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DENR policy-making body gear
for improved land governan ce

Calabarzon also were integrated into
LVffi-LAMS.

The countrv's land statistics and
records are consolidated through
LA.!'v1S,a computerized information
system built for quick and simple land
information processing, tracking and
retrieval.

Talabis said these achievements are
anchored to LJ\t1B'spolicy directions
toward evidence-informed and social-
ly sensitive land governance.

"We are proud to attain feats this
year and we will remain steadfast to
improve our services through digital
transformation, development of our
people, and policy studies for a bet-
ter and efficient svstem on land sur-
veys and titling, among others," she
said.

Foremost among these new policies
is Land Management Circular 2022-
001 entitled "Guidelines on the Use of
Global Navigation Satellite System in
the Conduct of Control and Land Sur-
veys," which the LMB issued in Febru-
ary last year.

THE Land Management Bureau of
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources has put in place
groundbreaking policies geared to-
ward more efficient and effective
land administration and manage-
ment in the country in 2022.

LMB Director Emelyne Talabissaid
the bureau takes pride in the new pol-
icies and other accomplishments on its
priority programs that resulted in im-
proved delivery ofland-related servic-
es to Filipinos this year.

The LMBisa policy-making body of
the DENR created for the efficient and
effective land management and ad-
ministration of alienable and dispos-
able public lands in the country.

Apart from the issuances, the LMB
had also successfully integrated the
Land Administration Management
System database of 16 provincial and
community environment and natural
resources offices into their respective
regional offices.

'The respective Regional LAMS da-
tabases of DENR-NCR and DENR-

lt provides geodetic e
with the proper p ·ocedure
use of Gl ·5S as a :omple entarv
and alternative i strunient in land
surveys.

The LMB also issued LN C 2022-
002 that clarified the qualific ions for
agricultural freepa xnt appl; tsand
the requirements for posting alice of
free patent applica ion.

This was an addendum t
Administrative Order 2021-
Implementing Rules and Re
of Republic Act 115'73, also own as
"An Act Improving the Co . ation
Process for Imperfe:t Land itles."

In March 2022, the LMB 0 issued
LMC 2022-004 to p rovide "Pr edures
on the Selection ar.d Estab . ent of
Calibration Baseline forSurv y Instru-
ment Testing and Registrati n." This
circular also delegates the r newal of
registration and transfer of 0 ership
of the calibration baseline 0 DENR
regional offices.

To date, the DENR has s gned 219
partnership agree ments wi LGUs.
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LMB's policies in place for 2023 onwar ~Is
Bv Joel dela

Torre
THE Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources (DENR)'s
Land Management Bu-
reau (LMB) takes pride

. in saying it has put in
place groundbreaking
policies in 2022 geared
towards a more efficient
and effective land ad-
ministration 'and man-
agement for 2023 on-
wards.

LMB is a policy-mak-
ingbody of the DENRcre-
ated for the efficient and

effective land manage-
ment and administration
of alienable and dispos-
able public lands in the
country.

According to L.MB Di-
rector Enlely'ne V.Talabis,
the bureau is confident
that these implemented
priority programs and oth-
er accomplishments that
resulted in improved de-
livery of land-related ser-
vice to Filipinos will be
carried overin theupcom-
ingyears.

"We are proud to at-
tainfeats this year and we
will remain steadfast to

improve our services
through digital transfor-
mation, development of

. our people, and policy
studies for a better and
efficient system on land
surveys and titling,
among others," Talabis
said .

Foremost among these
new policies is Land Man-
agement Circular (LMC)
No. 2022-001 entitled
"Guidelines on the Use of
Global Navigation Satel-
lite System (GNSS) in the
Conduct of Control and
Land Surveys," which the
LMB issued o~ february

~~~~--~~=L-~f-'~~

7, 2022.
Under the UviC 201~!-

001 is the provision of g !(
detic engineers with Hi.e
proper procedures on he
use of G SS as comple-
ment<\fY and altema ive
instrument in thecond ict
of land surveys.

LMB also issued L I
2022-002 that clarified ~~e
qualifications for agridil-
turalfreepatentapplic lis
and the requirements JC
posting of notice of fJiee
patent application.
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to DENR Administrati ve
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THE National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Council (NDRRMC) on Monday reported that the death
toll in the heavy rains across the country since Jan. 1

has reached 28, but only 15 have so far been confirmed.iwith
the remaining 13 still for validation. .

Meanwhile he local NDRRMC office
in Davao de Oro reported that 24 families
were affected by a landslide caused by the
torrential rains. However, there were no re-
ports on casualties in the incident.

In a related development, the persistent
inclement weather has forced the cancella-
tion of multiple flights by local airliners.

In its updated report, the NDRRMC
said eight fatalities were reported in Zam-

"'e4M1'f~~,seven each in Eastern Visayas and
orthern Mindanao, five in Bicol, and one

in Davao Region. .
A total of 1,397,296 people or 347,105

families were affected by the bad weather
in 1,930 barangays in Cagayan, Central
Luzon, Calabarzon, Mimaropa, Bicol,
Western Visayas, Central Visayas, Eastern
Visayas, Zamboanga, Northern Mindanao,
Davao, Soccsksargen, Caraga, and Bang-
samoro, the NDRRMC said.

At Ieast 38,108 affected families were stay-
ing inside 489 evacuation centers, over 56,000
families stayed with friends or relatives.

A total of! ,307 houses were reported dam-
aged, 935 of them partially and 372 totally.
The NDRRMC estimated damage to agri-
culture P274.l million and to infrastructure
at P171.5 million.

The National Irrigation Adminis-
tration also reported P25.6 million
worth of damage to irrigation projects.
Authorities have declared a state of ca-
lamity in San Miguel and Santa Fe in
Leyte; the entire province of Eastern
Samar; Gandara, Basey, San Jorge, and
Calbayog in Samar; Laoang in North-
ern Samar; Sirawai in Zamboan a

Norte; and Tubod in Lanao del orte.
The national government has so far re-
leased P74.2 million for assistance to the
affected communities, the NDRRMC said.
Engr. Ariel Capoy of the Davao de Oro
NDRRMC quoted the Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau (MGB) as saying the af-
fected locality was landslide prone., and
that the villagers have been advised to
evacuate during prolonged rainfalls.

."Base sa MGB, ito po ay highly susceptible
to landslide at alam na po ng mga naninirahan
doon. Isa sa mga SOP (standard operating pro-
cedure) namin doon na kapag may prolonged
rainfall ...aalis na talaga sila," he said

The Manila International Airport Au-
thority logged the following canceled
flights:

• PAL Express (2P) 2932/2933 Manila-
Basco-Manila
• 2P 2035/2 6
• Cebgo G) 6

• AirSwi It (T6) 110 Mani Ill-EI Nido
• T6 113 El- ido Manila
• T6 114/115 Manila-EI Nco-Manil
• T6 126 Manila-El Nido
• T6 122 Manila-EI Nido
• T6 130 Manila El-Nido
• T6 130D Manila-EI NidCt
• T6 143D El- ido Manil
• T6 133 EI Nido-Manila
• T6 146D Manila-El Nido
• T6 146 Manila-E1 Nido
• T6 143 El ide-Manila
• T6 151 El ide-Manila
• T6 153D EI Nido-Manila
• T6 154D Manila-El Nido
• T6 149 El Nido-Manila
• T6 154/155 ManiIa-EI Nice-Manila
• T6 151D El l ido Manila

Meanwhile, the weather bu eau PA ASA
said a low pre sure area (LF~) last t eked
205 km. east ofMaasin City, Southem eyte
was unlikely to develop into a tropical cy lone.
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Are 'natural disasters' natural? (1)

We think of natural disasters as manifes-
tations of nature's wrath. This speaks

. of our tendency to deflect the blame
on nature for calamities that have

ravaged our communities. We never reflect
on how we have behaved-both individually
and collectively-in dealing with nature.

Nature-our environment as a whole-is
a gift to nurture our bodies as we navigate
through life's challenges on a daily basis. Yet
we never think of it in this light. We think it
is our right as the more superior creatures on
this planet to cultivate or even exploit nature
for what it can give us. But many times, we
do it rapaciously, draining it of whatever it
can provide us, almost to its breaking point.
This crucial point in the life cycles of many
elements of nature has led to disastrous con-
sequences of flooding, long droughts, and
eventual extinction of some species that
have weaker adaptive capacities to extreme
weather events or what is popularly now
known as climate change.

These thoughts came to mind while read-
ing about current daily realities in many
parts of our country, especially in northern
and central Mindanao which bore the brunt
of recent typhoons and flooding.

The reality of extreme weather events is
no longer far-fetched, as some regional offi-
cials used to think about two years ago, before
the devastating consequences of Typhoon
"Paeng" (Nalgae) that hit many parts of the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM) last October 2022.

Perhaps this is why the Philippine pro-
gram of the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations decided to gather
regional government functionaries designat-
ed as disaster risk reduction and management
(DRRM) officers last week here in General
Santos City, from Jan. 10 to 13. Iwas invited
to share with them the results of a just-com-
pleted exploratory study on climate fragility

KRIS-CROSSING MINDANAO
RUFA CAGOCO-GUIAM

risks and their intersections with violent con-
flict. I took part in it as the cultural anthro-
pologist/sociologist tasked to gather primary
narrative data from four municipalities that
are located within the country's biggest wet-
land, the Ligawasan (marsh). (The word 'liga-
wasan" is Magindanawn for marsh).

About two years earlier, when I start-
ed working on this research (funded by the
United States Institute for Peace and led by
Dr. Laurence Delina, an environmental sci-
ence professor at the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology), I interviewed a few

key officials of the region about the ffects of
climate change. Amo~ 10 people I ad con-
versations with, half f them cons] ered cli-
mate change as a real ty that is "m yet felt
seriously" in the BA~lM' and s mo experi-
enced in highly urbani ed areas in th > country
li~e Metro Mali ila. All hese percept ons were,
proven wrong when P eng struck. M ny com-
munities in the mainl nd area, of t e region
reeled from rnassive~devasta "ion. eluding
the deaths of more th n 50 individ Is, with
many still considere missi g upo now.
Some families who lost thei lover ones in
this "natural disaster" Ee sf! slowl coming
to terms with this pain 1real y in t ~]r lives.

The study was expl ratory in nan 'e, but it
was the first (If its kind done in the w-lying
communities of the region, which c,l happen
to be some of the areas frequent! ffected
by armed con flier, both in the past rd in the
present. During the martial law years under
President MaTOS Sr., ~ere as a n ore ver-
tical type of armed e counters be een the
forces of the state, mili ary, a 11poli against
the Moro National Lib ration ron resent-
ly, the episodic armed' iolence in se areas

, within the Ligawasan ( atu Pia 19, D, L1 Salibo,
Rajah Buayan, and Pag ungan) is att buted to
violence courtesy of h rizont. 1 pro gonists,
families competing fo local politic: power,
or those involved in t culture of v ngeance
or "rido,' as it is popu arly known. and dis-
putes are among the ore serious d com-
mon reasons fer rido t ere.

Our key findings ointed out that dev-
astating effects of bo h violent COI ict and
extreme weather eve ts have surfed and
exacerbated existing d ficits and de lities in
local governance, amoig them the 1 k of ap-
propriately trained g ernment fu ctionar-
ies heading local gove nment DRRM offices.

(To be can ~inued)

Comments to 'cguiarr)@gmail.co'l1

~
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New department aims to integrate water sector,
but will it mean better access,reasonable rates?

"glA COMMUNITY in the small town of Danao in
Bohol is among many countryside areas in the
Philippines where there is water-service up to the
household level, but supply is limited to just a few
hours per day under the best of circumstances.

Resident Gonzala T. Bacotcot, whose own
faucet had been broken, goes over to a neighbor
to collect 10 buckets of water daily between 5 to 8
a.m. when the supply pipes are open.
, "I pay our neighbors P100 monthly," she said.

But when it rains, such as in recent weeks due
to a low pressure area, Ms. Bacotcot said they
had to wait for three days until clear and potable
water from the river could be distributed.

Improving access to such a most basic need in
a sustainable manner is among the overarching
objectives of a proposed law that will consolidate
the country's water resource management through
the creation of a Department of Water Resources.

The measure will be on the priority table
when Congress resumes next week, with grueling ,
discussions expected given the myriad of issues
relating to water sourcing, distribution, sanitation,
flood management, and irrigation, among others.

Around 32 bills were filed at the House of
Representatives to create a department that will
provide oversight to all water-related issues. It is
currently pending at the committee on govern-
ment reorganization.

Albay Rep. Jose Ma, Clemente S. Salceda, au-
thor of one of the bills, said the proposed measure
will create an "umbrella department" that inte-
grates all stages of water resource management.

"There is currently no water regulatory system
to speak of:Power and authority is scattered in
some cases, (overlapping) in others, and is vague
or even non-existent in other areas," Mr. Salceda
said in a Viber message. -

Among the existing agencies involved in the
water sector are: the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System and Local Water Utilities Adminis-
tration as regulators; National Irrigation Administra-
tion; the Laguna Lake Development Authority; and
several bureaus under the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources, Department of Interior
and Local Govemment, Department of Agriculture,
and the Department of Public Works and Highways.

PHILIPPINE STAR/EOO GU,"f,gAN

Local governments are also involved in thE!ir
respective water districts, which are effectively set
up as cooperatives.

Guillermo Q. Tabios III, professor emeritus of
the University of the Philippines Institute of Civil
Engineering, said the proposed water depart-
ment is necessary as it would harmonize land and
coastal resources, including the control of wal!er-
related hazards.

"The job of the (proposed) Department 01' Wa-
ter Resources is to integratt~ and oversee among
the various water sub-sectors to optimally' pl,:ln,
design and operate the natural or physical wcltl~r
resources recognizing the possible conflictingl,
competing nr complementary uses of water," ~Ir.
Tabios said via email.

Campaign group Water for the People Network
(WPN), however, cautioned that deliberations for
establishing a water department should have ,:1
clear direction as to the future of the sector, pert icu-
larly the provision of water services in remote ereas,

Reginald S. Vallejos, WPN spokesperson. ~;clid
via Messenger chat, "We wish the issue were as
simple as whether decentralized or consondeted
water supply management: will be more effective:'

"The objective must be clear first. Is it to
ensure safe efficient accessible affordable wster
for the public or to ensure return on investml;!n t or
profits for the private sector involved in the opera-
tions?" he said. - Beatrlz Marie D. Cruz

Read the full story by typing the link
< blt.Iy/BWTheHatlon >
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Enhancing PH capacities on climate acti
ernmentpartner, incoordination with Dr. Bjoern Surborg, princ pal advisor
relevant agencies and institutions," of the SSCIS Pn ject and lister coer-
the CCC said. dinator for climate chang and disas-

He described the SSCIS Project as ter risk anagerhent for IZ Philip-
an opportunity for CCC and the Phil- pines Office.
ippine government "to further enhance "The GIZ Philippines, hrough the
knowledge and capacities in data South-South Project, re ains corn-
management, including collecting, mitted to work with the Philipp he
generating, and analyzingclirnate data government in promotin data-driv-
as a basis of climate action". en climate actibin to e ance local

"The South-South Center ofExcel- knowledge on climate ch ge," Sur-
lence will allow usto further deepen borg said.
our engagement with 'the Climate Hewasjoined ychief viserjim-
Vulnerable Forum (cYF), promoting my Loro and te~t memb rs Theresa
a whole-of-worldapproach in enhanc- Lim, Denise Arm 'Suare , Richard
ingclirnate resilience of communities," Antonio, and R\.Ire Ylade.
he said. The country's geogra ical loca-

The CVF is an international part- tionandarchipela 'dorm tionmake
nership of countries highly vulnerable it one of the most vulnerabl countries
to a warming planet, according to its in the world to c.i: ate ch ge.
website. It serves as a South-South Based on Germanwatc Institute';
cooperation platform for participat- 2021 Global Climate Risk dex, th •
ing governments to act together to deal Philippines is the burth m st affect
with global climate change. country in the 20-year p iod fro

The SSCISProjectTeam was led by 2000 to 2019.

IT won't be long before climate in-
formation services become more ac-
cessible to Filipinos.

The Climate Change Commission
armounced that the German Develop-
ment Cooperation South-South Col-
laboration on Climate Information
Services Project Team paid a courtesy
call on CCC vice chairman and execu-
tive Robert Borje, the overall program
director, on Friday to discuss the next
steps in the implementation of the
SSCIS.

The five-million euro (P298.8-bil-
lion) SSCIS project aims' to provide
climate information services to na-
tional and local government and the
academe,. and establishes a South-
South Center of Excellence as a venue
for knowledge exchanges among cli-
mate-vulnerable countries.

"During the meeting, Borje wel-
comed the SSCISProject Team tasked
to handle project operations under the
guidance of the CCC as the lead gov-
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DENR,Globe hail winners of Klima-likasan Award;
IN celebration of the 2022 Na-
tional Climate Change Conscious-
ness Week, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and Globe recognized the
efforts of individuals, groups and
local government units (LGUs) to
address climate change, contribute
to disaster risk reduction, and pro-
mote cultural and behavioral shifts.

In line with its commitment to
climate resiliency, Globe partnered
with the DENR Climate Change
Service and was the lone private
sector co-presenter of the 2022
Mga Kuwentong Klima-likasan: A
Climate and Disaster Resiliency
Recognition Awards.

Entries were evaluated based on

their dimate and disaster resiliency
content (60 percent), visual appeal
of photos and videos (30 percent),
and the geographical reach of the
initiative (10 percent).

Composed of representativesfrom
the ClimateChangeCommission, the
Office of Civil Defense and Globe,
the board of judges chose individu-
als, groups and LGUsthat had gone
a long way in their efforts to address .
the impact of dimate change within
their communities or beyond.

As the county's leading digital
solutions provider, Globe continued
to recognize that climate change
was a huge challenge that required
collective action; hence, the need to
support and highlight the efforts of

• The 2022 Klima-likasan winners are recognize for add essin climate
change, contributing to disaster risk rE'~uction, nd prom ting c Jltural and
behavioral shifts. CONTRIBl" TED SCREENSHOT .
Filipinos from aroun the country.

·We see technology, which is a
key enabler of industries, to help
accelerate the just transition to a
green economy,' said YolyCrisanto,
chief sustain ability and corporate

cornmu ications offi r of the
C~lobeG up.

"Letus all work togeth to build a
sustainab e and d' ate-re .lientPhil-
ippines. I is our ferventv i h that by
givingrec gnition, adde Crisanto.

I
I
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UN adopts sabotage as.new e irnate
r"J"'HE United Nations has ap-
1parently become dissatisfied

that its weak, perforrnative action
since the landmark 2015 Paris
Agreement is not working quickly
enough to ensure that the world
is incapable of stopping or slow-
ing global warming. Not content
with simply being the bureaucratic
briar patch it has always been,
it has now turned to outright
sabotage to prevent coordinated
climate action.

LastThursday (January 12), the
UNFCCC (UN Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change) Sec-
retariat announced that the 28th
Conference of Parties (COP28)
to be held in Dubai in November
this year will be chaired by Sultan
Ahmed al-Iaber, the CEO of the
UAE's state-owned Abu Dhabi
National Oil Co. (Adnoc).

My jaw literally fell open when
I read this announcement, and so
did those of the five or six people
I shared the news with over the
weekend, people who are vari-
ously associated with multilateral
development institutions, the en-
ergy sector, the banking industry,
and environmental groups.

If the UN had simply put out
a statement reading, "Eff your
stupid climate, go ahead and
boil, peons," it would not have
been as big an insult to climate-
vulnerable nations, climate action

ROUGH
TRADE

BEN
KRITZ

issue, and make recommenda-
tions for its implementation at
this year's COP28.

The C0P28 that is being held
in a petro-monarchy, and chaired
by the head of the national oil
company. One reaction that I read
somewhere summed it up best:
''This is like appointing an arms
dealer to preside over a peace
conference." No analogy would
likely be too awful or inappropri-
ate to describe how bad a decision
this is: putting a fox in charge of
guarding the henhouse, hiring a
pedophile to teach kindergarten,
having some Brownshirts provide
security for a bar mitzvah.

For his part, Jaber reacted
to his appointment by issuing
a statement that repeated the
UAE's official BS policy toward
climate action, which is just
about what one would expect to
hear from one of the world's big-
gest petroleum producers. "We
will bring a pragmatic, realistic
and solutions-oriented approach
that delivers transforrnative
progress for climate and for low
carbon economic growth," Jaber
said. "1 sincerely believe that cli-
mate action today is an immense
economic opportunity for invest-
ment in sustainable growth." .

The UAE has for several years
been trying to diversify its econ-
omy away from oil and gas

- the petro eum industrj now
acc )IJOts fo about 30 p cent
of GDP - ut that is be ause
that dusty li le corner of Arabia
is ru nning ~t of the go uice,
and not nee sarily because of
climate co cems. The AE's
own commi ents underth aris
Agreernentar not impress' thas
adop led a na .onal policy ( sup-
plying half of ts energt neec &rom
renewable s urces b 205 and
achieving do esticcar on n utral-
ity -- which p intedlyexdud any
calm]ation 0 the carbon foo print
of its oil and as exports.

AI:the sam time, almost n the
same breath, e UAEgover-iment
has said that the Gulf stat will
need to inves at least 600 lion
in the oil an gas industry ery
year through }030 - six tim 's the
global target fi r fundi gof ( ate
adaptation a d mitigation e . orts
set by the Pa .s Agreemen - in
orde to keep up with dem id.

So, how do it intend to c ) that
and still achLre "domestic: 'bon
neutrality!" As far as the ..Eis
concerned, there is no pr lem
caused by technology hat C' nnot
be solved by ore tecnnok 'V, so
it has positio ed itsel . as a ader
in carbon capture and s pag.e
development - the ludicr iusly
energy-inte sive concept hat
cannc t possi ly be deployed on a

Kri 6

r
• KRITZ FROM A4

organizations, and the vast swath
of the global business community
involved in climate mitigation
and adaptation efforts as Jaber's
appointment to head COP28 is.

One of the main reasons for
the failure of COP27, held last
year in Egypt, to achieve any sub-
stantial results was-the presence
and energetic activity of a large
number of fossil-fuel industry
lobbyists, many of them having
come from the UAE, accord-
ing to people who were. there.
The conference subsequently
failed to reach any agreement
on additional emissions cuts,
failed to reach an agreement on
reductions in coal use, and really
only accomplished one thing,
which was to agree in principle
to compensate at-risk countries
for climate-related losses. That
agreement, however, is utterly
toothless at this point despite the
UNFCCC's efforts to talk it up as
some kind of historic achieve-
ment; all the draft agreement
specified was that a committee
would be formed to study the

•• om

UN adopts sabotage as new climate poll y
large enough scale to even make a
noticeable dent in the atmosphere's
carbon dioxideconcentrations.That's
the "immense economic opportu-
nity" Jaber is talking about.

Jaber'sappointment to chaircar28
wouldbe appallingunder anycircum-
stances,but what made the announce-
ment even more unimaginably atro-
ciouswasthat on the verysame day it
occurred, thejournalSciencepublished
a study that revealed that in-house
researchby oil giant ExxonMobilhad,
as far back as the 1970s,developed
"astonishingly accurate" anthropo-
genic climate change models, more
accurate than even the best models

developed by climatologists in the

past 10 years or so. How accurate?
As one example, a 1982 "proprietary
simulation" circulated internally at
ExxonMobiipegged the current level
of global warming- 40yearslater -
at exactlythe 1.2Coverpre-industrial
levelsthat it actually is now.

ExxonMobil'sresponse to its own
findingsthat continued fossilfuel use
wouldresultin "dramaticenvironmen-
tal effectsbefore the year 2050· was
to suppress the information. A 1988
internalmemo uncoveredbyresearch-
erswasa typicalreminderto company
executivesand itsPI{ machinery:"Em-
phasize the uncertainty in scientific

condusions regarding the potential
enhanced greenhouse effect. •

Althoughthe revelationsabout Exx-
onMobil'sresearchand itsactiveefforts
to coveritup wereastonishingfortheir
detail, theywere not reallysurprising
for their existence.Oil companiesand
industrygroups such as the American
PetroleumInstitutehaveengagedin a
conspiracyto suppress and misdirect
dimate effortssincethe late1950s,and
just about everymajor oil company
has been involved:ExxonMobil,Shell,
Total and, of course, although being
somewhatlatecomersto that particular
party, the big Gulf concerns such as
SaudiAramcoand Adnoc. '.

And this is who the UNFCCC thinks
is a good choice to lead the world's

annual dimate summit The message

that thEIintentio 1S towara dirna ac-
tion am comple ely insincere.cytical
even,(~Iuldnot e dearer. Ifthe tire
UNFCCCSecre 'at leadershij nd
staffdoesn'tresi in shame,alon .th
thatspinelesssi ulacrum IfaU ec-
retary-Oeneral, tonio Guterres ho
isresponsibleforthem beingthe e
restoftheworlds ould iwasti its
time.bClycottCO28,demand its n-
tributio[1S to acc unts li e the G obal
ClimateFundbe eturned,and ha ldle
climate.relatedc ncems as best i
withal I the pais DOUS i t ner nee of
the UN and the loated plutocrats it
lets pull its strin

ben kritz@m iletim .net
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Cllmate activist Greta Thunber
carrie away by police durinq
anti-coal protest in Germa ~Iy

CLIMATE activist Greta
Thunberg on Sunday was
detained by police dur-
ing an anti-coal mining
protest in Germany, Ger-
man daily BUd reported.

. Thunberg was taken
away by police in the Ger-
man village of Luetzerath,
where protesters are trying
to save the village from
being destroyed by a coal
mine.

She was hauled away
from the protest by two
armored police officers, but
was not seen being hand-
cuffed. .

Speaking atthe protests
on Saturday, the famed
Swedish activist claimed
that Germany is "embar-
rassing itself' and added:
"I think it's absolutely ab-
surd that this is happening
in 2023,"

Thunberg was one of
the many demonstrators
who flocked to the location
on Saturday, which has
come to represent opposi-
tion to fossil fuels.

She apparently re-
turned on Sunday and was
among the final demon-
strators evacuated from
the area, amid criticism of
what some called a heavy-
handed police crackdown.

SWEDISH climate activist Greta Thunberg (center)
speaks to press members during the demonstra-
tions of climate activists in Lutzerath located a
German state of North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany.

German police on Sat-
urday clashed with anti-
coal activists at a protest
camp in the abandoned
western village of Lutzer-
ath as demonstrators tried
to prevent it from being
mined for coal, according
~. p~rivate broadcaster n-

ton-wielding police
use pepper spray and
water guns to disperse the
mainlymasked protesters,
who braved rain and strong
winds.

There were no immedi-
ate reports of arrests or in-
juries, as the situation did

calm down later in the
evening, according to po-
lice.

Anti-coal activists ex-
pressed dismay at the
crackdown in Lutzerath.

"What we are experi-
encing today and the last
few days is pure police vi-
olence. We are shocked at.
how thepolice areproceed-
ing and condemn this be-
havior. We remain stead-
fast because we know what
we are fighting for: climate
justice!" tweeted one ac-
tivistofthe anti-coal group
Lutzerath bleibt.

More than 10,000 pea-

ple took part in the
coal protest as police ere
com leting the evicti n of
the remaining pro ters
who retreated to er-
ground tunnels .

"Ihesitualioninl.u
ath is a huge intemati nal
embarrassmentforth 00-
eral (German) gov 1,"
Thunberg told theG
Press Agency in Colo

"People have bee
fending Lutzerathfor
as part of a global j
movement. The fact at
people are taking acti n is
asign ofhope.vshe ad ed.

M
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Bul ang Taal nag
140 pagyanlg nalta

MULINGnag-alboroto naitala rin ang pagbuga
ang bulkang Taal ng usok sa bunganga ng
makaraangmakapagtalang bulkang Taal na may
140 volcanic earthquake taas na 1000 metrong
sanakalipasna magdamag taas.
iniulat kanina Enero 16, Nabatid pa sa Phivolcs
2023 (Lunes) ng Philip- na namataan ang maikling
pine Institute of Volcano- pamamaga ng bahagi ng ti-
logy and Seismology mog-silangang bahagi ng
(Phivolcs). bulkang Taal.

Nabatid sa Phivolcs SinabipangPhivolcsna
bukod sa pagyanig mahigpit na ipinagbabaw-
nakataas sa alert level 1 al ang pagpasok ng sino sa
ang paligid ng bulkang paligid ng bulkang Taal
Taal. lalo na malapit sa bungan-

L.......:.A.::yc.:0:.:n.:.....::s-=a....:P:...:h:.:;i:.:v~o:.;.1~c.s~n:.::ac-.&>ang bulkan.

Ipinagbabawal din ang
pagpapalipad ng anu-
mang ur ng aircraft mal-
apit sa t ktok ng bulka
dahil sa banta ng volca-
nic earth uake at pag-
buga ng manipis na ash-
fall.

Ang bulkang Taal ay
itinuturing na aktibon ~
bulkan dahil sa mga nakali-
pas na pag-aalboroto nit)
na matatagpuan sa lalawi-
gan ng Batangas.

(Boy Celarju]
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Walo katao ang ini- silangan ng Leyte, Leyte. nabanggit na munisipali-
ulat na sugatan matapos Maliban sa napaulat dad upang tiyaking ligtas
na tumama anqrnaq- na nasaktan, nagtamo ang mga paaralan sa
nitude 5.1 na lindel sa rirr ng pinsala ang ilang mga pinsalang naidulot
Leyte nitong Linggo ng mga tirahan, simbahan ng lindol.
gabi, Enero 15. at kalsada. Bumuo na rin si Ysi-

Alas-8 :28 ng gabi Nauna nang idinek- dro ng grupo na binubuo
nang tumama ang lindol lara ni Leyte Mayor Ar- ng mga tauhan mula
at sentro nito ay may nold James Ysidoro ang sa Municipal Enginee-
3 kilometro ng timog- suspensyon ng klase sa ring Office, Municipal--~----~~~~----~--~~-

Nanawagan din ang
alkalde sa mga resi-
dente na hintayin muna
ang go-signal mula sa
inspection team bago
tuluyang buinauk, sa

----,8!1

Ni nORIS
FR,~~NCHB

Disaster Risk R~UC-
tion an Manage ent
Office, Bureau 0 Fire
Protection, Philippine
National Police, Munici-
pal 8oci,i Welfar and
DevelopmentOffic ,Ru-
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Nina ZAIDA DELOS REYES & J '1. LEG..~ ,

6 katao sugatan .sa!
5.1 na lindol sa Leyte

AN1M katao ang nasugatan sa 5.1
lindol na yumanig sa isang bayan ng
Leyte nitong Linggo ng gabi.

Batay sa ulat ng Philippine National
Police (P P), nakilala ang mga nasug-
atan na sina Leah Delima, 36; Jean Rosa
Abilar, 12; Flora Mae Lugo, 22; Ma.
Elena Quir, 64; Luciano Quir, 64; at
Althea Sofia Abarca, 7, pawang mga
residente ng Leyte, Leyte.

Ayon sa update na inilabas ng Phil-
ippine Institute of Volcanology and Seis-
mology (Phivolcs), ang ~agyanig ay
naitala dakong 8:28p.m. (Enero 15), sa
3 kilometers southeast ng Leyte.

Dahil sa rnalakas na pagyanig, nagd-
esisyon si Leyte Mayor Arnold James
Ysidoro na magdeklara ng suspensiyon
ng trabaho at klase nitong Lunes (Enero
16) upang matiyak ang kaligtasan ng
lahat.

"We have deployed five groups com-
posed of department heads and person-

nel from different office; to assess the
damage caused by the earthquake,"
pahaya~ ill Ysidoro,

Nakiusap din ang alkalde sa mga
residente na i-report sa kinauukulan
kung may makikita silang crack 0 basag
sa mga gusalL .

Naramdaman ang Intensity III na
pagyanig sa mga bayan ng Alangalang,
Carigara, Babatngon, Barugo, Tac1o-
ban City, at Ormoc City, lahat ay matat-
agpuan sa probinsya ng Leyte.

Sinasabing may ilan&mga kabahay-
an ang naplnsala ng lindol sa mga
surnandaling ito,

Naitala din ang Intensity N sa Cari-
gara, Leyte; Intensity ill sa Alangalang
at Ormoc City, Leyte; Intensity II sa
Calubian, Albuera, Leyte at Intensity I
sa Borongan City, Eastern Samar at
Bogo City, Cebu.

Dagdag ng Phivolcs, posbilerig
magkaroon ng aftershocks ang lindoL


