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SCissues writ
of kalikasan vs.
Sibuyan Is. firm

THE Supreme Court has issued a writ
of kalikasan against Altai Philippines
Mining Corporation (APMC), the De-
partment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), and the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) over con-
troversial nickel mining operations on
Sibuyan Island of Romblon province.
This followed a petition residents
- filed last February, said environmentalist
Rodne Galicha, Living Laudato Si execu-
tive director, who posted the high court’s
notice on his Twitter account on Sunday. -
According to the SC, it issued the writ
versus APMC, DENR, and MGB in a
resolution dated June 13.
Awrit of kalikasan is a legal remedy that
motectsthenghtomepmostoa “balanced
and healthful ecology in accord with the
rhythm: and harmony of nature,” pursuant
to Article II, Section 16 of the Philippine
Constitution. Rio N. Araja (See full story
online at manilastandard.net)
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Phivolcs: Heavy rain can

trigger Mayon lahar flow

o tibi Rocks, lava, ash that can fit in 350,000 dump trucks can be moved
down the volcano’s slopes by a downpour, says MGB exec

By Ma. April Mier-Manjares
@MaAprilMierINQ

LEGAZPI CITY—The restive
Mayon Volcano has so far emit-
ted an estimated 7 million cubic
meters of volcanic materials
that could be mobilized as lahar

during heavy rainfall, the Phil-

ippine Institute of Volcanolo-
gy and Seismology ' (Phivolcs)
-warned on Sunday.

Paul Karson Alanis, Phivolcs™
resident volcanologist in this
city, said the debris composed

of lava, rocks and ash were more

concentrated along the Bonga
gully in Legazpi City, Mi-isi gully
in Daraga town and Basud gully
in Sto. Domingo town.

Alanis said scattered ash
were also noted in other quad-
rants of the volcano. -

Jose Marcel Laud, chief sci-
ence research specialist of the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) in Bicol, said the about
350,000 dump trucks of de-
bris would still be considered
as loose materials and could
be easily carried down to the
slopes by the rainwater. «

“If we compare it to the pre-
vious eruptions, this is not yet
voluminous because most of
the emitted materials were lava
flow. But since other materials
were loose, it can possibly be
mobilized by rainwater com-
pared to the old depogits that

were also solidified,” Laud said
in a phone interview on Sunday.

He said threatened areas
were the villages at the foot
of the volcano in the towns of

' Camalig, Daraga and Sto. Do-

mingo, and Legazpi City.
Continuous emission

Phivolcs on Sunday remind-
ed the public that heavy rainfall
could generate channel-con-
fined lahar and sediment-laden
streamflows where the deposits
were emplaced.

Jaime Bordales Jr., weath-

_er specialist of the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and
. Astronomical Services Admin-

istration in Southern Luzon,
said the local thunderstorm
‘would trigger light to moderate
rains only in the province..

“In terms of intensity,
sometimes it's heavy but the
duration is not that significant,
usually maximum of two hours
Or sometimes 30 minutes to one
hour with lightnings and thun-
der,” Bordales said in a phone
interview on Sunday.

In the latest bulletin, Phi-
volcs said the “very slow effu-
sion” of lava advanced to 2.7 ki-
lometers in Mi-isi gully and 1.3
km in Bonga gully.

The collapsed debris have
deposited to about 4 km from the
summit crater of the volcano.

On ]une 30, Phivolcs re-

leased a notice of increased ac-
tivity in the volcano as pyroclas-
tic density currents (PDC) were
also noted in Basud gully in Sto.
Domingo, within 3-4 km from
the crater. Ashfall from the PDC
had been reported by residents
in Tabaco City on the same day.
“The other gullies might have
been full, so it was redirected to
[the] other gully,” Alanis said in a
phone interview on Sunday.

Preparation

. Tim Lawrence Florece,
Camalig’s municipal informa-
tion. officer, -said by phone on
Sunday that about 5,000 fam-
ilies from 21 villages near the
channels and flood-prone areas
would be affected in case of a
lahar flow.

Florece said they started
their information drive, re-
viewed the contingency plan
and alerted the barangay re-
sponse teams to prepare the
families who have yet to be
evacuated from these areas.

As of Sunday, go8 families
or 3,192 people were evacu-
ated from the villages of Sua,
Quirangay, Tumpa and Anoling,
areas inside the 6-km-radius

_permanent danger zone (PDZ)

of the volcano.

Joy Maravillas, head of the
municipal disaster risk reduction
and management office of Gui-
nobatan, said an additional 3,000

families would be evacuated
from the villages of Masarawag,
Muladbucad Grande, Muladbu-
cad Pequeno and Dona Tomasa if
lahar flow would persist.
Around 914 families (3,058
people) had been evacuated
from Guinobatan's villages of
Tandarora, Maninila and Mu-
ladbucad Grande, all near the
two big gullies of the volcano.
“We are already prepared,
and they were alreadv given

instructions, like if the volcano

erupts, they know the village
where to evacuate,” Maravillas
said in a private message on
Sunday.

In Sto. Domingo, the resi-
dents in villages of Lidong, San
Isidro, Fidel Surtida, Sta. Miseri-
cordia and San Fernando living
within the 7-km extended danger
zone were also threatened with
lahar flow. Some of these fami-
lies were brought to shelters on
June 12 but were sent home on
June 20 as Phivolcs only recom-
mended evacuation of residents
within the 6-km PDZ.

As' of Sunday afternoon,
5,749 families (20,082 people)
were evacuated from towns of
Daraga, Camalig, Guinobatan,
Malilipot, Sto. Domingo, and
the cities of Ligao and Tabaco.

The province had ordered
preemptive evacuation on June
9, a day after Phivolcs raised the
alert level 3 over the volcano. ma
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LIVING WITH A RESTIVE VOLCANO Llfe goesan fcr many Albayanos, ||ke thia famd]r and its friends who find tim! to hold a birthday &Iabraﬂon at aresort in Daraga town on June 23, against the
backdrop of a lava-spewing Mayon Volcano. —PHOTO CONTRISUTED BY ROSEMARIE LOMA
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By BELLA CARIASO

As lava flows and pyroclasic density
currents from the restive Mayon Volcano
in Albay continued, an official of the

Plﬁlippine-lnstitute ofVolcmol a.m:l
isnoneedyettowl thecurrentsix—

kilometer-radius permanent danger zone.

Mariton Bornas, chief of the Phivolcs
volcano monitoring and eruption prediction
division, said expanding the six-kilometer
permanent danger zone is still not an op-
tionasp astic density currents were still
within the zone.

“Based on our observation this morning,

a major portion of the lava dome at the cra-
ter collapsed and another lava dome rose,”
Bornas said.
She said Mayon'’s abnormal activity is
expected to continue for three months.
“There is still no sign showing Mayon's
abnormal activity will end sooner. We expect

lava flows to continue like what happened in -

2006. It will persist for months,” Bornas said.

She said state volcanologists have yet to
see any change in the overall monitoring

parameters,
“The recorded earthquake is still low as
well as the seismic -energy of the volcano.

' There has been no change smce Iune 15 and

the measuren

‘No need to widen
Mayon’s danger zone’

low,” Bornas said.

As of 8 a.m. yesterday, Phivolcs data
showed that lava flows had advanced to
2,700 meters and 1,300 meters along Mi-isi
and Bonga gullies, respectively.

“We are warning the public against enter-
ing the six-kilometer permarnent danger zone
as the direction of fie pyroclastic density
currents may change any time,” Bornas said.

She said that on Friday, the Phivolcs
team monitored major pyroclastic density
currents that included hot ashes, rocks and
volcanic gas flow.

A “very slow lava flow” is ongoing and
at'least 397 rockfall events were recorded in
the past 24 l'lot.n'sir Phivolcs said.

—~ With Cet Dematera
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‘Very slow’ Mayon lava
flow continues

By ELLALYN RUIZ

ava flow from Mayon Volcano
continued to cascade down
its slopes at a “very slow”
==l rate and has now reached a
length of up to 2.7 kilometers as of
yesterday, the Philippine Institute and
Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs)
said. -
From 5 a.m. last Saturday to 5
a.m. yesterday Phivolcs said the very
slow effusion of lava from the summit

feed lava flows and collapse debris on
the Mi-isi and Bonga gullies on the
southern and southeastern flanks,
respectively.

Lava flows measuring approxi-
mately 2,700 and 1,300 meters have
descended to the Mi-isi and Bonga
gullies, respectively.

Phivolcs said rockfall and pyroclas-

tic density current (PDC) occurrences
were also observed at the Mi-isi, Bon-
ga, and Basud gullies. Basud gully is on
the eastern portion of Mayon Volcano.

scended 4,000 meters from the crater,
- During the 24-hour monitoring of
Mayon Volcano, Phivolcs also recorded
two lava dome collapse-triggered PDCs
that lasted two minutes, 397 rock fall
events, and four volcanic earthquakes.
A significant amount of gas was
also constantly released from Mayon,
which caused its emission of steam-
laden plumes about 1,500 meters high
before dissipating to the southwest,
south-southwest, and northwest
Phivolcs noted that the conce;

crater of Mayon Volcano continued to

Phivolcs said volcanic debris has de-

“864 tons per day when it was last

measured on July 1.

Mayon Volcano is still under Alert
Level 3 as it is “currently in a relatively
high level of unrest as magma is at the

crater and hazardous eruptlon w1thm '

weeks or even days is possible.

Phivolcs strongly recom'mended
the evacuation of residents within the
six-kilometer permanent danger zone
due to the risk of PDCs, lava flows, rock
falls, and other volcanic hazards.

In addition, it advised communities
to maintain increased vigilance against

PDCs, lahars, and sediment-laden
stream flows along channels draining
the volcano edifice, as heavy rainfall
could cause channel-confined lahars
and sediment-laden stream flows.

Pilots were also asked to avoid
flying close to the volcano because
ash from a sudden eruption may pose
hazards to aircraft.

According to Phivolcs, communi-
ties on the southern side of Mayon
Volcano may most likely experience
ash fall events based on the current
wmd pattem

tions of sulfur dioxide (802) aver
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A young irl plays on the Manila Baywalk Dlomite Beach shoreline on Sunday, July 2, 2023. (Aol Quizo)

PLAY TIME
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ark Sultan Gersava was a peace de-

velopment worker from Mindanao

who decided to act on what he saw as

a critical challenge: transforming his
ordinary products to become environmen-
tally friendly to help ‘mitigate the effects of
climate change while empowering his local
community with sustainable and long-term
livelihoods. His enterprise, Bambuhay, pro-
duces bamboo straws and toothbrushes (o
replace plastic-based products.

To date, his ambition has brought a real
positive impact on 13,910 farmiers, providing
-them with an increased sustainable source of
income, and bringing 68 families out of pov-
erty. Their work has helped remove around
1,100 tonnes of plastics from the environ-
ment, and they have planted néarly 40,000
trees and bamboo. His products are whole-
heartedly welcomed by consumers and rec-
ognized by multinational companies, having
supplied bamboo straws for Coffee Bean and

| Tea Leaf in the Philippines.

"~ As we celebrated the United Nation’s
MSME Day last June 27 in recognition of the
tremendous contributions of micro, small,
and medium-sized enterprises (MSMES) to
the achievement of UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, Bambuhay’s story is a remark-
able example of how MSMEs can play a sig-
nificant role in transforming Asean toward a
circular economy and prepare the region for
a sustainable future.

The World Economic Forum reported
that by 2030, Asean is expected to see 140
million new consumers, representing a
16-percent global increase. Fortunately, a
remarkable change has unfolded in consum-
er behavior, heralding a careful reevaluation
of the consumption patterns that impact
their health and the environment. Demand
has shifted toward more sustainable prod-
ucts, which consumers were willing to pay
premium costs.

The COVID-1g pandemic triggered a
strong sense of community and preference

to suppert socially responsible enterprises,

evident from intensified coll_a_boration and

COMMENTARY

KAO KIM HOURN

coordinated efforts to purchase from local
businesses. These shifts paved the way for
innovations that promote waste reduction,
resource conservation as well as self-suf-
ficiency through locally sourced and pro-
duced goods.

Deeply rooted as part of local society, MS-
ME:s are frequently regarded as vital enablers
of socioeconomic development. In Asean, MS-
MEs account for 85 percent of employment
and 44.8 percent of the region’s gross domes-
tic product. They provide primary sources of
income and livelihoods for a significant num-
ber of individuals and households.

Due to their lean structure and versatile
business model, MSMEs have the ability to
embrace new developments, such as the cir-
cular economy and digital technologies, But
the transformation of MSMEs is not without
challenges. Shifting in business approach
and mindset of MSMEs could be one of the
first -and foremost obstacles. Most MSMEs
also often struggle with limited capital and
constrained budgets. With the scarcity of re-
sources, available attheir disposal, it becomes
even more critical for MSMEs to embrace cir-
cularity in ensuring their survival,

In building an enabling environment
for MSMEs to thrive in a circular economy,
governments must put in place a long-term
strategy and implement balanced actions
that create strong economic incentives,

In Asean, we are committed to promot-
ing circularity in MSMEs across the region.
Through collaborative efforts, Asean mem-
ber states are working toward achieving a
circular economy that is inclusive and brings
benefits to all sides.

One initiative is the Framework for Cir-
cular Economy for the Asean Economic Com-
munity, which was adopted in 2021, that cre-
ated a structured pathway for a supportive

- Asean MSMES and the circular economy

ecosystem for circular business models. A
number of engagements involving the gov-
ernment and the private sector are also tak-
ing place this year, offering a platform for
sharing best practices and ensuring inclusivi-
ty as part of the policymaking process.

Through public-private collaboration, a
variety of instruments have been developed
to raise awareness and capacity building for
both policymakers and enterprises. The Cli-
mate Change Guidelines for Asean Small and
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) provide a great
resource on why MSMEs should be con-
cerned about climate change and how to bet-
ter prepare them for climate-related ricks. In
addition, the Asean SME Academy’s Business
Continuity and Resilience Tab offers tools to
help MSMEs prepare for the future, including
by implementing sustainable approaches.

Finally, building partnerships beiween
businesses, innovators, service providers, and
investors is imperative. Through Asean's flag-
ship platform for MSMEs to internationalize,
Asean Access, business matching opportuni-
ties are provided to enable circular MSMEs
to promote their offerings and meet potential
buyers from within and beyond the region.

Bambuhay’s success in balancing the need
to address climate change and poverty while
being able to secure partnerships with multi-
national companies proved how sustainable
business models can provide MSMEs with a
competitive economic edge.

As we honor the importance of M5SMEs
and the role that they play in the economy,
let us also recognize the challenges that they
face, particularly in accessing financing and
technology. By addressing these challenges
and creating a conducive environment for
MSMEs to thrive, we can unlock their full
potential and contribute to sustainable eco-
nomic growth. The Jakarta Post/Asia Mews Netwark

Kao Kim Hourn is secretary general of Asean.

The Philippine Daily Inquirer is a member of

the Asia News Network, an alliance of 22
media titles in the region.
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