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| ® This will mean less supply for )May-
| ' B nilad to distribute, tesulting in longer
_ : _ daily service interfuption schedules
Sy 4 e ot el [P S|l starting April 1.
By thel V. C mpos, Rio N. Araja, Maynilad has been augmenting i “We met with the/Metropolitan, Wa-
J I‘E.Zurba' andWIIlIeCfasa . plies through a “cross-portal” atrange-  terworks ard Sewe age System anghi
| ' q:em with Manila Water, because less  Manila Water this morning, Mirelf"
MAYP ADO chnesday saldrt has  water has been reaching the Novaliches 29, 2023, to discuss the situation. “nd
beg daily service interruptions to Portal in Quezon City. | while the cross-portal sharing will

erve the remaining supply of waier - However, the declining water elevia- no longer be exte ded, the MWSS
m t. ¢ Angat-Ipg system, as there will tion at La Mesa Dam has forced Manila is sending a letter request to the Na-
be less rainfall fto replenish the d Water to gradually suspend the cross- tional Water Resoufces Board for an
because of the EJ Nifio. { EEL portal sharing. ~¢Jn | increased sllocation of 52 cms (cubic
. .
pa{

Eyen before the service interru tior , i J from April to May
2023 so that both Ipo and 1.2 |vicsa
dams can fully recover and more raw
water is conveyed to the Novaliches
portal,” Maynilad said in a stzrement,
With a higher raw| water allocat on,
‘ Manila Waier would/be more comfort-
‘ able with sustaining g the cross-portal
|
|

= meters per szcond)

sharing amulgemen withMaynilad.

“It would also increase the volume
of raw water that reaches Maynilad’s
treatment plants, e blmg us 1o sus=
pend the daily service mterrupnms '
that are currently in|place,” the ¢ m-
panysaid. :

Maynilad is also taking other mezos-
ures to help mitigate the supply sho-t-
age, including “massive leak repair
| activities al the conveyance system
| —fromngt:toLa esa Dam — to
| arrest losses in the aqueducts and irm-
|

prove raw water flow to the Novali-

ches portal”
-Also on Wednesday, the Metropoli-
tzm MamlaI)--vclo pment Authnrtw on

break” pohty beginning Apr ! I to
pmtectthehealthoflstraffcmf‘u-
‘other personnel Worku‘g ont-

g the sum

ni

_on, stmie_
vere heat wave:.
5 n—&nty traffic

a8 : 3 are al-
&a@sh fts ‘o
'slwlte 'mm‘&e' sun and take a
i allow their bodics
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Nednesday sa.ld that

"H’ allowad this will m esslﬂu

rhavé addigonal allocation for
supply, Dorado said.

- The NWRB has yet ta

'stmzmem on the matter.

Meanwhile, Maynilad con lm$'I

t the water service ints

implemen .
tion in preparation for El Nifio. |

jpmbla:uofMaymladbeca se wewill

“We're worried|about 'l Nif o,

that's why e are conserving water 1o

stretch our remaini
the dams, " said Je

water stored in
nifer Rufo, head

of Corporate Com muilgiCaliam of

Mzrymlad

heWhter lével in

:Jt w 84 mierers.

G mer\ nornial

]

ﬁlgmlldbeuawater' terruptions sirce
ﬁie water Jevel is normal.

Manila,

as, I‘3 A=
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to longer daily service interruption
for Maynila beginning April 1.

“With a higher raw water al-
location, Manila Water would be

IpoandIaMesa.

rcplac_r.mcﬁ[ of old pipes 1o recover
more supply.

Leak repair activiges at the convey-
ance ‘system from Bigti to La Mesa

Dam are also being done o arrest
losses in a cts dnd improve maw
water flow mo the Navaliches Porml

* FROM P,

GEAL: 0 |
HIGHER

increase the volum
that reaches Maymkd’
plants, enabling us to suspend the
daily service interruptions that is

Manila Water has been forced to  more comfortable with sustaining  currently in place,” Mayni ic
] : y ce,” Maynilad said.

gradually sgspend_ ti"lc cross-portal  the cross-portal sharing arrange- Apart EOE) the inc j.a ed water

supplyshanng.T}usmexpectcd lead ment with Maynilad, [t will also allocation, *ﬁmﬂadwdl ontinues

of raw water  to facilitate supply =

racasures inchuiding su

tcrn of non- revenue

5 reatment

MWSS | said on Tuesday water
supply in Metro Manila is still “com-
fortable” based on simulations of
water level trajectory of the Angat
Dam which supplies 97 percent of
Metro Manila’s water requirements.

- Jed Macapagal
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TION’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

S mraoer m
limatelinks, a global
edge portal on climate/cha
and international devel
ment, could not have put

mor pre::lsely, that the Philippi

highly vulrierable to the in
Cllm ate change, including s

rise, lincreased frequency of eixtres
weather events like rising ter
tures and extreme rainfall. }
long|coastliries which host kej
and Lna]om"y of the populati
depend on climate-sensitive
rces whuch are increasing

worked. We could not ¢
our forest laws, so we opted fi
ban on logging; activities which
thelegs continue to this day,

admit :
ing now. But it is evident tha' Ha
change is beyond what lawye d
insurers refer to as acts of God. e
most| recent scientific assessments
have confirmed that this warming jof

limate system 1s most il ely fto
' {Public

those| in Cardona and Putataqi would

-certamly help augment our water

supply as long as altem}atwe sources
are also found. Senator Nanty Binay,
commenting on the Rainwater Col-
lector and Springs Development Act,
was spot on: “We have been beset with
the effects of El Nifio for deca es and
every time the dry season comes, we
are often caught by surprise by a water
shortage.”

Needless to say, this year’s growth
target of 6-7 percent and 6.5-8 percent
in 2024 as well as the latest inflation
forecasts of the BSP of 6 percent and
2.9 percent for the next two years must
also hinge on the expected turtout of
the weather this year and the next.
Admitting that “the balance of risks to
the inflation outlook for 2023 and 2024
also continue to tilt heasvily ards
the upside,” the Board in 1t§ press
statement last Thursday highlighted
the impact of food supply shohages,

This early, PAGASA

has warned the publi
to take all precauétiohs
as temperatures continue
to climb. Temperatures
in Celsius are expected |
to rise to as much as 45

degrees in Metro Manilg,
32 degrees in Iloilo,
and 35 degrees |
in Zamboanga. =

=

higher transport fares, rising power
rates and wage adjustments in 2023.
A more explicit recognition of bad
weather conditions could help prepare
the public’s inflation expectations.

In fact, most recent weath r bul-
letins from PAGASA show that La Nifia
or wet conditions have come to :Jm end,
shifting to more ENSO (El Nifio
Southern Oscillation)-neutral
tions — those periods when
El Nifio or La Nifia is happening.
weather monitoring indicates that this
neutral condition is expected to occur
until around the middle of t
we don’t know what to expect bet
now and then, and for the rest of the
year when El Nifio actually sets i

This early, PAGASA has
the public to take all precautions as
temperatures continue to climb, Tem-
peratures in Celsius are expecte q
to as much as 45 degrees in Mq’qo Ma-

. to bloat by
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(DA) has [announced its preparation
for El Nifjo and its p'otentialiimpact
on agricd ture especially rice. With a
required h2-day rice 1nventqry, DA
announcel it might have to resort to
importatipn should domestic|output
falls shoiit of requlrement for food
security. Recurring almost every two
years to 1p years, this year's El Nifio
could cauge the importation of at least
3.8 milliop metric tons, the level in
2022. Thif is bad news for rice Fupply,

this is bad news for inflation. |
The other wild card against growth
and inflatjon is the risk of power in-

terruption|. With the sUmmer months
fast apprdaching, energy denhand is
expected fo rise. With this unusually
torrid sumj mer, we could only expect
ever receding water levels in many
dams and waterways, knocking off
some megpwatts from the power grid.
demand for water in the
coming stfmmer months is expected
15 percent How does one
sustain regl GDP growth of over 7 per-
cent when power is deficient? |
The N4tional Grid Corporahon of
the Philippines (NGCP) had already
sounded tlhe alarm because of another

icp cannot nominate power
plants to pfovide such services that are
crucial inmanaging power ﬂ}ctua-
tions. Unless the ERC reconsiders its
ar the Deparliment of Energy
authorize§ month-to+month exten-

sion of e tmg agreements, the gen-
eral publidshould prepare for riodic
power intefrruptions due to what NGCP
calls “automatic load dropping.’ " Rota-

tional blackouts could make a bﬁg dent
in domesﬁ f productlom and mﬂlat:lon
We are|plodding into the s er
months byt the news we gatheE every
day is wintry. Suppose for once we
buckle down to real work and fight
those battles that reaPy matter, and
get those existential threats out of
the way? |




-

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

A
|

Tri buine @]

PPER

STORY STORY

S INITIATIVES mw“
| "!::.-:' SERVICE WAITHOUT FEAR © WITHOUT FAVOR 08 -20= 23
TITLE : . | | PAGE DATE
P B I | TR i N Mpuy 89 | -
v : Ak L W T e | ' | ; ; o -3
‘ ’ 1RL0 5 at&r‘l ee | _\: ; :’TJI = N A
; __________________  Waier|as a major city issue’ - , -' ain and dispose of water have
“ suffers ftom bne core problem: : _..1,’°mnt unﬁhcations for our
BM! :f::’ most of fus don’t worry about g qalth, them:bmﬂm;nol}lem :gl the
il er- | 1 5 - vt < S1er] SOC]
::d oﬁnin | of éourse, when the |Putting a little effort into
b m”“"‘ water to off the day’s grime h_. water goes in and out of our :
MWlmﬁans 01-0001 summer heat, to { ciies is a necessary first step in
ﬁ:rumh' AN opk rice with, and, i __! i DI ‘ngvigating the water challenges
health the more " Iy, there is 1o, QUT AN ABOUT \3 sogetarwﬂlfaeemﬂxeconmg
environment, elean effeshing water to drink. NICKTVQUWANOIR s monk
and the long ! hell breaks loose. | ) 3m¢dbehes'§w“m-
term viubility Catastrophic enough that if left We assume fh&t the: petiple 1.., s uf(t;sgue of the general
of sociely. pS edcangﬁtasfaras whopmwdbthesemceaulﬂle ﬂ: Eish B 1 :rhand]mg
2 governme government, officials- responsible
: e water gone, we'll for overs ing their activities will Sr(;me CIalmbthaﬁ] w;tgr
realize our seemingly secure make Sure we are safe. e 3_893 can neled;sgeveinti ozy;
da; § world is nothing but d : i
' mym L s E:t that's aﬂ mm.t:d.% have. of treatment lants capable of
Even more significant, we'll " There is, in fact, no lack of iy seggebt:c;pmntwlm_
realize thi, the story of water s glarms for geiting involved. Just : i B
not te logi but political.  1ast week the United Nations example of
Our ;Hm ship with water and gid precisely that and held a s is Maynildd's “
thgelzck Ils 8 alwayscaphmd ‘conference on the water crisis, pboo.pillion FEven more
A the first mE-OyeaJ:s P rana.que New

are limited to the
a faucet and the

‘over water to the

Ip mthe
ar 2021 a

e

a toilet, we've handed

Suml x y, Ii;lqu Marcos

wle : the shme 3
water tﬁs& when it'formed the
' Oﬂ:'lce of Waze; ement a
nevmmpe
 Unfo of us'arertt
ed by| the cy_..-;of “_the
‘water crisis. ' 1 3
Yet, decisions about the future
of urban water s are best
--made by an informed public.

: Decisions about how we

-

plant, which we’'ll realize
" ishtreatment plant, tha the
taking treated story of
eff] ent from the water is not

Praiiaque Water
: lamat MPOM i
| !\ mdm &todﬁrmlﬂng
ttﬁﬁrﬁm
of potable water reuse in the
oumtry.

|There are those inclined
toward minimizing our unpact'
o1} the environment by
- fo waterconsérvahon, ded
se of local water soumes, andl
infegration of natural

mfaﬂmtpsystemdmeﬁ‘
0 eo]lect'amitreatwatgr.
|| And- still, others tell us the
risis is one of our own makings '
arid ' that the answers to all of

. oyr water problems can be found

in| common sense reform of the
inefficient  institutions that are
onsibie_ for allocating and
. g urban water,
AB these disparate solutions -
si al but nne important point
- our presqnt urban water

gX generatmp of watestsystems,
w ch will cost money, before
ljmate change (which ¢ _

ter ‘has a 10t to do with),
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The US Navy will dig:loy its re-
motely operated vehicle (ROV),
Hydros, starting April 3 to help
in operations to cpntain the
oil spill from a fliel tanker
that sank off Oriegtal Mind-
oro a month ago, .the Philip-

. pine Coast Guard (PCG) said on

Wednesday.

The |Hydros is
ing-class ROV with
nipulator arms,”
augment oi
recovery solutions. |

To support the
ations, the US Navy
bring “a container
equipment, includi
and launching systtm to be
able to deploy the ROV from
the vessel,” the PCG
~_Slick and sludge|from the
MT Princess Empres$ that cap-
sized and later sank ¢ff Naujan
town on Feb, 28 hai reached
coastal areas in several towns
t 0| Antique
and Palawan and the Verde
Island Passage, a strdit known
for its rich marine biodiversity.

The tanker was carrying
800,000 li'ters of indugtrial fuel
i as on its way to Tloi-
lo when it encounteréd engine
trouble and sank off Miindoro.

SITUATIONER Philippine Coast

e

Guard Commandant Adm.

Artem‘_of Abu (second from right) on Tuesd ay briefs members

- of the Korean Coast Guard Emergency Res;
oil spill situation off Oriental Mindoro. —nu

The Pacific Valkyrie, an
anchor handling vessel carry-
ing the ROV, arrived in Subic,
Zambales, on Tuesday, the Of-
fice of Qivil Defense (OCD) said
in a separate statement,

“Once all mandatory checks
and preparations are complet-
ed, the Pacific Valkyrie... will
head to Oriental Mindoro to
check the current situation
of the shipwreck and its fuel
cargo. We will then use data
gathered to determine the next
appropriate course of action to
control the oil leakage coming

from its _fource,” the OCD quot-

ponse Team on the
NO JESUS ORBETA

ed acting| Defense Secretary
Carlito Galyez Jt, as saying,
Experts| from the US Coast
Guard, National (Oceanic and At-
mospheric | Administration and
US Navy are alsq expected to ar-
rive in the countt 7 for assistance.

F bn VIP

On Tuesday, Adm. Arte-
mio Abu, PCG| commandant,
met with the technical experts
from the Korean (Coast Guard
(KCG) and ihgire-ba;sed oil
Spill Response Limited (OSRL),
the largest international oil

spill respon};e cqoperative.

“I'told them to focus on the
Verde Island Passase because
of thﬁ recent projections that
the spill will reach the area,”
he told the Inquirer

The experts brought in by
the KOG and OSRL :re expect-
ed to lend their expertise on oil
spill response and give their
assessments, just |ike those
provided by US Coast Guard
and Japan Disaster Relief ex-
pert team, he said,

Meanwhile, water samples
taken from three arcas in the
tourist! town of Pusrto Galera
in Oriental Mindoro all tested
negative for industrizl oil. The

samples were taken on March
17 from Varadero Bay, Palan-
gan Escarceo Point, and

were téted and analyzed until
March 24, a local government
statement said.

Noe Lineses, president of
the rto Galera Tourism
Council] said most resorts and-
hotels in the town we e booked
for the oly Week. !

“Theére is not a drop of oil
in Puerto Galera warars. Our
beaches, coves and bays re-
main clean, pristine and rich
in marine life. Now is the best
time to come to Puerto Galera,”
Lineses said in an interview on
Wednesay. —wirh .\ repomr
FROM MADONNA T. ViRoL A INQ
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Coalition presses govt action, accountability
as Onental| Mindoro oil slick spreads further

MONT Haftqrthesmkmgofthe - ment’slackoftranspa arencyandurgency
ill-fated MT Princess Empress in oil spill containment efforts and in- -

off the coast. of Oriental Mind- .  vestigations, increasingscopeofaffectad
oro, cause-oriented groups havebonded seas and comr.'nuni es, insufficient ac-
together and launched the “SOS: Stop tion to ensure ar.r.untabi]ity and lin-
the Oil Spill, Save Our Seas!” (SOS) to gering silence on decisive and punitive 1
pool effortsin calling forimmediate ac- actionstobe taicen gainstliable actors,
cduntabﬂjtyancfactlbh mthe mlﬁpﬂ]. * lack of oppor ;
The members of the coalition raised ful participation of stakeholders, and
concern over the level of x'és.poﬁs& S0 . a,bsenceofany eaning iﬂiscoursea T
farbeing led by qhe goverqment. =+ policyreformsneeded to protect coastal
e, a collective of concerned and and marine ‘communities and biodiver-
affectedstakeholders, areveryalarmed sxfy and to prevent future spills.
oy the inadequate Ievel ofresponseaf- | ' “The big prablem now is the day-to-
orded to this dlsastgr While govern- day food requirements [of the affected
entagencieshaveb entakingaction, wmmu,gjtm] d e lingering que
t does not seem to be the prompt and- tion of where can th - get ney to
coordinated respon e needed by this Btwfoodﬁﬁven the o mﬁ%
bil spill which is ady a disaster aﬂ’&ctedaﬁ&rt appened atatéme@e:u
of national and Lhtermtlanal propor- touﬁgts are s po >d to start oomg.
tions. A tragedy of this scale—one that iis will no lo nger| happen. What we
directly affects an estimated 36 ,000 cc ng -gmck action fror
':amiheé ‘whose lives and livelihoods . the owner of the ves-
wre interwoven into JE: health of our

“$eas—must be met with the greatest
Pos "blk.&ctmn and ghes? standard
: '__._:.'.accolmtab!hty of all Imrolved ac-
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OLA: A crab covered in oil creeps Cross
the sand as Philippine fishermen wearing
white 'rotectxve suits, rubber gloves, and
respirator masks scrape toxic sludge from the
rocks alotng tpe shore. :

tanker loaded wit 800,000 liters  (rocks),” Anonuevo said.
(210,000 gallons) of thick oilsank  The government lestimates at
off the central isl. of Mmdaro, least 5,000 hectares (12,400 acres)
the vessel is still lea of coral reefs, seaweed and man-

‘More than half the 01] has beeu ‘groves have been affected
discharged and dispersed over  Mangroves can suffocats
hundreds of kilometers of waters ~ covers their roots, while
famed for having some of the most ~ breeding grounds for many fish
diverse marine life in the world.  species — can die or

-Experts estimate the two main  grow and reproduce if
slicks northwest and southeast of Itwill take atleast six mor
the tanker could span 162 square  clean up the spill, but the
kilometers (62 sq remﬂe.s) could be years long,

It took two days for the spill to  Rodriguez, an associate p ofessor
reach Buhay na Tubig, a remote  atthe University of the Philippines
village in Pola, one of the island’s  Marine Science Institiite.
worst-affected municipalities. One of the worst spill§ in the

Some villagers got sick after oil Philippines was in 2006,
smeared the sho ine, turning ~ tanker carrying two milli
rocksblackanpil gdark;globs of il sank off the central island
onthebeach., | | . . ofGuimaras.

Authorities have banned ﬁshmg Rodriguez said 500,000 liters
and swimmmg indefinitely, leav-  of oil leaked into the sea in that
mg thousands of f shennen won- _ incident, -
; ' hey can survive, - This time, she hoped “i
' 'i's:'i'ghtl. take six contained as soon as 0ssi

 RodrigueztoldARR | ||
fishermen have  Living ‘band-to-mouth’

ment —a Mbyalapanese -m-

e :.m| Semmutofezght
ttheoil keeps  have leaked. Of those, f
.- paynoﬁm- alrmdyemp!y

© ARTOON
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o-mouth,” Cruz sa:d,m
bea)?earbel'ore is

0 s already uuu@mg,
-"half:I 2 M ney

ow fisherman zrlon Fab-

5 said he was considering

ing lone of his fou- children
t of s¢hool to cut exjienses. |
\ _' ewould | gt il sI’SOéas\ly
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eer checks the water filter p
remove oil slick from the sunken tanker Princes
ing Corp. distributed food and relief packs to families aﬂeft
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of Pola, Oriental Mindoro t help
y. The Philippirie Amusement

d by the oil spill.
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OFFICIALS present during the Gabay Kalikasau-?ar_k Groundbreaking Ceremony are, from left, QC LGU's Climate dmﬁge’ o
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DENR, QC LGU

-

and Environmental Sustainability Department Representative Carl Ignacio; DENR-NCR Conservation and Develop ment )
Division Chief Aida Esguerraj DENR-BMB Caves, Wetlands and other Ecosystems Division OIC Chief Anson Tagtag; MPIC
Executive Director and Chief Finance, Sustainability and Risk Officer Chaye Cabal-Revilla; Barangay Mariana Chairperson

Regina Celeste San Miguel| Barangay Mariana Councilor Ma. Conception Amorillo; DENR-NCR Regional Executive
Director Jacqueline Caancarj; MPIC Vice President for Investor Relations Maricris Aldover-Ysmael; and QC LG

Development and Administration Department OIC Ar. Baltazar Avelino ; b

'ETRO P4
M' o e

company, broke grof
Kalikasan Park, in. p|

cdfic  Investments
(MPIC), the country’s
tructure investiment |

ind on- the Gabay

Department of Envir
Resources - Bi
Bureau (DENR-BMB]

of Environment and | urces —
National Capital Regidn (DENR-NCR), a.nd s

the local government

March 9, 023, represe

DENR-BMB, DENR-I
LGU, officially ushered

park model as part of
year public-private pa
biodiversity in the Phi

~ “MPIC | sees itsa

‘sector’s partner in
and  advocating '/

Chairman, President,
Pangilinan. “Expandin
friendly footprint is criacial to our mission _

atural Resources -
nit of Quezon City.

ntatives from MPIC,

to an urban green

mership for urban'
ppines.

artnership with the,
bnment and Natural
iversity Management
, the Department

g event held on

ICR, and the QC
the development of
Gabay Kalikasan Park finto
ithe landmark three-

f as the public
nation building,
br  environmental |
of that,” said MPIC
d CEO Manuel V.
g our biodiversity-

of uplifting the lives of Fili;;inos.?‘; L
The primary goal of the proj

and maintain functional urban

. spaces to regain ecosystem services, dmbp
resiliency, increase aesthetics and quality of

Parks

- . eét! ig
to contribute to the development of a
 biodiversity-friendly city to | increase
-~ access of wban dwellers to green spaces

urban environment, and bring people dlose

to nature to improve human weIl—T:jeingg |
“Given the circumstances, [ think [this

is the perfect site for this project,” said

Quezon City LGU Parks Development
and Administration Department OIC Ar.
Baltazar Avelino. “On behalf of our Mayor, I
would like to thank the DENR for initiating

‘the project and MPIC for funding the
- project. 1 hope we do more projects with

you and would like to thank all of you for
your initiatives.” i

The project aims to pilot the Adopt-a-
City approach in the implementation of the

Urban Biodiversity program, encoura ing:
business  sector support in creafi '
green urban communities at the ity anc
barangay/village level. fissipl

_ Mardial €. Amare, Jr. “Let

g
~in building green and resilien
says DE NR‘BWﬁEimctor and As;

s | B
Pl innig

nd stistaina
ies,” said MPIC Chiel

Wm;mwngam
: rovides a model
green iny

 the pandemic has taught us, 1 -
. spacesplay an important role ir ¢
. usphyscallyand mentally heal/
- improving the environmen . -
initiative of the MPIC to build
~ park in partnership with the D]
e the;_ Quezzon City -governr:r'=|a-1'1'?
- commendable”

“This ' partnexship with I

Secretary for
Foreign: Assisted

licy,
and Special

our collahorative work tow:
of developing biodiversity-f
in the copuntry énd in stre
biodiversity  conservatio
metropclis”
This partnership for Gabay K

Park bolsters MPIC’s  resolve

Philippines. It is
~ efforts of the conglom
to the United
" Developirent  Goals

the largest catalyst for -
.La!so: ahg,
erate to c¢
Nations Sus
(UN

primarily SDG 11 Sustainable Ci
Communities.

of the busine:s

Sus|

\ Park

n Park, apt'y named |

o5 enyir

onment
o our

become ‘a
afer, resilient,
Finance,
fficer Chaye

Jvernment
- greater
. environmental |responsibility in our
. country, for the good of our people and
. ourplanet.” i /
: Aside from the establishme it of the
linear park, the parties will also
implement important project
i chl as: developroent of
mmmneatlon, Education, a1 Public
- Awareriess (CEPA) plans and ripacif;y—
buildiny; trainings and worksho;  for the-
partner communities, among ot hers.
DENR-NCR | Regiona! | ecutive
Directol J ine Caancan ermnhasized
the goal of this program and th- impact
it will have. “Gabhy Kalikas I is'an

lence, the

= public
‘R and
is truly

'CaJsp
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Tampakan project contractor
150 -elcomes CA I;e |5|o.n

e Tampaan G

_"",tomelonalopanpit Tampakian Project to operaie within the

Rox A to' o, Ektemal Affairs and
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5 A|C sets higher capex for mining
NICKEL Asia Corp. (NAC) said o become fhe sple and exclusive
| thatits airzdlu:éd capital expc:admzre contractor for two mine properties
for its mining business this yearis located in Davaq Oriental.
f:;.m' : ent to P45 billion  Under the LOI, NAC orits wholly ke
st year's P2.5 billion.  owned subsidiary fvill be the contrac-
, Lhe fig baredbythﬁ tor for Ha tineral productios
'ég&n any eflumlngts carnings call  sharingagre SA) that covers
on Tuesday. | 4,999.71 he: (ha) in Mati and San
D has five operating mines  Isidro, Da ricntal and Austral-
which sold a combined 15,94 million ~ Asia’s MP g another 5,000
wet metric tons (WMT) of nickelore  hain Mati and Goy, Generoso, Davao
“in 2022, an 11 percent decline from ~ Oriental. || I 5 |
§(121’5 1'1‘ 94 million WMT. © Italso allows| the conduct of
l'. st: _cbruary, the company a feasibility stufly to determine ‘
it will conduct due diligence  the econor mic and technical vi-
cxpltal:lon activities as well ability for the establishment of a
nitive agreements  high-pressute adid Jeach plant or
Mining Corp. and  an equivalent mineral processing
ink Mining Corp. plant withi MPSA areas. -Jed
lcl:m‘t of igtent @Q‘D&Ma@aﬂl I ~
|
|
|
|
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The heat inde

L i

CABRERA

SR |

in Laoag City in/

Ilocos Sur may reach 48 degrees Celsius
on the first day of April, according

to the Philippine Atmospheric,

Geophysical and
Administration.

PAGASA said th
“extreme danger level
It said the heat ind
degrees Celsius tomd
The highest heat in

stronomical Services

is corresponds to an
" onits heat index chart.
ex may reach up to 44
rrow,

Hex recorded so far was

47 degrees Celsius in San Jose, Occidental
Mindoro on March 25 and in Butuan City in
Agusan del Norte on March 24.
PAGASA said extreme caution should be
taken during these temperature surges
The agency warned the public that high
temperatures may have adverse effects on
the body, such as fati gue, cramps, exhaustion
and stroke.
| The actual heat index ~ human disdom-
fort or the temperature felt by the body rela-
tive to high humidity — may be about ltwo
degrees higher than recorded temperatures.
PAGASA had raised the alért lével

reme
alert

to El Nifio watch as the probability of its
occurrence had reached 55 percent or higher.

It said the El Nifio phenomenon would
likely develop from July to September
following a transition from the current
neutral conditions in the El Nifio southern
oscillation,

The phenomenon, which increases the .
likelihood of below normal rainfall conditions,
may last uritil the first quarter of 2024,

[t may result in dry spells and droughts
insome areas of the country, with forecasters
expecting early impact on the Vi ayas and
Mindanao.




