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'IMarcos ad ordered the cre ion of I Water'Resource Manage
Depart nt of Environmen nd Natural Resources to achieve

The M cos administration be proactive
in addres Ing the looming glob water crisis
that is gravated by clim change, a
high-ran pg Philippine official 0 d the United
Nations r ently. .

Envir ment Secretary a. Antonia
Yulo-Loyz ga underscored bef r the United
Nations 2 23 Water Conferenc n New York
several I easures being unde t ken by the
Philippine to meet head-on t challe ges,
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there will be no ter cnsi dir
the summer mont s whe denand
is hlstorieally high, Cleofa 'aid the
delayed Iclliwa D remain the c. y
viable and long-te soluti n to the
increasingl water emand ~ etro
Manila and!nearby rovinces

"IfwedE!werKali a Dam,weWI be
reaching foilcomfort le wate ' see "ty
up to 2050 nd beyo d," she said.

"So we could p sue other water
projects a I he gove ent coul ielp
make smor h their plementation. I
hope it's no like th Kaliwa Dam t1at
took us ov r seven and a half Ysars
before we Slbirted," leofas said.

She saf the pr ~ect contractor,
China Ener!:!lEngin, ering Corpora on
Limited,VO'jed to Wi k roun -the-clock
to complete . e proj ct in 2026and the
commissioIil~[lgof th dam co lld s
by early 20:1.1.

Kaliwa 'am is a 70-meter-high
concrete ~'~wity da on the Kahwa
River that ~ ilU have reservoir surface
area of 291 ectar . It . I have a
maximum gr ss rese oir vol ime .57
million cubid mete and a 'ch::.ge

-Y$~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-lt~_~ca~p~ac~I!5'ty~Of 1300milli liters a day.

----
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THE Philip ines is proactively addres i g
the loomi 9 water crisis brought abo t
by climate change, Environment Secr -
tary Ma. Atonia Yulo-loyzaga assur d
the United Nations during the UN 20 3
Water Con erence held in New York fr
March 22 t 24.

"Today, ore than ever, there is it

critical ne for nexus governance,
climate an disaster resilience, one t a
pursues a s rategic balance between
supply and onsumption of water for
health, foo ,energy, and environ men
security," s if' said. "The Philippines is
moving de sively in this direction."

Yulo-lo' aga cited the creation of
the Water fsource Management Offi e
(WRMO) u rer the Department of E i-
ronment a ~ Natural Resources (DEN )
"to achieve water security by integrat n
the functio s of all agencies with wat r
related ma f,ates."

The WR is aligned with new
legislation, ,reating an apex body for .
comprehen Ive water resource manag -
ment that ill adopt an all-hazards a d
risk-inform d integrated water resour e
manageme t approach.

Yulo-loyzaga said achieving
dequate and equitable access to safe
rinking water and sanitation services is
t the core of sustainable development.

"All the plans and programs of the
overnment to provide universal ac-
ess to safe, sufficient, affordable, and
ustainable water supply, sanitation,
nd hygiene will be completed by

~030,,, she said.
An integrated water management

pproach also ensures that local govern-
ent units'water-related policies and

ctions are aligned with the Philippine
evelopment Plan.

"We are establishing the national
eospatial database for naturalresourc-
s, including water, in order to achieve

c oss-ruttlnq development goals,
e-risked investments, and improve the
ater resource management down to

t e community level;' Yulo-loyzaga said.
"It underpins our natural capital

~

accounting programs and, establishes
t e physical bases of the design of

ater-related social and infrastruc-
t re programs, which aim to ensure
t at no ecosystem or communit·y is

•
1 gioate
s ures U

Ie ~ behind," she added.
he Philippines ranks fourth am ng

t~ ountries in the world most aff cted
b~ ater-related disasters.

I' xtreme rainfall events and
p II nged periods of drought have
i iacted our food and (·nergy supp y.
Been 2010 and 2019, damages
in rred due to floods, drouqhts an
st s have amounted to $10 billio ,"
Y I -loyzaqa said.

later stress and insecurity rem in
a disasters do move people into
p . rty. We are not alone. Climate- ul-
n ble developing countries are fa ed
wi similar crises," she lid ded.

T e Marcos administratton, she sid,
is I ared toward three major policy
di tions: the establishment of the
W 0; the building of the National
Na ral Geospatial Database, with ater
as aver, in support of the natural apl-
tal counting system; and advancin
th hilippine Health Fa<ility Develo -
m I Plan 2020-2040, especially giv ng
pri ty access to water, sanitation a d
hy I ne in pubuc health care faciliti s.

ATHERINE S .. VALEN E
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PRESlq~NT M rcos Jr. yeste day
assured re publi that his a ·n-
istratiO~ already has an "ov tall
plan" to address e looming w ter
crisis in the cou try and m age
what wa~er resou ces are avail Ie.

"It's just reall a question of
. ~

manag~g our ater. .. we ept
postpo g this oblern over the
many, m y years t every level. So,
it's time a put it t gether, to p t in
a cohesi e plan th tall LGUs 0 cal
governJent unit) could foll w,
all agen1ies of g vernment c uld
follow:' the Presid nt said in . ed
English and Filipin during an i r-
view on t:h~sidelin s of the Pag-
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e have an
add bss water

Fund Chairrn sI-port at the Mall
of Asia Compl xt Pasay City.

Marcos said rlart of this "co-
hesive," "over ',' plah is the shift
from sourcing 'fater9 from deep
wells to using already available
"surface waters"

He it also inc udes the use of in-
frastructures s3Chas flood control
structures, like ams and dikes, that
could supply = for itrigation,
as well as the use of hybrid seeds
of rice and oth higHvalue crops
that do very we uring dry season
and do not req too much water.

"In terms of e production, we
have already ide .fled certain vari-
eties, hybrid vari .es especially,that
do very well du . g th cIy season.
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He recentl formed the Office
of '~7ater M nagement (CWM)
which is cur ntly under the Of-
fice of the Pr sident (OP) and the
Department f Environment and
Natural Reso ces (DENR).

'~II,.U of th se things we have
already put u together - we have
already [put] ogether [an] overall
plan. Now, w have to 'implement
it," the Presi nt said.

On the c ncerns about the
impact of t e EI Nino weather
phe nomeno , Marcos said the
government i also relying on the
OWM to ad ess this and ensure
the supply potable drinking
water and ir igation during the
dry spell,
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Marcos: Gov't

addressing
water woe

By EXIS ROMERO

e administration
is ad ressing the water
crisis President Marcos
said esterday as he
re'ite ted the need to
imp ve the way the
coun y manages the
reso e.

o Monday, Sen.
Nanc Binay cited the

need to prep re fo an
impending w te~ isis,
saying the co nt has
been affected e 1 rly
by the EINino he m-
enon and yet it on ues
tobe caught 0 a by
water shortag

Binay urge a-
tional Water es
Board (NWRB

Turn
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its "h listie and comprehensive
water urce plan" and its water
allocati n and reuse policywith the
local g vemments, so that it can be
impl entedatthecommunitylevel

She ked how many rainwater
collecti n systems have been built
by the ovemment in the more than
42,000 arangays in the country
since e Rainwater Collector and
Spring Development Aft was
passed in 1989, as well as how
many f these are damaged and
require habilitation,

Ask to react to the call for a
ensive plan to address a

possibl water crisis, Marcos said
the gov rnment has an "overall
plan" ' ed at improving the way
water re ources are managed.

"The may not have heard the
fact that e have organized already
the Offi e of Water Management
precisel to address this problem,"
Marcos id,

/I All f these things w~ have
already ut up together - we have
already ( ut) together (an) overall
plan. No ,we have to implement
it... The are many agencies that
are cone rned when it comes to
water m gement. So we have to
make it re cohesive," he added.

Marco said the Officeof Water
Manage nt would be attached to
the Office of the President and the
environm t department.

Malac ang has yet to release a
copy of th executiveorder creating
the office, hich is tasked to ensure
~ufficient ater supply and address
environm tal challenges.

Marcos .ted the need for a shift
in the way ater supply is acquired
from wells 0 surface water.

He sai the government has
identified brid rice varieties that
an surviv during the dry sea~pn.

''Thewa managementprol::libn
twe hav in thePhilippines...goes

yond just griculture.Agriculture
is an extre ely important part of
it but we talking about irriga-
tion - water or irrigation,water for
power prod dion,.ourmanagement

--_.---

of surfacewater in flood COI1 I and
for irrigationas well,"M~ said.

"We already have a problem but
then there's now the new f ctor or
not-so-new factorof climateChange
that we really have to de with.
The good thing is that we ha e seen
many examples of water manage-
ment around the world which we
can emulate."

The President expressed hope
that Congress would pass a bill
creating a water agency.

"We are hoping down th road
there are bills that have bee fil;J
in the legislature,in both houses, es-
tablishing the Department ofWater
Management, and that's precisely
what we are trying to face,"he said.

'Adequate
this summer'

The Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System (MWSS)has
expressed confidence that witH
conservation efforts, water su ply
would be adequate this summer.

MWSS administrator Le nor
Oeofas yesterday brushed off or-
ries of water shortage this s er
despitetheElNifiophenomenon ro-
jectedin the secondhalf of the ~ar.

Starting yesterday, west zone
concessionaire Maynilad 'Vater
Services Inc. implemented da Iy
water service interruption 1 ' P rts
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tio ~ Power Corp., Angat Dam's
ele tion as of 8 a.m. yesterday,
is t 203f5 meters, 23.25 meters
m r th the 180 meters mini-
m Iljl op ating level.

onor Cleofas,MWSS admin-
or, saidat the sidelinesof the

K . a dam project construction
sit . Teresa, Rizal yesterday the
teo .callworking group on the
An t Dam has its own simulation
.tha howed "good prognosis" for
the f: cility'selevationuntil the end

and end-August this
ody is chaired by the
ter Resources Board

osed of the National
dministration N1WSS
takeholders of the

MWSS
gat but thes can (beof) help
ur water n eds during the

su er months," Cleofas added.
T e MWSS s d construction

of t e Kaliwa m has hit 24
perc t. The da is targeted for
com letion by en -2026 and op-
erati nal byJanu 2027.

M anwhile, t Local Water
Utili es Administ tion (LWUA)

is pushing for a conservation
prl~am that will manage water
su ply of 532 water districts in
the country.

'fith both public .and private
sta crolders. we willhave a whole
of ation approach on a conserva-
tio rogram for water resources
sin this early, this month, we

,air y fe I the increased need for

+-- -1--- _



M nila Water s service
area neludes Mari. na, Pasig,
Mak ti, Tagu g, Pa ros, Man-
dalu ong, Sa Jua portions
of Q ezon C ty ar d Manila,
and everal town in Rizal
provi ceo

M ynilad !erves che cities
of M nila, e cep portions
of Sa Andre an Sta. Ana.
It al 0 operates i I Quezon
City, Makati Calc can, Pa-
say, araftaque, s Pifias,
Mun inlupa Va nzueIa,
Navo as,andHa ab In.

It Iso SUP[Ies t .e cities of
Cavit , Bacoo a d nus, and
the t s of J awit ~oveleta,
and R sario, aJ In C vite prov-
ince.

M ro Paci ICIn' estments
Corp. which h s major-
ity st e in Ma vn lac is one of
three hilippine un of Hong
Kong ased F rst acific Co.
Ltd., e othe s bei 19 Philex
Minin Corp. a id fL T, Inc.

Ha tings Holdin .1, Inc., a
unit 0 PLDT Penef !lal Trust
Fund ubsidiary Me iaQuest
Holdi gs, Inc., has a I interest
in Bu iness Wo ld th ough the
Philip ine Sta Gro p, which
it con rois. - Ash 'Erika
O.Jos

~inessWorl
TIT E:

-se on
dema dseen
,byup 015%

DRYI:'EASON ter demand
in M~tro Manila and nearby
provfnces is expec ledto exceed
normljlleveis by to 15%,ac-
cording to Manil Water Co.,
one 011the capital region's two
water suppliers.

In the east z re, Nestor
Jeric T.SevilIa, Jr. Manila Wa-
ter's COrporate str tegic affairs
group head, said: "Normally,
durin~ summer, emand in-
creases by about 1 to 15%."

In a Viber mess ge to Busi-
ness Wdrld, Mr. Se . a said the
curren supply is 1, 00 million
liters p r day (ML e from the
primary water so tce, Angat
Dam, with dema ~ roughly
equival~nt.

"We get about I, 00 million more
liters ofwaterperd rfromAn- 24% c
gat as 0 r 40% allo ation," he On
said, ad1ing that th company Dam i
draws additional ater from operat
its Cardona water eatment of 20
plant (~00-1l0 M D); deep tional
wells (50 MLD to pO MLD) Ms.
and bacl{wash recov ry opera- regula
tions (3A MLD). I structi

He s~d peak dem nd in the year.
dry seas~n is project d at up to The WSS estimates that
1,7001\1 D. as of M ch 28, water levels at

Mayn lad Water Services, Angat m are at 203.25 me-
Inc. had a more co servative ters, ab e the 192meters con-
estimate of 5-6% d ~mand in sidered be the dam's normal
excess °10rmalleVe ~. operati level. The ideal level

"The ernand inc eases by is pe,gge at 212 meters, which
5 to 6% uring sum er, and incol-po tes a safety margin
we are seeing this eft ct now," for the season.
Jennifer C. Rufo, a ompany Anga Dam accounts for
spokesperson, told usiness- about 9 0 of the capital's po-
World via Viber me sage o.~n~=-ta_b_l_e_w=a~r•.•.~..,....~=-c--,--,,~~,,-Tuesday.

at we are saying right
s that we are not relying
gat dam alone; we have
to medium term sources.
aye additional water
y (which) will help us

thro the summer months,"
shes id,

T MWSS said in January
that is projecting a possible
sho I in 2024 if population
gro continues and the Phil-
ippin does not develop new
wate ources.

M • Cleofas said that the
MW is still positive about
finis i g the Kaliwa Dam by
the e of2026.

far, including the de-
engineering design,
r less Kaliwa Dam is
plete," she said.
completed, the Kaliwa
xpected to commence
ns by the first quarter
with projected addi-
pply of 600 MLD.
leofas said the water
r hopes to start con-
g the dam within the

~
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or Filipinos are once zpore
. out water shortage, prompted

by the I ict ble service Interruptions of
water u ii:ieS that occur almost annually
whenev 'the ry season comes arounl ;
, And ~ke Illockwork, our govern ent

leaders on e more making all the ight
noises I' allin,' for a coordinated resp nse- '
to this c I leng ,proffering master plans and
new age ' ies ~ the solution to a pro lem :

that has seemed t ' efy r lution year in and year ut, ~
No less than r sid t Marcos has warned hat

the country Is fa,· a at" crisiswhichtltroat ns
not only the Phil pin economy but society as 'a
whole, adding tha e re uired response to this situ~~'
arion has been "co' inu Iy postponed." •...\

Indeed, it has. d ess the incumbent ad '
tration does thinga]; ere tly this time around, it i in
danger of ending u e I other administrations be me .
it: Kicking the wate' tis~ can down the road with e
minimum required' spo e and letting future lea ers
tackle future editio 'of water shortage while FiIfpk
nos suffer dry taps e hottest months of the~ar.

UnfortUnately, 0 secure new sources of _,
ter supply for the co 'try', owing metropolises al , st;
always run into op itio from environmentalists e-
crying the harm ne I . would cause and local com-
munmes lamenting I e lo~ of their ancestral dOmal~

These concerns val d, but urgent solutions m st
he secured for the 11 I s of ilIions of Filipinos for cI an
water and for the e .ent nctioning of the nation.

This doesn't m: t~ t policymakers should ~n
ro ughshod over e ron ental and local concer s.
It means these war' r sup Iy solutions like new da i;
should be built wit I s Ii' Ie harm to their surrou d-
ings as possible an I her that's not possible; offset-
ting mechanisms Il ' re~? estation programs should
be put in place to m t gate the damage.

Affected indigen' s co unities should be relo-
cared, offered altern e f of livelihood, and com-
pensatedfoftheif lOa' fice f offering their land so that'
rnllllons more of tIle ' elIo,' citizens iile able tO'Survive .'
and function efficien in' eir day-to-day lives.

Meanwhile, wat I: utili ies should be more proac-
tive in investing in I d bu lding their supply capaci-
ties so that they do r get' aught flatfooted by rising
demand for potable , ate~, as is what's happening to
Maynilad Water Se ce~nc. today and what hap-
pened to Manila Wa Co, a few years ago.

On the part of e nsumer, we should stop
whining about the : t 0 potable water, especially
when rate hikes are ede to finance the construc-
tion of new facilitie ' ikeil reatment plants and pipe
networks. And reg torS should carefully balance'
the interests ofwate I' onc¢ sionaires and consumers,
ens uring that one si ~ s a41 antage does not translate
to the detriment of t I ot~ r.

Finally, p6I!tici 1 sh~' Id stop pandering to Jhe
public with their' p' uli~ pronouncements every
time someone raise lei evitable opposing voice
to these water suppl I 01 ons. Once the public has
been .consulted, onc ' he lolicies have' been agreed
on, and once a broa ' on~~nsus has been achieved,
our political leaders I houl~ have the backbone to
forge 'ahead with th I di~ftult solutions instead of
worrying about losin I v04~ courtesy of a vocal rni-
nori ty in the next ele ons')
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By Rio N. Ara~i
and Othel.V. (: mpos

Island Passa e, a
biodiversity.

Roel dela ruz PhilSA, said thp oil
slick was si ted 'n Verde Island1)e-
tween Minda a a d Batangas on March

Nextl~lge

THE Philippine pace' Agency (Phil-
SA) on Tuesda said satellite images
showed new trac 's of oil slick in Verde
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~ 5ete I'-Ite -n-I A m~mh lifter the sin 'ing l)f MT ----

~ I.'I \ Princess Empress off the oast of Ori-
From Al I ental Mindoro the Prote t Verde Is-,

land Passage (Protect VI ) launched
a coalit!' n called 50S -- top the Oil
Spill, S e Our Seas! to po 1efforts in
calling pr immediate ac ountability
and acti In on the oil spill. .

"We, a collective of concerned
and affected stakeholders are very
alarmed by the inadequa e level of
response afforded to thi disaster.
While ~vernment agen ies have
been ta i g action, it doe not seem
to be the prompt and coor inated re-
sponse nFeded by this oil s ill which
is already a disaster ofnatio al and in-
ternational proportions," P teet VIP
convener\1r. Edwin Garigu z said.

''A. tra dy of this scale one that
directly fects an estimat d 36,000
families hose lives and Ii elihoods
are inter pven into the hea th of our
seas -- rn~st be met with th greatest
possible II tion and highest standard
for accou ability of all .inv lved aC-

1tors," he sid.
The Phi ppine Coast Gua d, mean-

while, wel omed the arriv I 'of the
Korean Crast Guard Ernerg ncy Re-
sponse Team at the PCG hea quarters
in Manila exactly a month fter the
MT Princ~~s Empress sank n ar Nau- \
jan, Orienf I Mindoro.

I I

,3 -29'- 23

27 at 10 a.m.
The newest satellite i~age showed

"relatively long d~l sli k" in Verde
Island, contrary tol the port by the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) that the
area "no longer had oil spill traces."

Another satellite image obtained
from a private firm, Planet Labs, still
needed to be processed a~d analyzed.

PhHSA said the s~tellit images are
important reels thatl can elp authori-
ties in the cleanup and ontainment
of the oil spill off Orien al Mindoro
caused by the sinking ofihe MT Prin-
cess Empress with 900,doo liters of
industrial fuel oil. I '

The 'PCG and the Defartment of
Environment and N~tura_,Resources
(DENR) are given oopies of the sat-
ellite images and maps showing the
progression and the scope bf the areas

J I

affected by the oil SPlll.,
The University of the ~iliPPines-

Marine Science Insti ute i one of the
recipients of PhilSA's sate ite images
to bell' in developing oil ~pill trajec-
tory models.

Greenpeace Philippines on Tues-
day alleged that insuCfrs Q IMT Prin-
cess Empress has befo di couraging
claimants from exercising their legal
right tl) seek justice over ompensa-
tion money,

Jefferson Chua, Greenpace cam-
paigner, said there 3~e r ports that
Itheinsu rers have bee disS ladingpo-
ential claimants fro fili g charges
gainst RDC Reield Marin Services,
he company that owns the T Prin-
ess Empress.
"It is utterly unacceptab e that an

nsurer would discourage laimants
rom exercising their Ilega right to
eek justice while dangling compen-
ation money over their he s. Com-
unities have suffered enou h in the
ast month and the last t ing they
eed is I~,oredisenfra~~tSe ent from
ompames who conti ue t operate
ith impunity," he said. I
While the insurer has the esponsi-

ility of making sure c1aim~ts fully
nowtheir rights and the con equenc-

of their choices, it has no business
ring their suggestiollfl ab ut what

claimants should or sho~id n t be do-
img,"he added.

He called on the govern~ent to
ake polluters take,responsibility for

the oil spill and pay reparations due to
tIle communities. \

I I



CITYOF LA AN-Concerned
organiza i ns n Tuesday de-'
manded "ran parent, urgent
and suffi i nt a tion" on the oil

ental Min ro d some areas in
Antique, aw and Batangas
since MT ince s Empress sank

off Nauja ow on Feb. 28. I eTlaN Policeman, fis erfolk and v olun-
The S p ~ Oil Spill (SOS) sed spill booms along t e coast of Sa angay

coalition, roa network of civil ity,Oriental Mindoro, on March 2 to contain
society or izaf ons, rioted that .GEN. RHODERICK ,a,RMAME TO/CONTRIBUT JR
it has bee mo th since the oil-------1I-L--+I!+----- __
spill wrou t h oc in Oriental
Mindoro ? ne by seas but in-
vestigatio I by c ncerned agen-

, cies rem ~ed navailable for
public scr tmy.

"Ap fro the Depart-
ment of E ~iron ent and Nat-
ural Resou oes ( ENR),none of
the involv d ag ncies provid-
ed docum qts, uch as cargo
manifest, i !esti ation reports
or oil-spill r spo se plans that
would she igh on the liable
actors," th rou said at a vir-
tual press bI . fin .

The coa i ion aid they have
been req e tin documents
about the n;cide t from gov-
ernment a :pcie , such as the
Bureau of f,sto s, Maritime
Industry hor ty (Marina),
Philippine ast Guard (PCG)
and Office f the ivil Defense
but to no av il.
. Dubbed '$top the Oil Spill,
Save Our Se ~'"or OS,the coa-
lition is com I osed f representa-
tives from th Prot ct VIP(Verde
Island Passa e) Ne ork; Center
for Energy, cplo~, and Devel-
opment (CE .6);Oqeana Philip-
pines; Green ace Philippines;
and affected c nities in Ori-
entalMindon nd atangaL
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I 'Invisibility' of
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T 'e members of the I ew-
ly fo ed coalition said. hey
want d to "ensure just r p a-
tion d sustained recove for
affec d communities and i di-
versi " and by now shoul old
acco ntable those resp ible
for t b oil spill that con ~ues
to sp ad in the waters f Ithe
affect d provinces, threat ling
vital arine resources, incl ing
the V rde Island Passage. I

T e Verde Island Pass ge is
a str it between Batanga nd
Mind ro islands that biodi rsi-
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ty experts declared in 2005 as e
Earth's "center of marine sho e-
fish biodiversity."

MT Princess Empress
carrying 800,000 liters of
dustrial oil when it sank. As ~f
Sunday, io.zoe liters of oil wa e
and 72,643 kilos of oil-coated e-
bris had been collectedin cle ij.-
up operations by PCG person el
land concerned communiti s,
Defense Senior Undersecret ry
Carlito Galvez Jr. had reporte

f calamity; and Hatang City
nd Tingley town in Bat gas.

Gerry Aranc es, the CEED
xecutive director, noted i took
ree weeks for the ship wner

I 0 deploy a remotely op rated
essel to locate the sunke tank-
r, "only to find out it cou d not
top the leak."

'Agonlztngly slow'
"The response has be n ag-

nizingly slow, but even more
laring is the invisibili of

t ose truly responsible f this
tastrophe-(shipowner ROC

.eield Marine Services, S Har-
or Bulk Terminal Corp and

extension San Miguel orp.
ipping and Lighterage, said

reenpeace Philippines cam-
igner Jefferson Chua.
SL Harbor chartere
ker from Bataan to

hen it sank. SL Harbor is
diary of SMC Shipping.

"One month a:fter the oi spill
, agedy, accountability re ains
usive. In Oriental Min oro,
herfolk in several towns e ex-
essing frustratio n over th slow

, clarduous process of ob . ing
mpensation from the co any
at owns the MT Princes Em-
ess, the vessel responsib for
e spill," Fernando Hicap, P al-

ya chair, said ill a statem nt.
Citing the Revised Rul s on

evention, Containment, A ate-
ent and Control of Oil Mine
llution, the SOS coalitio said
affected communities 10-
governments who woul file

I· s or actions fdr comp nsa-~I .
. n should be covered by a cash

nd of at least Pzo million om
shipowner or its insurer, har-

er and owner of the oil.- ITH A

ORT FROM DELFIN T. IIIALLARI J ,INQ

'Inadequate'
"We, a collective of conce d

and affected stakeholders, qe
very alarmed by the inadequ te
level of response afforded to
this disaster," the group said i a
statement read by Calapan-bas
Fr. Edwin Gariguez, lead con -
nor of the Protect VIP Netwo ~,

, during an online forum.
In a separate stateme t,

activist fisherfolk group Pam t-·
akaya said they joined the co -
lition to push for an immedi e
response to the oil spill for t f
benefit of fisherfolk who are ' e
most affected by the effects of f
harmful substance in the wat

Around 18,000 fisherm n
from Oriental Mindoro and p
of Antique and Palawari ha e
been unable to return to th ·r
normal fishing activities for a
month now, Pamalakaya said.

According to the DENR, t
oil spill has spread to the Ci
of Calapan and the towns €
Bansud, Bongabong, Bulalaca ,
Gloria, Magsaysay, Mansala ~
Naujan, Pinamalayan and Po a
on Mindoro Island. Also a-
fected were the coastal tow s
of Agutaya and Taytay in Pa -
awan: Caluya town in Antiqu j
w:hich was placed under a sta
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o e month after t~ motor tanker Prin-
cess mpress sank in t ewaters off Naujan,
Orie tal Mindoro, the vessel is still leaking
aro d 400,000liters f industrial fuel.

P lippine Coast Guard (fCG) spokesman
Rear dmiral Armand Balilo r ported yesterday
that ore than 400,000 liters f fuel had leaked
from e sunken vessel.l

tanker was repa edly carrying 822,000
f fuel.

B iIo said around 46 . ometers of the 55-kilo-
mete areaaffectedby the il spill had been cleaned.

II It least parang ma rOfln tayong nakikiiang
prog ess sa pag-responde a oil ~pill .. ,may natitira
pang angie, pero mas m aki nil ang nalinis natin,
fro 5 to nine kilomet rs na lIang," he said.

B ilo said the PCG s w~ting for remotely
oper ted vehicles to he p pa ch the 23 leaking
area of the sunken ves e .

I

govebment-initiated relief progr"
hit communities," Azurin said.He directed the PNP Maritime
available its floating assets to ass~
locafgove~ent units in cleanu
ment operations,

Alternative livell 00
Meanwhile, Tourism Secretary fis

said the Department of Tourism P
train workers in the tourism indu IT
affected by the oil spill.

I~ a radio interview, Frasco sai th
would focus on alternative types w

About 63 tourism sites and 1,0 b
10towns in Oriental Mindoro ha ~e
by the oil spill.

Frasco directed the regional offi es
to monitor the situation and craft fC
to provide assistance to affected uri
ers and stakeholders. - With Em an

I Mark Ernest Villeza, Rainier All~II~~~jL-+4--- ...•
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assistance "oJIthe int rnational
laking the job easier.
the Korea Coast Gu d paid a

t the peG main office in Maru a
t of its efforts to help in oil spill

pe tions.
. personnel from the U and Japan
lpi I while privatesector oupsha e
pe from France and Sing pore.
e i age obtained ~)y the hilippine
n (PhilSA) yesterday sh wed new
il s . k in the Verde Island P ssage, the
tell f marine biodiv ersity. . .

oel dela Cruz, howev r, stressed
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400,000 liters 0
industrial fuel st 11 Ijn
sunken tanker - ~G

Close to 400,000 liters of
industrial oil remain intact
inside th%ill-fated MT Prin-
cess Em ress which sank off
the wate of Naujan, Oriental
Mindoro exactly a month ago,
the Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) disclosed on Tuesday,
March 281

PCG spokesperson Rear
Admiral Armand Balilo said
the estimate was based on the
study and assessment con-
ducted by experts who have
been helping in the clean-up
and containment of the indus-
trial oil that spilled after the

sinking of t e v ssel.
"From t e or' tn,al822,000

liters, close 04 0 [thousand]
liters remain at he vessel as
a result of tel ak from the
tankers," s id rli1o, add-
ing the figure i still under
validation.

Earlier, t w ,~ reported
that the re ot y operated
vehicle brou t i by Japanese
experts spot ed s eral holes
in some of tee t tankers
of the MT Pri ces Empress-
which have en ~using the '
oil spill.

According to alilo, four
of the eight tan ers
located at the ear pr- ~ 6
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00 liters of industrial fu I
sunken tanker - peG 1

400,
still i
tion of the ve sel were almost empty
based on the xperts' reports.

"There ar still fuel inside .~he
f~ur tankers located in front and
Tank Numbe 4 is still full," said
Balilo in a p ss briefing after tHe
situation brie ing of PCGand Korean
Coast Guard n Tuesday, March ~8.
"What we are ocusing on right n?'IV
is how to rec ver those remainir~
fuel in the ve el. "

Goo response
The PCG a well as the national

government ave been praised by
both the Iap nese and American
experts for t eir response in the

I!

offshore oil spill r sponse oper tion
on Monday, Marc 27.

For shoreline esponse, th PCG
collected 130 sack of oil cont i-
nated materials 0 March '2.7.

So far, the P G has collected
3,644.5 sacks and 2 drums of aste
in 13-affected bar ngays in Na an,
Bulalacao, and Pol .Driental f nd-
oro since March 1.

'Uncon itional
indemni "sough

Meanwhile, fi herfo k gl up
Pambansang Lak s ng ilu ang
Mamamalakaya ng ilipina: (Pa al-
akaya) has urged t e own er 0 T
Princess Empress 0 prov de " m-

Continuous clean-up conditional indem ity" to aff ed
On Tuesday, the PCG report d fishers and coastal esidents

that it collected 10,163 liters of ot y The group not d that aro ld
water mixture and 123 sacks 9f oi - 18,000 fisherfolk fro Orien a N' 1- ,

contaminated materials dUrieg i s _d_o_ro_,_p_a_r_t_sof Antiq e and Ialawan,

clean-up drive and in the c
ment of the oil spill.

Exactly a month after the it s {lJ
response, Balilo reported th tar as
affected have decreased.

"From 55 kilometers of tfeC ed
areas, the areas where the atc es
of oil are seen were reduced 0 n ne
kilometers," said Balilo. "With t .s,
at least we have been seeing p ogr ss
in our spill response."

\

\

\

\

\
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are unable t eturn to their fishing
activities fo~a month now due to
the oil spill. ~

"One mo h after the oil spill
tragedy, ac untability remains
elusive. In 0 iental Mindoro, fish-
erfolk in sev ral towns are express-
ing frustratil>~ over the slow and
arduous procs s of obtaining com-
pensation fr n the company that
owns the MT incess Empress, the
vessel respon ible for the spill," the
Pamalakaya c!h airperson Fernando
Hicap said ir staternenr released,
Tuesday, Mar Ii 28.

As the oil ~ill from the sunken
tanker contin ~s to affect the live-
lihood of fish rfolk, the group said
it became harr ~r for fishers to cope
with the "inn ~cate compensation
process."

The Pamala ',ya reported that the
families of fis ers are experiencing

I

"prolon ld )j riods of hungqr."
"We once again urge for the

prompt ~nd irect distribUition of
compem~tioh to the impacted fish-
erfolk a f:I t eir families rEl's:iding
along co stal eas," he said. "Apart
from con ien tion, the owner of the
sunken v se hould be compelled to
shoulder he ng-term rehabilita-
tion of tl , af cted fisheries, man-
groves, It efs, nd coasts, to restore
their pre, ibu itality."

EarIieJ~ I ~malakaya said the
owner of t~e ']' Princess Empress
should be hel, liable as well as con-
cerned g ,hr hient agencies that
will be fo r·~d ~~gligent in allowing
the vessel to s 1.

Due to ~he sn spill, local gov-
ernments 1ter prompted to impose
fishing b<f6. f t): fear of fish con-
taminatio~~· (\i i h a report from leI
Santos) 11
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KOREANASSIST NCE- Philip ine coast Guard (PCGJfr0mmandant Admiral Artemio Abu (front tow" ~'rd from right) di~l(:ussesw, h officials oft~ e Korean
Coast Guard £ ergency Res onse Team, headed by Director of Marine Pollution Response DiVisio ee Jongnam, the Ilrogress of the ef rts t: contain
theoll spill tha occurred in the waters off OrienllJ Mindoro althe peG headquarters in Ma il" u"day, March 2'~' 2023. [ Ii Vicoy) ~
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N arly 400 liters of fuel 0·'

have le ~ed out: peG
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The PCG initiallysaidtheves 1
ing 800,000 liters of fuel oil b la
the vesselwas transporting 906 qoO .

"Basedon our study,out of 8
(cargo),more than 300,000 or lose 400,000
liters of oil are left inside th ves 1. We are
validatingthis," BaIilosaid. I

He said the figurewas base on
ment of the Crisis Managem ht
taking into account inputs of il sp
fxperts and findings of the re ote
vehicle (ROV)operation last eek.

PCG deputy commandant for
. I

Vi e Adm. olando Lizo I Punzala
sai five of the eight ca go tanks
of the vess sustained" tructural
-da age."

'Based n the RO\ survey,
there are n more sigh . ~s of oil
corning ou of these ( ve cargo
tanks)," Pu zalan said.

~

When e checked e cargo
m nifest, t ese five ta ks con-
t - ed mor or less 400 00 liters
(0 oil)," a ded Punzal ,adding
this was p obably th oil that
spilled d - g the initial eek.

lPunzalansaid oil is als r seeping

out from e other tanks with no
structural ~ama!e.

"If we ~btr ct that (400,000
liters) fro the eported cargo of
more or 1 s 820,000 liters,which
we are us as reference at pres-
ent, the e airfng oil (inside) is
350,000 . ers or so because of
leakage . e tanks that did not
suffer str ~turaldamage," said

Punz saidtheyarepreparing
for a ba~ '. g 0Iration, or placing
of spec! Ii ed ags, at the tanks
that are S 0 ly pillingoil.

"This i ~o c ntain the seepage
but it (oil atgQes inside the bags)
has to be llected,"saidPunzalan.

D D
ANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
TORY

duri its offshoreoil response
operatio s fromMarch to 27.

In its horeIinecleantp, the PCG
said 3,6 4.5 sacks and 22 drums
of was have been collected in
13 affe ted barangays in Naujan,
Bulalac 0, and Po a towns during
the sam period.

Yest day, PCG cc nmandant
Adm. temioAbu me withSouth
Korean oast Guard o:Iicialsat the
PCG h adquarters ill 1Ianila.

"Th discussed t ~e current
situatio of Oriental vundoro oil
spillan strategizedplansof action
to au ent the 0 19Oin.~oil spillre-
sponse perations," ta . PCG said.
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Korean Coast G ard Emer ency Respon so
eadquarters in Manila on Tu sday, 28 Man:h.
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E, DENR coll b ration
~ht on incenti i, ing

ste-to-energy e tures
ByMV M.V~CO

~ctiJeand functional col-
labor ~on between the Depart-
rnent 9f Energy (DOE)and De-
part ~nt df Environment and
Natu al Resources (DENR) is
bein sought on incentivizing
inves ments on the waste-to-
ener (wr~)space, so the Phil-
ippin s1ouldhave innovationon
altern lvefuel that can be used
for tr sport - including the
avian indhstry; as well as for
powe ~eneration.

In int rview,DitmarGorg-
es, m agirlg partner of MET-
Power lenture Partners, a sub-
sidia ,f Metro Pacific Invest-
ments orp] (MPIC), indicated
that if t~e two departments will
work ogether on enthusiasti-
callyp i0tihgwaste-to-energy
ventu e , tlie Philippines will
have a ed valuable solution to
its ene supply predicaments;
while ~oaddressing the coun-
try's dl ~m~ on pollution.

«0 ~thingwe'vebeenmiss-
ingout s:wepavea lotoforganic
wastes ~m the agriculture sec-
tor and sofrom the municipali-
ties an e're not using that, so
the DO and DENRshall work
togethe a turn that into usage
energy source," he said.

Gor s added «that's a point
where're missing'out a little
bit - re missing out on the
potenti l~ agricultural organic
waste - e pig manure; or rice
husks e're burning them;
so inste of burning them, you
can use at in abiogasplant and
convert t into energy."

He er noted "what I'm
trying t get tejis: the DENRhas
problem .th all that wastes; and
most of em are going to sani-
tary Ian f s...and as you know,
the land i Is have been getting
biggera dbiggerand it's a major
issue - a we're not using these
to gener t energy."

phasized «if the
nts - DOE and

II ark together and
make us of t: collaborationin
giving i cen . es to use agricul-
tural wa tes municipalwastes
to gener te e rgy - then wecan
address pt j t ourwaste prob_
lems, bu fUs nergy supply.It's
some . g th 's reallymissing."

In a er untries like Ger-
.many, e c veyed that fuel
derived 00 rganic wastes ..
includin tho from households,
are now run ng part of their
transpor sy t III like the city
buses an ci icks,

«For e~a Ie in Germany,
even for {pig . anur~ o~chic~en
manure, tlhere specialmcentive
for using tha . a biogas plant
to generate rgy - you can
also turn tha nta power," he
pointed 0 t.

Garg s fu her stated that
biagas m~y al be upgraded to
the equi~91e t of compressed
natural gat( C ),and that could
match th qu ty of gas being
drawn fro th alampayafield.

Citing pre . us studies, in-
cluding t'ie 0 e undertaken by
the United St es Agency for
InternatiO~aI elopment (US-
AID),Gor es s .cified that if all
the waste ge rated from the
roughly10 " n populationof
the PhiliP~' es n bejudiciously
turned int ene , the potential
couldbem re 10,000 mega-
watts equi ale t of energy that
may be ad~ d i the country's
powersup ~.

Hesh (It a atMETpawer,
there's altea a proaf-of-
concept tat t e company
can dangl whl h will clearly
show the ~ab ty of waste-
to-energyl ~e res, includ-
ing their tWo b gas plants in
South Cotabato ti at have been
converting far wastes from
pineapple Ian ion and can-
neries into usa ~ energy.
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Feeling
t1.member the term by thin .

y, warmblooded" and the typh
eather with strong winds as " .

trmperamental." Okay, pardon
wordplay - it is, as of this writ'
fuo hot. .

~

'Onal GeographicS38Sthe .
. ca1ledElNiiioardlilNiiia

of a larger phenomenon c d
t~e El-Ni1io-Southern Oscillati n
QrENSO. .

tel Nino, it adds, "describes ue
usual warming ofsurface wate .

. e eastern tropical Pacific Oce ~"
~a Nina is the "cool phase." B
*fer to the "ocean part of ENS "
Southern Oscillation, meanw ,
~fers to "atmospheric changes."

These days, tlie wanner ph e

~

rows even as we sat in front of
omputer screens, slogging at
eys for the next day's story.
Writers love

tr use weather "
metaphors to More
~escribe people troubling .
0/. situations but the precau
ttUs time, the' heat being spread
~ison, literally aro~nd ~o ~
the heat index avoid Mat

stroke are
as recorded the alleged

~t 47 degrees cases ofpeo

~

~lciUSin Butuan who actually
Ity, Agusan del expiredfrom
orte last week, heat stroke

according to the

~
BhiliPPine.Atmospheric, Geophysi
nd Astronomical. Servic

.. ation,
-- -------~~---
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Pag-IBI9 F~dll
. posts highest
dividend rates

fA([T-IBIGFund recorded in 202" .
the highest dividend rates since
the new coronavirus disea~e~01:
~an'demic, the agency said in i
tatement.

, ~n a statement,Pag-IBIG saic
ts regular savingsdividend rate fo
12022reached 6.53'percent and it:
ModifiedPag-IBIG2 (MP2)Saving
surgedto 7.03percent per annum.

The dividend rates on the mem f II
bers' savings of the agency wer
the highlights of the Pag-IBIC
ftlljld Chairman's Report for 202"
at the SMX Convention Cente
yesterday. .

Pag-IBIG Fund posted it
best performing year in 2022 a
the agency's.net income reacher
a record high P44.50 billion, a 21
pe~cent increase from.the P34.6(
billlon the year prior.

The agency also reported re
cord high figures for the year
home loans, P117.85 billion; tota
membership savings collected
P79.90 billion and; loan payments
P127.42 billion.

jPag-IBIGFund also assistedth
highest number of members witl
105,212securing new homes fron
its housing loan programs and ove
2.61millionaided through its short
term loans. The agency ended th
year with total assets at its highes
amounting to P827.40billion.

Secretary Jose Rizalino Acuza
of the Department of Huma
Set;tlements and Urban DeveloI?
ment (DHSUD), who also head
the Pag-IBIG Fund Board 0

Trustees, said the dividend rate
are the result of the agency'
record-high net income couple

- -
PAG-IBIG

with he highest dividend patout
ratio approved by the Pag IBIG
Boarc.

Acuzar said that whil the

agency is required to give b ck
~o members only at least 70 per-
(lent of its annual net income as
dividends, the Pag-IBIG Bo tt~~~~~~~~~--~----------~~------.,--~~

pproved a 97percent payo tratio,
esulting in a divi .end am unt to
1=>42.7billion - tb~ highest in the
gency's history.
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