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| BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Philippines, through the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR),
will pursue the development of
resilient, inclusive and sustainable
communities, post-pandemic as it
prepares its portfolio of environ-
mental projects for consideration
under the 8th funding replenish-
ment of the Global Eavironment
Facility (GEF-8).

~ pines is allocated over $52 million
(roughly P2.83 billion) in funding
support, the country’s largest al-
location to date.

Of the $52 million, bulk or
$45.51 million will be for biodiver-
sity while $5.45 million will be for
climate change and the remaining
$1.8 million for land degradation,t
the GEF website said.
~ “The healthy planet, healthy
people framework, as the heart
of the overall global GEF-8 at-

- ch:tegmmlphaslzﬁﬁ the critical

“the environment — thus the im-
. portance of urgent environmental
. threats reduction and pmtéct’ion of
our natural resources to improve
human well-being (cannot be
overemphasized),” Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga, DENR Secretary

* " PH eyes $52M fund
for climate resilience

The DENR said the Philip- -
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said, during a multi-stakeholder
dialogue last week.

Loyzaga said the Phl.hppmes
shall work with the GEF in
strengthening national commit-
ments and institutionalizing
capacities to translate these com-

mitmenfs to meaningful actions to
support sustainable development.
“The DENR said under GEF-8,
member countries are encouraged
o' move more of their program-
ming through 11 integrated pro-
grams including food systems;

See PH> Page A2

o

' conservation for development.

~ernment agencies, 1o
,m:ntunitu éevelﬁpm

landscape restoration; clean and

net-zero, nature-positive accelerator;
sustainable cities; greening infra-
structure development, and wildlife

'Projects under GEF-8 will then
be implemented by nauom.l gov-

PRE S

organizations, scientific institu-

E—

healthy ocean; citcular solutions to  tions and academe and other
plastic pollution; elimination of haz-  stakeholders during the four-year
ardous chemicals from supply chains; ~ cycle covering 2023 to 2026.

The DENR also said GEF-
funded projects are expected to

achieve a wider scale and impact

to harness their resources and

and enhance tesilience.

realign private sector capital to-
empowering local communities

capacities to protect livelihoods,
uplift socio-economic conditions
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By Ma’rieio S. Ramos

@MariejoRamosiNQ

‘With the recently conclud-

ed World Economic Forum
(WEF) in Davos, Switzerland,
Southeast Asian countries are
racing against time to adapt
to the climate crisis, as sci-
entists point to unplanned
' development projects in meg-
acities’ rapidly urbanizing
coastlines.

‘Joo-Ok Lee, head of the
Asia-Pacific agenda of the
WEF  executive committee,

noted that Asean member
states “are suffering other cli-

mate-related changes, typical-
ly in the form of unseasonably
heavy rains causing flooding,
and this situation can only de-

teriorate.”

“Por Indonesia and the
Philippines, with their large

archipelagos and many island
dwellers, theprospect of ris-
ing sea levels is devastating,”

wrote Lee in a WEF article on

Jan. 16.

Just last year, the Intergoyv-
ernmental Panel on Climate
€Change (IPCC) report warned
that the region “will witness

‘increased losses in coastal set-

tlements and infrastructure
due to flooding caused by un-
avoidable sea-level rise.”

Significant barriers to cli-
mate adaptation in Asia in-
clude fragmented, reactive
inadequate evi-
dence on which actions to pri-
oritize and how to sequence
them, and lack of finances,
said the IPCC. -

. Massive reclamation

In the Philippines and
Thailand, scientists warned
that . massive reclamation
could worsen the impacts of
extreme sea level rise (ESLR)
in vulnerable communities.

Metro Manila is in a

low-lying area facing the sea.

and is embracing two river
systems, making it prone to
flooding and disasters. %

Some of the coastal ar-

" eas of Manila are extren'lﬁ',t:l_:y

low-lying, particularly Cama-
nava, a populous subregion
of component cities Caloo-
can, Malabon, Navotas and.
Valenzuela.|

Massive reclamation proj-
ects cannot only uproot man-
grove forests and destroy the
marine ecosystem, it can also
worsen the rising sea levels
in Bulacan and Metro Manila,
scientists believe.

In a report pubhshed last
year, Greenpeace East Asia
outlined the projected eco-
nomic impact of ESLR in seven
Asian cities by 2030,

 The projectmu for Manila
is dammng. ,A]most 87 percent
of the megacity’s land area
is below the level to which
sea water could rise should a
10-year ﬂoér occur in 2030,
impacting $39.24 billion of
the country’s gross domestic
product and putting 1.54 mil-
lion peaple at risk.

Manila is not alone in thts
plight.

In Jakarta, almost 17 per-
cent of communities are be-
low the level to which sea wa-
ter could rise should a 10-year

" flood occur in 2030, according

to Greenpeace.

‘Slow onset disaster’

Bangkok, meanwhile,
stands to lose around $12 bil-
lion of its GDP and 10.45 mil-
lion lives due to ESLR by 2030,
as the “city’s vulnerability to
flooding is exacerbated by the
fact that the city is sinking due

.to soft soils, heavy urbaniza-

tion and land subsidence,” ac-
cording to Greenpeace.

When the sea rises, it re-
sults in mare in-land coastal
flooding and tidal flooding
that exposes communities,
especially Camanava in Met-
ro Manila, to more hazards,
noted geologlst Narod Eco,
a former researcher for t§
University of the Philippin

National Institute of Geo-

logical Scnences and auﬁ
member onghamu :
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The Department of Budget

and Management’s Procurement
Service on Sunday announced
the establishment of a panel that
will review the carrent process
-of green public procurement in
the country. # T
PS-DBM executive director
Dennis Santiago said the
newly-formed Inter-Agency
Technical Specifications Review
nmittee will be mplied by the
agency to implement the GPP in
the country,,, - Xl
- The G}j'P{is a process whereb
public authorities seek to procure

goods, and services and works with
a reduced environmental impact
throughous their life cycle when
compared to goods, services and
works with the same primary
-'functig&t,hag would otherwise be
procured.~ ~ " -~

Santiago said the IATSRC will
-allow the agency to assess, review
and evaluate existing Common-Use
Supplies and Equipment Technical

Specifications to adhere to and .
comply with local and intermational

~ “The-establishment (lf an
IATSRC is one of the reform
initiatives we spearheaded in
PS-DBM to take government
procurement to a sustainable

track,” Santiago said.

He said the panel yi
into account the environmental,
social, and economic aspects
of public acquisition, alongside
Sustainable Development Goal 12

F

.on Responsﬂalef(}(msvrlmption and

Production. .

“GPP proyides an opportunity
for governmerit agencies to infis-
environmentally friendly parameters
and requirementsin theiproducts that

use; and recycle at the end of the
useful life of the product,” he added.
~Meanwhile, _Budget Secretary

Amenzh Pangand commended
the lan, citing how green
procurement.”

f‘I_r;tegratj.ng green choices in
public procurement puts us closer

to our ultimate goal of ensuring
sustainable inanagement and use
of natural resources by 2030,”
Pangandaman said.
tﬁ' ﬂi)azt ﬁ'om_Fmﬂle members
IA’]BRC-IH_ 2 Department
of Environment znd Nat Sources,
the Department of Trade a4
dustry, the Department of Science
and Technology, the Department of
Information and ( mmunications
Technology, and the Department of
Energy. !
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BBM ups budget for climate
change programs by 48%

By HELEN FLOIiES

President Marcos has increased the

funds allocated for climate change pro-

ams this year by about 48 percent,
Commissi

on (CCC) vice

chamnan and executive director Robert

e said yesterda
Bo?dams has g climate action is par—

ticularly important to the Philippines,
espeaaﬁ since the country is regarded as
“one of the most, if not the most, vulner~

able oountnes in the world to the effects
of climate
The President cha.ﬂ's the CCC.
Under lic Act 9729, or the Cli-
mate Change Act of 2009,
cies are mandated to allot funds for
ate change-related activities, accord-
ing to Borje. b Ak
“We call that climate change expendi-

ture tagging and under this Eovemment, .

that increased by around 48 percent,”
he said in an interview with radio sta-

overnment

_mitigation p;

tion dzBB.

“We have to ensure that vlélrious
government agencies and van'ous
Eovermnent institutions not just plan,

ut actually implement these

'ﬂ%e grograms," he added.

CC official earlier said a total of
P453.1 billion has been allotted this year

by national government institutions
(NGIs) for climate change expenditure

to be used for adaptatmn and mmgalgon
programs.

esaid the flgure T
56-percent increase from
change expenditure tag;
Year 2022 of P289.7 billi
Fercent for adaptation and 17 percent
or mitigation.

‘He added that NGIs’ adaptahon and
must be anchored on
the following National Climate C}
Action Plan (NCCAP) thematic pri-
orities: food security, water sufﬁméncy,
human security, Enviwnmmtal\

reséints a
e climate
ed for Fiscal

climate

ion, with 83

ecological stability, sustainab/c energy;
chmagsn't.a_rtmdutgmes and services,and
knowiedg and capacity develo oment.
CAP, developed by the CCC in
muttahomwiﬂ!televantgo\ ernrn ntagen—
cies, outlines the country’s strategic mechm
from 2011 to 2028
as a responie to the
current situationand
projected impacts of
climate change
Borje also wel-
comed the inclu-
sion of an m:celer-

'ateddlmatee

the Philip-
Develcrpmerw

lan 2023-2028,
saying this vall fur-
ther strengthen the
commitment of the

Philippine govern-

ment to deliver on

! key climate actions.
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DDCUM ENTATION Noel Lagurmy a nmmher f:om ths Central Mmdanao Umversrty. uhes a Dha
versity expedition with environment officials on Mt. Candala: alaga, Davao de Oro prw'inca in April 2021,

DATE

PITCHER PLANT
FINDBOOSTS
MT.CANDALAGA'S
PROTEGTION BID
By Germelina Lacorte
@IngNational

DAVAO CITY—The discov-

ery of the newest pitchet
plant species endemic to
Davao de Oro mountain will
boost Davao region’s cam-
paign to declare Mt. Canda-
laga as one of Mindanao’s
protected sites, environment
officials said on Sunday.

Nepenthes  candalaga,
Davao de Oro's newest pitch
er plant species found thriv-
ing near the summit of Mt:
Candalaga, has been named
after the mountain in Mar-
-agusan town revered by the
Mansaka indigenous peoples
and which top Department
of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR) offi-
cials had been eyeing to be
included in Davao region'’s
protected sites.

Noel Lagunday,-lead au-
thor of the July 2022 article
published in Phytotaxa, a
peer reviewed international

~ journal of botanical taxon-

omy, referred to Nepenthes
candalaga as the 38th Nepen-

‘ thes species found in Min-

danao and has been tagged
as critically endangered ac-

cording to the Intemananﬁg

" Union for the Conservatio

of Nature criteria, i

TESY OF THE T AENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES-DAVAQ REGION

hrllghestcomntraﬁon
'The discovery of the
plant species also marked
the island of Mindanao as
hahng the highest concen-
tration of pitcher plants in
. thq country.
-] |Lagunday, a researcher
for the Central Mindanao
Uuiversny (CMU) center for
biodiversity reseaich and
extension, first siglited the
| plant during the biodiversity
expechtmn to the raountain
in April 30 to May 3, 2021,
along with a team of CMU re-
searchers and DENR cfficials.
| ' The expedition, led by
| DENR regional director Ba-
gani Fidel Evasco, zimed to
gather data on the state of
flor‘a and fauna in the area to
support the region's propos-
al to declare the 2,100-meter
Mt.i Candalaga as a protect-
ed site or a critical habitat
of threatened species, the
DENR said in a statejnent. .
Jayvee Jude Ages, chief
‘of the DENR Davao' regiom
trategu: communicatiort

and mmauves group, said in -

\an interview on Sunday that
they considered the discov-
ery and naming of the plant
one of the highlights of the
DENR’s campaign to protect
biodiversity.

would still take a long pro*
cess before Mt. Candalaga
wou}d be declared a protecta
ed site INQ i

L]
- However, she said it

" .

to of a new pitcher plant species, now named * Nepenthes r.andllnga (right), during the biodi-
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| Newly hatched tuttles
released in Quezom

CATANAUAN Quezon Some  that _the_hgatchlmg-s have

115 newly hatched Olive Ridley emerged from their nest,

Sea turtles were released in Sitio - These hatchlings were

Paraiso, Barangay Cutcutan here identified as Olive Ridley Sea
- recently. turtles (Lepidochelys oliva-

Department of Enwranment cea) based on the number of

and Natural Resources-Commu-~
nity Environment and Natural
Resources Office (CENRO) officer
Ramil Gutierrez said their release

was witnessed by DENR Undersec~ )

retary Ernesto Adobo Jr.
Gutierrez said that the eggs

were regularly monitored by the

technical staff of CENRO-Catanau-

carapace sclfutes with six to
seven Pairs in an m*egular
pattern.

A total of 121 eggs were
seen in the nesting site
within the resort. Four were
unhatched, two died; and
115 hatchlmgs successfully
hatched and} released. (Dan-

an until a resort owner reported  iel Estacm)
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JACK TAYLOR/AGENGE FRANCE-PRESSE
MAN carries his pig-nosed turtle down Yaowarat Road on the eve of the lunar newr year in the
Chinatown area of Bangkok, Thailand. The International Union for Conservation of Nature lists
the pig-nosed turtle as vulnerable and trade of the spemes is restricted.
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I ' More than 4,000 board feet of lumber worth PZ million are selled from a suspected illegal-lumber transporter in a town in Nueva Vizcaya on January 21,
2023. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

‘Hot-log’ trader faces P20-M fine |

* ARITAO, Nueva Vizcaya: The Com-
‘munity Environment and Natu-
ral Resources Office (Cenro) of
‘the Department of Environment
‘Natural Resources (DENR) here
has imposed a fine of P20 million
on a suspected illegal transporter
‘of forest product intercepted in
‘Bambang town.

. A complaint was filed agalnst
suspect Enrico Palomo Gonzales,
53, married, and a resident of
Camlas, _San Miguel, Bulacan,
charging him for alleged viola-
tion of Section 77 of Presidential
Decree (PD) 705 known as the
“Forestry Reform Code of the
Phllippmes.

- PD 705 prohibits the transport
‘of forest products without any
‘lawful permit. Seized from the

'suspect include a 10-wheeler Isuzu

:Giga Dump Truck registered as

NBS 6514 that was loaded with
undocumented 207 pieces of narra
lumber.

Cenro-Aritao cited Secuon 10
Item 4 of Department Adminis-
trative Order (AO) 97-32 which
allows the filing of actual dam-
ages in an amount equivalent to
the value of illegal forest products
confiscated.

AO 97-32 also allows moral and
exemplary damages against the
violators for prejudice to the envi-

ronment in an amount equwa_lent :

to 10 times the value of the forest

- products confiscated.

Also the driver of the appre-
hended dump truck, Cenro-Aritao
said Gonzales was already sub-
jected to inquest proceedings at
the provincial prosecutor’s office
in Bayombong town.

It was on Jan. 16, 2023, at

2:40 p.m. when operatives of the
Provincial Field Unit-Criminal
Investigation and Detection Group
and Regional Special Operation
Team-Criminal Investigation and
Detection Group, Regional Field
Unit when the suspect was ap-
prehended.

Then stationed at Barangay
Macate in Bambang town, the
operatives said they were undertak-
ing “operation illegal logging and
timber poaching” which led to the
apprehension of the said vehicle
loaded with undocumented forest
products. .

In a scaling conducted by Cenro-
Aritao, the apprehended forest
product was valued at more than
P2 million with a total volume of
4,153.03 board feet.

According to Cenro-Aritao, the
forest product originated from

2aracelis Mountain Province and
was scheduled to be consigned
for commercial purpcses to a
5an Miguel, Bulacan-based indi-
vidual wl?ose identity has been
withheld.

The apprehended dump truck
and illeg$l forest product were

. placed under the custody of Cenro-

Avitao forcustody and proper dis-
position pending further legal ac-
tinn, according to Cenro officials.

Meanwhile, DENR Fegion 2
( Cagayan Valley) executive director
(Gwendolyn Bambalan thanked the
apprehending police operatives in
Bambang town headed by Maj. Jay,
Calderon and Maj. Ariel Gabuya,
for their su*ccessﬁll operation,

Bambalan also lauded the tip-
ster for reporting the unwarranted
forest projuct transport.

EANDER C. DOMINGO
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Di ital transformation

The House of Representatives is set to
resume its session today after its month-long

Christmas break

BY JOM GARNER
@tribunephl_jom

House Speaker Martin
Romualdez on Sunday identified
the bills that would hasten the
country’s digital transformation
as top priority bills in the
chamber — particularly the
E-Governance/Government
Act— once it resumes sessions.

“We will expedite
the passage of these
measures to implement the
pronouncements of President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in
Davos, Switzerland on his
desire for the country to
catch up with other nations in
digital evolution,” Romualdez
said.

The proposed E-Governance/
Government Act seeks to shift
the bureaucracy to digital
platforms for faster and more
efficient and transpareut
services.

The House of Representatives
is set to resume its session
today after its month-long
Christmas break.

Romualdez issued the
statement after President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. — who
made his inaugural participation
at the World Economic Forum

in Switzerland — said that he
would work to address slow
Internet connectivity and
cybersecurity issues, as well
as the digitalization of the
bureaucracy.

He added that the House
would work with the Senate for
the expeditious enactment of
various bills the larger chamber
had approved on the third and
final reading before Congress
started its Christmas recess last
month, including the Internet
Transactions/E-Commerce Bill

The House Speaker also said
that the Internet Transactions
Bill would also be tackled,
stressing that it will contribute
to attaining the president’s
digital transformation goal.

‘Romualdez said House
priorities for this year also
include the 11 other important
bills the Executive and
Legislative branches had
agreed on in October during
the meeting of the Legislative-
Executive Development
Advisory Council.

He said these proposals
are likewise among those
enumerated by the President
in his first State of the Nation
Address in July,

“These measures are

ills House priorities

components of the President’s
Aggenda for Prosperity, which we
fully support,” said Romualdez,

adding that top prim‘i: v bills
include the National Land .
1Ise Act, National Defense
Act, Natlonal Government

Rightsizing Program Bill,
Budget Modernizatio: Blll
snd the Department o Water
Resources Bill,

The House will ::!.Lu_'n !-.asten

the deliberation on the
proposed law estab! ‘hmg
Megros Island Region, Magna

artaﬁ)rli‘ihphlo Seafarers, the
proposal 1‘,0 establish regional
Specialty hospltals, enabling
liww for the natural gas ind ustry
and amendments to the I'lectric

_Power hldﬂstry Reform / ct

/J.__.
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MISMONG mga siyen-
tipiko na ang nag-
sasabi kabilang ang
ating Philippine At-
mospheric Geophy-
sical and Astronomi-
cal Services Adminis-
tration (PAGASA) na
magiging mas mainit
ang darating na sum-
mer season sa bansa
at sa buong mundo
ngayong taong 2023
dahil eepekto na ang
El Nifio phenomenon.

Ang nararanasan na-
ting mahihina hanggang
sa malalakas na ulan
ngayong unang buwan
lalo na sa Visayas at
Mindanao, at paminsan-
minsan sa Metro Manila
ay indikasyon na mala-
pit nang matapos ang
umiiral na La Nifa phe-
nomenon.

Kaya ngayon pa la-
mang ay panay na ang
pagpapaalala ng pamu-
nuanng National Water

MAS MAINIT NA I'IHAIIIINI
NG ~ ASAHAN DAHIL SA EL NINO

Resources Board (NWRE)
sa pangunguna ni exe-
cutive director Dr. SeViIIq
David, Jr. sa mga nasa
National Capital Region
at Greater Manila Area
para sa tama at respon-
sableng paggamitng tu-
big.
Mangangahuiugan
kasi na ang sobrang mai-
nit na panahon ng ba-
kasyon sa bansa ay mas
mataas na pangangai-
langan sa malinis na tu-
big kung saan ay nasa
dalawang concessio-
naires sa NCR at GMA
ang namamahala —ang
Manila Water Company

—
1 v |
I,,.-'\ IPFER PAGE 1 BANNER

STORY STORY
PAGE LOWER

at ang Maynilad Waiter
Services,

Sa pinakahuling pag-
silip natin sa antas ng tu-
big sa Angat dam, nasa
213.79 meters, nalag-
pasan ang normal cpe-
ration level nito na 212
meters.

Pero sa tantiya naman
ng NWRB ay sasapat
ang tubig sa Angatdam
sa kabuuan ng summer
season sa bansa.

May El Nifio man o
wala dapat pa rin narian
tayong responsablie: sa
paggamit ng malinis na
tubig.

lka nga ni ED Davd,

nagbabayad ng water
losses ng dalawang
water concessionaires
na ito kaya dapat kapag

may nakita tayong tagas

ng tubig sa mga kalsada
ay ipagbigay-alam kaa-
gad ito sa barangay pa-
ramaitawag sa nabang-
grt na water odmpames

bahagi dapat ito ng aling

mga moral values, ang
pagmamalasakit sa ka-
likasanatkapaligir:

Sinasabayan naman
ng pagseseguro ng Via-
nila Water at Maynilad
Water namalaxi ra ang
nababawas sa naisa-
sayang na ful

Tayo rin | 1ga
kostumer ai ing

Kung nais niny
malama?'l ang TAN G~|
IMPORM
TAMANG SE ni
AGARANG 0
LADY, i-s¢
YOUTUBE C -~NN

DA i,
ook Fanpa
RADIO HlL')f &1@
Huwag kalimutar
i-click ang salitear
“SUBSCRIEE", "LILE"
at "SHARE

CARTOON
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LOIC VENANGE/AGENCE FRANGE-PRESSE

DOZENS of volunteers look for plastic beads, also called ‘mermaid’s
tears, on a beach in Pornic, after a large quantity of them were washed

ashore poliuting the area in western France.



