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MASAYANG ibinalita ng
' Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resoure-

S&

cmi’co

ub:e 2022, ang fe-

51 ,300 most probable
mlmber 100 milliliters
(MPN/ 1001]11.) mula sa

Ayon sa DENR, ang ka-
raniwang antas ng colif-
orm sa mga tubig sa
baybayin upang maging
ligtas para sa paglan y

at iba
pagﬁﬁgang ay nasa 109
WN/IDUmL

Sa pagpapat pad ng
mga pagsisikap sa rehabili-
tasyon noong 2019,
1dmakiara ang Manila Bay

‘no swimming zone'.
Ang pagligo sa Ma-
ayon sa DENR ay
maaaring maglantad sa
mga tao sa mataas na an-

Abante

-~ UNA SA BFBALITA W

w(DENR)mangunu—nn—l
ng antas ng.
maybmang

coﬁform level sa Ma- -
Bay ay bumaba sa

126,000 MPN/IOOII‘I.L'
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tasngfemlmhfonnbacﬁe— ‘Dalawa sa | ngng
naatmmaasam;kanﬂang to sa ay- wasmmigmlem’.
pagkakataong magkaroon walﬁe;‘y natapos na, kabi- Sinabi i Jacob Meim-
ng mga sakit. dito ang solar-pow-

Noon, ang DENR comfort rooms sa mga |

lannngannglhdrelhnaat
,-gayundin
dad, operasyon at pagpapa-

nagtala ng fecal coh*?r
.'Z 9_.mﬂyms

natili Ng sewage trealment
plant (STP). 1.
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From SBMA to Peza?
rom ¢ Orezay:
promotibn.agency. . ernization (Memo) program Before one knows it, hours have
The IT and Business Process to enhance its environmental alieady been spent staring at

BIZ BUZZ

former high-ranking official
from the Subic Bay Metropol-
itan Authority (SBMA) may
soon take theé helm at the
Philippine Economic Zone Au-
thority (Peza), with two influential
groups reportedly pushing for the

~ appointment of this individual.

A well-placed government
source told the Inquirer that en-
dorsement papers for this person.

had reached Malacahang, with

a religious sect well-known for
block voting during elections, as
well as a political party affiliated
with the previous administration.
pushing for this appointment.
Backers of this individual have
apparently told our government
source that the appointment is
almost a certainty and will be an-
nounced sometime around the

‘mass oath taking in Malacafang

that is set to take place during the
last week of this month. :
Despite this, industry stake-
holders seem to have gotten
hold of this move from the
grapevine, with some industry
associations making their own
pitch to the President, prefer-
ring  Tereso Panga, officer in
charge of Peza, instead to be-
come chief of the investment

Association of the Philippines

and the Semiconductors and

Electronics in the Philippines

Foundation Inc., among others,

have endorsed Panga. But only

time will tell if President Marcos

would heed stakeholders’ prefer-
ence, or if he would go with the
flow of designating a political ap-
pointee. ~ALDEN M, MONZON

Conscientious mining

Eramen Minerals Inc. was
honored this year as it bagged
the = prestigious Presidential
Mineral Industry Environmen-
tal Award (PMIEA) in the sur-
face mining category and first
runner-up for “best mining for-
est” in the metallic category at
the 68th Annual National Mine
Safety and Environment Con-
ference, held at the John Hay
Trade and Cultural Center in
Baguio City late last year.

The Department of Envi-
. ronment and Natural Resources

and the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) recognized Era-
men for its exceptional commit-
ment; initiative and innovation
in environmental protection,

safety and health management

and social development,
In 2021, Eramen launched
the Mine Environment Mod-

protection and natural resource
management. One of the proj-
ects under Memo was the de-
velopment of a new one-hectare
forest nursery with a capacity|
to grow 500,000 seedlings.
Eramen has® planted over

510,000 ftrees |covering more

than 657 hectares, including
mined-out sites, buffer zones,
and bamboo plantations.
Eramen also developed an or-
ganic agroforestry farm to grow a
variety of fruits, vegetables and oth-|
er crops not only to augment food
sources and sustainability of the|
mine but also to aid in reducing the

“impact of climate change. It main-

tains a program to manage air qual-
ity through road watering activities
by installing road water sprinklers
spanning nine kilometers.

All told, Eramen invested|
nearly Pso million for environ-
mental management for the
2021-2022 fiscal year alone. —pax-
IM L. LUCAS

. Filipinos and ‘furbabies’

" If one has nothing to do
and bored, one will likely to
spend time mindlessly scrolling
through numerous entertaining

Reels, which are short-form vid-

eos, on Facebook and Instagram.
And it is like a time vortex.

one’s phone. Goal achieved,

While people are watching
thise videos, internet giant Meta
(alizs. Facebook) observed what
had piqued people's interests in
thi past year. It turns wheth-
er on Facebook or Ins n, Fil-
ipinos love watching a als and
pets, which they endearingly call
their “furbabies.”

Meanwhile, Filipino social me-
diz users also follow fashion, food
and cooking, family and parenting
and travel videos on Insragram.
Other top topics in Facebook in-
chicle comedy or skit, sports, fash-
ion and family and par g

“Since we launched Reelson
Instagram in 2021, we have seen
just how much Reels content re-
flect authentic Pinoy culture as
a '‘whole,” said Meta Philippine
country director Jjohn Rubio.
“We look forward to seeing Fil-
ipinio creators expand their rep-
ertoire, grow their following,
and explore fun new ways to
engage people through short-
formn content in 2023.” —TrYRONE
JABPER €. PIAD INO
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SC: AIM OF 2005 JMSU IS TO DI$(0VER PETROLEUM

‘Exploration deal unconstit

By JoEL R. SAN JuAN
'@;rsan;uanlszi

HE Supreme Court (SC) r |

on Tuesday declared as e |

‘unconstitutional the tripartite’
agreement for Joint Marine Seismic |
Undertaking (JMSU) entered into
by the Philippine government with |

Chma and Vietnam during the term

Pre31dent Glorla Macapagal-Arroyo
2005.

Under the JMSU, which expired

“in 2008, the Philippines, China

and Vietnam through their re-
spective national oil corporations
agreed to conduct joint explora-
tions of the disputed South China

Sea covering 142,886 square kilo-.

meters (agreement area),
~ However, up to 80 percent of the

. JMSUssite is within the Philippines's

200-mile exclusive economic zone,
prompting the filing of petitions
seeking to declare the agreement as
unconstitutional.

]ﬁﬂF

q-a-

" Voting12-2-1, the Courtenbaric
ruled that the JMSU isunconititu-
tional for allowing wholly- owned
foreign corporationstoparticipate
in the exploration of the country’s

. natural resources without observ-
ing the safeguards provided in
Section 2, Article XII of the 1967
Constitution. I

The said provision mandates
that the exploration, development,
and utilization (EDU) of natural

" SEE“JMSU”Az
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resources shall be under the full comro! and superwslon of
the State.

Then Bayan Muna Party-List Representatives Satur C.
OcampoandTeodoroA. Casifio, etal. alongwithformer Senator
Teofisto Guingona lll filed the petition before the SCin 2008
assailing the constitationality of the agreement.

Petitioners argued that the JMSU was illegal as it allowred
foreign corporations.wholly-owned by China and Vietnari to
undertake 1arge-scale exploratlun of the country’s petroleum
 Constitutior al proﬂm»

exploration activity, itis dlearthatall the data andinformation
acquired in the implementation of the agreement shall be
jointly owned by the parties, which is a dlear proof that the
Phlli Im Qgggd Q;Q{I‘ened its ownership over the
* country's petrol eum and other mineral oils.
urthermcre, the petitioners said the respondents
compromise its claim over the disputed Spratly Group of
Islands h;aﬂmgﬂaelmplemntdﬂon of the said tripartite
agreement.
The agreement covers 6 islands dalmed and nccupied by
the Philippines in Spratly such aimg asa Island, Likas Island,
, Lawal@and I;ma Island, Patag Island and Panata Island.
Msm\bg itioﬁmrethe‘prehahnt:
3 qal-/ her executive secretaty Eduardo.
- Ermita, he n-and Energy secretaries as well as

the Phlhpplne Naﬂonal 0il Co. (PNOC) and the PNOC-
Exploration Corp.

.iqnv TheCourt, noting thatthetefm&xplaratmn pertains to

,a&arcﬁ or discﬁmy of somethi n both its ordinary or

jt the JMSUinvolves the exploration

ofﬂfe cnumty’s natural rest urces, particularly petroleum.

. Citing the text of the fifth whereas clause of the JMSU,

- which states the Parties "ew@res&ed desire to engage in 2

joint research of pe resource potential of a certain

© area of the South (hlna Sea as a pre-exploration activity,”

 the Court said that itis clear that the JMSU was executed

~ forthe purpose of dgmtsmﬁif petroleum exists in the
' "Tagreemeﬂtarea -

“That the Pamesmed the joint research as a pre-
e@loﬁumamnyﬁnfndmmmfﬂnmmald ina decision
Ned;hy Aﬁo&telnstke‘Samm{ H.Gaerlan

does not detract from the fact that
greement is to discover petroleum
n,’itadded.

s the ~JMSU involves the
country’sp nresources,itfalls within

"membi! W z,nmrumﬁn )87 Constitution.
Alexander G. Gesmundo and 10 other
5 concurrec Vﬁﬂl the ruling. Associate
e Am zar0-Ja d Associate Justice Rodil V.
ﬁla ds Mtﬁ.ﬁhlhﬁ ciate Justice Ramon Paul

et o
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- SC voids
lexploratwn
deal with
China,
Vietnam

By NEIL JAYSON SERVALLOS

The tripartite agreement
| for the Joint Marine Seismic
Undertaking (JMSU) signed
. by the Philippine government
with China and Vietnam dur-
ing the presidency of Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo in 2005 has
been declared unconstitutional
' by the Supreme Court (SC).
~In a decision released yes-
he:rday, the SC en banc voted
| 12-2-1 to declare as unconsti-
 tutional the agreement among
- China National Offshore Oil
. (CNOOCQ), Vietnam Qil
' and Gas Corp. (Petrovietnam)
and the Phl;ﬁppme National
Qil Co. (PNOC) for natural
resources exploration involv-
in, al42,886—square—kﬂomeler
area of the West Philippine ¢
an area which is within the
Philippines’ 200-mile exclusive
economic zone (EEZ). 4
|- "The t covers six is-
lands claimed and occupied by
the Philippines in the Spratlys
such as Pag-Asa Island, Likas
Turn to Paga 4

SC v01ds i

Island Laveak Island, Kota Island, Patag
Island and Panata Island. _
The SC ruled that the JMSU, wluch
expired in 2008, is unconstitutional as it
allows wholly-owned foreign corpora-
tions to participate in the exploration of
natural resources w1thm the Ph.lhppmes

tional economy and patrimony.

“That the pa.rtles designated the joint
research as a ‘pre-exploration activ-
-ity’ is of no moment,” the SC decision
‘penned by Asg@mate Justzw Samuel
Gaarla{fh ad j d

“Such desi etract
"from the fact ﬁ %\ intent and aim of
ithe 2 ent isaﬁ discover petroleum,
which is tanta Q;gmt to ‘exploration,”
it added. K

"The case stemmed from the original

-action for certiorari and prohibition as-
saﬂmg the conshmtlonahty of the JMSU

X, Section 2 was mapphcable as the sdiﬁ
provision contemplates the exploration,

development and utilization of natural re-

sources, whereas the JMSU only involves.
pre-exploration activities.

In ruling in favor of the petitioners,
the SC noted that the term “exploration”
pertains to a search or discovery of some-
thing in both its ordinary or technical
sense and ruled that the JMSU involves
the exploration of the country’s natural

_resources, particularly petroleum.

Citing a clause of Igue JMSU, wl'uch
states that the parties “expressed desire
to engage in a joint research of petroleum
resource potential of a certain area of the
South China Sea as a pre—explorahon
activity,” the SC said that it is clear that
the JMSU was executed for the purpose
of determining if petroleum exists in the
agreement area.

The high court further held that as
the JMSU involves the exploration of the
country’s petroleum resources, it falls,

- within the ambit of Constitution’s Article
XII,seC'ROII?“ §o s 'r"' s unbenle

filed in 2008 by petitioners then-Bayan
Muna pariy-list representatives Satur
Ocampo and Teddy Casifio and other
former law makers.

They argued that the JMSU was uncon-
stitutional on the ground that it violated
the 1987 Constitution’s Article X11, Section
2, or the provisions on national economy
and patrimony, which mandates that the
exploration development and utilization
of natural 1esources shall be un ier the
full control and supervision of the state.

Further, the petitioners said the IMSU
was 111$ga1 because of the participation
of CNOOC and Petrovietnam, forei
corporatiors wholly owned by China
and Vlitnam, respectively, which is in
violation of the constitutional provision -
that reserves the exploration, develop-
ment and utilization of natural resources
to Filipino vitizens, or corporations or
associations ét least 60 percent of whose
capital is owried by such citizens.

The resporidents, which included Ar-
royo, and several officials of her C:binet,
maintained that the Constitution’s Article

v b : e
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OIL SEARCH DEAL:

RULINGLAUDED AS ‘A WARNING TO MARCO:

By Tina G. Santos
@sadtostimim(l i

The Supreme Court has de-

clared wvoid and unconstitu-
tional a 2005 agreement that
allowed China and Vietnam to
conduct a joint exploration with
the FPhilippines for oil resourc-
es in areas under the country’s
jurisdiction in the West Philip-
pine Sea (WPS).

Voting 12-2-1 on Tuesday,
the high court en banc ruled
that the Joint Marine Seismic
Undertaking (JMSU) was “un-

. The respondents in the case
were led by then President Glo-
rig Macapagal-Arroyo. !

‘The JMSU, which covered
an exploration area of 142,886
square kilometers in the South
China Sea, was signed in March
2005 and expired in July 2008.

‘Relevant as ever’

In a statement on Tuesday,
Casifo said the court may have
taken 14 years to resolve the
matter but the ruling was “rel-

~ evant as ever” in view of Pres-

ident Marcos’ apparent plan to

constitutional  for :lallowing

‘wholly owned foreign corpora-

tions to participate in the ex-
ploration of the country’s natu-
ral resources without observing
the safeguards provided in

- Section 2, Article XII of the 1987

Constitution.”

The decision was penned by
Associate Justice Samuel Gaer-
lan, with the concurrence |of
Chief Justice Alexande:iSesmﬁn—
‘do and 10 other magistrates.

Associate Justice Amy Laza-
ro-Javier and Associate Jus-
tice Rodil Zalameda dissented,

| :
enter into another exploration
deal with China in the WPS. |
“May this be a warning to
Mr. Marcos not to trifle with
the constitutional provisions
that reserve the exploitation
of our natural resources exclu-
sively to Filipinos and under
the full supervision and control

of the Philippine government,”

Casino said. .
The petitioners questioned

the JMSU for violating the con-

stitutional ~ provision  whi
holds that the exploration, de-

velopment and utilization (EDU)

while Associate Justice Ramon
Paul Hernando did not take part
as he was on leave,|according to
the court's public|information
office (PIO).
The case stemmed from the
petition filed in 2008 by for-
mer Bayan Muna |Representa-
tives Satur Ocampo, Teodoro
Casifo and five other lawmak-
" ers, which asked the tribunal to
void the tripartite agreement
among China Natidnal Offshore
0il Corp., Vietnam| Oil and Gas
Corp. and the Philippine Na-
tional Oil 2o.

of the countiy’s natural resourc-
es should be under the full con-
trol and supervision of the state,
The JMSU was fllegal, they
said, for allowing foreign cor-
porations wiholly owned by Chi-
na and Vietnam to yndertake a
large-scale exploration of the
country’s peiroleumjresources.
The  Constitution, they
stressed, reserves the EDU of
natural resiources to Filipino
citizens or lo corpprations or
associations where at least
60 percent of the capital is =%
owned by Filipinos.

[_]

DITORIAL - CART
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FULNG LAUEDAS A WARNING TOMAYGOS

_In defense of the deal, the
respondents maintained that the
provision invoked by the peti-
tioners was inapplicable since
the JMSU only involved “pre-ex-
ploration activities,” not an EDU.

‘Exploration’

But the high court noted
that the term “exploration” per-
tains to a search or discovery
of something in both the ordi-
nary or technical sense of the

“Chinabecame aggressive af-
ter the JMSU because it managed

to pinpoint the exact location of

natural gas and oil reserves in
the area,” Colmenares said.”

‘In a tweet, former Bayan
Muna Rep. Carlos Isagani Zarate
called Tuesday’s court ruling a
win for Philippine sovereignty.

“Bayan Muna filed this peti-

tion as far back as 2008 as Chi-
na‘has been using JMSU as cov-
er in its unbridled exploration
and incursion in our territory,
pai'_tlcularly in the West Philip-
pine Sea,” he said.

-On July 12, 2016, the arbi-

word. It also cited a portion of
JMSU text which read: “Parties
expressed desire to engage in
a joint research of petroleum
resource potential of a certain
area of the South China Seaasa
pre-exploration activity.”

“[t is clear that the JMSU
was executed for the purposb
of determining if petroleum
exists in the Agreement Area,”
the decision said; as quoted in
a summary released by the PIO.

“That the Parties designat-
ed the joint research as a ‘pre-
exploration activity’ is ;Qf n
moment. Such designation does

tral tribunal ruled to linvali-
date China’s historic claims to

nearly the entire South China"

Sea demarcated by its so-called

nine-dash line, which included

the West Philippine Sea, waters
within the country’s 370-kilo-
meter exclusive economic zone.

|
Marcos trip

Beijing refused to participate
in the arbitration and continues
to ignore the arbitral award de-

spite international pressure.
In 2018, China and the Phil-
ippines pledged to jointly ex:
plore oil and gas assetsliin the

not detract from the fact that
the intent'and aim of the agree-
ment is to discover| petroleum
which is tantamount to explo-
ration,” it aided.

‘Treacherous’

Bayan Muna Neri Ceél-
menares, wio served as counsel
for the petiioners, b
the JMSU for unde
national interest when it “treach-
erously offered 142,886 sq m of
the West Phi ippine including
24,000 sq krn of areag that indis-
putably belong to the [Philippines

and not contasted by China.”

West Philippine Sea.

‘Buit the talks failed and in
June, shortly before Mr. Marcos
assumed the presidenhcy, outgo-
ing Foreign Secretary Teodoro
Locsin Jr. sild discussions had
been terminated as @ result of
constitutiorzl limitsland sover-
eignty issues.

During Presid
visit to Beijing last
nese Presidant Xi Ji
the Philippir € leader
was ready tc resume
talks with Manila, an
maritime issues in a fti
consultative rnanner.
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SC vonds 01|l

_Signed in
.2005 by PH,
Vietnam,
and China |

By REY G. PANALIGAN

he Supreme Court (SC) on |
Tuesday, Jan. 10, declared
void and unconstitutional the
2005 Tripartite Agreement
for Joint Marine Seismic Undertak-
ing (JMSU) among China National
Offshore 0il Corporation (CNOOC),
Vietnam Oil and Gas Corporation
(PETROVIETNAM), and the Philip-
pine National Oil Company (PNOC) on
142,886-square kilometer area in the
South China Sea.
In a decision handed down in Ba-
guio City during its full court session,
. the SC’s public information office
(PI10) said the High Court ruled the
JMSU unconstitutional “for allowing
wholly-owned foreign corp orations to '
participate in the exploration of the I
country’s natural resources without
observing the safeguards provided
for in Section 2, Article XII of the 1987
Constitution.”
A copy of the full court decision, '
written by Associate Justice Samuel H.
Gaerlan, was not immediately avail-
able. The PIO released the summary
of the ruling.
The JMSU was questioned
before the SC in 2008 by the .‘7
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SC voids "oil exploration deal 1<

group of then Bayan Muna Party-
List Reps. Neri Colmenares, Satur
'C. Ocampo and Teodoro A. Casho

- They told the SC the JMSU vio-
lated Section 2, Article XII of the
1987 Constitution which mandates

that “the exploration, development,
and utilization (EDU) of natural re- -
sources shall be under the full con-

~ trol and supervision of the State.”
~ They also pointed out that the
tripartite agreement “was illegal
as it allowed foreign corpora-
tions wholly-owned by China and
Vietnam to undertake laz‘ge-smle

exploratmn of the country’s petro-
leum resources, in violation of the
constitutional provision which re-
serves the EDU of natural resources
to Filipino citizens, or corporations
or associations at least 60 percent
of whose eapitaljs owned by such

citizens.”

‘The government at that time

countered that Section 2, Article XII

‘of the Constitution was inapplicable .

as the provision contemplates EDU

~of natural resources, whereas the

JMSU only involves pre- exploral:lon

activities.

In resolving the issue, the PIO
said the SC noted that the term
“exploration” pertains to a search
or discovery of something in both

' its ordinary or technical sense, but
the JMSU “involves the exploration .

of the country’s natural resources,
particularly petroleum.”

It said the court also cited the
text of the “fifth whereas” clause of
the JMSU, which states the “Parties
expressed desire to engage in a joint
research of petroleum resource po-
tential of a certain area of the South
China Sea as a pre-exploration

~ activity.”

Thus, the SC said, “it is clear
that the IMSU was execured for the

\

BT oo
purpose of de g if petroleum
exists in the Agreement Area,” tie

that the intent: and aim of the agree-
ment is to discover petroleum which
is tantamount to exploration,” it also
said quoting from the|decision.

It said the SC als¢ held that the
“TMSU involves the exploration of the
country’s petioleum resources; it falls
within the anibit of Section 2, Article
XII of the 1987 Constitution.”

mundo, and 10 other justices con-
curred in the decision. But Associale
Justices Amy C. Lazdro-Javier and
Rodil V. Zalameda dissented, while
Associate Justice Ramon Paul L. Her-
nando was or leave and did not take
part.

The SC’s 2[0 said|a copy of the
decision woulil be-made public as soon
as it is available.
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SC: Exploration dea
China, Vietnam illegal

shall be under the full control and

BY ASHZEL HACHERO

AFTER nearly 15 years, the Stipreme
Coutt en banc yesterday declared
“unconstitutional” the 2005 Joint
Marine Seismic Undertaking (JMSU)
agreement eatered into by the
administration of President Gloria
Arroyo with China and Vietnam,
covering 142,886 square kilometers

in the South China Sea, majority of

which are within the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone. ;
The en banc voted 12-2-1 to
declare the JMSU unconstitutional,
with Chief Justice Alxander Ges-
mundo joining the majority, while
Associate Justices Amy Lazaro-
Javier and Rodil Zalameda dis-
sented. Associate Justice Ramon
Paul Hernando is on leave and did
not take part in the proceeding.
Under the JMSU, the Philip-
pines, China and Vietnam through
their respective national oil compa-
nies agreed to a joint exploration
of the South China Sea, even if
80 percent of the 142,886 square
kilometers covered in the agree-
ment is within Manila’s exclusive
economic zone. :

“Critics of the tripartite agree-

iment said its approval was tied to
‘the projects worth $8 billion to
be financed by loans from Beijing
to fund the North Rail, South
Rail and the National Broadband
Nerwork deal with China’s ZTE

Corporation.

The JMSU expired in July 2008
but the petitioners then urged the
SC to still rule on their plea as
they reiterated that the tripartite
agreement was disadvantageous
to the country.

The petitioners told the SC that

through the JMSU, China was

able to 'learn of the enormous

.reserves of natural gas in Recto

or Reed Bank located within the
Philippines’ EEZ, northwest of
mainland Palawan. ;

The High Court said the JMSU,
by and among, the China Na-
tional Offshore Oil Corporation
(CNOOC), the Vietnam Oil and
Gas Corporation (PetroVietnam),
and the Philippine National Oil
Company (PNOC) is unconstitu-
tional for allowing wholly-owned
foreign corporations to patticipate
in the exploration of the country’s
natural resources without observ-
ing the safeguards provided in
Section 2, Article XII of the 1987
Constitution.

The case stemmed from the peti-
tion for certiorari and prohibition
filed by former Bayan Muna repre-
sentatives Satur Ocampo and Teddy
Casifio i 2008 assailing the con-
stitutionality of the JMSU on the
grounds that it violated the consti-
tutional provision which mandates

‘that the exploration, development,

and utilization of natural resources

. E—

supervision of the State.

Joining Ocampo and Casifio in
the petition were former Bayan
Muna representative Neri Col-
menares, the late Anakpawis rep-

resentative Crispin Beltran, former -

Gabtiela representatives Liza Maza
and Luzviminda Tlagan, former
Quezon representative Erin Ta-
fiada, and former senator Teofisto
“TG” Guingona II1.

The. petitioners also argued
that the JMSU was illegal as it al-
lowed foreign corporations that
are wholly-owned by China and
Vietnam to undertake large-scale
exploration of the country’s pe-
troleum resources, in violation
of the constitutional provision
which reserves the right to exploit
and utilize natural resources to
Filipino citizens, or corporations
or associations at least 60 percent
of whose capital is owned by such
citizens.

The respondents -- Arroyo,
then-executive secretary Hduardo
Ermita, and the then-heads of
the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs, Department of Energy,
and the Philippine National Oil
Company-Exploration Corp. --
maintained that Seetion 2, Article

_ XTI of the CGonstitution was inap-
 plicable because it contemplates

the-exploration, developmerit and
utilization" of natural resources,

e

.+Constitation.

| among PH.

wheress the JMSU only involves
pre-exploration activities.

Thz case was submiitted for
resolution in 2010. ;

Bui: the Court en banc, not-
ing that the term “exploration”
pertaios to a search or discovery
'of soxiething in both its ordinary
or technical sense, ruled that the
JMSU involves|the exploration of
the conntrylls|natural resources,
particalarly petroleum.

Citmg part ci the JMSU, which
states the parties “expressed desire
to emzige in a joint research of
petroleum resohirce potential of
certain/area of the South China
as a pre-exploration activity,”
SChedlitis cledr that the tripa:tite
agreeinent was, executed for the
purpose of détermining if pero-
leum exists in the agreement area.

“That the parties designated the
joint research as a pre-exploration
activity is of do moment. Such
designatiop doés not detract from
the fact that the iatent and 1im
of the agreement is to discover
petrolizam which is tantamoun: to
explotation,” the decision penned
by Astociate Justice Samuel Gaer-
lan said, -

The Court further held thar as
valves the exple ra-

the JMSU it

tion of the country’s perroleum
rasources, it falls within the an bit
of Section 2, .

ficle XI1 of the"
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THE PHILIPHNE Supb'eme Court (SC) has
voided a 2005 government deal with
China and Vietnam for joint gas and ml
explorations in the South China Sea,

ioting 12:2 with one abtention, the
tribunal had ruled the agreement violated
the Constitution furallowing foreigners
to explore the country’s natural resources
covering 142,886 square kilometers
without full supervision from the state, it
said in a statement mh Tuesday.

“The court ruled that the Joint
Marine Seismic Undertaking is uncon-
stitutional for allowirig wholly owned
foreign corporations to participate in
the exploration of the country’s natural
resources without observing the safe-
ouards provided in Section 2, Article XIl
of the 1987 Constitution,” it said.

The ngh Court hiad yet to upioada
copy of the decision on Its websfte.

tion, devalonmenfa Lisenfthetuun-
try’s natural resources must be under the
full control and supervision of the state.
In 2005, the Philippinesunder
ex-President Gloria Fiacapagal-nrmweﬁ-

through their state-owned oil companies.
The govemment earlier argued tfte
deal was aboveboard because it onl?
involved “pre-exploration activities,”
which the court disagreed with.
The High Court said the purpose
of the pact was for these companies
to expEme the area for betmleum and
“Such designatic  does not detract
fromthe fa,:f tﬂaﬂhe lrrlmtmd aim ofthe
‘agreement is to discover petroleum, wﬁiﬁ
is tabﬁmuumto exploration,” it said.
Bayan Muna Party-list including for-
mer Congressmen Satur C.
Teodﬂl'o A. Casifio sued the QWerﬂmem
in ZﬂwbduremenghEbmt saymgthe
deal would allow foreign ofl companies to

vormsn—zmmmmmmwnﬂmmmunmﬁmmm {4
wmmmmmmmwmmmsm

tered into the deal with Chinaand Vietnam
© South China Sea, which is believed to -
 contain substantial ofl and gas deposits

oW IFILE PHOTO

Philippine court volds oil
deal with China, Vietnam

conduct large-scale exnforaﬂons of natu-
ral resources intended for Filipino citizens.
In astatement Mr. Casifio welcomed ;
themrmeven‘rﬁttoukthemunalnﬁt'
15 years to resolve it. “The ruling isas
relevant as ever considering President -
Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr.s plan to enter
into a joint exploration of the West Philip-
pine Sea with China,” he said, referring to
aremoftheSOuﬂiChmaSeawntHnthe '
Phiﬁppﬁes’ exclusive economic zone,
Last week, Chinese President Xi Jinping

told Mr, ﬁartosthmwadreadyzom_ '

oil and gas talks with the Philippines, &

cording to Chinese state television. !
“I really hope — | would very

much fike, as you have suggested Mr.

Pressdem - to be able to announce that

weare cemtinumg negotiations and that

we hope that these negotiations will
bear fruff," Mr, Marcos told the Chinese
leader, according to a video releasad by
the presidential palace in Manila.
“Because the pressure is upon not
only China, not only the Philippines but -

the rest of the world to move away from

ihemmlfmn‘tsdpmr he added.
China claims more than 80% of the

and' mrough which billions of dollars

in trade passes each year. A United
Nations-backed arbitration court in July
2016 voided China’s claim to more than
80% of the sea based on a 1940s map.

China has ignored the ruling, which has
.faﬂediomnslsmﬁuﬂdm actmt]es ;
inareas also claimed by the Philippines, -

Viethmrrei, Malaysia and Taiwan.
 “May this be a warning to Mr. Marcos
notto trifle with the constitutional provi-
sronsmatmwémwhmhn of our
resources u:lwvﬂyvtoﬂﬁinos

and under the full supervision and control

of the Philippine govemm'
Sﬂd Wﬂ

it Mr Casifio




i

-
ra
N STRATEGIC FTHE cLiLeerine [Z] [ 1 ]
COMMUNICATION UPFER FAGE!  BANNER EONORIAL CARTOON
AND STORY STORY
ww INITIATIVES AGE LOWER
ke  STRVICE T _
et TAUTH SHALL PREVAIL p '1

TITLE : FPAGE

Maymlad allots P19 B
 for new sewer lines

West zonecormmonaue
Maynilad Water Services
Inc. (Maynilad) is spending
P19 billion in the next five
years to install 121 kilome-
ters of new sewer lines to
expand sewerage services.

The company said the
new sewer pipelines would
be laid in portions of Ma-
nila, Muntinlupa, Valen-
zuela, Bacoor, Las Pifias,
Caloocan, and Quezon
City.

The new lines will catch

used water generated by

around 2.1 million custom-
ers and convey it to Mayni-
lad’s sewage treatment
plants for proper treatment
before discharge to the eco-
system.

“The installation of new
- sewer lines is part of our ef-

fort to protect Commumty
health and thé environ-
ment through proper sew-
age collection and treat-
ment. We hope for the
continued support of the
local government units so
that we can fast track the

implementation of these

pipe- laymg projects in
their area,” Maynilad COO
Randolph Estrellado said.
To minimize public in-
convenience resulting from

‘these pipe-laying activities,

Maynilad said it closely
coordinates with the baran-
gays and communities.
Affected roads are also
immediately restored with
temporary asphalt pave-
ment to make the roads
passable to motorists.
‘Moreover, Maynilad

said it regularly momtbrs
its contractors to enstre
that their work sites are
fully enclosed by board-up
barricades and have appro-
priate lightmg and traffic/
warning signs. '
The company is operat-
ing and maintaining 625

kilometers of sewer lmes

and 22 wastewater treat-
ment facilities that have a
combined capacity to treat
around 664 million liters of
wastewater per day.

Apart from new sewer
lines, Maynilad is budgeting
P22 billion for seven new
water treatment plants in
Muntinlupa, Pasay, Para-
flaque, Cavite, and Rizal in
the next five years. .

These' facilities will add
- more than 545 million liters
per day (MLD) of water
supply for distribution to
customers, thus helping
to reduce service interrup-
tions.

It is also targeting to
replace 639 kilometers of
old, leaky pipes as part of
upgrading its distribution
system to reduce water

losses. _
Maynilad allocated

around P9.9 billion for the

replacement of deteriorated

pipelines in Manila, Para- |
fiaque, Pasay, Munﬁnlupa, |

and Las Pifias.

Maynilad is the conces- |

sionaire of the Metropolitan

Waterworks and Sewerage |

System (MWSS) for the west
zone of the Greater Manila
Area.

- Danessa Rivera
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ANG West Zone conces-

sionaire Maynilad Water

Services, Inc. (Maynilad)
ay nag-aalok ng mga ser--
bisyo sa paglilinis ng sep-
tic tank sa mga residential
at semi-business custo-
mer nito ngayong Enero
sa mga piling bahagi ng
Caloocan, Las Pifias, Ma-
kati, Malabon, Manila, Mun-
tinlupa, Navotas, Para-
fiaque, Pasay, Quezon City,
Valenzuela, at Cavite Pro-
vince nang walang bayad
o dagdag na bayad.

Isa sa mga pa'gslsiﬁp'
at finututukan ng kompanya

upang bawasan ang pagkar-
ga ng polusyon sa mga siste-
ma ng ilog ng Metro Manila

ang sanitation program ng -

Maynilad. "Hinihiling namin
sa aming mga customer na
gamitin ang serbisyong ito
dahil makatutulong ito sa pa-
ngangalaga sa kalusugan
ng komunidad at sa kapaligi-

ran,” sabi ni Maynilad Chief

Operating OmcerRaJmMT
Estrellado.
Mga kustomer na nani-

LIBRENG SEPTIC TANK CLEANING HAND 06
NG MAYNILAD NGAYONG ENERO 207:

nirahan sa Barangay 167,

171,172,180, 181,at 18352
Caloocan; Brgy. Pamplona 2

at Talon Dos sa Las Pifias;
Brgy. Longos sa Malabon;

Broy. Poblacion sa Muntinlu-

pa; at Brgy. San Antonio sa

 Parafiaque ang maaaring
 mag-avail ng serbisyong

desludging ng Maynilad.
- Bukod dito, ilang custo-
mer ng Maynilad 'sa Cavite

‘Province, partikular sa Brgy.

10-A, 10-B, 13, 18, 18, 19,
23, 26, 28, 29, 29-A, Dalahi-
can, Panapaan, at San Rogue

sa Cavite City; at Bucandala
) hanggangﬁsa Imus City

ay maaaring mag-avall ng
septic tank cleaning services
ng kompanya nang walang

dagdag na bayad. Arg ser-
bisyo sa paglilinis ng septic
tark karaniwang nase ha-
lagang humigit-kumulang
Php 4,700 bawat frak

Ang mga interesadong
customer ng Maynilad na
nais mag-avail ng sept ¢ tank
cleaning service ng kompan-
ya ay maaaring tumawiég sa
Maynilad Hotline 1626 para
masagot ang inyong mga
katanungang kung ano ang
mga kinakailangan af pema-
maraan. Ang karagd:icang
impormasyon ay makukuha
rin sa website ng koripan-
ya, www.mayniladwater.
com.ph, at social med a ac-
counts (Twitter: @mayn lad,
Facebook: /MayniladWater).

Ang Maynilad anc pinaka-
Walaking pribadony water
neessionaire ng M tropoli-
Waterworks anc Sewe-
System (MWSS) sa Pi-
lipinas sa maa funtunin ng
stomer base. Kasama sa

Kung nais ninvo
malaman ang TA IANG.

TAMANG SERBIS/0 ni
AGARANG SERB SYO
LADY, i-search sa
YOUTUBE CHANNEL,
“HILDA ONG" 2l sa
acebook Fanpage “TV
mﬂ;ﬂLDA ONG?,

kalimutan
i-click ang saliten
BSCRIBE”, “LIKE®
at “SHARE".

Iuga!‘ ng. serhisyo nito ang

mga lungsod ng Maynila (la-
hat maliban sa mga bahagi
ng San Andres at Sta. Ana),
Quezon City (kanluran ng San
Juan River, West Avenue,
EDSA, Congressional, Min-
danao Avenue, ang hilagang
bahagi na nagsisimula sa

mga Distrito ng Banal na Es-
piritu at Batasan Hills), Ma-
. A

kaﬁ (karﬂuran ng souﬁq
per Highway), ‘Caloocan,
Pasay, Parafiaque, Las Pi-
fias, Muntinlupa, Valenzue'a,
Navotas, at Malabon, lahat
sa Metro Manila; at ang mga
lungsod ng Cavite, Bacoor,
at Imus, at ang mga bayan
ng Kawit, Noveleta, at Rosa-
rio, lahat sa falamgmngCa
vite. L

CARTOON
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Maynilad allois lots P19B i0l new sewer Iines

‘West Zone cornicessionaire MaynMsSeanageTmat—
Maynilad Water Services, ment Plants for proper treat- IGMD Nl!WS
Inc. (Maiy nilad) is spending mmmhm
some F*/9 billion over the = ecosystem.
nextfive years forthe instal- %emsma&m:fm
lation of 121 kilometers of  sewer lines is part of our ef-
new sewer lines to expand  fort to protect community
sewerage services for its  health and the environment
customers. _ through proper sewage col-
The new sewer pipe- lection and treatment. We
lhes—mbahidmporﬁons_ hopeiorhmw'
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. Davao bl.zmen

told: Comply with

‘waste mgmt plan

By ManueL T. CAvoN ¥ @awimailbox
Mindanao Bureau Chief

AVAO CITY—Businesses here have
: beenaskedtocarefullycrafttheirSolid

Waste ManagementPlanandabideby
them as the city findsways toreduce the daily
disposal of garbage to its landfill.

The City Environment and Natural Re-
sources Office (CENRO) hasissued the warn-

ing as businesses file this month either their

application to operate or renewal of permits
and pay their tax dues.

The CENRO said a solid waste manage-
ment plan is required of every operational
business in the city in order to acquire a
solid waste management cernfxcate from
the office.

“The purpose of the solid wastemanage-
ment plan regards with their disposal sys-
tem, how theymanage theirwaste. The only
major requirement is the solid management
plan,” said CENRO chief Marivic Reyes.

The certificateisrequired when applymg
for newbusiness permitsbut it would ot be
required anymore upon renewal. However,
failure to abide by the management plan
once inspected anytime would still have
consequent penalties for business owners,
Reyes said. '

_ “Itis within the law that an establishment
operatingwithouta Solid Waste Ma.nﬁgepwnt

- Certificate willbe penalized because thisisin

violation of our ordinance, with a penalty of -

__ P5,000,” she added.

3

Establishments must follow the system
indicated in their solid waste managerhen_t

- plan, a copy of which would be kept by CEN-

RO as reference for future inspections, The
plan must include segregation schematics,
collection points, the disposal schedule,
and othér waste management details, all of
which are geared at making sure that only
residuals orunusable materials are collected
by the CENRO.

Businesses found violating their waste
management plan would be penalized and
may have to reapply for another solid waste
management certificate. j

Reyes said measures on responsible
waste managementare being implemented

‘even more stringentlyin the city due to the
continuously increasing volame of trash
collected.

In 2020, the office collezted 223,431
tons of garbage. This increassd to 254,750
tons in 2021 and 285,829 tons in 2022.
All of these ended up in the city’s sanjtary
landfill, which is already full, the CENRO
~aid.

Although the trend points to an increase
in the total volume of garbage collected, she
said thecity hasbeen effective to a certain ex-
tent in minimizing the garbage buildup with
daily collection still range between 600 and
700 tons of garbage.

“If we look at the studies, there really isa
decrease in our collection. Most just cannot
‘notice thisbecausethenumber 3fsubd1vi510ns
and incoming condominiums iri ourcity have
also increased,” Reyes said.

Sheadded that maintaining the dailyaver-

** age volume collected within the range of 600
" 't0 700 tonsisthe criticalindicztor tothecity’s
' sohd waste management (1

——
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~ P15Mpananimsa

INIULAT na aabot sa higit
P1.5 milyong halaga ng
mga pananim ang nasira
sa pagbaha sa bayan ng
Norzagaray sa Bulacan
bunsod ng pagpapakawa-
la ng tubig sa mga dam.
Ayon kay Municipal Di-
saster Risk Reduction and
Management Office (MDR-
RMO) head Jerry Sumbillo,
maraming napinsalang tani-

man w_haniang.lbam lalo

na ang mga malapit sa ilog.

Sinabi ni Sumbiflo, humu-
pa na ang baha sa kanilang
bayan pero nais ipatawag ni
Mayor Merlyn Germar ang
mga opisyal ng Ipo at Angat
dam para magpaliwanag sa
mga residente ng Norzaga-
ray kung bakit ganoon katin-
di ang naging pagbaha na
puminsala sa kanilang kabu-
hayan. . .
- DANNY GRAVADOR






