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DENR releases
hawk eagle
back to wild

A JUVENILE Pinsker's hawk-eagle rescued by a farmer early this
week in Magpet, North Cotabato was released back to the wild,
an official said Thursday.

Forester Rosie Camiguing, community chief of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources Protected and Wild-
life Unit, said the raptor lost its ability to take flight when found
on Monday at a farm in Barangay Amabel, town of Magpet.

"The unidentified farmer had fed and taken care of the raptor
for about a day, enabling it to regain its energy, Camiguing said.

Camiguing added that the farmer brought the bird to the
Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office of Magpet
the following day.

The Pinsker’s hawk-eagle, also known as the Philippine
hawk-eagle or Mindanao hawk-eagle, is a bird of prey in the
family of Accipitridae. ‘

Dr. Mylene Reniedo, Magpet municipal veterinarian, said that
upon inspection, the hawk-eagle is found to be healthy and
ready to be sent back to its natural habitat.

She said it has a length of 63 centimeters, a wingspan of 125
centimeters, and weighs 1.2 kilograms.

The bird was turned over to the Community and Environment
and Natural Resources Office of Matalam last Wednesday and
was released on the same day.

Data from the international Union for Conservation of Nature
indicated that the adult population of the endangered Pinskei’s
hawk-eagle is only around 600 to 800 in the wild.”

Magpet is situated at the foot of Mount Apo, the country’s
highest peak where hawk-eagles thrive.

’ FRANZ SUMANGIL
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Howa landmark
biodiversity treaty

“will change life on

the hi

By Tom) WoobY
Bloomberg News

N agreement reac 1ed this
month on the language of
a landmark United Nations
treaty to preserve marine
biodiversity will transform
es, corporations and scientific
1s do business on the high
percent of the ocean beyond
jurisdiction.

how count
organizatic
seas, the 6(
any nation

If the accord i atified as ex-
pected, what was  ce an essen-
tially lawless ocea will be man-
aged to protect e_.systems that
maintain life on Earth at a time
when climate impacts are intensi-
fying. o
mgh seas 1od1vers1tytrea—
ty is the most f: g ocean
agreement since 82 UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea
(Unclos), which regulates activities
in international waters, includ-
ing seabed mining. While Unclos
doesn’t mention th  w~ord “biodi-
versity,” the new t ity specifies
21st-century threat: »marine life
that include plastic >llution and

climate-caused ocean acidification
and deoxygenation.

The treaty also creates institu-
tions for implementation, includ-
ing a secretariat to manage day-
to-day affairs and a Scientific and
Technical Body that will review en-
vironmental impact assessments
and proposals to create marine
protected areas (MPAs) and advise
on other matters.

Final decisions will be made
by member-states meeting periodi-
cally as a Conference of the Parties
{COP). (The treaty does not regu-
late fishing on the high seas, which
is managed by other international
organizations.)

seas

ASEA turtle swims over corals on Moore Reef in Gunggandji Sea Cou:
off the coast of Queensland in eastern Australia on November 13, 20;

. For the first time, United Nations members have agreed on a unified
treaty on Saturday, March 4, 2023, to protect biodiversity on the hig
seas—nearly half the planet’s surface. ap/samMCNEL
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The productof ne lyfiveyears
of negotiations that ften dead-
locked over differer 's between
rich and poor nations, the treaty
also reflects compromises, some
of which were hammered out in a

final nonstop 36-hot negotiating
session on March 4.
Sixty nations mv : ratify the

marine biodiversity treaty for it to
come into force, and that timeline
depends on each country’s process
for approval of international agree-
ments. If and when the accord is
ratified, here’s how its major pro-
visions will change life and com-
merce on the high seas.

Marine Protected Ar~-s

FOR the first time, n ions will be
able to propose the establishment
of marine sanctuaries in interna-

tional waters to “con:  ve and sus-
tainably use areas r uiring pro-
tections,” according t  he treaty.

A bid to create an MPA must
include data on the area’s biologi-
cal uniqueness, threats to species
and a management and monitoring
plan. After the Scientific and Tech-
nical Body reviews and comments
on the proposal, it will be released
for consultation with other na-
tions, scientists, indigenous com-
munities and the genetal public.

Other UN treaty organiza-
tions require consensus before
action can be taken. Such a condi-
tion in the Antarctic Treaty, for
instance, has allowe one or two
nations to repeatec , stymie ef-
forts to expand protected areas on
the continent. The high seas biodi-
versity treaty, on the other hand,
allows approval of an MPA with a
three-quarters vote by the COP if
consensus can’t be reached.

“That is definitely a huge step
forward and can make this treaty
workable,” says Kristina Gjerde, se-
nior high seas advisor at the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of
Nature.

Duncan Currie an
tional environment
specializes in ocea:
he’s already workin; vith organi-
zations in Chile on _ proposal to
establish an MPA off the west coast
of South America. “Boats are going
to be out in the water this year” to
collect scientific data for the pro-
posal, he says. “There will be other
efforts to develop MPAs that are a
priority as ratificatic  of the treaty
proceeds.”

The creation of gh seas pre-
serves could come nto conflict

interna-
lawyer who
issues, says

with,  the , International Seabed . :

Authority (I1SA), a UN-affiliated
organization established under
UNCLOS in 1994 to regulate min-
ing of the ocean floor. A memo the
ISA secretariat recently submitted
to high seas treaty negotiators as-
serted the ISA’s authority over the
seabed and stated it has the exper-
tise to develop MPAs.

The biodiversity treaty re-
quires the COP to not undermine
other international organizations’
jurisdictions. But Pradeep Singh,
an ocean governance scholar at the
University of Bremen in Germany,
noted the conundrum of establish-
ing high seas marine sanctuaries
when industrial activity on the
seabed below could pollute them.

“It doesn’t make sense from an
ecological perspective if we're go-
ing to have high seas protected ar-
eas but then the ISA allows mining
to happen on the seabed,” he says.

The treaty authorizes the COP
to take emergency measures if a
natural or human-triggered disas-
ter threatens serious or irreparable
harm to marine biodiversity on the
high seas. Rutgers Law School as-
sociate professor Cymie Payne, an
expert on international ocean gov-
ernance, says such measures could
be invoked if there’s an oil spill
or other industrial incident. “You
might completely close the area for
a period of time until it’s possible
to either to clean up the spill or
natural degradation has addressed
the pollution problem,” she says.

Environmental impact assessments
THE treaty’s requirement that en-
vironmental impact assessments
(EIAs) be conducted for activities
that could have a harmful or an
unknown impact on the high seas
comes amid growing interest in us-
ing the ocean to absorb and store
carbon dioxide.

Under the treaty, national gov-
ernments will be responsible for
determining if a proposed action
by an entity under their authority
requires an EIA. If so, the govern-
ment must conduct the assessment
and submit the report to the Scien-
tific and Technical Body for review.
(If a government decides an EIA is
not warranted, it still must notify
the organization.)

While the Scientific and Tech-
nical Body and other nations and
organizations can comi »n the
EIA, the COP can'’t stor tivity
on the high seas it deems poten-
tially harmful. That remains the

rrge LiFe on the high Seag “

decision of the national govern-

ment. “That was one of the con-.

troversial issues and compromises

made at the last minute during ne-

gotiations,” says Gjerde.
: Some observers have ques-
! tioned whether companies will “fo-
rum shop” for countries with less
stringent  environmental-review
requirements or that lack the re-
sources to conduct comprehensive
evaluations. Payne says that while
most nations have environmen-
tal review laws, those procedures
may need to be amended to require
ElIAs for activities proposed for the
high seas.

“That’s something that the
treaty tries to deal with by setting
out basic standards and guidelines
for ElAs as well as transparency
measures,” says Payne. She notes
that another provision, «called
“capacity building” in UN argot,
requires developed nations to pro-
vide resources and assistance to
developing countries so they can
institute procedures to enforce the
treaty.

Marine genetic resources
COMPANIES and countries have
long eyed the ocean as a potential
source of riches from bioprospect-
ing marine organisms to make
novel pharmaceuticals, cosmet-
ics and other products. Under the
treaty, marine genetic resources—
which include marine molecules,
bacteria and algae—are designated
as the common heritage of human-
kind whose bounty is to be shared
among nations.

At least six months before the
launch of an expedition to collect
marine genetic resources, organiz-
ers must submit their destination,
what they intend to gather and
other details of the mission to a

“publicly accessible clearinghouse
established by the treaty. The loca-
tion of stored specimens and their
genetic sequencing data must also
be provided to the clearinghouse,
along with information on patents
and sales for any products derived
from marine genetic resources.

How those financial benefits
will be divided among nations will
be later determined by the COP.

“This treaty has a very strong
institutional framework,” says
Currie, the international lawyer.
“Until now there has been no reg-
ular place for ocean biodiversity
matters to be considered.”













