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~ Stop Boholtown .
“water project, DENR asked

A town mayor in Bohol is asking the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to stop a neighboring
municipality from extracting water in
their jurisdiction.

In a letter to DENR Secretary Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga, Sevilla Mayor Juliet Dano
soiﬁht to stop a P95-million water project
of the Balilihan local government unit
(LGU) in the town. :

+#As indicated in its water permit, LGU
Balilihan should be extracting water from
Sto. Nifio in Balilihan,
> il Rivaibai extracti

water from Bugwak Spring in Magsaysay,

Sevilla contrary to their approved water
permit,” Dano said. Y.

He said “utmost attention and imme-
diate action” are needed, noting that the
projectis a violation of DENR regulations.

Dano Eled a similar petition before
the National Water Resources Board
(NWRB). ?

“The actual (water) diversion point
is located in Magsaysay, Sevilla as evi-
denced by the installations made by the .
DPWH (Department of Public Works
and Highways)-Bohol first engineering

—Romina Cabrera

district,” Dano said in her petition before
the NWT‘E b 18
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- SA pagpasok ng bagong
taon 2023, ipagpapatuloy
ng Manila Water ang ka-
nilang pangako sa pag-
bibigay ng libreng waste-
water services samga cus-
tomer nito, dahil inanun-
syo nito ang iskedyul ng

buwanang desludging ca-

ravannltnmuﬂtqum-
ter ng 2023.

Ngayong Enero, ang mga
serbisyong desludging ng

-Manila Water ay
“la'sa Barangay 765,767, 7

790,791,796, at 7985 Lung-
sod ng Maynila, Barangay
Bagong llog sa Pasig City,
Barangay Batingan at Maha-

bang Parang sa Binangonan
at Barangay Mahabang
Parang. sa Angono, Rizal.
Para sa buwan ng Peb-
rero, ang desludging caravan
ay ilkot sa Barangay Mag-
tanggol at Tabacalera sa
munisipalidad ng Pateros, at

Tandang Sora at Krus na.
;i Ligas sa Quezon City. Sa
5, mgaresidente ng Mahabang -

Parang, Angono, Barangay
Batingan at Mahabang Pa- -
rang sa Binangonan, Bara-
ngay 765, ?57 775, ?90 791,
796, at 798 sa Lungsod ng
Maynila, at Barangay Bagong
llog sa Pasig lungsod, baba-
likan muli ng Manila Water.
‘Sa buwan ng Marso, ba-
balik ang desludging caravan
sa parehong barangay sa
Maynila, Barangay Bagong
llog sa Pasig City, Tandang
Sora at Krus na Ligas sa
Quezon City at bibisita rin sa
Barangay UP Campus. Sa
mga customer sa Barangay
Martirez del 96 at Santo Ro-
sario-Kanluran sa Pateros,

Barangays 764, 769, 776,

778, 877, 878, 879, at 881)
sa. Marula Bafangay sta.

LUGI
! _ 'San sa Cainta,
‘ Rizal, kasama rin sa iskedyul

na seserbisyuhan ng kom--

! panya.

- Angpagpapalinis ng mgei

| seplic tank fuwing lima hang-
' gang pitong taon ay mahala-

ga, hmdilaman_gpafaaam--

gular na pagpapanatili ng
' septic tank, kundi pati na rir
parasapangamahgamka
paligiran atng  komunidad
*From January to Sep-
lterntier 2022, we have si-
phoned more than 84,000
|sepﬁi_: tanks in our service

|area/ This year, we aim to |
—ramp up our desludging

‘caravan and hit our goal
(of desludging more than
100,000 septic tanks, which

s crucial in ensuring {htthe

d used water will be
propdﬂy treated through Ma-
|nia s seplage treafment

before it is released
backﬁobodlesnfwmmﬁ
equates to reduction in public
health risk, and water pollu-
tion,” ayon kay Dittie Galang,

City, at Ba- |

g "*rme CHANNEL,
| Facebook Fanpage “TV

W ;
Corporate Communications

* Department Head ng Manila
- "With this, we continue (o

encourage our customers 1o
avail of these services whn
scheduled, to not incur ad-
ded cost to their water b/l °
dagdag pa niya.

Kung nais malaman aiig
tiyak na petsa ng pagbisila
ng desludging caravan sa
iyong mga barangay, maz -
ring makipag-ugnayan ang
mga customer sa kani-k3-
nilang barangay council o sa

- pamamagitan ng paglaw:g

sa Manila Water Consurmer
Desk Hotline 1627

Kung nais ninyo 1
mdamm ang TAMANG
IMPORMASYON,
"D\m SERBISYO ni
AGARANG SERBISYO
LADY, i-search sa

“HILDA ONG" at sa

e
 iclick ang salltam
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House panel OK’s bill
protecting areas of |
‘West Philippine §

By Beatriz Marie D. Cruz || |
A PHILIPPINE House of Representative cum—
mittee on Wednesday approved a bill t
seaks to declare parts of the Spratly Islk nds l
and Scarborough Shoal in the South Chi na Spa
protected zones.

The House committee on natural res
endorsed House Bill 6373, which seeks t
the three nautical miles around the Kala
group of islands and-Scarborough Shcnal1

These areas are within the Southeast
nation’s exclusive econormic zone, which lt_caII]

the West Philippine Sea.

The measure bans ﬂshing. dumping n*‘tu:u
chemicals and littering in these areas. People are -
also barred from introducing exotic speclbs and
installing structures or enclosures.

The bill will also set up a Kalayaan Islalnd
Group and Scarborough Shoal Protected Area
Management Board and a management office.

It will also create a joint oversight co mlttee LiL
composed of congressmen. 1
Party-list Rep. Eduardo C. Villanueva, who

sponsored the measure, cited a 2019 study by

the University of the Philippines Marine Science
Institute that found coral reefs in the Kalayaan |
islands, particularly Thitu Island, Lankiam|Cay a'ld
Sabina Shoal were damaged by illegal a wmes
such as blast fishing. 1

“The coral reefs in Kalayaan islands serve as
breeding ground for fishes,” he told the heaﬂnq
on Wednesday. “The same reefs become the
source of fingerlings and larvae, whicha camgd
away by sea currents to coral reefs in 0thefr par}s
of the country.”

“The disruption of coral reefs in Kalay ajgan |s—
land group and Scarbarough Shoal will versepy _
impact fish production in the country.”

- Mr. Villanueva said the bill only seeks to prn—
tect marine resources and has nothing to omq
the Philippines sea dispute with China. .

China's alleged encroachment and mac*ing, g
construction of artificial islands in areas of the sea
within the Philippines ex-
clusive economic zone has
allegedly damaged marine
species and their habitats.

A2016rulingbya
United Nations-backed
arbitration court voided

China’s claim to more Read the full smryby
than aomf hewa *a"mnsmedimde




N STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

TITLE:

INITIATIVES
SERVICE

PEOPLES

FAGE LOWER

PAGE

PAGE1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY
i Lo ® 5
$=26-23
DATE

House panel OKs bill declaring

parts of WPS ‘protected areas’

| By RYAN PONCE
PACPACO

THE House committee on
natural - resources  on
Wednesday = approved
House Bill (HB) No. 6373,
which designates certain
areas in the Kalayaan Is-
) in the
as marine “protected areas.”
HB 6373, authored b

Palawan Representative

Edward Iiagz%)ixz: .;nd

sponsored Par-

ty-List Rep. Bro, Eddie C
Ar-

eas’

square kilometers area) sur-

ding the islands of KIG
ﬁmg&arbmu@ Shoal to
protect the’ country’s ma-
rine resources in area.

According to the bill, as
per locg]rﬁsﬁiﬂs,' the three-

nautical miles area (rough-'

ly ‘ten square kilometers)
pzotectédgf' ‘area is preferable
as it will already give “

and protected habitat
space for young marine
el "

orgvmanum said he'em-
hasizes that the bill is only

or'p ng the marine’
i L i
in the Kalayaan Islands -
which is situated within the
country’s exclusive eco-
nomic zones (EEZs) and
disputes” in WPSs

He said that a study by

R e e
- tuté i 2019 found that coral

teefs in Kalayaan Islands —

E;rticulaf_ly in Pag-asa ls-
nd, Panata Island, and Sa-

bina Shoal - were alread

damaged ,appamnﬂ{;,'-
ishing. The bill is thus an
s iy

.ggﬁ'mnlﬂmlmarineexpeﬂs' ;
to declare the Kalayaan Is- '

Jarids as MPAS to protect the
A 2014 study by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
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‘Free tofish, safe, too?

YEAH,nghtFnhpmnsare&eetoﬁshmAyunnghoalasthe
area is part of the country’s exclusive economic zone ami
continental shelf. foL

It's easy for them to say so, butmtsafe theﬁshemmfo
actually do so?

We have naval defense and maritime secunty pmmdad by
meNavyandtheCoast Guard ,respectively, butboth have not
stopped the ive foreign. vesSds mainl

pe_d' of local fi m terﬂl:o waters. Y
: PNandPCGVES&ISMIObealwayssemtobeoutofmght
urfarawayeveryhme ﬁs&mnenenootmher hDStllefOIElgﬂ

tmrmarﬂ:mewam
proverbial respom:lhgmacmescem, N ad
-:Coqst mbdwaysu&vémohk«hgtﬁgafmﬂmhdwﬁm
andthehmfikparuaha the scene, '
Eﬂ\oalmpartofﬁmeexclumvee@onmczmmd
cmthxmlalshelfof&w?hﬂ:ppmes.'[heﬂuhppmmetmﬂed
toexercisesovereignrightsand jurisdictionin the area, without
intervention fromanother country. "Dapartnmtomeelgn

Spokesperson
: Rﬁpmﬂstemmmfmwmttmungh 1 take
whatever aredmmyderl’luhppmeandmtenm law,
particularly the 1982 UNCLOS and the final and 2016
Arbitral Award,” Daza added.
m{WAm&emﬁudeayamﬂ repoctsﬁ;atd:e
Chinese Coast Guard drove away a Filipino boat whﬂe:ﬁshmg.
in the waters off Ayungin Shoal on January 9.
The incident was repor mﬁaePhﬂxppmeCoast
Januaryt 20 by the Filipin boat's captain LigaAlﬂs,
whomidtheﬂmmeCoastGmrdvsselSZﬂ&at t time
maneuvered towards FFB KEN-KEN at a distance of a]

"maiﬂyﬁﬂﬂyardszmddeployedangldtmﬂmﬂatableb@t
(RHIB).

mmpmsmmwwRIﬂBgesmdto&wF
ﬁdmrmmhawﬂmmmwahered o

d departed Ayungin Shoal. ' 1! _
The CGG hmwmaﬁmmdm%awmeboatwhﬂg_ |

s v“alvessel ﬂ\eBRP&erraMadre shpadded .;s_
TTgDFAxscumenﬂywm foroﬁmalre%oﬂs _
nent agencies, wl*uch would be asis for its dlp‘l%_,r

, former’sstatevmtﬁﬂ(luna

e 5 4 e Ay gl b EP B | LL
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Should forestry remain

Should forestry remain alicensed [)fOfESSiOI‘\?'

a llcensed profession?

However, I am not a lice
‘simply because I did not t

sed and registered forester,
e the forest licensure exam.

NOT . ONTHE “There is a law that regulates the practice of the fo estry
Baay CONTRARY profession. Republic Act 10690, passed in 2015, vihich
peoid repealed RA 6239, stipulates in Section 5 that the follcwing
Tt it £ practices of forestry shall be regulated, and only licensed
PG el : ) foresters can legally perform them:

but I hold a bachelor’s degree in
forestry from the University of the

(a) Different aspects of actual or supervisory activitics or
‘services such as the parametric classification of lands f the
publlc domam and subdlassi ﬁcanpn and capability deter-

-Phlhp??:;s Los BI:J:BOS' and one of my ‘mination of fnre,st fands, inventory of forest or timber and
“mmmy m-ﬁﬂofrmtogsbewﬂiszng’ a) other forest products; reconnaissance and survey of road

polmcal Sﬁen!lst »ContrerasA11

locanons and quarry sites; planning and implementing of
hamﬂngopﬂanonsandUmpenmprowmem scalingand
grading of, and manifesting taxes on logs and derivative
wood. products as well as other forest products prepara-
- tion of designs, plans and specifications of forest products
processing plants; treatment of wood and other forest
products; inspection and investigation of harvesting and
processing plants; preparation, certification or autheatica-
tion, or both, of log and lumber dealers, sawmill operators
and other mill test reports; planning and implementation
of forestnursery afforestation, reforestation, industrizl and
- community-based tree plantation, tree farm and agrofor-
estry farm projects; planning and implementation of forest
parks, wilderness areas, coas aqeas and other protected
area systems development; planning and implementa-
tion of forest protection systems, forest and soil resources
conservation measures; and conduct of environmental risk
 scoping and environmental impact assessment;
(b) The preparation and conduct of feasibility studies

 pertaining to natural forest and plantation forest man-

agement, watershed management, range or grazing land

~ management, wildlife and biodiversity systems manage-

‘ment, wood technology and timber engineering, wood

products manufacturing and marketing managemen’, and
ical or management consultancy;

(c) The conduct of forest experiments, rescarch

and development, training

and extension concerning

forestry, and the teaching of forestry subjects in any

acq‘_ed__lggd college or schoo
(d) Government institut
wherein the principal policy

of forestry; -
ional activities or services
,and'[strategy is forestry, and

the practice of professmnal forestry is essential, such as in

the undertaking, supervision,
‘programs, stations, centers, co

or,a:;hmmst_ranon of studies,

mmunity/provincial/regional

offices, and such other activities or services that, by law,

should be inherently

| by professional forester:;; and

(e) Forestry activities and services required by local
government units, private corporatlons, foundations, rion-

_ government organizations and foreign assisted projects.

“Unfortunately, it is a fact that many of these tasks are no

 longer performed solely by licensed foresters, and much of

the work of foresters are now being done by other piofes-
sionals from allied fields in natural resources manager12nt,

~ environmental science and the social sciences.
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The more fundamental alteration of the professional land-
scape is that the core of the purview of the work of foresters,
which is the regulation and supervision of logging operations,
has now been radically diminished with the Eannfing of log-

' ging from natural forests, and the tight regulation of harvesting
even from plantations. In addition, management planningand
regulation of forest parks, wildemess areas, cdastal areas and -
other protected area systems, and of forest prqzecﬁqn systerns
and forest and soil resources conservation measures, are no
longer confined to forestry but now involve graduates from
other disciplines. The conduct of environmental risk scoping
and environmental impact assessment is no longerlimited to li-

censed foresters, The preparation of feasibility stdies in relation

to forest management and the wood industry is no longer the

sole province_offomstas,_blnnw includes resource economists.

___FEven_inside the Department of Envitonment and — —

Natural Resources (DENR), particularly in the regional,
provincial, and community environment and natural
resource offices, tasks that were previously reserved for
licensed foresters are now performed by DENR officers
who have other professional training aside from forestry.
This was further amplified when the DENR reorganized
to streamline its technical departments a|11d ‘units and
structure them no longer along sectors, where forestry was
| distinct from others, but along functional tasks.

"1t is not entirely clear if the Professiondl Regulatory
Board for Foresters, with the approval of the Professional
Regulatory Commission (PRC), has amended and removed

~ certain tasks defined in RA 10690 to be the jl\]E;sticﬁon of
licensed foresters since the release of its implementing rules
and regulations in 2016. It should be noted that in Section
5, letter ¢ of the law, which is quoted above, the teaching
of forestry subjects, even the conduct of expe:lim_ems, may
only be done by licensed foresters. It is now a fact that
non-licensed foresters but with advanced degﬁes not only
in forestry but in other disciplines such as economics,
environmental science, the social sciences, development
communication, and earth and natural sciences, are now
teaching in colleges that offer degrees in forestry.

‘We thus have a profession whose graduates| are facing a
professional landscape that, by law, are supposed to have

| well-defined niches of work for them to perform, but now

find themselves confronting an uncertain terrain| And yet, we
keep on producing foresters, requiring them to take board ex-
ams, and we still have more than 70 universities and colleges
offering forestry in the country, even as there are now very
limited concerns for them to sign off their licenses, or activi-
ties that are reserved only for them, that would necessitate
a professional franchise affirmed by a PRC license number. .
This is now the time for the Society of Filipino Foresters,
and the various colleges and universities offer;;g forestry
programs, to sit down and begin to re-imagine and plot
their next moves. The options would include reframing
what the forestry profession is all about, as well as once
and for all entertaining the possibility of repealing RA

| 10690, and treat forestry as a profession that would no

longer require a license. Continuing the status h_uf_: is not
a healthy and rational option for forestry gmduaies. the
profession and the discipline, and even the 'cmfl'ntim.
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in the Kalayaan Group of Islands (KGI) in the West

T HE proposed measure aimed at declaring certain areaé'.

Philippine Sea (WPS) as protccted areas is now ready for
transmission to the House plenary «fm' sponsorshlp and debate

{-"'

This was after the House Coni;mlt—'

tee on Natural Resources approved

on Wednesday House Bill No. 6373,

which seeks to declare the area 3-nan-
tical miles (around 10 square kilom-
eters) surrounding the KGI and Scar-
borough Shoal as Marine Protected
Areas (MPA) to protect the country’s
marine resources.

HB 6373 was authored by Palawan
Rep. Edward Hagedorn and sponsored by
CIBAC Party-List Rep. Eddie Villanueva.

This developed as Sen. Risa Hontiveros
expressed hope that President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. will not wish for a compromise
with China on Ayungin Shoal and instead
make a categorical statement on the issue
after fresh reports of Filipino fishermen
being chased away by the Chinese Coast
Guard in the area.

Hontiveros noted that Ayungin Shoal
is part of our Economic Excluswe Zone
(EEZ) “with no compromise.”

“That is an exclusive home to the
Philippines,” she said. “1 hope the Presi-

dent will not surrender one square unit
of our territory.” |

A compromise, she said, can be made
in common areas, but not in the EEZ,

“What compromise is there? Our
national interest is at stake here,”
she emphasized.

Earlier, Hagedorn thanked House
Speaker Martin Romualdez for prior-
itizing the hearing of his proposed bill.

Hagedorn cited in his proposed meas-
ure the Republic Act No. 11038 or the
“Expanded National Integrated Protect-
ed Areas System Act of 2018” and the
Arbitral-Ruling in seeking to declare
the areas as MPA. '

According to the bill, local studies
showed the 3-nautical mile protected
area is preferable as it will give the pro-
tected habitat enough and safe space for
young marine organisms to grow.|

Villanueva said the blll is only for=

- the protection of the marme environ-"'

ment -~ pariicularly in the Kalayian
Islands; which is situated within the
country’s exclusive economic zones

~- and nothing about territorial dis-

putes in the WPS. -

- He said a study by the University of
the Philippinzs-Marine Science lnsti-
tute in 2019 found out thatcoral rec s in

Kalayaan Islands — particularly in the

Fﬁg—asalﬂmul,l’hndalsland and Sabi
na Shoal — vizre damaged by =pparent
illegal activities such as blast fishin:.
The bill is anmpemonahmnm of
proposals fiom local marine experts
to declare ‘he Kalayaan Islands as

'MPAS to protect the coral reefs there-

in, Hagedorn said.

A 2014 study by the Asian Develop-
ment Bank showed that the Kalayaan
Islands comprise 30 percent of the
country’s.total coral reefs and serve as
breeding ground of fishes and marine
species in the country.

“Fishes and. marine life breed in the
coral reefs of Kalayaan Islands and the
eggs and fingerlings are carried by sea
currents to cther parts of the countiv’s

EDITORIAL CARTOON
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'I'he bill will prohibit and p
ertain acts and activities within 1
vaters of the 3-nautical mile area |
y guamntee protection of marine hnfm 3|

Villanueva, however, said it w{r,l/
still allow traditional fishing as it
considered generally harmless to tqe
marme ecosystem. :

~ The bill %tall also create a Kalayaan
.Isla@d Group and Scarborough Shoal

Are Managemen; Ot‘flqe
(KIGSS-PAMO) and a Joint Coﬁ0
gressional Oversight Committee
ensure effective implementation of
the provisions of the proposed meas-
ure. Macon Ramos-Araneta sn{i_

’é’
.‘e’i
29

Maricel V. Cruz.




INITIATIVES
SERVICE

) STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

Malaya

Business Insight -

S

PAGE

UPPER

LOWER

o —
..
PAGE1 BANNER EDITORIAL  CARTOON
STORY STORY
Ak T
P =
DATE

B1]l seeking to protectl'll marine life
in Kalayaan Islands approved

BY WENDELL VIGILIA

THE House committee on natural
resources yesterday approved a
bill which seeks to designate cer-
tain areas in the Kalayaan Islands
Group in the West Philippine Sea
“as marine protected areas.”

The panel chaired by Cavite
Rep. Elpidio Barzaga Jr. approved
House Bill No. 6373 which pro-
hibits and penalizes certain acts
and activities within the waters
of the three-nautical mile area to
guarantee protection of marine
habitat while still allowing tradi-
tional fishing as it is considered

genetally harmless to the marine

ecosystem.
The measure, which was prin-

cipally authotred by Palawan Rep.
Edward Hagedorn and sponsored
by Rep. Eduardo Villanueva (PL,
Cibac), said the three-nautical mile
area (roughly 10 sq. km) protected
area ““is preferable as it will already
give safe and protected habitat
space for young marine organisms
to grow.”

Villanueva stressed that the bill
is only for the protection of the

‘marine environment, particularly in

the Kalayaan Islands, which is situ-
ated within the country’s exclusive
economic zone and has nothing
with the territotial dispute in the
West Philippine Sea in the South
China Sea,

Representatives &om ' different .

government agencies including

|
the Departmen'lt of National of
Defense have expressed full sup-
portt for the proposed law.

Villanueva said a study by the
UP-Marine Scignece Institute in
2019 found that coral reefs in Ka-
layaan Islands, particularly in the
Pag-asa Island, Panata Island, and
Sabina Shoal — were damaged by,
apparently, illegallactivities such as
blast fishing. I

The bill is thus an operation-
alization of proposals from local
marine experts tol declare the Ka-
layaan Islands as marine protected
areas in order to protect the coral
reefs therein, Villanueva said.

The bill will also create a Ka-
layaan Island Grbup land Scar-
borough Shoal Protected Area

|

Management Office and a joint
congressional oversight commit-
tee: to ensure effective implemen-
tation of the provisions of the
proposed measure,

“We acknowledge that there
are tensions relating to territory
clairas in the West Philippine Sea,
However, we cannot afford not to
act because the habitat of marine
life in our waters, which benefit
not only the Philippines burt also
the adjacent countries like China,
Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia and
Bruaei, are being destroyed. We
need to protect the biological

productivity of our Kalzyaan

Islands in order to sustain our
everincreasing demand for marine
produce,” said Villanueva.
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n a few years, China and
Ivlemm will likely be exploit- -

ing the oil and gas resources,
possibly in collaboration under
the aegis of shared benefit from
whatever resources the South
China Sea may offer.

The Philippines will be ex- i
cluded from this bonanza. The (il
Supreme Court ruling declaring unconstitutional the
Joint Seismic Exploration arrangement earlier con-
cluded with Chira and Vietnam excludes us from the
game. At the very least, this leaves our government
very little elbow room to enter into a collaborative
effort with our neighbors. j) 3 His g

Although the results of the Court’s vote was an-
nounced, the actual decision has yet to be released.
Constitutional experts are awaiting the release of the
ruling, aching to study the text closely. The Solicitor
General awaits release of that decision that should
gligger a Motion for Reconsideration. Considerin

e majority of magistrates voting for the ruling,
ﬂﬁslzg%ﬁd bea l?mg shot. gl kil

If the ruling stends, our future prosperity is com-
promised. By some estimates, the natural gas deposits
beneath the South China Sea could be at least aslarge
as what Saudi Arabia has. We direly need that for our
energy needs—anc therefore our economy’s progress.

I have talked to a few lawyers who have aninkling
about what led to the Supreme Court’s possibly su-
premely disastrous ruling. They point out two pos-
sible infirmities in the decision. | ¢

The first involves collapsing “sovereignty”” and
“sovereign rights” into one and the same concept.
Sovereignty is a ferniliar concept. Sove reigr ts is
a phrase that occuts only inm?tﬁg language
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UN
an ill-defined ‘concept. But it is certainly
inferior to sovereign?:.e

By the terms of the UNCLOS, the]
enjoys sovereignty over its internal -
fined by the archipelagic doctrine an
baselines law. We do not have sovereign
the 200-mile exclusive economic zong, W
have are sovereign rights. One is not the
Only merchants of jingoism conflate sow
and severeign rights. i

While China is & signatory to the UNCL
are not inclined to be‘bound by whatever hai
ting 'we might wani«:o engage in over the distinction
between sovereignty and sovereign rights. _
The second in%nunity involves tﬁe‘ dgfli..lrﬁﬁon of our

itorial waters. Scme of the possible exploration

i

y

ie in our exclusive economic nic zone
territorial waters as defined by the Ti
ell as _by our Baselines Law that we

ossible exploration sites lie
sive econcmic zone. They are

dier foreign policy delineated for
Hon benefit” of countries surrounding this sea.
ver resources they hold will be shd;red by the

a
poa@tial

ous countries.
[Fthese areas are beyrond our territorial vJaters, then
they are beyond the woverage of our conlLstituti%l

inhibitions. Our Constitution covers only areas ove:

whigh the Philippine state exercises sovereignty.”
";_'.___ Supreme Cmn,, rl‘nﬂg overe | j i P yii g
constitutional restrictions over areas outside our base-

"hat strikes a non-lawyer like me as patently

. “Obsolete ¥
President Marcos Jr. clarifies that his administra-
tion is not seeking the privatization of the assets of the
NATA. What is possible, he says, is cutting a service
contract for the management of air services so that the
facility could accommodate more flights. }
That begs the question: How many more flights
can we accommodate with the limited runway space
of the NAIA? ik far
As air travel booms, how many more flights wﬂl
we need to accommodate in the near future? How
many can be accommodated without compr ising
passenger safety (and sanity)? W
- Itseems to me that thinking in terms of increasing
plane movements in this congested airport is like
moving chairs around the deck of the Titanic as it
sinks. It does not address the most basic fact about
this facility: it is utterly obsolete. '
_ Iamold enough to remember Hong Kong's old Kai
Tak airport where planes had to navigate perilously
between high rise condominium buildings. The last
British governor-general of Hong Kong, rather than
surmhtfer the territory’s funds to China upon the
colony’s turnover, decided it was best to invest in

building a new airport. Beijing frowned on the idea.
On hindsi 1at was the best decision ever made
u Kong's continued prosperity in the

: six runways and a terminal that can
randle millions of passengers a year. :

~ The new airport facility being built by San Miguel
will be a complete air hub, with enough space for
aircraft servicing and a high-tech industrial zone that
could hest $200 billion in manufacturing investments.
It will be served by a rail link (LRT-7) as well as an

Imwa s s s /
ex?rhe NlarﬂA is the outcome of an unsolicited
proposal submitted by San Miguel that had to go
through many years in the bureaucratic wringer.
Given the inherent (and incurable) limits of the
NAIA, the NMIA is testimony to the far-sightedness
of the private sector eompared to the short-sight-
B & vears, the NMIA Wil be servicsable: 6
imnra Iew ve e A
i et NAIA cannot offer —
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"EYES WIDE OPEN

IRIS GONZALES

. e blkml-clad
. conservationists |
| and climate change |

here they were, a bunch of 14-

to 18-year-old kids protest- |

L ing outside a capitol building

in Negros Occidental to oppose a
' 300—mega.‘watt coal-fired power
t, says Joshua Villalobos, now

20 f the Youth for Climate Hope.
And then there’s an eye doctor,
mﬁmes'clad in her different bi-
inis — Dr. Frances Yap —~who keeps
local, communities informed on a

&

damaging reclamation project in Dumaguete- -

Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte also has'a’ story

to tell: She shared the city’s gender-responsive te

initiatives, which included an urban agriculture m
.« that generated green livelihoods for more than 13, 000
" women while Makati Mayor Abby Binay affirmed the
‘erucial role of women as environmental advocates “that
lead the charge to protect our planet.”

These and more are real stories and not some propa-
ganda or some small and flee ssion projects w
we could all learn from. o e h;&:h

Iheard these real life experiences of Fxbpmo lomrs
-and conservationists at the ”Explorer Encounters: Move-
ments, Creating Tomorrow,” arecent event organized by
The Masungi Georeserve Foundation.

The different individuals shared their different stories
on how they are addressing this thing called d;mate
eme,l?ncy
Supported by the government of Canada thro
Canada Fund for Local Initiatives, the event ga‘gtered
these explorers and conservationists to share their trans-
formational ideas and to connect with inspiring
The indefatigable Colin Townson, head of political affairs
of the etmbas%of Canadain the Phl]lppmes, mpmsented
the embassy that night.

It was an honor to be there in that room and hear the
experiences of individuals who are charting the path

for tomrmvw
ext-ﬁymthemom was almost tanglble You feelit
in the air — the passion and determination and the
sense of community to help address one of the blggest
pmbler:ts in our lifetime today — climate change.
Call to action

Toa jamﬁ cruwd at Kondwi in Poblaaon, ﬁve
presenters s their inspiring campaigns.

"From a bunch of 14- to 18-year-olds g out-
side the ‘capitol, we are now hére working with adults

and experts to stir the - enégy scenario of an island with
five million residents to the right direction,” said the
young Joshua Villalobos.

Josefa-Carifio Tauli, a member of the Global Youth
BlOleEI’Slty Network steering committee and an
Igorot indigenous youth, emphasized thg
protection of indigenous tribes as a key elementmgzl)-
tecting environmental spaces.
She talked about the importance of including indig-
enous communities in dialogues in forming ways to

strengthen sustainable biodiversity.
“In all our actions, we must welcome diverse voices

and diverse visions becaise only th
U] o e L

~ indigenous peoples, local mmnmmhes, of of
PWDs, to enrich the actions that we do on m
no matter what field we are in,” she said.

people.

But it was Dumaguete’s Dr. Frances Yap of Oceans 6

- whobrought the house down with her stories on how she

and her
the said reclamation projéct in Dumaguete —
wearing a bikini!

In the mornings, before her daily swim, she we ::ld
post her bikini-clad photos to accompany her rally
nouncements —anything to raise awareness on the issue.

It wasn't really to flaunt her bodacious body but to
really show the community how reclamation projects
can the ocean.

Yap and five other women formed Ocean 6 and accom-
plished the tremendous feat of swimming six kilomeiers
across Tafion Strait to raise awareness on ocean protection.
; iang, managing trustee of the Masungi
e Foundation, for he: part, captured the nigh s

group embarked on creative campaigns against
including

call to action is simple:. We ask you to stay vigi-

Iant and to stand by us. Big challenges like this give us

the to make monumental es for our

country. Sofort}nswemustbe'rmteﬁzlmdmtbltter \\e
have to be more determined then ever and not hopeless.”
~These stories and actions aren’t enough to address

chmate c:hange of course but for sure, these are major

steps toward a better tomorrow. .

We should also erte our ovmisimilar stories - big or
small - of how we can help acidress this climate emer-
gency that :shappemng around us. '

. The story of M,mungl

May we find inspirationin the story of Masungi itse f,

a piece of paradise somewherein the Sierra Madre moun-

tain range. Itis a 00115&7 area and rustic hmqu‘one
lanﬁca tucked in the rainforasts of Rizal.-
Here,

\hldﬁfeand l&nt species abound and the air s
still fresh and crisp. 1’53 acommunity rich with heritage
and life but threatened by modern-day developments.
The group behind it is the Masungi Georeserve Foun-
dab.on,.,a non-profit organization which is doing what it
>fight threats against the area~ from land grabbin;;
rying to urban development.
.. By néed all the support twecangwe Kudos to
" Metro Manila mayors Joy Belmonte (Quezon City), Ma:-
celino Teodoro (Marikina), Vico Sotto (Pasig) and Jaime
Fresnedi (thtmlupa) whoam supporting Masungi by call-

ing for the cancellation of quarzy g agreements within the
Upper Marikina Wate d the ingi Georeserve.

There's really somuch.work to do with so little time
as we deal with the'climate emerg ency that is happening

all around us today.
It is not Fnough to listen to stories but as I said, we
mist write our own too and do our part in creating -
better tomorrow for us, our children and our children’s
children.

As Joshua of the Youth for Climate Hope said, the

best time fc;f significant climate action was 20 years ago.
"Am:l the second best tlme is now. 4
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BY cums‘rmn cnow mnu#m\'

| HE Bureau of Carrectlons said pn Wednesday
char s-:__am alfuspem:kﬂﬂ_

. BuC g& 1 Bantag for the
alleged annmalous construction of P300 million

worth of fauhtles in four prtmggal Pemlentl:arles

3BuCor Officer in Charge Gre- ‘and Cofrecuunal Insmnﬁﬁ ﬁ‘éﬁ!" R ' ngin atele
gorio Catapang Jr. saldhemﬂmp ~Women in M C!‘ty ! B '
the Anti- Momﬂaaﬂdering'@oun— b “-‘Icéay we mli bo‘bavmg a. T
il (AMLC) to trace the disburse- meeting with the AMLC and we ﬁnancial msagiom il
ment of the P1 billion fund that - will ask them how 10 go about Cat:
Eﬁnmg used to construct facﬁmes' . & €

1a ‘Mina Oro Development
Corp. inside the New Bilibic| Pris-
“on (NBP) compound in Muntin-
~lupa City. The Department of En-
ang said the filing of vironment and Natural Resources
gainst Bantag will be - earlier dlassified the operation as

eased even the “We have to docur el Caﬁpaﬁg aid Bantag orclered
'shed, said  properly so | that youlclige $ufﬁ- the digging in searchyof the (abled

31.'-'

= = ﬁg_tgjmd a ce Yamashita treasure, a cache of gold
: ylm,‘;he €] - supposedly buried by the Japanese
Cata e cbnstru ~ Imperial 1 the Philippines

‘projects in feﬁrpenal facil; mes “-during Wor at 2, following
were only 60 percem; finished, the order Geaserai Tomoyuki
however, peo;ﬂé'sclose to Bantag '*Yamas;mw known as “The Tiger
claimed they were 95 percent - of Malaya.”
: an ntag was earlier tagzed by
The BuCor is also planning : the Department of Justice 2 one
 to file illegal qu (hmgékﬁfme alleged masterminds in the
ﬂiﬁ”ﬂ‘ﬁn&g ﬂlg unautﬁbrf murder of radio commernitator
by Percy Lapid.
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CCC, First Gen to help
LGUs tap PSF

BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
Y @jonlmayuga

THB Climate Change Commis-
sion (CCC) and First Gen Corp.
(Pirst Gen) will work together
to support local government units
(LGUs) in mainstreaming climate
change action and accessing the Peo-
ple’s Survival Fund (PSF).

CCC Vice Chairperson and Ex-
ecutive Director (VCED) Robert E.A.
Borje and First Gen President and

COO Prancis Giles B, Puno formalized

the partnership with the signing of a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
last January 24 at the Eugenio Lopez
Center in Antipolo, Rizal.

Carol Kay Paguera, CCC Chief-of-
Staff; Shirley H. Cruz, Vice President,
and Chief-of-Staff; Ricky A. Caran-
dang, Vice President for Corporate
Communications; and Ramon Arane-
T3 Vice‘President:for External Affairs

and Security of First Gen witnessed
the event.

Following the MOA signing, seed-
lings of Narra, Ipil, Banuyo, and Supa
trees were planted at the BINHI Ar-
boretum to kick off the partnership,
which is expected to benefit Maria

Aurora, Aurora; Pantabangan and

Carrangalan in Nueva Ecija; Alfonso
Castaneda, Nueva Vizcaya; Lobo,
Batangas; Caramoanand Garchitorena
in Camarines Sur; Baungon, Impasug-
ong, Libqné. Manolo Fortich, and
Talakag in Bukidnon; and Jabonga in
Agusan del Norte.

The partnership will help LGUs in
terms of enhancing their Local Cli-
mate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs)
including updated climate and djsas-
ter risk assessments and greenhouse

. gas inventory, and developing PSE|

project proposals.
AsofJanuary19,1,3990utof1,715
LGUs (81.57 percent) have submitted

regenerative future simply means that
wecannotdoitalone. ngningan agree-
ment with the Climate Change Com-
mission is ‘completely aligned with
what our company is trying tu; do, in
addressing an important challenge
that’s ahead of us—climate change,”
Puno said. ; i

The CCC and First Gen will also
strengthen initiatives that involve
key stakeholders to promote sj;ence—
and evidence-based risk assessment
and sustain climate-smartleadership
and governance among the target
beneficiaries.

“At the end of the day, we have
to safeguard our national interests,
which for us means, ‘Buhay, kabu-
hayan, atkinabukasan an'g naka taya.'
That’s all we have to plan for, but it
takes more than a village to do this.
Weneed towork very closely tog:ethe !r,
and this partnershipis key to making
that happen,” Borje added.

their LCCAFs to the CCC. Through
partnerships and capacity-building
initiatives, :he Commission hopes
to achieve 100 percent compliance
by 2024.

This collaboration forms part of
both the CC( and First Gen's shared
advocacy for strengtheninglocal com-
munities’ resilience to climate change
and its impacts.

“Our LGUs, down to the baran-
gays, are at the frontlines of climate
change and its impacts. They need
all the help they can get to have a
fighting charce, but they also need
transformztion. We don't want
them to just adapt, we want them to
thrive and grow, and this particula:
agreement—-through formulation of
eLCCAPsand capacitatingthem toac
cess the PSF-—will exactly do that,
Borje said ir| a statement.

“Our mission of forging collabora
tive pathways for a decarbonized and
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SH A R E D A D V O C A C Y Climate Change Commission Vice Chairman and Executive Director Robert 3orje and First Gen Corp,

President and Chief Operating Officer Francis Giles Puno lead the ceremonial signing of the memofmdum of agreement to help the local government

units in implementing their climate change mitigation and adaptation pmgrami on Tuesday, Jan.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

4,

2023, at the Eugenio Lopez Center in Antipolo, Hizal.

Climate change action plans of LGUs get boost

THE Climate Change Commission
(CCC) and power generation firm
First Gen Corp. have signed a deal
to help the local government units
(LGUs) in implementing their
climate change mitigation and
adaptation programs.

'CCC Vice Chairman and Ex-

ecutive Director Robert Borje and

First Gen President and Chief
Operating Officer Prancis Giles
Puno led the ceremonial signing
of the memorandum of agreement
(MoA) at the Eugenio Lopez Cen-
ter in Antipolo, Rizal on Tuesday.
In a statement sent to reporters
on Wednesday, the CCC said the
MoA will capacitate the LGUs to
mainstream climate change adap-
tation into national development
and gain access to the People’s Sur-
vival Fund (PSE), an annual fund
for the implementation of climate
change adaptation projects.

- “The pattnership aims to capaci-
tate representatives from Maria
‘Aurora, Aurora; Pantabangan and
Carrangalan in Nueva Ecija; Al-
fonso Castaneda, Nueva Vizcaya;
Lobo, Batangas; Caramoan and

Garchitorena in Camarines Sur; -

Baungen, Impasug-ong, Libona,
Manolo Fortich ‘and Talakag in
Bukidnon; and Jabonga in Agusan
del Norte,” the CCC said.

The deal also aims to enhance
Local Climate Change Action
Plans (LCCAPs), including up-
dated climate and disaster risk

‘assessments and greenhouse gas

inventory and developing PSF
project proposals.

“This collaboration forms part
of both 'the CCC and First Gen's
shared advocacy for strengthening
local communities’ resilience to
cdlimate change and its impacts,”
the CCC said.

As of January 19, the CCC said
that around 81.57 percent or 1,399
out of 1,715 LGUSs have submitted
their LCCAPS to the commission.

The CCC expressed optimism
that through partnerships and
capacity-building initiatives, the
LGUs" “100 peércent compliance”
is attainable by 2024.

“Our'LGUs, down to the baran-

all the help they can get to have a
fighting chance, but they also need
transformation,” Borje said.

© “We don't want them to just

" adapt, we want them to thrive and

grow, and this particular agree-
ment — through the formulation
of LCCAPs and capacitating them

“to access the PSF — will exactly do

gay, ate at the frontlines of climate -

change and its impacts. They need

that,” he added. | ,

Puno, for his part, said the sign-
ing of MoA with CCC is in line
with First Gen's ljm‘nmitmem to
address climate change.

“Our mission of forging collab-
orative pathways for a decarbon-
ized and regenerative futtre simply
means that we cannot do it alone,”
Puno said. paeg

“Signing an agrcement w1th
the Climate Change Commission
is completely aligned with what
our company is trving to do, in
addressing an important chal-
lenge that's ahead of us — climate
change,” he ‘added|

Under the MoA, the CCC and
First'Gen will also strengthen
initiatives that involve key stake-
holders to promote science- and

eviclence-based rtisk assessment
and sustain climate-smart ! --‘der-
ship and governance among the

targ2 beneficiaries.

“/ the'end of the day, we have
to safeguard our national inter-
ests, which for us means, Fuhay,

kab thayan, at kinabulkasan ang
nakaraya” (Lives, livelihood, and
the future areat stake), " Borje said.

“That's all we have to plan for,
but it ‘takes more than a v /lage
to do this, We need to worl very
closely together, and this pariner

ship 'is key to making that hap-
pen,” he added.

Following the MoA signing,
seedlings of narra, ipil) banuyo
and supa trees were plantéd at the
Binhi Arboretum to kickoff Lhe
partnership.

" The'CCC was formed under
RepublicAct 9729 or the “Climate
Change Act” signed on Oct. 23,

2008.
Meanwhile,' according to its
website, First Gen is one o the
leading providers of clean and re-
new:zble power in'the Philippines
CATHERINE S. VALENTE
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 CLIMATE CHANGE: ONE OF THE MAJOR PROBLEMS GO,

. FRONTING PEOPLE ACROSSTHEWORLD. |

‘WITHOUT doubt, the climate change issue is ac-
knowledged to be one of the major problems con-
'f‘ronti'ng”iibople across the world, including pov-
erty-stricken Philippines. s

- This is understandable because the damage
brought about by natural disasters “cannot bring
back what we have lost in terms of lives, liveli-
hoods, assets and opportunities.” N

* And to think that the billions of pesos in losses
could have been used to finance various health
and social welfare programs for the beleaguered
Filipino people. SR
! e share the view of Senate Presiden: Pro
Tempore Loren Legarda, a certified environmen-
talist, that “a whole of nation alp roach” is vital
in addressing the worsening o%al crisis.

Legarda pointed out that the Philippines is
among the vulnerable countries that is entitled
to financial support through the 2015 Paris
Agreement on the effects of climate change.

It is also a beneficiary under the global (Green
Climate Fund created to serve the Paris Agree-
ment and the Kyoto Protocol that aims to provide
funding for climate mitigaton and adaptation of
developing nations. | ,

Just like the post-war reparations, the highly-
articulate lady senator said that these financial
grants “helg get us on an appropriate develop-
ment track. e | 41

Climate finance, she said, is needed to build
defenses, safeguard Filipinos from climate im-

acts and shift the economy and society towards
ow-carbon development and growth.

" And with so many people now in the grip of
misery because of typhoons; floods and prolcnged
droughts, ignoring the adverse effects of natural

- disasters is unconscionable.
_ Dapat tayéni lahat ay magtulong-tulong psra i-
- address ang climate change. : L8l
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Water woes fix pressed

Q@fdo said the dwindling supply of water
will be augmented once the P12. 2-billion New

Centennial Water Supply PrOJect becomes

. operational

_mem 1
Department of Water because (water) is a big pmblem. Look '

at the Kaliwa Dam, until now it has not been finished — it

Ihasn’t been completed by two administrations,” Quevedo
“said in an interview with Straight Talk on Tuesday, an

online show of the Daily Tribune.

“But ‘during this administration, maybe I can tell !
you that it (construction) will roll and I think maybe. .

by 2027 (the dam will be ready),” he added.

Quevedo said the dwindling supply of water will
be ented once the P12.2billion New Centennial
Water Supply Project becomes operational. And with
a De
regulated, he added.

“Thi Ene that actually ensures the prouswn of

ment of Water in place, supply wﬂl be better -

water throughout Metro Manila is the Métrepolita n
Waterworks and Sewerage System, but it’s having a

hard time seeing what our water has become,” he gaid.
“We can get water from Kaliwa Dam now bec aus
the problem is that our water only ecomes from \n ga
then the Laguna De bay, the water in Laguna De B
isa preblem the cleaning of the water in Lag:ma De

. Bay is abig prohlem he added.

Kaliwa Dam is a 60-meter-high concrete gravity dam
on the Kaliwa River that will b.aye a reservoir surfac
area of 291 hectares. It is regarded as the :,elutn n
to an expected water shortage in Metro Manila and
nearby provinces.

It will have a maximum gross reservoir volume of
57 million ‘cubic meters and & discharge capacity of
600 million liters a day.

To date, around 32 bills had been filed in the House
of Repregentatives to' create a department that will

oversee all water-related issues.

The: bills-are pending before the committee on
government. reorganization, The proposed measures

seek to create an “umbrella department” that integrates

all stages of water resource management
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ad freatmen’

in full Swing;
ce 150 lllil for the south

West Zone concessionaire: Smwefmmfor m ﬁ m.mm -
Maynilad Water Services, .mmﬂﬂmiﬂlmm > QBNE s J
Inc. (Maynilad) aims to pro- in the south. ‘o exira supply so some of  do. The Poblacion WTF is
duce 50 million litersperday ~ “Our production of 300  our cu rs experience  oart of Maynilad’s Php2.0-
(MLD) of additional water MLD is stretched o meetthe . service disruption. The addi-  bliion service enhancerrnt’
ly by December mmntmqtﬂ&ﬁlenﬁsﬁfaur tional outout that we will get 'urugrwnfrsm:?.m&togt“?'
i - customers in the south. mﬂmeg‘abiamonw}?wﬂl that is focused on promot-

y Hence, whenever exireme  help to address that” said rig enhanced water 5.5
conditions necessitate re- Maynilad Chief Operating  inabiity and climate recl-
. duced production, there is  Officer Randolph T. Estrella- . ency. .

onal by
ﬂteﬁtﬁtha!fafZMAH?usfaal@
will have the capacity to pro- |
duce 150 MLD of potable wa-
ter for the southem portion of
Maymtfd’scggcessionama
particularly Parafaque, Las
PimsMumﬂ;Jpaandém

Q« ment piants in Puta-




