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BY JED B ad Roxas in Oriental

and _ ) as in Caluya, An-

% =) o tique. frc h 9 to 12 showed

T'HE Bureau of Fisheries znd inimdl levels of oil and se
Aquatic Resoutces (BFAR) has is within the standard set

recommended that fishing bans epartthent of the Environ-

in municipalitied affected by the . aad Natural Resources.

ol spill in Orieptal Miscloro be ish|sa ples collected and

continued, saying initial snalyses 7 the same areas from

on food safetyy::EEect:d areas are i 3 showed that low- .

not yet conclusive. ) ; inants or polycyclic

I'he agency sajd water samiples atic hydrocarbons, which is
collected and analyzed from the Te rmful to humans and
atiected municipglities of Haasud, other living organisms, may ac-
Bongabong, Bulk acao, Calapan, I! in ic ﬂesh of n;aun;:
Glotia, Mansalay, Navjan, Pinama-  orgs isths over time. =~

ik T O L e Ang IJE Puﬁzn!mj cbufd

s M!"‘m‘ “notp ﬁ d -2 tsﬂmatcasg:owheﬁ
help ' splaﬁéd ; tqu gxt»ups m they cof omplctaly cleat: thc
Western Visayas, |/+ 15 oil sk ! :

SFAR also deployed naénitbr— ““Baded o uumecounﬁng,am
ing, conrrol, and surveillance ves-  progres is at 60 percent. So this
sels as well as petsonal protective - is‘a good progress in our effort to
ecuipment and other materials for  clear oil in the affected coastlines,”
clein-up activitied while acilitional  Punzalah said during 'the I:agmg .
interventions are glso being prepo- Hﬁﬂdﬁbﬂ’éﬁng. i
sivoned based op rehabllitation  MT' Phincess. Empress unkhst
proposals from hc oil spill- hlt Febr E 28| after enc g
ATEAS. Qﬂg.‘-_ﬂe L

iﬂfgtll" S transporting morethxﬁ
PCGC I-UF 800,00 In

! - Officials S d ﬁvc of the eight
The Pluhpp‘ Coast Guard cargo .;
(PCG) said it is| making good  struc 11
progress in the clean-up of fuel empty. (1]
oil that spilled from the sunken not s “'F

cess _ssoﬁ‘Nau;an are leak|

of Baco and San Teodoro, ' !
Uolor said grease and oil have
been detected i epn:arec_ﬁed

dre:s in Baco and :

to swim and/it’s ni
these arcas) forn

safe 0 fish (in
7? Dolor said.

DSWD AT

communites in B
by the oil spill, a{ccrdmg to the
Department of Sogial Welfare and
De\ \.inpment (DSWD). :
[his brings the| total humani-
tar: o assistance provided to 163
barz ngays affected by the oil spill
in Crriental Mindoto and Palawan
in Mimaropa, Batangas iri Cala-
bar:rdn and Antique in Western

)

A total of 36,658 families or

Visayasth PTS million,
172,928 lpersons have been af-

fected by the pil spill. -

DSWD said that its Field Office
IV-A Calabarzon, in coordination
with the |City| Social Welfare and
Development Dffice (CSWDO) of -
Batangas|City, Facilitated the distti-
bution IE 1,762 family food packs
(EFPs) d affected fisherfolks and
tourism| Industry workers in six
barangay$ of Isla Verde.

local g ;

Respons OE*'
andIn (Ematt
10) sh dn
??40

is, DSWD preposi-
) [Food packs to the
_ant units (LGUs)

_ DSWD—Dlsastcr

rations Monitoting
b Center (DROM-

at 1,767 families or

als in six barangays

¢ been affected by

ofwasbelim

i:rmvmce for the implementation
of the 15 d work under the
Cash-for-W - (CFW) program

As of ycste cFay, DSWD smd
10,417 benefi anf.s of the cash-

for-work program (CFW) from

Oriental Mindoro and Palawan

have received financial assistance
_amoun auti to P4 1.6 mi]}ian while

800 people from Antique benefit-

ted from :E

of financial as

cash for Work

SRR
P25, 08$ illi

tanceupdegthe 'mstﬂnoetolndl-
viduals in Crisis

which benefitted 9,66
Wlﬁj@r n

ENNRE A R
oot P - | |
BFAR said 1t is cocntmuously : pecially the provincial,
analyzing and monitoting the af-  |of Oriental Mindoro, in terms of
fected areas to establish time-series  |relief and livelihood aid since the
results uu‘thclzmpmt of the oil spill  lonset of the oil spill.
with regard to food safety. | The burean has so i‘ar allocated
“Succeeding analyses should be | [P4.4 million of hvehhood assis-
consideted to iensure seafood is  |rance in the form of p ost-harvest
safe for pub}.u: coniumpunn Rest icchnology packages that will
assured that the Bureau is fast- penefit ten fisherfolk associations
.t:ack:ng|;hc laboratory analyses fiad cooperatives or 689 families.
without com dommng the accu- | AboutP1, Smﬂhonl:ﬂas also been
racyofdm, ich serves as the marked. for food assistance to
basis for its elcommendauons Mg B OOOaffected ﬁsherfo in Mima-
the agency s fopa whﬂe P580,500 was speﬂ to
BFAR also said it has been as-
ng local g¢ etoment units, es- sreHSH:u\fp>ﬁpm
= | :
“But as of -
'uﬁrepm.' )1
mml te
oy it 139 o
offshore cleanup | om Mar
029, ke
:sau' ne - up,d'n:fagm-
cy said 3,937.5 sacks 22dmms
m 13
tal
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d grease and prnl-ycycﬁ'c -
PAH) le HM‘W :
1o th aﬁﬁt&d-ared:sﬁa &
ected and analyzed from

L (DA-BFAR) hasrecommend

in :za rst batch of analy

ies and .&qtmtlﬁ:' Re

ing bahs in oil spill- affecte
in Ongnt}fl Mindoro.

The govemmentha&beq nevalu-
ating L%ntarmnant levels in water

and fishery resources to det
if fish|and other seafood i
areas dre safe for publii‘: cor
nd if fishing b
fd by the local gs‘avm

results were ton
e findings of the D
i

ded fish-

d areas

ermine
n these
nsump-
s/ should
nmem
[

sistent
-BFAR
s: that
1
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aurces

ties of Oriental Mindoro
1lalacao, Calapan, Gloria,
malayan, Pola, and Roxas]
n March 9 to 12 showed
d grease, within the stan-
:ment‘ of the Envirr ymment

! ch 4and 5 show edlow—
H, it added

ti-me.
These_ samples were {Isjl_e;te_d,in the early days

of March, making t rentsituation uncertain
due to the possibility that the spill had spread
further because of ocean current and wind direc-
‘tion, and more PAHs may have accumulited in
marine organisms.

The DA—BFAR“. itindouslyanalyzes andmoni-
tors the area to est a,bll,__ time-series results on
the impact of the pil spill with regard to food
sffetyﬁ’succegdmg analyges should be considered
to ensure séfood ig safe z’pr public consum ption.
~ “Restassured that the bureau is fast-trac king
thelaboratory analyseswithout compromis| ngthe

has been asststmg GUs, especxally t,he p ruuih-
cial government of Oridntal Mindoro, in terms
of xehef and livelihood aui since the onsat of

’l"u datg. !:he byre,u_ha s alxea'_dy_allo;_ated P4.4
elihogd assistance in thv Eorm

00 wag spent to help'djsplaq:d
ﬂshmg,groups in W'_ sterg ".Vnsayas -
- The. bureau has depl ed monitoring, m.hﬁ»&l

vessels, as wef‘l as PPE

sets and other matey 1als or clean—up activities.
Additionalinterventidns arealso being prepo-
sitlomzﬂ bé’.séif on reh ation proposals from

»i
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Sonny M. Angara

!

off Oriental Mindoro, causing a massive oil spill at has reached

parts of Batangas, Palawan and Antique. Around 9400 liters of
oily water and 8,514 sacks of oil-contaminated materihls have been
Co, from the oil spill that has directly affected 34,000 fami-
lies in MIMAROPA and'in Western Visay , including no less than
13,600 ﬁshe‘rmi;n and farmers, based on data from the National Di- >
saster Risk Reduction and Management Council

I‘T has been over a month since the MT Princess Et press sunk

We commend the quick response Pratective Services
i of all national and local agencies in Families in Dj
A addressing this catastrophe, par-  and Assistance to Ink
ticularly the Department of Social Situation. Another|P20 billion was
Welfare and Development, Depart- allocated for the DO
ment of Labor and Employment and ghanapbuhay sa Ating
the Department of Environment and Displaced Workers.
Natural Resources to this environ- The task of cleaning up the spill
mental disaster. We earlier called on and restoring| the |lives of the af-
the DSWDan@DQF..E toimmediately fected residents and businesses is
utilize the appropriate funds under undoubtedly very ¢hallenging con-
their respective b udgets to provide sidering that the ofl tanker, which
aid to residents affected by the inci- was carrying some 900,000 liters of
dent, parti uly'f#rl pro!v:dmgmh industrial oil, was fd
-aid and cash-for-work programs so fered “extensive stry
thatthey can putfood on theirtables before submerging wi
and pay for the medical expenses re- from all of its comphrtments.
sulting from the incident, Under the In addition to the livelihood dis-
2023 General| Ap ropriations Act, ruptedbythisniari
‘which we sponsored as Chairman oilleakhas everelydetrimental
of the Committee on Finance, P37 to the country’s Nature-Based Tour-
billion was allo cat:c d to'the DSWD’s ism(NBT)as th4 5pil..breachedmany
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cn!:lcal athe habxtats. 3T. It suggests that

NBTisar eme neworks that create
ism tha!i draw of n: e conservation and
. ture” encon p;assmg actlvitxes that pfbmloglcalresc-urc- {
include !e:sure travel largely influ- igthenedforthelong- |
enced by the purpose of enjoying term success f the industry. More-
natural attractions and engaging in over, the resolution advocates mr a

- avariety of utdoqar activities.

Considel}d as the most diverse ism industry aimed
country on a per hectare basis, the at promntm and capitalizing on
Philippines has identified 247 key ~  the diverse environmental features
biodiversity areas—covering 7.8 andlocal I:ﬂod versityof thecountry. |
million hectares, including 147 ter- to 2 World Bank Group
restrial and 100 marine sites. C BT holds a key role in sus-
" One of the many marine sites af- " v,ibpméht as it can aid
fected by tléle spill was the Verde alleviation, support eco-
Island Pass einbetween Batangas, th} and promotebiodiver-
Mmdorp, arinduque, and Rom- ation. What we should

blon. It is l:he prime center of the
Coral I}iangie or the world’s epicen-
ter of marine biodiversity. Another
destination at risk and being closely
monitored for possible breach is the:
TubbatahaR eefNatural ParkinPala-
wan that wE c.lasslﬁed as a Unesco

quld Heritage Sitein 1993 and rec-

ognized as a top diving site in the

world. The | epartment of Tourism _ as yet tobe determined
already expressed its grave concern the country’s NBTwould fullyrealize
astheagencyis exﬁaectingmorearea,s its potentialsand be made resilient

against unforeseen shocks if these
34cruises -psareexpe{:tedtoarnve framewadrks dre effectively in place.
in Mindoro, ]Marmduque, Romblon, i 1| sk
Palawar yiAngara has been in public
~9 years as Representativ® of

by the doun ¥'s blodlvermty, Ifiled
Senate Resclution No. 472 to create
policy nefm]ms and budgetary ex-

';- sérving his second terain

penditures ai; edat developing the
Philippines’s potential of becoming yangafa@yahoo cemlﬁm!*
theleading metl;y in the world for igrom: @sonnyengara
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| Qqenfal Mindoro Gav Humerlito
Dolor wants the entire province placed

he

un astateofcalanntydueto f

fmmﬂwsurﬂcmxnotar

mpress. Ui
| Ia 0 wdhedlmctedthe dial
nﬁ er Risk Reduction and Manageme:
Of eerpmpamareoﬂmmmdanon 8}
mlpmﬁydeclarat!mmwnewo{h st
tional reports from the D e -t

a Env‘imhmantmdNatutal :

DE! )mlkparmentof}ha]th.
q'I’. s of the

province initially affecte
b tim;ml;spmhadearherbemp ace d.
tirides 1
| Dolorsmdtheprmal vemm ;
ensure that food and livelihood would
b EI? ided to affected residents. 1l

d just compensation should be
aﬁﬂacted communities. il

A g proseso pwedeng legal or

ble settlement. Iteayasfaras the

: are concerned. Kaya individue
a clnims insurer af individual, hz di

g collective,” Dolor said. ' f
i: 'll’he provincial government w ilﬂ
ensure that fisherfolk will receiy
compensation eonsidenng that it has
been a month since bansw-
in 1}0 :h affec«tedare&s said.

; ted ye terday that cleanup of 60
D .u& ﬂoftli?ahnrelm by‘
oil sp hadbeemcampleted. il

! :',hs is good progress sa atin;
"_f nggal pa ng 1 ngzs sa mg

'? : tyesterda aLagmgHanda m’sn '
| abdted &mjgﬂsmtmmepmvﬁdeé
oast guards from Japan, South

dﬂleUmtedStatesaswellas erts

ll anceandtheUSNavy,-__'
themmﬂyon%dneada it
tﬁh determinec
“i h the coastal clearmp will b
ished ev .. ashe‘gaveassuraneeth

t Jibe pface ] |

go ‘
1, giv ing priority to these areas to

/)
TAGE | WANNER  FOIORIA
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Or. Mindoro to be placed under

state. ff calamity amid oil spill

*“Last night, on the lates| report
I got n-.- | DOH (Departiment of

Health) and thg DENR (Department of
Environment and Natural Resowrces), I
asked our BDRRMO (Provincial Iisaster
- Risk Reduction gnd Management Office)
to prepare their ree dation to declare

a state of calamitly in the whole province,
| . Next page

,Oruu _r_ A Rl & :

|”m'omA1

notjustfortheareaﬁmtaﬁ'ectedby eo |
spill,” Dolor said. '
Meanwhile, as' recent tests
minimal traces of oil and g;-ease inth ;
province’s spill-affected areas, the B '|
&1 Fishierled " 80" Affiiilc”. Rescirol]
{BFAR) recommended  Th u

industrial fuel oil,
Thousands of ﬁshmmcn and '

ﬁ)fWOtk program after :-lu_gz hans
wérennposedmﬂ}eaﬂ’ectedwatem
'Dévek:pmmtsmdnhasgwenatl
ms;mmdmffm familics.
| been mmgtmg "
ion in areas affected by the oilspi
y reﬁmwahmtmnofﬂm contaminan
lm‘fels.ﬁ':&werandﬁhnymues}
{ Tk detennine if ﬁsh anﬂ \othe;

co?mnnphonandlfﬁshmgb’ms
behﬂedbythe}ocalgovemment
(I.GUs)comemﬁ

Plnamalayan, Po]a§ and Roxas, d_'
Caluya, Antique on March 9 to 12 showed
ﬁmtﬂ:clevelsofoﬂandg:msewae ithi
the standards & by the DENR.
Meanwhile, fish samples collect ed and
amtlymdﬁomtlmsameamnsm varch
4 to § showed IOW-IBVBI contaminants
or polyeyclic aromatic hydroc
(PAH). (See full story onli
-manilastandard.net)
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Oil

Empress were se
coasts of Nauja

s taken at 10:15 a.m, n Tuesday, March 28, A total of

Lix g e wsead 110
2 Ui e, OF [ "1PHiET st
LT

MANILAS ‘BULLETIN

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPEI

rAL

|

s
N

- moving toward the 1d |
and Pola, Oriental Disaster Res

Hi gintheareaaround land-barane

Oﬂshcl{sﬁﬂm%esuﬁkenmprmwss si'ickinani';j ar

| the sunken tanker how that oil was still  financial angd faod packs
leaking out as of yesterday, March28,” the ;
University of the Philippines Marine Science . which, as
Institute said in a bulletin on Wednesday reached ¢
€Vening, Marchig, || | ' "UHESHTS -
“Oil spill trajectories for March 25 to fer (ECT), ¢z
April 3 forecast that e spill may be head-  crisis sity
ed for Pola, Naujan, and along the coast to £l
Calapan, Oriental Miindori)," the institute  not finished the
ladded. i | beneficiaries
This prediction was according to the VD-¢
Us National Oceanic and Atmospheric  packs worth B4,.38 million and 85 non-fi

tion report and on satelliteimag-  items worth

Meanwhile, the Dep rment of Social  were affected by
elfare and Devel pment (DSWD)-6  tanker M/T Pri
has extended £42.78 mil- gays in Caluta — Al

8 assistance was in cas

Sibolo,
k. (L sa Cabato and Tara Yap) -

7 B o
urPeR PAGE 1 NANNER EDNTORIA
- i _l STORY STORY
T TAGE LOWER
03 =~ &
~ 1 DA

ednesday, March 29, h
million and covers

>ss Empress in four baran- !
egria, Semirare,

% e __der1t5 affected by the oil

CARTOON
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acterize envi-

n offered var-

hemical infra-
' mega dams—
violence can-

of “fallmg bOd.lES,
heads, avalanches,

I cannot help but be remin
cept when I think of the ol spill

volcanoes,

 in our country.
| oil spill in|2006 is surely
$ among t]ese. Sinking in

. The Guimar
the most notoriot
Panay Gulf, with
the demise of MT

ver 2.1 milllon liters of oil,
Solar 1—opgerated by Sun- «
shine Maritime Development {orp. and hired |
by Petron Corp.—remains orje of the coun-
try’s worst environmental disgsters. Environ-
mental and sociceconomic devastation en-
, with varigus species and |

coral reefs—
t—from fishing
few months of |
fas spill quick-
riousness, even |

y livelihood:

o loil spill, which
—Feb. 28—off
F slow violence

sinking, the "engrne problemn

Ro_b Nixon |

f typically not |

The slow

iolence—from |

‘ GIDEON LASCO

thqz smkmg of MT Princess Empress, as

I as.
tiot
of |

its reported lack of permit, raises

Island Passage, a critical waterway bo
- commerce and biodiversity.

for
w

B

In fairness to then President Gloria
agal Arroyo, she herself led the recove
rt m Guimaras, visiting the island
ming an interagency task force within tw

ks of the spill. In contrast, President

cos has not shown the same commitmer
1 sense of urgency that matches the gravity

th& situation. Indeed, it's been over a

| si

ce the spill but demands for assista
accountability, and reparations remain larg

ly unmet—and the cleanup itself has

Jd.
“sl

Correspondingly, the media and p
ntion also hasn't been commensurat

cribed by environmental advocat
w” and “lackluster.”

with the magnitude of the spill.

! Aside from the inevitable desensitiz
Al

wolence oj"

as we

for

eS

atio

oil spills

uest
ns of why the ferry carrying 800,000 liter
industrial fuel and oil sank—and why it
was allowa:l to operate in the first plage. As
in Guimaras, catastrophic damage ensued—
“and is still spreading—across Mindoro, Pal
“wan, and Batangas, compromising the Verd

bee

ublig

= 1]

to any event, what can explain the relative
lack of attention toward the Mindoro oil spill?
Are we affected by a {land-based thinking”
that sees water not as{a matter of concern;
a domain outside our everyday lives? What

| are the factors that cpnstrain our people’s
ecological corsciousness? I am rem nded of
| what Kuya Juhi-Jun, a guide in Masurgi, told
| me weeks ago! “The problem with Filipinos is
that people don't care pbout water, they just
throw things in the river without thinking
where it woulcl end up in.” And what urban
| geographer Kyistian Saguin wrote of Laguna
de Bay: that people imagine it as “convenient
frontier, a reaidy and pliable source of fishand
domestic water, and ag a sink for wastes and
floodwaters”: Something that may be said of
our bodies of water.
Part of it, too, is that people's citention
and outrage is diredted elsewhere; even
environmentelists are| spread }.m with so
many issues to raise—from the construction
of Kaliwa Dain to the Still-unt:v.rtai 1 fate of
Sibuyan Island. For many Filipinos, too, the
 mayhem in Metro Manila—whether in Ni-
| noy Aquino Internatiopal Airport or the Ma-

nila Metro Rail Transit Systemn —are far more
| pressing problems.

But the president remains the chief driv-
er of popular and pdlitical attenticn—just
look at Duterte’s inordinate focus on drugs—
which is why his (in)action matiers even
more so: While he much of the nation
can afford to keep the Mindoro oil spill, in
Nixon’s words, “out of sight,” the same can-
not be said of more than 34,000 fam lies(and
counting)—and countless species— that are
suffering the consequences of an ecological
and governmenital mess that we ought to call

out for what it is: viol

glasco@inquirer.com.
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Thec top executwe ‘of st ate-run _- want to make New ‘Plambeck-Emirates, a venture Environ ment Secretary Antonia
Bases Conversion and Dk velop- Clark City a hvahle, walkable, between a Plambeck Germany, ag
" ment Auth0£1ty (BCDA)| voiced gsustalqab]i and efficient com- a publicly listed firm with ex-

©support for a $250-million ~munity. . want toensure that tensive experiente in renew- |Vietro a:k Wdh[t? \1anage—
- waste-to-energy projedt near our ga'ba.ﬁef are efﬁuently col- able energy projects and the irient for its “pioneering waste
the New Clark City in Tarlac. lected and dlspdsed Zosa said Royal Family of Abu Dhabi.
The olicited proposal ina statement on Thursday. “We would like to see more ¢
- was earlier made by Metilo Clark The proposed power project  of Metro Clark’s pojects take off = The |company’s sanitary
Corp., is desgneI tto reduce waste at because this wo d mean more landfill is the only facility in

the landfill by up to 70 percent.  green invest en pourmg into. Southeast Asia that is interna-

The unsolicited offer had our country. (from creat- tionally tertified in cnviron-
During . been sub' ‘.".""f in 2019 but ing jobs, we are also looking at ment anagement  system,
cent 2oth approvals were delayed by the lengthening th l‘ espan of san-- occupatidnal health and safe-

tion, BCDA CEO Aileen Zosa cowmg'rndenﬁc itary landfill§ ard improving ty and
|

described the their proppsalas ..  Metro Clark Waste Man- our environmentdl outlook,” a system, she
the “best fit”| orNewCla'&‘City. agement earlier partnered with speech that was lattributed to  camusma
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Propo
to New

. CLARKFR
Amid alooming

aste-to-energy

project is a “good
tainabili

Authority (BCDA).

week’s 20th anniversar
celebration of Metro Clar
|Waste Management Cor
CWMC), operator of

solid-waste

=
afew
Zosa said

A
COORTRETIT T A TR

—
Trinniag
LRk vl

EPORT CITY -
crisis,
the proposed $250-million
investment
fit” to the
thrusts of New
Clark City, said Aileen Zosa,
ident and CEO of the Bases
version and Development

“We want to make
New Clark City a livable,
walkable, sustainable, and
efficient community. We want
to ensure that our garbage
are efficiently collected and
disposed,” said Zosa at last

'.ﬂ:st and largest engmeered
ndfill in the

statement
was in reaction to the.
announcement of MCWMC |
‘and its international partner,
Plambeck Emirates, of their
‘plan to upgrade their current |
management |

system into a waste-to-energy
before their sanitary
reaches its full capacity

. Metro Clark's
unsolicited proposal for a
‘waste-to-energy facility has
the potential to become a
demonstration for other
environment-friendly

e

(U

ed waste-to- energy fac |I|ty a‘'go
thrusts:

al
of
after the Depart nent
issued in November 2019

lark Ci

initiatives in the coun

Secretary Antonia Yulo-
|Loyzaga of the Department

Om

Resources (DENR) agreed
'with Zosa and also welcomed
the plan for a-trash thermal
ttreatment plant in Central

“We would like to see mgre
of Metro Clark’s projects take
|off because this would mean
/more green investments
|pouring into our country.
Apart from creating jobs, we

are also atlen,

the lifespan of sanitary
landfills and improving our
environmental outlook,”
Yulo-Loyzaga said in he_r

message read by the DEN

gndersemtary Juan Migue
The DENR duefapplanded [

MCWMC for its “pioneering

waste management system in

PALE

y's sustainabili

m-cmwmmnmmcarp'smmm_ InCl

the Philippines.”

She noted that MCWMC’s
samtsry landfill is the only
facility in Southeast Asia that

is inlematinm]lym}uﬁed T mamgemem system.
environment mang
system, occupationa
and safety, and

i
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unider the Clean

e

Administrative Order
2019-21. She said the AQO
contains guidel
eslablishment ¢
engrgy facility tha
- wl%‘l emissions stardards

en the
vaste-to-
t comply

Actof
11ions
Act of

er the Clean Air
9, and the

2004 and the Tox Enees,
Hazardous and Muclea: Waste
Adt of 1990
The DENR chicf cited the
permit granted to the waste-
totenergy facility in ["uerto
Princesa, Palawan, which
) Pﬂﬂ‘l""ﬂ generates 5.5 megawatts of
electricity from 110 tons of
minicipal waste
t Yulo-Loyzaga said |Sanitary engineer Holger
DENR's National Sclid Waste  Hplst of?;an.b.ck \irates
Management Conimission said that the Ph isin
the middle of a solid waste
crisis. He said that as the
i od :
il at
it§ existing landfi re fast
reaching their limit.
Once installed, the

180 local government
(LGUs) and 1,000 1

MCWMC waste-lo-gnergy
plant would become the
such facility in Clark,

e first
New
ark City, and the Phil ippines.
MCWMC serves over
units
trial

ients in Central Luzon
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Marikina éziverwmalsahel
is an} ongoing evelopment by the
private ector starti _t}ds.yeas':oet'ne;y eay
“and it is expe ed 0 be operational in the
] J.,”h'E_SHJ‘ﬂ._ i 141 "‘
~With Rhodina Villanuevs
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CLEANUP DAY wembers
.~ , and volunteers of Haribon foundation, in

'-courdmatlmr with Fltf!op Philippines, remove
ttrash from the'las Piﬂas-Paranaq ue W etiand s

IPark on Thursday, March

- PHOTO BY MIKE ALQ

-

ARTOON

), 2023, _
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ursday, ralsmg hopes
maﬁe [o1ts to increase the pop-
ulation|o the bird, which reap-

peared |a the Tubbataha Reefs
Natural | Park (TRNP) seven
years ago, are paying off.

_dmgrtothemanage-

ment of TRNP, park rangers
have '1momtoring “Amihan”
and “Algn” at the Bird Islet in the
noriii_l[ofmepa:ksmcethey
were first spotted there, The
hardrs g0 J‘l‘hellf names—Filipino
terms east monsoon
anrcr{gva' respgclzlﬁvdy—follbw--
ing an online poll conducted by
TRNPI'tyear

f'we ImvréT some ‘egg-cit-
ing" news to share with you
all. Dux qel 'ed masked boo-
by fami expanded once
again, this time with the addi-
uiarﬂf 5 l‘fuel;;eslﬂy laid eggs,”

the IP said in a post on its
offigial #acebook page:

It deems that Alon and
Amiilan{ ! have been busy
during |their ‘downtime, and
we couldn’t be more thrilled
about it, $eemg our feathered
friends grow 1:heir family and
pe species is such

cessfully hatched her first chick.
The |b1rd s deemed ex-

tinct untjl i

islet |bacr: n 2016, after around

20 y¢ars s1nce it was last seen.

] ) siﬂg more

kéd booby, also

called t e' masked gannet or

the bjue- ced pooby, isalarge
with a long, pointed
ist bill, a lonig neck, an
) | dy, long, slen-
ing: and a pointed tail.
e adult booby is bright
whltt; with ‘black wings, a black
tail and a dark “face mask.”
%i:eyl riest in colonies on
islands and atolls far from the
mainland and close to deep
juired for foraging.

c]mmg populations,

themaske boabyqssﬁll consid-

zozz, Amihan suc-

it reappeared on the

here are only
three mask jd bpobies in Tub-
bataha: A an, Alon and
their first baby/ a female that
park rangers named “Roxana,”
hatched last year.

“The masked boobies in
Tubbataha lay one or two eggs
on average four times a year,
Since 2020,|the bird in the is-
let has laid eggh /nine times,”
Retch Alaba, TRNP research
officer, told the Inquirer in a
phone interview on Thursday.

According to| Alaba, the
first seven were, however un-
successful. The ﬂrst six eggs

did not hatch while the seventh
egg hatche .' b It’he juvenile
bird died after fi e months.

The masked booby eggs
undergo an incubation period
of 38 to 45 days.

ege v

Tubbataha Reef hes in the
middle of the Suly Sea. some 50
kilometers squtheas

the United Natiohs Education-
al, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (Unesto), the TRNP
covers 96,828 hegtares, includ-

ing the North ang Suuth Atolls
and the Jessie Beazley Reef

“It is a unique example of
an atoll ree wl |a very high
density of marin =spec1es the
North Islet Serves as a nesting

marine tur-
tles. The site s an excellent ex-

e coral reef
icular 100-meter
! exten-

ind {two coral is-
lands,” Unes¢o said.
' ) dcordiiig to

ral and al-

most 700 spedies cfiﬁsh..-rt also

the few re-
f breeding

1 NG

'mainin'g colo
seabirds' in

of this city.
According to the website of

%
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120 years, lays one or two eggs ‘opr timesa year rangers at the national park say. —pHote co
! ' 1

PARENTALDUTY The pz
at Tubattaha in 2016 afte

:itTubbataha Reefs in Palawan on Thurgday. The bird, which rzappeared
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 to increase aw

ons on protecti

° ate crisis,
future for us all.” Thmugh nis,

sn.o gh
the Earth Ho

& 'I Exe(fu‘h & ;In ade ﬂusmpa

day, Senate pregident pro tempt

Energy (DOE) that it generated &
waof ectricity / power
symbolizes and simply remind
Mother Earth,” pnthused Sen.L¢

for Climate Change initiatives.

Since 2008, the Philippines

to this global campaign to savi

* electricity savinigs in this year’

And working together to

At the Kapil hSﬂ'MﬂnﬂqBﬂy l.'
omed the “Batth Hour” report o

g nature, &

e WWF credits

|

as been a participant
th;‘i Planet Earth. ’fa‘}g

:"'l h rﬁmh'

- Philippines, hoever, w than the 65 MW

10se savings (in elec-
tricity use) are efjuivalent
to like building a new
guw yiant.j(B ) Itisjust P
E Ao ot” Sen.

v' ffe)'

enLepiiay

cally begged:

t's make all our

i

ment-frie ndr'r

| 8 il M

Cont | Vo R i e |

WeR FAGE NANRER  ERHOBIAL ¢ /RT00M
] SIORY  sromy
1wy
04-3
gl el
thizr | DA

. sources likeg| solar and wind-powe electric plants,

Sen. Legarda underscored nitich more could be done to
reduce the ¢arbon footprints and greénhouse e ions
as amang the causes of the ;jobal warming.
'_?e' mother who walks the falk, the Senaor’s
eldest son, [Leandro Leviste is actively engaged in RE
and fnd ‘ 501&1' PhjliPpHL§BMl20 _. It_"is now S¢ llth-
east Asia’s largest solar company and integrated -olar
developer, ind power generator that boasts of s=lling
cheap, reliable and universally accessible electricity The
Senator deglined to talk or comment about her son's
privaté buginess pursuits but she ogzes the motlor's
pride to a spn’s achievements, ||

Sen/Legarda ai.ltﬁdtéd'ﬁve'}a‘_[l' mark law on Clirate
Change ungler Republic Act (RA)9729. It becare = law
in 2007 when many people rould not care more o1 the
subje _chf_'te_"\__ 1ge. Or her fourth term at the Sen-
ate (with breaks in between terms) and now = vet:ran
lav I <er, he last guested at the Kapihan sa Manilo Say
in July, 2021jwhen she was Deputy Speaker at the House
of Represerjtatives from the lone congressional district
of her home province Antique. : -

She showed off to media the sim ple ways any one
of'us can pyt into practice a lot of hotisehold and « ven
activities atjthe work places that can help reduce 1.4,
water and ajr pollution, all of which contribute to 21:bal
warming ard climate change. For one she cited, ref rain
from using mon-biodegradable plastics. If not zvoid ble,
she pointed to do a waste segregatioh to separate sar-
bage bins fgr recycable plastics and food leftovers hat
can be turnéd into non-chemiical fertilizers for plants.

“In |a sense, these things: are rea ly commonsense
only,” Sen.Liegarda quipped;

Aninterrjational advocate also for disaster risk recluc-
tion and rediliency measures;, Sen.Legarda princip ally

authored and sponsored a number of other Congr2ss-
approved laws in the proteclion of the country’s envi-
onn gl dated nature conservation measures ind

eservation of the Philippine culture and herit. e,
-among her legislative output as a prolific lawmake:.

~ She calle d out for the stricler, if not ewidest imple-
mentation of the Philippine Clean Water Act of 2000 RA
9275); the Splid Waste Management {Act of 2000 (RA

9003); among|these laws. She “onceded there are more
than enpugh laws already in place but have been | itle
and hardly implemented laws. She citbd as an exam ple
RA 6716 that took effect since 1989 mandating various

agencies of the national goverrniment a$ well as the 1c.cal
governmentfunits (LGUs) to develop rainwater collco-

haryesting facilities. 5 91 -
Sen.Lieganda pratically beygged: “Lét’s make all our

" The UN Geners Assembly on Wednesday adop'ed
by consensys a Resolution ralling the International
Court of Justice (IC]) to lay out the State obligatons
of countries |n protecting Earth’s climate and the 12 al

consequences they face if they don’t. As the world bod s
top court, the Resolution — ccsponsored by more than
nber ptates, including the Philippines - “woiild
e Ge i:lalAssgmbl_y, the UN and Member States
e belder and strong:: climate action that ¢ ur
desperately needs.”
<garda could not agree more. She vows to
ir 'j_aragoeg'ed-‘-'_l'a_t_ﬁﬁvz’téf revive ithe Reserve (f-
aming Corps (ROTC) thatwill develop “clim; fe

pino youth. Alter all, e i .

Ohd.
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to take St‘.l'onger eas
clnnfymtemgtlonal law.

International Court ofsJ stic
inspired by Pacific island 13w
dents and passed mth& conjse
vote, after a four-year caipaig
led by the Repubhcdfmn tll =Y

“Such an uuon would assist

bolder and stronger clim4
tion that our world so despé

tonic Guterres said. An advi
opinion would not be bindjng on

and protect present and f
generations.”

“Together we will sdnd a
loud and clear message not only
around the world but far ;ﬁ? the
future that.on this very day, the

people of the UN acting through
their governments decided to
leave as:dldlﬁerences and vmrk

together to tackle the defining

. challenge of our time,” he said

before the Generalﬁssembly
Vanuatu pushed for the resohu-
tion, leading a core group of 18
countries ranging from Costa
Rica to Germany.
It could take the court around

18 months to issue an adviiorr s

opinion thsltt could clarify ﬂmm
cial obllgahons countries have

on chmate change; help them
revise and enhance national

._climate plans submitted to the
Paris Agreement; and strengthen

domestic pohcles and legislation.

Vanuatu and other vulnerable
countries are alrea&y*grapplmg
with powerful impacts of a heat-
ing planet, The south Pacific is-
land nation has been slammed
by powerful climate-fueled cy-
clones, including two this month
that left 10% of its population still
in evacuatmn centers.

Australian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong said Australia was
among 130 countries to co-sponsor
the resolution, which was “a key
example of Pacific Island leaders

iriving global cliz tion”.

On the eve of the vote, Vanuatu

 diplomats were still trying to win

';i

be nearlyhalved 2030
Bangladesh?s foreign secretary

* “defining momen t can help
bridge the gap between climate
finance promises made to vul-
nerable courqtne and what is

' delivered.

“Despite hett%r needs for
financing, we seefgrowmg ex-
penditure in military budgets or

armaments of fundmg, wars and’

conflicts or even bailing out com-
panies during a financial crisis,”
he said. “We hope this resolution
and consequent adwsory opinion
will provide a better l:mderstand-

"swns muﬂt

s passage.a

|I'I;atI0 15

. support frnm and fﬁaiﬂs ‘¢limate change under intgr_ﬁvﬁ‘;&-
the two biggest g enhouse ga ttonal law” s
emitting countries The résulting advis:ry opin-
b _The United Sta didnotntp-% ion could be a vital input to the
port the resolutio a'tl:hﬁls(}eml'a‘li burgeoning climate-driven law-
Assembly. suits around the world. here are
“We believe t a.‘t dlploinacy upwards bf 2,000 case: rending
— not an international judiciale worldwide. 3
process — is the mpstiéffective cision from the 1CJ could
- path forward for advancing global hewag influential wii~ courts
e_ciforts to tacl;]e e climate cri- ‘around the world that e faced
sis,” a senior Bide ‘admlmstra- F‘wiﬂiﬂ:&- growing numt :r ofieli-
tion official said. q  change cases,” saic Michael
The latest repon bvthe Inw rard, d:rector of Colurabia.
governmental Pane gﬁhve j T foi'\d._i'—'
Other

iribunals are a]xa b&' ing :Sked_-f_h
clarify and define the lzv/ 1
climate ol;tllgahon-: inch
Inter-American Court o Human
Rights and the Internati
bunal for the Law of the “ ca,

The Pacificisland law :-udents
(:El-léb{atel‘i the vote, four years
after they suggested an | "J resodt

lation to Vanuatu official:

“We are just ecstatic (t
yrorld has listened to th Pacifie
Youth and has chosen to take ags

tion” onthe ideathat “st: -tedima
Facific clagsroom four ve rsage,”
said Cynthia Houniuhi, * oloraen

Islands based President o Pacifie ¢
Island Students Fighting Climate

ing of tha legal :mHmamof' crme,‘-Pmm. b

i
it pe | LT
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. ep in the quest
for ( Ilmatemsnc_e
] E United N fitions General Assembly has a‘dﬁpt%d by -
nsensus a isolution introduced by Vanuatu to request
_ the Internau anal Court of Justice to define the “legal con-
_sequen ces” for states which “have causeanugmﬁcam harm to the " Accor nping to the lead counsel for Vanuatu, the resolution
. climaté system and other parts of the environment.” g mkes aca qﬁﬂ bafaneﬂietween a dimate justice focused -
The resolution, col sponsored by more than 130 member- states, dimension and a forward- Ionkmg dimension. It re-ognizes

| has been hailed as 4 giant step in determ ning the legal respon- draw lessons from the past to build a just and

: Slblllty countries hae forthechangmg di ate and its impacts. ugure and that mter_nau nal law has 1 role to
~The resolution reflected the frustration not only of Vanu- - §9rrepiing qur gussent tajegtofy.
atu but other vul lerable countries ov£r the huge dlspanty | ternational QBurt of :ﬁ-ls_nce ill have two vears to
betwee the rhetotic and action on climate change. ith an opinion. It will be gonbinding, but Jorge
; The climate sumrhit in Glasgow in 2021 had held outalotof , aw professor who helped draft the resolution,
prorms: for a global effort to finally ]mutwanmng to manage- believes “it’ sgmng to shape the discotirse” on assigning ac-
able levels. That gogl eventually prqved to be overambitious. | countability or climate change. For Harjeet Singh of Climate
Unablq to reach a | onsensus, the pamupams settled for a Action Netwo rk an international NGO, the ruling “v 1l serve

egment to submlbt a more viable plan the as an importa nt accountabiliry tool,” and sees it as “poten-

:t emissions in 2030, and pledged faster _ tially on he biggest climate diplomacy and mu \tilateral

reducu‘ ns in coal 1 ise and fossil fuel subs1dles successes in he recent past.”
. The summit also i lodged the sensitive issue of making rich Vanuatu'’s gmbassador to the UN is urging the glohal com-
polluters pay repar , lons to countries tham sustain heavy losses munity 19 adt now. “Extreme weather|events are becoming
IC eme th ML = ! the new nor al in our country as a result of climate change.
: 10 Pﬁl‘Y pome&--'bmg For Iowj ying countrles, it's an existen 1al-threa_ he _ said, _
: : n}mgytwn by 2023. Jotham Nap at Vanuatu's minister of foreign afia.:rs. interna-
. er studies showed the tional coopezation and external trade, |ooks at inter ational

a vital tool in establishing and delivering climate
' th most vulnerabla parts u the world, it is often
ce and catasirophe,

j0es are two cyclon ﬁm{ devagmgd &m . App:o'_ ing he resol;mon miy be “’hl tory-making," as UN

country ._.,_.- and affected 80 perce tofilﬁ‘p’binﬂétfbﬁ Secretary-General Antonio Guterres jubilantly desc ibed it,
The i onvement _::h is that the 'mO'l|d1mat&vuInembie But no one should be lulled i intc believing that the task ahead

countries contributed the}ﬂastgrsenheuse emissions thattausq;‘-_ ,wnll be 3? eagy one,

Fllmate et suffer the very worst of its impacts. - e e e

of greenhouse ga €. ;

ttion has been wor dimsuch a way that

| it does not 1mphcat ¢ anyone. It inst pad aquests the court’s |
01)]1']101’1 n “what ar¢ the obligations pf states... to ensure the

‘ protectio n of the clijnate system and o er parts of present ‘
and future generan s" based on intern t‘iomil treaties a@d

principle

_' hich, by their a;ts and orplssmns, havt
e : [m to the cluﬁate tem and other parts
een 'ronment? I8 f1F e
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louse launches
ook on water
resource laws

’I‘HE ‘House of Reprmentanves
Wednesday launched its latest publica-
tion enntled ‘I.ms,ExccutWe
smd Ji 'on Water
(1901-2022),” to serve as reference
policy researches on water.
Tingog party-list Rep. Yedda
rie Romualdez, in a message read
Davao de Oro Rep. Maria Car
Zamora, described the book la
ing as “a crucial step towards
implementing our laws and allowis

the preservation of our country
water resources.”
“It is our hope that this collab ta—
tion spearheaded by the 'Legislative
Inﬁsrmatmn Resource Management
artment (LRIMD) and the Legal
fairs Department (LAD) will op en

up more discussions and interests in
the topic and therefore promote public
partlclpatmn, Romualdez said. |
mualdez was principal author .gf

e Bill 21 calling for the “National
Framework for Water Resource "

Speake.r Ferdikand’ Martm Romualiies
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ANCO JOSE C. BARONA

E Philiﬂgine Coast Guard (PCG) on

Thursday

M. spotted in
‘Group (KIG) in
from March 16 t

“The PCG said that its
pascua identified Ching
Guard (CCG) vessel 52

The PCG added that th
ship tailed BRP Malap

patrolling Ayungin Sho}.

id several foreign vessels were
the vicinity of Kalayaan Island

D 21.

Chinese
cua at a

distance of approximatély 1,600

the West Philippine Sea (WPS)

RP Mala-  yards, ignoring warnings from the
se Coast  Philippine vessel. -
01 while “The vessel came as close as 1.2

nautical miles from the grounded
Philippine Navy vessel BRP Sierra
Madre during the encounter,” the
PCG said,

TIPS 8 £ | L1 e 11 (R

o

radz

In Sabina (Escoda) Shoal, the
same PCG patrol ship spotted the
presence of it least 20 Chinese and
Vietnamese vessels.

The PCQ also issued warnings
via radio against two CCG ves-
sels with baw numbers 5304 and
5305.

Off Pagdasa (Thitu) Island,
BRP Malapascug encountered a
People's Liberation Army-Navy
Type 056A Jiangdao 2 Class Mis-
sile Corvette with bow number
649 within the island’s 12 nautical
mile territoffial waters.

The PCG said the Philippine

Leed ML I

Mo
Nns

TAGE 1 DRNNER  EDITORIAL  © ARTODN
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4
DATE

e

vessel i
lenges.
sel issu
against

ssued multiple radio chal-
In return, the Chinese ves-
ed its own radio challenges
the PCC ship.

Ayungin Shoal, Sabina Shoal

and Pa

-asa Island are all inside

the Philippines’ Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone,

“PCG and Armed Forces of the
Philippines and the Area Task
Force-West's maritime patrol mis-
sions remain invaluable in pro-

' tecting and securing the country’s
rights and interests in the [West
Philippine Sea),” PCC. Comman-
dant Admiral Artemio Abu said.
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Melting
Antarctic could
Impact oceans
‘for centuries’

SYDNEY: Rapidly melting Antarctic ice threatens
to dramatically slow deep-water currents in the
world's r)!ceans, scientists say, impacting the spread
of fresh water, oxygen and life-sustaining nutrients
for. centuries.

New miodeling points to faster Antarctic ice melts
driving a 'substantial slowdown” of water circulation
in the ocean depths if global carbon emissions remain
high, researchers said in a study published in Nature
on Wednesday.

The “overturning circulation” of waters in the deep-
esl reachek of the oceans would slow by 40 percent by
2050 in a high-emissions scenario, according 1o the
study, which wamed of impacts that would last “for
centuries ta come.,”

If the model holds true, the deep ocean current will
be “on a trajectory that looks headed towards col-
lapse," said University of New South Wales (UNSW)
climate professor Matthew England, who coordinated
the study.|

Trillions of tonnes of cold, highly salty and oxygen-
rich water sink atound Antarctica each year, sendinga
deep-water current northwards to the Indian, Pacific
and Atlantic oceans, scientists say,

The g {._,reater volumes of melting ice make the An{-
arctic w1tars less dense and salty, however, slowing the
deep-water circulation with consequences for climate,
sea level and marine ecosystems,

“If ‘the oceans had lungs, this would be one of |
them, 1ng!and sud AFP
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