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President Bongbong Marcos

returns today from a his-
toric state visit to China. |
We should get a full accounting
of the results of this visit from his
arrival's ] ' 1P
Ahead of that, we do know the
general outlines of what he dis-/ o
cussed with Beijing’s top leaders. NA
The bilateral agreements announced even ahead of
the visit cover a wide range of concerns, from trade
and investments to security cooperation. Beijing is
handing us a hefty welcome present in the form of a
substantial grant to support our development efforts.
Beijing, as the world knows, prefers dealing with
other countries on a strictly bilateral basis. Multilat-
eralism may have its merits, but it is more often a
tedious and protracted process because it require:
forging a consensus among countries of diverse for-

eign policy views, -
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_In the case of her relationship with Manila, Bei-

jing’s preference for bilateral diplomacy is even more
intense. ’ are many things unique to our rela-
tionship. We are “frenemies” is a sense. We squabble
daily over our overlapping territorial claims but the

strategic importance of our economic partnership -

grossly overshadows everything else.

We know Beijing is most pragmatic in its interna-

tional dealings and is always prepared to cut a deal.
When Marcos Sr. opened diplomatic relations with
the People’s Republic and recognized its One China
policy, he demanded - and won - assurance that
Beijing would cease sending support to the Maoist
insurgency in the Philippines. Material support to
the insurgents promptly ceased. : B
President BBM knows he has leverage when he
meets with Xi Jinping. The Philippines has some-
thing akin to a swing vote in the region. Because of
paramount security concerns, Japan, South Korea
and Taiwan are inhibited from closer relations with
Beijing. Taiwan, in particular, is in a constant state of
high military preparedness over the possibility of an
invasion across the strait. : ik :
Vietnam, even as it has developed close economic
ties with China, remains wary of Beijing’s influence
in the region. For many centuries, China tried to con-
quer Vietnam. The last instance of major hostilities in
Southeast Asia was between the two countries.

Both Beijin%land Washington recognize the irnpof- '

tance of the Philippines in ever so slightly tilting the
balance of power in East and Southeast Asia. This is
why both capitals have been so assiduously courting
Manila. The more we are able to maintain the sem-
blance of equidistance, the more of our leverage we
are able to conserve. Mo 4gs | e
‘The longer trends bolster our leverage. Because
Beijing maintained its One Child policy for too long, it
now faces prospects of an aging workforce. The Phil-
ippines, by contrast, is at its demographic sweet spot.
The long trends of demography underpin t%
guration of our partnership with China. It is
entirely our choice to
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ond largest economy in the world a’%":‘b%?%ﬁ?
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“Some people maﬂaﬁ! ottage industry out of
regularly raising alarm over the presence of numer-
ous Chinese ships in the contested South China Sea,
suggesting this was a virtuzl invasion by crowding
out Filipino vessels. ;

They need not look very far. Manila Bay is
crowded with Chinese vessels involved in one large
reclamation project. The Samahan ng Nagkaka-isang
Marinong Pilipino (SNMP) listed at least 16 of these
vessels. | -

SNMP wrote both DMW Secretary Toots Ople and
Labor Secretary Benny Laguesma to complain about
the matter. To participate in the reclamation project,
these ships should have registered with our Marina.
Under our regulations the vessels are allowed only
under a bareboat charter and temporarily under a
Philippine flag arrangement. As such, the vessels are
required to take in Filipino szafarers. This does not
seem to be the case. '

The SNMP claims Filipino seafarers are being -
nied job’ opportunities in these fully foreign crewed
ships. They accuse both the Marina and the Coast
Guard of failing to properly inspect these vessels -
and failing to enforce our regulations on them.

Marina NCR regional director Marc Anthony
Pascua confirmed his agency issued permits for the
vessels of China Harbor Engineering Corporation
(CHEC) to dredging activities in Manila Bay. He saicl
nothing about opening jobs for Filipino seafarer:
under a bareboat charter.

- CHEC is a company with a storied past. It is be-
lieved their dredging vessels were used in rebuilding
up rocky outcrops in the South (China Sea into artificia
islands that now support large railitary installations.
Its mother company, the China Communication
Construction Corporation, was sanctioned by the
US government in 2020 for its role in militarizing the
islands in the Spratlys. Ironically, it is claimed that the
sand used to build Chinese islands in the contested

area were extracted from the Philippines.

The Chinese vessels now assembled at Manila Bay
are reportedly dredging sand from the Bucao River
in Botolan, Zambales and transporting them to the
project site off the Navotas cozst. The sand supply
contract was concluded with Global Sands Ventures,
Inc. — a company owned by the Halilis of Sta. Maria,
Bulacan. This is the family of the wife of former ex-
ecutive secretary Victor Rodriguiez.

Too, the reclamation project these vessels are work-
ing for overlaps with a reclamation project awarded
much earlier to another compary. It is not clear if
Malacafiang approval has been secured to begin
reclamation work. But with all the vessels assembled
at the site, it seems work on the project is now going
on full blast. -

The issues here could be much larger than the
employment concerns of the seafarer group.
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Coral bleaching threatens marine life

FISH that have lost food due to
mass coral bleaching are getting into
more unnecessary fights, causing
them to expend precious energy and
potentially threatening their sur-
vival, new research said Wednesday.

With the future of the world’s

coral reefs threatened by climate

change, a team of researchers stud-
ied how a mass bleaching event
affected 38 species of butterflyfish.

“The colorfully patterned reef fish
are the first to feel the effect of bleach-
ing because they eat coral, so their

“food source is hugely diminished
really quickly,” said Sally Keith, a
marine ecologist at Britain's Lancaster
University.

Keith and ber colleagues had no
idea a mass bleaching event was

»ThreatensA8

coming when they first studied the fish at 17
reefs off Japan, ttg ?Mlxpptnes,» lndonesur and
Christmas Island:

But when one of history’s worst global bleach-
ing events struck in 2016, it offered “the perfect
opportunity” to study how it affected the fish’s
behavior, Keith told AFP.

The researchers returned within a year and
were “shocked” to see the devastation of the once
beautiful reefs, she said.

Donning their snorkels or scuba gear, the team
watched the fish “swimming around looking for
food that just isn't there anymore,” she added.

“There was a bit of crying in our masks.”

Losing battle

The bleachmg pamaxlarly affected Acropora coral,
the main food source for the butterflyfish.

That “changed the playing field of who's eat-
ing what,” Keith said, putting different species of
butterflyfish in increased competition for other
types of coral. ‘

When a butterflyfish wants to signal to a com-
petitor that a particular bit of coral is theirs, they
point their noses;down and raise their spiny
dorsal fins. ©

“It'salmost hkemyourhadda, Keith saxd

- Ifthatfails, one ﬁshwxll chase the other, usually
until the other gives up.

“I followed one for about 50 meters (165 feet) !
once, that was quite tiring, they're very fast,"
Kelth said. : AFP
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Study: Pollination loss removes

DATE

health foods from global diets |

to a3 percent to 5 percent loss of

fruit, vegetable, and nut produc-
tionandanestimated 427,000 excess
deaths annually from lost healthy
food consumption and associated
diseases, according to a study.

The research, titled “Pollinator
deficits, food consumption, and con-
sequences for human health: amod-
eling study,” was led by researchers

' from the Harvard T.H. Chan School

INADEQUATE pollinationhasled

of Public Health. Published in En- -

vironment Health Perspectives last
month, the study quantified the toll
of insufficient wild animal pollina-
tors on human health. ‘

“A critical missing piece in the
biodiversity discussion has been a
lack of direct linkages to human
health. This research establishes
that loss of pollinators is already
impacting health on a scale with
other global health risk factors,
such as prostate cancer or sub-
stance use disorders,” said Samuel
Myers, principalresearch scientist,
planetary health, Department of
Environmental Health and senior
author of the study.

Increasing human pressure
on natural systems is causing
alarming losses in biodiversity,
the topic of the COP 15 UN Bio-
diversity Conference which took
place in Montreal. This-includes

1 percent to 2 percent annual,

declines of insect populations,
leading some to warn of an im-
pending “insect apocalypse” in
the coming decades.

Key among insect species are

pollinators, which increase yields
of three-fourths of crop varieties
and are critical to growing healthy
foods like fruits, vegetables, and
nuts. Changes in land-use, use of
harmful pesticides, and advancing
climate change threaten wild polli-
‘nators, imperiling human supply of
healthy foods.

The researchers used a model
framework, which included em-
pirical evidence from a network of
hundreds of experimental farms
acrossAsia, Africa, Europe,and Latin
America, that looked at “pollinator

yield gaps” for the most important
pollinator-dependent crops, toshow
howmuch croplosswas due toinsuf-
ficient pollination.

“They then used a global risk-dis-
ease model to estimate the health
impacts the changes in pollination
couldhave ondietaryrisksand mior-
tality by country. Additionally, taey
calculated theloss of econorhicvalue

from lost pollination in three case

study countries.

The results showed that lost
food production was concentrated
inlower-income countriesbut that
the health burden was greater in
middle- and higher-income coun-
tries, where rates of non-comrnu-
nicable diseases are higher. The
geographicdistribution was soire-
what unusual in that generally the
health effects from global environ-
mental change are centeredamong
the poorest populations in regions
such as South Asia and Sub-Saha-

‘ran Africa. Here, middle-income

countrieswithlarge populations—

"China, India, Indonesia, and Fus-

sia—suffered the greatest burcen.

The analysis also showed that
lower-income countries lost sig-
nificant agricultural income due to

. insufficient pollination and lower

yields, potentially 10 percent to 30
percent of total agricultural value.

“The results might seem sur-
prising, but they reflect the com-
plex dynamics of factors behind
food systems and human popu-
lations around the world. Only
with this type of interdisciplin-
ary modeling can we get a bel:ter
fix on the magnitude and impact
of the problem,” said co-author
Timothy Sulser, senior scientist
at the International Food Policy
Research Institute.

Strategies to protect wild pol-
linators are not just an environ-
mental issue, but a health and
economic one as well. “This study
shows that doing too little to help
pollinators does not just harm na-
ture, but human health as well,”
said lead author Matthew Smith,
research scientist, Department of
Env1ronmental Health
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~Invest in ‘green economy’ to.
‘tame inflation, economist says

. “WE really need to move away from inefficient energy  That is policy ‘anticipation when Portugal thought it
- systems, ’{ileﬂicient technologies.” = - ; was mot good as far as national security is concerned to
" This is according to Dr. Lawrence Dacuycuy, chair of be‘so{ﬂy or largely dependent on foreign supply.
the National Research Council of the Philippines (NRCP), If the Philippinies is going to transform its economy,
. Division of Social Sciences of the Department of Science it must consider gradually shifting away from fossil
. and Technology (DOST) and one of the resource speakers - fuels for sustainability seriously. =
in the Expert Class webinar in “Gas Prices Rising Amidst “We have to broaden the economic frontier. We have
Ukraine-Russia Crisis,” conducted by the -NRCP: huge reserves:in (the) West Philippine Sea (WPS), but
“Dacuycuy explained that it will not be easy to sustain then there’s a political process ‘that we need to observe.
growth due to several constraints that people need to be - But that’s one m for us to push our economic frontier;
mindful of, and one of them is the capacity of the energy otherwise, we will be dependent on foreign resources,”
sector to supply the energy that people would want so ' Dacuycuy- explained.
‘that the economy will grow. : 3 It must be considered that iaflation is contagious. It
Also, there’s a need for the government to focus its - is no longer cmnple(t;:gsdomeshca]ly datermined, mean-
energy in terms of transforming the economy by modern-  ing there may be sh coming from other countries, so
izing certain sectors that are strategic, like services, and there y. be cause-shocks introduced by their failure to
manufacturing, at least to sustain industrialization at this adjust - certain turbulence that may rteract with price
point and to acknowled, &\zﬁltesenceortheim rtance - sho

s, especially now: coming {rom the Ukraine-Russia
of the “fourth industrial revolution” and technologies. crisis, she added. : | £

Dacuycuy cited the policy approaches of Germany  Th *NRCP is'a collegis] body of highly trained
and Portugal, wherein Gl;_?many ggamean export pow}: and productive scientis ,.mdegl;earch)érs add regsing the
erhouse because of Russian gas, They partnered with demand for knowledge, skills and innovations in the

Russia to stabilize their energy needs, while Portu; sciences and humanities, a way fo e% tively and effi-
invested in technologies thatvggUIdanOWtfm.tobegraw} amﬂfthey L@tg‘h&l&; : f‘.’ i fbuﬁv ing m§7 ement
? il ® quality of Ii

longer dependent on Russian oil. the piﬁ;;immpeopre by 2025.
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b Republiciof the Phnluppmes

_ Y\ Department of Environment and Natural b dodrtes
i MINES AND GEOSCIENCES BUREAU

Regional Office No. Vil

Greenplains Subd., Banilad, Mandaue City, Cebu 6014
Tel No. {#63 32) 344-3047 f 343-8557; Fax No. {+63 32} 346-9176; E-mail: region7@mgb.gov.ph

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
OF
'NESTORYV. LIM
: ~ FOR. ‘
EXPLORATION PERMIT

Notice is hereby given'pwsuant to Section 21 of Department Qrder No. 2010-21 (Providing For
A Consolidated Department Of Environment And Natural Resources Administrative Order For The
Implementing Rules And Regulations Of Republic Act No. 7942, Otherwise Known As The “Philippine

Mining Act Of 1985”), that Nestor V. Lim with office address at_Martinez St., Brgy. Ubos, Bayawan
City, Negros Oriental, Philippines has filed an application for Exploration Permit, for the exploraticn of

certain Silica Sand and other associated minerals and particularly described as follows:
I Application Number : EXPA-000243-ViI

H. Date of Filing ! October 16, 2019

. Area Location

angayls : Banban and Mabato
Munlcipllrtylcny ‘Ayungon :
Provmec . Negros Oriental

lV Tochnical Descﬁpt{on of the Area * #

' PARCELI

XREA 84 ‘235 Hec!ares

-_PARCELH

‘ “MlNlNG SHALL BE PRC‘PEOPLE AND PRO-ENVIRONMENT
IN SUSTA!N]NG WEALTH CREATION AND IMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE."

8 03 | 00.0000
L 02| 300000
- 02 30.0000

AREA
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* Exceptions:  The Applie;i Area shall be subject to Section 19 of RA 7942 and Section 15 ("Areas
Closed to Mining Locations”) and Section 16 ("Ancestral Lands'), of DENR
i ; - Administrative Order No. 2010-21, Series of 2010, Among other things:

a)  The following shall be closed to mining locations: areas with valid and existing
mining righ!s existing mining applications: and areas expressly profubited by
law;

b The following shall also be closed to mining locations except upon written
consent of the concerned government agency or privaie entity subject to the
evaluation and validation by the Bureau; areas near or under public or privaie
buildings, cemeteries, archaeological and historical sites, bridges, highways,
waterways, railroads, reservoirs, dams or other infrastructure projects, public
or private works including plantations or valuable crops. f

¢ Applications for mineral agreement or financial or technical assistance
agreements covering; small scale mining areas: civil or military reservations;
areas vovered by Cerlificate of Ancestral Domain claims: or areas of ancestril
land as may be defined by law shail reguire prior writlen consent of concerned
individuals, groups or other government agencies having jurisdiction over the
area(s) applied for. ,

#Note The Neotice must be accompanied by a map/skeich plan with index map showing the
nearest municipality(ies) and any major environmental feaiure(s).

V. Size of the Area 842.4117 hectares, more or less

Wi Buration of the Permit

The permit shall be for a period not exceeding two (2) years from date of ‘
issuance, renewable for a term of two (2) years each but in no case shall the total
excaed four (4) years.

Vil Extent of Operation to be Undertaken

. Exploration (Reconnaissance/Regional Survey, Semi-Detailed Geological Survey,

Topographic Survey, Detailed Geological Survey, and Subsurface Invmg ggt:an
{Drilling) of smg and other associated minerals.

Any and all persons having adverse claims, protests and/or opposition to the above mentioned
application (s) are hereby notified that their adverse claims should be filed directly within ter: (10) days
from the date of publication or from the last date of posting/radio announcement, with the Regional
Office or through any Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Officer (PENRO) or Community
Environment and Natural Resources Officer (CENRO) concerned of the DENR for filing in'the Regional
Office concemed for purposes of its resolution by the Panel of Arbitrators pursuant to the provisions of
Republic Act 7942 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations. Adverse claims, protests or
oppositions should be accomplished in accordance with Sections 203 and 204 of Departmen! (Order No.
Office concerned for purposes of its resolution by the Panel of Arbitrators pursuant to the provisions of
Republic Act 7942 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations. Adverse claims, protests or
oppositiens should be accomplished in accordance with Sections 203 and 204 of Department (Order No.
2010-21 (Providing For A Consolidated Department Of Environment And Natural Resources
Administrative Order For The implementing Rules And Regulations Of Republic Act No. 7942,
Otherwise Known As The “Philippine Mining Act Of 1895%), and a copy thereof shall be furnished fo the
applicant by the adverse claimant.

For further particulars, apply or course your inquiries to The Regional Director, IMines and
Geosciences Bureau, Reglonal mﬁce No Vi, Greenplams Subdivision, Banilad, Mandaue City,
Philippines. AR RAER T

By Authority of the Regional Director:

7

AL EME G. ieiooa:

Chief, Geosciences Division
In-Charge, Office of the Regional Director
; 2

§ m
. mmummmm MMIMI_
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On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) of the proposed SHELL LNG IMPORT |
TERMINAL PROJECT of SHELL ENERGY PHILIPPINES, INC. located in BARANGAY LIBJO, |
MALITAM, AND TABANGAO AMBULONG, BATANGAS CITY.

4 g)ven 1 parties who wish m give their opinion remmdmmﬂu. 1mplm-nmmtncn of the med . ! ¥
’{ .‘ mmmn 0 10 attend the Public Hearing schedulod 1 . i |

Shell Energy Philippines, Inc. (SEPH) plans to develop a qudoﬁad Natuaral Gas (LNG)
import terminal (the Pmsea) within the vicinity of the Pilipinas Shell Petroleum
Corporation (PSPG) Shell Tabangao fmport Terminal. The P will supply natural gas
mﬁndinsdqﬂaucn of the Malampaya gas field by 2024, With its

ML’NG mdplm o address the anticipated deficit

i wmwmmmmﬁvn&wcmemngmw
wtilities such o's. No will be transfered |
ma{ %numummmmw

330
31

i m‘ﬂ £
m.nhcpmofungp:pdmxmm

gsmd?ymknedwuwammpm
as. This is done without stopping the

< wmmm»ﬁu mmmlm dnw ﬁ::@
y < may give s)mnoonﬁaepnsmpwsm RONMENT.
l”mw mvxsxou(mnm)&iﬁommmanu

‘ wmmmmmm;mm& whomnuotbnblcnworsu}mn

03 WWWMWW 1o share their issucs on the day of the hearing itself. )

The project’s E1S and Exeeutive Summary for the Public arc dawnlow*ble on our website: (kindly aceess the Notice
oj Publit‘ Hcaring/ Consultation link fmmd in owr wcbsm; while wpnu will be available in the followmg obiezs

b Region i T Eb Nkbymnay Bm!dntg, L Tty T A ’

I3 A8y geab

%l:_.lh
annd'.l &mmimenul Management vincial Envnmmeuhl Management Oﬁoe (PEMO),
L &

| Unit (Pemu, Batangas) ... | | Alaogilan, Batangas City____ i
Provincial Environment And Nataral "PENRO, Solomon Road, Sitic Hospial Kummnng Ibaba.

: ﬁo‘vmﬁﬂ' 4 o mmm
« City Envirenment And Natural Resources Bﬂmgts(:xt} Hall, P ButgosSﬁwl‘,Poblwm, Wﬁg
x _Offices = s 3

i Division at this Officc at telephone numbe) {
1iii853§-43‘lsl %‘h; m'ﬂo:npmﬂ:o br;p.M\

Ramboyong. § p |\
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deli 1y or registere d its at;acﬁments and(u)thls 2 ';_
. Parties t0 the gr 1 must lemeirwnttenopposiﬁonsupp;ﬁ&'"

y VAL OrDe he above scheduled da , furnishing a copy of the .
same to icant. Failure on the part of Srson aff 1 ion on time
R o UL i ]

mmmwm&wwummsnwmmmmmm
rtspart me all be
of N gl
: x S A ByA.mofmeeoa,d. i 103 SR
1 > 10¢ atiel 3
e M & iy nrssvmofsg\}m,x..cesom 3
i $oriin S A a5 Executive Director P
Affected Parties: 15 : : i
Sangguniang Bayan The Barangagy Chairman The Homeowners Assn
et - Calatagan, Batangas . Playa Calatagan Subdivision




