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[ ENR nears up for fill
implementacion of CP law

By BELLA CARIAL

At least 50 emp.ovees of the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources have under-
gone rigorous training as part of
the DENR'’s preparation for the
full implementation of Republic
Act (RA} 11898 or the Expanded
Producers Respon »ility (EPR)
Act of 2022.

Environment A _istant Sec-
retarv for field operations and
Environmental Management Bu-
reau concurrent director Gilbert
Gonzales said the training was
necessary to equip DENR person-
nel with the know ledge and skills
to communicate a etandardlzed
messaging on the EPR law to
various stakeholders for its proper
implementation.

The three-dayv training was
conducted in partnership with
the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP,.

The EPR law requires large
companies to adopt and imple-
ment policies for the - ‘oper man-
agement of plastic rackaging

wastes.

Environment Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-Lovzaga signed the
Implementing Rules and Regula-
tions of RA 11898 last January
after it lapsed into law on July 23
last year.

Gonzales said those who com-
pleted the training would be in
the frontline of information on the
EPR law across the regions and
would serve as resource speakers
on upcoming training sessions
for stakeholders from the private
sector, local government units and
waste diversion organizations.

“We are verv glad that finally,
we are able to start somehow the
important activities that we need
to undertake under the EPR im-
plementation, one of which is this
preparation and training of our
future messengers of information
related to the EPR,” Gonzales said.

The EPR law is seen to sig-
nificantly aid in the long-standing
problem of solid waste manage-
ment in the country.

The EPR law and circular
economy are mainly associated

with the UN’s Sustainable De-
velopment Goal (SDG) 12, which
pertains to responsible consump-
tion and production, as it primar-
ily aims to achieve sustainable
management and efficient use of
natural resources, according to
UNDP program analyst Gwyneth
Anne Palmos.

“The EPR and circular econo-
my, when implemented in an in-
tegrated, holistic and just manner,
can help drive the achievement of
all SDGs,” Palmos said.

As an environmental policy
approach and program, the EPR
law establishes a mechanism
that places upon producers the
responsibility for the entire life
cvcle of plastic waste, especially
its post-consumer or end-of-life
stage.

The EPR practice focuses on the
segregation of waste at source and
collection; waste reduction, recov-
ery and recycling; development of
environment-friendly products;
and application of internationally
accepted principles on sustainable
consumption and production.
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water allocation

DATE

gets NWRB nod

‘By BELLA CARIASO

‘The National Wa-
~ ter Resources Board
(NWRB) has approved
the 52 cubic meters per
second (cms) allocation
requested by Mayni-
lad Water Services Inc.
and Manila Water, Met-
ropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System

(MWSS) Administra-
tor Leonor Cleofas an-
‘nounced yesterday.

“Yes, the NWRB has
approved the 52 cms,”
Cleofas told The STAR.
. She said the addi-
tional allocation will be
effective until May 2023.
- “The additional two
cms will go to Maynilad,
Tum to Page 2

as Manila ‘Wafer has no problem
the water supply. It even helped
aymlad agl opened five points of
its cross boundaries to assxst Mayni-
“lad,” she said.

- water concessxonmres
50 cms allocatwn earhel' granted by
the NWRB.

':n‘ﬂ‘;‘c

A

Cleofas sm& tﬁe metease in water ‘

gf customers. MWSS has

ai?te ed the decision of the NWRB
: T ’It onl

y granted 50 cms’ﬁloca— J

tion instead of the original request
of 52 cms.

The NWRB, led by executive
director Sevillo David Jr.,, met on
Thursday to dlscuss the request of
MWSS.

David said the board needed to
assess the situation, including the
possibility of an El Nifio h&m
enon in the middle of the year.

Based on latest monitorin, of
the Philippine Atmospheric,

thsmal and Astronomical Sawices

tration (PAGASA),
a.m. yesterday, the level of Angat

‘Dam was at 198.39 meters compared

to its previous level of 198.52 meters
on Thursday, or a reduction of 0.13
centimeters.

Despite the drop in the level of
Angat Dam, it is still 9.86 meters
above its rule curve elevation of

' 188.53 meters.
> Accerdmg to Cleoias the two -

According to David, the water
allocation will allow the La Mesa
Dam and Ipo Dam to recover at a
more comfortable level and address
some of the water supply issues of
Metro Manila.

The MWSS and NWRB have
given assurance that Angat Dam
will be able to supply the water
requirement in Metro Manila and

“other provinces until December.

Angat Dam supplies more than
90 percent of Metro Manila’s potable
water needs and provides irrigation
for 25,000 hectares of farmlands in

‘Bulacan and Pampanga..

At present, Maynilad customers

“in Manila, Quezon City, Makati,

Caloocan, Pasay, Parafiaque, Las
Pifias, Muntinlupa, Valenzuela,
Navotas and Malabon; the cities of
Cavite, Bacoor and Imus and the
towns of Kawit, Noveleta and Rosa-
rio in Cavite are experiencing ei

to 14 hours of dally water cuto!
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Public warned on use
of unauthorized,
reef-toxic sunscreens

By JEL SANIOS

As people start to. flock to
beaches this summer season,
toxics watchdog group EcoWaste
Coalition has warned the public
against using unauthorized sun-
screen products supplied locally
which can damage reefs.

In a statement, EcoWaste said

it conducted a market monitor-

ing in Manila following the recent
issuance by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) of Advisory
No.2023-0519 reminding the pub-
lic of the proper selection and use
of sunscreen products.

It found out that six of the 12

sunscreen brands purchased by
the group for #60 to P250 per
piece from cosmetic merchants in
Binondo and Quiapo have not been
notified with the FDA, according to

the FDA Verification Portal.

“We are concerned with the over-
the-counter sale of unauthorized
sunscreen products, which may not

protect users from the damaging

effects of UV radiation to human
health,” the EcoWaste Coalition told

the FDA through a letter submitted

last April 11.

Citing the FDA Advisory, the toxics
watchdog said overexposure to the
sun may bring risks to health such
as “premature skin aging, wrinkling
and sagging, a compromised immune
system, and skin cancer.”

The EcoWaste raised grave concern

- over the inclusion of reef-damaging

compounds in 10 of 12 samples (one

- sample lacks an ingredient list, and

the other has mformation Writtén in
Chinese characters). s
“Knowing the need to protect

and nurture our coral reefs, which

have been ‘in constant and rapid
decline,’ the Philippines should
consider adopting an all-encom-
passing ‘Sunscreen Regulations,’
which, along with other conservation
measures, can help in restoring the
integrity and ‘health of our marine
ecosystems,” t e group said.

The watchdog is pertaining to
the unprecedented “Sunscreen
Regulations” adopted by the gov-
ernment of Palau, which like the
Philippines is an archipelagic state,
banning sunscreen ingredients that
are harmful to coral reefs.

“Among these reef-toxic sun-
screen ingredients are oxybenzone
(benzophenone-3), octinoxate (oc-
tyl methoxycinnamate, ethylhexyl
methoxycinnamate), octocrylene,
4-methyl-benzylidene camphor, and
avobenzone (butyl methoxydiben-
zoylmethane) which are on the
ingredients’ list of the sunscreen
samples purchased by the EcoWaste
Coalition.”

EcoWaste said the ban, which

took effect in January 2020, seeks “to

protect Palau’s pristine marine envi-
ronment from the harmful effects of
reef-toxic sunscreen.” It prohibits the
entry, manufacture, importation, and
sale of reef-toxic sunscreens.
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