' Celsius (100.40 

- 

degrees Fahrenheit), an average 
temperature record of 17.18 Celsius 
(62.9 degrees Fahrenheit) might not 
seem very hot. 

But Tuesday's global high was 
nearly a full degree Celsius (1.8 
degrees Fahrenheit) hi 
1979-2000 average, 
topped the 20th- and 19th-century 
averages. 

In Manila, PAGASA said that 
the Intertro ical Cchver ence Zone 

t f  (ITCZ) is a%eting Sou ern Mind- 
anao while the easter1ies.m affecting 
the eastern sections. of Visayas and 
Mindanao, 

The FCZ will bring scattered rain- 
showers over Zarnboanga eninsula P and the southern portion o Palawan. 

Easterlies and locabzed thunder- 
storms will bring isolated rainshow- 
ers over Metro Manila and the rest 
of the country. 

Days after announcing the onset 
of El Niiio, PAGASA warned of p s -  
sible flash floods or landslides during 
heavy rains. - Romina Cabrera, AFP 
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ntensifying 13 
EX&?r m T d y ,  PAGASA corBmed 

1e presence of "weak" El Niiio con- 
itions over the equatorial Pacific. 
lowever, the probabwty of an intensi- 
led event has increased. 

According to Solis, a weak El Niiio 
; comparable to a person having a 
)w-grade fever, a moderate El Niiio is 
imilar to having a moderate fever, and 
strong El Niiio is comparable to having 
convulsions." 

When an El Niiio is strong, the sea 
[arms up significantly, causing the 
ountry to experience warmer tem- 
eratures and less rainfall than it would 
uring a weak or moderate event, she 
xplained. This also means that the 
ffects of El Niiio on the country may 
s t  longer. 

Solis warned that the country may 
xperience a dry spell or drought due to 
Iwer rainfall forecast for the coming 
months. 

There is also an increasing possibil- 
ythat air temperatureswillbewarmer, 
~articularly next year, she said. 

'Habagat' may still 
bring some rains 

Solis said most of the country may 
till experience some rains from the 
outhwest monsoon, also known as the 
labagat, whichwill last until September. 

During this period, there are still 
ropical cyclones, other rain-bearing 
veather systems, and the habagat, 
vhich can be sometimes enhanced by 
yclones, she pointed out. 

Solis said there may still be lo to 14 
cyclones that may enter or form within 
he country's area of responsibility until 
he end of the yea-two to four in July, 
wo or three in August, two or three in 
;eptember, two or three inOctober, one 
br two in November, and one or two in 

&ember. 
She noted that although there are 

ropical cyclones that may not make 
andfall, some of them can intenSify 
he effects of habagat, whjch6g.y cause 
ains over the western pafts of the 
@Ountry. 

However, there are early manifes- 
ations of El Niiio conditions du g 
he habagat season, one of which is % e 
lecrease in the country's cyclone activ- 
tv. she added. I 1 

Only three tropical cyclones have 
affected the country so f a ~ t h i s  year. 
These are cyclones Amang, Betty, and 
Chedeng. 

I 
There has beenn~ lmpical cyclone 

rorded in the country so far this July, 
ut based 1 n PAGASA2s climatological . 
rord, tvn* to four typhoons may enter 
r form within the Philippine area of 
!sponsibility this month. 

Solis said the widespread effect 

I 05 El Niiio, manifested by drier and 
warmerd&m,maykmasearly. 
as October. I 

'Agri can overcome EI Miiiop 
Despite the El Nifiq, President 

area is confident the Philippines can 
ercome its effects on the cowtry's 

poultry, livestock, and aquaculture 
industries. 

"'The problem&tbl~hewater I think 
is solvable when it a@& to-in terms 
of the livestock Ang pahihirapan sa 
wps. Sa fisheries, U d i  gaano (Crops 
will have difficulty dealing with it. On 
fisheries, not so much effect), as you can 
imagine. Sa, I $hi& I'm confident when 
it comes tolkstockand the broilers, the 

e),"Marepsaidina 

t beli& Ohat if the 
government is able to fixthe system, the 
expected impacts of El Niiio, including 
food supply, will be handled well. (With 
a report from Betheena Unite) 




































