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NEWSPAPER TITLE SPECIFIC ISSUES
Top stories
. . . ) e “Gawad Bayani ng Kalikasan”
Phil. Daily Inquirer; p. 2 Reclamation (GBK) awardee Kelvin Rodolfo
. Projects, cites the “unacceptably high risk of
oy Marlejo 5. Ramos Nuclear Plant serious damage” to earthquakes
Revival “Top and/or volcanic activity to which
Threats to an operating Bataan Nuclear
PH Power Plant (BNPP) would be
Environment: exposed to, including the dangers
Nuclear of nuclear wastes (uranium) from
Power the facility;
‘Wrong for
the , o Protecting human rights is directly
Philippines correlated to environmental
protection such that environmental
defenders should be afforded the
same measure of protection given
by the state to human right
defenders, according to another
GBK awardee, environmental
activist Vertudex “Daisy”
Macapanpan
EDITORIALS:
The Manila Times; p. A4 | Extreme e Government policy makers and
poverty, leaders are asked to take
c::mate “audacious” moves this 2023
& , | change, towards planting more trees as a
column, _Abante Ayuds worthy tool to address poverty besides
by Lray Villafuerte resolutions change;

e While trees enable communities to
better fight off the impacts of
climate change, reforestation
activities/program likewise creates
job generation thereby addressing
the poverty concerns.

e Government is called upon to

The Phil. Star ; p. 9 New Year “rump up” the country’s climate
Challenges change programs this 2023;

e With the P13.52 trillion debt,
government funds should be spent
with “utmost judiciousness” and
that climate change measure
should be placed alongside public
health and education as priorities

far allaratinn Af niithlin fiinde




Tempo; p. 2

Facing 2023
with hope

Greater public interests and awareness
in climate change as “a grave threat” to
one’s way of life is one of the wishes
commonly articulated by staffers,
columnists, reporters of Tempo when
asked what they hope to see changes in
the public’s attitude this 2023.

Submitted by:

PHILHARKS QUE
Admin. Off. V
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Noted by:

_KHALIL S. BAYAM
Director
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By Mariejo S. Raros.
@MaricioRamoING

Big-tickst rr’ciematmu Jivatects
at Manila Fay i er pars
anid L revival of
ot Batzan Nuciear
WBRNDPFY ave the “twr
hamal-made threags 1o
envirodent™ weday, ac-
coreiug tooa geologist wha was
récoguized fast weel for his rale
As a nawure hero.

Bebeiy Hodolfo, who recetved
thel Gawad Byvard ng Kalikasan
o1 Wadnesday written ex-
tentsively abour by Savironmen.
b impact- of the ieclamation of
Manila Bay and ceclogic hazargy
i the pidn to revive L
piant in Batasn proviace. which
wag built iz mnp the tiine of Fres-
tdent Martog” fathér ant moth-
‘halled since.

Raodul s researcls s shovey
s'h:il' IElail #fLas are enperiecs

tnigland sulwidefive dug to exces-
s s of groundwarer,
such ax the witles of Caloocan,
Adalabier and Kasvotas,
cities mav  beconie
mae vl ieTable o SLOIT SUTEES

Power Plan
Tiggest

strong

pines,”

if reclamation proieces continue,
frer szivd.

Because of lm findings, -Re-
deifo has supported Tsherfolk
communities i chlling - atten-
tiont o theharn caused by some
187 reclaination projects across
she country. including Tuge de-
velapmens dr Manild Bay:

“High risk’

Roriolfo has alse taken a
strong position against the Bata-
an Ruciear Power Plait (BNEPY,
which started consiroction hi
Marongtown in- 10746,

“‘What would. have been the
COMLLIYs frst nuclear power
plant veas rever fugled: ag it was
saddled with corruption igsung,

mclndmg a franduient deal w 1th.'

US finm Westinghause.

In a 2009 article, Ruotaifo
wiate: that ‘there were “vire
reasons  wiiy nuclear
power is wrong fer the Philip-
noting that the
“"has an unacceptably high-isk
of ferious damage from earth-
quakes. volcanism. or body”

Becauge the Fhilippines has
RO Hranilim ove ressrves th lar-

administration, a House special

BNPR-

ness nuclear power. reviving
nuclear power heri, in addi-
tion to putting many Filipinos
i harm’s way, means thal “we
wonld expend a huge ampunt
of money to put ourselves at
the wmerties of countries fhat
have uianium,” he said.

iinder the present Marcos

committer on mrclear Energy
hasstarted disecnssions o a hill.
that'calle for the developmene.

-of nuelear power and the pos-

sible ravival of Lhe BNER, amid

qising global coal prices,

The move has been apposed
by many environmerntal adva-
cates, including Redalfo.

‘Only an old seientist’
In-accepti ug the award pre-

sented oiline, Rodolfo said he
was “no hero, but enly an old
stientist wha is studying geolo-
gy. the ocean and envirnmen- -
val hrimrds."

“As fong ag ' Hving, T will

iin you all in epposing these

tw-major Hiteats to our envi-
ronment,™ he said.
Among the otherawardees of

Tu the1y8os, she raught at the
University of the Philippinies Ba-
guis, where she joihed the can:
paigh fo oppose the constniction.
of the Chico River Dam Projects.

“We call on government: of-
ficdals to enswre that the kaws
‘Frotecting our human rights-and
environmental defeniders -have
teethy,” she said during her accep-
tance speech.

“The challenge ¢f our time
i§ foir us ‘to Collettively knock
on thieir learts .and minds, 50
that our leaders wold become
propecple and proenviconment,”
Macapanpan added,

‘Deadtiest country’

‘The Tlate Chad Bood who
was kilted by military forces last
vear, was named. as the most
distinguishad awardee for his
work as a mathematics teacher
and envirormental advocate in
“lumad” (indigenous peoples)

Kelvin Rodolfo.

the Gawad Baydni ng Kalikasan
were young forest conserva-
rionist Danial Jason Maches and
lobgtime envitonmental activist
Vertudes "Daigy” Macapanpan.
Maches was recognized [of
his “active apposition to the sus-
pension of a road project thet
would have apened up the Barlig
forests fin the Mauntain Prov-
incelta reckless exploitation.™
Macapanpan, 6y, currently
leads the campaign to protect
the rich mountains of Sauthetty

Tagalog from envlmnmentally

destructive projects.

Singe  2o0g, the Gavwad
Bavani ng Kalikasan has been
giver by the Center for Erviron-
mental Concerns Philippines *to
highlight and reinforce the ef-
farts” of Filipino énviroriméental
defenders.

The biennial awards event
and lecture series honors “Fili-
ping heroes and Leroines” who
have “defended, and continue
to-defend, the-enviro_nmem and
people’srights.”

“Aecording to the Institute
for Bronomics aid Pedce, the
Philippines is the cou ey mast
at risk from the climate crisis.

International tights group
Global Witness hds also labeled:
the Philippines as "the deadliest
country in Asia for fand and en-
vironmental defenders,” with 270
of them killed tn the last decade:

Of this number, more than
40 percent, or 14, were indig-
epous peoples campaigning to.
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ionatly an oceasion for mak-
rs and other national teaders
i'n"g'audacious i'n 2023, lke

ted. That is, cllmate changc
“has a poverty dimension t0-it.’ Climate change affects.ev-
eryone, but the poor tend to be the most vulnerable to the
consequences of rising global temperatures. Unlike the i im-
poverished, for instance, people with means can find shelter
during intense storms or have access to food diring droughits.
To be realistic, society is unlikely to eradicate all typés of

r| Ppoverty Relative poverty, for instance, will persist, because re-
- t equally distributed. That is no

\ eveloped countries, a select few
while everyone else has enough t 3

: pact.

'I'he Marcos government can do something about ememe pov-
erty, and not merely with dole-out or populist measures either,
Generating jobs would be far better as that gives the poor some
dignity; wluch enables them to overcome othei chal lenges.m.]:fe._

ot itry

Green 6pportunities
oy,

‘Programs that:mitigate climate change can create employment,

particularly by planting irees and mangroves and caring for them.
This makes sense given that poverty incidence is higher in rural
areas and cuastal commumt:es m the pmvmces cornpared to

.Various civic
gtoves. But theidug---
eate- more jobs.
ote and coastal
digenous Fili-
ic opportunities.
entice the urban:____

ition for the coupt
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After the holiday celebra-

tions and revelry comes the
hard work, The country, buried

in debt that has ballooned to:

P13.52 trillion, rs»of continue
ils post—pandemlc recovery with
economic analysts warning of a

looming global recession this

2023. This calls for utmost ]udl-

ciousness in the utz].lzatmn of_-'_

precious public funds:
Viadimir Putin doesn’t Took
-r..ead-y. to withdraw Russian

troops from Ukraine anytime

soon, thereby guaranteeing the
sustained disruption of global
supply chains and consequent
high prices of many basic com-
modities.

COVID-19 isn’t done with-

its work, as the World Health
Organization keeps warning.
SARS-CoV:2 js: still.-mutating,
continuing k
and death especzally among the
elderly and other vulnerable
sectors. The new year is starting

‘with the coronavirus bringing
illness and“death in its country*

of origin, China.
Philippine officials said the
14-yeai-high inflation atthe end

of 2022 was mostly mlported :

But sodrving food prices, the
key driver of the high inflation

rate, were not just due to forces

abroad beyond the, government’
control. The high prices of items

lustrated the weaknesses of the
agricultural sector that need ur-
gentattention to reduce the risks
to the country’s food security.

- As ihe yeardrew to a close;
mcessant downpours and, cat
_ clysmlc floods surprised:
in several. parls of the

as basic as onions and sugar il--

global warining. The Philip-
pines, classified as one of the
counfries most valnerable to
climate change, must ramp up
measures to confront this long-
term existential threat,
Education was further set
back by tweo years of mostly
remote learning. Even before

the pandemlc comparative tests -
*“already showed that the- quahty“‘

of Philippine education is in
dite need of an upgrade, with
10-year-old pupils 1agg1ng be-.

hind their foreign peers in terms-

of reading comprehension and

: _mathematlcs.

There are so many things that

-need-fixing: inadequate infra:

structure; the ¢riminal justice
system, and the impunity that

springs from the weakness of the

rule of law;endemic corruption
and e.}persmtent roadblocks
to ease of doing business; a

~ ¢ompromised political system

sustained by patronage, This is

A society where the ‘cream often

cannot tise Lo the top, where the
right surname and connections.
rather than merit determine ad-
vancement in life. -
Over 10 million Filipinos
have found it necéssary to find
decent employment overseas.,
While their remittances lceep

the economy afloat even dur-

ing downturns and make them.

modern-day heroes, most of .

theii are abroad because of the
lack of. _upportumtles in their
own Jand. T

So\ m ch WO k t_o__dﬂ, 'an_d.
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Facing 2023 with hope

Taday, the starl of a new
year, we are-unified by hope
and willing Lo work towird
Lhe same goal - a better
eeanunty and a betier life
forail,

Despite the significant in-
eTeases i the prices ol fuel,
foud, and services, 92 percant
of Filipinos said they wiil
face the new year with hope,
aceording 1o a recent survey
conducted by Pulse Asia.

What do ordinary people
hopeTorin20237 Jobs, aduea
kign, shelrer, food, the end Wo
Coviil, lower prices -are whal.
maity people are saying in
casual canversalions, media
interviows, dffieial state-
ments, and cvan in prayer
patilions,

Here are a few ol'the situa-
tions many hope forthat were
arliculaléd by our columnists,
editors, and readérg;

“Welpok [orivard that mare
peaplewill seeclimate change

ns-agrave threal to ourway of

life, to life-as we know it So

aueh-about climate change.

has heen discussod in many

'mlornatmnal l“orums like
thie recent Conférence of
1he Parties to the United Na-
tivns Framework Convention
‘on Climate Change (COP27),

that took plade in Shdrm el-
Sheikh, Egypt. Many people
have experienced climdte
change through stronser Ly

ghoons, higher floodwaters,
thicker snowstorms, holter

sununers, ealder winlers.

A former senator hopes
“that Fikipino children arp
it 2023 and beyond will grow
up well nourished, especially
llllilll({f]l(’ll‘fllbi i [J(]ﬂ dlays of
Itfee, Healthy children are the
foundation ofastrang nation.”
Malnourishtheiit and stunléd
grewth area problem aong
children and that hashecome
more seripus-hecatuge many

Tieails of famities lost their
jolis duzing the jockdowns at

the Haiclil bl the Bandamis

foad, a readar simply wrole |

solution Lo hanger,
"For a mare pficient agri-

tulture sector Lot canallow

farviers and fishers to garn
enough to be considered al.
least middle class” is a hope:
thal ean bring a HCIIULIUH {0
three probiems. Dne, it will
add to the number of farmers
whaose pnmbers are decreag-
ing becausd tarmers-tell their
children Lo pursue gther og-
cupations Lo earn more and
have hatter lives, Two, more
farmers will meanmore land
tilted to produce Taod Lo give
Lthe praper nourishment to
ourchildien, And three, carn-
ing rore will push the farm-
ety out of poverty.

Anolher Hope directed at
solving poverty is for “greater
finaneial inclusion, for mi- |
erofinance and miersingur-
ange to he made available Lo
maore poor and marg:nalm‘d
l‘l_ll}]lr_l_.U_S_f' Microfinanring
has funded the growth of
micToentrepreneurs, many
of thém now having bigger
husinesses, hetter lives, and
funding the education of thair
children. _

As-peace has become sig-
nificant ty mare people he-
cause Lhe effects of the Rus-
sta- Ylkraine war has affected
everyone's lives through in-
creased prices of fus] and |

his hope far 202328 “That
Lhe Ukraine-Russia war is.rg-

sotved so1he rest.of the worlil

i get hack Lo normal life”
Many readers said hope for
the return of “normal” sfart-
ing with the end to Covid:
“That "2023 wili be- thé yedr
we cauld hounee hack fromthe
pandemic." We ended the year
with the easing of restrictions,
thesopening of businesses, the
optional use of masks in open
aces; the start of face- to -Tuee
igsed, and churel services
us Covid inlections continues
to go down around the Chilip-

niran
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[amaraw protectors mulling t

revive captive-breeding program

By JoRATHAN L. Maryuca
Phirtos by Gregg Yam: Bost Alteraniises

HE protactors of the Ehilip-
piné taiparaw zre '_eye.ing to
implement anew the ambi-
tious captive-breeding program ii

order to boost the effortsin saving

thecritically endangered species from
extinction. At the same time, theyare
looking intean ideal lagation torelp-
vate a viahle population cutside theic
habitat withio the [sland of Mindore.

Over the years, human encroach-
ment inth tlie tamaraw'skaown sanc-
twary on the island continues to pat
pressure on the world's tarast and
must dlustve huffalo.

Seientifically kacwn as Bubalus
mindorensis, the {amaraw is a type of
water buffale that can enly be found
on WMindore. '

1t is estimated that around 4040 of
the 600 tamaraivs are goncentrated
on top of Mounts [glit-Baco Hational
Park (MIBNF). .. '

(ritically endangered
ALSO lLvown Az Mindore's dwarf
beffale, the Philippine tamaraw's

-population remains critically en-

dangered. a conservation statiss that
means the speciesizonly astepaway
f_y'r.-_:;?. Sxtinet.on,

» .hough in the last decade, due
to venseivation efforts including
strictmianagement regime st MIBWE,
the population of the largest land
mammalin the Philippines remain

highly vulnerable to various threats,
gaid Meil Anthony del Mundo, assis-

tant protected a:ea-"s‘tiperintenﬁé__nt;

of the MIBMP.and concurrent OlC of
the Tamaraw Conservation Program
(TCIY sajd,

Thisisbaged onthenumber oftrf-.

falos showingup in differant sites inr
recentyeargas partof the annual sur-
vey condurted by the Department of
Envirpmipent and Watural Pesources
(DENT) and its eomservationpartners,

“Thatiswhywearelooking atimple-
menting a taptiv.e—bfeadin’g' program
forthe tamaraw,” de] Mundao told the
BUSIRESSMIRHOR in an interview at
the sideling of 4 ecent United Nations
Develppment Progyamme (UNDF} Bio-
diversity Ein_ancefnitiative'f Biofin) Bu-
rope, Asia, and the Pacific Didlogue at
a hotel in Pasay City.

Asean Hetitage Park

T8 designation asan-Asean Heritage

Fark (AHP) is anc_ha_red on_t‘ne_fﬁ_\ct
that-the MIENP is the only vefuge

.of the'tamaraw. It is the only known

place in the world where the biggest
remﬁining-pqp!ilatiu_nngthe_tamaraw
can be found, .

_Aceording Lo the Asean Centie for
Biodiversity (ACB), whichimplements
the AHP, the derlining popmlation of
the tamaraw warranted the area fo
be established a5 a.game refuge and
bird sanctusry,

Initially, it covers tota}_"area
of B,956 hertares. Un November
9, 1970, the area was increased 1o

75,445 hectares upor its declara-
tion as.a Hational Park by virtue of
Republic Act 6148,

Shrinking territory

HOWEVER, despite its vast area, the
terﬁtm’.y'of the tamaraw has been
shr.inla'ing' due to human encroach-
ment, del Mundo said‘_'

He said the ‘ncreasing presence of
humansand theirdestructiveactivities;
such as farming at the periphery of the
MIBINP, a5 well as hunting of wild ani-
mials for fnod and trophy, disturb the
elusivewildbuffaloes, prompting them
ta moye farther to the hills,

Some of the tamaraws are seen
near residential communities nowa-
ﬁa_}fs-. “Their protectors suspect they
gcif lost or were forced to moye cut
of the'range of 2 territorial bull that
does not tolerate compstition in tine
for the mating seasott,

“Becase of the shrinking territory,
bullfighting happens. They are highly
territorial dal !dllndn-c;xpfnine'a.-

Lagt yedr alobe, he said 2 least
six young bulls were killed in what
they believe were-due to injuries from
deadl¥ horns in 2 bullfight.

Hunting for food, trophy
FAUSTO MOVELQZO, the chieftain

GF the Taw'buid, one of the seven
kpown tribes of Mangyans.on the js-

Tand; blamed the qutsiders, ar “dayo,”

wha go up the mountaing of Mindore:

ty frack down.and kill the famaraw
for foud and trophy.

HE ridges of Metnts Iglit-Ba(.n Hational Park wherd’
ajarity of tamaraws on Min dorg are found.
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“Ifit were only us [Mangvans), the
tamaraws \mul.i still be roatning the
istand by n@w We don's hunt and eat
Lhat mucly, 1t thunting of tamaraws]
5tarted nheuoutsrdcrfbeganrommg
to Mindnre. We have been livi ing on
the mland foraslongas [ can remern-
berand the tamardws were plpnty But
when thelowlanders came, thay were
here fust like yesterday, and jusf ke
that, the tamaraws are gone,” Movel-
azu said in Filipino,

According to-Novaloze, Mangyans
seldom hunt tamaraiis.

"We don't de it very often.. Once
a year, perhaps, but that's it. Unlike
thelowlandsre, th evkillthem atev ery
vpportunity thiey gef,” Hesaid, )

Theviziblysad "Punonngbo [¢hief-
tain]" of the Taw! bmdsazdhunt,erstmm

the lowlands use more sophisticited

weapons. that. easily 51l the. elusive
-tamaraw, unlike Manpgvans whi rely
an theirtraditional. hunting practice,

Saving the spedies :

IMPLEMENTING racaptive-hreeding
program farthetamarawlsonawaycf
saving it from extinetion, dei Munda
said. He noted thatit can be done on

the site.or off site, but they prefer it

on the island of Mindoro.

He said fhis iy the veason why he
has been recommending relacating a
viable population of the tamaraw to
Gtheraress outsidethe MIBND. Hew-
ever, he gaid the area should be get
ési.de_' for congervation—either a na-
tiemalpark, a gamérefups oraildlife

-

sanciuary, where the tamardws can
roamtwithout human intervention —
atid more linpartantly, free ofthreats.

* Meunt Calavite Wildlife Sanctu-
4rv iz fme of the candidates for thg
plan, ha-gaid,

_Pre-pandemic plan

WE actually startod thisplan befor e
the pandemic. Butbecause ofthelock-
downe, the plan was set aside. We are
auwreriving, hesaid, Del Munde said
the DENR'S.TCF i in close coordina-

tion with.experts and some instity-
tionalpartnersto make theplan work.

He said reviv ing the captive-

breeding program means captnrmg-

voung readyto-breed bull and female
tamaraws, prebably in the same pene
“poot whare * Kgi:bas:b was Horp-—
the Mindoro B:c:d_werslt_y Conserva-
tion, Researthand BEducétional Centey
in Bérangay Mangpat, Rizal town, in
Cecidental Mindorn  provingce,
ﬂBom o furie 34, 1890, Kalibasib,
qhortfor Kalikasan Bagnng Sibol, died

on Chtober 10, 2020, due to maltiple.
orgin fathure aga resuly of oldage. He,

wag'the only product of the first cap-
tive-breeding program,

Lessons learned

ACCQORTING to del Munde, they have
alotoflessonsleatned From the failed
captiv.é-breedir;gpmgr_gm‘o_f.the Tam-
ataw:Conservation Program.

Duringthe firstimplementation in

the1990s, henoted that thé tamaraws
were not carefully selectad,

e e it -

“Some may be old or i
their reprodustive stags,
said-in & mix of Eviglish 2

Headded thatlearning
ing by natural selection
place In the wild, théy 1
er-‘letting_'_t]ie tamarawsy
the enclosure and Tet ¢
take placs naturally.

The enclasurewhere |
allowed toroam fresly, b
hiy enough: for a-bull ané

‘malésthate and reprodue

"Of ‘coutse, we riped

the =scientists who iple
‘vaptive-breedin g prograr

Funding

LIKE other government
the TCE's captive:breediy
ts faced with funditig cha
Maintaining the TCP's;
Rangers alone is:a huge cf
said, let alone pretecting.
MIBNE.
Del Mondosaid thepar
appropriation fromthe dn
abAppropriations Actand
ing support to implement
activities of the TCP, inc

‘proposed captive- breedin

“That is wh) wedrewe
UNDE Biofin. Weare looki
ing support for all ouy
he gaid.

DelMunde, neverthele
confidentthatfunds tosav

Philippine tamazdtw will £l

this ambitious program h.
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Mobilizing political parties to govern green

e-see our shared task
as that of spreading
awareness on the threat
of climate chiange and of
genierating preventive action against
global warming, The battle against
climate change - and its cause by
human activity - is certainly grow-
ing worldwide. But it is not growing
fast-enough to get people to:demand
immediate and decisive action from
those who lead them.

‘We believe governmerits. and
political parties must deal with the
threat of climate change and global
warming with a greater ~ and more
sustained — sense of urgency tharn
they have done so far, bécause the
stakes are higher than inh any political
or-econmmic crisis of the moment,

We need to match with our efforts
the dimensions and the gravity of the
danger humankind faces.We must
respond creatively and decisively to
the chailenge of climate change.

But organizational work that
wins elections cannot take place
without our so-called anonymous
political party workers, And there i3
1io substitute for the party organiza—
tion in launching any national effort
and getting it-done.

‘Party organizations aredlso cru-
cialin passing down policy decisions

and passing up policy feedback from:

the constituencies.

Most important of all, parties are
cracial to the all-important work of
institutionalizing public policy so
that it outlasts the time in power
of the charismatic leader who may
have begun it.

Since deforestation ~ no less:
‘than the burning of fossil fuels - is
-a root cause of global warming, we-

should -alsa begin to bind Nature's
wounds from generations of wanton
logging:

 Reforéstation and tree farm-
ing -~ on the scale' and intensity
the planet needs — can become and

must becorne an economic stiinulus
forall states, in crisis or not; thatthe
World Bank, the IMF, and regmnat

- banks should champlon

Yes, we ask that economic stimu~
Ius programs in Asia, the U.S., Eu-

‘tope, Latin America, Africa, and the
Australian continenit should include

financial provisions for fighting cli-

‘mate change and planting trillions of

trees worldwide.

Political parties must mobilize
massive tree. planting to reforest
our bald denuded mguntaing, to
plant trillions of trees because trees
will help solve our drinking water

We must work
together to sustain
our common dream

to protect and nurture

our planet Earth and

to try to prolong for

always the lives of
all'the peoples of the
world.

problem, our indastrial water and
large-scale irrigation witer needs,

and help solve as well our serious
flood- control problems.

‘What is more, the massive world-
wide planting of trees will employ
tens of millions of our young men

~and’ young women who will plant the
trees, take care of the trees, harvest

the irees, process thie trees into ply-
wood and timber for mass Hotising,
pulp, and paper, etc,, replantmg of

the trees all over agaln in a con-
tinuirig cycle, as they do with the

evergreen tree plantations of New

Zealand, Canada,. Finland, and the’

Scandinavian
countries with
great cofni-
.mercial prof-

its.
Yes , 1Mas-

PEACE-MAKER

sive com-~ JOSEDEVENECIA JR;
meércial tree FORMER SPERYER
DF THE HOUSE

planting can
‘be a most
‘profitable enterprise.lf should be
one of the principal objectives of eco-
noinic or fitancial stimulus launched
by governments: to help save the
econtomy and help save our planet
and humankind,

We agree that environmental

degradation is the clear and present.
‘danger that threatens our planet:

Earth.-

We agree we have no niore time
tolose; and we agree every one of us
has a job to-do-inthe common effort
we must undertake to preserve the
‘beanty of the land and the purity of
the surrounding air in ¢ities. -

Political parties must deliber-
ate and. enact public policy that
mitigates, deters, and stop climate
change:

We must enicouragepolitical par-
ties to govern green - to ensure the
interests of the environment ave rep-
resented in public policy decisions:

Political parties must work co-
operatively with the United Natiohs
systemand the gldbal cominunityon
the issues of chimate change.

We must help political decision-
makers translate people’s needs,
warnits; and hopes about climate
change arid protection of the envi-
roninent inte effective public policy.

Our goal is to establish measures
against environmental degradation
A% norms in the political culture,

We mustwork togetherto sustain -

our common. dream to protect and
nurture our planet Earth'and to try
to prolong for always the lives of all
the peoples of the world.
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D’ebf_ﬁsday s'eems to be over the horizon.

WASHINGTON United
States (AI‘P) ~For thousa.nds

‘of years, pledlctmns ‘of

! apoea]ypse have comé and

climate. change, does the
planet need to-at léast begin -

conternplating the worst?-
_The. Global Challénges
Foundation, a Swedish

group that..assesses.

catastrophic

1‘.;i_.s:_.k__3 s

warited in.an annual-

~ teport-that the threat.of
" nuclear weapons tise was . .
the greatest since: 1045

when the United. States

- destroyed Hiroshima and

- Nagagaki in history’s ofily

‘atomic. '1ttecks

The report warned that ;

an all-out ewhange ‘of,

nuclear weapons hesidss

causing afi’ enormoue'f

loss of life; would trigger -

‘clouds'of dust that'wonld "

ohseire the sun, 1
the ‘capacity to gm" tood
and ushering in “a périod o

" chaos and violence, during-

which mosgt.of the sumving
world popuiation wnuld di
from hunger.” .

Kennette Benedlet a
Jecturer at the University
of Clumgo who led the--

* Missile Crisis as Russian

President Vladimir Putin
appeared less restramed by

- advisors and: experts feara

| gone. Bub with. dangers~< quick escalation if the US~

rising fiom nifclearwarand - T esponds.

Bénedict is a Senior

) 'advlsor to'the Bulletin of

.the Atomic Seientists which

‘will unveil'this month its
latest assessment of the -

“dpomsday clock” sef since -

2021 at IGQ seconds. to

mlclmght
‘Amid the focus on

- unprecedented 70-day

heatwave, and crops failed

‘i the Horn of Africa — all

while the world ‘lagged
behind on-the UN-blessed

- goal of checkmg warming
«at, 1.0 degrees Celsius above

pre-industrial levels.
UN .experts estinated
ahead of Novémber talks

in Egypt that the world

was on track {0 warming
of 2.1 to 2.9C - but some

outside analysts put the

figure well hlgh :

in 2021 again 'l'utgmg a

'-record :desplte puqhes ko

Ukrame, US intélligenge -~ Giiy

believes North Korea -
'is ready for.a- seventh .
“nuclear test Blden has -
"effectively declared.
‘dlead a deal on Iran’s ..
" contested nuclear work,

Cand’ tensions between
‘nuelear-aitied India and

Pakistan have remained
at & low hoil,

.--;Um,hartered territory :
T Ontheyearthat Timanity

; velcomed ifs elghth ‘billtion

member, United Nations
Secrelary-General Antoiiio
Guierres ‘warned that the

" In exiremes’ wulely_'
attributed -to climaf

‘change, flood ub_rnerged
.-.-one—‘rhlrd '.df -.-Palusten

16t was ona “hlghway to
“climatehefl”

breedbasket regmns

*failing, fubling huriger and
evenfually political unrest:-
-and eonflict.

A research paper

that Tuke Kemp, a
Cambrldge University
- -gxpert -on existential
risks, co- -guthared noted
‘that even a. twos degree'

temperature rise would

- putthe Barth interritory
'?uncharted since: the Iee

Aga.
- Using -a: medmm-hlgh

- ‘geenario -on emissjons and
- poptilation: growth, it f und

at -two -hillion - peopl

20T coudlive mareasvith

. gtraining w_ater r_eso_t_l_r__ces.
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JHE damage caused by climate
change over this past year was

<. attimes so immense it was
hard to comprehend. In Pakistan
alone, extreme summer flooding
killed thousands, displaced millions
and caused over $40 billion in losses,
Fall floods in Nigeria killed hundreds

and displaced over 1

million people.

Droughts in Europe, China and the
US dried out once-unstoppable
rivers and slowed the flows of
conumerce on major arteries like the
Mississippi and the Rhine.

I the farr of these extremes,
the human response-wag unaven
athest, Consumprion afcoal, tha
dirtissk fossii fuel, reboupded in

2022. Cotintriss like the UK and
China seemed ta back away from
mafbr chlthate pledges. Bt all or

this glopmicaine with more thay

a sibvetTining, Tn fact, it's 2ll tow
easyta overdookthe stepstoward

. N LH I
a lower-carbon worlid that came

abmiffn'be_tmzen.mptgal:rentigu--
getling catastrophss.

As ZDQQUIIfQIded;ac!earpat}i-'
way of climate hope emetgad,
MNew policy braakthroughs have

the patential founlack enormous

prograss inthe effort 1o slow and
Tuvarsa warming tamperatnres,
Below {5 a Jist of sivencenraging
developments from 4 VAY -
Mmentous year; a5 nation sfter na-
tién electad more elimateorient-
ed povernsmentsand enacted new
fferts ta curb graanhouse gas.

1. President Biden's big win
changes éverything
Justwhr:n'i_tsgem‘ed'that'Wa'shA
ingtonwas lmijc_]éssl;.'jrid}ockad,
in Angust tha Riden adininigera-
tion dnd @ narrow Hemacratie
majority in Congress managed to

pass the [nflation Reduction Act,
This new Us law backed by seme
5374 biilioiLin tlimate speriding,

iz th_‘e t:-‘)lmti:y's st aggressive
piece of climate legislation aver.
Its providions ensure that for
decades to come billions of dal.

lars will roll toward the energy
transition. making it easisrto de-

fploy rpnewable energy, build out
green technologies and subsittiza
eensumer adoption of averything
From elactric cars to heat-pumps.

" Experts on energy medeling pre-
'dic_ttﬁhelawwillelirﬁ{nate4hillian-

tnndofgreenhouse gasemissim:s._

2. The EU taxes carbon dioxide
atits border

The Buropean nion. started
to.make goodan its pledge to cut
emissions by 55 perceat in 2030
fram 990 lévels) The hioc's

I:Tm]'ivcrsit'}r_ Faread.

natiops i part throwglt A wewr

4-Richnations agree-to fund foss
and damage, engrgy transition
Thebisdiver sitypbrealithreiigh
tatde nae mantl alead Anthiey
histaric mement g a 1M -'I'!'aa:.I(f!_c]
teinference: Delegates ar COPIT
in Egypt's Sharm Bl-Sheikh
teached s last Inlmueagrem_r!ﬂ_ht
Lorcreate alnss-a i diiage fund
o dizlp Jevelohing Kuuntrisg
impacted by climate thange, A
deeades-long denand by natipns
that have ronteibuted the foast
i warming of the planit.
Anatiier formafelimats fund.
i, Just Enargy Fransivini Gare -
nn_rshi'p&',-:al.'srrwen__tintn wiidei e
n 2022 The marhanismis nimgrit
tohalp emerging ot ing liear-
Hy-depandent an coal mnve i
fram’ the most potlnting {oasil
fusl §it 4 way \has doasn't eave
wotkarsand consmunitiesbéhind,
Goutd AFriidla 8.5 liltion JETE,
annnunced in 7027, hacame-g

© Waaririat foe ol

27 memibers reached a historic
deal ‘to sei up the Carbon Bee-

~der- Adjustinent Mechanism, an
amissionslevy on sxme imports

that's meant to pretece Europa's
carbon-intensive industrias that
are forced to comply with the rig-
glon's increasingly stricr rules,
Dmnce it take effect, thare will
be additional costs impinsed .qn
importad goods from countries
without the Er's restrictions on
planet-warming poliution.

A separate milestapa From
2022 saw the higgést'uvgthaul af
-the Bl carbon markst thar will

rxtend it ta road transpict, ship-
pingand heating, This 2wpangion,
of the policy will also accelerate
the pace at which £RIMpan fgg—
From enirgy prdducers ta stee].
makéers—are ragquirad ta redups
pollution. The. accord providad
certainty {6 companies. and in-
vaitors, sending European carhon
prices to a record high forthe year.
3, Birds, heesand biodiversity
geta big break _

Just twe weeks befora 2023
ended, negotiators ac the COP15
United Natinng Blediversity Cap-
ference in Montreal delivered
A SUrprise win in the form of 4
piedge by 185 nations to protect
and Testore-at least ‘30 percant
&f the Baxth'sland and warer by
2030. Rich nations alsa commit-

=d to pay an estimated 330 il

Hon pef year by 2030 1o poorér

dalnrastation of the “Aimaron.
Brtr-climate partiesataowen b iz
i Australia’s elerctiong,

InNovemher, tikdanwhile, Pros. .
idantdon Bidan oLl Chinesy
Arader Xi Jinping and tezel the
rélationship that kad bren sus.
pended by o iplomaric stand-
ol over Tajwan. Canperation
helween the tap fuwe artsnmning
tand pinitters of grermhoise gas)
lias been essantialin cenwotiig
previcus clinate frfeak’tl\r{_\grglis
fikn the 201; o fgradmant,
China's Minisi  of Foraigin AF-
Eairs sajd Ik was 1 hetdy nations
interast todackie climate shanpé
Hra eoaperative manper;

6. Taking methane maiters:
rora sarigusly :

Thawortt hasbeen sluw o nn;
derstand the tlangnrs ifmethane,
aparticedarly powerfuf he “trap-
pinggas. Buf over sinen lnsd year's
LOH26 in Glasgow, nations have

toeat thiose emiisslnng, whichean

hieen signing up pajlobal pledge .

LT
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waly apoles and
v frepeh (ries? Sei-
rnck pan help,
Hestantbontz, grocers, farmers
wd fond tuinpanies are mereas-
' iy 1o chemistry and
o tackle the problam of

sithgepray-cnpeels
ET enhanced sachets
@trxnslinethevipening prbmss
Othereare developing dig-
¢ that can tell—more
v than s laliel—when mest
safe to consume, And pachets
tie the pop oF 3 taheont
thermodynamizs to keep
rispy

,.". Teausd \f":tx'_ ATETIURE 1Al
h:f?; i "1 T

P ld an 1_hmﬁ.:
valnpanies that
teeagnd for g while are
bontrt wrizat theyv de

Tperzent of

thie 224 million tong of foeod avail:

able dy e U8 wavorth aronnd 54158
Billion—-wentunsold oruneaten, ac
cording o Feled. Food waste is the
largest catepsry of daterial placed
i maicipal Tandfills, ancording to
the US Cnvironmaental Protaction
Apency. which notes {hat rotting
‘oo releases et Hiane, a problematic
greenhouse gas.
" RePed estimates SOD.060
peunds (225,400 kifograms
of fand cotild be diverted from
]mu:lf"all5;.-a1-111u:111}"x\'i11:1 high-fech
parkaging. '
Awmongtheproductsin develop-
ment are a sensor by Steckholm-
hased Inniacentia that can dater-
‘minewhethermeatis safadepend-
ing en the bmlclun ef microbes in
itspackaging, And FypLlabs, based
inthe USangd Belgium, iz working
o a produse sticker that would
release a-vapor to slow ripening.
SavrPakwa asfounded in2020by
Rill Birged, aw aeyospace engincer
whe was tired of the soppy food

it Bis hinchbox, He developed a.
plant-based packet—imads with

fond-zafe materizls approved by
thie 115 Fuod and Drug Administrs-
tion—thatcan (Mt inside atake oo
cont#iner and absorh condensa.
tion, helpingkeep the foed inside
Hotter and crispier. ]
Hashville. Tennessee-based

hot-chicken chain Hattie B was

ekeptical But afrer testing Sive-
Paks using humidity sensors, it
niow uses thepacks when it's cater-

-mgfs led fonds andis waorking with

SavrPakta mtﬂgrate :hﬂpacks into

195:&1» rrakewut containers.

Brian Morriz, Hattie Blsovice

pre sidentof cul narylearninga nd
devalopment. said cach SavrPak
rasks the tompany-less than §1
‘bt engures a better meal,

"When it coives to fHied chicks
gn, we kind of logo control from

the point whenitleaves ourplace”

Muoreis said. "We don't want the

axperience to go downthe drain:”

Butiost can gttt bea barrier for

seme companies and rONEUIGETs,
Vrogerthe nutlon'slargest grocery
chain znded its multivearpartner-
shiip with Soleta, Califarnia-hased
Apee] Sciencss this vearbedause it
found consurmers weren't willing
ta pay more for producebr u;hed
orspra
ing to keep moisturein and pxygen

redwith Apeel sedible coat-

ot, thid extending the time that

produce stavs fregh.

Apeel says treated avocadoscan
fast a few éxtra days, whille citrus
fruit lasts for zeveral weeks. The
coating is made pfpurified mena-
and diglycarides, dmulsifiers that
are comnen food additives.

Rroger wouldn't say hois much
ware Apeel r\mduriﬁ cost, Apeel
also woulde't foveal the sverage
price premiwn for produce treated
with its coating since it viries by
foeud distributor and grocer But
Apeel savs itsresearch shows cus-
tomers afe willing to pay more for
produre that lasts longer. Apeel
also says it rontinnes o talk to
Kroger about other future tech-
nology.

Thers is another big hurdle to
coming up with innovatiens to
preservaicod: Every food product

hasits own biological makeup aml
handliing requirements.

“There ir no sne wajor change
that can impreve the s‘.i't_u_a_.tion,"
saiil Randy Beavdry, a professor
inthe hovticulture department at
Michi gan"ﬁ tate University’s schaol
of agricultuiel

Bealeryf-ald the complexity has
caused some-projects to fail. Here
tembers working with cne large
_péckagihg company on a container
designed-to prevent fungus in to-
matoes, For thesciencetowork, the

tomaroesh adtobe screensd far size
ind then oriented stew-op in each
container. Eveniually Lhé projedr
was scrapped,

i“eaudrv said it's also bard ta

ouLsiia :

Sume companies find it better
to rely ‘on praven technology-—
but i new waye, Chicagd-baged
[*Jazz—l"'{‘echhrslogieé. which was
foinded:in 2015, selis J-methyi-
cyclopinpene.or 1-bCP, agas that
hasbeenuded for dzeades te délay
the ripening process in fruit. The
r:un;jﬁuhd —cansiderednan-roxiz
by the EFA--is typicallp pumped
intn sealed sturage rooms to in-
hibit the productivn of ethvlens,

‘a plaist hormone,

Tut Hazel's real hreakrhrough

isasachetthesizenfasugar packet

Lhatf.nnslnwh releaseT-MiPinto
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;. ere's some good news to
stark the year 2023,

Albay 2nd district Rep.
= el Joey Salceda reminded
Filipinos on Saturday, Det. 31.that half

amonth's worth of saja ry awaits them
~..38 Part of the windfall from the Tax

Reform for Acceleration and Inclesion 5.
(TRAIN} law. = oy

“A 13.5th month bonus” was how
Salceda described this additional in-
-come, which will stem from the cuts
to personal income tax (PIT) rates in.
2023 via TRAIN, :

“The TRAIN Law PIT cut will be
equivalent to arcund five percent in
gtoss income in‘added takehome pay.
That’s -around half a month’s worth -
of additional disposable income,
‘saict the solon, who chaits the House
Comnnittee on Ways and Means,

Salceda principally authored and

* sponsored thelaw — RA10963, 1t took
effecton fan: 3, 2018, =
The new annival inecine tax ratss

will reduce taxes by around five per—
centfor those earning between. over
#2350, 000 and P2 million:

_I'n"d’ividuals with taxabie incomae
above 2 million but not greater than
B8 million will see a two percent de-
credasein personal income tax: Inconje
below P250,000 will sl be exempr
fromprr, - |

-

“Itwillincrease disposableineonie
for Filipino families by around #32 bil-
lion by our emerging estimates. That
will boost consumer speriding and also
teavesome rootn for savingsfor homie-
ownership,” noted Salceda,

- Salceda says thecut will also cush -
ion wotlkers from thé impact of the one
aercentage point increase in $S5 con-
xibutiensand the o. 5 percentage point
ncrease-in PhilHealth premiums.

“Take home is still up 3.5 percent-
1ge poiuts more or less,” the Bicolano.



