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THEDepartmentof Environmentand Natural sources(DENR)

‘has launched TR.&NSFGRM (Transdisciplinary Approach for
Resilient anﬁ‘Smmnabh Communities) — ﬁm resilience

"icr!gcaliq' andmmnmhes,

”Ou.rlocahZedaustamagm tyand i -
be turbo boosted by the DENR to offer h1 p
ralsmgecp!g i i improvings

lpaimes as weH o 'I‘Urms-Gomez said.

Environment Secretary Antonia Loyzaga said that the project
aims to put together all the best pmctlees rom both government
and the private sectors to deliver an inclusive, science-based, and
data-driven template that all stakeholders, pariners, and LGUs
can use in ﬁghhng the ac:celerabng chmal:e? ik i
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Biodiversity: PH's most underutzlzze'd resource

t's been months since 1 heard a really ub
lifting 'story, and T wonder how much lon-
ger the doldrums will play out. The country
seems to have entered a mood of cynical
political and socioeconomic nonchalance.

But last Friday, I felt some stirrings of
hope during the 16th weekly forum of The Fil-
ipino SDG Hour, a Zoom-enabled public gath-
ering of the Future Earth Philippines held e‘b—
ery Friday from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. (https: Hblt
ly/40c7qUd) that highlights ideas, insights,
innovations, and initiatives for achieving 1_:he
United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development
Goals in local communities.

Our speaker was Philip Cruz, a multi-
awarded scientist-entrepreneur and the
president of Herbanext Laboratories, Inc,
a highly successful medicinal plant mang
facturer and advocate, with 100 employees
based in Bago City, Negros Occidental.

Cruz told us, “Biodiversity is our sin-
gle most underutilized economic resource.”
Compounds from our forests and seas, h
said, can be sources of novel drugs that ca
bring huge socioeconomic benefits to th
Philippine economy, if only we realized the£
value and they merited protection by loc
governments and communities.

Sure, we've heard this before, how the PhiiL
ippines is the center of the global center of ma-
rine biodiversity and evolution. In addition to
10,000 species of aquatic plants and animals,
we have 32,000 species of terrestrial plants and
animals, 60 percent of which are endemic. But
our impression of this is more about how much
biodiversity is poached and exploited by the
more predatory countries of the world. l

I sat up and listened intently when Cruz
cited some statistics. He told us that two glob-
al drugs sourced from Philippine biodiversity,
Tlosone (Erythromycin), launched in 1953 fo
treatment of bacterial infections, has an;ma.l|
sales of $3.2 billion, inclusive of derivatives;

ONTHEMOVE

SEGUNDO ECLAR ROMERO

while Prialt (Ziconotide), derived from the
seashell conus magnus (with significant con-
tribution from the work of National Scientist
Lourdes Cruz) that is 1,000 more powetful than
morphine, has sales of $30 million annually.

By comparison, Cruz mentioned the rel-
atively unimpressive annual value of our ex-
tractive industries—$3 billion from ﬁsherlqles,
$2 billion from mining, and $50 million from
forestry. These are the industries that have
caused us so much misery for decades for
promising so much but delivering so little at
high political and environmental costs. | | |

Cruz said the winds have changed. There
is a renaissance in the use of natural products
for health and wellness. There is a slower yleld
from the synthetic drug pipeline, while mter-
est in medicinal plants has increased. Only
about 15 percent of the estimated 300,000
plant species worldwide have been evaluated
for their pharmacological properties.

I realized just how blindsided we have
been when Cruz said that China alone em-
ploys around 2 million farmers of medicinal
plants, cultlvaxmg some 100 species ov auL

area of around 460,000 hectares. Ind1as has

some 150,000 medicinal herb farmers, hﬂe‘
Indonesia has at least 20,000.

- for. marginal zed farmers. For every

doyromero@g rail.com

Filipinos have not realized just how inclu-
sive an economic resource our biodiversity
is. Medicinal plants are high-value crops that
require little input and are therefore suitable
million
consumers of herbal products, as many as
10,000 farmer jobs can be created in the ru-
ral countryside, earning at least P5,000 per
month. In contrast, imported medicines gen-
erate very few local jobs.

The second most important realization I
had from Cruz’s presentation is this: With-
out mainstreaming an alternative livelihood

' strategy, biodiversity conservation is a losing

battle. The pcor in rural and agricul-ural'set-
tings must be target beneficiaries of biodiver-
sity cultivation and conservation programs.

Nowhere is this more urgent than for
many upland and coastal comuinunities,
where the cul:ivation of medicinal plants can
help reduce deforestation. The farming of
beach forest species can help protect coastal
zones and generate supplemental livelihood
for fisherfolk. Adding some specific details,
Cruz mentions these medicinal beach forest
trees that can give protection from storm
surges—alagaw, bitaog, dapdap, malabago,
noni, sibukaw, sulasi.

Having listened to Cruz, I can now find
new meaning \n Imelda Marcos’ quip that the
Philippines is a rich country pretending to
be poor. Her son President Marcos |r. is now
singing a similar tune, the Philippines be-
longing to the VIP.club of countries and being
the fastest growing economy in Asia. [ won-
der, what would it take for him to repurpose
the Maharlika Investment Fund and point it
away from urban edifice complexes and to-
ward actualizing inclusive strategic oppor-
tunities and germinating new livelihoods for
Filipinos in rural and agricultural settings?
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at govemment oli ol :
|Can a law mandating px'otec _.Pl;eserv_ io"n
of a natural resource a so compel the State to repel unau-
- thorized foreign incursions into the country’s territories,
especially env1ronmenta11y sensitive: and protected ar-
“eas?

- | Wewould soon fmd out When abill Whlqh had just passe¢
musterina congres‘smnal committee becomes a law.

| Palawan3rd DistrictRep. Edward Hagedorn has expr:essed
gt ratitude to the congressional leadership and his colleagues
overtheswiftand overwhelmingapproval by the Committeeon

| i Natural Resources of House Bill 6373, or th*f Kalayaan Island

i Gxoup and Scarborough Shoal — Marine Pnotected Area Bﬂl
. 'whu:h he principally authored. -
- | “I tharik House Speaker Ferdmand Mart Rmnualdez for
his strong support and commitment for the passage of the bill.
The good Speaker gave high priority over thebill and allowed
the immediate committee hearmg to take pﬂace," Ha gerdom
said.

faatures, and an area of three nautical miles surrounding the
Kalayaan Island Group and Scarborough $hoal as a marine
protecbed area.’

. The measure, once. enacted would prolj.xblt and

; cortam actsand activities ‘within the waters pf the said areato

pfotect thecountry’s marine resources.to guaranlee protection
‘marine habitat.
| Traditional fishing, however, would shll%e allowed as itis

v cémldered generaily harmless to the marine ecosystem.

| The Palawan lawmaker also thanked all the commitice

- members, especially its chairman, Cavite 4th District Rep.

_ Elpidio F. Barzaga Jr. “for ably Ieadmg hearing and for
;< pushmg for its approval” i |
| He also cited his fellow Palaweno, Palawan 2nd Dlstm:’t
Igﬁp ]oseAlvamzwhostronglyshowedhlss pportduringthe
aring.
| “Butamostspecial thanksshould be gwex}to CIBACPartyI—
ist Rep. Eduardo ‘Brother Eddie’ Villanueva who, in my ab-

sence during the hearing, stood in my behalf as the sponsor of -
- thebill. He brﬂhanﬂ;rpresented and explained t
* very essence of the bill. His inclusion of |

hjg}ﬂlghbed theowmrchmg and_ ran

mentofﬂleKIGand Skl
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{HB 63?3 aimsto declare all low-tide elevaﬁomand lugh tlde .
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Marine area protection
SOMETIMES it takes a law with a separate pur-
‘pose to achieve what government policy is un-
able o % 2 SRS IS L ad-a2ale N

Can a law mandating the protection and pres-
ervation of a natural resource also compel the

‘State to repel unauthorized foreign incursions

_into the country’s territories, especially environ-
- mentally sensitive and protected ar as? '

We would soon find out when a bill which had
~just passed muster in a congressional committee
becomes a law. a5
~ Palawan 3rd District Rep. Edward Hagedorn
has expressed gratitude to tﬁe congressional lead-
ership and his colleagues over the swift and over-
whelming approval by the Committee on Natural
Resources otp House Bill 6373, or the Kalayaan

Island Group and Séarboro‘u%il Shoal — Marine
Protected Area Bill, which he principally au-
thored. , Sl %

“l thank House Speaker Ferdinand Martin Ro-
mualdez for his strong support and commitment
for the passage of the bill. The good Speaker gave

high priority over the bill and allowed the imme-
diate committee hearing to take place,” Hager-
dorn said. e ity : _

HB 6373 aims to declare all low-tide elevations
and high-tide features, and an area of three nau-
tical miles surrou ‘d_'.i_ng the Kalayaan Island .
Groug and Scarborough Shoal as a marine pro-
tected area. - = .57
The measure, once enacted, would prohibit and
penalize certain acts and activities within the
waters of the said area to protect the country’s
marine resources to guarantee protection of ma-
rine habitat. ' '

Traditional fishing, however, would still be al-
lowed as it is considered generally harmless to
the marine ecosystem. “ ' See page 5
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The Palawan law-

maker also thanked |all
the committee members,
especially its chairman,
Cavite 4th District Rep.
Elpidio F. Barzaga |Jl:
“for ably leading the
hearing and for Eushing
for its approval”.
He also cited his fel-
low Palaweifio, Palawan
2nd District Rep. Jose
Alvarez who strongly
showed his support dur-

_the

“But a most special
thanks should be given
to CIBAC Partylist Rep.
Eduardo ‘Brother Eddie’
Villanueva who, in my-
absence during the hear-
ing, stood in my behalf
as the sponsor of the bill.
He brilliantly presented
and explained to the
body the very essence of
» bill. His inclusion of
biblical ﬁ?saagas high-
lighted the overarching
and transcendental im-
portance of protecting

'the KIG and Scarbor-
‘ough Shoal,” Hagedorn's
statement read.

In presenting the pro-
posed measure, Villan-
ueva stressed that the
bill is focused pn the pro-
tection of the marine en-

-vironment of the KIG
and Scarborough Shoal, -

and not on the territorial
disputes in the West Phil-
ippine Sea. . | ;
He cited a stud¥ b
the University of the hi]!i

ip:ﬁil‘ies—Mar_lrre Science

Institute in 2019 which
showed that coral reefs
in Kalayaan lIslands -
Farﬂcul&ﬂy in Pag-asa
sland, PPanata Island
and Sabina Shoal — were
damaged by alleged il-
legal activities, such as
blast fishing.

“We cannot afford not
to act because the habi-
tat of marine life in our

waters, which benefits
- not only the Philippines
~but also adjacent coun-

tries like (China, Taiwan,

S s Mt

o \-w.vjw\%f?\_\.\.’ . T

Vietnam, Malaysia and

Brunei, is being de-
stroyed,” Villanueva
was quoted as saying

-during |the committee

hearing,

Hagedorn also cited
known WPS advocate and
retired Supreme Court
Justice Antonio -Car%ilo
after the latter gave his
full support to the bill,

Carpio, one of the
country’s leading ex-
perts on WPS issues, and

‘whose incisive insights

HETTRYR R

provided a better refine-
ment of the salient pro-
visions of the bill.
Hagedorn also ex-
tended his gratitude the
Departments of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources, Interior and Lo-
cal Government, Nation-
'al Defense, as well as the
Armed Forces for their
strong support.
“Ttis my sincerest be-
lief that pushing for en-
vironmental protection
for the KIG and Scarbor-

‘environmental

SR

wmwwwwr%g%g&.&é,mmmmwwg &}

uugl'll: Shoal is a comman
ground that;everﬁ Filipi-
no could rally behind.

We do hope that this

environmental @ lens
would be likewise useid
by other coastal states
surrounding the West
Philippine Sea and the
South China Sea to pro-

ote cooperation ancl
protec-
ion for greater peace,
stability and prosperily

for the entire region,” hie

. N
LR

‘sai_d.: W
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Manila Bay ‘dea
fisherfolk told

Local officials have been telling ﬁshérfol like

Edlyn Rosales that Manila Bay is “d¢ad” “But
that is not true,” she said. “We can still ﬁshe from
its waters.” Environment activists supporting
 the fisherfolk want a government study on Ma-
nila Bay’s ecosystem before the green—hghtmg
of dump-and-fills and seabed quarrying projects
now nvercrowdmg the bay. —speciaL RePO
BY MARIEJO S. RAMOS AND KRIXIA sumuw
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Fishers urged not to venture
into Manila Bay, told it’s *"clead"’

.SPECIAL REPORT

By Mariejo S. Ramos
and Krixia Subingsubing
@Team_Inquirer

(Last of two parts)

Local officials have been telling
Edlyn Rosales that Manila Bay
isalready a dead body of water.

Friends who otherwise
meant well have told her the
same, she said.

But as for barangay offi-
cials who compared the 58-ki-
lometer-wide bay “to a sewer
where you can only get mud,”
it dawned on Rosales finally
that her family and their com-
munity were being persuaded
to leave their home.

Their huts are perched on
stilts and bamboo bridges on the
coast of Limay town in Bataan,
the province west of the bay op-
posite Bulacan province, Metro
Manila and Cavite province.

She insisted that “Manila
Bay is not a sewer. They've
been telling us that Manila Bay
is dead, but that is not true. We
can still fish from its waters.”

In this fisherfolk communi-
ty, it was her task to sift through
her husband and brother's
catch—mostly  “alubaybay,”
a sardine variety. She would
place the fish in neat rows on
bamboo mats, then salt and dry
them in the sun, until they are
ready to be packed and sold.

With that catch, how could
Manila Bay be dead?

DENR order

Environment activists sup-
porting the fisherfolk in Limay
want the government to do a
thorough study of Manila Bay's
ecosystem before green-light-
ing dump-and-fills and seabed
quarrying projects that are
now overcrowding the bay.

* These activities, they said,
are reversing the ongoing re-
habilitation efforts there.

Seabed quarrying, howev-
er, is permitted by Administra-
‘tive Order No. 2000-25 of the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR).
The 2000 order authorizes
the “utilization of offshore areas
not covered by approved mining
permits and contracts as sources
of dredgefill materials for gov-
ernment reclamation projects
and for other purposes.”

Under that directive, seabed
quarrying ventures may secure
a permit from the DENR, while
the Mines and Geosciences Bu-
reau, an agency of the depart-
ment, is tasked to study the
“character of the seafloor” in the
sites for those enterprises.

Another agency, the Bu-
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources, which is under the
Department of - Agriculture,
evaluates how those projects
may affect aquatic and fishing
grounds in their intended loca-
tions.

But for Fernando Siringan,
a marine scientist from the
University of the Philippines
(UP), these agencies should ask
the proponents if they have
conducted studies on the areas
they wish to exploit.

The government must also
take stock of its marine resourc-
es, including how to tap mineral
resources “with minimal impact
on the environment,” he said.

“The country needs to fund
research on what lies at the bot-
tom of our ocean. Studies on
coral reefs are popular, for good
reason. But even areas that are
sandy or muddy are signifi-
cant—and these are the kinds
of environment that studies of-
ten neglect,” Siringan said.

He noted that Filipino sci-
entists have the knowledge
and capacity to do research on
seabed quarrying, but not the
budget and the support of the
bureaucracy, whose processes
are often an obstacle.

This is true even for UP's
Marine Science Institute where
he teaches, Siringan said.

“Funding is part of the chal-
lenge but what’s more stressful
is the procurement stage. [It is]
so horrible,” he said of the gov-
ernment procedures in obtain-
ing funding for the equipment
needed in a particular research,
for instance.

The lack of Filipino ma-
rine scientists is another dis-
advantage. Siringan said there
are “many scientists in other
fields, [but] marine scientists,
especially those who look
linto] mineral resources, can be
counted by one hand.”

Closer look
Meanwhile, scientists,
civil society groups and af-
fected fisherfolk communi-
ties want a closer look into

BAY'S BOUNTY Fisherman
Angelo Dula of Limay, Bata-

" an province, is among those
depending on Manila Bay for
their livelihood. —kATHLEEN LEI

LIMAYQ/CONTRIBUTOR

the quarrying enterprises.

Last year they called on
the Senate to investigate those
projects, which they "said had
proliferated after then Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte issued an
.executive order in 2021 revers-
ing a moratorium imposed by
Executive Order No. 79 of 2012.

According to environmental
group Oceana Philippines, sea-
bed quarrying and ore mining
are underway not only in Limay,
but also in Tayabas Bay, Lingay-
en Gulf and in the provinces of
Cavite and Cagayan, while land
reclamation or dump-and-fills
are also in the pipeline at Sogod
Bay (Southern Leyte), Cancaba-
to Bay (Tacloban City), and in La
Union province. |

Lawyer and Oceana vice
president Gloria Estenzo Ra-
mos said that seabed quarry-
ing—despite the DENR order
permitting it—ran counter to
laws against the destruction of
marine habitats,

“The seabed is a habitat,
same as corals, seagrass and
mangroves. That's why no ex-
ploration or exploitation of
fishing areas can happen with-
out.. an extensive environ-
mental impact assessment pro-
cess. Because that is required,
it's in the Fisheries Code (Re-
public Act No. 8550),” she said.

Ramos said the government
must be transparent about the
resulting destruction and “en-
sure sustainable management
of our fisheries.”

She said local governments,
particularly coastal cities and
municipalities, have the prin-
cipal responsibility to protect
their waters.

“When you allow seabed
quarrying, you're allowing de-

struction of something upon
which lies duty on your part to
protect it... It's even a violation
of [your] mandate,” Ramos said.

Keep a record

What should coastal com-
munities do to protect their
environment?

She suggested the first step
would be “to récord what is be-
ing taken away from them,” add-
ing that affected communities
may note down cases of harass-
ment and of infringement on
their municipal waters and keep
a record on small yet significant
details such as their catch.

Fisherfolk ¢ould also learn
to document | illegal fishing
activities. This is where orga
nized groups such as Pangisda
Pilipinas—of which Rosales is
a mernber—could help.

Rosales recalled how stake
holders, during public consulta
tions on a mining firm's appli
catior. to quarry Limay’s coast
appealed to authorities against
its approval, as they knew this
would affect their livelihood.

Pangisda and the Nuclear/

Coal-free Bataan group have

also filed several letters ob-
jecting not just|to reclamartion
and quarrying projects but to
the four coal-fired power plant
projects in the province whose
waste often feed into the bay.

Yet many still hesitate to
protest quarrying because they
either fear retaliation or are just
on “survival mode,” Ramos said.

“They are often only con
cerned about their daily catch
and how to sell it. So do you ex-
pect them to measure [loss and
damages| or even find time to do
it?" she said. “That's why there
has to be capacity building for
them to realize that itis import-
ant [to gather evidence].”

Legal remedies

Ramos also believes that
seeking legal remedies can
create a ripple effect on other
commurnities affected by simi-
larly destructive activities.

“We can increase our lev-
el of engagement in lawsuits
by including impacts, damag-
es and loss of ecosystem ser-
vices,” she said.

Bothh Ramos jand Siringan
challenged the view that Ma-
nila Bay—for centuries, a
natural harbor for trade
in the country—had long |
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ago breathed its last.

That notion “shows that
there is a lack of appreciation of
the important role of [fishing]
communities” in protécting the
environment, Ramos said.

Siringan said: “Even in sea-
floor areas with low oxygen lev-

that can survive in such settings.”

“That is the wonder of life
on Earth—life can be found in
different parts of the environ-

ment. How do they even define
life? Maybe |they do define it
differently from us,” he said. mo

(This story was produced
with the support of Internews’
Earth Journalism Network.)
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Neda gives long-stalled
land use bill a new push

By Ca1 U, Orpinario W @caiordinario

ASSING the National Land Use Act

(Nalua) would allow the country to

make headway in Right of Way issues
that need to be resolved to undertake
infrastructure projects, according to the
National Economic and Development

Authority (Neda).

Rl e

On Monday, Neda Secretary Ar-
senio M. Balisacan toldreporterson
the sidelines of the formal launch
of the Philippine Development Plan
(PDP), that the Executive branchis
workingwith Congresstocraftand
finally pass the Nalua.

"Balisacan said this will allow
the current administration to
speed up right of way acquisition
(Rowa), which is often the cause
of delay in undertaking many in-
frastructure projects.

“The absence of a national land
useiscontributing to thatdifficulty
ofbuildinginfrastructure. Sincewe
do not have that land use, you get

intocrazy situations where suppos-

edly a highway that goes straight
is moving (in another direction),”
Balisacan said.

Balisacan said having a na-
tional land use law would guide

“thebetterplanningofinfrastruc-

ture projects and where they can
bestbelocated. He said the Nalua
would be able to identify which
lands are commercial and which
are agricultural.

The Nalua, Balisacan added,
couldalsoidentifyareas that can-
not be built on or those that are
protected by environmentallaws.

He believed that even if the
Nalua has been in the pipeline
for the past 50 years, there is

feai

BALISACAN
a chance [that the law could be
passed under this administra-
tion. Both houses of Congress,
he said, have agreed to prioritize
the crafting of the law.

“Theleadershipofboth Congress
have indicated to us when we met
duringthe first Ledac (Legislative-
Executive Development Advisory
Council) and it is included in the
list of priority legislation of the
executive,| Balisacan said.

The Nalua has been identified
as the priority legislation of ad-
ministrations for decades. How-

ever, the billhas yet to be passed.

Last year, former Nada Secre-
tary Karl Kendrick T. Chua said if
the next administration wants to
finally pass the Nalua, the govern-
ment must adopt a “door-to-door
approach” used by Duterte
administration in passing the tax
reform program.

Chua and the architect of the
country's tax reform program
said this approach would ensure
that lawmakers are able to un-
derstand the impact of passing
such a law.

He said the Neda staff could
carry on this mandate by ex-
plaining to each legislator and
making as many presentations
as possible.

Chua said there are currently
many misunderstood portions of
the proposed Nalua. He said some
quarters are saying that land use
will be the responsibility of one
centralized agencyin government,

He said this was not true and
thatlocalgovernment units (LGUs)
stillhad jurisdiction overland use,
However, land conversion of land
from agriculture to other use has
to be degided by amore centralized
agency.
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Ecowaste warning: Keep off
\ toxic underarm cream

By Krixia Subi ngsubing |
@krixiasINQ |

|

Smoother, lighter but “toxic” armpits?
 The toxics watchdog Ecowaste Coalition
has warned consumers against using two Thai-
land-made underarm whitening cream brands af-
ter its tests showed that the products supposedly
contained mercury beyond the allowed limit.

On Monday, Ecowaste’s chemical screening
on Snow White Armpit Whitening Undararm

* Cream and 88 Total White Underarm Cream, ‘ga u

both marked “made in Thailand ” contained

FROM A1

mercury above the one part
per million (ppm) trace amount
threshold under ;ﬁe Asean
Cosmetic Directive (ACD) and
the Minamata Convention on

. Mercury.

Using an Olympus Vanta

M Series X-Ray Fluorescence -

(XRF) analyzer, the

oup de-
tected 3,035 ppm nd 3,042

ppm of mercury on 88 Total
White and Snow White creams,
respectively.

The group bought the
products, with November
2022 manufacture dates, from
an online shopping platform,
prompting them to call on reg-
ulators to strengthen enforce-
ment against mercury—added
cosmetics sold online.

The country’s Food and

Drug Administration (FDA) had

flagged both products. It is-

msxs.i‘é% 2020 against

Snow White after Myanmar's
FDA found it to contain mer-
cury, and in 2021 on 88 Total
White for not having a valid
certificate of prcduct notifi-
cation and the warning “may
pose health risks to consum-
ers” on its label.

Serious dainage
“Our investigation shows
that toxic mercury is also
present in some cosmetics

that‘ claim to reduce body
odor and lighten -dark un-
derarms,” said Aileen Luce-
ro, national coordinator of
Ecowaste Coalition, which
has detected mercury in fa-
cial creams since 2011. “This is
waorrisome as many Filipinos
are obsessed with smooth and
white armpits.”

“Mercury in creams could
pose serious health effects
not only to those who direct-
ly use them but also to their

families, espec1ally chudren
who might inhale the mercu-
ry vapors from the contami-
nated products or get exposed
by using towels and items
tainted with mercury,” said
Lucero.

She called on cosmet-
ic manufacturers to abide by
the ACD and the Minamata
Convention and for cosmetic
regulators to strengthen com-
pliance and enforcement strat-
egies. ma .
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Welcoming
. Jonsiitutional refalrm, it .
‘ appears, is on the agenda
again. il

Last week, deliberations began
at the House of Represeﬂ;ﬁvés

over proposals to change the
basic law of the land. Thelsame

proposals n:peated over ﬂ‘ii?ast _

three decadis were made: remove
the restrictions in foreign invest- '
ments, shif: to federalism, adopt a parliamentary
system of government and [ift term limits. 3
On the other side of the aisle, the same objections
were raised. Constitutional changes were not needed.
This was not the time to dabble with the constitutional
order. The politicians simply want to get rid of term
limits. S 2
We know the arguments on either side quite well
undertake constitutional reform. The 1987 Constitu-

it a challenging task. _
There is one distinct element that is new, however.
House Speaker Martin Romualdez has both the num-
bers and the political skills to gain some headway
against the conservatives. The Senate appears to be
open to the idea of constitutional reform. -
Rep. Benriy Abante, in alrecent interview, said
it was better to begin the process of constitutional
change early in the new presidential term so that it
will not be clouded with the partisan posturing that
happens clos2 to each electoral cycle. That is a good
point — except that he accorded the lifting of term
limits the sarme importance as 'ming the economic
orthodoxy ershrined in the 1987 document. This is
an invitation to partisan posir;ioning even this early
in the presidential term. i g

tional reforms late in the Ram
ported the effort to surgically remove the rest:
economic provisions during the Estrada admigistra-
tion. I sat as commissioner in'the 2005 Consu
Commission on Charter Change. |

framework more welcoming to the participation of

nities pass us each day while we cling to some 19th
century economic nationalist
reality of contemporary inves

For instance, even as the in
ical boundaries to the flow of i
restrictions caused us to miss 2
major content provider to the v

Eﬁt ﬂOW‘S- = ; [

Fund (MIF) in Davos, President
investors to participate in a fund that will moderniz
the backward sectors of our economy. This could rur
into issues involving the negatiy elr;gon investments
prescribed by the 1987 Charter. E

: Pisions it s EAly preventing
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by now. This is the third or|fourth serious effort to *

tion, it seems, was written in a way to make reforming

I was involved in the effort to introduce cc e

From my involvement in these previous efforts, I
understood that the task of making our constitutional

foreign investnents was the most urgent. Opportu-
: pdoxya,gamst st the

that all media be Filipino owned invited needless
controversy over Philippine Depositary Receiptsand
the flow of investments to tourt ical
for content creation. ' lL (e
Recently, applying obsolete constitutional doctrine,

our Supreme Court ywed the possibility for joint

| ventures in exploiting whatever natural wealth lies
beneath the Scuth China Sea. The!same nationalist

| provisions prevent us from rapidly capitalizing our ag-
ricultural sector to deliver food. ty for our people.

In his “soft launch” of the Makarlika Investment _ |
0s Jr. invited

ST v a mva prosperous future for our people.

] _/6_' itk 5 fl_lcaﬁacit:ll_[ted e
arbage is piling up along the streets of Parafaque.
This happens because of the decision of the city mayor
to award the garbage collection contract to a company
that did not have the capacity to do the job despite
the plump contract it won.
#+Last Dec. 27, while everyone was distracted by
the holidays, Mayor Eric Olivarez transferred the
garbage collection contract from the contractor of
long-standing, Leonel Waste Management Corp.,
to.an untried contractor, Metrowaste Solid Waste
Management Corp. The size of the contract was in-
creased to a whopping P414 million even as the new
contractor did not have the equipment required to
get the job done. '

The contract was concluded without consulting the
city council. For this reason, an inquiry has begun at
the council, pitting the mayor against his own vice
mayor the city councilors and nearly all the barang-

gay chairmen. Those opposing the contract claim the
mayor violated the Local Government Code.

According to the vice mayor, the former contractor

pleted 39,731 garbage collection trips from Jan.

1 to Dec. 31, 2022. The new contractor, Metrowaste,

completed only 765 such trips from Jan. 1 to 18 this year.

\e former contractor last year collected a daily
average of 2,581 cubic meters of trash. By contrast,
Metrowaste had a daily average collection of only
1,328 cubic meters of trash during the first three weeks
of January. This is because Metrowaste has only 24
trucks, including 20 small ones with compactors to
fulfill its contractual obligations. This is certainly not
enough for the city’s needs. 4

To compound things, the former contractor owned
a sanitary landfill in Rizal province. The new con-
tractor is still searching for a landfill that will accept
Paraflaque’s waste. o
aque is not a small city. It has a land areﬁ;
46.57 square kilometers and a population of 689,992
at the last census. This translates into a volume of.
trash that far exceeds the new contractor’s capacity.
It is not easy to solve the new contractor’s defi-
acy in equipment and lack of a sanitary landfill.
Resolving these deficiencies could.take months. In
the meantime, trash will continue to pile up and the
citizens will get increasingly agitated.

crisis will quickly translate into a
+the beleaguered mayor.




“J STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

AR (NI TIATIVES
i  ERVICE
i

TITLE:

Abante 3

- UNA SA BALITA I

PAGE

UPPER

LOWER

PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY

01-31-23

DATE

sassssssssssssne

! a pamamagitan ng |
Executive Order No. 8 na xpmampad sa loob ng «
mang taoti simula 0 31 1954, !m’y upang

Sr. sa .

, 1980. Sa‘kanyang
aw ay 1pma.gbawal
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