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By Rio N. Afaja

THE Department of Environment and N: ytural Re-
saurces (DENR) on Monday said it has resolved 606
land dispute cases or43 percentofthe 1,419 casesreferred
to its alternative dispute resolution (ADR) p since
2019.

DENR assistant secretary for legal affairs
and ADR committee chair Michelle ;Angehua
Go noted that previous delays in resolymg land
dispute cases generates “mistrust” in the DENR,

‘but the speedy resolution of land cases through

the ADR mechanism raised the agency’s hntegrlly,

“a crucial determinant of citizens® trust in
gov’ernment

At least 606 mediated cases over the four-year period

“is quite a feat” considering the longer time and costly

expenses these cases would have entailed 1+f resolved

through court litigation, she said. |
The ADR mechanism benefits disputants in terms of

 time and costs compared to resorting to filing lawsuits

: whezetwopammarepmthmughanadversarysystmn

and court decisions are based on the merits of the dispute.

The agency’s adoption of ADR mechanism was
pursuant to Republic/ Act 9285 or the Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution Act of 2004 and DENR
Administrative Order 2005-18.

Some 412 ADR mediations were conducted in 2022
mostly via online, exceeding by 110 percent [ast ycar’s
376 ADR mediations conducted.

Go credited the increase in ADR mediations last yearto
the full implementation of DAO 2021-01 entitled “Guide-
lines on the Conduct of Virtual Alternative Dispute Res-
olution Proceedings in the Resolution of Land Claims

and Conflicts and Other Natural Resources U:sputes i

the Dcpartment” issued on Jan, 29, 2021. . |
L2 |
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BY PAULA ANTOLIN
@tribunephl_ phau

(" Sheaddedthatthe

Thé Department of Environment

- and Natural Resources announced

on Monday that it has already

 resolved at least 43 percent

sinee 2019.

or 606 of the total 1,419 land

dispute cases under the agency’s

Alternative Dispute Resolution

- DENR Assistant Sacretary fm;
Le@.l Affairs and ADR committee
chair Michelle Angelica Go stressed
that previous delays in resolving
land dmpute cases feed “mistrust”

resolistion; at 43%

in the DENR speedy Fesolutmn of
land cases.

cases over the four- -year period
is quite a feat, considering
the longar tlme and costl
expenses these cases would have
entailed if resolved through
court htlgatlon
The ADR mech:mﬁsm, said Go,
: beneﬁts disputants in terms of time
and costs compared  resorting to
 filing lawsuits where two parties are
put through an adversary system
and court decisions are based og
t.he merits of the dlspute

EOGmedlated l
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By /ane Bautista -
@jai1EbautistaINg

The gradual decrease in' fecal
coliform levels following al-
most four years pf rehabilita-
tion efforts has improved water
quality in Manila|Bay, the De-
partment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) said
on Monday. AURE '

Data from the Manila Bay
Coordinating  Offi (MBCO)
shovred that as of Dctober 1022,
the fzcal coliform lgvel in Minila
Bay had gone down to 41,300
mosi probable number per 100
milliliters (MPN/soomL) {rom
126.coo MPN/ioomL in 2016,

11

-+

coliform level for coastal wa-
ters to be safe for swimming
and other recreational activities
was at only 100 MPN/1icomL.
Upon the implementation
of the rehabilitation efforts in
January 2019, Manila Bay was
declared a “no swimming zone.”
Then Environment Secretary
Roy Cimatu said bathing in Ma-
nila Bay could expose people
to high levels of fecal coliform
bacteria and increase their
chances to develop illnesses.
Back then, the DENR re-
corded a fecal coliform count
of 7.9 million MPN/toomL from
the sampling station at the Pa-
i

he DENR said the standard-

LESSDIRTY Although not yet fit for swimming, government
efforts to rehab?litate Manila Bay appear to be paying off.
—INQUIRER FILE PHOTO & il

dre Faura drainage outfall.

~ “The government’s ongoing
rehabilitation efforts appeared
to be paying off as the water
quality within the Manila Bay

region contied to improve

on th¢''“eets of Padre Faura
and Abaa, as well as the securi-
ty, operation and maintenance
of the sewage treatment plant
(STP).

Sustainable interventions
The DENR said the remain-
ing five projects were at 83 to 96
percent completion. !
“At the Libertad Channel,
which is also a hot spot in water
pollution, dredging activities
were completed while a so-
lar-powered STP with a capac-
i%gf 10 million liters per day is
already built and only awaiting

commissioning,” itsaid.
| The government agencies,

RE, T L 1

which are part of the Manila.
Bay rehabilitation efforts would "
adopt sustainable management.
interventions this year and
also initiate community-based
strategies in solid waste man-

~ agement.

Jacob Meimban, executive
director of MBC(?, said the STP
projects were expected to sig- o
nificantly reduce pollution in”
the major waterways. i

“At the moment, we are also
working on the institutional-
ization of the MBCO to ensure °
continuity in -th_é implementa- .
tion of the projects and activi- -

 ties under the Manila Bay Reha- .

bilitation Program,” he said. ina =
A ’2 50 "

this year,” the DENR said in a
statement on Monday.

- Two of the seven projects
in Manila Baywalk have been
completed. These include the
-solar—pg_a_tered comfort rooms

» g
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-INYONG

LINGKOD

KALIDAD NG TUBIG SA
'BUMUTI SA 4 TAONG i

gion IV-A mula 94,000 MPN/
100mL patungo sa 47,000
MPN/100mL.

9,248 birds na may 1¢7 iba’t

ibang species.
| 8a kanilang dake, iniulat

BILITASYON

LA BAY

Bilang suportz sa Manila
Bay Rehabilitation Program,
ang MMDA, Depariment of

. Sa pagsisikap ng Ragx:nn ng Task Force Watm Hya- ~ Public Works and HHighways
Il nakapagbigay ng alterna-  cinth na ang DENR offices DPWH), s ilalim 19 pama-
NAGBUBUNGA na an inter-agency Manila Bay tive livelihoods sa inilipat na  sa NCR at Regions llatV-  mahalang Mandzn us Agen-
kasalukuyang pag.mgag. ‘?gsk Force (MBTF) na pina- indibidwal sa pagtayongfloa- ~ A: Pasig River Coorfinating  ¢ies at METF. ay \agsasa-
ng gobyerno na isaayos  mumunuan ng DENR. ting restaurants at pagkaka- ~ and Management Ciffice;  gawadin ng geo-cnineering
ang Manila Bay matapos Matapos ang halos apat roon ng ecotourism area. Metropolitan: Manila Deve- interventions at ir frastruc-
na patuloy na maging nataong rehabilitasyon, ang Sajlalimnamannghabitat  lopment Authority (MMDA), at  ure.
maayos ang kalidad ng tinaguriang “Battle forManila ~ andresources management,  iba pang member ajoncies Hanggang noong Octo-
tubig sa Manila Bay re- Bay" ay nagresulta sa mas iniulat ng MBCO na may  sakanilang mga luger nasi-  ber 2022, dalawe 2 pitong
gion. mabuting water quality sa 13535 mangrovesat24,730  nasakupan ay nakzkolekta  proyekio sa Mania Baywalk
Iniugnay ng Department ~ Manila Bay region na nakita ~ bamboo propagules ang na-  atnakpagtaponng 22 453.02  ang natapos 12 219 solar-
of Environment and Natu- sa unti-unting /itanim sa buong bay region  cubic meters ng waler hya- ered comfort rooms sa
ral Resources (DENR) ang  fecal coliform level simula mﬂ"mﬂ”ﬂm ng% GIHE: . § " F;:I:ra E;lﬁb 18::5{
umpay na ito sa tuloy-tu-  noong January 2019. Maliban may ragdagang clzin-up & ang urity, opera
E’;a{maayusnmmgnm SaRegion lll, bumabaang  metric tons ng isda ang na-  activities ang isinagiwva sa intenance ng stz e-of-the-
tasyon ng Operational Plan  coliform levelsa 1,243MPN/  kuha ayon sa Bureau of  river system choke points rt sewage treatm nt plant
for the Manaa Bay Coastal  100mL mula 5,099 MPN/  Fisheries and Aquatic Re-  upang maiwasan arg pag- P). Ang ibang proyekto ay
Strategy (OPMBCS) at ang  100mL. Bumaba rinito sari- ~ sources, habangang DENR-  dami ng water hyacinths du- asaaa to 96 percant conF
geo-engineering Initiatives  ver mouths o outfalls saRe-  NCR ay nakapagtala ng lotng Habagat season
Natapos namanangdred-  ng nature-based approach |

.gmgsal.ﬂ:amd’.'}hannal na

ﬂmgmimg ‘hotspot in water
pollution,” habang ang solar-

powered STP na may ka-

- pasidad na 10 million liters

per day ay naitayo na at nag-
hihintay na lang ng commis-
Ayon kay MBCO Execu-

'sa pagbuo ng mangrove -

“At the moment, we are
also working on the institu-
tionalization of the MBCO to
ensure continuity in the im-
plementation of the pro-
jects and activities under
the Manila Bay Rehabilita-

tive Director Jacob F. Meim- tinnPrograi-n'saad'niI.':eim— '

ban, inaasahan na mapapa- |

baba pa ng STP interventions

ang polusyon sa malalaking Kﬂﬂﬂ nais ?'mm

e VP ORMASYON |
Ayondito,angmgaahen- | \oNG SERBISYO ni

sya na kabilang sa Manila AGARANG SERBISYO

Bay rehab ay gagamit ng LADY, i-search sa

sustainable management in- - YG.ITlBE .

terventions sa Baywalk area *HILDA m at sa

sa darating na taon, mag-
sasagawa ng community-

Fbonk eV |

based approach sa solid Huwag Imllmulm

waste management sa pama- i-click an it

magitan ng waste-to-energy SUBSCRIIS_ ik

at upscaling, at magsusulong at “SHARE", |
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Lets start practicing
zero waste at home

HE Philippines was the first country in the worlc|
to celebrate January as Zero Waste Month. The
idea was hatched in 2012 after Philippine youth
leaders issued a Zero Waste Youth Manifesto
calling for, among other things, the celebration of a Zero
Waste Month.

In 2014, President Benigno Simeon Aquino III issued ?residenti;ﬂl._ .

Proclamation No. 760 declaring January as “Zero Waste Month”. The
proclamation promotes designing and managing products and pro-
cesses to systematically eliminate the volume and toxicity of waste and
materials. It also aims to conserve and recover all resources, instead of
indiscriminately disposing or burning them.

Proclamation No. 760 declares that zerowasteis a goal thatis ethical,
economical, efficient and visionary to guide people in changing their
lifestyles and practices to emulate sustainable natural cycles, where all
discarded materials are designed to become resources for others to use..

On January 22, 2015, the first Philippine Zero Waste Fair was held
at the Quezon Memorial Circle. Organized by EcoWaste Coalitior,
Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Mother Earth Founda-
tion, and Health Care Without Harm, the fair served as an excellent
opportunity for people to learn more about zero waste initiatives, and
to partner with local government units and organizations supporting
the zero waste advocacy.

The term zero waste was first used in the 1970s by Paul Palmer, a
chemistwhose company, Zero Waste Systems, was established to reduce:
the amount of chemical waste in laboratories across the United States.
Thismeanshisinterestin zero waste was scientificand monetary rather
than ecological.

BeaJohnson, aFrench-Americanwomanlivingin California, iswidely
credited with beginning the zero-waste lifestyle movement, starting,
small with her family of four and sharing the journey on her blog Zero
Waste Home. Johnson brought the 5 Rs (refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle
and rot) of the zero waste movement to prominence. This template of
zero waste living gave potential zero wasters around the world an easy
to understand and implement rulebook.

Today, with the help of social media, people around the world are

embracing a zero waste lifestyle. Zero waste is no longer a theory and
is being put into action by people in cities all over the world.

The Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA) Asia Pacific
is using the strength of the movement to celebrate International Zero
Waste Month this January. The alliance was founded in 2000 when it
brought together 83 participants from 23 countries to establish GAIA.
The movement has grown into an organization that unites hundreds of
members in 90 different countries. The alliance has played a leadership
role in influencing climate policy, building a world free from plastic, and
supporting cities in their transition to zero waste.

It would do well for all of us to take part in the yearly celebration of
Zero Waste Month this January. We can start small by following some
steps that can help in reducing our solid waste problems. For example,
we can make it a habit to follow the 3Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle); we can
start segregating our household waste, and avmdmg the use of plastic
straws and cutleries when eating outside.

Ultimately, our goal is to follow a cleaner, greener alternative to the .

way we manage our waste. It is not too late for us to make a difference.
If we can make this a habit, we can create a zero waste society and help
|

make landfills a thing of the past.
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na Nazareno na lumahok sa

"Walk of Faith" mula Quirino

Grandstand sa Luneta hang-

. gang sa simbahan ng Quia-
. po nltong Linggo ng mada- -
ling'araw, hindi naging prob-

lema ng pamahalaang lung-"

~sod ng Maynila ang mga

basura sa lansangan.
- Marahil, natuto na rin -

. ang mga deboto sa walang
tigil'na panawagan ng lokal =
-na pamahalaan at ng mga

pagtatapon ng kamlang rnga i,

* lakad

NG REKLAMO SA BASURA

SA kabila ng napakaraming

]  basura lalo't hindi b!rq ang
" mga deboto ng Poong Htim

* 88,000 kataong lumahok sa

mahigit isang oras na pagla-
at mag-iwan ng mga
basura sa lansangang ka-

- nilang dinaanan.

- Hindi naman kasi I|ng|d
- sa kaaidman ng marami, ang
mga pangunahing lansa-
ngan sa Maynila ay mayna-

~ katalagang street sweeper
-bukod pa sareqular ang ko-

Iekswon ng ‘basura saan
mang gawi sa lungsod, -
‘Kungmahigitisang r mil-

ngasiwa sa paghahakot ng

* basura, sulit naman dahil éa
§  daming mga residenteng na-

ninirahan sa Maynila, tiyak

" namagiging ga-bundok ang

1Eﬂy0 dahil minsan na nilang
. naranasan ang ganitong sit-
- wasyon sa mga nakaraan
pang administrasyon mata-
pos pumalya ang kontratis-

- tang humahakat ng basura

bunga nang ‘di pagkakau-

. hawaan.

 Taliwas ang nangyayari

_nga_gan sa kaharian ni Para-

. fiaque City Mayor Eric Oli-

" varez na finadtad ng rekla- .
-mo ng mga residente dahil °

- sa hindi nakokolektang basu-

. ramula pa noong nagdaang
Pasko.
Halos lahat ng16na

 barangay salungsod ay na-
mamaho na sa dami ng tam-

bak na basurang hindi nako- -

ta siya at kanyang may-ba- -
hay na si Aileen Claiie sa -
~Material Recovery Fecility -

ng kanilang alkalde ay ipi-

nost paangmga larawian ng -
tambak na basura sa opis--
yal na Facebook page ng
kanilang Public Inform ation

Office.
Sa isang koment) na-

kasaad ang kataganj "Di
- namandapat tumigil an g ser-

vice kung anomang tiansi-
tion yang nangyayari. This
is just plain MISMANAGE-
MENT! Anong tulong arig na-
- gawa n'yang persona| visit

na yan ng mayor‘? F'hoto_

. 0p??°

Ang isa pang m‘kmg-
hang na kemento ay ang
post ng isang netizen ng

. win Olivarez para m:

nagkakasakit na kapt puyat,

tapos ung basurz w2la na
rin|napasok ang mar

sa C5 Road Ext. sa 3rgy. ng| bayad sa
' mga basura 4 lansangan  LaHuerta. ~ tatapon... Grabe raman
- kapag pumalya ng kahit Gayunman, ngging maawa namn kal s3 mga
isang araw lang ang kolek- ~ malupit ang mga resitlente  nasasakupan nyo, gawan
- syon ng basura. ~ dahil sa halip na umzmiain = nyod namn po sana rg action
. Balid'yanngmgaMani-  ang paghingi ng paumanhin- yuhg mga prob!”ﬂflrl ] kina-

sidente

in, hindi'

igyan.
ng sapat na kaa
tong pamumuno ang na-
kababatang kapatid dahil

i : _ ganito:"Ang pangitngfama-  sampal sa kanilang [ amilya

: %rfgﬁaiﬂ? Eg E::‘:::g‘f : :y;r; r:;r; slfua?:gn?\;:: a:gg kolekta kaya todo ang hingi  malakad ngaun, laging wa-  ang hindi magagand ng ko-

' ol kahmgarrzi Wastor : E)kalgsa kom 9 Ve A 9 ng paumanhinng alkalde sa  lang ubig, magdamag jising . mento sa alkalde ng kanilang
ng . Eanyalg A | mgaremderﬂe nangbumisi-  para makaipon ng fubig, mda kababavan

man sa.
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Tambak na basura  bumulaga sa P'que

URANY g Bakos mulb. b N8 GPieyaLIS badebin
' ’gldehte at neti- paggg h:g? PX:H:C Iriforma
‘ang angan ng ffice (P1O)  ng
konkretong aksyon ni Paranaque ang pagbisi bg

Paranaque City Mayor nila ng kanyang may-ba-
Eric Olivarez h?w”ﬂ»my: gpasmﬁiﬁgupm%a__ _
. na barangay ng Tunzsod, -

l:im:‘l; a umqqng ‘nas

ko basura | sawm mﬂﬂ‘mmgg ‘naka

mtwasym at’pa-

Pa noo
n ?oang l(aq:uaskuhanng
mingi naman " n'
Panhgnhm' n&ﬂ%}d‘
ita_siya, kasa:

nang bumis Y Ay

i e

maxﬁasakxt na pahayag
para lamang malbulalas
an% sentimyento.
ukod kasi sa nirara-
ami ng rama-
ek 1 g A

ag pa ng perwi-

$y0 sa mamamayan ang

kakulang . ng supply ng
unga ng‘ raga

Maymlad ater zgrﬁ§

ma ang 2 sa patuloy na water inter-
Claire at hepe G Envi- © umano nagngitngit ruphon
rormental an atural neﬁzens;nﬂk:s:g Napag-alaman na ;mla_
kﬂmanto 4 m ng bcslpu:
ng-alka: ang kasalukuyang pcumu-
os ang sit hindi na
mpuﬁh#wpammx- b dumadaan

e e e T

B e ﬁ. ngbisara.. Edd Repes
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By BERNIE CAHILES-MAGKILAT

Republic Cement took home a total
of seven awards at the prestigious 68th
Presidential Mineral Industry Environ-
mental Awards (PMIEA). iy A

Hosted by the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources-Mines

and Geosciences Bureau (DENR - MGB),

the awards ceremony recognizes com-

_panies that performed admirably in

terms of environmental preservation

~ and safety excellence. This year’s theme

| was was “Resilience, Reset, Recovery”,
hi,ghhghnng the unportant role that
the mining industry plays in economic

I development and safeguarding the en-
- vironment through responsible mining.

+  Atthisyear’s awards, Republic Ce-
' mentdominated the Quarry Operations

~ Presidential Mineral Industry Envi-

ronmental Awards for its Batangas,

Iligan, and Teresa Plants. The Plati-

num Achievernent Award for the same

- category was also awarded to Republic

. Cement Bulacan Plant.

i Further to these achievements, the
proudly local cement manufacturer’s
Batangas Plant was recognized for
having the Safest Mine (Non-Metallic).

B EﬂtBestMuung Forest (Non-tpetalhc),
Republic’s Bulacan Plant won the top
prizewim its Iligan Plant winningsec—
ond runner-up for the same caxegory

=

PR

~ (Non-Metallic) Category, winning the

.. Speech

_for Philippine transforr

Thq Iiepuhllc Bement Team stands pruudly at the rmntly hel
Safety and Environment Conference, The team shows off its 7 awards, including t/ie Presiden-

publlc Cement SWeep s mineral
mdustry enwronmental a

vards

2022 Annual Natmnal Hlne

tial Mineral Industry Enwrm‘mental Awards (PMIEA) for Quarry|Operations for ils Batangas,

Teresa, and lligan Plants, the

“The awards we have received this
evening serve not only as recognition

for our practices and commitments to-

wards our communities and sustainable
development, but also as a challenge to
do even more in promoting the respon-
sible management of environmental
and natural resources,” Republic Ce-
ment & Building Matenals President
Lloyd Vicente shared in his acceptance

Founded in 1955, Republic Cement
celebrates 67 years of being a partner
\ation as a.
building materials com any and key

 contributor toination building

e highest honor for excellence in responsible mining conferred by
the Department of Envlronméntal & Natural Resources (DENR).

: g Republic
Cement proudly supplies qua itycement
maniufactured at seven strategically
located sites across the Philippines.
“Throughout our 67 vears of service
towands building the nation, Republic

rough responsitlemining
pmmitment to safetyand

environment, towards a gr-ener and
Stronger Republic.”
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| Eramen Minetrals, Inc. recenrtly
bagged the prestigious Presidential
. Mineral Industry Ehvxmnmental
{ Award (PMIEA) in the Surface Mmang
Categoryand ist runner-up in the Best
ning Forest in the Metallic Categbry
the 68th Annual National
Safety and Environment Confere ce,
_held at the CAP John Hay Trade :pnd
Cultural Center in Baguio City, last
November 18, 2022.

- and Natural Resources and the Mines
- and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) recog-
. nized Eramen for its exceptional com-

~ mitment, initiative, and innovation in

environmental protection, safety and

Eramen Mmerals cited for ‘Best Mining I*orest

environmental protection and natural
resource management. One of the
projects under the MEMO program was
the development of a new 1-hectare
forest nursery with acapacity to grow
500,000.seedlings.
The new nursery is also the

tion of Eramen’s Forestry %search
Laboratory, aimed to boost the cul-
tivation of high-quality 5eedlmgs

loca-

- particularly the Mindoro Pines, using

' The Department of‘Environmfnt-_

- health management, and social de--

- velopment. In 2021, Eramen launched

. tion ({\dﬁﬂﬂ.} Program to enhance its

the Mine Environment Moderniza-

in vitro germination. The program also
included silvicultural training and a
waste-to-nutrient project that cap-
tures biological macro-elements, such
as nitrogen, potassium, and phospho-

“ rus, and beneficial micro-elements

to produce cytokinin enhancers for
seedlings. Eramen has planted over
510,000 trees covering more than 657

hectares,_.j.l!;luding mined-out sites,

buffer zones, NGP,

‘watering zctivities

. indDENR I:!.u
bamboo plzntation program are:s.

In addition to the forest nursery,
Eramen also devdloped arl organic
agro-forestry f: to grow a variety
of fruits, vegetablds, and other crops
not only to augmernt food sources and
sustainability of the mine but also to
aid in reducing the impact of climate
change. Eramen maintains a program
to managp air quality through road
installing Road
water sprinklers $panning o Ililo-
meters, It addresses siltation issues
through a combination of mega silt
ponds and a company-developed fil-

tration meclule inall discharge points

to filter sediment and fine silts. Fra-
menhasinvestéd cly ©50 millionin:
mental manageinent
for the fiscal year 2p21-2022 alone.
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Eramen Minerals, Inc. was
honored this year after get-
ting the prestigious Presi-
dential Mineral Industry En-

Eramen mﬁs
envnronmental '

V\(ards

itro germination.

usmg in-

‘The program also included

silvicultural training and a

‘vuonmental Award (PMIEA)

in the Surface Mmmg Cat-

~egory and as 1st runner-up

in the Best Mining Forest in

the Metalhc Category at the
68th Annual National Mine
Safety and Environment Con-
ference, held at the CAP John

_ Hay Trade and Cultx.11‘al€en~ {

ter in Baguio City, Iast Nov

_18 2022, S o
The Department of Env

mnment and Natural Re-

sources and the Mines and

gecog'niz
1+ cepti commitment, initia-
ﬁve and innovation in envi-
r&nmental protechon, safety

2ahea1th management, and
- toaid in reducing the m\pact
 In 2021, Eramen launched - .

al development.

he Mine Environment Mod-
gmzaton (MEMO) Program

- te enhance its environmental
p&-atectmn and natural re-

_source management. One of
the projects under the MEMO

program was the develop-

ment of a new one-hectare

forest nursery witha capacify
‘to grow 500,000 seedlings.

Iecahm of Eramen’s Forestry

'Research Laboratory, aimed

: Geosmences Bureau (MGB)‘_-
Eramen for its ex-

waste-to-r
captures t
elements, such as nitrogen,
potassium;, and phosphc%.\

and ben fu::lai micro-éle-
ments to produce cytokifin
enhancers for seedlings. Era-
men haapﬁanted over 510,900
trees covering more than 657
hectares, including mindd-
out sites, buffer zones, NGP,
and DENR-Eramen baml:foo

iological macro-

'plantahomprogram areas.

In addition to the forest
nursery, Eramen also devel-
opedan o;famc agrofonesh'y
farm to grow a variety, of
fruits, vegetables, and other

~crops not only to augment

---tn boost the cultivation of
13}’1 quality seedlings, ar-_-.: 5
ly the Miﬁﬁgﬁa

:'_dwﬁsw:ﬁnﬁx@ﬁ@[fzmm

food sources and sustain-
ablhty of the mine, but also

of climate change.

-+ Eramen mamtams a‘pro-

gram to manage air gual-
ity through road watering
activities by mstalhn‘g Road

‘water sprinklers spanning

nine kilometers. It addresses
siltation issues through a

__'rcombmatlbn of mega silt
“ponds an

a compa.ny-de-

16, & o velﬂped filtration module in
_Thenew mi:sery‘lsaIsnthe o

harge points to filter
sediment and fine silts. _,i
Eramen has invested nearly

P50 million in its mine envi-
ronmental management for
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- Thorough
he investigation into the [ s

I possible cause for the
system-wide failure of our

air traffic management system is

- o
In the last session of ’andesal Forumy panelists
discussed, the future of Phl-China relations in the
wake of President Fercinand Marcos” successfuly,
sta Visit-l : ; s i ol :
T asked' the panel how we should deal wih the
paradox of our bilateral relatipns: the mo-e Cv“e' g
grow trade between our two economies, the more!
lopsided our balance of trade becomes. The only .
solution to this paradox is, of caurse, to grovw our
exports to China. But that brings up the effectiv ‘rg

still ongoing. Nothing is taken for | ess
gmn%lg, xﬁether this be human | ° of our economic governance. We heed clear-sighted
error or the possibility of a cyber econjtmié leadership to kuild up our capacity to
attack. v 4 export, especially to the vvorld’s|largest cons imer

Transport Secretary Jaime
Bautista expects the investigation
to be as thorough as possible. He has bu

economy. - o
The low-hanging fruit in growing our ¢ port

capacity is to boost our mineral exports, esEt‘( i 4

as an extremely competent manager in hislong career  nickel, which is in great demand iy China. This p

in the private sector. He understands how comp has been blocked the past few years by legal icsues

organizations work and how human fai as well as the many vulnerabilities of our agencies

the most sophisticated technological s i that regulate this sector. Among thoke vulnerabil ties,
Bautista had to give up about a dozen board  needless to say, is corruption.

directorships to accept his current government post.
That translates into a major income loss. This case
is illustrative of the difficulty of recruiting talent
from the private sector. Accepting a government
appointment often requires giving up so much to
serve the nation. ! WO
Fixing our problematic transport sector is a big
challenge by itself. Cleaning up governance of our
transport sector inflates the challenge all the more.
Introducing the needed reforms will meet resistance
from embedded interests who profit from the
inefficiencies and ir tence that burden the many
- Twice Bautista stood his ground and opposed
political appointees in key agencies under his
supervision. It is no secret that several groups with

vested interests are keen on getting rid of Bautista.

The on-going investigation into the shutdown of
our airspace on the first day of this year appears to
focus on human failure. The failure may be due to the
actions or omissions of other parts of government. For
instance, Congress had disapproved allocations for
equipment upgrade for our air traffic control system.

‘Both houses of Congress are set to begin public
hearings on the air traffic fiasco. Our legislators
should consider their own roles in causing equipment
failure in a vital agency. :

The pay scales of some of the most technical jobs in
our air traffic control system needs some looking into.
The entry salary of a CAAP technician is just P14,000
a month, lower than most other skiIls-_igéLerx;sive
government jobs. At that salary grade, the technician
is expected to look after bﬂﬁor?sr of pesos worth of
sophisticated equipment. T

A seasoned obhubf;lowbr specialist is
P44,000 a month. While Filipinos pay
prices in the world for onions and suga]-'{';
air traffic specialists the least. - | g

Because of the low pay we give, other countries
freely poach from our pool of technical talent
Over the past years, the CAAP has been franti
training new recruits to mpl'enish those 9-" '
work abroad where they are better compens )
their talents. This, on its own, presents risks for the
reliability of our critical infrastructure. b :

In a word, many factors contributed to the failure
that led to that air traffic control shutdown. If
our legislators want to be really thorough in the
investigation of what happened, they should broade
the inquiry to include those other contributory

)

For instance, a graft coraplaint has been recc-ntg.
filed before the Office of the Ombudsman by a
potential investor against the very head of the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB). Eugene Co,
president of Yinglong Steel Corporation based in Sta.
Cruz, Zambales claims that in Octdber 2021 he and
his company’s general manager went to the offic- of
MGB director Wilfredo Moncano. :
 Co claims that the official demanded P10 million to
facilitate and release the peading permits. Thinking
the amount was an official fee for the release of the
needed permits, Conegotiatxd for astaggered rele :se -
of the amount. His genera! manager immediat:ly
issued a pay-to-cash check for P3 miflion.

~To their surprise, the check was encashed by
Moncano himself on Oct. 9, 2021 af the East-West
Bank Davao branch. The MGB offirial affixed his
signature on the check and vrrote in his address = d
phone number. He likewise submitted a copy of his
driver’s license for verification. -

Needless to say, the paperwork lon Yinglong's
permit applications have not moved to this day. It is
now clear to Eugene Co that the amolnt demand«d
from his company was not orficial procedure. It is a
bribe demanded with his paperwork held hostage

Itis not easy for aforeigninvestor to file a complaint

"against a sitting public official. The linvestor risl s

vengeance and, probably, the future of his business,
But Co went to the ombudsmar, nevertheless, armic !
with the evidence described above.
Incidents such as this one erccle investor confidenc:
in our ecenomic governance, explaining wh
investors tend tpavbid the Philippines.
d e R ERE L] J * o
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- DUMAGUETE  CITY—Local

officials of Dauin town in Ne- |
' gros Oriental want to put up a
floating wharf on the 74-hect-

are diving haven Apo Island,
much to the chagrin of envi-
ronmentalists.

Saentwts from the Coast-

T
L' ﬁm ’Foumiiﬁon“mh and the
Silliman University Institute
- of Environmental and Marine
- Sciences appealed to the Apo
Island’s Protected Areas Man-

' agement Board (PAMB) to care-
fully deliberate on the disad-
vantages of the proposal, and
consider the science behind it.
Apo Island, the country's
premiere model of communi-

ty-based coastal resources man-

agement off the coast of Dau-

‘in, about 16 kilometers south

of Dumaguete City, will get a
P207-million face-lift aimed
at providing “ease and conve-
‘nience in travel, transport of
goods, and delivery of medical
services” to the island, said Apo’s
wvillage chief, Mario Pascobello.

ation and Educa-

.

~ “This (floating wharf) will

provide safety and comfort

PLAYTIME A diver swims
with a green sea turtle, one
of the main attractions on

Apo Island, in this undated

- photo. —DEPARTMENT OF TOUR-

ISM-CENTRAL VISAYAS PHOTO

not only to the people of Apo
but also to tourists, especial-
ly the aged and the handi-
capped,” Pascobello said.

The Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resourc-
es’ Apo Island Protected Land-
scape and Seascape-PAMB
gave the municipality of Dauin
a clearance in November 2022
to apply for an Environmen-
tal Compliance Certificate to
build a jetty port on the island.

Income from  tourism
alone at Apo Island during the

" 40 boats docked on Apo Island

repandemic period vras high-
t at P14 million, comiing only
om entrance fees, sr.orkeling
d scuba diving fees.
Prepandemic records at the
PAMB showed that about 20 to

jzchd y, bringing in more than
o tourists on the average.

' Income from boat rentals,
souvenirs and . eating places
were earned by the residents
hemselves. Income frcrn green
turtle-related activities, on the
other hand, went to the Apo’
Island Snorkeling Equipment/
Rental and Guiding Ass»ciation. |

1 Movable port
‘ Pascobello said the pro-
posed movable port. would
be stationed at Cogon Point
from July to September during’
habagat (southeast monsoon),
and towed to the Bayhuy area:
by October during amihan'
(northwest monsoon). :
| Baybay is near the Chapel
Pomt coral reef, the hebitat of '
green turtles where snorkel-
ing is popular. Cogon Point.
is about a kilometer fiom the

Apo Island Marine Sanctuary |-

in Purok Ubos where scuba
diving is regulated. iva H




oy STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
i AND

TITLE ;

* INITIATIVES
SERVICE

PAGE

UFPER_—

LOWER

FAGE 1
STORY

T ‘% - 1
L

i

ANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

DATE

) Iigal Iogges

naaresto sa Cordillera

| CAMP DANGWA, Nakumpiska sa mga ito
Benguet - Umabot sa 60 ang 62, %GS board feet
ill_esal'losgﬂansnaare ; !

Cor
: onaﬂofﬁce ang
et Pohqe Provincial

0 .a%akapngtala ng

! ar *n&b}langng
sion (RO "'Bagum ltyPohw
167 anti-ille git !%paaraa PPO, 10:°
operations ng Cordillera- nitain E’rtwmce Po-.
[PNP, nahuli nila ang 60 in- . 8; Ifu e, 67
i ldxb;dwal na sang t sal_lﬂ _ bra.at_l(a__l_’_  tig-
IIegﬁl 10331113 e 3

Amya,ang= _ ] 1sng_

"-'-PROCOR ay mzmlmg"

- aktibo sa kanilang pag-

 sisikap sa pangangalaga sa
kapaligiran sa pamamagi-
tan ng pagsasagawa ng.
iba’t ibang aktibidad sa
pagtatanim ng puno, pag-
lilinis, at pagpapatmlya .\ia**
kagubatan
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1 iﬁi"il]hiuiﬂﬁ [illal(l‘ I'IﬁS Vanuatu

’. E y un b = dra ” '
Th quakehtamund llﬂlpmlocal 12:30 GMT}
Su;g y.ltwas centred 23km (14m1]ehs]§£reémP0rt

mﬁg@?ﬁ% ﬁes),;& agency

e J

Kaysml?qm,azz' -old student thehllagaof
' Harzfo;fem Sank)smd a“very huge”

“Wewmnghtonﬁleseaﬁvewemloo gforcrabon
the coast,” hesaid. “Weran for our lives and then we ran
to our homes.”

i Athwlwmem&aewllageofabout 1,000people the
qu;fhadkno;kedobpdsmﬂ\eground,f)reahnga@s
in the kitchen, .

k le were m "headded, for
| ﬁea:zfeg.Ptsm\anu nmvmmd he had seen
no structural damage to homes in his wl]f

~ Therehavebeennoreports damageqrcamalhgsso
far. Vanuatu has a pqmlahcm of 280,000
Wﬁﬁfwmaldoaensmds.ltmmﬁre

'gfeghswh@a mcm;cm‘aolhde.mdf |






