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'ban in areas affecfed
should~cl>1fttinue:

1

'HE Bureau f Fisht:ries and
Aquatic Resou ces (BF~I.R) has
r~commended at fishlng bans
iri mun.icipalitie affected by the
oll spill in Orie tal Mimdoro be
continued, sayi initial analyses
on food safety in ffected areas are
not ye conclusi

The agency s d water samples
icollected and a yzed from the
I affected municip 'ties of Bansud,
Bongabong, Bul acao, Calapan,
Glo,ria,Mansalay, aujan, plinama-

: I - - ..;,:-,--_-:-

he.p displaced
esterr Visayas.
BFAI ~ also de loyed t1~6nitor-

. I d ill I~ ,lng, contro , an urve ance ves-
sel as well as pe sonal prorective
equipment and 0 er mateldals for
cl, l-UP activitie while aJk~tional
inti .rvennons are so being prepo-
si. oned based 0 rehabl~rtation
pre posals from he oil l;j!)ill-hit
areas.

r Punzalan Jr. could
estimate as to when

ompletely clear the

our accounting, our
60 percent. So this
ress in our effort to

"'he Philippin Coast Guard
(Pf.G) said it i makinjr good
progress in the c ean-up of fuel
oil (hat spilled fr m the sunken
MT Princess Em ess off Naujan
in Oriental Mind o.

rowever, PC depu~r com-
mandant for opera .ons Vice Adm.

I - - -
~ GO' '. .Humerlito olor saiC~lheoil

sp has it ready re ched th1:Itowns
of aca and San eodoro.

ilor said gre e and oil:have
bee. detected in arine prbtected
areas in Baco and an Teodoro,

"This means it' no longer safe
to swim a-id it's n safe to flsh (in
thes.e areas) for n ," Dolor said.

Around P1.5 'on wdrth of
assi .tance has be n provided to
communities in B tangas affected
by 1:Jeoil spill, a cording to the
Department of So ial Welf:u~eand
Development (DS ).

This brings the total humani-
tans.n assistance p ovided to 163
barsngays affecte by the l>u spill
ill ~Irien:al Mindo a and Pal.awan
in Himaropa, Ba, ngas irl Cala-
barzon, and Anti ue in \'lWttstern

BFA~ sait! ~t is continuously
analyzin~ an~ monitoring the af-
fected alfas t~ stablish rime-.seri~s
results o~ the pact of the oil spill
with regard tp ood safety.

. "Succfe~g analyses should be
considered tp ensure seafood is
safe forjUbliC onsumption. Rest
assured hat e Bureau is fast-
tracking the b,' ot~tory analyses
without om, omising the accu-
racy of ata, hich serves as the
basis fo its r commendations,"
the agen sai

BFAR also s id it has been as-
sisting 10 •al g ernment units, es~
-- f--- -1') _' ~

ernment age c ~s, volunteers and
residents1 are orking hard to ad-
dress the probl In.

"In the, co . g days, maybe we
will haveJ' clear icture as to when,
more or ess, can hit what we
call the e dpo t that we are aspir-
ing," said Pun an. '

"But a~ of w, as I have said,
our oP,er,tiont n the ground are
contin~lt sai Punzalan.

Ina stl1jtemt!t, PCG said it has
cOllected~,tO~f 13,383 liters of
oilywater Imix e and 139 sacks of
oil-contarp.ina~e materials during
offshore ,=leaq.p from March 1
to 29.

In its shereli
cy said 3,9f7.S
of wasfe tave
barangays N
Pola tow's in
during the, same

Meanwhile,

cleanup, the agen-
cks and' 22 drums
en collected in 13
'an,Bulalacao, and
riental Mindoro
eriod. ~
riental Mindoro

the 6ilsp~~.
DSWD saidJ't~'Snow in the pro-

cess of d9wnl 'g funds to the
lOcal.govefnm~ units in Batan~as
province or implementation
of the 1 -da work under the
Cash-for-fork ( FW) program.

As of rester- ay, DSWP said
10,,417 ber:fiia ies of the cash-for-work ro r 1m (CFW) from
Oriental in ro and Palawan
have recei.,ed ~ ancial assistance
amountin to l ~.6 million while
800 peopl fro Antique benefit-
ted from~e P. 3 million worth

I, I

of financi 'I as i tance under the
cash for frk I gram.

DSWD raid t has also released
P25.082 ~·o financial assis-
tance undd the 'sistance to Indi-
viduals in risi ituations (AICS),
which benEfitte4,667 beneficiaries I

in Oriental . 4 ro and Palawan.-
WithJoce~n ~ ntemayor

I

'rovincial government
of Oriental . doro, in terms of
relief and li1elihood aid since the
onset of the oil spill.

The bure has so far allocated

~

4.4 rnillio of livelihood assis-
nce in the ,orm of post-harvest

I echnologypackages that will
enefit ten sherfolk associations
d coopera ives or 689 families.
About Pl.5 million has also been

Ifarmarked f<?rfood assistance to
£,000 affectec!lfisherfolk in Mima-
opa while P$80,SOOwas spent to

• ••••••••••••• h ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••
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I I
HE Department f Ag~i-
culture-Bureau 01 Fish r-
ies and Aquatic Re 4>urcrs

(DA-B AR)hasrecommen edfish-
ing ba 1 s in oil spill-affect d ~refs
in Ori ntal Mindoro; I

Th ~overnmenthas.bee evalh-
ating ontaminant levels i fwatfr
and fis ery resources to de e mine
if fish and other seafood i thefe
areas re safe for public co umr-
tion, hd if .fishtng bans slhou d
be lift d by the local gave ~me t
units GUs) concerned.

Th 1 results were can ~steI'lt
with t e findings of the D1BF~R
in its irst batch of analys $: that
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minimal amounts
aromatic hydro car
in fish and seafoo

"Water sample
the affected muni
[Bansud, Bongabo
Mansalay, Naujan,
and Caluya, Anti
'minimal levels of
dard stated by the
and Natural Reso
2016-08 for fishin
and grease]," the

Meanwhile, fish
from the same area
level contaminant

PAH, which is
living organisms',
marine organisms

These samples
of March, makingt cu
due to the possibi i ~
further because of
tion, and more PA s
marine organisms.

TheDA-BFARco in uslyanalyzesaneilmoni-
tors the area to es abli time-series results on
the impact of the '1 s 11with regard tp food
safety. Succeeding n,aly s should be considered
to ensure seafood i saf r public consumption.

"Rest assured th I ureau is fast-tracking
the laboratory anal s .1 houtcompromising the
accuracy of data, w .ch I rves as the basis for its
recommendations," he AR said.

Findings and rec 1 dations will be shared
with the public and , ed government offices
as soon as data bee vailable.

Moreover, the D notes that the Bureau •
has been assisting GU especially the p rovin-
cial government of iri 'I al Mindoro, in terms
of relief and liveli od id since the on s et of
the oil spill. I

To date, the bure already allocated P4.4
million worth ofliv assistance in the form

I
of post-harvest tec '01 Y packages which will
benefit 10fisherfol as ciations and cOI!'pera-
trves-or 689 familie .
'~ ~bout pl.:thnillio w-a' 18~earm.arked foidOO'd,
assistance to 5,000 fec Jd fisherfolk in ~ una-
ropa, while P580,50 pent to help displaced
fishing groups in W ter isayas.

The bureau has dFplo d monitoring, c(:lIltrol
and surveillance (11~S) ssels, as well all PPE
sets and other mate ials r clean-up activities.

Additionalinterv hti s are also being prepo-
sitioned based on re bi ; ation proposals from
the oil spill-hit area Ra e S. Sausa , _'

oi nd grease and pel,ly-cyclic
ns ~ :AH)levels were, sent
ro he affected areal~I

01 e ted and analyzed from
pal ies of Or ient al Mindoro
,B: I alacao, Calapan, Gloria,

ina IIalayan, Pola, and Roxas]
e 0 March 9 to 12 showed

il an' rease, within the stan-
ent of the Environment
Administrative Order
[less than 3.0 mg/L oil

R said.
I s collected and analyzed

rch 4 and 5 showed low-
H, it added.
,I to humans and other

umulate in the flesh of

lected in the early days
ent situation uncertain
1:the spill had spread
urrent and wind direc-

y have accumu!;il1:ed in
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Wecommend he quick response
of all national a loca agencies in
addressing this atas rophe, par-
ticularly the De ltrri nt 'of Social
Welfare and Dev lopm nt, Depart-
ment of Labor an Rmp~yment and
theDepartmet;tto Envi onmentand
Natural Resource to t is environ-
mental disaster, ~earl er called on
theDSWDandD .Etoi mediately
utilize the approp ~atefjunds under
their respective b ?get.t to provide
aid to residents af ected

l
by the inci-

dent, particularly 'rj. providing cash
, aid and cash-for- ork programs so
thatthey can put £ od onltheir tables
and pay for the me ~cale~penses re-
sulting from the i I ~pen~.Under the
2023 General Ap ropriations Act,"
which we sponso ed as Chairman
of the Committe~ on Fihance, P37
billion was allocat d tot e DSWD's

inipacts

press sunk
t has reached
00 liters of

shave been
OOOfami-



critical marl f. ha itats.
, NBTis a ~mer ing type of tour-

ism tha "b i~ds0 the draw of na- .
. ture" enco passi g activities that
include leis I r~ tr vel largely influ-
enced by t e~pur ose of enjoying
natural attr 9tion and engaging in

. a variety of utdo r activities.
Consider d as he most diverse

country on per ectare basis, the
Philippines ~s i entified 247 key
biodiversit [are s-covering 7.8
million hec res, i eluding 147 ter-
restrial and' to arine sites.

One of t e ma~marine sites af-
fected by th il s ill was the Verde
Island pa.ssa tin b' tween Batangas,
Mindoro, ",rin uque, and Rom-
blon. It is tl le pri e center of the
Coral Triang e or ~e world's epicen-
ter of mari .e bio iversity. Another
destination 1!: ris and being closely
monitoted ~ ~posF.iblebreach is the
Tubbataha e~fN1turalParkinPala-
wan thit, w, s clas.rified as a Unesco
World Herit ,e Si'7 in 1993 and rec-
ognized as tOP~iVing site in theI 'world. The ~par ment of Tourism
already ex esse its grave concern
astheageno isex ectingmoreareas
to be hit bYithe oi~leak and at least
34 cruise s p~arerxpetted to arrive
in Mindoro, ¥arif,duque, Romblon,
and Palaw I fhis ear.

In relati n to this threat faced
by the cour~y's ~OdiverSitY, I filed
Senate Res, l~tio No. 472 to create
policy refo ;s a d budgetary ex-
penditures . ed at developing the
Philippines ote tial of becoming
the leading unt y in the world for

Till :

T. It suggests that
eworks that create

angara@yahoo.coml/ia;;e-
I \

ram: @sonnvangara

D D D
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

1- 2
DATE



----_ .._---_ .._---_._---_._-------- ._--
:-;0111 TH;lf

(·0 flfJ//lJ('/UIO(1

.If "
" ."'~ •••.•.. --.- •• (1111 ,1111'1';

"-, '.- .~,,-.-. ......
~.;I rI It,

lilt 1

. ~~]
"IV.!I:

tvl
1/1'I'r:R

[:]
Inwrn

[:::]
t'I\Gr: I
SInl!V

-] [-----'
NNr:R nmOR11\1

lORY

[~
r:I\Rl()ON

a - 31

--0.. . .__
_ ._-_._-_. --- -------- ----_._-

D/lTi'

I riental
i Mindoroth be place
under state
of calamity

Oriental Mindoro Gov. Humer . 0
lorulwantsthe entire province pIa d
der a state of calamity due to e

il spi I from the sunken motor ta h
mnce~sEmpress.

I IDolpr said he directed the Provin .
. ttrrRiskReductionand Managem t

.ce to prepare a recommendation r
calamity declaration in view of lat t

sifuati<j>nalreports from the Departm t
f Environment and Natural Resour

(~NR) and Department of Health.
II P~ of the province initially affe

the oil spill had earlier been plac
der a state of calamity.
DOlf:rsaid the provincial govemm
giv n~ priority to these areas
ure that food and livelihood wo
provided to affected residents.

e ~aidjust compensation should
en £0affected communities.
,Ang proseso pwedeng legal
ica~le settlement. Ita ay as far as
ple are concerned. Kaya individ
claims, insurer at individual, hi
01l1ctive,"Dolor said.
he pnovincial government w I
ur~ that fisherfolk will recei f
pers~tion considering that it h :s

n a m~nth since fishing bans we
oseldin affected areas, he said.

. Coastal cleanup.
eanwhile, Philippine Coast Gu.

G) ViceAdmiral Rolando Punzal
Jr ported yesterday that cleanup of
p rcent of the shorelines affected by
oi spill had been completed.

I This is good progress sa ati
p tatanggaI po ng langis sa m

ektuhannamgacoastlines,"Punzal
sei at yesterday' sLagingHanda fo

e cited the assistance provided
c~a ~ards from Japan, South Kor a .

theFnited States as well as exper
fri Fta9ce and the US Navy, w

i ed in the country on Wednesda . I

He said it has yet to be determine
w en ,he coastal cleanup will I

. .sheq e~en as he gave assurance th ;
th PCG and other stakeholders
w rking double time.

-' Romina Cabrera, Robertzo
R irez
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ed on the latest report
DOH (Department of
ENR (Department of
Natural Resources), I
o (Provincial Disaster
d Management Office)
ommendation to declare
in the whole province,

NE!)(tpage

r.J ..
F" mAl

not just for the area first affected by
sp 11,"Dolor said.

Meanwhile, as recent tests . [de
m imal traces of oil and grease th
pr vince's spill-affected areas, the B ea
of Fisheries and Aquatic Res ce
(B f\R) recommended Thursda I
keep the fishing bans in the t
municipalities,

The agency, in a statement, be i·ve
the initial analyses are not yetconc iv:
evidence as far as food safety is cone e
since the samples were collected .
th, early days of March. I

Large parts of Oriental Mindoro fe
affected by an oil spill causedb I th
sinking of motor tanker Princess E.n1fjres~Fjll
which was carrying 900,000 lite ' 0
industrial fuel oil.

Thousands of fishermen and the'
families are now part of thegov ~nt'
cash-for-work program after fishing ban
were imposed in the affected waters.

The Department of Social Welf an
Development said it has given at eas
P38.1 million in aid to affected famils.

BFAR has been monitoring th
situation in areas affected by the oi ~pill
with regular evaluation of the con inan
levels' water and fishery resources.

These determine if fish and' othe
seafood in these areas are safe fo bli
consumption and if fishing bans soul
be Jifted by the local government uni
(UiUs) concerned.

It said that water samples colle an
analyzed from the affected municip litie
of Bansud, Bongabong, BulaI cao !

Calapan, Gloria, Mansalay, N [an
Pinamalayan, Pola, and Roxas, ~.
Ca~uya,Antique on March 9 to 12 sh :f
that the levels of oil and grease were ' .
the standards approved by the DE

Meanwhile, fish samples colI an
analyzed from the same areas on arc
4 to 5 showed low-level contami an
or polycyclic aromatic hydroc n
(p~. (See full story onlin a
m4nilastandllrtLnet) .



to ~tgan,
Oilslicks from I e suJ.~ MITPrincess slick in an .F

Empress were see m~~ng toward the Claud ~n arquez of the' DSWD-6
coasts of Na\.Ija and Pola, Oriental DisasterR sE s ManagementSections
Mindoro. I the assista ce 0 people living in three i

"The slicks flo~ ipg iljlthe area around land-bara l?,ay f Caluyawas composed f
the sunken tanker ~ow that oil was still financiala Cil f packs.
leaking out as ofye terdat,March28," the Bulk 0 ~!h ssistance was, in cas ,
UniversityoftheP " pin sMarineScience , which, as ~ dnesday, March 29, ha
Institute said in a ,ilileti on Wednesday reached P' 8,15 illion and covers thre
venlng,March 29. l DSWDpro~ram - emergency cash trans

"Oil spill trajec ties or March 25 to fer (ECT),~ash r work (CFW)and aid i
pril3 forecast that e 5 ill may be head- crisis situa~on CS).
d for Pola, Naujan, ehd ong the coast to. "The a ou t will rise as we still hav
alapan, Oriental 'OdO~,,, the institute not finishe th istribution to our targe
dded. . beneficiarie ," rquez said.

This predict·on I as a~cording to the The DS. .so released 8,300 fo
S National 0 ea lc and Atmospheric packsworthf4. millionand 85l!lon-foo
dministrationrepo [' d~ satelliteimag- items wo fI8 150.
s taken atlO"5 am. Tu sday, March 28. A total0 i,19 amilies 0<27,14'; persons

Meanwhile, the pa ment of Social wereaffect j!)y oilslickfromthe sunken
. elfare and D~velopm nt (DSWD)-6 tankerM/T: c sEmpressinfolilI'baran_
WestemVisayasJhaseKten edP'42.78mil- gays in Calu - egna, Semirara, Sibolo,
on in aid to reside ts aft ted by the oil and Tinogboll(L Cabatoand TairaYap)
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Roxas City, Ca iz- To ch lacterize envi-
ronmental dis sters and h w people and
governments espond to em, environ-
mental hum ities scho r Rob Nixon

coined the term I slow violet ce,' which he
defines as "violence that occur gradually and
out of sight, a viqlence of d [layed destruc-
tion that is dispersed across t me and space,
an attritional violence that i typically not
viewed as violenc at alL" Nix n offered var-
ious examples of is kind of olence-from.
the toxic pollutio from petro hemical infra-
structure to the co struction 0 mega dams-
noting that these inds of slo violence can-
not match the po\ tical and e otional power
of "falling bodies, burning to ers, exploding g of MT Princess Empress, a
heads, avalanches, volcanoes, d tsunamis." as i s re orted lack of permit, raises

I cannot help ut be remin ed of this con- of hy the ferry carrying 800,000 Iter
ceptwhenIthinko the oil spill in our country. dus rial fuel and oil sank-and hy i

The Guimaras oil spill in 12006 is surely allo ed to operate in the first pla e. A
the most notorio s among t be. Sinking in im ras, catastrophic damage ens d
Panay Gulf, with ver 2.1 mill on liters of oil, an s st 11 spreading-across Mindoro, ala
the demise of MT Solar 1-0 rated by Sun- . w~ an Batangas, compromising tfie rd
shine Maritime D velopment orp. and hired Isl ryd P ssage, a critical waterway bo fo
by Petron Corp. remains 0 'e of the coun- co lrner e and biodiversity.
try's worst enviro mental dis fters. Environ- Ir fa mess to then President Glori
mental and soci economic rvas~ation en- ca ~gal rroyo, she herself led the rec e
sued within week , with vari s. species and eff ~t i Guimaras, visiting the islan an
habitats+from angroves t, coral reefs- fo ming n interagency task force withi tw
affected, and man livelihood from fishing w e.fs 0 the spill. In contrast, President ¥a
to ecotourism-l st. After a ew months of co as ot shown the same commitme t an I

public attention,' the Guima as spill quick- se e of urgency that matches the gra ty a
ly faded away in ublic cons ousness, even th itu tion. Indeed, it's been over a ant
as the process of ecovery an rehabilitation si c th spill but demands for assis anc ,
lasted for over a' ecade. ac unt bility, and reparations remain cyg

Mean;while, t e Mindoro il spill, which ly me -arid the cleanup itself has ee
happened just a month ago r Feb. 28~off dEi ribe by environmental advocat
Mindoro, is an iltustration 0 slow violence "sl "a d "lackluster."
taking place in r al time, Li e MT Solar 1, orr spondingly, the media and bli
where initial inq iries impli ated overload- at ttio also hasn't been commen rat
ing and incompet nce as con ributory to the wi the magnitude of the spill.
sinking, the "en ine proble s" that led to sid from the inevitable desensiti atio glasco@inquirer.com h

~------ll~I:t- r-t-"----------+r--Hl-----·--~--

yiolence 0T Iii spills
to any event, what ca explain the relative
lack of attention towar the Mindoro oil spill?
Are we affected by a land-based t linking':
that sees water not as a matter of concern;
a domain outside our veryday lives? What
are the factors that c nstrain our people's
ecological consciousn s? I am rem nded of .
what Kuya [un-Iun, a uide in Masu-gl, told
me weeks ago: "The pr blem with Fi ipinos is
that people don't care bout water, hey just
throw things in the rver without thinking
where it would end u in." And what urban
geographer Kristian S guin wrote 0" Laguna
de Bay: that people im gine it as "convenient
frontier, a ready and pl able source ol fish and
domestic water, and a a sink for wastes and
floodwaters": Somethi g that may be said of
our bodies of water.

Part of it, too, is t at people's attention
and outrage ils dire ted elsewhere; even
environmentalists are spread hin with so
many issues to raise from the con.:truction
of Kaliwa Dam. to the still-uncertain fate of
Sibuyan Island. For ny Filip nos, too, the
mayhem in M.etro M nila-whethE r in Ni-
noy Aqui o Internatio al Airport or the Ma-
nila Metro Rai.lTransit System-are far more
pressing problems.

But the president mains the cl ef driv-
er of popular and p litical attention--just
look at Duterte's inord nate focus on drugs-
which is why his (i )action matters even
more so; Whi.le he a much of the nation
can afford to keep th Mindoro oi spill, in
Nixon's words, "out 0 sight," the s, e can-
not be said of more th n 34,000 fam Hes(and
counting)-and coun ess species- that are
suffering the consequ nces of an ecological
and governmental me s that we ought to call
out for what it is: viol nee.
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ent Secretary Antonia
Yulo-Lo agashowed.

Loyz ga also recognized
Metro ark Waste Manage-
:ment for its "pioneer] 19 waste
manage ent system in the
Philipp in s."

The company's sanitary
landfill i the only facility in
Southeas Asia that is interna-
tionally ertified in environ-
ment anagement system,
occupati nal health and safe-
ty and uality management
system, e added. IGIUEL R.
C;:JI,MUS INQ



pr~poS~d was o-energy ii ilitya 'go · ,
~RK~!- ',m,~~,~~"?iy sustainablli y thrU!)t~:ad~,~~",."
midaloominggarbagecrisis, Secretary Antonia Yulo- of aste-to-energy facilities

he proposed $2S0-million Loyzaga of the Department of er the Department
aste-to-en~rgy investment of Environment and Natural is ed in November 2019
roject is a 'good fit" to the Resources (DENR) agreed A ministrative Order
ustainabilil)( thrusts of New with Zosa and alsowelcomed 20 9-21. She said the AO
ark City; said Aileen Zosa, the plan for a. trash thermal co tains guidehnes cr- the

residentand CEOoftheBases tieatment plant in Central es ablishment of waste-to-
onversionand Development Luzon.• , en rgy facility that comply
uthority (BCDA). "Wewould liketo seemore wi h-theemissions standards
"We w~nt to make of Metro Clark's projects t.ike u er the Clean Air Act of
ew Clark City a livable, off because this would mean 19 9, and the reguI,llions
alkable, sustainable, and more green investments u er the Clean WaterAct of

fficientcommunity.Wewant pouring into our country. 2 and the ToxicSubs ances,
o ensure tHat our garbage Apart from creating jobs, w H zandousandNuclea. Waste
re efficiently collected and arealsotookingat lengtheni A of1990.

disposed," said Zosa at last the lifespan of sanitar The DENR chief cited the
eek's 20th anniversary landfills and improving ou it granted to the waste-

celebration bf Metro Clark environmental outlook,' t energy facility in Puerto
Waste Management Corp. Yulo-Loyzaga said in he P incesa, Palawan, which
MCWMC), operator of the message read by the DEN g nerates 5.S megawatts of
first and largest engineered Undersecretary Juan Migue el ctricity from 110 ons of
sanitary landfill in the Cuna, . m nicipal waste.
hilippines, TheDENRchiefapplaude Sanitary engineer Holger
Z 0 sa's, s tat e men t MCWMCfor its "pioneerin H 1st of Plambeck Emirates

was in reaction to the. waste management systern i d that the Philippines is in
announcem~nt of MCWMC t middle _ofa solid waste
and its international partner, c isis. He said that as the
Plambeck Emirates, of their c untry generates solid waste
plan to upgrade their current a the rate of40,000tons aday,
solid.wast~ management it existing landfills sre fast
system into "lwaste-to-energy ching their limit
facility before their sanitary Once installed, the
landfillreachesits fullcapacity CWMC waste-to-~nergy
in a few years. p ant would become the first

Zo~a.said Metro Clark's 5 ch facility in Clan; New
unsolicited proposal for a arkCity, and thePhilippines.
waste-to-energy facility has MCWMC serve over
the potential to become a 1 0 local government units
demonstrallon for other ( GUs) and 1,000 industrial
en vironmen t-f r ie n d Iy ents in Central Luzon.
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-Waterworks and Sewe age -
administrator Jose Do ado
v said the two water co ces-
the MWSSto aJi,lthe
irrent water allocation f SO
r second by two crns.
looking at the:projecti ns.
nsult with PAGASA t be
. te if we can i;Jtord to in-
cations," David said.
amed that the duratio
fer interruptior'L'Would
e NWRB rejectille requ
ouseholds in Calooc n,
ti, Malabon, :Mllmtinlu a,
, Parafiaque, Pasay e-
enzuela as well as as
the cities of Bacoor d

18 of Kawit, Noveleta d
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Board (
reducing
Manila
cording t

Each c
an alloca
per seco

Howev I, the NWRB is rep
edly look ng to lower it to 48 cu i~
meters p second, the opposite or
what the etropolitan Waterwo k

a d Sewerage System (MWSS) has I
b en asking.

Maynilad earlier announced
that consumers might have to
endure longer service interrup-
t,ons starting next month, as their

~

oss-.portal arrangement with the
anila Water Company will nOI

1 nger be extended.
I "This development will mean

less upply for Maynilad to dis-
tfibute, resulting in longer dail

ce interru tion sched les
ng April 1," MaYI:liladsai in
tement.

'RBExecutive Director S '1-
avid Jr. said they are stud ing
ituation andlookingfor e
alternative to keep the w. ter
ly stable.
e MWSS, on the other h nd,
it:is prepared to do cloud s ed-
(I induce rain.

FRAN! IS EA.RL CU TO
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The pi i of masked boobies
(Su a d tyla~a) produced two
eggs 0, hur day, raising hopes
that eff ts t .increase the pop-
ulation, 0 the~bird' which reap-
peared the Tubbataha Reefs
Natural Par (TRNP) seven
years a d, are paying off.

Ace ~dinl to the manage-
ment f TR~roP,park rangers
have be J mOf'taring "Amihan"
and "All *"at e Bird Islet in the
north a Iof e park since they
were fi s sp tted there. The
birds g thei names-Filipino
terms f no east monsoon
and \va ~res ecuvely+follow-
ing an 0 ine oll conducted by
T~PI ye.

"W~ av some 'egg-cit-
ing' ne ~ to share with you
all. Our elovled masked boo-
by fami ha expanded once
agai ,t t' . ti e with the addi-
tion of e f eshly laid eggs,"
the TR sai in a post on its
official ceb ok page:

~It e ms that Alon and
Amihan ha e been busy
during eir downtime, and
we coul 'r Je more thrilled
about it] eei g out feathered
friends ow heir family and
perpetu t th species is such
a joy," it a ded,

In J I 2012, Amihan suc-·
cess fully tched her first chick.

The rd was deemed ex-
tinct un Iit rehppeared o~ the
islet bac n 2116, after around
20 y ars nee t was last seen.

isi gmore
The ask d booby, also

called t e ma ked gannet or

seabird th long, pointed
yellowis ill, long neck, an
aerodyn ic body, long, slen-
der wing nd ~ pointed tail.

The ~ult tOObY is bright
white wi blac wings, a black
tail and a ark face mask."

They est ~n colonies on
islands a atops far from the
mainland nd close to deep
water req re~or foraging.

Amid cli ng populations,
the rnaske 00 yis still consid-r-_ ~

I

~
UPPERo
LOWER

ereda "leas
the Internati
servationo

TheTR
to raise the
boobies in

As of
three mas
bataha: A
their first
park range
hatched las

"The
Tubbataha
on average
Since 2020,
let has laid
Retch Alab
officer, tol
phone inte

Accordi
first seven owever, un-
successful. I rst six eggs
did not hatc w the seventh
egg hatched 1 bl the juvenile
bird died af r fi months,

The m ~e booby eggs
undergo an ~ c tion period
of 38 to 45 ys,

boobies in
or two eggs

imes a year.
ird in the is-

ording to
a great di-

ife, includ-
.ns, sharks,
I n wrasse,
ports over
al and al-
fish. It also
e few re-
f breeding
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of masked boobies named"A han" a d "Alan" watch over their new eggs on the Bir slet ~ ubbataha Reefs in Pal<lll'anon Thur day, The bird, which reappeared
o years, lays one or two eggs 0 r tim s a year, rangers at the national park say, -PHO 0 COU GEMENT
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Wante
'CI m te warriors'
s the nited Nations (UN) ',~
wind down the obser-I
vance f the International

Women's Mo I activities to mark Ii
A~ril as the Ea Month kicked o~
la t Saturday. ith the ceremonial
s itching off simultaneously of
al electric li hts, the resulting
d¥"kness sim ated efforts to help
cool down PI et Earth from the effects of the global
w~rming. ,

The UN h s been SUPPorti~nhe l/E~rth Hour"
car,paign initi ted by the World ide Fund for Nature
starting in 200 Since then, the "E HOlfr" is observ.ed
every last Satuday of March each ear tq encourage In- '
diyiduals, co unities, and busin sses 1Pturn off non-
essential elect c lights for 60 I?inu e~on~y,.or on~ ho~r. ,

'Like the res f other countries th t participated in this
anhual event, ectric lights all over e Plii,·liPPineswere
tutned off fro 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p. lasf March 25. On
the Earth Hou !website, the WWF dr Nature declares:
"Etrth Hour ai s to increase a~ar ness and (to~spark
global convers tions on protecting l)ature, tackhr:g the
clipate crisis, d working togeth ]0 shape a brighter
futpre for us I." Through this, e wWF credits the
"E rth Hour" ampaign as having led to other global
act ons related ~ocurbing climate lfng. , , .

a video s tement released las ~aturdaXt President
Fe .nand "Bo bong" Marcos Jr.~P M) Jxhorted every
Fill inothroug utthecountrytop cipateandsupport
the Earth Hour. 'It only takes 6~ . ~tes ~od.o good .for
our future. 60 utes to take notice co~t to savmg
Mo er Nature be united and take ·0.(1, r the President
cit~. "Because t gether, nothing is im OssibJe.Let's switch
off d give m er nature 60 min t!S to breathe," the
Chi f Executive ade this impassion appeal.

t the Kapin sa Manila Bay new orum last Wedne-
da~ Senate pre .dent pro tempore dren Legarda wel-
c~ed the "Ea h Hour" report of e Department of
E~~~gy (DOE) at i( generated as uch as 62.69 mega-
watts (MW) of e ctricity / power sav ~. "T e Earth Hour
syrribolizes an lsimply reminds us ,tp co mune with
Mo~er Earth," nthused Sen.Legar ••' a N champion
for limate Ch ge initiatives. 1

Since 2008, e Philippines has en participant
to t liS global c paign to save the Ian t Earth. The
eleCtricity savi s in this year's "E th our" in the
Phi4ppines, ho ever, were lower n tHe 65.32 MW
rec0fted last ye by the DOE.

II hose savin (in elec- ..j...4_...,......,.._ ..•........•
trici use) are e uivalent
to l\ke buildi a new
power plant. (Bu ) It is just,
a drop in the bu et," Sen.
Legarda mused.

A staunch g
of environment-

~Legarda
pratic By begged:
"Let's make all our
laws Qrk,"

11
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neral AssembI Vion We nesday adop :ed
a Resolution :dlling t e International

I e (ICJ) to layout the tate obligatio "lS
es 1 protecting Ear'~l' s clim te and the legal
ce ey face if they don't. As e world body's
th Resolution - cqsponsor d by more d'.

ates, including the Phili pines - "would
ral Assembly, tljlE!UN an Member Sta tes
der and strongin; c1imat action that our
rately needs."

a could not ali;·ee mo e. She vows 10
proposed law jio revive the Reserve Of-
Corps (ROTC) 'flatwill evelop II Jim 1~
g the J.iBpino outh A er aIJ,s ,e is a

ij ~ I~[LM-J-----...-
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U v t s
rule on
WASHINGTON-TheUni edNa-
tions (UN) General Assem Iyvot-
ed on Wedne~1ay to pass a esolu-
tion asking t,e world's to court
to define the pbligations 0 .states
to combat clirate change, a legal
opinion that could drive co ntries
to take str01ger measur sand
clarify international law.

The historic resolutio seek-
ing an adviso~ opinion fr m the
International iH0urt of Just ce was
inspired by P~cific island Iw stu-
dents and pas~~dwith a co ensus
vote, after a fopr-year ca paign
led by the Repllplic ofVanu tu.

"Such an oPi.nion woul assist
the General Ajssembly, t e UN
and Member ~tates to t e the
bolder and str?nger clim te ac-
tion that our "lr1rldso desp rately
needs'''UNseCl!ftaryGene alAn-
tonic Guterre said. An a .sory
opinion would ot be bin ng on
any jurisdicti~~ ~u~ could ~nfiu-
ence future negrtlatlOns.

Vanuatu p~iEe Minist r Ish-
mael Kalsakall I aid it "will ave a
powerful and p sitive imp ct on
how we address climate c ange
and protect present and ture
generations."

"Together we will s nd a
loud and clear message no only
around the world but far in 0 the
future that on this very d_ ,the

people of the UN acting through
their governments decided to
leave aside differences and work
together t~ tackle the defining
challenge of our time," he said
before the General Assembly.

Vanuatu pushed for the resolu-
tion, leading a c~re group of 18
countries rangirg from Costa
Rica to Ge~any.

It could take the court around
18 months Ito issue an advisory
opinion that could clarify finan-
cial Obliga~iOnS ~ountries have
on climat change, help them
revise an enh~nce national
cli~ate pl~ns submitted to the
ParIS Agreef.ent; and strengthen
domestic p~licies and legislation.

Vanuatu and other vulnerable
countries ~e alrrady grappling
with powe im~acts of a heat-
ing planet. he s~uth Pacific is-
land natio has ~een slammed
by powerftd climate-fueled cy-
clones, including two this month
~hat left 1~~ of its fOPulation still
m evacuatlpr centers,

Austral~,n ForeignMinister
Penny Wong saidlAustralia was
among 130countries to co-sponsor
the resolution, w~ich was "a key
example of J?acifi~IIsland leaders
driving gIobCljlclimate action".

On the er~ of'the vote, Vanuatu
diplomats, re still trying to win

sWorl S-~1- S
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support from Chi
the two bigg st g
emitting coun; ries

The United Sta
port the resolutio
Assembly.

"We belie eta diplomacy
- not an int rna i nal judicial
process - is the st effective
path forward for a v ncing global
efforts to tacIhe t climate cri-
sis," a seniortide administra-
tion official s d.

The latest epo y the Inter-
governmenta Pa~ on Climate
Change warned th t 0 limit glob-
al warming to 1.5 d rees Celsius,
greenhouse giS e .ssions must
be nearly halv db 2 30.

Bangladesh s fo gn secretary
called the res luti 's passage a
"defining monrent' at can help
bridge the ga~ be elm climate
finance promises ade to vul-
nerable coun ries nd what is
delivered.

"Despite ett r needs for
financing, we see rowing ex-
penditure in milit budgets or
armaments of fun i g wars and
conflicts or even b ling out com-
panies during a fin cial crisis,"
he said. "We hope t i resolution
and consequent ad . ory opinion
will provide a ette nderstand-
ing of the leg I im ication of

Iimate hange under .nterna-
fional la ."

The r suIting advise opin-
1 n coul be a vital inp .t to the
burgeoni g clirnate-drven law-
suits aro nd the world. I'here are
wards f 2,000 cases ending

I orldwid .
"Adec sion from the CJ could
very i fluentia witf- courts
ound t e world that re faced
ith the rowing number of cli-
ate cha ge cases," said v1ichael
rrard, director of Cclurnbia
iversi s Sabin Center for Cli-
teCha geLaw
Other i ternati-i ,11 CI rts and

t ~bunals re also )e..ng asked to
clarify an define the law around
climate 0 ligations, ncluding the'
Inter-Am rican Court 0 Human
]liights an the Internati mal Tri-
bunal for he Law of the Sea.

The Pa ific island law) dents
celebrate the vote, fo rr years
II ter they suggested an ICJ reso-
lution to uatu officials,

"We ar just ecstatic that the
I,irld has listened to the Pacific
y~uth and has chosen to take ac-
t ion" on t e idea that "sta rted in a '
Pacific cla sroom four ye: rs ago,"
said Cyn ia Houni .ihi, Solomon
13 ands ba ed President of Pacific r
Island Stu ents Fighting Climate
qlange. - euters
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TI1E United tions General Asse bly Ihas adopted by
apnsensus a r solution introduced by Vanuatu to request
tre Internatie al Court, of Justice t, define the "legal con-

sequences" for state which "have caused ~nifi,cant harm to the
climate system and ther parts of the en ~ronrhent. /I

The resolution, co ponsored by more aln 13l' member-states,I has been hailed as giant step in determ +ng he legal re.spon-
sibility l:ountri~s ha for the changing c1~ ate nd its impacts.

The resolution r ected the frustrat] p not only of Vanu- .I atu buj other vul rable countries ov n th~huge disparity
between the rheto .c and action on cli ate hange.

The climate sum it in Glasgow in 20, had eld out a lot of
promise for a globa effort to finally lim~ rar ing to manage-
able le'[eis. That go I eventually proved t? be overambitious.
Unable, to reach a onsensus, the part qpaJs settled for a
watered-down agre ment to submit a, bre iable plan the
followi: g year to c t emissions in 203 ,and pledged faster
reductijms in coal se and fossil fuel s bsidies. '

The su~mit also odged the sens'tiv~ ifsue of making rich
polluters pay repara ons to countries th~ust4in heavy losses
from extreme weat r events.

The ~l~n was for ~eveloped countrie to PfY poorer ones
. $100 billion a year for climate change itigation by 2023.

That amo~nt turne lout to be paltry, aft r studies showed the
costs of climate cha ge running into t~ trillions.
. The u:nf~lfille.d pl dges only fueled t9 disillusionment in
Island nations like rnuatu, which is th eatened by sea-level
increase by as muc as a meter.

.Adding t~ Van~atu woes are two CYclonf&that devastated the
country earher this m th and affected 80 pe c~nt of its opulation.

The inconvenient ruth is that the mo ttli~ate-vulnerable
c~untrie~ contribute Ithe least greenhouse e issions that cause
climate shange arid t suffer the very wo s of its impacts.

And economic gia ts like the United S ates and China, the
two biggest emitters pf greenhouse gase, go scot-free.

The Vanuatu resol f,ion has been word d in such a way that
it does ~ot implicat anyone. It instead I equests the court's
opinion on "what ar the obligations of states.. to ensure the
protection of the cli ate system and ot er pans of present
and future generatio s" based on intern tional treaties and
principles of interna .onallaw.

It also asks: "What re the legal conseq ences under these
obligations for states hich, by their acts nd 0tfissions, have
caused significant ha to the climate sys em and other parts

f the en ironment? I
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--- .._-._--.-. ----l-

[-:=I
rAGE!
nORY

[vJ 0
n ,mf,R EIlIT()RIAL c I\RJ()ON

. TORY

DI\TF.rllGI

Acco ng ~ the lead counsel for V nuatu, the resolution
"strikes a ca f1~1b,a,lancebet.ween a c imate justice-focused
dimensi n d a forward-looking di ension. It recognizes
that we us raw lessons from the p st to build a just and
sustaina le ture and that internati nal law 'ias d role to
play in rr ing our current trajecto ."

The I ler a: ional Court of ilustice ill have two years to
come u i an opinio . It will be onbinding, cut Jorge
Vifiuale , a I professor who helpedraft the resolution,
believesl/~it/s oing to shape the disco rse" on assigning ac-
countab ity r climate c ange. For H rjeet Singh of Climate
Action etw k. an international NG the ruling HWIliserve
as an i por 1: accountability tool," nd sees it as 'poten-
tially oq of e biggest climate diplo acy and multilateral
success5 in e recent past. /I

Vanu 's bassadorto the UN is rging the glol al com-
munity a t now. "Extreme weather events are becoming
the new or I in our country as a res lt of climate change.
For low- )fin· ountries, it's au existen ial threat, • he said.

Iotha a' t, Vanuatu's minister of reign affairs, interna-
tional c I pe a ion and external trade, ooks at international

\ law as" vit tool in establ ishing a d delivering climate
justice. I th ost vulnerable parts 0 the world, it is often
all that t n s between climate resili nee and catastrophe,
between ro rity and destitution."

Appro ~ng e resolution may be "hi tory-making, " as UN
Secreta Ge ral Antonio Guterres ju ilantly desc ibed it.
But no 0 e sh ld be lulled into believi g that the tas ahead
will be a
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ouse launche
opk on water '

r Source laws
I

T E House of Representatives
W .dnesday launched its latest publ
tioi el1titled"Laws, Executive Issua
an Jurisprudence on Water Resou
(l901-~022)," to serve as reference
PO~'CYlreSearcheson water.

ingog party-list Rep. Yedda
rie] Romualdez, in a message read
Da ao de Oro Rep. Maria Car
Zafora, described the book laun -
in~ as "a crucial step towards f y
itnflementing our laws and allow g
oU

J
people to take part in our effofts

for the preservation of our count I,S
wa er resources."
'It is our hope that this collab a-

tio'!l spearheaded by the Legisla i Ie
InfhrmatiM Resource Manage nt
Department (LRIMD) and the L al
Affairs Department (LAD) will 0
up more discussions and interest
the topic and therefore promote pu
participation," Romualdez said.
Romualdez was principal autho

House Bill 21 calling for the "Nati
Fr~e~ork .for Water Resource M -
ag ent and Creating the Depart t
of Water Resources and the W: r
Re!fulatory Commission," alonglth
Speaker Ferdinand Martin Romual z
and Tiogog party-list Rep. Jude Ac' I

o
UPPER"

JiQ
DO

EDITORIAL CARTOON



'~--'~'------"--'-'---4--- ---------

I~
urrr:r!C]
IOW[R

I I ,---31lamIa munes I ,',
[-:=J
f'AGE 1
\TORY

I~ D
n NN[J~ F.f)ITORIf\l CARTOON

TORY

o
llilf

P r ----
WSi

I' ...

The PCG aid that its P Mala-
pascua ide tified Chin re Coast
Guard (CC ) vesselS 1 while
patrolling ~ ungin Shoa .

The PCG dded that th Ch~nese
ship tailed BRP Malapa cua at a
distance of approximat ly 1,600

I

presence 0

Vietnames
The PC9

via radio
sels with bl
5305. I

Off Pag
BRP Malap
People's Li ra i n Army-Navy
Type 056A i n a 2 Class Mis-
sile Corvet ~ wi bow number
649 within e is a d's 12 nautical

ll . I.,rm e ternto I a ers.
The red he Philippine

I

vessel i sued multiple radio chal-
lenges. In return, the Chinese ves-
sel issu d its own radio challenges
against the PCG ship.

Ayu gin Shoal, Sabina Shoal
and Pa -asa Island are all inside
the Ph Iippines' Exclusive Eco-
nomic one.

"PC and Armed Forces of the
Philip ines and the Area Task
Foree- est's maritime patrol mis-
sions r main invaluable in pro-

. teeting nd securing the country's
rights d interests in the [West
Philipp ne Seal, It peG Comman-
dant A miral Artemio Abu said.



11111

:;,11,\/ l;rf
(·.II'l1l'1pilf lie ,\ I H I[ I

,'n'
1/ fill \ 1\ I -,

,.. --rt---1~---t--;-- ..----.--------.

Mtng
An arctic coul

--- ct oceans
nturies'

SYDNEY: ~Pidl melting Antarctic ice threatd
to dram t 'Call slow deep-water currents in t ~
world's cans, scientists say, impacting the spre
of fresh ter, xygen and life-sustaining nutrien
for, centu ies,

New ofeliI g points to faster Antarctic ice me ~
driving a 'subst ntial slowdown" of water circulati I
in the oce n dep s if global carbon emissions rema
high, res a cher said in a study published in Natu
on Wednl say., ' I

The :'0 e turn ng circulation" of waters in the de~ '~
est reach, f th oceans would slow by 40 percent X
2050 in I igh- missions scenario, according to t
study, wH'c wa ned of impacts that would last /I

centuries ~ co e."
If the odel ~olds true, the deep ocean current I

be "on a t aje~tfry that looks headed towards c -
lapse," sa d Uni ersity of New South Wales (UNS )
climate p esso M,atthew England, who coordinat

, the studyl
TriJJi<?~ f to nes of cold, highly salty and oxyge

rich wate~ s nk a ound Antarctica each year, sendin a
deep-war r curr nt northwards to the Indian, Paci
and Atlan i~ oce ns, scientists say. I

" The gr~ .tr. v lumes of melting ice make the AI~!-
arctic wat r less ense and salty, however, slowing tl\'
deep-war ircu ation with consequences for climat ,
sea level a ma ine ecosystems.

"If the fean had lungs, this would be one f
them," En liand aid. AF
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VIRqNMENTAl MANAGEMENT BUREAU :~::::::=:: E R Com oUlld VisaY<lr>Av~nl.H!:l OWman. Qoe.zon City t116

: I el Nos, ~17:928-3725;FaxNo.(632}920-2258
e ite: Email:recordsco@.tmb.gov.ph

b NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

'On the EN I ONM NT L PERFORMANCE REPORT AND
(EPili,,",) 0 t e pr set AQUACULTUR}: EXPANSION PROJ
AQUACUL1? f E q)RP RATION located in BARANGAY
PROVlNCE SARAfNG Nt.

Notice is here y iven all parties who wish to give their opinion regardi
~~e proposed UACULT1RE EXPANSION PROJECT to attend the

Time
9:00AM

(Registration starts at 8:00 AM)

Proposed Aquaculture Expansion Project
Barangay Maribulan. Alabel, Province of Sara gani

Inland-based Fishery/Aquaculture Project
Food security bas long been a concernof th ~ajori
population. The concerns on food, health, an ~utri'
Philippines. especially its government, is id lIy f
always been a staple food for most Filipinos n ~t to r . According to
the Comprehensive National fisheries lnd tjY D lopmeot Plan
(CNFIDP). aquaculture is one of the appro c~es n Xl to municipal
fisheries and commercial fisheries that serve s relia Ie source of fish
food to the increasin national and local mark t,

• Aquaculture Ponds
• NaturalFood
• Sabato Ponds
• R & D TSD FRS Building
• Lift Pump House/Mixing Box
• Packing House
• Power House
• Salt Water Intake Structure
• Salt Water Channel
• Domestic Water Tank and Pump
• Bio nd

.Alsons Aquaculture Corporation

All interested a ies wh~ wjs~ to attend or participate in this Public Hearing ~ uld erably confirm
their attendan e/ articipation and may give their opinionfs} in a conci Lposi 0 paper to the
ENV[RONM, AL [MP~CT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT ,VIS (EIAMD) of
this Office thrc email aIC®emb.gox..ph. three (3) days before the Publi "eari hedule, 'Those
who will not b a Ie to register or submit written positions may be given the po y to share their
issues on the y fthe Hearingitself.

The project's If ~MP and Executive Summary for the Public are downloadab ~ on
"a." the Nfl' C '1PUfile '1<armg.' ("Qn51111a1MI Imk jmllld 111mil lt~b6 If wh
available 10 thi fi IOWtn10ffircs

• EMB R ION xn
DENR B XII Reg'OjaJ GovernmentCenter, BarangayCarpenter HIli rty 0 Kbronadal South
Cotaba I .'

(Tel No (083)228-107 1(083) 228-1071

AI.bel ~iciP'1 Halt
Alabel, r vmce of Sar \galll
Tel ,No.( 3) 892·517

'or more detail, lease contact the EIAM Division at this Office at teleph e num (02) 8539 4378
local 116 and I for th projrct case handler Engr. Jose Paolo Aragoocil J~nawMarie
Pagulayan. I

"'~8M: MARCH~4&1~f-,+02.L3_+--+
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