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A town mayor in Bohol is asking the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to stop a neighboring
municipality from extracting water in
their jurisdiction.

In a letter to DENR Secretary Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga, Sevilla Mayor Juliet Dano
sought to stop a P95-million water project
of the Balilihan local government unit
(LGU) in the town.

II As indicated in its water permit, LGU
Balilihan should be extracting water from
Bugwak Spring in Sto. Nino in Balilihan,
but the truth is th y have been extracting
water from Bugwak Spring in Magsaysay,

R asked
Sevilla contrary to their approved water
permit," Dano said.

He said "utmost attention and imme-
diate action" are needed, noting that the
project is a violation of DENRn:~gulations.

Dano filed a similar petition before
the National Water Resources Board
(NWRB).

"The ctual (water) diversion point
is located in Magsaysay, Se ·ilIa as evi-
denced bX the installations made by the
DPWH ~Department of 'Public Works
and Hig ways)-Bohol first E~ngineering
district," ano said in her peti non before
the NW B. - Romina Cabrera
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Parang, Angono, Baranqay 778, 877, 878, 879, at 881 Corporate Communicators
Batingan at Mahabang Pa- sa Manila, Barangay Sta. DepartmentHeadng Manila
rang sa Binangonan, Bara- Lucia sa Pasig City, at B· Water.
ngay765,767,775,790,791, rangaySan Isidrosa Cainta, "Withthis, we conlinueto
796, at 798 sa Lungsod ng Rizal,kasamarinsa iskedy I encourageour customersto

SA pagpasok ng bagong 790,791,796,at798saLung- Maynila,atBarangayBagong na seserbisyuhan ng kom- availoftheseservceswh>n
taon 2023, ipagpapatuloy sod ng Maynila, Barangay 1109sa Pasiglungsod,baba- panya. scheduled, to not ncur ad-
ng Manila Water ang ka- 8agong 1I0gsa Pasig City, likanmuli ng ManilaWater. AngpagpapalinisngmgCi ded cost to their fa er b '
nilang pangako sa pag- BarangayBatinganat Maha- Sa buwan ng Marso, ba- septictanktuwinglimahang.. dagdagpa niya
bibigay ng libreng waste- bangParangsa Binangonan balikangdesludgingcaravan gangpitongtaonay mahala- Kung nais mal man a 19
water services sa mga cus- al Barangay Mahabang sa parehong barangay sa ga, hindi lamangpara sa reo tiyak na petsa ng pagbislta
tomer nito, dahil inanun- Parang.sa Angono, Riza!. Maynila, Barangay Bagong gular na pagpapanatili nc ng desludging caravan ,a
syo nito ang iskedyul ng Para sa buwan ng Peb- 1I0gsa Pasig City, Tandang septictank, kundipati na rir iyong mga barangay maaa
buwanang desludging ca- rero,angdesludgingcaravan Sora at Krus na Ligas sa parasapangangalagangka- ring makipag-ugnayan a Ig
ravan nito parasa 1stquar- ay iikot sa Barangay Mag- QuezonCityat bibisitarin sa paligiranat ng komunidad mga customer sa kanl- a-
ter ng 2023. tanggol at Tabacalera sa Barangay UP Campus. Sa "From January to Sep- nilangbarangayC( ~rcil 0 sa

NgayongEnero,ang mga munisipalidadng Pateros,at mga customersa Barangay tember 2022, we have si- pamamagitanng agtavrg
serbisyong desludging ng Tandang Sora at Krus na Martirezdel 96 at SantoRo- phoned more than 84,00 sa Manila Water onsu
ManilaWateray magsisimu- Ligas sa Quezon City. Sa

sario-Kanluran sa Pateros, septic tanks in our service DeskHotline1627lasa Barangay765,767,775, mgaresidentengMahabang_____________ ~ ~....:B:.:a;;;ra:.:n~g~a!..:.ys::....;,,:76:..:4~,~7.::.69~,~7.:.7:..6,~area. Th s year, we aim to
ramp up our desludging Kung nais n''lYo
caravan and hit our goal malaman ang TAMANG

IMPORMASYON,
of desludging more than TAMANGSERBISYOni
100,000septic tanks,which AGARANG SERBISYO
is crucialInensuringthat the LADY,i-search sa
collectedused water will be .YOUruBE CHA EL,
properlyt eatedthroughMa- 'HILDA ONG' sa
nilaWatersseptagetreatment Facebook Fanpage 'TV
plants before it is released RADIO HILDA C G'.
backto bodiesof water.This Huwag kalim an
equatesto reductioninpublic i-click ang sali 9
health risk, and water potu- 'SUBSCRIBE', LIKE"
tion,"ayonkayDitti.e:..::G::::.al::::.an:.::g~,._~==at=·=S===:;;;;;;:;;;;;;~
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House panel OK' ill
protecting areas qf \
'West P~ilippine~ea'

By Beatriz Marie D. Cruz

A PHILIPPINE House of Representatives com-
mittee on Wednesday approved a bill that
seeks to declare parts of the Spratly Islands
and Scarborough Shoal in the South C~ina Sea
protected zones.

The House committee on natural resources
endorsed House Bill 6373, which seeks tq protect
the three nautical miles around the KalaYaan
group of islands and Scarborough ShoaL,

These areas are within the Southeast tsian
nation's exclusive economic zone, which \t calls
the West Philippine Sea.

. The measure bans fishing, dumping 0 toxic
chemicals and littering in these areas. Pe pie are
also barred from introducing exotic speci sand
installing structures or enclosures.

The bill will also set up a Kalayaan Isl nd
Group and Scarborough Shoal protected~rea
Management Board and a management ffice.
It will also create a joint oversight commi tee,
composed of congressmen.

Party-list Rep. Eduardo C. Villanueva, ho
sponsored the measure, cited a 2019 study by
the University of the Philippines Marine Science

,Institute that found coral reefs in the Kalayaan
islands, particularly Thitu Island, l.ankiarn'Cay and
Sabina Shoal were damaged by illegal activities
such as blast fishing.

"The coral reefs in Kalayaan islands serve as
breeding ground for fishes," he told the hearing
on Wednesday. "The same reefs becomelhe
source of fingerlings and larvae, which ar carried
away by sea currents to coral reefs in oth r parts
of the country."

"The disruption of coral reefs in Kalay Ian is
land group and Scarborough Shoal will a verse y
impact fish production in the country:'

. Mr. Villanueva said the bill only seeks 0 pro-
tect marine resources and has nothing to 0 wi~h
the Philippines sea dispute with China.

China's alleged encroachment and poac ing,
construction of artificial islands in areas of t sea
within the Philippines ex-
clusive economic zone has
allegedly damaged marine
species and their habitats.

A 2016 ruling by a
United Nations-backed
arbitration court voided
China's claim to more
than 80% of the waterway
based on a 1940s map.

Read the full story by
~anning the QRcode
or by typilJ!j link

<bit.ly/West 80126 >



~~m.=" IT] D D D D D
~;MUNICATlON IUQ," PAGEl BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY STORY

INITIATIVES PAGE LOWER

SERVICE '~2-23~

TITLE: PAGE DATE

House panel OKs bill ~~Iaring
parts of WPS 'protected area~'

rounding the islands ofKIG Be said that a study by
and Scarborough Shoal to .the~UP-MarineScienceInsti-
protect the country's rna- . tu in 2019found that coral
rine resources in the area. ree in Kalayaan Islands -

According to the bill, as pal,ticularly in Pag-asa Is-
per local studies, the three- Ian", Panata Island,and Sa-
nautical miles area (rough> bina Shoal - were already
ly ten square kilometers) damaged by, apparently, il-
protectecfarea is preferable legal activitiessuch as blast
as it will already give" safe fishing. The bill is thus an
and protected habitat operafionalizationof propos-
space for young marine _aIs fromlocalmarineexperts
organisms to grow." to declare the Kalayaan Is-

Villanueva said he em- ~ asMPAs toprotectthe
phasizes that the bill is only corr! reefs therein.
for protecting the marine ~2014studYbYtheAsian
environment - particularly Deelopment Bank (ADB)
in the Kalayaan Islands - sh wed that the Kalayaan
which is situated within the Isl$ds comprise3O'Yo of the
country's exclusive eco- coJntry'stofulcoraireefsand
nomic zones (EEZs) and serveasthebreedinggrotn'ldS
"nothing about territorial for andmarinespecies in
disputes" in WPS.s' the country.

By RYAN PONCE
PACPACO

THE House committee on
natural resources on
Wednesday approved
House Bill (HB) No. 6373,
which designates certain
areas in the Kalayaan Is-
lands Group (KIG) in the
West Philippine Sea (WPS)
as marine "protectedareas."

HB 6373, authored by
Palawan Representative
Edward Hagedorn and
sponsored by CmAC Par-
ty-List Rep. Bro. Eddie C.
Villanueva,aims to declare
as "Marine Protected Ar-
eas" (MPA) the area three-
nautical miles (around ten
square kilometers area) sur-
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area is part of the country's exclusive economic zone and
continental shelf.

It's easy for them. to say so, but is it safe for the fishermen to
actually do so?

We have naval defense and maritime security provided by
the Navy and the Coast Guard, respectively, but both have not
stopped the harassment by intrusive foreign vessels, mainly
Chinese, of local fishermen within our territorial waters.

PN and PCG vessels seem tobe always seem to be out of sight
or far away every time fishermen encounter hostile foreign
ships during them away from traditional fishing areas within
our maritime waters.

Like proverbial cops responding to a crime scene, Navy ad
. Coast units always arrive too late -long after the incident
happened and the hostile parties have left the scene.

"Ayungin Shoal is part of the exclusive economic zone and
continental shelf of the Philippines. The Philippines is entitled
to exercise sovereign rights and jurisdiction in the area, without
anyinterventionfromanothercountry,"DepartmentofForeign
Affairs Spokesperson Ma. Teresita Daza ~d.

"Filipino fishermen are free to exercise their rights and take
whatever they are due under Philippine and international law,
particularly the 1982UNCLOS and the final and binding 2016
Arbitral Award," Daza added.

TheDFAissued the statement Tuesday amid reports that the
Chinese Coast Guard drove away a Filipino boat while fishing
in the waters off Ayungin Shoal on January 9.

The incident was reported to the Philippine Coast Guard on
Januaryt 20 by the Filipino fishing boat's captain Lito Al-os,
who said the Chinese Coast Guard vessel 5204 at that time
maneuvered towards FFBKEN-KEN at a distance of approXI-
mately 800 yards and deployed a rigid hull inflatable boat
(RHIB).

TheCCG personnel onboard the RHIB gestured to the Filipi-
no fishermen to leave the area, FFBKEN-KEN altered course
and departed Ayungin Shoal.

The CCG, however, continued to shadow the boat while
underway to Boxall Reef, the boat captain said.

The government has established a permanent presence in
Ayungin Shoal in 1995with the actively commissioned Philip-
pine naval vessel, the BRP Sierra Madre, she added.

The DFA iscurrently waiting for official reports from relevant
gove ent agencies, which would be the basis for its diplo-
matic action on the incident. I

D3za said the DFA monitors any developments in the West
Philippine Sea, especially following the discussions between

. President Marcos and Chinese President XiJinping during the
former's state visit to China. .
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Should forestry remain
a licensed profession?

NOT ONTHE
CONTRARY
ANTONIOfONTRERAS

many
people
know
t his,
but I hold a bachelor's degree in
forestry from the University of the
Philippines Los Banos, and one of my
master's degrees is in forestry. Forestry
was my discipline prior to becoming a
political scientist.>ContrerasA 11

Should forestry remain
a licensed ~rofession?

However, I am not a lice sed and registered forester,
simply because I did not ta e the forest licensure exam.

.There is a law that regulate the practice of the fo .estry
profession. Republic Act 10 90, passed in 2015, which
repealed RA6239, stipulates i Section 5 that the following
practices of forestry shall be regulated, and only licensed
foresters can legally perform them:

(a) Different aspects of actual or supervisory activities or
services such as the parametric classification oflands of the
public domain and subclassification and capability deter-
mination of forest lands; inventory of forest or timber and
other forest products; reconnaissance and survey of road
locations and quarry sites; planning and implementing of
harvesting operations and timber improvement; scaling and
grading of, and manifesting axes on logs and derivative
wood products as well as other forest products prepara-
tion of designs, plans and specifications of forest products
processing plants; treatmenft of wood and other forest
products; inspection and in estigation of harvesting and
processing plants; preparatio ,certification or authe atica-
tion, or both, of log and lum er dealers, sawmill operators
and other mill test reports; panning and implementation

· of forest nursery, afforestatio ,reforestation, industrial and
community-based tree plan tion, tree farm and agrofor-
estryfarm projects; planning nd implementation offorest
parks, wilderness areas, coas I areas and other protected
area systems development; planning and implementa-
tion of forest protection syst rns, forest and soil resources
conservation measures; and conduct of environmental risk
scoping and environmental iFpact assessment;

· (b) The preparation and ;nduct of feasibility studies
pertaining to ,natural forest and plantation for~st. man-
agement, watershed manag ent, range or grazing land

· management, wildlife and b~odiversity systems ma nage-
ment, wood technology and timber engineering, wood
products manufacturing and farketing managemen; and
technical or management co sultancy;

.(c) The conduct of for si experiments, research
and development, training and extension concerning
forestry, and the teaching f forestry subjects in any
accredited college or schoo of forestry;

(d) Government institu .onal activities or services
wherein the principal policy and strategy is forestry and
the practice of professional f, restry is essential, such as in
the undertaking, supervision, or administration of studies,
programs, stations, centers.community/provincial/regional
offices, and such other activities or services that, b r law,
should be inherently exercisedby professional foresters:and

(e) Forestry activities and services required by local
government units, private corporations, foundations, non-
government organizations and foreign assisted projects.

- .. Unfortunately, it is a fact that many of these tasks are no
longer performed solely by licensed foresters, and much of
the work of foresters are now being done by other profes-
sionals from allied fields in natural resources manager-rent,
environmental science and e social sciences.

v , •
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The more fundamental alteration of the p fessionalland-
scape is that the core of the purview of the work of foresters,
which is.the regulationand supervisionoflo ingoperations,
has now been radicallydiminished with the anning of log-
gingfrom natural forests,and the tight regulati n of'harvesting
evenfrom plantations.In addition, manageme t planning and
regulation of forest parks, wildemess areas,o astal areas and .
other protected area systems,and of forestpr tection systems
and forest and soil resourcesconservation m sures, are no
longer confined to forestrybut now involve ~duates from
other disciplines.The conduct of environmen~ risk scoping
and environmentalimpactassessmentisno Ion erlimitedto li-
censedforesters.Thepreparationoffeasibilitys diesin relation

. to forestmanagement and the wood industry is no longer the
soleprovinceofforesters,but now includesresoJce economists.

--+ -:-~Ev.e.n inside the Deparffltent of EnvJo~Il~Il~(e~II••L~a"'n,k--------
Natural Resources (DENR), particularly in the regional,
provincial, and community environmen and natural
resource offices, tasks that were previousl reserved for
licensed foresters are now performed by ENR officers
who have other professional training aside om forestry.
Thiswas further amplified when the DEN reorganized
to streamline its technical departments a d units and
structure them no' longer along sectors, wher forestry was
distinct from others, but along functional t sks.
. It is not entirely clear if the Profession I Regulatory

Board for Foresters, with the approval of th Professional
RegulatoryCommission (PRC),has amended d removed
certain tasks defined in RA10690 to be the j risdiction of
licensed foresters since the releaseof its imple enting rules
and regulations in 2016. It should be noted at in Section
5, letter c of the law, which is quoted above'fthe teaching
of forestry subjects, even the conduct of expe .ments, may
only be done by licensed foresters. It is no a fact that
non-licensed foresters but with advanced de~ees not only
in forestry but in other disciplines such a~economics,
environmental science, the social sciences, evelopment
communication, and earth and natural scien es, are now
teaching in colleges that offer degrees in fores~.

We thus have a profession whose graduates are {acinga
professional landscape that, by law, are supp sed to have
well-defined niches of work for them to perfi~' but now
find themselvesconfronting an uncertain terrain And yet,we
keep on producing foresters,requiring them to eboard ex-
ams, and we still have more than 70universities nd colleges
offering forestry in the country, even as there e now very
limited concerns for them to sign off their licensp, or a.ctivi-
ties that are reserved only for them, that would necessitate
a professional franchise affirmed by a PRClicense number.

This is now the time for the Societyof Filipino Foresters,
and the various colleges and universities offering fore try
programs, to sit down and begin to re-imagige and plot
their next moves. The options would includel reframing
what the forestry profession is all about, as WIll as once
and for all entertaining the possibility of re~~aling RA
10690, and treat forestry as a profession that would no
longer require a license. Continuing the status quo is not
a healthy and rational option for forestry graduates, the
profession and the discipline, and even the co ntry,
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THE proposed measure aimed at declaring certain areas
in the Kalayaan Group of Islands (KGI) in the West
Philippine Sea (WPS) as protected areas is now ready for

transmission to the House plenary for sponsorship and debat~.

This was after the House Commit-
tee on Natural Resources approved
on Wednesday House Bill No. 6373,
which seeks to declare the area 3-nau-
tical miles (around 10 square kilom-
eters) surrounding the KGI and Scar-
borough Shoal as Marine Protected
Areas (MPA) to protect the country's
marine resources.
HE 6373 was authored by Palawan

Rep. EdwardHagedorn and sponsoredby
CIBACParty-ListRep.EddieVillanueva.
This developedas Sen.RisaHontiveros

expressed hope that President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.will notwish for a compromise
with China onAyungin Shoaland instead
make a categorical statementon the issue
after fresh reports of Filipino fishermen
being chased away by the Chinese Coast
Guard in the area.
Hontiveros noted that Ayungin Shoal

is part of our Economic Exclusive Zone
(EEZ) "with no compromise."

"That is an exclusive home to the
Philippines," she said. "I hope the Presi-
dent will not surrender one square unit
of our territory."
A compromise, she said, can be made

in common areas, but not in the EEZ.
"What compromise is there? Our

national interest is at stake here,"
she emphasized.
Earlier, Hagedorn thanked House

Speaker Martin Romualdez for prior-
itizing the hearing of his proposed bill.
. Hagedorn cited in his proposed meas-
.ure the Republic Act No. 11038or the
"Expanded National Integrated Protect-
ed Areas System Act of 2018" and the
Arbitral Ruling in seeking to declare
the areas as MPA.
According to the bill, local studies

showed the 3-nautical mile protected
area is preferable as it will give the pro-
tected habitat enough and safe space for
young marine organisms to grow.

Villanueva said the bill is only for
the protection of the marine e VI n-
ment -- particularly in the ala an
Islands; whlch is situated ithi he
country's exclusive econo ic z es
.-- and noth lng about territorial dis-
putes in the WPS.
He said a study by the n ersit of

the Philippines-Marine Scie ce I . ti-
tute in 2019j(lund out that co 1ree in
Kalayaan Is] nds - particulai y if he
Pag-asa Isl d, Panata Island nd S. bi-
na Shoal - vere damaged by appa 'ent
illegal activi ties such as blast ishi g.
The bill i an operationalizatio of

proposals f om local marin x ts
to declare the Kalayaan Is and as
MPAs to protect the coral reefs th re-
in, Hagedor n said.
A 2014 s11dy by the Asian Deve op-

ment Bank howed that the la aan
Islands comprise 30 perce t of he
country's.to al coral reefs an e as
breeding ground of fishes and ma, ine
species in the country.
"Fishes and.marine life breed in the

coral reefs of Kalayaan Islands and ihe
eggs and fin gerlings are carrie by ea
currents to other parts of the count's

...
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seascapes where they thrive, grow, arid
are eventually caught by fishermen,"
the CIBAC solon said in his sponsor-
ship speech.

"Coral reefs are the breeding grou~d
or the "nursery" of marine life. If reefs
are destroyed, we nip marine life at its
bud. Thus, to allow the destruction of
the coral reefs in Kalayaan Islands W~l
adversely impact fish production in t e
country and in several adjacent cou -
tries," Villanueva said.

The bill will prohibit and penalize
certain acts and activities within die
waters of the 3-nautical mile area ~o .
guarantee protection of marine habit~t.

Villanueva, however, said it will-
still allow traditional fishing as it is.'
considered generally harmless to the .
marine ecosystem.

The bill will also create a Kalayaan
Island Group and Scarborough Shoal
Protected Area Management Office
(KIGSS-PAMO) and a Joint Con-
gressional Oversight Committee to
ensure effective implementation of
the provisions of the proposed meas-
ure. Macon Ramos-Araneta and
Maricel V. Cruz
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Bill seeking to protectimarine life
in Kalavaan Islands approved

BY WENDELL VIGIUA

THE House committee on natural
resources yesterday approved a
bill which seeks to designate cer-
tain areas in the Kalayaan Islands
Group in the West Philippine Sea
"as marine protected areas."
The panel chaired by Cavite

Rep.Elpidio BarzagaJr. approved
House Bill No. 6373 which pro-
hibits and penalizes certain acts
and activities within the waters
of the three-nautical mile area to
guarantee protection of marine
habitat while still allowing tradi-
tional fishing as it is considered
ge~SJ:~l~~~~~:~? the marine
ecosystem.
The measure, which was prin-

cipally authored by Palawan Rep.
Edward Hagedorn and sponsored
by Rep. Eduardo Villanueva (PL,
Cibac),said the three-nauticalmile
area (roughly 10 sq. km) protected
area "is preferable as it willalready
give safe and protected habitat
space for youngmarine organisms
to grow."
Villanueva stressed that the bill

is only for the protection of the
marineenvironment,particularlyin
the KalayaanIslands,which is situ-
ated within the country's exclusive
economic zone and has nothing
with the territorial dispute in the
West Philippine Sea in the South
China Sea.
Representatives from different

government agencies including

the Department of National of
Defense have expressed full sup-
port for the proposed law.
Villanueva said a study by the

UP-Marine Science Institute in
2019 found that coral reefs in Ka-
layaan Islands, particularly in the
Pag-asa Island, Panata Island, and
Sabina Shoal - ere damaged by,
apparendy,illegalactivitiessuch as
blast fishing.
The bill is thus an operation-

alization of proposals from local
marine experts to declare the Ka-
layaanIslands asmarine protected
areas in order to protect the coral
reefs therein, Villanuevasaid.
The bill will al 0 create a Ka-

layaan Island Gr up and Scar-
borough Shoal rotected Area

Management Office and a joint
congressional oversight commit-
tee to ensure effective implemen-
tation of the provisions of the
proposed measure.
"'We acknowledge that there

are tensions relating to territory
claims in the West Philippine Sea.
However,we cannot afford not to
act because the habitat of marine
life in our waters, which benefit
not only the Philippines but also
the adjacent countries like China,
Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysiland
Brunei, are being destroyed. We
need to protect the biological
productivity of our Kalayaan
Islands in order to sustain our
ever- increasing demand for IT arine
produce," saidVillanueva.
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n a few years, China and
Vietnam wii.llikely be exploit-
ing the oil and gas resources,'

possibly in coJ.laboration under
the aegis of shared benefit from
whatever resources the South
China Sea may offer.

The Philippines will be ex-
cluded from this bonanza. The
Supreme Court ruling declaring unconstitutional the
Joint Seismic Exploration arrangement earlier con-
cluded with China and Vietnam excludes tis from the
game. At the very least, this leaves our government
very little elbow room to enter into a collaborative
effort with our neighbors.

Although the results of the Court's vote was an-
nounced, the actual decision has yet to be released.
Constitutional experts are awaiting the release of the
ruling, aching to study the text closely. The Solicitor
General awaits release of that decision that should
tr 19ger a Motion for Reconsideration. Considering
the large majority of magistrates voting for the ruling,
this could be a lcng shot.

If the ruling stands, our future prosperity is com-
promised. By SOIIlI~estimates, the natural gas deposits
beneath the South China Sea could be "t least as large
as what Saudi Arabia has. We direly need that for our
energy needs - and therefore our economy's progress.

I have talked to a few lawyers who have an inkling
about what led to the Supreme Court's possibly su-
premely disastrous ruling. They point out two pos-
sible infirmities in the decision.

The first involves collapsing "sovereignty" and
"sovereign rights" into one and the same concept.
Sovereignty is a familiar concept. Sovereign rights is
a phrase that occurs only in the language of the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). It is
an ill-defined concept. But it is certainly something
inferior to sovereignty.

By the terms of the UNCLOS, the Philippines
enjoys sovereignty over its internal waters de-
fined by the archipelagic doctrine and our own
baselines law. We do not have sovereignty over
the ZOO-mile exclusive economic zone. What we
have are sovereign rights. One is not the other. I

Only merchants of jingoism conflate sovereignty
and sovereign rights.

While China is Cl signatory to the UNCLOS, they
are n it inclined to be bound by whatever hair-split-
ting~ !(' might want-eo engage in over th) distinction
betw 'en sovereignty and sovereign rights.

n second infirmity involves the definition of our
territ, irial waters. Some of the possible exploration
sites lie in our exclusive economic zone but beyond
our tl ';torial waters as defined by the Treaty of Paris
as well as by our Baselines Law that we: submitted
to the uN.

w r possible exploration sites lie beyond any-
nes exclusive econcmic zone. They are ~ that area
u~~arlier foreign policy delineated fOf potential

'common benefit" of countries surrounding this sea.
ver resources they hold will be shared by the
uous countries.
ese areas are beyond our territorial waters, then

they are beyond the ~:overage of our constitutional
inhibitions. Our Constitution covers only areas over
which the Philippine state exercises sovereignty.

The' Supreme Court ruling overextends, applying
onalrestricti ons over areas outside our base-

~t strikes a non-lawyer like me a~ patently
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President Marcos Jr. clarifies that his administra-

tion is not seeking the privatization of the assets of the
NAJA. What IS possible, he says, is cutting a service
contract for the management of air services so that the
facility could accommodate more flights.

That begs the question: How many more flights
can we accommodate with the limited runway space
of the NAIA?

As air travel booms, how many more flights will
we need to accommodate in the near future? How
many can be accommodated without compromising
passenger safety (and sanity)?

It seems to me that thinking in terms of increasing
plane movements in this congested airport is like
moving chairs around the deck of the Titanic as it
sinks. It does not address the most basic fact about
this facility: it is utterly obsolete.

I am old enough to remember Hong Kong's old Kai
Tak airport where planes had to navigate perilously
between high rise condominium buildings. The last
British governor-general of Hong Kong, rather than
surrender the territory's funds to China upon the
colony's turnover, decided it was best to invest in
building a.new airport. Beijing frowned on the idea.
On hindsight, that was the best decision ever made • '.
to ensure Hong Kong's continued prosperity in the
age of jet travel.

Fortunately, we have an option in the New Manila
International Airport (NMIA) currently rising from
the marshes in nearby Bulacan. The new airport will
have at least six runways and a terminal that can
handle millions of passengers a year.

The new airport facility being built by San Miguel
will be a complete air hub, with enough space for
aircraft servicing and a high-tech industrial zone that,
could host $200 billion in manufacturing investments.
It will be served by a rail link (LRT-7) as well as an
expressway.

The NMIA is the outcome of an unsolicited
proposal submitted by San Miguel that had to go
through many years in the bureaucratic wringer.
Given the inherent (and incurable) limits of the
NAIA, the NMIAis testimony to the far-sightedness
of the private sector compared to the short-sight-
edness of our bureaucracy. .

In a few years, the NMIA will be serviceable. It
will offer lower rates that the NAIA cannot offer -
especially if it will need a service contract to manage
flights. This is a gift to the nation.

*'
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EYES WIDE OPEN
IRIS GONZALES

•
Of bikini-clad

conservationists
and climate change

There they were, a bunch of 14-
to l8-year-old kids protest-
ing outside a capitol building

in Negros Occidental to oppose a
300-megawatt coal-fired power
plant, says Joshua Villalobos, now
20, of the Youth for Climate Hope.

And then there's an eye doctor,
sometimes clad in her different bi-
kinis - Dr. Frances Yap - who keeps
local communities informed on a
damaging reclamation project in Durnaguete.

Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte also has a story
to tell. She shared the city's gender-responsive climate
initiatives, which included an urban agriculture program
that generated green livelihoods for more than 13,000
women while Makati Mayor Abby Binay affirmed the
crucial role of women as environmental advocates "that
lead the charge to protect our planet."

These and more are real stories and not some propa-
ganda or some small and fleeting passion projects which
we could allleam from.

I heard these real life experiences of Filipino explorers
and conservationists at the "Explorer Encounters: Move-
ments, Creating Tomorrow," a recent event organized by
The Masungi Georeserve Foundation.

The different individuals shared their different stories
on how they are addressing this thing called climate
emergency.

Supported by the government of Canada through the
Canada Fund for Local Initiatives, the event gathered
these explorers and conservationists to share their trans-
formational ideas and to connect with inspiring people.
The indefatigable Colin Townson, head of political affairs
of the embassy of Canada in the Philippines, represented
the embassy that night.

It was an honor to be there in that room and hear the
experiences of individuals who are charting the path
for tomorrow.

The energy in the room was almost tangible. You feel it
in the air - the passion and determination and the strong
sense of community to help address one of the biggest
probleII?s'in our lifetime today - climate change.

Call to action
To a jam-packed crowd at Kondwi in Poblacion, five

presenters shared their inspiring campaigns.
"From a bunch of 14- to l8-year-olds protesting out':

side the capitol, we are now here working with adults
and experts to stir the energy scenario of an island with
five million residents to the right direction," said the
young Joshua Villalobos.

[osefa-Caririo Tauli, a member of the Global Youth
Biodiversity Network steering committee and an Ibaloi-
Kankanaey Igorot indigenous youth, emphasized the
protection of indigenous tribes as a key element in pro-
tecting environmental spaces.

She talked about the importance of including indig-
enous communities in dialogues in forming ways to
strengthen sustainable biodiversity.

"In all our actions, we must welcome diverse voices

and diverse Yi~ionsbecaugg onl th n lYe top nll~i
p . ~ and 1earn /rom the voices of youth, from
indigenous peoples, local communities, of women, of
PWDs, to enrich the actions that we do on the ground
no matter what field we are in " she sa1..,·d"-!..~ _

But it was Durnaguete's Dr. Frances Yap 0 a s 6
who brought the house down with her stories on ho he
and her group embarked <?nl~-eative campai~ a inst
the said reclamation project In Durnaguete - inclu ng
wearing a bikini!

In ~e mornings, before her daily swim, she w uld
post he bikini-clad photos to accompany her ral~) -
nounce ents - anything to raise awareness on the 1 .Ie.

It wasn't really to flaunt her bodacious body bi t to
really s~\Ow the community how reclamation pro -ts
can harm the ocean.

Yap and five other women formed Ocean 6 ar-d acco -
plished the tremendous feat of swimming six kilome~ers
across Tafion Strait to raise awareness on ocean prot on.

Ann Durnaliang, managin g trustee of the Ma gi
Georeserve Foundation, for her part, captured the night's
message. .

"Our call to action is simple. We ask you to stay gt-
lant and to stand by us. Big challenges like this give us
the opportunity to make monumental change . for ur
country. So for this we must be grateful and not bitter, We
have to be more determined than ever and not h ipele "

These stories and actions aren't enough to address
climate change of course but for sure, these are major
steps toward a better tomorrow. . . .

We should also write our own similar stones - big or
small - of how we can help address this climate e er-
gency that is happening all around us.

The story of Masungi
May we find inspiration in t~f' story of Masun ri I :f,

a piece of ~aradise somewh~re Ul the Sierra ~ad!t. 0)1-
tain rangEj. It is a conservation ar-ea and rustic lirr e t ne
landscape tucked in the rainforests of Rizal. .

Here, wildlife and plant species ~bo~d ~d the cur s
still fresh and crisp. It's a community nch WIth hentage
and life but threatened by modern-day develop n n .

The grQup behind it is the Masungi Georeser Fou-
dation, a non-profit organization which is doin what t
can to fight threats against the area - from land gr b g
to quarrying to urban development,

. They need all the support that we can give. d
Metro Manila mayors Joy Belmonte (Quezon G J)'
celino Teodoro (Marikina), Vico Sotto (Pasig) an [airne
Fresnedi (Muntinlupa)who are supporting Masungi by
ing for the cancellatio of u . g agreeme~ts within th
Upper Marikina Watershed and the Masungi Ceoreserve.

There's really so much work to do with so little time
as we deal with the climate emerg-E·ncythat is happening
all around us today.

It is not enough to listen to stcries but as I said, we
must write our own too and do our part in ere ting a
better tomorrow for us, our children and our children' 5
children.

As Joshua of the Youth for Climate Hope said, the
best time fo significant climate action was 20 yea sago.

"And the second best time is now."
* . *

v, •

Email: eyesgonzales@gmail.com. Follow her on tter
eyesgonzales. Column archives at E esWideOpen on FB



~~

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
ANO

-_.-- •••; lNITIATIVr,S

_ M SI'.RVICI'.--
TIllE:

'UCl)e, 3Jill.atd'ht .¢~' '
"

~

[i«O 0 0 0
"prEll PAGE I SANNER EOITOlIlAl CIIRIOON

D STORY STORY

LOwn

'1- 2 -23
rllGE DATE

3BuCor Officer in Charge Gre-
gorio Catapang II. said he will tap
the Anti-Money Laundering Coun-
cil (AMLC) to trace the disburse-
ment of the PI billion fund that
Bantag used to construct facilities'
in Iwahig Prison and Penal Farm
in Palawan, Davao Prison and
Penal Fa~m, Leyte Regional Farm,

vs Ba
BY CHRISTIAN CROW MAGHANOY

EEBureau of Corrections said on Wednesday
it will file plunder charges against suspended
BuCor director general Gerald Bantag for the

alleged anomalous construction of P300 million
worth of facilities in four provincial penitentiaries.

'and Correctional Institution for
Women in Mandaluyong City.

"Today we will be having a
meeting with the AMLC and we

.will ask them how to go about
this because we already have the
evidence that indeed, about P300
million was released even if the
project is not yet finished," said

Catapang in a television interview.
He added he would reuest the

scrutiny of Bantag and his family s
financial transactions.

Catapang said the filing of
charges against Bantag will be
done by Friday or next week.

"We have to document these
properly so that1you have suffi-
cient evidence to file a case against
him, " he said.

Catapang said the construction
projects in the four penal facilities
were only 60 percent finished,
however, people close to Bantag
claimed they were 95 percent
completed.

The BuCor is also planning
to file illegal quarrying charges
against Bantag f1 the unauthor-
ized excavations ~'fecuted by Agua

Tie a Mina Oro Development
Cor . inside the New Bilibi I Pris-
on ,NBP) compound in M ntin-
lupa City. The Department "En-
vir nment and Natur. : Resc rces
earlier classified the operation as
illegal quarrying.

Catapang said Bantag cered
the digging in search of the fabled
Yamashita treasure, a cache of gold
sup posedly buried by .he Ia anese
Imperial Army in the Phili pines
during World Wa' "-, foIl »wing
the order of Genera Torno ki
Yan;ashita, known as "The Tiger
of hlaya."

B ntag was earlier tagged by
the Department of Justice ~s one
of the alleged mastermind the
murder of radio comme «ator
Percy Lapid.
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CCC, First Gen to help
LGUs tap PSF r

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

~ @jonlmayuga

THE Climate Change Commis-
sion (CCC)and First Gen Corp.
(First Gen) will work together

to support local government units
(LGUs) in mainstreaming climate
change action and accessing the Peo-
ple's Survival Fund (PSF).

CCC Vice Chairperson and Ex-
ecutive Director (VCED) Robert E.A.
Borje and First Gen President and
COO Francis Giles B.Puno formalized
the partnership with the signing of a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
last January 24 at the Eugenio Lopez
Center in Antipolo, Rizal.

Carol Kay Paquera, CCCChief-of-
Staff; Shirley H. Cruz, Vice President,
and Chief-of-Staff; Ricky A. Caran-
dang, Vice President for Corporate
Communications; and Ramon Arane-
ta, Vice President for ExternalAff~irs

and Security of First Gen witnessed
the event.

Following the MOA signing, seed-
lings of Narra, Ipil, Banuyo, and Supa
trees were planted at the BINd Ar-
boretum to kick off the partner hip,
which is expected to benefit aria
Aurora, Aurora; Pantabangan and
CarrangaLm in Nueva Ecija; Alfonso
Castaneda, Nueva Vizcaya; Lobo,
Batangas; Caramoanand Garchitdrena
in Camarines Sur; Baungon, Impasug-
ong, Libona, Manolo Fortich, and
Talakag in Bukidnon; and Jabonga in
Agusan del Norte.

The partnership will help LGfS in
terms of enhancing their Local Cli-
mate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs)
including updated climate and disas-
ter risk assessments and greenh10use
gas inventory, and developing PSF
project proposals.

AsofJanuary19,l,3990utofl,715
tLGUs (81.57 percent) have submitted

regenerative future simply mer I s that
wecannotdoitalone. Signing a agree-
ment with the Climate Chang Com-
mission is completely aligne~ with
what our company is trying t do, in
addressing an important ch llenge
that's ahead of us-climate c ange,"
Puno said.

The CCC and First Gen will also
strengthen initiatives that ihvolve
key stakeholders to promote sJience-
and evidence-based risk assessment
and sustain climate-smart lead~rship

Iand governance among the target
beneficiaries. I

"At the end of the day, we have
to safeguard our national int

1
rests,

which for us means, 'Buhay, kabu-
hayan, at kinabukasan ang nak taya.'
That's all we have to plan for, but it
takes more than a village to ~ this.
Weneed to work very closely together,
and this partnership is key to making
that happen," Borje added.

their LCCAFs to the CCe. Through
par tnersh ips and capacity-building
initiatives, ·:he Commission hopes
to achieve J 00 percent compliance
by 2024.

This collaboration forms part of
both the cce and First Gen's shared
advocacy for 5trengtheninglocalcom-
munities' resilience to climate change
and its impacts.

"Our LGU.5,down to the baran-
gays, are at the frontlines of climate
change and its impacts. They need
all the help they can get to have a
fighting chance, but they also need
transforma.tion. We don't want
them to just adapt, we want them to
thrive and grow, and this particular
agreement--through formulation of
eLCCAPsand capacitating them to ac-
cess the PSF--will exactly do that,
Borje said ir:. a statement.

"Our mission of forging collabora-
tive pathway s for a decarbonized and
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SHARE 0 A 0 V 0 CAe Y Climate Change Commission ViceChairman and Executive Director Robert l~luje and First Gen Corp.
President and Chief Operating Officer Francis Giles Puno lead the ceremonial signing of the memorandum of agreement to help the local gove nme
units in implementing their climate change mitigation and adaptation programs on Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2023, at the Eugenio Lopez Center in An ipolo izal.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Climate change action plans of LGUsqet b 0' t
ruE Climate Change Commission
(CCC) and power generation firm
First Gen Corp. have signed a deal
to help the local governtnent units
(LGUs) in implementing their
climate change mitigation and
adaptation programs.

CCC Vice Chairman and Ex-
ecutive Director Robert Borje and
First Gen President and Chief
Operating Officer Francis Giles
Puno led the ceremonial signing
of the memorandum of agreement
(MoA) at the Eugenio Lopez Cen-
ter in Antipolo, Rizal on Tuesday.

In a statement sent to reporters
on Wednesday, the CCC said the
MoA will capacitate the LGUs to
mainstream climate change adap-
tation into national development
and gain access to the People's Sur-
vival Fund (PSF), an annual fund
for the implementation of climate
change adaptation projects.

"Thepartnership aims to capaci-
tate representatives from Maria
Aurora, Aurora; Pantabangan and
Carrangalan in Nueva Ecija; Al-
fonso Castaneda, Nueva Vizcaya;
Lobo, Batangas; Caramoan and

Garchitorena in Camarines Sur;
Baungon, Impasug-ong, Libona,
Manolo Fortich and Talakag in
Bukidnon; and Jabonga in Agusan
del Norte," the CCC said.

The deal also aims to enhance
Local Climate Change' Action
Plans (LCCAPs), including up-
dated climate and disaster risk
assessments and greenhouse gas
inventory and developing PSF
project proposals.

"This collaboration forms part
of both the CCC and First Gens
shared advocacy for.strengthening
local communities' resilience to
climate change and its impacts,"
the CCC said. '

As of January 19, the CCC said
that around 81.57 percent or 1,399
out of 1,715 LGUs have submitted
their LCCAPsto the commission.

The CCC expressed optimism
that through partnerships and
capacity-building initiatives, the
LGUs' "100 percent compliance"
is attainable by 2024.

"Our LGUs, down to the baran-
gay, are at the frontlines of climate
change and its impacts. They need

all the help they can get to have a
fighting chance, b~t they also need
transformation, n ~orje said.
. "We don't want them to just
adapt, we want th m to thrive and
grow, and this particular agree-
ment - through the formulation
of LCCAPsand capacitating them
to access the PSF- will exactly do
that, " he added.

Puno, for his part, said the sign-
ing of MoA with CCC is in line
with First Cen's ommitment to
address climate change.

"Our mission of forging collab-
orative pathways for a decarbon-
ized and regenerative future simply
means that we cannot do it alone,"
Puna said. J '

"Signing an a reement with
the ClimateChange Commission
is completely aligned with what
our company is trying to do, in
addressing an important chal-
lenge that's ahead ?f us - climate
change," he added,

Under the MoA the CCC and
First Gen will al 0 strengthen
initiatives that involve key stake-
holders to promote science- and

evidence-based risk asses lent
and sustain climate-smart le der-
ship and governance amo the
target beneficiaries.

"J t the end of the day, w 'rave
to safeguard our nat anal ter-
ests, which for us means, ] hay,
kabahayan, at kinsbukeset ang
nak,Itaya' (Lives, live ihood nd
the uture are at stake), Borj aid.

" hat's all we have to pI for,
but L takes more 1 n a age
to do this. We need tv wor very
closely together, and this p: ner-
ship is key to making tha ap-
pen, H he added.

Following the MoA signing,
seedlings of narra, ipil: banuyo
and supa trees were planted a the
Binhi Arboretum to kicko f the
partnership.

The CCC was for-red r der
Reprlblic Act 9729 or tl e Me: ate
Change Act" signed on Oc 23,
2009.

Meanwhile, according tits
website, First Gen IS one ( the
leading providers of clean a c. re-
newahle power in the Philip res.

CATHERINE S. VAL TE
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, CLIMATE CHA~GE: ONE OFTHE AJOR PROQLEMS CIN-'
FRONTING PEOPLE ACROSSTH WORLD·

WITHOUT doubt,' the climate change iss~e is ~c-
knowledged to be one of the major problems con-
froJ;lting:people a.c~os~the ~orld" including pov-
erty-strtcken Philippines. '

This is understandable because the damage
brought about by natural disasters "cannot bring
back what we have lost in terms of lives, liveli-
hoods, assets and -opport.uni ties ,"

And to think that the billions of pesos in losses
could have been used to finance various health
and social welfare programs for the beleaguered
Filipino people.

We share the view of Senate President Pro
Tempore Loren Legarda, a certified environ:men-
talist, that "a whole of nation approach" is vital
in addressing the worsening global crisis.

Legarda pointed out that the Philippines is
among the vulnerable countries that is entitled
to financial support through the 2015 Paris
Agreement on the effects of climate change.

It is also. a beneficiary under the global }reen
Climate Fund created to serve the Paris Agree-
ment and the Kyoto Protocol that aims to provide
funding for climate mitigaton and adaptation of
developing nations.'

Ju~t like the post-war rep~rations, 'the highly-
articulate lady senator said that these financial
grants "help get us on an appropriate develop-
ment track."

Climate finance, she said, is needed to burld
defenses, safeguard Filipinos from climate im-
pacts and shift the economy and society towards
low-carbon development and growth.

And with so many people now in the grip of
misery because of typhoons, floods and prolonged
droughts, ignoring the adverse effects of natural
disasters is unconscionable.

Dapat tayong lahat ay magtulong-tulong paata i-
address ang climate change. .

I
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CLIMATE CHANGE: ONE OFTHE MAJO PROBLEMS CON-
FRONTING PEOPLE ACROSS THE WORLD
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Water woe
fix pressed

. BY MARIA ROMERO
@tribunephCmbr

Government Corporate Counsel
Rogelio Quevedo has presser, the
creation of a Department ofW~er to
solve the country's recurring potable
water supply insufficiency.

"1 think we should really have a
Tum to pale A6

,

Water woes fix pressed
water threughout Metro Manila is the Metropolitan
Waterworfs and Sewerage System, but it's having a
hard time seeing what our water has become" he said

"We can get water from Kaliwa Dam no~ becam:~
the problem is that our water only comes from Angat,
~hen the Laguna De bay, the water in Laguna :Je Bay
IS a prob~m, the cleaning of the water in Laguna De
Bay is a ~~gproblem," he added.

Department ofWa1erbecause (water) is a bigproblem.Look Kaliwa ~am i~ a 60-mete~-hi:~hconcrete gravity dam
at the Kaliwa Dam, until now it has not been finished _ it on the Kahwa RIver that WIllLave a reservoir surta e
hasn't been completed by two administrations," Quevedo area of 291 hectares. It is regarded as the solution
said in an interview with Straight Talk on Tuesday, an to an expected water shorta e in Metro Manila and
online show of the Daily Tribune. ' nearby provinces.

"But d.uring this administration, maybe 1 can tell It will have a maximum gross reservoir volume of
you that It (construction) will roll and I think maybe 57 million cubic meters and a discharge capacity of
by 2027 (the dam will be ready)," he added. 600 million liters a day.

Q1}evedosaid the dwindling supply of water will .Todat~, around 32 bills had been flIed in the House
be augmented once the P12.2-billion New Centennial of Repre entatives to create a department that will
Water Supply Project becomes operational. And with oversee a 1water-related iSSUEi's" t

a Department of Water in place, supply will be better The bi Is are pending bef.[)re the committee on
regulated, he added. government reorganization. 'Ihe proposed measures

"The one that actually ensures the provision of seek to cr ate an "umbrella department" that integrates
, ~~ -,-,-- -=a.::::ll-=s~ta:g:'..:esof~te_r_r_es_ourcemanagement.

Q\.teyedo said the dwindling supply ef water
will be augmented once the P12.2-billion New '
Centennial Water Supply Project becomes
operational

From pale t



~~s"mG" [IJ D D D D D
~;MUNICATION 0' PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY STORY

INITIATIVES PAGE LOWER J)j-2 3
SERVICE

TITlE: PAGE DATE

West Zone concessionaire
Maynilad Water Services,
Inc. (Maynilad) aims to pro-
duce 50 million liters per day
(MLO) of additional water
supply by December 2023
as initial output of its treat-

. ment plant that is currently
being constructed inPobla·
cion, Muntinlupa.

Construction of the new
Poblacion Water Treatment
Plant (WTP)-which will be
Maynilad's third facility to tap
Laguna Lake as an altema-
tive raw water source to theAn-
gat Dam-is now 53% com-
plete. Once fully operational by
the first half of 2024. this facility
will have the capacity to pro-
duce 150 MLD of potable wa-
ter for the southem portion of
Maynilad's concession area,
particularly Paranaque, Las
Pinas, Muntinlupa. and Cavite.

At present, Maynilad has
two treatment plants in Puta-
.taJ:l, .MuntinlLlpa. .that rP~ide

300-M LD of water supply for
around 1.7 million customers
in the south.

"Our production of 300
MLD is stretched to meet the
current requirements of our
customers in the south.
Hence, whenever extreme
conditions necessltate reo
duced production, there is

no extra supply so some 01
our. customers experience
service disruption. The addi-
tional output that we will get
from the Poblacion WTP will
help to address that," said
Maynilad Chief Operating
Officer andolph T. Estrella-

~~~~~~~~---------~
aD. 'The Poblacion \/IlrP IS

art of Maynilad's Php220-
illion service enhancem ~'1t
rogram from 2023 to 2C27

that is focused on promot-
19 enhanced water S 5-

I ,inability and cli te r 1-
~ncy.


