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The Metropolit Watetworks and
ewer age System ( S~) yesterday as-
red the public of ough water supply

om-Angat Dam u i December even as
oncessionaire May lad Water Services
c. started impleme ing dally rotational
ater interruption, ,
In an interview wi The STAR, MWSS

eputy Administr t r Jos~ Dorado [r,
id the water inter ptiqn fVas not due

t the shortage in w er supply from the
ngat Dam.
Based on latest m 'torng of the Phil-

i pine Atmospheri Geophysical and
stronomical Servi e Admihistration as
f 6 a.m. Wednesda , the leyel of Angat
am was at 202,84 ters, slightly lower
an its level of 203, meters on Tuesday,
"The water inter tion of Maynilad is

ithin their system, hen we say within
t I eir system, the wa r from Angat Dam

ows to Ipo Dam, u '1 it reaches the La
esa portal. Once water' reaches the

k Mesa portal, M nilad and Manila
ater divide the allo tion," Dorado said,
He added that th ater allocation for
anila Water goes thf ~alara Treat-
ent Plant and La sa Restlrvoir, while
e share of Maynila oes to the La Mesa
eatment Plants 1a 2~ .
"What happens i hat thr water that

oir of Maynilad is les
ent. The MWSS provide
ts to the two concession
from MWSS is suffide

ie system of distributio
ado explained,
WSS presided over

g with Maynil:ad an
address the ongoin

ila Water said it is will
nilad address its wate
revent the water inter
added,
orado, the water con

urged MWSS to writ
ater Resources Boar

se the water allocatio
Manila Water,.

naires asked the MWS
NlVRBlto increase the allocatio

two ems (centimeter pel' second)
s '11be granted, 1vJ[aynila

'11its dams, the Ipo, L
I refilling, the distributio

e," he said.
March, NWRI3 allocat

I s of water to the MWSS
Maynilad to reach th
its dams. We 1 'ill the

e stem of Maynilad im
ote --With Danesua River
r u



~

ayniiad has been augmentin s
lies through a "cross-portal" a n
ent with Manila Water, becau 1

~ater'has been. reaching the Nov lich
Portal in Quezon City.

However, the declin.ing water le
ti on at La Mesa Dam has forced an

ater to gradually suspend the cros
p rtal sharing.
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This will mean le s supply for May-
-nilad to distribute, esulting In longer
daily service inter uption schedules
starting April 1.

"We met with the MetropolL~~p.,Wa;~.•
terworks and Sew rage. S:y t~a (i~
Manila Water this morning, Ma , .•-
29, 2023, to discuss he situation. '\nd
while the cross-po tal shanng will
no longer be exte ded, the MWSS
is sending a. letter quest to the Na-
tional Water Resou ces Board for an
increased allocatio of 52 ems (cubic
meters per second) om April to May
2023 so that both po and La Mesa
dams can fully recoer and more raw
water is conveyed the Novaliches
portal," Maynilad s id in a stateme t.

With a higher ra water al ocation,
Manila Waller would be more comfort-
able with sustainin the cro s-portal
sharing arrangemen withMaynilad.

"It would also inc ease the volume
of raw water that re ches Maynilad's
treatment plants, en bling us to sus-
pend the daily ser ice interruptions
that are currently in place," the com-
pany said.

Maynilad is also t ing other meas-
ures to help mitigate the supply short-
age, including "ma sive leak repair
activities all the co veyance system
-- from Big i to La esa Dam - to
arrest losses in the a ueducts and im-
prove raw water flo to the Novali-
ches portal,"

Also on Wednesda , the Metropoli-
tan Manila Develop ent Auth ority on
Wednesday .nnounc d it w I rei:n-
pose the dai'ly 30-mi ute "hea stroke
break" policy begin ing Apr lIto
protect the health of i s traffic enforc-
ers and other person el worki g out-
doors during the sum er season

MMDA en, irman omando Artes
has signed a iemora urn circular re-
implementin:> the "he t stroke brea c"
policy to pre'v nt fiel personnel get-
ting sick frOllnexhaus ion, stroke, and
cramps due to severe eat waves.

Under the policy, on-duty traffic
enforcers an, street s eepers e al-
lowed to lea their p sts in s as I)

seek shelter horn the sun an take a
30-minute break to al w their bodi "i

to cool down.! ~~~------~~
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dals from the MW S) along
aynilad and Manil Water,
meeting to discuss e water

. suppl and projection until e onset
or effe of the ElNino phen menon,

Th agreed that there is fu urgent
need 0 preserve water, especially at
the gat Dam, which su plies 90
perce t of the water in Metr Manila
and n, arby provinces.

Th MWSSsaid that to ei er avoid
or less n the hours of water nterrup-
tions, they will ask the RB for
additi nal allocations.

Th water concessionaires were
also u ged to help each other.

n "ll try to get the assi tance of
the tw concessionaires, to elp each
other lessen the impact 0 thewa-

rruption of Maynil d," Iqse
- I I

nniIn urilncs
I'I\GI

Dorado Ir., deputy administrato
Engineering and Technical 0 era' ~ns
Group, MWSS, said.

"There is a possibility th
Water can give cross-borde
to help with the water inte
he added.

The MWSS said it will
additional 2 cubic meters
Presently, the allocation is
meters per second.

"If allowed, this will ad 'res e
problem of Maynilad becau e w ill
have additional allocatio for ~ur
supply," Dorado said.

The NWRB has yet to' ue ~ny
statement on the matter.

Meanwhile, Maynilad co .nu to-
implementthe water service ipte p-
tion in preparation for El N - o.

--:--1
N':;'F.

,..-2( [::=J
urrr:n rAGE 1

[::] m)RY

[::=J C-'
EDITORIAl, CARTOON

IOWr:R

o -30-?3
IlI\Tr:

•gger

"We're worried about Ll in 0,
that's why vl'eare c serving water to
stretch our remaini g water tared in
the dams," said Ie nifer Rufo, head
of Corporate Co munications of
Maynilad.

As of tvlhrch 29, e water level in
Angat Dai stood t 202.8L' me ers.
This is above the 1 0 meters nor ul
operating i1fvel.

Ipo Dalm, mean hile, h id 98 73
meterswhile la Mes had 76.48 _ell .

The MV{SSearli r said that th -re
should be no water i terruptio 18 S I ce
the water level is no al.

According to Ma ilad, hou rho cis
in major ) arts of etro MaiIa a d
Cavite wi [ have 10 water ess re..
or at timei 110 wate at all.

Mayni! d said he ware r nt -r-
ruption, a cts po ions 0 Man la,
Quezon , Vale zuela, Malabon,
Caloocanl I-J'avotasLas Pin as, Pa 'a-
fiaque, Ma ti and asay.

It will at (I affect r sidents in Baccor
City; Cavite City; I us City; Kaw it,
Cavite; and Rosario, Cavite.

The water interru tions will last or
14 hours each day nti! April 7

t
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Metropol, Fan Waterworks

an Sewerage ystem (MWSS)
is s t to ask the National Water
Rd urces Boa d (NWRB) for
an increased ali cation from the
Angat Dam to .t water supply
disruptions in etro anila, ac-
cor~eg to west one concession-
aire MayniladW er Services Inc.

Ie increase allocation will
alio ManilaWa fr to continue its
cro~s-portal sh g arrangement
witli fviaYnilad ,t has been aug-
meriting its supp .

Maynilad, SS and Manila
Wate on Wedn' sday met where
they discussed th need to increase
the allocation to 52 cubic meters
per second (CM ) from the cur-
rent 50 CMS fr m April to May
2023 so that bo Ipo and LaMesa
dams can fully r cover and more
raw water can be conveyed to the
Novaliches Port .

Maynilad star dimplementing
dail~ service int rruptions in its
frari'Uusearea s ting lastTuesday
"to preserve the emaining supply
in the Angat-I ,? system given

. the impending E Nino when less
.rainfallwill arriv I to replenish the
dams.' ,

Prior to the .
the se .ce interr

replacementof old ipes to recover
more supply. I

Leakrepairacrivip at theconvey-
ancesystem from Igti to La Mesa
Dam are also . done to arrest
lossesr.aqueducts d improveraw
waterrow ro theN yaJichesPortal.
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more comfo IMe ,th sustaining
the cross-po~ sh . 19 arrange-
ment with My~d [t will also
increase the vqlum f raw water
that reaches l'.lIay· '5 treatment
plants, enablin I us suspend the
daily service . ,tions that is

currently i place," Maynilad said.
om the increasedwater

yniladsaidit continues
supply augmentation

measures eludingsustainedreduc-
tion of n a-revenue water which
involvesth repairof pipe leaksand
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ews
'certainly help augme~t o~ water
supply as long as alternativ~ ources
are also found. Senator ~an Binay,
commenting on the Ra nw t r Col-
lector and Springs Deve opm nt Act,
was spot on: "Wehave b en b~ et with
the effects of El Nino fo ,decfl es and
every time the dry seasn cdr es, we
are often caught by surpr se bi water
shortage." :

Needless to say, this ear' rowth
target of 6-7 percent and .,.5- ,ercent
in 2024 as well as the latest flation
forecasts of the BSP of per nt and
2.9 percent for the nextiy s must
also hinge on the expect' d trout of
the weather this year a d t next.
Admitting that "the bala ce 0 isks to
the inflation outlook for 2 23 d 2024
also continue to tilt he~ ily t wards
the upside, lJ the Board 'in iit press
statement last Thursd,a. high ighted
the impact of food supp y s~ rages,

This early, PAGAfA
has 'warned the pub i
to take all precautio 5
as temperatures on tnue
to climb. Temper I t res
in Celsius are exp,ct
to rise to as muc as;5
degrees in Metro 4~ila,
32 degrees in 1I0i 0,
and 35 degrees
in Zamboanga.
higher trans'port fares, ising power
rates and wage adjustm nts 11 2023.
A more explicit recogn tio~ f bad
weather conditions could elp repare
the public's inflation exp cta~i ns.

In fact, most recent eath r bul-
letins from PAGASAshow thaf I a Nina
or wet conditions have co e t n end,
shifting to more ENSO(El in d the
Southern Oscillationj-ne] tra ondi-
tions - those periods hen either
EINino or La Nina is hap~eni ' If the
weather monitoring ind,ie, tes k. tth.is
neutral condition is expe ted occur
until around the middle of t ' year,
we don't know what to exPect 'tween
now and then, and for the re t of the
year when El Nino actual y se in.

This early, PAGASA asarned
the public to take all pr cau i I ns as
temperatures continue to lim Tem-
peratures in Celsiusare e ect to rise
to as much as 45 degrees i ' M t <> Ma-

nila, 32 J grees
in Iloilo, nd 35
degrees i I Zam-
boanga. uring
the we 'end,
the me cury
exceed a 30
degrees, tem-
peratur level
conside d by
PAGASA~"dangerou ." It couldcause
heat era ps and ex austion, and in
some cas s, even dea h.

Yes, t e Departmet t ofAgriculture
(DA) has announced its preparation
for El Ni 0 and its otential impact
on agric ture especi lly rice. With a
required 2-day ric inventory, DA
announce it might ave to resort to
importati n should omestic] output
falls sho t of requir ment fbr food
security. ecurring a ost every two
years to years, thi year's EI Nino
could cau e the imporation of at least
3·8 milli metric to s, the ~evel in
2022. Thi is bad new, for ricesupply,
this is ba news for i flation.

The 0 er wild car against growth
and infla on is the ri I k of po~er in-
terruptio . With the s mmer months
fast appraching, en rgy demand is
expected 10 rise. Wit ' this unusually
torrid su mer, we c uld only expect
ever rece ing water evels in many
dams an waterway" knocking off
some me watts fro the power grid.
Ironicall demand f r water in the
coming s mmer mo ths is expected
to bloat ~ 15 percent How does one
sustain re 'I GDPgro h of over 7 per-
cent whe power is d ficient?

The N tional Grid' Corporation of
the Phili ines (NG P) had already
sounded e alarm be ause of another
reason. T ,e Energy R gulatory Com-
mission ( RC) rejecte its request to
extend it monthly acillary services
agreeme ts. Withou theSe!gree-
ments, N CP cannot ominate power
plants to ovide such ervices that are
crucial i managing ower fluctua-
tions. Un ss the ERCreconsiders its
decision, r the Depar I ent of ~nergy
authorize' month-to' month exten-
sion of e ting agree' ents, the gen-
eral publi Should pre are for periodic
power int ruptions d ,eto what NGCP
calls "aut ' aticloadd epping." Rota-
tional blad outs could ake a big dent
in domes c productio and inflation.

We ar plodding i to the summer
months b t the news e gather every
day is wi, try. Suppo e for once we
buckle do n to real ork and fight
those bat res that rea' ly matter, and
get thos1 existentialjthreatslout of
the way?
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major city issue
ne core problem:
on't worry about

o tain and dispose of water have
i portant implications for our

, h' alth,-the e~onrnent, .and the
19 rm viability of society.

Putting a I.llittle effort into
b I orning betrr informed about
h w water 30 '. in and out of our
c~ies is a nec .ssary first step in
n . ating th water challenges
o sopiety . face in the coming
d eades. . J:

Asa start, ittd be bestto inform
o~elves of sqme of the general

ategies for the better handling
oflwater, ·1

Some cl im that water
sortages c n be solved by
· esting in t e next generation
of treatment lants capable of
p sew e to a point where
it. ari.be PiPet. back as 'drinking
wi er. .

An exampl ' oftr, is Maynihid's "
p' 20-billion ~ve.nmore
P rafiaque New SIfJ~

r " er plant, which we U realize
is~tre3trnent plant that the
t k.ing treated story Of
e .uent from ~he water IS "?t

- 1::-" technowgical
p ranaque ~ater but olitical.
R c l a m at io n P

ilityand convertSit to drinking
:r.It's the fIrst implementation

potable water 'reuse in the
try.

There arItthose inclined
ard mini I' ing our impact

onthee~o entbyadv~ing
fdfwater conservation, expanded
· . of local ~ater sources, and

;
egration o~lnatural processes
. e rainfall intf, systems designed

t collect and reat water.
And still, thers tell us the

J.'is is one 0 . our own makings
d-that theJ.answers to all of

o water problems can be found
· common s~nse reform of the
· fficient- in~itutions that are
r~sponsible for allocating and
r~ating urb water,

All these d sparate solutions
si nal but on important point
- our pres fit, urban water
s 'sterns hav .had their day.

We need . start building the
n; generatio, ofwater systems,
~ ich will c .st money, before
c ate chang ,(whichevaporates
w ter has a ;1ot to do with),
p~¢ation gr 'wth, and pollution
e us to' p ints of no return. '

mail:>~comtm

"Dedston«
about,~OW
weobtrJ,m
and~~170se
ofwatml' have
impon'fAlnt
implro~l~ns
foroUl'
he~ Ithe
envil'Olt.~n~
and the long-
term vi~lr,bility
of soctfJIlru.

ourse, when- the
~~ijry and there's no

off the day's grime .

out the future
stems are best
ed public.
out how we

daily encounters
e limited to the
faucet and the

a tOilet,we've handed
over water to the
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S~T.UAION ~.~ Philippine Coast Guard C~ ~ Jant Ad~.
Artern ofAb~T.(second from right) on Tues y ~efs members
of the :Jrea Coast Guard Emergency Res on Team on the'
oil spill sltua ion off Oriental Mindoro. -NI.Q JE 5iORBETA

The pac·1fic Valkyrie, an
anchor hand~ing vessel carry-
ing the ~OV' Iarrived in Subic,
Zambal ,on Tuesday, the Of-
fice of i il Dtfense (OCD)said
in a sep ~ate tatement.

"On e all andatory checks
and pre ~rati ns are complet-
ed, the P~ci~c Valkyrie... will
head to t'ri~rtal Mindoro to
check ~e trrent situation
of the hipw eck and its fuel
cargo. r~ wi I then use data
gathere ~od tetmine the next
appropr are curse of action to
control he oi leakage coming
from its urc ," the OCDquot-

lay its re-
motely perated ve ide (ROV),
Hydras, starting Ap I 3 to help
in oper tions to c ntain the
oil spil from a f el tanker
that sa k off Orie tal Mind-
oro a aonth ago.. e Philip-
pine Co st Guard (P G)said on
Wednes ay.

The Hydros is
ing-das ROV wit
nipulato arms," t
augmei' oil contai
recove solutions.

To s pport the OV oper-
ations, ~e US Na Lwill also
bring "a container 'r support
equipme t, includi . a crane
and lau ching syst m to be
able to 'eploy the OV from
the vess \" the PCG ~id.

Slick land sludge from the
MT Prin~ess Empres that cap-
sized and later sank '~Naujan
town on Feb. 28 ha reached
coastal areas in seve al towns
in Oriental Mindoro Antique
and Pala an and t, Ie Verde
Island Passage, a str it known
for its rie},marine.bio iversity.

The tanker was carrying
800,000 I ters of indu trial fuel
oil and was on its w y to Iloi-
lo when it encounter f:l engine
trouble a d sank off indoro.

II

"1 old them to focus on the
Verde Island Passage because
of th recent proje ctions that.
the s ill will reach the area,"
he tal the Inquirer

Th experts brought in by
the K G and OSRLare expect-
ed to I nd their expertise on oil
spill r sponse and give their
assess ents, just ike those
provid d by US Coast Guard
and Ia an Disaster Relief ex-
pert te m, he said,

Me nwhile, water samples
taken rom three areas in the
tourist town of Pue to Galera
in Ori tal Mindoro all tested
negati e for industrial oil. The
sample were taken on March
17 fro Varadero Bay, Palan-
gan a Escarceo Point, and
were t ted and analyzed until
March 4, a local government
statem nt said.

No Lineses, president of
the P erto Galera Tourism
Council said most resorts and'
hotels i the town were booked
for the oly Week.

"Th re is not a drop of oil
in Puer 0 Galera waters. Our
beaches coves and bays re-
main cl an, pristine and rich
in mari e life. Now is the best '
time to ome to Puerto Galera,"
Lineses aid in an interview on
Wednes ay. -w TH REPORT
F'ROM MA ONNA T. VIROLA INQ~--
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Coalition presses govt action, a c ntabili~~~r
as Oriental Mindoro oil slick spr a s further

~

MONTHaft~thes}nkingOfthe
ill-fated MT Princess Empress
off the coastl r Oriental Mind-

om, cause-orientedg oupshave bonded
together and launched the "SOS;Stop
the Oil Spill, Save 06r Seas!" (SOS) to
pool efforts in caIlin~ for immediate ac-
countability and aC~'onon the Oil.spill.

The members of If coalition raised
f=oncernoverrthe lev I of responses so
far being led by the J,verrnment.

"We, a collective f concerned and
tffetted stakeholder .are very alarmed
,y the inadequate le~el of ~esponse af-'
orded to this disast r. While govern-

. ent agencies have b en takingaction,
it does not seem to b the prompt and
oordinated respon e needed by this
il spill, which is a ready a disaster.
f national and inte national propor-
ions. Atragedy of thi scale -one that
irrectly affects an e timated 36,000'
amilies .whose lives and livelihoods
re interwoven into he health of our
eas-must be met ith the greatest
ossible action and ighest standard
or accountability of all involved ac- .
ors," the group said ,n a statement.
The coalition lamb sted ~hegovern-

~I-----~~--~~~.~.~--~~~----~~~~~-~~~~:
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spill

OLA:' crab covered in oil cree
the sa as Philippine fisherme
white Iroteqive suits, rubber gl

respirator ~SkS fcrape toxic sludge
rocks along e shore. , .

Four weeks a 'a Philippine ter how much you de them
tanker loaded wi 8001000 liters (rock,s),"Anonuevo id,
(210,000 gallons) ofthiSkoU sank' The government esti
off the central isl ~d of Mindoro, least 5,000 hectares ( 12,4
the vessel is still I ~aking_ of coral reefs, seawe a

More than half' I,eoi~has been groves have been affi ed
discharged and spersed over Mangroves can s oc t if oil
hundreds of kilo terslof waters covers their roots, w ile als _
famed for having s e of the most _ breeding grounds f fish
diverse marine Iif n the world. species - can die st Ie to

.Experts estimat e ~~ main grow and reproduce f. ex sed,
slicks northwest a (i southeast of It will take at least ix m ths to
the tanker could s an I G2 square clean up the spill, bu e tl overy
kilometers (62 sq fe ~iles)_ could be years lon, sa' Irene

It took two da or tl}e spill to Rodriguez, an associ e p fessor
reach Buhay na u ig, a remote at the University of th hi' pines
village in Pola, on f the island's Marine Science Instit e.
worst-affected mu cipalities. One of the worst pill

Some villagers ot sick a~er oil Philippines was in 2 96,
smeared the sho 9line, turning tanker carryin~ two hu
rocks black and Ie ng dark1globs of oil sank off the c tra
on the beach. . of Guimaras.

Authorities have anned fishing Rodriguez said 5
and swimming in etInitely, leav-. of oil leaked into th
ing thousands of s~ermen won- incident.
dering how long dy can SUrvive. This time, she hop d "i

"They say this ight take six contained as soon as sssi
months, but what f e are unable [the oil J is not remo d perly
to fish for an enti eI year?" fsked and not treated pro erly j . this
ArvieAnonuevo, 3 ,~ho has three will have a significa i act, "

. children. Rodriguez told,AFP. ~
For more than a weeks, Anon-

uevo and other fi fuen-qen have
spent four hours day cleaning
up oil in exchange or a daily wage
ofP355 from the g vernment - a
little over half of w a,~they used to \
make from fishing. .

The fishermen u ~ trowels and I

sheets of thin, abs rbent material
to dean the rocks,

By the following day, more oil
has washed up on ~ shore.

lilt's annoying tha (he oil keeps
coming back the n ~ay no mat-

t-
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About 60 percent of t e oil has
spilled int the sea, P ilippine
Coast Guar spokesman ando
Balilo told FP.

Rough se s initially d layed the
deploymen of floating arriers to
coptain the spill.

Oil has b en found a far away
as the west~rn island of Palawan,
m?re than 350 kilome ers (220
miles] from where the ta ker went
down.

~ome oil has also dri ed north
to the Verde Island Pa age, be-
tween Mindoro and th Philip-
pi es' main island of L n.

The p ssage is near the top
of the C ral Triangle, an area of
water' spa ning down to Indone-
sia, Papu New Guinea and East
Timor th t is called the "Amazon
of the S as" because of its rich
marine Ii e,

The Ph' ippine Coast Guard said
the vessel s insurers were looking

. for expe to patch the leaks and
remove t e oil.

Several countries, induding the
United Sates, Iapan and South
Korea, are helping the Philippines
respond t the disaster.

The 6 ner of the tanker said

[=.J
IIrrr:R

CJ
lOWER

[~
rAG!: 1
nORY

D C~
F.IlIiOR/lll CIIRTOON

DillErAG
II

r _._._---_._._._--+-----------

hand-to mouth," Cruz said, warn-
ing it co ld be a year be r-ore fishing
is allow d to resu ne,

Anon evo is already struggling,
having sed half erne ney earned
from t e first w ek " cleaning
rocks to ay off deb s f buying
food fo his fam' y an petrol for
his mot rbike.

Fello fisher ian t. .rlon Fab-
ero, 46 said he was -mstderfng

pulling ne of his fOI . children
ut of s hool to :ut e lenses.
"Whe e would I ,et 1 f P50 daily

allowan e for ea h of them?" he
asked. AFP
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OFFICIALSpresent during t e Gabay Kalikasan Park Grolmdbreaking Ceremony are, from left, QCLGU'sCli~ate QJange
and Environ'mental Sustain bility Department Represemative Carl Ignacio; DENR-NCRConservation and evelopment
Division Chiff Aida Esguerra DENR-BMBCaves, Wetlands and other Ecosystems Division OICChief Anson agta9i MPIC
Executive Director and Chief inance, Sustainability and RiskOfficer ehaye.eabal-Re~illa; Barangay Mari~na Chairpers.on
Regina Celeste San Miguel Barangay Mariana Coun~lor Ma. Conception Amonllo; DENR-NCRRegional Extlcutlve
Director JacRueline Caanca : MPICVice President for Investor Relations Marieris Aldover-Ysmael; and QC LGUParks
Development and Administ tion Department ole Ar.B~ltazar Avelino

M'ETRO P cific - Investments of uplifting the lives of Filipinos."
Itorporation(MPIC),thecountry's The primary goal of the. Rl'oje~t: is
leading infr tructure investment to contribute to the developm ntpf a

company,! broke gro d on the Gabay biodiversity-friendly city to men ase
Kalikasan Park, in ership with the, access o~ ur~an dwell:rs to green spaces
Department of Envir nment and Natural and mamtal.n functional u~baf1 ~~el1
Resources - Biodiv rsity Management spaces to regam ecosystem serVIceM,deve~o:p
Bureau (DENR-BMB, . the Departmenj resiliency, ~ncrease'aestheti~s andiualitrCtf
of Envird,nment and atural Resources '1 urban environment, and brmg pe ple ~se
National Capital Regi n (DENR-NCR), and to nature to improv~ human well- eing l
the local government it of Quezon City. "Given the circumstances, I t ink this

In a 19roundbre 'g I event held on is the perfect site for this .proj ct," slid
March 9, 2023, repres ntatives from MPIC, Quezon City LGU Parks Dev lop Jnt
DENR-Bl\jIB, DENR- CR, and the QC and Administration Department OlC t·.
LGU, offiqially ushere the development of Baltaza: Avelino. "On behalf of ou ~~~. ,I
Gabay Kalikasan Park' nto an urban green would like to thank the DENR for jpitIa g
park model as part of the landmark three- the project and MPIC for funlling.. e
yea, public-private pa tnership for urban project. I hope we do more proj cts I' ,
bio~versiff in the ~h' ppines. . you ~n~ .w~uld ,~e to thank all 0 yo.. or

. MPlq sees Its If as the public your mmatrves,
sector's partner in nation building, The project aims to pilot the'tdO t1a-
and advocating f r environmental City approach in the implementati n o£the
sustainability is part f that," said MPIC Urban Biodiversity program, enc ura ing
Chairman/ President, nd CEO Manuel V. 1 business sector support in ea ing
Pangilinan, "Expandi g our biodiversity- I green urban communities at the! ity +d
friendly f [otprint is c cial to our mission 'I ' barangay/village level. .

,~~~~~

Ml'IC .DENR, QC LOU !.MA:•.•

OQ ID eI park Gabay
san Park, apt y named
cy on emr ronment

stewan ,hip, is a testament to our
group'[ commi ent to b- come a
catalys1t for in usive, safer, resilient,
livable'l and s stainable ci ies and
comm9lrities," s id MPIC Chief Finance,
Risk, alia Sust n~bility Dfficer Chaye
A. Cab [-Revill. We gladly take on
the resl onsibili with the government
and c )lnmuni es to create greater
e~virOJiinental responsibility in our
countrl , for the ood of our people and
our pIal et,"

Asid ~from t e establi. hment of the
green Illlear pa ,the parties will also
jointly 'rnplem nt important project
activitie' such as development of
Co~rn1H .cation, Education, ~ d Public .
Awareress (CEP ) plans md :apacity-
building bhung and wo 'kshops for the
partner comm ties, among ot ers.

DEJ:~R-NCR Regional .eecutive
DirectopJacqu . e Caancan emohasized
the goal of this rogram and the impact
it will h'p,e. "G y Kalikasan Park is an
impOrt:<'Il1t unde . g as it helps address
the lad: of urb green spaces in Metro
Manila . d pro 'des a model for. the
private ector 0 green investn: ents. As
the panl mic taught us, urb n green
spaces li)layan i ortant role in keeping
us physicaIly and entally realt!i/ and in
improV:'llllgthe e . ironment. Hence, the
initiati\1l of the PIC to build a public
park in gartners ip with the DE '1Rand
the QJJ. zon Ci government IS truly
comme:ll liable."

"This partne ship with M. ·C also
highligll the rol of the business sector
in buil(l~ g gree and resilient cities,"
says DEt\rR-BMB irector and Assistant
Secretary, for olicy, Planning and
Foreign-Assisted and Special Projects
Marcial ~:.Amar , Jr. "Let us continue
our col1ill)orative ork towards " e goal
of develpping bio iversity-friendly cities
in the qDuntry dins rengthening
biodiver:;/ty co servation in the
metropolis,"

Thispartners ipfor Cabay Kall an
Park bolsters PIC's resolve to be
the largest' catal st for a Sustainable
Philipp:iJl~!s.It is so aligned with the
efforts of the con omerate to cor tribute
to the nited Nations Sus ainable
Develop:lr ent oals (Ul:\i SDGs),
primarily SDG 11 ustainable Ci .iesand
Communities.
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grees Celsi~' in San /0,"" ccid lt~

""""""~"-"'-"'" Min~oro on March 25 and In Butu 11 C in
The heat inde in Laoag City i ' ~gu1ran del Norte on March 24.

Ilocos Sur may rea h 48 degrees Celsi s!" P GA~A said extreme caution llO,U ~ be
on the' first day If April, accord] ta e during these temperature.s rges I[
to the Philipp ire Atmosp4eri , nie agency warned the public at gh
Geoph sica! and tronomical Servic s tei ~eratures may ha,ve adverse ffec on
Ad' t f 'tHreb ' dy, such as fatigue, cramps, e ~au onmm s ra IOn. I a 'd troke. " , "

PAC SA said t is <;:9rre~p,?hQs.to il. I, r e actuatheat index ':'huma' ~Hs _
"extrem dangerlevel'onitsheatmdexch . fo t ·thetemperaturefeltbytheb dy 'Ia-

It sai the heat in ex may reach up to ti e 0 high humidity - may be a out 0

degrees Celsius tom frow. ' dgr~es high,er than recorded temPftI'a es.
Thehi hestheatin exrecordeds9fiU'~ s P GASA had raised the alqtt I el,~ , . t; I. 'I'! '. . ',- '. ~I'i~,j

e
to El Nino watch 4s t~e probability of its
occurrence had reached 55 percent or higher.

It said the El Nifio phenomenon would
likely develop from July to September
following a transition from the current
neutral conditions' the EI Nino southern
oscillation,

The phenomeno , which increases the,
likelihood ofbelOWjrmal rainfall conditions,
may last until the fi t quarter of 2024. '

It may result in ry spells and droughts
in some areas of the ountry, With forecasters
expecting early imp-act on the Visayas and
Mindanao.


