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Palaceofficial issues anomalous 0 dr'
backing Chinese firrn illegally mining nic

. I " !

The December 23 order appears to
be part of a coordinated plan, Just a
week after, on December 29, Yinglong
was given by the DENR Regional Of-
fice 3 a permit to transport 250,000
metric tons of nickel ore, and an ex-
port permit for 50,000 MT oflaterite
nickel ore, At laterite nickel's current
price of $.100per metric ton, Yinglong
would have shipped $4,5 million,
or P250 million worth of the metal.

Because of the rise in international
prices of nickel ore due mainly to Rus-
sia's war against Ukraine, exportation

, of nickel ore - the Philippines is the
world's second largest producer of the
mineral - has become big money,
especially since the ore in Zambales
is the so-called laterite nickel found
just near the surface, and therefore
requires little digging,

IfYinglong had managed to sell 10-
cally or abroad the remaining 200,000
MT under the permit, it would gener-
ate revenues of PI billion,

However, the DENR's national
headquarters was alerted by the
export permits - rushed through
the Christmas season - issued
by its regional office, The MGB's
director Wilfredo Mancano, invok-
ing the instructions of two DENR
secretaries, ordered its regional of-
fice last Thursday (January 12) to
revoke the mineral export permits,
The next day, the head of Regional
Office 3, Alilo Ensomo, resigned,
writing that "it is time that I give
back to my family and spend every
possible moment with them," He
didn't mention at all the nickel ore
transport and export permits he had
issued to Yinglong on December 29,
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• Desla Anna LizaLogan's Dec.23, 2022 IDrderto DENR(left) to lift its ease and esist
order against Yinglong's illegal mining oilnickel ore; right, Mines and il!Oscience Bureau
Regional Office3 December 29 permit authorizing the firm to export tl~l!nickel 0 e.
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(PI billion) agreed payment that
Yinglong submitted to it had been
dishonored by the banks. Only
$850,000 could be encashed early
last year. A Westchinamin lawyer said
that in hindsight, it was Yinglong's
small payments that made it so com-
placent as to allow the Chinese firm
to secure the mining area and extract
nickel as soon as it could.

Westchinamin Chairman and Presi-
dent Antonio Marfori asked through
three letters in August last year Environ-
ment Secretary Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga
to formally rescind its assignment of
rights to the firm and order the police
to stop Yinglong from mining:

Pl billion

The DENR finally acted on W$tchina-
min's request only in October last year,
but not for Yinglong's failure to pay the
PI billion under the agreement, but
rather for the Chinese firm's failure to
secure the required ECC and other re-
quirements needed to undertake PIining.

The Desla's order December 22
lifted the EMB's order, the first time
a Palace official overturned an order
of a DENR office. "It emasculated the
DENR in resolving matters within
its sole and exclusive jurisdiction,'
according to the motion by West-
chinamin lawyers to the executive
secretary. Logan didn't even get
Westchinamin side and Yiplated
rules of procedure for appeals to the
president, among them that a notice
of appeals and a bond must be sub-
mitted to the Office of the President.

More importantly, the Desla's
ruling to block the DENR order
for Yinglong was flimsy: That the
Chinese firm's nick-el stockpile had
accumulated and therefore had to.
be disposed to prevent it from spill-
ing into the Uacon lake.

lUegal

Th~ DENR since last year had asked
Yinglong to stop its mining opera-
tions, which it deemed to be illegal.
This is because Presidential Decree
(pm 1586 issued by..p;:esicient Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr.'s father 44 rears
ago, and reaffirmed in so many laws
and regulations, required a company
to' have an ECC issued by the DENR

.or.,:lse it is deemed to be mining il-
legally, with its owners punishab E by
imprisonment and fines.

A,Yinglong representativ last week
admitted that the firm had no ECC,
but that its position was that it could
USE;. the ECC secured by the company
that sold it its mining rights to the
area. This is not true as PD 1586
categorically states that an ECe is
issued to the person or corporation
undertaking the mining operations in
order to assure accountability.

A Filipino company, Westchinamin
Corp., in 2021 assigned its mi ing
rights covering 2,292 hectares in Can-
delaria, Zambales to Yinglong, 'ith
the. agreement requiring Yinglong to
secure its own ECC, as Westchimamin
cannot under PD 1586 transfer its
ECe to it. Especially as the mine's
site, Candelaria, is the hometowr. of
Zambales Gov. Hermogenes Ebdane,
the former police general and public
works secretary, who since 1021 has
been asked by local NGOS and West-
chinamin officials to persuade the
Ch!nese firm to stop its illegal mining.
Ebdane however had ignored the pie as.

~nother DENR office, the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB), early
last year also ordered Yinglon to st >p
its operations for not complying wi th
other mining regulations. The Chinese
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Stunned

DENR officials were stunned at Desla
Logan's order, which has been the
subject of talk in the department as
this had never happened before. Dep-
uty executive secretaries and even the
executive secretary have no authority'
to stop an order issued by executive'
departments. Only the president has
the authority to do so. No such appeal
against the DENR order, however,
was brought to President Marcos and
he had not authorized the executive'
secretary or his deputy to act on it.

What raised eyebrowsat the DENRand
the mining industry is the fact that Logan
has been the first lady's closest lawyer,
whom she had recruited into her former
law firm MOST (for Marcos, Ochoa,
Serapio and Tan) in 2008, just two years
after it was founded, until she was alleg-
edly requested by Mrs. Marcos to join
her husband's office. She was appointed
deputy executive secretary for legal af-
fairs last September, after then Executive
SecretaryVictor Rodriguez was removed,
reportedly at the ins .gation of the first
lady with whom he had locked horns.

Logan's chief legal officer is Rowena
Sanchez, whose husband Manuel is a
former Rizal congressman who held
various positions in both Gloria Ma-
capagal Arroyo's and Benigno Aquino
3rd's administrations, including DENR
undersecretary during the latter's ad-
ministration. Lawyer Manuel Sanchez
apparently has been assisting Yinglong
legally and through other means.

He had sent his representative to meet
me two weeks ago, who actually was
the one who alerted me to this issue, al-
though he tried to convince me that i5was
Westchinamin that did not comply with .
its deal with the Chinese firm. Yinglong,
Sanchez's man said, was unfairly "vilified
and demonized viciously at the DENR
and in the mining industry .•

Reorganizing

I had sent messages three days ago
to the Presidential Communications
Secretary Cheloy Garafil requesting
for comments on this topic from
the first lady. When pressed why she
wasn't replying to me at all, she mes-
saged me: UNsgtete-otg pa po kasi
OF, Sir (Because the Office of the
President was reorganizing)."

Yinglong certainly was audacious in
mining for nickel and shipping it out
since the original holder of the rights
to the mine, Westchinamin, which as-
signed its rights to it in 2021 for $20
million (PI billion), had been furi-
ous at it for not paying it the amount
agreed upon. It claimed that based
on its agreement with Yinglong, the
failure to comply with the schedule

'of payments (in $5-million tranches
from July 2021 to December 2022)
automatically voids the agreement,
and the Chinese firm must stop min-
ing and vacate the area.

The Chinese firm didn't.

Westchinamin claimed that most
of the checks for the $20 million. t

Ridiculous

"This is completely ridic lous," West-
chinamin's la ryer Vict ria Florida
said. "Th lake is far fr m the min-
ing area and spi Ilage is at possible
at all," she pointed out Nit's solen
mineral are as 'inglong id not ave
an authority to mine it, nd no the
Desla is saying they can 0 wha ver
they want with the mine nickel SInce
it poses an environment Ithreat?"

Yinglong seem; ':0 have s ch control of
that area in Zambales that i realplan is to
ship out the nickel it had m ed, through
another firm, the lawyerd ed.

Big money is involve here. he
Philippines is th ~second I gest m neT
of nickel, a necessary in redient for
the manufacture of stainl ss steel nd
lithium ba tteries. especial for elec ric
cars. Refined nickel prices ad zoomed
up startin last year to hit 30,000 ier
ton because of fears that e invasion
of Ukraine by Russia, the f urth largest
producer, would reduce i export as
a result of Westun sancti ns. At at
price, Westchin min's es imated lat-
erite nickel are reserves, i mined nd
exported quickl . could eld at ast
P3 billion n revenues for e mi

'. e

Second part on Wed esday;
Jan. 18,2023

Facebook: 'igobeito iglao
Twitter: j~)bobitig ao

Archives: www.ngobettotigleo.co
. Book orders: www.tigob otig1 .

com/shop
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Land Management Bureau official vo ws ell
of Ian -related services to Filipinos to impro

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

." @jonlmayuga ,

EXPECTa more efficient and ef-
fectiveland administration and
management services from the

government this year.
Anofficialofthe LandManagement

Bureau (LMB)of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources

said the agency has put in place last
year groundbreaking policies geared
toward efficient and effective land
administration and management.

LMBDirector Emelyne V.Talabis
. said with the newly implemented
policies and other accomplishments
on its priority programs, they expect
improved delivery efland-related ser-
vices to Filipinos this year.

LandManagement Cireul r (LMC)
2022-001, titled "Guidelines on t e
UseofGlol::alNavigation Satellite Sys-
tem (GNS ) in the Conduct ot Contr I
and Land Surveys," which the L
issued on Feibruary7, 2022, provid s
geodeticen:;.neerswith theproperpro-
cedures on the use ofGNSSas compl -
mentaryandalternativeinstn.. nent n
the conduct of land rveys.
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DENR~13, (HEd ink planting pcld
BUTUAN CITY - In line with the enactment of the

proposed "One Million Malunggay Plant Growing Advocacy
Project", the Department. of Environment and Natural
Resources in the Caraga Region and the Commission on
Higher Education signed the memorandum of understanding
for the implementation of the program.

The MoUsigning - held over the weekend - was led by
DENR-13 executive director Nonito Tamayo and CHED-13
director Dr. George Colorado.
According to Tamayo, state universities and colleges will

be part of the project as the regional agency eyes to link
the SUCs to the National Greening Program of DENR-13,
particularly to the 123 associations. in the region under the
Community-Based Forest Management Agreemflnt.

DENR-13has a target area of 1,200 hectares for its -GP
project.

"The CHEDand the SUCshere will provide the seeds and
seedlings of malunggay trees which will be propagated in the
17nurseries of the DENRsituated in different provinces," he
said, adding that they aim to begin the project by February.

D D D
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

DATE



~~ STRATEGIC

~~ ~;MUNICATION

~=i;=~INITIATIVES
• SERVICE

Tribune
WITHOUT FEAR ., WITHOUT FAVOR

Paraflaque garbage
contractor in hot water
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BY ALVIN MURCIA
@tribunephl_alvi

Parafiaque City Mayor Eric Olivarez
announced on Sunday that he has ordered
an investigation into possible "malicious and
deliberate" acts by the city's former garbage
hauling contractor that resulted in trash
pileups during the recent Christmas and New
Yearholidays.

Olivarez stressed that he has received
reports that water and electrical facilities, as '
well as the sewage treatment plant or STP in
the city'sgarbagetransfer stationwere disabled
by the previouscontractor which prevented the
processing of trash when the new contractor
took over on 1January.

"These are very serious allegations, and we
will send the previouscontractor a letter asking
for an explanation," Olivarez said.

However, the mayor said he is happy to
announce that despite that glitch, garbage
collection has already returned to normal
and there are no more pileups in major and
secondary streets and even inside subdivisions
and communities.

'These are very serious allegations, and
we will send the previous contractor a
letter asking for an explanation.'

The city's 16barangay chairpersons were
also hailed by the mayor for their support and
cooperation.

"We really' appreciate the help of our
barangay officials because they went above
and beyond their mandates to ensure that our
communities are clean and our constituents
safe and healthy," Olivarez said.

To recall, the city experienced some
garbage pileups around Christmas time as
the former contractor reportedly started
pulling out personnel and trucks as evidenced
by reports and complaints received by the City
Environment and Natural Resources Officeor
CENROat that time.
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Krisis sa basura sa Paranaque, pineiiimbesi:iga an
Inutos ni Paranaque humadlang sa pagpro- Nagpasalamat din and Natural Resources

City Mayor Eric L. on- seso ng basuranangang ang alkalde sa 16 na Office 0 GENRO~lalo
varez ang imbestigasyon bagong contractor ang punong barangay sa . pang nalgtambak ang
sa posibleng "maliscious pumalit noong Enero 1. suporta at kooperasyon basura noong B gong
and deliberate" acts ng . "These are very na aniya, ay nagirg in- Taondahil sa tradi nal
dating contractorsa pag- serious allegations, and strumento sa agarang na pag ahanda n9 mga
hakot ng basura sa lung- we will sendthe previous pagresolba ng problema tao.
sodnanagresuttasamga contractor a letter asking sa loob ng ilang araw, "By this time, the for-
tambak ng basura noong for anexplanation,"aniya. Naranasan ng mga mer contractor hfld re-
mga nakaraangPaskoat "Nevertheless, we residente ng lungsod portedly ~;toppedqollect-
BagongTaon, are happy to announce ang pagtambak n9 mga ing trash altogeth~r."We

Sinabi ng alkalde na that despite that glitch, basura sa kalye na hindi were read for an efficient
nakatanggap~a ngmga our garbage collection nahakot noong kapasku- and ordlerlytransition in
ulat na ang mga pasili-. has already returned to han. garbagelhauling," ani pa
dad ng tubig at kuryente, normal and there are no Ani Olivarez, dahil ni Oliv8l'ez.
gayundin ang sewage more pileups in major umano sa pag-pull out Nal1!Jlikonarnan ang
treatment plant0 STP,sa and secondary streets, ng mga tauhan at trak na alkalde na aalamin k
garbage transfer station and even inside subdivi- pinatunayan ng mga ulat sino anu responsable
sa lungsod ay na-disable sions and communities," at reklamong natanggap sa nanm,ari. (Ludy Bef-
ng dating contractor na dagdag ni Olivarez. ng City Environment mudo)
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Parafiaqua City Mayor Olivarez
pipigain dating kontratista sa basura
PINAIIMBESTIGAHANni Parafiaque City and there are no more pi eups in major and.
Mayor Eric L.Olivarez ang posibleng 'ma- secondary streets, and even inside subdivi..
licious and deliberate' acts ng dating gar - 'sions and communities," ayon kay Olivarez,
bage hauling contractor na nagresulta ng Kaugnay nito ay pinasalamatan n i
pagtambak ng basura nitong nakaraang .Mayor Olivarez ang Hi barangay chair-
Pasko at Bagong Taon. person sa kanilang suporta at kooperas-

Ayon sa alkalde, nakatanggap ito ng yon kaya agarang nasolusyunan ang
mga ulat na ang water at electrical facili- problema.
ties, gayundin ang sewage treatment plant Nakaranas ang lungsod ng tambax
o s.TPsa garbage transfer station ng lungsod ng basura noong Pasko dahil sinim u-
ayhindi pinagana ng dating contractor kaya Ian ng dating contractor ang pag-alis n 5
nagkaproblema sa mga basura nang pu- mga tauhan at trak base sa report at rek-
malit ang bagong contractornoong Enero 1. lamong tinanggap ng City Environment

"These are very serious allegations, and Natural Resources Office or CENRO.
and we will send the previous contrac- "We were ready for an efficient aI1Id
tor a letter asking for an explanation," orderly transition in garbage hauling,
giit ng alkalde. ayon sa mayor. "Unfortunately, there ha e

"Nevertheless, we are happy to an- been acts that are beyond our control]
nounce that despite that glitch, our garbage but we promise to look into this matter
collection has already returned to normal and find out who is really responsible."
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EcoWaste laments use ofiplastic
a = " ~----"""'"

fiesta buntings
Environmental watchdog

EcoWaste Coalition lamented the
unregulated practice of hang-
ing banderitas or buntings made
mostly of single-use plastics, amid
the celebration of the Feast of Sto.
Nino in Tondo and Pandacan,
Manila yesterday.

"While we applaud some
neighborhoods for opting not to
join the wasteful bandwagon, we
are saddened by the needless use
of single-use plastic banderitas as
citizens rejoice in honor of the
Child Jesus unmindful of the plas-
tic pollution crisis we are facing,"
EcoWaste national coordinator
Aileen Lucero said.

EcoWaste patrollers said they
observed the use of plastic "labo,"
sando bags and other plastic

scraps in banderitas displayed in
the streets of Pandacan and ndo.

Among the places found ex-
tremely decorated with disposable
banderitas were Kahilom and Nar-
ciso streets in Pandacan, as well
as portions of Corcuera, Franco,
Lakandula, Pavia, Perla, Madrid,
Mejorada, Nicodemus, Pacheco,
Pilapil, Sto. Cristo, Tioco and Trini-
dad Rizal streets in Tondo.

"These banderitas have no artis-
tic, functional, historical or spiri-
tual value. Worse, they contribute
to the tons of garbage to be hauled
after the occasion, consisting
mostly of single-use plastics and
other unsorted discards, including
food waste," Lucero said.

Toaddress this perennial garbage
problem, EcoWastecalled on the

local government of
church officialsto ba
ban on single-use pi
in all festivities.

The group also p shed for the
implementa Ion of anila City
Ordinance 8 82, wh ch bans the
use of plash: bags f r dry goods
and regulating their use for wet
goods.

The ordin il,ncepr hibits
polystyrene iP astic a containers
for food, pro uce an othe-
products.

EcoWaste i) inted ut tha
stricter enforc ent 0 Ordin mce
8282 would he;lp in re ucing e
volume of gall'tage ge erated
by the city of Manila, hich 1.'

projected to increase f om 418,507
metric tons last:year t 421,772

metric t.ons in 2023, according to
the National Solid Waste Manage-
ment Commission. .

Aside from banderitas, EcoW-
aste also questioned the need for
"h~ppy fiesta" plastic tarpaulins,
which, the group said, "contribute
to the street clutter and litter."
. Meanwhil~, permits to carry

firearms outside of residence in
Manila for the Sto. Nino feast will
rem:un suspended until today, the
~ahonal Capital Region Police Of-
fice (NCRPO) said.

Only members of the police
military and other law enforce:
me~t agencies performing official
duties are allowed to carry fire-
arms, the NCRPO said.

- Elizabeth Marcelo,
Ralph Edwin Villanueva
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_ewa~re~f unlregistered
cosmEt'tic'proctucts - FDA

TIle Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has warned the
public against the purchase and use of unregistered cosmetic
products. I

In separate advisor:ies,the FDA identified the unregistered
cosrmtic products as Green Apple liquid hand soap, Simple Kind
to Skin moisturizing 1~lcialwash, GT Oarifiance facial toner, Lashful

Iascara Lumiere Skl~~Vitals,Faceshop Real Nature Bamboo face
-'- ,
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mask and Nivea Energy men shower gel. __
"The use of such violative products may pose health

risks to consumers," the FDA said. "Potential hazards may
come from ingredients that are not allowed to be part of
cosmetic products or from the contamination of heavy met-
als."

According to the FDA, the use of substandard and
.adulterated cosmetic products may cause adverse reactions
such as skin irritation, itchiness, anaphylactic shock and
organ failure.

The FDA advised the public to check if the product they
intend to use is registered with the agency.

The agency ordered stores and other establishments to
stop selling unregistered cosmetic products.

Local government units and law enforcement agencies
are asked to ensure that violative products are not available
in their areas of jurisdiction. - Mayen Jaymalin

.. '\~ .•.
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.<: ·mate Change ag~~
eye boost from

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA

-- @sam_medenillp

THEClimate Change Commis-
. sion (CCC) said its ongoing

technical aid from the Ger-
man Development Corporation (GIZ)
will allow it to come out with more
evidence-based climate action,

Last Friday,ViceChair and Execu-
tive Robert E.A. Borje met with the
representatives of the GIZto discuss
"the next steps in the implementa-
tion" of the South-South Collabora-
tion onClimate Information Services
(S$CIS)Project.

"The implementation oftheSSCIS
Project presents an opportunity for
CCCana the Philippine g9vernment

to further enhance knowledge and
capacities in data management, in-
cluding collecting, generating, and
analyzing climate data as a basis of
climate action," Borjesaid.

Borje said among the practical
applications of the SSCISwill be in
reviewing the Local Climate Change
Action Plan submitted by local gov-
ernment units (LGU).

He said they can also use it to help
in enhancing climate resilience of
communities.

For his part, SSCISProject Te~
head Bjoern Surborg committed to
continue extending technical aid to
theCCC.

"The GIZ Philippines, through
the South-South Project, remains

committed tel work with the Philip-
pine govermn ent in promoting data-
driven climate action to enhance
local knowle dgeon cli ate change,"
Surborg said.

The SSCIS is a 5 million Euro
project that aims to provide cli nate
information services to nation and
local government, an the academe.

The Germanwat h Institute
placed the Philippines in the fourth
most affected country by cli nate
change unde r its 2021 Global Cli-
mate Risk Index,

President Ferdinand R. Marcos,
Jr. earlier said that one of the pri-
orities of his administration 11be
to address the I:ause~and effects of
climate change.
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BAGO magtapos a 9
taon 2022, ipinaaaiaia
ni Dr. Sevillo D. David,
Jr., Executive Director
ng National Water Re-
sources Board (NW-
RB) na malaking baha-
gi ang ginagampanan
ng tubig sa ating bu-
hay at kalusugan.

"Ang tubig ay buhay,"
pahayag ni Executive Di-
rector David ng NWRB,
tungkol sa kahalagahan
ng tubig sa buhay ng ba-

wat Pilipino.
Ayon kay Dr. Sevillo

David, Jr. Executive
Director ng National Wa-
ter Resources Board
(NWRB), ang lebel tubig
sa Angat Dam ay mahigit
na sa normal high-water
level (NHWL) na 212 me-
ters.

Kung ikukumpara sa
nakalipas na taon 2021
at 2022, hindi naabotang
end of the year target na
212 meters.

lEBEl IG TDBIIGI
lDMAMPAS IA SA 212 IH
Base sa ulat ng Philip-

pine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomi-
cal Services Administra-
tion (PAGASA), ang an-
tas ng tubig sa Angat
Dam ay nasa 213.67
metro noongJanuary 15,
2023, (6:00am).

Ang magandang bali-
ta, halos walang tigil ang
naging pagbuhos ng
ulan, araw-a raw na tu-
mataas ang antas ng tu-
big, sana tuloy-tuloy ang

. malakas ng pagbuhosng
ulan sa bahagi ng Nor-
zagaray, Bulacan.

May payo si Dr. David,
sa mgatahanan at indus-

triya,dapatsamantalahin
ang malalakas na pag-
ulan sa pamamagitan ng
pag-iimpok nito sa pro-
seso ng "Rain Harves-
ting" kung saan ang tu-
big ulan ay kinukolektaat
pwedenq gamitin sa iri-
gasyon, sa mga malala-
king industriya, at mag-
ing sa mga tahana-i.

Malaki ang maitutu-
long ng pag-iiponng mga
tubig ulan lalo pa't may
kalakasan ang pagbu-

-hos ng ulan tuwing ha-
pon.

Gawing alternat bong
paraan sa pagliliris ng
bahay, sa pagdidilig ng

mga pa anim, pamba
law ng mga damit na
nilabh ,panghugas
pambu os sa banyo a
ibapa.

Ipag tuloy natin a 9
pagtitipi sa tubig, upa 9
masigu 0 natin ang sa-

pat at patuloy na supla
ng tubig para sa pan
ngailangan ng ba atta
hanan.

Ayonpasa WRBang

'mga pi agkukunanngtu-
big ay indi na sapat c a
lumolobong papulasyo
lalo na kung s masa
ang p nahon ng tag-Ir
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DambilllaJ,ng';
buwaya
niratrat

sa Palawan
ISANG 15-talampakang
buwaya ang nasawi sa
Bataraza, Palawan da-
hil sa tinamo nitong
mga bala.

Ayon sa naunang
ulat, nahuli ang saltwa-
ter crocodile nitong Hu-
webes.

Sa isinagawang
necropsy sa buwaya, tat-
long basyo ng bala ang
nakuha sa ribcage nito.

Dahil naman sa tina-
mong maraming mga
bala sa katawan ay nag-
karoon urnano ita ng
komplikasyon sa baga na
nauwi sa kanyang pag-
kamatay.

Masusi naman
ngayong iniimbestiga-
han kung sino ang bu-
maril sa nasabing bu-
waya. (Issa Santiago)
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Proposedjoint oil exploration
at WPS seen hitting sn g

By MYRNA M. VElASCO The JMSUrefers to the March 2(
deal entered into by state-run Phil -
pine National Oil Company (PNC\
with regional peers PetroVietm
and China National Offshore Oil Co'
poration (CNOOC)for a three-ye
collaborative search for potential ) I
discovery in the dispu ted South Chi
Sea, but the seismic survey domain
straddled the exclusive economic zo 1e
(EEZ)of the Philippines.

Backthen, theagreedpre-explon: •
tion survey prescribes the collectio
processing and the need to analyj
seismic data within the 142,886 squ .
kilometers covered by the JMSU.Tb
partner-firms shared the $20 millio
to $25 million investment cost for th
activity.

Pass forward to this day when th e
Philippine-China talks forjoint explo[
ration and production (E&P)venture"
at the disputed territory are being
rekindled, the lawmaker asserted,

The targeted joint oil and gas
exploration at the diplomatically-
contested West Philippine Sea
could end up to be a "dead propo-
sition, that is, if the country has
to take its cue from the recent
decision of the Supreme Court de-
claring the "unconstitutionality"
of the joint marine seismic under-
taking OMSU)forged with foreign
entity-partners during the Arroyo
administration.

With the hypersensitive legal
tenets of the talks that shall be
carried out with the Chinese gov-
ernment, Senate Committee on
Energy Vice Chairman Sherwin T.
Gatchalian sounded off that «when
you go to the nitty gritty of things,
especially the governing law that
should prevail, I think we will hit a
snag with that issue."

«Personally, I'm not so optimistic
that we can move forward with this
joint exploration. It's good that we are
talking. It's good that we are open to
it. But I think that the best case here
or the best evidence will be what was
di cussed during the last administra-
tion."

Gatchalian is referring to the "zero
progress" on the same sphere of nego-
tiations with China that was pursued
during the Duterte administration.

The solon shared the view that the
West Philippine Sea is endowed with
oil nd gas resources that the country
could lean on for its lofty energy secu-
rity goals, but the major drawback has
been the lack of traction despite per-
sistent talks with China on this matter.

"The West Philippine Sea is the
most prolific when it comes to oil and
gas and it's to our interest to be energy
see reoTherefore, we should explore
the potential of the West Philippine

Sea. However, we're also looKing
for ways to work with China," he
stressed.

In his as ssment, the recent
verdict of the Supreme Court is
a harbinger of things to c me on
the proffered joint oil and gas
exploration at the West Philippine
Sea - primarily the tr cky legal and
Constitutional aspect that shall be
laid on the table for any continued
negotiations betwe e the two
countries.

((The overarching message of
the Supreme Court in (jts) deci-
sion is that our Constitution should
prevail. OurConstitution should be
the governing document, and that
is a minimum standard that any
activity - whether it's a joint explo-
ration, joint venture or production
- it should be our Constitution that
should be governing the activity,"
Gatchalian emphasized.
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City
Tel. Nos. (02) 8920-0689/8925-82751 0917-885-3367 10917-868-3367

Website: http://www.denr.gov.ph 1E-mail: web@denr.gov.ph

January 4, 2023

DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
No.2023-~

SUBJECT : ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AND
NATURAL RESOURCES GEOSPATIAL DATABASE UNDER
THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 292 also known as the Administrative Code
of 1987 and Presidential directives to establish a national environment and natural
resources geospatial database as a platform for the planning and implementation
of integrated strategies of the DENR. the creation of an office on National
Environment and Natural Resources Geospatial Database is hereby created.

Section 1, Basic Policy.

It ISthe policy ofthe state to promote the use of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) for the enhancement of key public services, including promoting
sustainable development through technology enabled governance. It is also
the policy of the State to undertake exploration, assessment, classification, and
inventory of the country's natural resources using ground survey, remote sensing
and complementary technologies.

Section 2. Objectives.

This Order aims to:

2 1 Establish. operate and maintain a national environment and natural
resources geospatial database for DENR,

22 Promote the utilization of satellite remote sensing, machine learning,
artificial intelligence and GIS for policy, planning and decision-making;
and

2 3 Create an office to ensure the implementation of the national
environment and natural resources geospatial database.

Section 3. Scope and Coverage

This Order shall establish, operate, and maintain a national environment and
natural geospallal database in the Department, integrating and harmonizing data
from the bureaus, attached agencies, regional offices, PENROs, and CENROs
that will include, among others, information as follows:

3.1 Natural resources on land, in air, inland water and sea of the country,
including biodiversity, coastal and marine, forest, and minerals and
water

3.2 Environmental conditions of these resources;'

3.3 nputs to the natural capital accounting program of the govemment;

3.4 Boundary maps, including pol tical, administrative and environmental
as created by pertinent laws and DENR policies;

3.5 DENR interventions in the form of approved applications, programs,
projects and activities; and

3.6 Supporting information needed for a more robust, inclusive and
integrated strategies for a science-based, risk- informed, ethical and
equitable stewardship of our environments.

Section 4. Creation of the Office on the National Environment and
Natural Resources Geospatial Database and its Organizational Structure. .

There is hereby created the office on National Environment and Natural
Resources Geospatial Database under the Office of the Secretary. as the lead
implementing office in the planning and implementation of integrated geospatial
strategies of the Department.

The Office on National Environment and Natural Resources Geospatial
Database shall be composed of the following units and functions:

4.1 Geodatahase Management Unit

4.1.1 Create, plan and design the Geodatabase;

4.1.2 Perform database administration and maintenance;

4.1.3 Ensure the backup and recovery of the whole database
management system;

4.1.4 Plan and recommend resource needed for the administration
and maintenance of database;

4.1.5 Manage users and permission access to the database;
4.1.6 'Maintain, monitor and manage performance including the

security of the entire database and Its IT infrastructure; and

4.1 7 Perform other functions as may be directed by the Office of the
__ -,. __ Secretary. .------------------~
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4.2 Mapping Unit

4.2.1 Create geoprocessing models;

4.2.2 Create, design, generate maps and web maps.

4.2.3 Create and configure GIS wElb and mobile applications

4.2.4 Perform geospatial analysis;

4.2.5 Coordinate with all appropria'e offices in the performance or
functions; and

4.2.6 Perform other functions as m 3!' be directed by the Office of he
Secretary.

The office shall have its ONn operational working area to be ass gned by
the Secretary. It shall be provided With the necessary equipment and og sti::al
support coming from the Knowledge ar-d Infon nation Systems Service and I e
Administrative Service.

Section 5. Staffing.

The Secretary shall determine \tie staff .~ pattern and desl9l'st e
necessary officials and persornel that will COmp05l3 the office

Section 6. Funding,

Initial funds for the operations of the office elt,all be taken from the Office of
the Secretary and from the approved budgets 0 related proqra-ns ba 6-
submitted Work and Financial Plan (WFP) FOI :!024 and thereafter fu s
the office shall be taken from t e regula budge;)f the Department as May
proposed and approved in the General Aopropr etions Act, and other appro r e
sources subject to the existing accountin and aud ting rules and regula OI'S

Section 7. Support of Other Offices.

All offices in t~e DepartmE,nt includirg bureaus, attached agencies I'd fi
offices, are hereby directed to provide the necessa ry support and log IS CS

operations of the office. All units performing GI3 or remote sons
functions includin;;J DENR Ccntrol Map, shall S31ve as the counterp
office in their respective offices and are cirected to provide support to
as needed

Section 8. Rules of Engagement.

The office shall formulate and recommend appropriate rules of eng
that will guide its operations.

Section 9. Performance EValuation and Ac :omplishmen

The office shall submit to the OffICE of the Secretary a Geosp
Roadmap for a period of six (6) years wh ct shall cornain tangible deliverab es
other outputs including tirnelines that can ce objec ,"rely evaluated as an cato
of performance. The Program Monitoring and Evaluatlon Division (PMED nde
the Policy and Planning Serv ce snal l ndertake the periodic rev e th
performance and accomplishments of the cffice

Section 10. Separability Clause.

If any provision of trns Order shall be held inval d or uncons ItU iona
portions or provisions hereof wh ch are not affecte ~hall continue n full ~
effect

Section 11. Repealing Clause.

All Orders and other similar issuances inco l!1istent
revoked, amended, or modified accordingly.

Section 12. Effectivity Clause.

This Order shall take effectfrlteen (15 days after tis publication in a new pe
of general circulation and upon a cknowledqrnent of :he receipt of the copy the eo'
by the Office of the National Administrative Register (IDNAR).

MARIAA~1~kA
secret;lI~O ~Lj'G

M. Bulletin - JtmU_ry 16. 2023
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Republic of the philippines
Department of Environmen1and Natural Resources

NAnONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD
S"'F>oorklAla.:tg EOliA., DMtten,Ouezon Coy ~ 1100

LAGUNA BA Y WATER. INC .•
. Applicant.

x- .. ··· ,· .. ····x
Case No. 22·3502

NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for Certificate of Public Convenience to operate and
maintain a waterworks system within Barangays Banca-Banca, Daniw, Masapang, San
Felix. San Francisco. San Roque, Nanhaya and Pagalangan, muni cipality of Victoria.
province of Laguna, with the following proposed rates:

PROPOSED TARIFF
Residential and Institutional

Commercial and Industrial
Pi Size 0-15 m3 min. Over 1000 m3v,. 1'1.245.00 134.40

This application will be initially beard by the Board on 6 February 2023. The
hearing wiU start at 9:00 0' clock in the morning at the NWRB· WUD Conference
Room. 8" Floor. !'.1A Building. EDSA. Quezon City, at which t.me applicant shall
present its evidence.

At least fifteen (IS) days prior to the scheduled hearing. applicant shall
publish this notice once in a newspaper of general circulation in the province of
Laguna and serve by personal delivery or registered mail a copy of the (i) application
and its attachments. and (ii) this notice, to all affected parties appearing on page 2
hereof.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their wrinen
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above scheduled date
of hearing, furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant.

Failure on the part of any person affected to file its opposition on time and 10
appear at the hearing will be construed as a waiver oftheir right to be beard. The Board
will proceed to hear and decide the application based on the evidence submitted.

Likewise. railure by the applicant to appear at the hearing shall amount to lack
of interest on its Part and the instant aoolication shall be dismissed accordingly.

Witness the Honorable Executive Director of the National Water Resources
Board this 2nd day of December 2022.

A/foa<d PDNw., By Authority of the Board:

""....., "'-""'"- ~••••••••••••,. ~"l~n.;...

\·--.l.... ==.~~::= D E D ESO I
'-'- r.S VILL D. AVlD,Jr.,C UI

Executive Director J
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