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Marcos says gov't meeting
looming crisis head-pn

add
sec

Marcos haﬂ_ ardered the creation of a Water Resource Management
Department of Environment and Natural Resources to achieve wate

ffice under the
security it

EY TIZIAKA CELINE PLATOS AKD MARLA ROMERD
Etribunaph! He Biributeph! e

The Marcos administeation will be proactive
in addressing the looming global water criais
that is aggravated by climaté changs 2
high-ranking Philippine official told the United
Nations recently,

Environment Secratary Ma. Anlonia
Yulo-Loyraga underscored hafo the United
Nations 2023 Water Confersnce in New York
several measures being undertaken by the
Philippines to meet head-in thﬁT chatlenges,

specifically the dwindling e
brought on by elimate o ! 2,
“Today, more than ever] there is
& ritical need for nexys goykrnance,
climate, and disastdr resjlience,
one that pursues la st
balance between supply ahy
the consumption of
for heallh, food, end
and environment
seeurily,” Lovzaga
pointed oul.
Turnt fo page AP




tegrated waler ma.nagernu:nt
pprorches that overcome barrers to |
w:flpr and sanitation access and impegve

hﬁﬂhmthelmmmﬂ?ﬁ“ﬂlﬂ said. |

’Ihe DLNR chief pnmted out that

1ncludp the MWSS and Nalio
 rrigation Administration, alon:
other water stakeholders,
%_canaagthazﬁngatn is
a somtfortable lovel. In u si
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o identify what our elevalivn will
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#@ the Pluﬁppinﬂia "mwmg mlimeﬁd‘d mmﬁi?m% I, ol s still gmm o
msﬂrel:.rmt]us direction,* 5 A Developme: P]a.n are alsp b g ot ﬁa:tﬂr level is Sl high " Ifas
I.n:.za.ga sald President | pursued. - said. 0
nﬁ.]r Tl :}rtlu,red?}m mamnuf We are Batahlishmg & hatis 18 s water level ﬂ‘{ﬁnga: [ham on
i;ﬂ‘.ﬁamr Resource Management, Office genspatt‘ai database fur Lot a] Muesday wis 203.25 mefgrs, way al hime
ianler theﬁﬂwtmenl,ﬂfﬁrmmmm | resourres, including water, mn»n:l d its minimiyn oper: _-:]gr, | of 188
ﬂNﬂﬂra}Rasnmneatuaclﬁqum achieve crosscukiing developmeant godls metaja'lﬁasrpﬂlmgl_' iz 2|i|u I8
e by integrating the funetions. | de-risked investments, and improv '
i all aj{enme% with water—relm.e-::l water resource management fown RKalinu. mgdmﬁ}n?e,cm“-
T [ | the community level, It underpins o _ While the MWSS has assred had
i | natural capital accounting p El‘ there will be nio water eri uiing
| Firstinhistory =~ | and establishes the physical Hases ﬂf!'_ t]xe simmer menths when deoond
.'rhe DENR chief emphasized the | the design of waberrclated so ial il ﬁhﬁbﬂmU|p high, Cleofas wiid tha
MO is “a first in the cuuntn:,rs - infrastructure programs whicl) ain o delaped Keliwa Dam remains the only:
oy i t,nsuretlmtmmrstamnrm Y viable and longterm soluifon ©o the
 She said the WRMO. i allgned | is left behmﬂ Loyzaga ex =1 i Maﬁng waler demand in Meire
th new legislation creating an | : Manils and nearby provinees
ex hody for eomprehensive water | No water crisis — MWSS - “]f;-%dﬂwrrgahm[um we will b
management, adding that the | Meanwhile, the Metropolifdn reaching fo comfortable water sec ity
Pimippme-s is adopting an athazards - Waterworks and Sewerage Systin up to HI60 and bevond,” she said.
ana risk-informed integrated water | said the tapamtj of Angat Daip, 8o we conld pursue. other water
rqsuurm management approach. | Motro Manila’s main watﬁr e, lis Mﬁmmlﬂmgﬂmmunem eould help
The Environment secretary said ' sullicient o avert any looming wa er miake smocth their implemer: ation, T
| the plans and programs of ﬂhe m'isisdm-iﬁgt'he dry months, _hﬁpau qmt like the Kaliws Diam
gm mment Lo provide nniversal access ! In an interview with reportpys j;mk s st seven and o half q.g
Ly a safe, sufficient, affordable, and | on Tuesday, MWSS Administralpr  hefare ﬁguuﬁed”ﬂlmfas s
fm#lumahIe water supply, sanitation | La‘:umrﬂl&hfassmﬂreaent imilations She sail the project contra tor,
and hygiene will be completed by 2030, eurﬂuﬁa&ﬁyatﬂnhumlmllﬂ BIOI4y Cfﬂn&ﬂmrgili}nginmpg&,r pOFition
|Lny3aga noted that achmvmg shu%d the water level at Ang ' Lmﬂma,wuadtuwm-knm heelpel
equate and equitable access o 'wiil remaln “at the comfortable i Ao compleie |he project in 2026 and 1he. .
drinking water and sanitm:l,nn througheut the looming El Nifig, | mnuumgmpﬂ'[g of the dam could st "
aryices ware atthemmufmmtainahlc | The TWG is chaired by the } ah by eardy 207
Jopment. | Water Resources Boand and its % Kabwa [lam is a Tmeterhigh

concrele mawﬁy dam on the Kullwa

Ewertlmtmﬂhamaresmu-u rinoe
area of 291 he-‘:tarde I will have &
maximum g s resarvoir vl -fe‘?
million ewbi¢ meters and a ik ol e
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THE Philipgines is praactively addressing
Uhe loominy water crisis brought abaut
by climate{change, Enviranment Sece
tary Ma. Aftaniz Yulo-Laysaga assured
the UnitediNatians during thre LW 2053
Water Conferance feid i Hew York fram
March 22 th 24,

ore tham ever, there is &

for nexws governance,

¥ubo-logzaga cited the creation of
Lhe Water Resource Management Office
[WRA urfder the Department of Eivi-
ronme ! aifd Matural Resaurces {DENR)
“to achisvelwater security by inlegrating
the funclions of all agencies with waler
refared magdates.”

The WHRI = aligned with new
leqislation, jeraating an apes body for
camprofientive waler resource manags-
Fivend that Q01 adepl an all-hazands and
risk-intotmed incegeated water resauece
management appreach,

addressmg looming wa teif
sis, DENR chief assures UN

AL

fu'n-Loyzaga said achieving
adequate anid wquitahle actecs to safe
diitking water and sanitatlon servces is
atthe cove of sustsinable developmend.

"Bl the plans and pragrams of the
guvarnment ta provide universal ac-
crs 10 sale, sufficiant, affordable, and
sustainabla water supply, sanitation,
and hygiene will »e compleced by
130" she vaid,

Ao integrated warer management
approach a'so ensures that local govern-
mnent units" water-related poficies and
actions are aligned with the Philippine
Cevelwprrent Plan.

MW e 2stablishing she national
qeospatial database for naturl resourc
o5, including water, in ordar te achieye
cress-culing development goals,

e -risked invesiments, and improve (he
WATEF Tesource managenient dov o
the communizy leve " fulu-Loyzaga saiil,

“It wneerping our eatural capital
acceunting programs and esiablishes
Ure physical bases of the design of
water-related soclal and infrastruc-
tare progiams, which aim to ensure
THal N ecosystam or cormmun 'ty is

EE £ bohind she addec,
{ The: Philippines ranks faurth amang
the: countries in the worle most afficted
h',!wmr-r ielated disasters,
[“Eatreme raindall evevs and
prilenged perlods of drow ght hawe
II] Pd(lE‘\I aur fond and caeryy supp
wieen 200 end 209, damages
infuerad due to focds, dm.iqhts.anﬁ
strms bave amounted Lo 310 hllrmn,
'TUFU Loyzaga said,
| "Water stress and insecusily rsmdin
disasters do meve peopls inlg
ﬂger by. We are nat alone Climate yul-
nefable dewsdoping count ies are [dfl-‘d
'.f-lihsun lar erives,” she 2o ded.

{the Marcas adrrinistration, she s,
is bmned toweand shree mgjor palley|
ditections: the establishenent of the|
WRMD: the Luilding of the Mational|
Nalural Geospatial Datak ase, witl water
as f layer, in sepport af 110 natwal dapi
LallatLourtineg systom; anil advancing
Lttt Pleilippine Haadth Facitity l}e-.-e'ub-

:L [ Plars 20202040, o5 pecially gli-ﬂrisg
PRty aceess towater, sauilation and
Iyqlene in public healih e facilitids.
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a cohesive plat that all T.GUs (eal
gaweroment uritg! conld follos,

all agen i
fralle Y

of grivernment could

- President said in mifed

Eslish and Tlipink durngan infer
View on the sidelings of rhe Pag Ibig

deni:Lf hzivmani Report i the Mall
o i Complex in Pasar Cily.

Mibrers said pat of s Vet

'l'nt'-ml:;" =) :n‘:r:ll] plan is the shift
from! sourcing waters From deep

"wﬂh ‘b s ng already ﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂabk
“surface wiatets

‘Heitalso u:e']uﬂ:u theuse af i

1 : :El'aﬁﬂ'“u.gzmr o8 SuLhﬂ.'i floscad: r:.}j'mol
sprnetiures, lilké danis mdddl:ﬁ., thar

could hl.LPPJ‘r" warer for _t'qgﬂhnn
as well a8 the vse of hybiid seeds
of dee and otlce high valae crops
theit du verrwell Lh'ujrgdn SEESON

laned el i mqmrc oo tuch wriser,

“In terms ot rice: p_mducmn_ e
Tave already identified cormin vari-
erigs, ybrid varieties espocially, thar

e vty el rlui‘ing the rL-, SRS,

S0 wo veplace the vatdety b ke
acvantage of the differg: qualines
of the differentvarietiss, especialiv
— aot only of g Ll bds of the
high vahac crops [xeaus duing dry
season, usually somic places do not
plart? his s said.

The President said the averill
plan led alse factfored!in the fm-
pact of climate change and ook
into consideration the best prac
fees and existing wankr managre-
ment plars around che world w0
determine which tan

rmciil Illiuugh ClJT:I;-_fI't‘.s \

of Rater Managemer

fice of the Pr*wnl:nr 8

-e? have an ‘dvb-ralll bla n’
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wlich is ::u'rn::nrh finde

DPhepiz stment of Havironme
Matiml Resolirees TYHRR)

M af these thine: wo have
alresitly put up together — v hawe
alreguly [put] rogothes |an) oerall
plan. Niow, w¢ have 1o implcinens
it 1he President said,

Trr the coneerns shou- the

imprar of [ﬁf H Mifdo weueher
phetomenon. haccos sald the
governnenl ik s relying oo the
CIWM 1o addiress thiz wid cosare
the aupph U]f' potalide diinling
watet and 1rh§__|.gr|nn diaring the
dry el
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im West Zone cnnnnsdonalf Maynitac Water Eeni-.ns Inl:.|. In parinarship with
riment of Environment and Matural Resources red iored 21 walar and
Philippines Awards 2023 hH::I iast March 22 in P {Vity. Recipients of Mzynilad's
M‘qﬁ Caloocan Ci yor Karina Teh, ABS-CBN journalizt &hvin ek ca, the
. e Million Tnees Fﬂu i -’5 , for actively raising awareness ¢ water
ective profassions rhauxm Phoir) shows the awerdae: along
ards headed by DE HH Pndersecretary 1or Fleld Operations - Luzon,
Ieﬂ], Maynilad president snd CEQ nammcﬁu ande: and NWRE
row, 9th and 10th fITHH respectively).
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MWSS MM water st 1pply
at. comfortable 1 avel

2ils wait for their tum to fill their cn-nl,dlrmrs with water

on R100n Tonde, Manila pn Oct! 11, PO22 ahead of aschixlyled
irvberruption | the area. rPhl:rI-::I by RHOY COBILLA} i

BY JED tivnal Power Corp., Angat Darm's su t and end-Auwguse this

elevation as of 8 am. yesterday,  vedr. oy 5 chaired by the
Mettopolitan Wiatermorks | is ar 203525 mieters, 2323 meters o National

BN

and Bewerage Syutem (MWSS)  more than the 180 mefers mini-  and is composed of  the Narianal
said water supply lo Merro Manila,  muom operatiag level, lrdgaiion Administrarion MSS
amid| the expecrell effects of 1l Leonor Cleofas, MWSS sdmin-  snd othes stakeholders of rhe
Niniey is stll “conffortable” istrator, said al the sidelines of the Angat Da

M@85 made [this assurance  Kaliwn dasn project construction fot depend on Adigat
based onsimulatiohs of warerlevel  sine in Teresa. Rizal vesterday the  Dam alond We have shott- o me-
trajectory of the Afgae Dam which  redhnical wintkitiy provp on the  diem | teroh sources of additismal
supplies 97 pescerte of Metro Mo Asar Diain has its owe simnlition witet The may .. not be ax bigr

nlle’s water requirdments thitr showed ‘zoud proguosis” for i el R A e L
Baked on date from dhie MNa d]E Earilinys a:J-:w.r:uma urnl the end Gee MWES Pagn: A2
as Ariparbul these can (Le off help 18 E,Lnj;é.n fm* @qﬁ ; : b maent s ‘» icenite [ Iomer Frsil,

(] pur water ngeds duting the  p istracor as Lhe Laigrinp

summer months'| Cleofus wdded,  sigpply fof J:.-E \i,'*xtt‘,s Hfs i in i bn&hng sresterdl:p
The MWSS sad codstruction &: munm; g T ;i;' Resnl saifd | WA s aled boc king
of the Kalivg am has hiz 24 rrlslic a,m.‘f puisate  atfordiom fehnologies in hags-
pertent. The dam iz tateered foe smj;u: ]cm"., vé'gm‘:?{ £ a“m:alf._: u];-;m‘g*t‘,r {tries ik Ehm{: osed
compilerion by wifl-2026 aad o uéﬁaﬁ : :m r.wg jin Todel which can be applicable.
eraticinal by Jamuaty 2027 ‘pmgrgu T IESOIICes  for tse in e i-"'lT|11‘rp.LEL—S irehad g

Meamwhile, the Todal Warer  siace thi cazly, this month, we  desulinstiof and Carchraeil dums,
Uiilides Addministration (TRFLAY alicady teel the: incteased nead fur amatyr othiys.
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ike cloglaworly Pilipinos are once mare
| talking diqout o water slotape, prompted
by the gregdicrable serviee interriptions of
water ufilities |that ocour almost anpually
whenevdrithe dry season comes around, |

And |lke ciuckwork, our government
leaders 3k on more making all the righy
noizes I galling for a coordinated response
to this chaleng . proffering master plansand
new agendies as the soluton to a profiem

that has seemed tof defy shlution vear inand vear out, .

No less than fresident Marcos has wamed that
the country is facig a Wharer crisis which threatens
Lot only the Philgapine| economy but society ‘as'a
vihole, addihg that required response to this sl
ation bas been “coptinually postponed.” - A

Indeed, it has. dnd unless the incumbent adminis-
tration does things |diffecently this tne aroumd, Itisin
danger of ending uglike all ather adininistrations before
Ii: Kicking the watey brisis| can down the road with the

niinium, required |response and letting future feaders
tuckle future editions|of the water shortage while Filipi-.
oz suffer dry taps dyiring hottest months of the year,
Unfortunately, dforts to secure new sources of wa-,
1 supply [or the cetinmres mw‘lngmetmpqlis«esa]nﬁmp
lways run into opHakition from envirormentlists de.

LIving the harm nedy would cause and bocal -

munities lamenting fhe loss of their ancestral domain,
These concerns yrg - bt urgent solutions m1:s.t

b secured for the ndeds of thillions of Fillpings for elgan

water and for the efficient functioning of the nation. |

This doesn’t mean that policymakers should run
toughshod over E enmental and local conceris,
It means these water| supply solutions like new diins
should be built witl gs itHe harm to thelf soround.
In3s as possible and) whire that's not possible; offset-
tlig mechanisms ke reforestation programs should
be put in place to m i teitile danage,

L

Affected Indigenbas nities should be el
. i‘%zz‘:}f livelihood, and com-

cared, offered alternd

pensated for theig EE fice of offering twir land s that '
ellow citizens are dble & survive -

millions more of the; [;

214 function efficlengly in Heir day-to-day Hves.
Meanwhile, :i' utilities should be mare proae-

tve in investing in rr bildlng their sipply capact-

ties so thae they do'f get mught fAatfoated by rising
dzmnand for potable|ater, as is what's happening to
Wleymilad Water Sefwices [nc. today and whae hap-
penied to Manila Waper Co.ja few vears ago.

On the part of Hie conswmer, we should stop
whining about the qost of potable warer, especially
when rate hikes are |npedef o finance the conscruc-
tion of new facilitieg Jike t|reatmern: plants and pipe
networks. And repulators |shoild carefully balance
the inrerests of watef dancessionaires and CONsUmers,
erisurlng that one side’s advantage does not translate
to the detriment of the other.

Finally, pollticians|should stap panderltg to the
public with their' p pulist pronouncements every
tirne soimeone raises the inevirable opposing voice
ta these water supply kolutions. Once the public has
been consulted, ance the nolicies have been agreed
on, atd once a broag Lonsensus has been achieved,
our palitical leaders|shoulll have the backbone to
forge ahead with thepe difficult solutlons instead of
WeTI¥INE about [nsing wte]k courtesy of a vocal mi-

ooty in the next eleqdons.

This is especially cricical for the national lead-
ership which must lead the way in subsiming paro-
chial concerns—once these have sufficiently been
Addressed—inte the common good of providing mil.
lions of Filipinos with the water they nedd, whether
it's for daily househald use or to iTrgate farms ot to
tuntirbines that produce elecrricity.

Atcording to the National Water Resaurces Board,
as meiy a5 11 million Filipinos lack access th clean wa-
ter. In 3 country surrounded by bodies of wrter, hless.
ed with large watersheds (deforestarion notwithstand-
Ing) and rain that falls Inewitably and abundantly after
tue diy seasons (often more than what's needed), it is
Unacceptable that one in EVeTy 10 of our nation's cit-
izens dnes not have suficient supply of this essential
resoutce for drinking, cooking, bathing, and cleaning.

Like clockwork, Filipings are once mate facing a
water shorrage at the start of the dry sesson, And like
tlockwork, polignmakers are olice mare issuing, their
usual statements about SELUTING fvew supply. Bt like
clockwork, this lssue will dle down when the rains
ceme and the problern will lie doermant—and essen-
tiafly unsolved— until the naxy thry season.

It Iz high time that we wrap our heads around the
problemn and for our leaders to spend the polltical
capital on the tough choices needed to solye Ehe water
crisis decisively,
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BACK IN VERDE ISLAND. Satellteimage sbtained by ;ﬂgﬂ lapine Space Agency on
Tuesday shows news traces of oil slick in Virde Island. PRilS o' dela Cruz said the ol slick,
spotted morning of March 27, 2023 s a bit long: PHHSA.phobﬁg :

Satellite captures traces of long

¥ L . _§ ! o y :

oil slick in Verde Island Passage
By Ric N. A'_raj'h_ ! s Eclang Pagsné}c :
and Othel V. tr*;ampus : biodiversity. || 4 |

IEh T gy - Roel dela Cruz o PhilSA, said th oil
THE Phillippine| Space Ageney (Phil-  slick was sigheed| in Verde lsland e~
SA) on "]]mé;la}]:'said_ satellite images,  tween Mindoro Batangas on Minch
showad new trooes of oil slick ju Yerde ﬂln | Next puige

. ah area rich in marine
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27 at 10 a.m. )

The newest satellite image showed
“relatively long &il slick™ in Verde
Island, contrary to the report by the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) that the
area “‘no longer had oil spill traces.”

Another satellite image obtained
from a private firm, Planet Labs, still
needed to be processed and analyzad.

PhilSA said the satellite images are
important tols that can help authori-
ties in the cleanup dnd containment

| of the oil spill off Oriental Mindoro

causedd by the sinking of the MT Prin-

| cess Empress with 900,000 liters of

industrial fuel oil. |
| The PCG and the Department of
Envircnment and Natural Resources
| (DENR) are given copies of the sat-
ellite 1mages and maps Pj‘iuwmg the
| progression and the scope pf the areas
| affectad by the oil spill.

The University of the ELhilippinea—
| Marine Science Institute ig one of the
| rec1p1ﬂ1ts of PhilSA’s satellite images

to help in developing wil aplll trajec-
| tory models.

Greenpeace Pht]l]!p-lﬂﬁﬁ-'-—ﬂﬂ Tl.if:&-
day alleged that insurers of MT Prin-
cess Empress has heen d&muragmg
claimants from exercising their legal
|right to seek justice over ¢ompensa-
tion money. |

Jefferson Chua, Greenpeace cam-

jpaigner, said there were rts that
\the insurers have been dissuading po-
Lennal claimants from filing charges
gainst RDC Reield Marine Services,
he comaany that owns the MT Prin-
]:ess Empress. |

“It 15 utterly unacceptabk' that an
t‘murm‘ would discourage claimants
rom exercising their legal right to

ek justice while dangling compen-

Eﬂion money over their heads. Com-
munities have suffered enough in the
ast month and the last thing they
eed is more disenfranchisement from
ompanies who continue hﬂll operate
ith impunity,” he said.

While the insurer has the responsi-

ility of making sure claimants fully
ow their rights and the congequenc-
of their choices, it has no business
ajring their suggestions abtiut what
claimants should or should mTt be do-
ing,” he added.

[He called on the government to
n'Iak: pol uters take responsibility for
¢ oil spill and pay reparatmﬂs due to

the comraunities. 1

| |

Standardf.

A 7]y
A month after the sinking of MT

UPPH 1 I.n.lmik
I‘TOI-"|I EOEY
FAGE

P8-29-
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Princess Empress off the coast of Ori-
ental Mindoro, the Pmtbc*: Verde Is-
land Passage (Protect VIF) launched
a coalition called SOS -- Stop the Oil

Spill, Save Our Seas! to popl efforts in

calling for immediate acdountability
and action on the oil spill. |
“We, a collective of 'concerned

and affected stakeholders, are very
alarmed by the inadequate level of
response  afforded to this disaster.
While government agengies have
been taking action, it d not seem
to be the prompt and coordinated re-
sponse needed by this oil spill which
is already a disaster of natiaEal and in-
ternational proportions,” Protect VIP
convener Fr. Edwin Gariguez said.

“A tragedy of this scale ne that
directly affects an estimated 36,000
families whose lives and livelihoods
are interwoven into the hEﬁE; of our
seas -- must be met with the greatest
possible action and highest|standard
for accountability of all invplved ac-
tors,” he salid.

The Philippine Coast Guard, mean-
while, welcomed the arrival 'of the
Korean Coast Guard Emergeéncy Re-
sponse Team at the PCG headquarters
in Manila exactly a month pfter the
MT Princess Empress sank
jan, Oriental Mindoro.
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‘Invisibility’ of con
those responsible for ecq

By Madonna T. Virola
and Jane Bautista
@Team [nquirer

—_—

CITY OF CALAPAN—Cancermad
organizilions an Tuesday de-
manded | *lranspatent, urgen|
and sufficicnr acrion” o the oll
spill that continted to affect Orj-
ental Mindoro and sami areqs i
Arrrlq:_i; Palawsn and Batangas
since MT P'rincess Empress sank
oft Naujay town, on Feh, 28. :

The Stop dhie O Spill (305)
coalition, a broad network of el
sociely organizntions, noted tha
It has been 4 month since the ol
spill wranght havor in Ooental
Mindoro and nearby seas but in-
vestlgations by concerned agen-
cles remained unavailable for
public scrutiny.

“Apadt from ihe Depart

the spread of mil,

‘mient of Envireniuent and Nat-

ural Resources (BENR), none ul
the involyed agencios provid-
ed documents, such as CAET)
manifest, fnvestipation reports
or @il-ypill tespolise plans that
would shed light ou the Liable
aclors,” the group said at a vie-
tual press briefing, _
The realition said they have
beeir  requesting  decuments
about lhe inciderr from gov-
eLament Agencies, such as the
Bureaun of Customs, Marititie
Industry  Auchority {larina),
Fhilippine Coast Guard (Pog)
and Office of the Civil Defense
but te no gyail. ’
Dubbed “Stop the 0] Spill,
Save Cur Seas!™ or 303, the Cra-
lition is composed of YEpreseI -
tives from the Protect VIP (Verde.
Teland Passage) Network: Center
for Buergy, Ecolagy. and Devel
opmeit (CEED): Oceana Philip-
piles; Greerpeace Philippines:
and affected comminities in Ori-
shital Mindorp and Batangas.

erned agencie
ogical

FaalM oL

tecrs place improvised Spill Booms alang tHa coast of
Silonay in CalapaniCit v Driental Mindore,
LT GEM. RHODERICK £k MAR

disaster

onMarch 25 t
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to splead in the wamm of the

affectpd provinges, Ihreahﬂnuig
vital arine résources, including
the Verde Island Passage. |

The Verde Island Passage is
a stdit between Batangas and
Mindgro islands that biodisersi-

The members of l;hc new-

tv experts declared in 3005 as the.

Earth’s "center of marine shoke-
fish biodiversioy.”

MT Princess Empress wis
carying Boo.ooo liters of -
dusteial oil when it sank. As of
Sunday, 10,206 liters ol wil wiasta
and 72,643 kilos of vil-coated dp-
bris had been collected in clean-
up operations by PCG personns|
and concerned mml‘;lumhﬂi

Diefense Scnior Undersecretary

Carlitn Galvez Jr. had reported.

‘Imadequate ©

. "We acollective of cancemed
aiul alfected stakeholders, fre
very alarmed by the inadequate
level of response affarded ‘to
this disaster,” the group said in a
staternent read by Calapan-based
Fr. Edwin Gariguez, lead couve-
nar of the Protect VIP Network,

. during an ondine foruo,

In a separate stateinent,

activist fisherfolk group Pamal-

akaya said they joined the cos-

Lition to push for an immediale
response to the ail spill for the

heueﬁt of fisherfolk wha aro Lhe
Inost affectedby the effects of
harmmful substance in the water,

Around 18,000  fishermen

frow Crhental Mindoro and parls

of Anrique and Palawar have
been unable to renurn to their
normal fishing activitieg for «
month now, Tamalakaya said,
According to the DENE, the

oil spill has spread (o the City
of Calapan and the towns of

Bansud. Bongabong, Bulalacas,
Floria, Magsaysay, Mansalay,
Naujan, Pinamalayan and Pola.
ot Mindore Island. Also af
Focted wrere the coastal fows
of Aputaya and Taytay io Fal-
awaul; Caluya towi in Antigue,
wlich was placed vunder a stace

-

&gf calamitys and Batingas City

and Tingloy tow:. in Batangas.
Gerry Arances, the (CHEED
executive (irecic . noted & took

three swachs for the shipdwier
to deploy g remotely apsrated
vesgel tolocate the: sunken tanks
er, “only to find it it could nat
stop the lealk.”

‘Agonizingly slow’
“The fospunse has beon ag-
anizingly slow, Ll even (more
elaring s the ‘iedstbili y ol
thase Lruly respensible for this
catastrophe—(shipowner] RDC
Reield Maring Services, 51 Har-
hor Bulk Termind Corp and
by exteusion Sar Migusl Corp.
Shipping and Lighterage, said
Graenpaace . Philippines - [cam-
paigner Jefferson (hia,
4L Harbor iartered the
Lanker  frome Balzan o [loldo
frien it sauk 5L FLpboris d sub-
sidiary of S3MC Shipping,
“Dne manth ater tie of spill

dmagedy, accountability cempaing

plusive. Tn Odenal Mindaro,
‘i;:t:her['hik in severzl towis afe ex-
pressing frustation over the slow
fncl arduous process of obtaining
Cornpetsal i [Tor the company
that owns the MT Princess Em

bress, the vessel responsible for
e spill,” Ferua.nd:a \Hicap, Pdmal

skava chair, said in 5 statement,
Clting the Rewised Bulds on
Preverltion, Contalnment, Abate-

nt anr] Control of CHl Maurine
elluton, the 5085 coalition! said
| affected comibiinntes and 1o- |
| governments Wi woul
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400,000 lite!
of oil still
Ieakmg from Em‘pmm

By Rﬂng" RAMIREZ He p.ml ¢ assistance of the internatiomal
frisgagees " community it making the job zasier.

Ohe month after the motor tanker Prin- A team from the K-urea Cpast Guard paid -
Mgg.nmpmﬂg ﬂlﬂ{mth@wa&ﬂnﬁwau]m _courtesy call|at the PUG main officein Mari 2
Oriental Mindoro, the vessel is still leaking yesterday as of its offort to help/in otl sl

TESPONSE O ations,
d 400,000 liters of industrial fuel. Coast guaid personnel fram the USiand Japar

ilippine Coast Guard (PCC) spukesman are also helpihg while private sector groups have

Rear{Admiral Armand Balilo reported yesterday  tapped expetts from France end Singapore.
that fnore than 400,000 hterhm}jfucl had leaked SaﬁaHite image cbtained by the Philippine
from|the sunken vessel, Space Agency (PhilSA) vesterday shpwed e
tanker was reportedly -:arrpn g 822,000  tracesof oil slick in the Verde Lland Ppssage, te

literd of fuel. global center of marine biodiversity, |

said around 46 kilometers of the 55-kilo- |~ PhilSA’s Roel dela Cruz, nowevdr stressed
area affected by the vil spill had beencleaned, | the need to monitor the situation on the ground,

TR least parang mraroa. i riakikitarg Meanwhi l'uhppn‘.elNat.mL;_d Police (PNE)
propfess e mg-mgpmﬁrm oil spill . gmay natitira _chief Gen, Rodolfo Azurn Jr. said lpeal police
p|langis, pero nas malaki wr ag nalinis natin,  units acivated their sub-fasic group oil spil! m
frorm| 55 to nine kilometers na leng,” he said. Mimaropa and Western Visayas to m:p ather
Bililo said the PCG is waiting for remotely  government agencies contail the leaking oll

vperited vehicles to help patch the 23 lealung “These Igcal police units are unde. siict
areag of the sunken vessel. instructions to ensure order and slemrll;»- m

vermomient-initiated relief programs 1I| harde-;t—
E;: comimunities,” Azurin said.

He directed the PNF Maritirme Group to make
available its floating assets to assigt |
local government units in cleany p an
et upemtlm

Meanwhile, Toutism Secretary Cristina Frasco
said the Department of Tourism { 1 would
train workers in the tourism inda J.Sﬂ‘j’ ho were
affected by the oil s-pﬂl {

In a radio mterview, Frasco said t

thnmg

10 tovwns m(}rlental Mmdom haat:-e be
by the eil spill.

Frasco directed the regional offices
to monitor the sitwation and crafta rec
to provide assistance to atfected tourik
ers ard stakeholders. Wiih Emman el Tipas,
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400,000 liters of |
|m
industrial fuel stilllin
sunken tanker — PCG
By AARON ﬁspumpn | sinking of the vgseel
Close to 400,000 liters of - liters, close T}l ?g:tlguz:::t?it]‘
industrial oil remain intact liters remain at the vessel as
inside the ill-fated MT Prin-  a result of the leak from the

céss Empress which sank off
the wateta Naujan, Oriental
Mindore exactly a month ago,
the Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) disclosed on Tuesday,
March 28, |
. PCG spokesperson Rear
Admiral and Balilo said
the estimate was based on the
study and assessment Con-
ducted by experts who have
been helping in the clean-up
and containment of the indus-
trial oil that spilled after the
| |

tankers,” said glilo, add-~
ing the ﬂ i§: still under
validation. |
Earlier, J
that the re
vehicle brought i
experts apotlihed
in some of the e

L was reported

‘which have l:iren using the
oil =pill

According to , four
of the eight tankers
located at the Tear or- > 6

400,000 ltarsiof Mhdtistrial fp I

offshore oil spill regponse operation
on Monday, Marchr?

For shoreline espuns* the PCG
§tlll sunken tanker — PCG |14 cottected 130 sacks of oil-contmi-
nated materials nﬂp March 27,
| i So far, the PCG has collected
tion of the v were almost empty  clean-up drive and in the contain-  3,644.5 sacks and 22 drume of v 2ste
based on the " reports. ! ment of the oil spill. | in 13-affected barangays in MNajan,
' “There arg still fuel inside the | Exactly a month after the l:nls ill  Bulalacao, and Pola, Oriental M.nd-
four tankers located in front qnd response, Balilo reported that argas  oro since March 1.]
Tank Number 4 is still full,” said affected have decreased. , |
Balilo in a piess briefing after the “From 55 kilometers of affected ‘lIncon tiunal
situation briefing of PCG and Kor¢an  areas, the areas where the indemnity’ sought

Copast Guard an Tuesday, March 28.
“What we are focusing on right now
Is how to recover those remaining
fuel in the i Sl

| |
Good response

The PCG as well as the natiurqal

government have been praised by

both the Japanese and American

experts for their response in the

of bil are seen were reduced ton

kilometers," said Balilo, “Wiﬂh this,
‘at least we have been seeing pro
in our spill response.” |

Continuous clean-up |

On Tuesday, the PCG reported
that it collected 10,163 liters of oily
water mixture and 123 sacks of oi 7
contaminated materials duri{ug its

Meanwhile, fisherfoll group
Pambanssng Lakas ng Kilusang
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamal-
akaya) has urged the owner of T
Princess Empress o provide “un-
conditiona ind ity® to affected
fishers and coastal residents

The group noted that o ad
18,000 fisherfolk f Oriental Min-
doro, pacts of Antiglie and Palawan,
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' are unable to re
- activities for a
' the oil spill |

| “One month after the
[ tragedy, accountability remains

i X
Thpopizhi  CE
n s

Hirn to H1e1r fishing
‘month now due tg

oil spill

' Flﬁli"r__f-m‘i ruﬁ.ﬁ_ﬁiﬁl i':.'

‘BULLETIN

ADING NEWSPAIKA

| Elusiﬁ.;
‘erfolk in

In Oriental Mindoro, fish-

several towns are exXpross-

“prolonged

“We one
Prompl Gned
COMNPRsatio

TAGET
SIOEY

eriods of hunger "

£ dgain urge for the
direct distribujon of
1 o the impacted figh-

etfolk and ¢
along cogstal

nelr families reciding
reas, ™ hesaid, "Apart

\ing frustration over the slow and
arduous progess of abtaining com-
pensation from the company that
‘owns the MT Princess Empress, the
vessal responsible for the spill,”? the
5 amalakaya chairperson Fernando
licap said in statement released,
-‘Irué'sé,lajr, March 28, ]
As the oil spill from the sunken
nker continnes to affect the live -
ihood of erfolly, the Broup saijd
it becarne harder for fishers to cope
vith the “intricate compensation

.m__u

families of fishers are expetiencing

 The Pamalakaya repocted that the

from compien ation, the owner of the
sunben vessellshould b compedled o
shoulder the Bong-term rehabilita~
tion of the affected fisheries, man-
groves, recls.|and Coasts, to restorg
their previou vitality,”

Earlier,
owner of the MT Princess Empiress
should be held liable as well as. con-
cerned goverhiment agencies that
Will'be found negligent in alltnwing
the vessol to shil. ' Fii

Due 1o thel ojl apill, local £ov-:
pPromptad to lose
for fear of fish ton-
(With a report from Jel

imalakaya said the
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KOREAN ASSISTANCE — Philfp 'ni;?cdas;rminm'{mm!E@'ﬁiﬁanuﬁti'tjimgmal_nrta_miénn’u__f}rﬁﬁ"t'iéﬁl Hird from right) discs
Coast Guard Emergency Resonse Team, headed by Directar of Marine Pollution Response Divisig Lee Jongnam, the pirogress of the eiror s cantain
the'nl'i;lllftha oeclirred [n thei&ﬂmm u_ﬂ'Iir-jenm.hlinﬂnrnatt_mz:PEEhﬁfﬂﬁ!ﬁﬁ!‘tﬂrs;_ll.ﬂaﬁﬂ_aﬂu Tuesday, March 28, 2073, t;ﬂ.ﬂ Vieoy, :




\.' .";'I'Il.l'l'I'I.I'II." - l‘_l ]
&a CORMUNMICATION 11"“"’“ f{'-“]'., I_ur_W! E BAHHER :u,nl-_s. :%IN

=i Business Insight = =~ ™

e i rAGE ] DAIE

Nﬂarl 400K htets of fuel 0111 |
have Iﬁ:akﬁ:d Gut PGy |

III'I‘II_ [ Thc PCG initially gaid the vesel wa tospozt-

) | Ang BOCL lirers of fuel ol I:-uiwaL[ clarificd

MOR n’s‘ the ndustrial ﬁml oil ‘the vessel was tansporting 900,000 Frers of vil,
A ¢ i “Bused pn our study, ourof the BEZ000 liters
e (cargn), moe than 300,000 or closeiro #00,00K)

liters of il are lef inside the vesgel We are
: orted the tlevelﬂpmmt _r,-cs— validating this,” Balilo said.
r exaﬂﬂr a mbnth afttrthe ill-futedd veazel, -Hle said the fipure was hased on jthe: assess-
- Rd d:lMa.un: Services, figured  ment of the Crisis Management (Lommitee,
] riking into account inputs of il spill response
alf {of the cargo) is already  expertsand findings of the remotely cperated
"G | spokesman | Rear Adm. Are  vehicle (ROV) operadon last week.
o, adding the wessel was carrving PCG depity commandant, for pperations
liscqs of industrial fucloilatthat e i "

! out from the other tanks with no Balily seid :Lhﬁmalwud 'hﬂgs Hils churg s offshone il pesponse

i - structural damage. ate expeered ro arive tiis ‘Thues-  operations from Murch | 1027,
Wice Adm. zof Punzala  “If we subtract thut {400,000 day, adding the pags will be de Tniits thoreline clearup, the PCG
zaid five of [the cight caten m.q;ks lieers) from s chcurmd cargrs of plovad hyRG‘-." v days lates gaid 36544 5 sacks ool 22 drums

of [the vessel sustained ¥ pucmital  mote or less 820,000 lters, which After the ba ifg Dpecaion, of “waine hawe been collecesd i
wee ane using as referénce at pees- authorities will p ceedwothenexe 13 affedied barangays in Najang
‘Based oo the ROY survey, ear, the remaitting oil {inside) it phase of Operalions = patching  Bulalacdo, and Fole s dusiap
there are ncf mote sightigies of oil - 350,000 liwrs o1 so hecause of  leaks, hor tapping and pumpingof  the same period
coming ovul of these {fve cargo  leakage it che tanks that did not the remaining of ¥esterday, PO cormmandant
Lanks),” Purz aty said, i tsuffer srrucaral damape” said Balils said they have covered 2 Ak J"l.rTP_tmn Al met with Sodh
"When we checked cargo Prunzalin sald they are preparing  lotof ground ovgr the past month, Korean Coust Guerd of licials at the
mlmfﬂt these five rahks con-  furabagping operation, urplacing  explaining that *rom 55 kilome-  PCG beadguserers in hiarida,
teined mosd or less 400500 liters  of specialized bags, at the tanks  tets, the area with patches of oil =They diseusscd the CHtrenRt
fof oill,” added Punz adding  that ate slowly spilling ol is nove dovwnt to dine kilomierers”  sination of Onenizl Mindoro il

rhis wag probably the ail that “Ihis 15 to contain the seepage The PCG. it by collevied | spill and serazetend plics of action
spilled duriqp the inizial preek. butit {oil that 3 gocs inside the bags) 10163 litess of ciltwatermismureand o angrmient the copoing; ofl spill re-
tnzalan|said oil is ald seeping  has tobe coliceted,” said Punzaln, 123 sacks of oil ared maps-  sponge Ppemri fne e PLGT A,
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DOE, DENR collabpration
sought on incentiviging
waste-to-energy ventures

By MYRNA M. VELASLD

An active and functional col-
lahoration hetween the Depart-
ment of Energy (DUE) and De-
partment of Environment and
Matiral Resources (DENR) is
being sought on incentivizing
investments on the waste-tg_
energy (WIE) space, s the Phil-
inpines could have innovation on
alternative fuel that can be used
for transport - including the
aviation industey; as well as for
DOWET generation,

Inan interview, Ditrar Gorg-
es, Managing partiier of MET-
Power Venture Parthers, a sub-
sidiary of Metro Pacific Invest-
ments Corp. (MPIC), indicated
thiat if the fwo d
work together ori enthusiasti-
cally promating waste-t .
ventutes, the Philippines will
have added valuable solution to
its energy supply predicaments;
while also addressing the roun—
try's dilemimna an pallution, ]

“One thingwe've been miss—
ity out is: we have a lot of organic
wastes frown the agriculture sec—
torand also from the municipali-
ties and we're not using that, so
the DOE and DENR shall work
together to tuin that into usaps
energy resotirce,” he said,

Gorges added "“that’s a point
where we're missing out a littla
bit ~ we're missing out on the
potential of apricultina) organic
waste — the pig manure; or rice
husks — we're burning them;
80 instead of burning them, you
‘canuse that in a biogas plant and
convert it into energy,”

He further noted “what I'm
irying 1o get to is: the DENR has
problem withall thatwastes: and
maost of them are going to sani—
tary landfills...and as you know,
the landfills have been getting
bigzer and i Er and it's amajor
issie — and we re not using these
0 genecate energy. !

spartments will

the United 5t

Gorges emphasized if the
nenls — BOE -anq

L our waste prob-
lems, but alsd energy supply. It's
something that's really nuissing,

In other gountries like Geor -

Anany, he canveyed that fuel

derived from| urganic wastes -
including those from hotiseholds,
are now runhing part of their
transport system like the ity
buses and city erucks, :

- “For exarple in Germany,
even for a pig tnanure or chickar,
manure, there s special inceritive
for using that{ in a biogas plant

0 Zenerare energy — you can
also twrn that inte power " he
pointed ous

Gorges further stated that
biogas may also be upgraded to .
the equivalent of compressed
natural gas (CNG), and that could
match the quality of gas being
drawn from the Malampaya fleld.

Citing previous studies, in-
cluding the one undertaken Ly
atas Agency for
International Development {8 -

AlD), G pec.fied that if all
the wasted generated fromn the
mghljr]ﬂﬂ illin (NLE) wilation of
the Philippines ¢an be udiciously
tumed into energy, the polential
could be more 1110, 000 ITiega-
walts equivalent of energy that
Imiay be added o the country's
power Iy

He shared that at METpoawer,

there's already a proof-of-
concept that {the COINpamy
can dangle which will clearly
show the wviabjlity of waste.
to-energy venfures, includ-
ing their two bjozas plants in
south Cotahatojthat have been
converting farm wastes froam
Bineapple plantation and can-
neries into usable nergy.

i1 S i | ¥ =4
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| Feeling h ot, hOt,.- Ih-ot%-

:iememher the term by thinking, || This was noted as “the highes
| *boy warniblooded” andthe typhoon | tecorded naticuwide thus far,
| weather with strong winds as “gir], | Previously, on 17 Mareh, 46
| temperamental.” Okay, pardon (he | degrees Celsius ‘was recorded i
| wordplay ~ it is, as of this writihg, |Decidental Minloro. Other places
| too het. at registered it vhe 408 this mont]
- || National Geographic says the Maasin, Southern Leyte; Davis. |
8 | patternscalled B Nifioand Lo lohol; Roxas City, Caplz; Davao

LT

.!'J!_b-a“:.H VENTLUERA | [;iﬂlt of 4 larger phenomenon ezl City, Masbate (Chy, Borongan and
1 N e T e 1 ttua ELNifio-Southern ﬁsui]lu n | Dagupan City.

- _ | -or ENSO. Pagasa deseribes “heat index”

TRt Usually, the ' K Nino, it adds, “describes | s “how hot it 1eally faels outside

66 -\l headlines blare mumaiwmﬂ.ngofm m  [when humidity snd other factors

| Pagasa | weqtherselated news - the eastem tropical Pacific Oceah.” |dre considered along with the

mm orly when there M‘P La Nina is the “eool phase.” it ‘[j, mperaturs,” 1o simplified in &
s ‘ﬁﬂm"dhﬂmt calamities that take  refer to the “ocean part of ENS(." |broadsheet repor:.

it really Jeefy ndreds of lives, Santhern Oscillabion, meanw More troubling than the grecaution:
ouiséde ichep affect thousands of  refers to “atmospherjc changes.” being spread arcur ¢ to smid heat strole

e |are the alleged cases of people who
Actually expired {Tom heat stroke.
ncended exposunz tothe heat ndex

fatam B2 degreds can cause heal

Bumidity | Peoople or destroy | These days, the warmer
' | miillionsof properties.  galled FL Nirio is causing concs
re are | The wrath of the fhr the inlensity it seems-to hay
mdzmd' - heavens comes in  dropped on us. One day, we wiire
: - || the form ofm\ﬂlr[% layering fops and sweaters, 4

with the | winds and lashes { the next, we could not understand |
‘F”’i’m water, with floods  why sweat would jusi gather on dur |Tong activities cutdoors, perhaps,
; Inundating the Tand.  Brows even as we sat in front of ¢ ke sparts, can s ffer from this if not
It really does sound Tike 3 \WIRBIEE : rmmputar screens, slogging af the |dhecked or svoidwl
wrath, and ¢ould well explain why keyg for the next day’s story, . The impact of climati change ha:
'F-hﬂ rainy n s called Lo Mifie. | Writers love — 11— |Tieen fit by people and the planet fu
| Of course, there are more tj_-; use weather g6 dorme years now:, He nsabouts, we have the
ientific explanations fie these metaphors to  More certain woather pattems we b
j;&the‘ T patteens, which some people descrfhe people Mﬁﬂ#m ¢n seeing — Hikos vaim in Decembe:
living on our trapical istands Ret ar situations, bup e ind January, for ecumple. Those sligh
mm’usﬁd ahmt this time, the heat 0eing spread arges may secan pretly tame fo
| When Horacay heachfront m.‘llylsm,hhaml]y aroundfo | i i
rasurlr; for pxample, start putting — the heat index avoid heat Q e
ap their wind “shields” to guard was recorded wm iF mtsaemrdrvmfinﬂwmm}du;;
gwshs&gﬁnﬁtwirﬂandrmn thatis at 47 degrees WM‘* b -
La Nifia. 'ﬂ]e seorch and humidity  Celeius in Butuan actually
of stmmer months mean the ‘Hetle  City, Agusan del gypired from
hoy" has armived, orte lust week, hegt stroke |
- BY Niqo, pur onling sources sa;ﬁ-; according to the mindless abuise of natural resources
is Spanish for “The Box” If we are Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysieal {if the name of conmeree will be fel
Lo think in weather terms, it l# and Astronomical bernc ps  (sponar than we iy realize.
the *hot" phase and, thus, e can  Administration. The et s on.- i1 race agpinst tine.

stroke, and those vwho work outdoors
e farmers, for example, or have

EE

~ |4p sbnormelly; md the in'qmr:t of
generations of vrmindful use and
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posts hlghest I
dividend rates

PAL -;hlB_lG Fuﬂ-;] ‘recorded h&EﬂEZ

the highese dividend rarcy since
the new coronavitus dlﬁeﬂmﬁm‘}

E‘!ﬁ.‘!‘llﬂ.tﬁﬂﬂrihi? 13\&1.1(? said int k
; stam-;m

In a Smtm'li.'-ﬂt_‘. P:a._g—lBlG 3114:}-

its regmlar savings dividend rare for
202 rcaclmd 6,53 percent and s
Modified Pag IBIG 2 (MP2) Savings
surged-ta 7.03 percenr per annu.

The dmd-:nrl rafes o the mens
hers” suvirs ol the agency wers
the highlights of the Pag-1BICG
Fund Chairman’s Report for 2022
at the SMX Comvention () entet
yesterday :

Pupr 1BIG Fuml posted it
best perforing year in 2022 as
the agency’s net meome rea
a record high P44.50 billion, aEE
percent increase from 1]:.& 34, M
hillion the year prioe

‘The agency also tépnfte«i e
cord high figures for the yc:a‘r
hame Inang, P117.85 billion; 1ot
membership ﬁn‘vln;gn cu];le,ctﬁ]._,
79,90 hillion rnc; h}mr}mjmmtg
P127.42 billion.

Pag IBIG Fund also assisted the
highest number of members with
10822 mmnng now homes from
its housing loan proprams and over
2.61 million aided through its shart-
tetrn loans, “The agency ended the
year with wonal assers at s highest,
ameninsng to PHZT A billion, |

Secretary Jose Rizaling Acuzar
ot the Department of Human
Setdements and Urban Dcv:lup—
ment (DHSUDY, who also b
the Pap-IBIG Fund Board of
Trustees, said the dividend rates
are the tesnlr of the agency's
tmﬂhh%'ﬁﬁtilmcnmmuple;ﬂ

Ay

" Goe mmmwrmaﬁ

PAG-IBIG

agency is ‘required 1o give back
‘1 memlers only at lesst 71 [‘cl:r-
cotib vl it snnual oce dnconie!
dividends. the Pan IIEG Buard

i he Iﬁéhtﬂ :ii‘iid:’.‘ﬂd ravomr
ralia approved Lo e Paa TRIG
Buoardd,

7ar said that while the

Apprewed o 37 perosnd payiie tito,

e sultingr dr o divi d end wnecne o
Fab2i¥ Billion - the highest n the
Azenoys histori.

e —
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