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nature guardians' in Ecija town 
assigned as the tribe's chief- "Kagandahan nito na- 
tains, are employed at the katulong sila bilang Ban- 
town hall asso-called "Ban- tay-Kal~kasan natin, ga- 

er yundin sa tree-planting 
of act~v~ties, pati sa protec- 

a - Members of the In- P300 per day. tion at conservation, pati 
$igenous People - the Vice Ma or Yictorino Y. din sa pagkakarpintero 

nated and em loyed as child of the mayor to help the vice ma or 
1 Dumagat tribe- are desig- Sabin0 s a i d t  was a brain- dito sa munisipyo," said 

"nature uarXiansl* in the Dumagats and put into "Sakit sra ulo noon 
; this thirtclass munici- harness their skills for the dahil sa tinatawag na kain- 

pal? it was learned. sake of comrn 
urucipal ma or jobby ing. 

P. Emata said tlis novel 
idea of hiring the Duma- 
gats to become useful 

1 members of the communi- 

X started when he was then 
t e town's vice mayor in 
2016. 

,b Now that he is on his 
'second term as the local 

'chief executive, at least 30 
&_lur-ex o c t h e ~  - 



BY MAHATMA RANDY DATU . 

I 
,' 

7 

I BA, ~amb'ales:'~ov. Hmogenes Ebdane 
JE idterated hispll for a proper regulation 
ofGmihing opeTations in Zambales after 

a shipbad ef aickg1'latedte.ore extracted in 

r 
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~andelaria~town and bound- for China was 
seized by the Bureau of Customs (BoC) for 

I-- 

, 

;la& of an export permit and envirqnmental 
' compliance certificate (ECC)'. 

Ebdanesaid businesses, particular- shGment to clarify ~ s s e k n s  m Ade 
ly mining companies operating in the by columnist Rigoberto Tiglao in his 
province, must abide by laws to keep opinion piece titled "Palace official 
the industry efficient and sustainable issues anomal?us eider backing 
' "What we really need is proper- Chinese firm illegally miqing ni&i 

, ly regulated mining operations," el" that ranin 7heManiIa Fimeson 
,he  insisted. Monday, ]anuary 16. . 

kbdane also revealed relevant Among others, Tiglao said the 
information related to 'the seized DENR's Environmental Manage- 

m* Bureau h d ordered Yin- 8 . a .  glond'~teel Corp.;' which owned 
the seized shipment, to stop its 
hickel-mining operations in Zam- 
bales for lack of an ECC. 

He also said that Westchinamin 
Corp., the original operator of the 
mined area, had sold its mining 
rights in 2021 to Yinglong "with 
the agreement requiring Yinglong 
to secure its own ECC." 
- Tiglao added that since 2021, 
local NGOs and Westchinamin 
officials had bked the Zambales 
governor to  persuade Yingong to 
st0 its'ille&14~ing. 

'kdane, h b e ,  had ignored 
the pleas," TigIao wrote 

Ebdane said *hat the public 
"must be i p d u w d  of what is 
happening on thh ground." 

He clarified that under its origi- 

- - 

nahpera~~bWestchinamin never stockpiles in the area, including ihosestockpiies, however, eventually 
condkte8miningoperations, but flooding, tHit my constituents inundated farm lots and fishponds 
i~stead sold piecemeal its min'eral from Candelaria and Sta. Cruz in some parts of Sta. Cruz town. 
p;od~ction &iring agreement do not want to experience again," "Such inadents did not happen 
(MPSA) over the mining area to Ebdane added. - due to ill& miningoperations, but 
Yinglong and other companies. Ebdane pointed out that it is on rather through irresponsible mining 

"But now, for reasonsonlyknown record "that I have long sounded operations' Ebdane added. 
to Westchinamin, itbecame interest- the call to stop illegal mining op- Ebdane also said that as elected 
ed ,in taking over the mining oper- erations in Zambalq." governor, he has no authority 
ations ofYiiong," Ebdane noted. He recalled that when he first nor the personality to influence 

The governor also said tha? took over as governor in July 2010, decisions of agencies and insuu- 
while Westchinamin successfully hii first order as h n b d e s  executive mentalities of the national govern- 
obtained 3-cease-and-desist ordpr was to cancel all 110 small-scale and ment when it comes to large-scale 
against the operations ofyinglong. Carrying permits issued by the mining operations. 
a ,gotion for reconsideration was previous administration 'to pave the "What we a n  after only is the 
ffled before the Office of the Presi- way for thestrict implementation of pursuance of what is right for our 
de'nt, and that consequently, a stay environmental safeguards." people," he said. "By the same 
of the CDO was issued. In 2010 to 2014, he also requested token, we also ' q c t  businesses in 
."'I&! temporw lifting of the the DWRto move to ports "sizeable Zambales to respect local authorities 

CDO was grounded on the fact nickel stockpiles left unattended and regulations - as doing business 
that there is imminent environ- to by mining companies to ?id in Zambales is just a maner of privi- 
mental danger posed by nickel a potential catastrophe." Some of lege and not aright," Ebdane added. 
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- - The Climate Change Commission 
mlcomed the inelupion of an accelerated 
climate change agenda in the Philippine 

3' , Development Plan 2023-2028, pointing 
r : : " 

- ? ? ?  out that this will further strengthen the 
- commitment of the Philippine Government 

PHILIPPINE 

15 
to deliver on key clhnate actions. 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN CCC Vice Chair and Ehcuth Director 
Robert E k  Bode cited the addition of an 

Z 0 2 S - 2 0 2 8  entirechapteronclimate~inthePDP 
202320% Chapter 15. Accelerate Climate - Adion and Strengthen Disaster Resilience. 

'PDP Chapter 15 reflects the Philippine 
Accelerate Climate Action Government's commitment and dedication 
and Strengthen Disaster to enhance the nation's overall resilience 

Resilience to climate change and its impacb, putting 
a premium on the need for integrated and 
comprehensive climate action between 

, and among government, partnek and a l l  
stakeholders," Bode said. 

The chapter identifies the goal for 
communities, institutions and the natural 
and built environment to be "more resilient 
totheimpac4ofnahualhazardsandclimate 

F change* by 2028. 

L 'A To achieve this objective, Chapter 16 , - of PDP 20252028 identified the following 
strategies: 1) increasing climate and 
disaster risk resilience of communities 
and institutions, 2) enhancing ecosystem -- - - - - - -- 7 -  - -- resilience and 3) enabling transition to a 

PWIOWW OXRESY OF PW lowarbon economy. 
CHAPTER 15 of PDP 2023-2028 Identlfles the pa l  for wmrnunltes, InsWhions, and the natural and bu~lt environment to be 'more resilient to the Toaupport and operationalize PDP 
impacts of natural hazards and dimate change' by 2028. 20234028, the CCC is upda t~ng  the 

7 National Climate Change Action Plan and 
the Nationally Determined Contribution, 
strengthen~ng the implementation of , 
the N a t i ~ a l  Climate Risk Management 
Framework, and developing the National 
Adnntstinn Plan 

Government's 
commitinent 
and dedication 
to enhance the 
nation's overall 
resilience to 
climate change 
and its impa,al 
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Fighting wildlife Fafficki 
environmental crime in Palawam: " 

BY JOM GARNER ch. 
@ t ~ w ~  Johnson stressed that the 

INL is strongly comniitted - 
The Philippines on Tuesday received to dismantling the c d a l  i three evidence ContaiIIers am0unting to networks behind wildlife -A+; 

at least P1.6 million from the government tracking. 3 

of the Uqited States. "Building our partners' 
In a statement, the US said the capacityto bedigate and 

donation aims to strengthen the capacity prosecute environmental 
of the Palawan Council for Sustainable crimes is a priofity for 
W 0 p m e n t b  ~ r ~ e r b  retain a m f i i  ' US government," she said. PHOTOGRAFHSCOURTESYOFUSE~BBI\SSY 
contraband and evidence presented in P C S D E x e c u t i v e THE US-donated storage units will be used by investrgators and 

e proper handling of evidence in cases involving 
and environmental crime. 

S government illegal wildlife trade is estimated at 
Affairs Principal Deputy between P548 billion to P1.26 trillion per 

AssistantSerrmLisa n year, making wildlife crime the fourth most 
Johnson*  l e d  t h e  muld be critical in ensuring that lucrative illegal business after narcotics, 
handover ceremony cases PCSD teams investigate human Wicking, and arms. 

and prosecute over several Established in 1978, the INL has been 
d supporting environmental justice in 

Palawaft since 2019 thraugh a P28milIionv 
partnership tvith the US ForestSeruice to 
strengthen the institutional capacity of 
PCSD and its law enforcement partners ta 
combat and prevent environmental crimes 

chain of custody "Globally, INL assists  par tner  
requirements, making governments in assessing, building 

evidence more likely to be reforming. and sustaining competent 
admissible in court. and legitimate criminal justice sygtern.4 

I t  a l s o  deve lops  a n d  
US Department of State Deputy Assistant Secret, Lisa to the  Asian implements the architecture 
Johnson joins RCSD Acting Executive Director Nib Rey tstoya Development necessary for cr&otifer P enforcement cooperation, the 

US statement said. 
- 
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T HE United S q  gowmment 
recently donated thme e v k k a  
c o n P i D e r r m b e l p s ~  

theuprdtyoftheRln~~llCnmdlfor 
Sustainable Development (PCSD) to 
properly cd-disated u m t d ~ d  
and evidmce in the pnwcuth of wild- 
l i€etdkkem~pena~eng@ngin 
~ ~ t P 1 a i m e .  

, ThePl.6rpillionquipmenthapdo- 
ver at  the PCSD ke+dquarters in 
Puerto Princesa City on January 16  

, was kd by visiting Pnndpal Deputy 
' Asaistant Secretary Lisa Johnson of 
a the US Depart,ment of State Bureau 

of International Narcbtics and Law 
- - 

~nforcement Affairs (INL), a US Rm- 
bassy news release said. 

'INL is strongly committed to do- 
ing everything it can to dismpt the 
criminal networks behind wildlife 
trafficking. Building our partners' 
capacity toinvestigate and prosecute 
envlronmentalcrimeaisapdority for 
thp U.S. gouernment." Johnaonsaidat 
the tunkaver ceremony. . 

PCSD EllcutiveLXrectmNi5oRey 
Estoya than!& the US government 
for its continued avpporr 

He noted that the donation would 
be critical in ensuring thatcases PCSD 
teams linvestigate and prosemte over 

several months me notdismissedfor 
technical reasons. 

The secured storage units are ex- 
pected to improve the PCSD's adher- 
ence to chain of costoily requiremen&, 
making evidence more likely lo %e 
admiss\hle in court. 

Accordin& to the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank, the value of the global 
illegal wildlife traqe is estimated at 
between P548 billion ($10 b i ion)  
to P1.26 t f l i o n  ($23 billlon) a year, 
maktngwildlifecrtme the fourthmoet 
lucrative illegal business after nar- 
cotics, human trafficking, and arms. 

INL's aupport for environmental 
- .  - 

.- 
justice in Palawan began.in 2019 . . 
through a P28 million ($500,000) . 
partnership with the US Forest Se r  ' 

vice to strengthen the institutional 
capacity of PCSD and its law enforce- 
m e ~ t ' ~ a r t n e r s  to coinbat and , 

vent e n v l r o ~ n t a l  crimes, the US, 
Embassy said.' 

Globally. INL aisistd partner 
governmentsinassessing, building. 
reforming and ,sustaining compe- , 
tent add legitimate criminaljustice : 
systems. It also develops and'impie- 
ments the architecture necessary 
for cross-border LBiv enforcement 
cooperation. ' 
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f n-.~he:lecjdl weapon eF i 

against c4irnate.a-ction : I A i I 

' o ~ t  a n e w  have a W n g  on 
&oWlsWa.case. ~s:'&m 1s no 
ap@ fma~fribuid d&ons,@e 

standards %r jtts@hga ~lting 
we much lower, m& aik b J d l y  

so t&~~he .d  be s e l d w e . m  as 
arlpitraipcnr oi&msd in future cases. 
l%t!W &&I in- Lfirrms- 

OP m8 s &wart 
chall&g& w pow ohb~dMTl- 
m a  &m& J.ri rda:Od ~abewf'20 
pacent 6f .a lr l8D&wwh&t  
by oil a&@mmp&j&, a n d ! d m t  
& u ~ p e b ~ e d ~ f h e e j ~  &%hi% 
d e d  that thed Wan asfd&hing 
I d  ofglobal f i W m  to po- 
tential IfDS d d h ~ .  G1M &rts to 

~h&~e:elilriate~h&b@~w4 &B , 

' aB&eN&MWn*tWnsfs: 
mwaf**~w 

to the l e d d e  ~ ~ e i ~ t  



are the source of a deal of the- 
planet's mineral werdrh allows corn- 
pries to forestall nnfarrdrale mion 
+st their W e s s .  As just one 
example another mmt  mdysii, rhis 
one published in the journal Climate 
Po@ in1 Dam-hi fomd.that Mo- 
zambique has 'an ISDS risk errposuYe 
of$29 hillion from the two dozen or 
so gas, coal and oil projects in that 
ceuney - amamount that is almost 
twice its annual national income 

p e r i s k i s @ n o s e n s e m .  
, p 9 d * a a p i c 4 p o f t h a t  
o m m d  in December 2019, when 
@ ISDS,tx@urial ordqed the govern- 
i m & i o W t o W e M a n  
copper mining company Australian 
Tethyan C@h' $5!9 MIioii for lost 
projehed' W i e  p r ~ ,  "after the 
govemm.gt denied, @e c o m p y " ~  
mineral lease ¶&'despite- 
T&yan +having invested about 
$150 million in its Pakistan project 
up to 'that point What made the 
ruling particularly painful is that 
it came only %Bout a wee& after 
the.'Intmational Mon- Fund 
gave Pakistan, a $6&llion loan, 
representing about 40 perdent of the 
couhty's cash reserm,,and which 
immdiately went up m smoke as 
a resrslt of the arbimtion decision. 

"It is-not just' developing countries 
that are-fdhg the threat from BDS 
claims, In a highly publicized case, 
oil' tornpay 'ikansCanada filed a 
$1 5-bii011 claim *the US gov- 
ernment in 2015 when the Obama 
administadon denied a permit fsr 
t h e & m m & X L p i p e l i n e  
to ass theUSCana&border,'When 
President Obarna's s u l m r  signed 
an'emmbe order in 281~7 reversing 
that'&ion an&aliming Keystone 
XL to go foNPaW, ?tansCanada an- 
nounced that it wodd suspend its 
ISDS ease against the US for 30 d;lys, 
or in otherwods, exact@he arndimt 
of time dotted for the. decision on 
'their. new mit appliation. In 
March of tharyear, the new psrmit 
was approved, .and ~f&sCanada 
dro~wd its ISDS ctaim. 

PAGE LOWER 

d even more recent cay involved 
the UK-based oil drilling conlpany 
~ockhopper, which fded for arbi- 
tration against the government of 
Italy when it was denied a permit to 
deve1op-a near-shore oilfield &the 
coast of A b m ;  with Italy having 
banned 06hore drilling within 12 
nautical miles of the coast. Despite 
the law, Italy was ordered in August 
to compensate the UK firm 210 rnil- 
lion pounds ($260 million). 

Despite growing recognition 
that ISDS is a serious problem that 
is being exploited by the oil and 
gas and m i n e ~ l  industries, there 
seems to be little that can be done 
about it. The recommendations 
that have been offered so far are 
unfortunately; typical$ idealistic 
development economics Captain 
Obvious-style nonsense. "Govern- 
'ments shohld focus on establishing 
internal regulatory fiamewoh and 
strengthening domestic judicial 
systems to protect investors," the 
Columbia Center on Sustainable 
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Ddopment  ,said in a report in 
Decpber. If only it were that easy. 

ben.kri~Qnlaflilatims.2@t : I 






