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With the E ifio phenomenon
now unde ray, the govern-
ment must lay down a "com-
prehensive' approach in ad-
dressing an her possible water
shortage i the country, 'Sen.
Nanc~ Bina Jaid on t!0nday.

Bmay, Ip a statement,
said Repub iT Act No. 6716 or
the Rain ler Collector. and
Springs De lopment Act, en-
acted in 198 , laid down the
governmen 'd "accelerated wa-
ter supply p ogram."

"We wa ~ to find out how
many rain er cOllect.ion sys-
tems have een constructed
.in the 42,000 barangays in the
country, h "'f many are still
working, w l~ is in charge of
their maint .~ance, how many
are already fective' and need
to be rehabil" ated," she said.

"The g ~ernme1t cannot
allow itself 0 be repeated-
ly blindside by [each] water
shortage tha ISotherwise fore-
seeable," sh !Said. "We have
been beset th the effects of
EI Nino for cades and every
time the dry season qomes, we
are often ca ght by surprise by
a water shor age."

uch appre-
(National

oard) . can
d cornpre-
urce plan,

on and re-
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, who also
o do their
al" in con-

'Maxi
The "hot" e t er is ex-

pected to pre ril i the next
few months, t f. s I e weather
bureau said on -\y1O [ay,

Earlier, th P 1 ppine At-
mospheric, G pp sical and
Astronomical rv c s Admin-
istration (Pag a) nticipated
El Nino to take ull ect in the
country by Iul b ~ it already
noted an incre lie humidity
in Metro Manil ~n ther parts
of the country. 1_

"It usually ge this hot
in the count never it's
March, so it's cted that
temperatures g The max-
imum heat will perienced
by April and M ," id Pagasa
weather specialist D hVillemil.
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NO ~EACH, 0 PROBL M Children' enjoy a dip in an inflatable pool on Pasong ra jn Maka-
ti City in thi photo tak n last week as the ~ather bureau declared the beginni 9 fhe dry
season·Offi lals have al 0 warned about th impact of EINino on water supply s t ] heat index
continues to rise in diff rent parts of the co htry. -MARIANNE BERMUDEZ

This con ltion, he sid, is the combiJL air tempeeatuee On Mood t heat index
caused by t e dry seas n and and humidify, in the city pe ed 'It 40 C, said
the warm w nd blowin from Pagasa ticipates that -indi- Jose Estrada J the ~ of Pagasa's
the Pacific 0 an. cator to co tinue its above-nor- Dagupan stati .

As of last week, the mal rise, fr m the 40 C to 42 C He said th as ~coastal city
.heat index r corded by agasa range in Da fan City, Pangasin- facing the Li ay Gulf, Da-
was 47 degre s Celsius 0 Sat- an, to 48 Ci eneral fantos City. gupan is endu rtng ,oth the hot
urday, as felt in San Jose, Occi- seashore sur ce t mperature
dental Mindo 0, and in B tuan Avoi heatstroke and humidity.
City, Agusan el Norte. Dagupa experienced its Dr. Joseph R land Mejia,

The heat index is th highest hea index of 54.9 C in chief of Region 1Me~ical Center
perature felt by people April last ye in Dagupan, sa hi acility had
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yet to admit any patient suffer-
ing from heatstroke.

But he noted t iat many
experienced hypertension, He
discouraged residents from
staying outdoors between 10

a.m. and 3 p.m. to avoid heat-
stroke.

'Feels like hell'
In the island province of Bo-

hot the heat index on Sunday
was recorded between 31 C and
42 C.

Joel Oguis, 47, a messenger,
said he drank more thana gal-
lon of water every day due to
the intense heat so he can stay
hydrated.

Many residents vent to
air-conditioned shopping malls
and local beaches to find relief
from the heat.

"The beat and humidity is
really high ... It feels Iike hell,"
said Regor Cabalit, a res dent of
Tagbilarap City, noting that he
would drink juice and crunch
on ice cubes to coo off.

Pagasa weather specialist
Frente Malano urged he pub-

lic to take preCal.tlOnayr mea-
sures.

"Let Us drink a lot cf water
and avoid going om around af-
teunoon where the sun .s high
and the heat is severe," ~e said.
-I 'ITH REPORTS FROM ABB r BOlSER,

GI'~,MIiiLINA LACORTE OlA bA se.
TELO AND LEO UDTOHAN INQ
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fighters had to
steep terrain and cross several
rivers to, reach the area.

It said the cause of th1fire
was still under investigat on,
noting that no one was inj red
since there were no communi-
ties in the area.

In Sablayan town, the loca!
tourism office closed the popu-
lar trekking destination IO~IY
known as "Little Baguio of in-
doro" following the forest fire
.that hit the mountainous ea
between March 17and Marc 19.

Safety reasons
Charlou Ormega, office~'n

charge of the Sablayan mu ici-
pal environment office, said e
fire destroyed 150 ha (1.5 mill~on
sq m) of forest pines that ·~Ee
endemic to the province nd
a few areas in the country. . d
Southeast Asia. The affeted
area traverses the upland villi s-
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CITY OF CAL
forest fires razedl!
mountains of Occ
daro in the last ni
straying at least
of endemic pin
forcing the closu
ular trekking site
ince, officials said

The latest of
cidents of forest
Mount Susong Dal
gay Batasan in San
5:25 p.m. on March
for about 12 hours,
the local station 0

of Hre Protection (f P).
Fire investigat,' s s id the

blaze gutted some I, 00 quare
meters of Batasan'.' or~ t area,
and the flames we e p tout

If I
only at 5:30 a.m. on un ay.

According to th BE .fire-
II

-Two
of the
IMin-
s, de-
ctares
sand

pop-
prov-
nday.
o in-

struck
ararr-
wn at
lasted
ingto
ureau

Ormega s id the site, was
closed to trek ers from March
21 until Mar h 31 for $~'fety
reasons.

"The gras y areas and oth-
er vegetation n the trail ere
gone, making he area da~ger-
ous due to th steepslop and
loose soil," a mega said i an
interview on onday,

An initi investig tion
pointed to "k ingin,' or s ash-
and-burn far ing, as a of
the possible c uses, he sai .

Citing wit esses, Or, ega

~~~n ~~:s~~e b o~~~e~a;~ a~sr~
ers who used re to drive way
bees.

"This hap ens yearly am
March to Ma or during the
summer. The area is far and
wide, making it difficul to
determine wh is respori ible
[for the forest re],' he sai .INQ

" '*}.) ~ r~\o..•••..~"~ ·lli., -:1';
.~ "r.;, r;t~''l~1.•.. ~

_(,:tl~,·.~~v~1·.:a;t~
IN FLAMES A forest fire engulfs parts of the Susong DalaSla Mountain at Barangay Batasan in San Jose, Decidendi Mindoro, in this photo taken ~n Mareh 25. The blaze was th~ second to hit
• <west are a o f the provinc e In the pa st nine days ,,. ,""I";,, are blarnin human activiti ••• such •• ',,;,,;.' 1"','00,00'; farm ;"" "''''iI'' incid ents. --'~"."'"f_D'_'
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Gro~poutlines legal liabilities ofvessel
. :------it-II~I~~:t.~- ~ ~~ ~ _ "~I'.-c.-...,.;~ II. ~ , I I >

owner in Mindoro oil spill,
By J~NA~HAN L. MAyJ~-\

'I @jonlmayuga

THEownerofMTPrinc ssItr-
pres~: that sank off auj,n,
Oriental Mindoro on FebIiI-

ary 28, 2C03, may be facing a sl w
of crimina 1, administrati ,a d
possibly civilcharges for the aS~?,~e
oil spill that continues to t reat~n
coastal communities in Pala n ~bd
Antique and now Batangas.

According to the inter I tiar-
al nongovernment orgarn at~1n
Oceana, the Philippine oaft
Guard (peG), as an attache agen-
cy of the Department of raIil~-
portation and Communic ti~~,
is mandated to develop oi spill
response, containment, and ec~' -
ery capabil'[ties, enforce la ,a d
promulgate: and administe ru s
and regulations for the p otec-
tion of marine environme t a~d
resources from offshore s ur1,s
of pollution within the ma iti~I'e
jurisdiction of the PhiliPPi, es.

However, the Department f ~ -
vironment and Natural Res uroes
(DENR) is mandated to enfoie en-
vironmentallaws, including Re Ubl~'c
Act 9275 or the Clean Watd' ct. II!

Sought for a legal opip.io ,
Oceana'svicepresident Gloria~ste~

"zo-Ramos createda team Oflellan
enVir,onmental experts to resp nd t
queries such as which enviro men-
tal laws may apply in going aft r t~
parties behiqd the Oriental Mi.h.do~b
oil spill.

Clean Wa1:~!rAct applies t
oil spills
ACCORDINGto Oceana, Clean
Act also applies to oil spills. "
is nothing in the lawwhich li~ts ~f.
application to effluent disch rges.
It bears stressing that the la aim~
.to protect and preserve the q ali~y
of the country's water resd rcd~,

including its marine environment,
by regulating the discharge of pol-
lutants, including oil, into bodies of
water," Ramos said.

Ramos added discharge, as de-
fined by law, includes the act of
spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring,
emitting, emptying, releasing or
dumping of any material, including
oil, into coastal and marine waters
without a permit is prohibited.

"In case of an oil spill incident,
the responsible party is required to
immediately notify the appropri-
ate government agency, which in-
cludes the Philippine Coast Guard,
and take all n~cessary measures
to contain and clean up the spill,"
she said.

Moreover, Ramos said under
Section 16, any person who causes
pollution in or pollutes water
bodies, at his own expense, shall
undertake cleanup operations to
remove pollutants discharged or
spilled into the water body and its
surrounding areas and shall restore
the affected areas to their original
state or condition ..

In the event emergency cleanup
operations are necessary and the pol-
luter fails to immediately undertake
the same, the DENR,in coordination
with other government agencies
concerned, including the PCG,shall
conduct containment, removal, and
cleanup operations.

However, expenses incurred in
said operations shall be reimbursed
by the persons found to have caused
such pollution.

"Reimbursements of the cost in-
curred shall be made to the Water
Quality ManagementFundorto such
other funds where said disbur~e-
ments were .sourced," said Oceana.
To further reinforce the point that
the Clean Water Act applies, Section
28 of the same lawdefines the penal-
ties for oil spill incidents and other

relating to Presidential
9 (Marine Polhi1:ionDe-
ates: For violations fall-

ing unde Section 4 of Presidential
Decree N .979 or any regulations
prescribe in pursuance thereof,
such pers' n shall be Iiable for a fine
of not Ie s than P50,000 or more
P1,000,O 0.00 or by imprisonment
of not les than one year nor more
than six ars or both, for each of-
fense, wit out prejudice to the civil
liability of he offender in accordance
with exist ng laws.

Mean ile, ifthe offenderis aju-
ridical ent ty, then its officers, direc-
tors, agen s or any person primarily
responsib shall be held liable: Pro-
vided, th any vessel from which
oil or othe harmful substances are
discharge in violation of See. 4 of
President! irDecreeNo~979 shall be
liable for a penalty of the fine speci-
fied by th law.

"Cleara ce of such vessel from
the port 0 the Philippines may be
withheld ntil the fine is paid and
such pena y shall constitute a lien
on the su h vessel, which may be
recovered n proceedings by ...the
proper cou t ...,"Oceana said, citing
the provisi n of PD No. 979.

The ower or operator of a vessel
or facility at discharged the oil or
other har ful substances will be li-
able to pay for any cleanup costs.

ENIPASa d Fisheries Code
MEANW .•ILE, Oceana said while
the ENIP S Act only applies to
areas that ave been formally set
aside and esignated ~s protected
areas thro gh a statutory process,
the Fisheri s Codepenalizes aquat-
ic pollutio .

."It mus be noted that although
the penal p ovisions of the ENIPAS
Act is not a plicable, as there are no
national PAs (marine protected
area) invo ved, the penal provi-

sions of the Ph\ilippines Fisheries
Code, as ~mep'ded, may be used
instead since the provisions of the
C~de is enj.on;:b'.able in all Philip-
pme wate .

"The C de enalizes aquatic
pollution, hich is defined as the
introducti n of substances to the
aquatic enl·jr?nment which can
harm living and nbrr-living aquatic

resources, pose potential ana/ r
real hazard to human health, hi -
drance to aquatic activities such s
fishing and riavigation, dischar e
of petroleum or residual pro due s
of, petroleum or carbonaceo s
materials/substances, and oth r,
radioactive, noxious or harmf 1
liquid, gaseous or solid substance ,"
Ramos added.



Pinamalayan iown.
;irhe.seoator had earlier urged concerned

4u~oritiei; to take necessary and immediate
~IOn \0 address the oil spill incident caused
~Y.the capsizing of MT Princess Empress.1P.'~vessel, which was carrying 900,000 liters
qr ibdustr\a1 fuel, sank in the waters off the
cp~ of N$l\ian town in Oriental Mindoro on
28'FebruBlY. iJ··

Go's team distributed masks and snacks to
5j)O affect~ residents at the Gloria municipal
cpvered cdurt, 'I11ey also gave away cellular'
p./iones,~oes and balls-for basketball.

~ team from the Departmenf of Social
\\f~lfare anl! Development extended financial
~istanee; "

Yesterd,y Go, together and his team was
~h~duled to visit Pola t.own to help more
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Industry.

"Aswe al know icro, small and medium
enterprises!rMS~ E areconsideredgrowth
engines o~ he P it ppine economy, Most
especially a this ti 1 of economic recovery,
MSMEsplay cruci· Ie in ourde .•.etopment,"
cited Go in his c s 0 sorship speech 011

od programs
1.0 create and support
ms in the cOWltry,Go

e Bill 2021, w1tichaims to
S ared Service Facilities
partrnent of Trade and
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Wednesda , 22 March.
"Howe er, MSMEs encoun ter several

challenge that hinder their ~evelopment
such as li led fmancial capacity, poor market
infonnatio and lack of access ~ technology.
We must t erefore strive to enact measures
that would elp and support our ",SMEs. One
such mess re Is the Shared Serv ce Facilities
project,' h stressed.
The posed measure seeks to amend

Republic. ·6977 or the ~lagnaQllta forSmall
Ente as amented by RA91;:II, otherwise
known as' e Magna Carta for !licro, Small
and Medi Enterprises.

Meanw ile, Go, last Saturday attended
he Gabrie "Flash" Elorde Boxing Awards
Banquet 0 Champions a Okad 1Manila in
Paraiiaque City where he hig/l ighted the
importanc of investing in th country's
sports de lopment particula.rly in the
grassroots,

The eve was held ·tohonor lie legacy of
the legend. Filipino boxer, Gabriel 'F1ash"
Elorde, and 0 celebrate the best Irofessional I
and amate boxers in the PhiliPPines. Also
in attendan e was former senator and boxing
legend Ma Pacquiao.

In his s ech, Go praised Elo de fur not
onlybeing a egendary boxer but also a source
of inspirati for many Filipinos including
lUmselfwho ontinues to advocan for sports
.md support athletes. GM
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Claims office set up for e lidents·
affecte by oil spill in O. I indoro
By Charles Da tes . Princess E ~re '. ,

Dolor ann un ~ in a media briefing
ORIENTAL indore Governor Hu- ~hat f~ur clai.s cessors have arrived
merlito Dolor SJid a claims office has III Oriental III d 0 and a physical of-
already bee,n es ablished in the region fice in the ~pit was set up to cater
to help residen s affected by the oil people filin lor mpensation.
spill crisis caus d by the sunken MT Nm',Iage
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amicable settlement.
There a:rl~ more than 170 000

people affected by the cr s s, with
over 13,000 fisherfolks as reported
by the gove nment.

Meanwhile, more than 9,000 liters of
oily water mixture have been collected
by the Philippine Coast Guard during
its offshore oil spill response.

In a statement released on [on-
day, PCG aid that more t an 9 0
liters of oily water mixture was col-
lected on March 26, br ing in= th : to-
tal collects d contaminated mixture
to 9,463 li rs and 115 sacks of con-
taminated materials in its offsiore .
clean-up e orts.

The ill-fated tanker was carrying
800,000 industrial fuel when it sank
off the waters of Oriental Mindoro on
February 28.

their registration papers.
Dolor said registered fisherf

the top priority in claiming insu
A claims officer explained t

ryone can file for compensation
as they are legitimate claimants
right forms and requirements.

A claims officer said th t it is'
possible that a claim 'could p Q-
cessedIn 30 days but ther iS!li0
definite time on when cla ·J.11alis
will receive compensation.

The officer assured Dolor t
gress will be made in three mon

The officers said that for r ts
to claim their compensation, t [1
need to sign an agreement that t 11
not pursue a case against the ta

The officers also clarifi t
the agreement is not a f m f
bribery but rather a choice for an

cr,aims ..
Fro Al

mployees 0 the capitol will un4er-
go~raining to urther assist the locals
in rocessing f their application, fhe
go ernor said.

he claims rocessors will also es-
tab ish offices in different towns so

. re~dents woul not have to travel to the
ca itol to file t eir claims.

claims off cer said that on Friday,
the first esta lished office will be
OPin to .the pu lic and will be read~ to
ac ept forms f r claiming insurange.

esidents w 0 will file for compen-
sat on will nee to bring a governlnt
IDil w,hile reg stered fishermen, Ish
ve dors, boat wners, tourism-rel ted
bu iness owne s are asked to bring in

I
I

I~
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pi II lea up nets
of ~il 51 . ~ ••e in 0~f. M re foreign experts Jlo °ng peG, op,S;church group urges 0 address nee~151of 34,000 families

BI/ a on"" T. Vi,ola, that leaked from the slll' n MT ~ , their expertise on .oil spill reo pected to arrive in the coming
Fran s Mangosing Princess Empress that 1 found ~ sponse operation's. the PCGsaid. days. acting Ddense Secretary
and Ifin T: Malia'; J • in the wat~rs off Pola. , , ~,.:r.i ~ The South Korean govern. Carlito Galvez J r. said.
@Te Inquirer Authcrities, howe~r,. were '. _. -' "I';. ment will also be providing 20 ·We are looking forward 10

yettodetenninehowm c afthe : r- ";" .» '>-'.\1; tons of sorb em pads and snare: thearrivalofth"entireUSCoast.
CITY . F CALAPAN- t least Il?",ooo liters of indus . ~de • r,.::. \;., ""~': _. . _.~. _. _ " 1,000 meters, o:f solid flotation Guard contingent for the addi-
9.463 lIters of oily wat r mix- oil that the tanker was c rymg :...J- ~.'. ~~ >, - _ ' ; •• .t , " ,. ~.' '_ '':7~' ,;)._ -'_ curtain boom; and 2,000 sets of tional technical support in our
ture ?d 115 sacks of il-con- had ended up in \he sea ~n MT -: -f~' ~. ~. li.~":'I . ~' . -'. ' :. , . " : personal protecuve equipment disaster response operations.
tami led materials w e col- Princess Empress sank i e wa- ~ .. ~ ~ - '::..r', "', -. ~ /' .•.. ....: "This is th! first time Korea Although, one US C'17 with
lecte~y the Philippin Coast ters off Nauiantown on e·.28. ~"";.4;v"';·· ·i'-i •..·~ . '>", .,-;",',~-; -: has provided assistance for the equipment(6ol(loaderjaiready
Guar PCGjduringitso shore Oriental Mindoro been ~ ••• ;' ' ... < f~l.~•.-«. '1;:~ ,.-..",...~.~.prevention of marine pollution, arrivedthismof1mgandisnow
clean In the province f Orl- placed under a state of a amity INSPECTION French experts have joined a te fro he and Korea highly values the im- at Subie Air Base. Another C's is
ental indoro this mon . after coastal waters in 0 owns PhilipPine Coast Guard (PCG) in testing water I arnpl s ath- portance of restoring areas af- expected to arrve tomorrow;

In report on Man y, the were drenched in oil sic, dis- ered from the shoreline of Pol. town in orientfclMind JO to fected by environmental disas- Galvez said in a report to Pres.
PCG'f'Id it also managed to col- placing over 34.000 fa ilies measure the level of oil contamination from su fen t nker MT ters .and acciden ts,' the Korean ident Marcos on Sunday,
lectI3~I"0resacksofoil. ntam- composed mostly of fi herfolk Princess Empress, in this photo posted on the q:GFa .book EmbassyinM,milasaid. ·We will immediately em.
inale~ materials on Ma ch 26, who w,ere barred from st·ng. on ~arCh 26.-PHOTOCOURT£SYOfPCG I I At present, the peG bas ploy these assets and integrate
resul~ in a total of 3.514 sacks been getting help from local in our response operations. In
and 2 ~rums of waste c llected Foreign assistan e communities that provide them addition, we continue to close.
from j affected villages in the The slick has sinc s read province, the sea off Verde Is- as bad as those in N1uj~n, Pola with improvised oil spill booms. Iy monitor the ROY's (remotely
towns of Naujan, Bulala 0 and to the waters of the ca it I city land in Batangas City and Tin- <Uldtheir adjoi~ing t9wps. using abaca coir and such items operated vehicle) operations
Pola om March i to Mar 26. of Calapan, Caluya I a d in gloy town in Batangas province Technical e¥perts ffom the as plastic bottles . for significant updates and to

ese areas continued to reel Antique, the waters of g taya although authorities said the Korean Coast quard w Ii meet More assistance from the further determine the extent of
from ~spread of industr aI fuel and Taytay towns in a wan im ct in these areas were not with the PCGa Tue <Ii to lend US Coast Guard was also ex. the oil spill." he said.INQ
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(DSWD) is working on extending the cash for
days fro~ the current 15 days to help sustain th
affected ~Y Jthe oil spill. .

The D WD said it is now finalizing the budge
the exten ion.

The ini ':H fund for the CFW was sourced fr
Quick Re ponse Fund.

TheDSWDsaid 19,895peoplefromOrientaLMind£0
fishermen,who wereaffectedby the oil spillhavea l~d

The department has already released over P?1
of the be1b.eficiaries.

The beneficiaries,who were identified by their I ~algp ernment units
(LGUs), tere tasked to collect locally available at ials for making
improvised oil spill boom and absorbent; establi angay or back-
yard gardf!}S;engage in mangt:0ve rehabilitation; ~ct community
clean-up doves; and assist in the loading and unl !Ioffamily food
packs (FFPs).

The be ficiarieswere paid amounts equivalen f daily regional
minimum wage in their I and were also
provided basic necessiti as food, and
water, among others.

Those from Oriental " d receivedP355
per day while those fro .que got P450
per day. I

TheDSWD saidit will duct cash-for-
work activitiesin Batang n as the funds
for its implementation is le.

The CFW in Batanga to hire 2,000
people who will initially rk r 15 days.

The program aims to hi ttgate the effects
of the oil spill that has re ch lBatangas City,
and the towns of Mabi , B I an, Lobo, San
Luis, San Pascual, and T' 10 'nd is now also
threateninr the Verde Isl nd assa8e.- With
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Oil spill respon I

to highest level
By MARTIN SADO GDONG
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The oil spill response in Orien-
tal Mindoro has been elevated to
"Tier 3," the highest level under
the Philippinr Coast Guard's (PCG)
National Oil Spill Contingency Plan
(NO~CP), as "bagging" operation to
contain the leakage is expected to
start this week.

Admiral Artemio Abu, PCG com-
mandant, said raising the response
to the highest level would further
intensify the coordination of na-
tional and lo~al government agen-
des as well as the international
community in containing the oil
spill.

"Dinecl 3
response, i -e vate natin. In t le
beginning, tie z tayo because the
volume of ~e oil was below one
million [lit s] We declared Tier 3
response n ., e elevated it. In the
beginning, e nly placed it under
Tier 2 beca se t e volume of oil as
below one illi n)," Abu said.

"Tapos ki a natin dumarating
na 'yung as tst ce from neighbor-
ing countri s s in -elevate natin sa
Tier 3. Mas a nda 'yun para mas
lalong ma ig ing ang coordina-
tion, com ni ~tion,and support
of other. co ntr ~s (Then came re
assistance 110mneighboring ••••..II!
countries, 0 elevated it ••••.."

Oil spill response raised
to highest level - peG 1
~o Tier 3. 's much better because
We can int rsify coordination, com-
municatio , and support of ther
countries),' he added.

In the Vent of an oil spill, the
PCGfollow the Nosep "to provide a
coordinate and integrated response
mechanis " for its cleanup efforts.
The level 0 response is referreq to as
"tiers" whi h vary depending on the
magnitude f the oil spill. The v~lume
of spilt oil c rresponds to the tiers: Tier
1is implem ted if the spill involves one
liter to 10,0 0 liters, Tiel: 2 for 10,001
liters to on million liters, and iI'ier 3
for more th n one million liters.

Accordi g to the NOSCP, a Tier 1
response is for oil spill that is gener-
ally small i magnitude and affecting
only a local F,ea, which means it may
be dealt wit by the individual operator
or "spiller.' '

Under a Tier 2 spill, the response
extends ou ide the limit of the Tier 1
response a it is larger in magnitude
and "needs additional resources from
a variety f potential sources from
jstakehOlde involved."

The highest level, Tier ,is for a
spill that calls for further ~bs ntial
resources from a range of n ton and
international response due it scale
and likelihood to cause maj f i acts.

Vice Admiral Rolando L' or P nza-
Ian Ir., peG deputy comm da t for
operations and head of the C sis an-
agement Committee" ,said e 'most
effective" method to drain e I airing
oil from sunken motor ta ,fer (MT)
Princess Empress is throu j ,b qging
operation. The vessel caps' d 0 Feb.
28 off Naujan, Oriental Min oro while
carrying 800,000 liters of ~d strial
fuel oil.

Through this method, a
bag will be used to cover
catch the leaking oil from th
found on the vessel's surfac
explained.

"May bag na ipapaton
nang sa gayon, ang langis a f uhuli
ng bag na ito. Habang napu no ~nti-
unti ring lumalabas ang tubi""d at (It
fvessel] will be covered by a ag, hich
will catch the oil. As it is bein fill , the
seawaterwillslowlycomeou ." esaid.

Pun alan said the bagging op-
eration might start this week as
the P&I [Protection and Indemnity)
Club, thE: insurance company ofthe
owner o] the MT Princess Empress,
RDC Reield Marine Services, .nc.,
has st ed acquiring the specialized
bags fro n its source.

Asid· from bagging operation,
the PCG salso waiting for the avail-
ability olla remotely operated vehi e
(ROV) 0 an underwater r bo that
could si hon the oil leaks.

The 'CG previously said the
United S,tates Coast Guard has of-
fered a ROV, which is capable of
draining leaking fuel, from the US
Marines

Cash-for-work
Meal while, the Department of

Social elfare and Development
(DSWD provided cash-for-work
assistance to some 19,000 residents

'affected Iy the oil spill.
As of!March 27, 19,895 individu-

als in OrientalMindoro and Antique
benefitted from the cash-for-work
program of the DSWD, which ai s
to provide temporary employment to
families I mostly fisherfolk, whc lost
their source of livelihood due to e
oil spill. (With a report from Ellalyn
de Vera- Ruiz)
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Th owner of the oil vessel M/V
Prince s Empress has presented him-
self to the National Bureau of Inves-
tigati (NBI).

Re mundo Cabial, owner of the
RDC eield Marine Services, ap-
peare before the NBI-Environmental
Crime Division-yesterday afternoon.

Thi developed after the Envi-
ronm ntal Crime Division issued a
subpo na to the owner and crew-
memb rs of the Empress.

Th RDC Reield Marine Services
owns he Empress, which sank last
mon in the waters offNaujan town
in Ori ntal Mindoro,

Th incident :caused a massive oil
spill at has affected not only the
coast f Oriental Mindoro, but also
of An .que and Palawan as well as
Batan as including the Verde Island
Passa e, which serves as home to a

I vast s ecies of marine life including
whale sharks, sea turtles and corals.

Las Friday,the NBI summoned the
15ere embers ofthe Empress includ-
ing th captain and their lawyers.

The crewmembers will be consid-
ered "persons of interest" pending
investi ation ofthe maritime accident.

Me while, the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG) will receive a dona-
tion 0 180,000 sheets Of absorbent
fiber nd 11 drums that will be
used i the ongoing cleanup of the
oil spi 1.

The PCG said private firm Next-
Gen. d non-government organiza-
tion 0 eanus Conservation pledged
to' do ate absorbent pads and an
all-na ral fuel dispersant that would
help se arate oil from water for easy
remov .

.TRe n ~ons are expected to
be turne 0 er today to officials of
the Department of Environment
'ana Natural Resources as well as to
commO~9re eronimo Tuvilla, who
heads th IpC oil spill incident man-
agement t:, in Oriental Mindoro.

The iG thanked Eco 'Irends
Internatij]nal r supporting the gov-
ernment, 0 ing oil spill rti'sponse
operations Oriental Minddro.

Eco Tren s pledged to donate
thre,.e 40-~00tf~f-shipping containers
of microI' er ~bsorbent pads,

The P t; s ~dit would use Hpecial-
ized, bag to dollect the leaking oil
from the mptess. .

Vice am ral Rolando Punzalan
Jr., PCG deputy commandant for
administration, said these s iecial-
ized bags are!the easiest and fastest
devices for cleaning up the spill.

The bags are expected tq arrive
from Singapore on Thursday,

Punzalan said the specializ edbags
would catch the oil leaking Horn the
tanker.

He sai\:l(ti. insurance firm hired
by the vesse owner commjtted to
provide the ags needed for the oil
spill clean p. - Mark Ernest fillleza,
Evelyn aca an



Kyle Aristophere r.Atienza
i?eporter

':HE GOVERNMENT of Phil-
ippine President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. should develop a peo-
ple-centered and preven,tive ap-
proach to marine disastE!I S as part
cf a bigger plan to harness the
ocean economy, scientist!! said.

The Philippines, just like many
coastal states, "does not ibve the
capability to respond to marine di-
sasters such as a massive (til spill,"
Bhodora V. Azanza, WiH) heads
the ASEAN Committee on Sci-
ence, Technology and Innovation's
marine science and technology
sub-committee, said in an e-mail,

IIThe government had always fo-
cused on disaster response rather
than on prevention, she s~ld, add-
ing th it has failed to develop a
marin disaster prevention system
that is .cientific and innovative.

"It should be the concern partie-
ularly of countries that depend on
the coasts and seas for the ~lurvi.val
of many of their communities and
the potential development i'lf their
blue economy such as the Philip-
pine archipelago with its v~1stma-
rine resc urces," said Ms. Azanza,
who is also professor emd~tus at
the Unrversity of the Philippines
(UP) Mal ine Science Institute.

Philippme authorrties have
been scrambling to contjlin an

il spill from a sunken fuel tanker
that has affected many coas'tal ar-
eas, irn - iding a world-renowned
passag where charismade ma-
rine sp ies could be found.

The Philippine Coast (~uard
on Monday said it collected 900
liters of oily water mixture (luring
its Sun ~.r offshore response op-
erations, bringing the total from

a=.l t :6 to 9,463 liters.
For shoreline response, the

age ICY co .lected 137 sacks ef oil-
con.aminated materials on Sun-
da~ res - -jng in 3,514.5 sacks and
22 d rum. of waste collected from
13 fee -d villages in the towns
of Naujan Bulalacao and p\tla in
One •.•tal Mindoro from Mar. 1. to
26, i,said in a statement.

a disas--
tific,

THE PH"IPPI~E Coast Guard on Monday said it collected 900 liters of oily water
mlxture'durlng Its Sunday offshore response operations, bringing the total from
Mar. 1 td 26 to 9,463 liters.

In ii lat~st report, the UP Ma-
rine S ien~e Institute said east-
erlies r wtnds coming from the
east might blow the slick from the
sunken: ves~.fl to the west through
the Verde Is and Passage.

The ftrai is just 12 kilometers
away frqm PUerto Galera, a popular
ooacht di~g destination in Ori-
ental doro province. The town
is still oi spill-free, at least for now.

"Th~ majority of our people
rely orr'the tourism industry for
their livblih&od," Christian Mana-
lo, a diver and member of Puerto
Galera's tou~. sm sector, said in a
Facebodk M ssenger chat. "If the
oil spilf rea hes our dive spots,
it will h ve igniflcant and long-
lasting ns~ uences both for the
environ e~land the people."

The P-J.VI.SI,which has been
closely onitoring the oil spill's
movem nt, ~arlier said the oil
spill mi t~. ach Puerto Galera
- some hiq. that has angered
Mayor c D. Hagan after trips

to his to g~ canceled.
"We ave lot of tourist can-

cellatio s bf ause of what MSI
did," he old news briefing last
week. '. hey should be respon-
sible wi their statements and
think ab ut feople's livelihood
because, in actuality, the oil spill
has not r aC~~d us."

The -M I has been releas-
ing proje tiOJ~ to encourage local
governm nts to prepare in case
the oil spill reaches their shores.

Community empowerment
should be at the heart of any ma-
rine disaster prevention programs,
said Jayvee Ablaiia Saco, president
of the Philippine Association of
Marine Science. "We need to equip
local government units (LGUs)
and people's organizations because
they are on the frontlines," he said
in a Zoom interview.

'SCIENCE-BASED'
He said civic groups in coastal
communities have "very orga-
nized" mechanisms. "They are in
their communities and they have
a sense of ownership of their com-
munities. We need to invest more
in our local government units and
people's organizations."

"If we will equip them with
proper training and capacity
building, we would be able to deal
better with environmental risks,"
he added.

Mr. Saco said marine disaster
preparation should consider the
status of the Philippines' scientific
community, whose members are
leaving the country for better op-
portunities and higher pay overseas.

Marine disasters are nothing
new to the Philippines, which was
also hit by an oil spill in 2006 af-
ter a motor tanker carrying more
than two million liters of bunker
fuel sank off the coast of Guima-
ras Island in central Philippines.

Ms. Azanza said the Philip-
pines should work with South-

entlon
eSltold
east Asian neighbors and look at
existing treaties or agreements
to address marine disasters. "The
International Maritime Organi-
zation has policies concerning oil
spill management, With focus on
response and recovery mecha-
nisms," she said.

She said the recently approved
United Nations agreement on the
protection of the high seas could
be used to develop specific poli-
cies on cooperative research and
development, planning and re-
sponse to major marine disasters
such as oil spills.

"The Associatioll of South-
east Asian Nations, which is now
developing a regional road map
for the blue economy, should
consider these topics to have
strategic regional cooperation
on marine disaster management
based on science, technology and
innovation, considering preven-
tion, mitigation and response
schemes," she added.

During his presidential cam-
aign last year, Mr. Marcos prom-

.sed to develop the maritime sec-
or by making the Philippines a
ogistics hub and harnessing the
ountry's sea resources.

The Organization for Econom-
c Cooperation and Development
as said 80-90% of global trade is
hipped by sea.

Experts said developing the
aritime industry should be in

ine with the demands of a blue
r ocean economy, which Mr.
arcos included in his economic

genda during his campaign.
The blue economy calls for
e "sustainable use of ocean

lesources for economic growth,
improved livelihoods and jobs,

hile preserving the health of the
cean ecosystem," according to

the World Bank.
"Amodem local maritime indus-
should develop and implement

al science and technology- based
arine disaster management pro-

gram that considers prevention,
itigation and recovery aspects,"
s.Azanza said. "Good governance

o~institutions or agencies involved
. the strategic program is a must."
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crude awa Iling
mes . If not for Petron "0 ~load
ing e vessel that cont ibute
hea y to the sinking of th Ship,
if no for Capt. Norberto !fro'
oper tion of the vessel espit
havi .inadequate trainin ~nd i
not ~ f its owners' non-com lianc~
with olicies and requirem nts t
ensur the seaworthiness 0 thei
vessel - perhaps the spill: ould

not hav occurred.
As in estigations into th~ ¥T

Princes Empress reveal, a si ilar
story of if not for" is happen ng.
Accord' g to Justice Secre ary
Boying emulla, this vessel as
a rebuil scrap and was not lin,
tended transport oil from the
very be inning - though MfTi-
time Ind stry Authority (Marif<J.)
Adminis rator Hernani Fabi~ is
apparen y saying otherwise.

In another blatant disregar I for
sea policies, Marina claims at
they did not issue any am d-

. ment to the certificate of p ljlk
convenience (CPe) of the ves ,ks
owner. This means the MTPri es
Empress should not have b en
sailing at all ..:...especially wi h a
deadly cargo. .
It is hard not to think that kk

and coastal waters of266 OOO.km,
the Philippine:'! must h ve ever-

, evolving systems and me anisms
for strict regulation, re diness,
risk mitigation and prev tion of
, disasters like thi:s in orde to veer
! away from constantly sa mbling
, for response.

This problem may
resolved quickly. The ublic's

. attention' is welco
more than finding
goat, we must fix
govern. It is not to
prevent the: likeli
a reprise 'of this i cident
by making sense of all
the data we have g thered
so far and not align-
ing scientists for sp aking
evidence-based fa sand
forecasts. ;[ am re inded
of Yuval Harari's dvice
that wh~nthere is a eluge
of inform.ation, II larity
is power. n The aut or of
21 Lessons for th 21st
Century reminds us f the
importancE: of the £ ur Cs

pedagogy: critical thi king,
mmunication, collabor tion
d creativity. "Most imp rtant
all, will be the ability t deal
th change, learn new t ings,
d preserve youn mental bal-
CI~ in unfamiha situati ns. II

at is the respofllsibility fall
s tors involved.

can only hope t.Hatthe 0 .en-
t 1Mindoro oil sp 1Il will b the
I II rude awakening for all f us.

of coordination, corruption, i _
competence and neglect are ofte
at the core of all these preven
able disasters. It seems we did n
bother learning from history.
One would think that, afte

the Guimaras fiasco, we woul

f
havestricter rules and regulations
lready in place to avoid such an
ncident from ever happenin

. again. As an archipelago with
oastline of 18,000 kilometer
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The peak season i laIr dy Cuimaras (~il spill happened. It
starting after all, and e I ,I als was in 2006 when the oil tanker
are already anticipatin he ck MT Solar :[ spilled tore than 2.1
of customers in their t ns he million liters of bu ker fue, into
institute, for its part, I in thewatersandshore of the island.
that their projections a The tragic incident made it into
to help local governm history books as the orst oil spill
prepare, and not be sea in the PhiliPPines'f;t that time,
sides have a point. authorities said tha the cleanup
The fast facts tell us th might take three I ears. About

Princess Empress was s 20,000 fisherfqlk hap to stop
to carry 900,000 liters relying on the only liyeJihood
gallons) of industrial they had known, not count-
black oil from SL Gas ing the other families which
Terminal in Bataan t II . o. also relied ~1I1nature'f bounty
However, adverse sea co it' s for everyday needs, and the
caused it to sink last ~b. 8, animals and plants at were
2023. So now, its hig I t ic severely affected,
cargo has been set loose, r i' g Thirteen years later,
slicks in the sea and ace m t- through strong will and great
ing sludge on nearby sh es, effort, Cuimaras is finding
Unfortunately, due t Iw itself back 011 its feet. ~et here

movement and weathe FO we are again, 17 ye rs after
tions, this deadly oil is 0 i d and just 300 kilomet rs away
to spread to nearby areas u s from the previous in ident's
Batangas, Mimaropa and I est I site, another toxin- earing
Visayas, And true enoug t e tanker sinks into the ea.
are already reports abou il Are we to expect the ecolog-
ing detected in the Verd Isl ical recovery from the~il spill
Passage. This is especiall he - caused by MI'Princes Empress to
breaking, as it is a worl take more than a dec de, too?
of marine biodiversity tha s a More importantly, are we p r-
being pushed by various ro IS ?etually left tel deal w¥ problems
to vie for Unesco World rit & III the long haul whe~ these inci-
Sites selection. Last March ~3' dents could have beef prevented
Philippine Coast Guard e va in the first place?
its response to Tier 3, th hi Take, for instance, the case of
est, which requires nation -le ~ MTSolar 1.T:hegoverninentprol e
response and support fr I •t' held the' 0 /ners, the skippe ,
international community. maritime officials, and fven Petron

_~It_6~ee_l~sIik_e-,y~e_st_er~d_a~y,---w--l+n~~._c=-o:::..::rp~.cu=:tlp::.,::a=blefor thi~ ecological

M
OST
f us

ar fo l-
Io ing
th me-
dia overage of slow-moving disas-
ter: he Orient Mindoro oil spilL
My ttention w drawn to an appeal
by erto Galer Mayor Rocky Hagan
to e Universi of the Philippines
Ma ine Science nstitute (UP-MSI).
He sks that the P-MSI be "respon-
sib e" in their rojections, as they
w~r Idriving aw tourists bound for
thei beaches. .>-MercadoA 12~~+-~~-=I~~
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P tting a 'tight lid noil spil
•••••• oday marks one month of the oil spill

disaster and it seems that the worst is
far from over.

M/T Princess Empress, carrying about
800,00 liters of industrial fuel oil, capsized off
Naujan in Oriental Mindoro last Feb. 28, 2023.
Spillin thick oil into the sea, it was a tragic di-
saster t at threatened not only the teeming marine
life in t e area but also the coastal communities
whose 1 velihoods are intertwined with the bounty
of the aters.

As t e clock continues to tick away, various
groups and concerned agencies called on the
govern ent to fasttrack containment and cleanup
efforts. nvironment groups warned that the oil
could s n reach the protected Verde Island Pas-
sage - considered the "center of the center of
biodive sity." Industrial oil reaching this area
Wouldb an environmental crisis of epic propor-
tions,o e that could overturn years of protection
and pre ervation.

Diffe ent governments around the world, such
as the U ,South Korea, Japan, etc., have expressed
support 0 contain this maritime disaster and the
rehabili ation that would ensue. For example,
South K rea is sending today its Korean Coast
Guard R sponse Team and technical experts. It
has also pledged to ship 20 tons of absorbent
pads, 2) 00 sets of protective equipment, and a
1,000-m ter spill boom.

On t e other hand, the United States Coast
Guard a d some of its air assets will assist in the
ongoing 'cleanup operations. Carlito Galvez Ir.,
OlCof th Department of National Defense (DND),
noted th t the presence of the US National Oce-
anic and tmospheric Administration (NOAA)has
"conside ably helped in the cleanup operations by
providin rapid environmental assessments of the

affected areas, identification. of priority area at
risk of e~ir~mental damage, and assessment of
the need fo ecosystem restoration."

Mean hi e, last March ,2.1,a Japanese ROV
(remotel~'op rated vehicle) found the oil tanker
and sentlima es showing that the ship "suffered
structural da age after sinking." It was found 7.7
nautical~ile from Balingawan Point in Naujan.

Findi g t e location of the oil tanker is good
news, bu the e's nothing to celebrate here. There
are confliqtin reports on the' (health" of the ship,
contradicto claims on the ship's provenance to
different dat on the scope of tile oil spill da age.
Setting a~ide he noise, there is one thing we can
all agree on - this is a wake up call.

For ode, t ere is a need for the government to
invest in ech ology and improve response pro 0-
colswhen a si ilar incident like this would happen
in the fut~re. e couldn't call for the ban on these
oil tanke~ as we are an archipelagic nation.

Envir nm ntal science professor from the
Mindana Sta e University Hernando Bacosa said
that the ( gov rnment should draw lessons from
the oil ~P~l t at has affected 12 towns and other
provinces so f r." "We have te invest in technol-
ogy, we ave to invest in an ROV... we have to
organize urselves as a strong force to respond to
an oil spil ," Hesaid.

The sunken M/T Princess Empress just showed
that "the country lacks the technological capabihty
to seal thEjlea~ng tanks."

This oil spi 1 is, sadly, emblematic of the fail-
ures in 0 r c mpliance standards. Though re
can't rule out accidents happening on our seas,
the least the g vernment could do is to make sure
each ship Is voyage-worthy - for the protect 0

of people, of communities, and most of all, 0 I
marine tre~su es.

--~-~'--.."•.............................•................................................................................................................................................................
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Destr ed habitat, lifelong recovery
l"HE Philippines is an' arrhi-

, pelago w th a coastline th '(
stretches more than 18,000 kil "
meters. Its coastal waters cover a
area of266,000 square kilorneie
where 70 percent of its 1,489 rn -
nicipalities ar~ in the coastal are .
It is the fourth longest coastline ir
the world. It is home to milliOlW
of people for whom the sea is par
and parcel of their lives, Imagin,
the impact of an oil spill! ,

This sumner will be bad fqf
the beaches and the fisherfolk ]'\
Oriental Mincoro, an island pro I
ince, which covers a total area r
4,238,38 sq km (1,636.45 sq mi ~,
It. is the seven th largest island i 1

the country ~ld the eighth mo~t
populous island in the Philil1t
pines, with 908,339 populatiOlir
per the 2020 census. The provi nc~
was the second largest emnomt
in the Mirnaropa region fro~
2018 to 2020, 'The economy qf
Oriental Mindoro is driven by ser-
v,ices, which accounted for mo~1
than half of the province's tot!
economic output with an annu
average share of 50.4 percent frona
2018 to 2020, II was followed b~
industry with 33,6 percent shar~j
and agriculture, forestry and fishl
ing at 16 percent share."

The main sources of inrorn

Crude oil ruins the insulating an
waterproofing properties of feath
ers and fur, and thus oil-coatel
birds aflm marine mammals mal
die frof, hypothermia. Moreove
ingested oil can be toxic to a
fected lallimals, and damage t
their h~bitat and reproductive ratl

may sl?w the long-term recover"
of anirr~1 populations from th
shorH~' rf1 damage caused by th
spill it elf. Damage to plant Ii],
can be considerable as well; sal~
water arshes and mangroves ar
two notaple shore ecosystems th~
freque~tly suffer from oil spills. II
beache~'~nd populated shoreline
are fou~e<fl,tourism and commero
may b9 severely affected, as ma
power plants and other utili tie
that either draw on or discharg
intose~water at the shore, One 0

the indrstries most affected by oil
spills iSIfishing. Major oil spillf
are frerlJentlY followed by the
immed ate suspension of com-
mercia fishing, at the least tq
preven ~amage:to vessels and
equipqert but also to prevent
the cat5h and sale of fish or shell-
fish th'~ Inay be contaminated. '[

With tryehistory of oil spills i9
the cou ~ry (14 major ones), the
immediate environmental effects
have been readily identified, but

their long-term impact on the eco-
logical system of an affected area is
more difficult to assess. The cost of
paying cOFpensation to individu-
als and communities damaged by
oil spills has been a major incen-
tive to reduce the chances of SUGh
events ta~ing place in the future,
Would a class suit be the right
approach to secure the short-term
gain for those dislocated and the
long-ten~ solution for recovery?

To date, a total of 172,928 in-
dividuals have been affected by
the oil spfll from the sunken MT
Princess E[Y.presscarrying 800,000
liters ofi~dustriaI fuel. It is initial-
ly estimated that "20,000 hectares
of-coral reef 9,900 hectares of
mangroves and 6,000 hectares of
seagrass may be affected by the
oil slick in the earlier identified
three municipalities." By March
14, the ~pill had reached 14
municip~~'ties and one city in
Oriental indoro: two munici-
palities in Occidental Mindoro;
five muniqipalities in Palawan:
and one in!Antique.

As yet, no thoroughly satisfactory
method 9as been developed for
cleaning ur major oil spills, though
the spectacular spills of the last
decades of the 20th century "called

>TiquiaA12

ZILCH
LOURDES

, TIQUIA
fOr Oriental Mindoro are agri-

Iture and fishing, except for
HUlertoCalera, which ~elies heav-

on tourism, 'Rice farming is
ighest in Naujan followed by
lapan. with irrigated areas cov-

e ng 11,348 hectares and 7,043
I~ ctares, respectively.

II An oil spill will therefore affect
I~ es that rely on fishing and tour-
i~ 1, as well as the health of resi-
dl nts that live near the shores of
a' as affected by an oil spill, which
d es not remain static principally
d e to the nature of waves, Most
kl ds of ail are less dense than

ter, and most spilled oil floats
the water's surface, It spreads

t and is pushed across the water
wind and currents,

e cost of an oil spill is con-
erable in both economic and,

el'!Iogicai terms, "Oil on ocean,
S'I faces is harmful to many forms
o aquatic life because it prevents
e ugh sunlight from penetrating
tr surface, and it also reduces
t level of dissolved oxygen,

~"TIQlIIIA FROM A10
.7~· • _~

chemical surfactants and solvents'
may be spread over a slick in order
to accelerate its natural dispersion
into the sea. Onshore removal
of oil that has penetrated sandy
beaches and coated rocky shores
is a laborious affair, frequently
involving small armies of workers

. wielding hand tools or operating
heavy construction-type equipment
to scrape up contaminated debris
and haul it away."

And we ate not even talking of
the liabilities of the MT Princess
Empress and the highly irregular
enforcement of maritime laws 011
safety, environmental protection
and security by the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) and Marina
on the development promotion
and regulation of the maritime
industry. No heads rolled even
while anomalies were being un-
earthed as the congressional
bodies conducted their investiga-
tions. Transparency and account-
ability seem to be new words for
the PCG. We are truly in a sad
state when it comes to enforce-
ment. Either regulatory agencies
do not enforce laws or would go

Destroy
habita beyond what law mandate, jt.\s

like the Bureau 0 Immigration
and Deportation. f

And nobody is ven looking at
the, Oil Pollutio Managemept
Fund created und r Republic A~
9483, or the "Oil ollution Corp-
pensationActof20 7,"togetthings
settled and move enhanced re-
covery, mindful of e lives affe~ted
by the spill. The sa~ of the PrinE~ss
Empress essentiall proves tola]!
that Tt's notamatt ofifthere 'll
be an oil spill, it's hen." I

frrth great.improvements il}~cH~
nology and in the managem t 0:
coordinated responses. Esse? all~~'
responses to oil spills seek to co

1
tain the oil and remove en ug
of it so that economic activi ca
resume 'and the natural re{ e
processes elf the marine enr on,
ment can take over. Floating IJb m
can be placdd around the so f e 0

the spill or at entrances to i a'll
nels and harbors to reduc~ thl
spreading of an oil slick ov~ th~1
sea surface. $kimming, a tech ul:
that, like the use of booms, is os

• . • Ieffective In calm waters, IllVi ves,
various medianisms that PhYS~ Ily
separate the oil from the wate , d
place the oil into collection' .
Another ap~roach is to use vaW us
sorbents (e.g., straw, volcanic sh II
and shavings of polyester-den ed
plastic) that absorb the oil fr m
the water. Where appropri te,

. ~. il



I

~~~~~~~~========~P ~

Under the law, t e irsurance cover on
oil tanker MT P' est Empress will be
used to reimburs he government for all
expenses incurre in [responding to the
Mindoro oil spill, i clU~i~gcompensating
victims and finan i g p~ogramsto mitigate
the environmenta mpact of the spread of
the toxic substan ,

According to hutch group Stella
Maris-Philippines, compensation should
immediately be v ila~le to support the
livelihood of local f shermen.

. "For the time ingl programs can be
implemented to trai th¢m in acquiringnew
skillsthat they c e to earn a livinguntil
the condition is s forlthem to go back to
fishing,"Stella M S~d in a statement.

The premise is at DC Reield Marine
Services has full er ge to the extent of
$1 billion, which t e amount revealed
by the Maritime I ustfYAuthority during
a Senate public h, rin1,.

The amount, ho ver is not cast in stone
as a long proces f i jVestigation, which
may take years, f ws

The real prosp is that the insurance
policy may not en lapply due to the
deficient papers heJessel owner.

Accordingto an' dustry source, the local
Protection and In ~ty Club insurer is
ShipownersMutual hil~the Manilabrokeris
Gordon& Associat s WJChis fullyownedbya business an
amed Alfred Gor 0 , .

What puzzled t in ustry source was the utter ck
f due diligence a ng ~hecompanies involvedin th oil

~

hipment, both th h!erer and the insurer.. . i
"The insurer s ul have conducted due dilig ce

n the certificate p blic convenience of the ta r,"
according to the s rce

"The insurance omJussioner must ask the 1'&1 I~ub
an insurance co I' is in effect," the source wante to

~ now.__
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The government shoul le I the whole

gamut of the insurance 0", r ge since "if
not, whowillcompensate os ho suffered
and pay the cost of cle

The insurer had set ye
for the start of listing of t
compensation, but the so
a guarantee of payment.

At the Senate hearin ,
official admitted the tank I h
times without an amen ed
Public Convenience, whi
a requirement.

~ maritime expert said the absene 0
If will result in a serious problem 1 it

s may be a ground for denyin th claim," the
sour nojed. I

" e ~lub that reinsured and the' insurance
com' ~nie&may question the validity of J} " especially
in t s case as claims will be big," the d try veteran
indiq ied. I

" the papers of the tanker are t order, the
Prot ion and Indemnityinsurance cove I fthe tanker
will ve no effect and the liability fo 1 a damage or
reco "Iill not be shouldered by the P Club," the
sour e despribed the grim prospect ah d. I

Se ~tor~ were baffled at how the a was able
to ev. e ~hilippine. Coast Guard chec en the MT
Prine s Empress left port nine tirrtes. 1

An her mystery was how the vesse 0 r clinched
. the' vran,cecoveragedespite the inco J?le documents
of th ~anker.

Th ~ is then the question about the c er; which is
the s . ping unit of conglomerateSan' orp.

" shouldwonderwhySMCwouldde a company
that I es using incomplete certificates," urce said.

Th ue ions should be answered mysteries
clear by the personalities involved' t e shipment,
inclu S C officials.

RDC Reield
sailed nine
rtificate of
ina said is
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While keepin its silence in th~ oil spill despite
o. the p 'yload in the do~ed tanker,
conglomerat 18anMiguel Corp. has extended
monthly cash assistance to close to 2,000 Cavite
beneficiaries

.. ant suffers from b~anthtopic confusion
much media fanf~te, farmed out P5,000

monthly assist ce to fishermen and their families but not in
the oil-slickstri ken Oriental Mindoro, 1

It could have een something to e~qlate had the generosity
in Cavite been fended to the vict~ of th~ toxic fuel that
seeped out of t e sunken MT Princess Empress.

While keep' its silence in the oil spill despite owning
the payload in t -e downed tanker, c~)l\glomerateSan Miguel
COI'J?has exten ed monthly cash assistance to close to 2,000
Cavite benefici .es. I

SrdCsaid it i distributing P500 million in"Handog Tulong
Pinansyal Para a Mangmgtsda'program in the province of
Cavite.

"
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Airport legaproject
SMC's Ae city Inc., SMd's airport unit, launched the

fmanci~.Jass 'I ance program as a follow-upto the company's
monthly n od s pply initiative lor over 8,000fisherfolk f ..es
from Ros rio anza, Naic and Ternate towns.

The i ny i' that in a different part of the country, SMC
is-compl tel ilent on the crles from the Oriental Mindoro
and Bat ga residents who ure reeling from tee fects of
the slic n Ifing an Increasing part of the nation.

Chur Ie ders of 86 diocesan social action centers in
the Phili ,i s are.frantically raising their hands to heaven
for assis nc j .

"We e ~ddened by the damage inflicted on God's
. creation y he oil spill froIIIIthe sinking of MT Princess
Empres ~m :8 February 20231, as 900,000 liters of industrial
oil nOW{Oll t~s the waters of the Verde Island Passage,"
they sai . .

. Over m1ltion Filipinos depend on the bounty of the
seas thr~&te ~d by the spread ling oil from the sunken ship.

-Their foo(f, Ii elihood, and futare are in peril, according to
the Social A ion Network.

The grOup]aid the government should exhau 't all efforts
to contai th spill and "ensure that those rescous ble for
this catastro he be held accountable under our laws."

The .bi ho s lamented that through no fault of theirs,
the reside ts of the affected areas are now exposed to loss
of incomf,! h aIth risks, and environmental degrad uion.

The stW,po Ishould come faom both the government and
the companie Whoown the v ssel and the fuel i earned.

"Our s hould be cleaned: up at the soonest possible
time and in the most thorough mariner possible by
all relevi nt tvernment agencies," the -group said.
Immediat I • tance is being sought in the disaster area and
yet SMCis sh . g its financial capability only here it has
a profit intere

I ~
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Say ng Mother Earth

Ea,th Hour has come and
g ne. But what about the
o her 8,759 hours bf the
y ar? We seem to be fixated

on the c remonial observances of
environm nt-saving practices rather
than bei g genuinely concerned
about sav ng Mother Earth.

There are many aspects to en-
vironmen protection: energy con-
sumption fossil-fuel pollution, and
their im cts on climate change.
Relying s lely on governments to
act on the e is not going to solve the
problems fwe don't act responsibly
in our ind vidual lives to reduce our
carbon fo tprints and water con-
sumption.

We all use energy in our daily
lives wit' lights, appliances, and
vehicles 4 hours a day. We can
choose to inimize usage, which is
fine, but t ere comes a point when
we can no longer reduce consump-
tion. Turn rg off appliances works,
as well as ducing the hours that we
operate ai -conditioners. We should
rationaliz pur vehicular trips to re-
duce fuel c nsumption to the barest
minimum.

At this oint, we need to look at
how we ca generate energy. on our
own. Thos who can afford to, should
install sol panels or wind-energy
generating devices on their rooftops.
Idid instal solar panels on our roof,
which redu ed my energy bill by 60-
70 percent epending on the time of
year. Every time I'm in a discussion
on energy atters, I never fail to talk
about my. xample, which usually
elicits grea interest and, hopefully,
action. ;It ~lps that solar-energy
costs keep oing down, so those Who
avail thems Ives of it now can real-
ize a short r recovery cost on their
solar -ener investment. Return on
,-nvestment usually runs to three to
four years, hich is not bad consid-
ering it las 20-25 years. The rest
of the 20-2 Iyears you operate your
solar power system is gravy alre~dy.

A drawb ck cited is the expense
of batteries t store electricity gener-
ated by the olar set-up. You don't
need to pur hase one. Meraleo has a

net-metering system, wh ~h ends
to the Meraleo grid th e ergy
generated in excess of ha you
consume. This is credite to your
account and offsets electri;ty osts
during non-generating ho s fthe
night, That's how I've conti ur d my
solar power system.

Nowadays, the costrs one
down dramatically, thanks C ina-
made panels. So, while t de ith
China is still open (who kn ~.s hat
happens next in this p titi ally
volatile period), this is the os op-
portune time to put up y r olar
power system.

Right now, we sho
try to lessen our us
of plastics, but if it'
unavoidable, ensu
its reuse over and
if possible. It's har to
avoid plastics beca~~e I
manufacturers hav~
not lessened their u e I
of plastic packagin

Solar systems may not be eas ble
for many who are not so well :pff, ut
solar-powered individualli ~~s nd
appliances are readily avail Ie nd
cheap now, again thanks to hi se
manufacturers. If everyone r~d es
their energy consumption f om lj1e
grid, it will have an impact ith he
power of millions of consum rs.

Electric vehicles (EV,) ~e sfm
beyond the reach of the avera e 0-
torist, though prices are als go ng
down with the tax incentives ffe ed
by virtue of the Electric Vehi e t,
which reduces tariffs on ~bct ic
vehicles, gives 30 percent d sco nt
on battery electric vehicles nd 15
percent discount for hybrid- lee ic
vehicles, priority registrati a d
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renewal and
special plates
by the tTO,
exemp tion
from th ~cod-
ing scheme,
faster pro-
cessing by
the LTFRB for
public utility operators, incentives for
financing institutions to offer "ower
interest rates, etc.

The offerings on the arket 50 far
are still prohibitive, even as I've been
itching te buy one. Most fully elec-
tric EVs are high-end models and
as my car-savvy nephew said years
ago, it ~asn't the right time to buy
one, sin~!e it wasn't cost-effective.
As more distributors offer a larger
variety oi' EVs, prices should go down
further. Next year may just be the
right time for me to go ful electric.
But I wish the public utility operators
would e tbrace going electric now.

Then there's the impact of con-
sumerism. The Philippines' s said to
be the third largest plastic polluter in
the world, contributing 0.75 million
metric t ns of ocean plastic every
year, tha rks to the invention of the
now-ublquitous plastic sachets. The
retail economy thrives on the sale
of these ~;ingle-use sachets, which
are more affordable to the less-

.privilege Filipino. But it's time to
. ditch nori-recyclabls products and

come up 'lith alternatives. We have
no shortage of innovative inventors
who have come up with orga iic-
based biodegradable packaging.

Right now, we shou.d try to
lessen oun use of plastics, but if it's.
unavoidahls, ensure its reuse over
and over, if possible. It's hard to
avoid plastics because manufacturers
have not 1 ssened their use of plastic
packaging] My wife has taken to col-
lecting plastic bottles for recycling,
and I kid ~~erthat she spends more
on gas to take the plasticware to the
junk shop than she gets for it. But
at least we're doing our par in 'tot
adding to t e mountains of trash that
litter the e vironment.

In the e nd, every little bit cour ts.

UNDER TI~E
MIC OSCOPE

RAYMUND W. LD, 0, FPSP

------+!-- - L- +-. _
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stic
tainers

~ uo to
drinJ'tingq

M
ore and more, we hear t e c~lls all the time to re-
use, to li,ecyc,Ie, andthey seelft1 all the more urgent
when itjicomes to plastic .

. . Thole of us with y ~n' children are famil-
iar :V1th som~1of the scho.ol p' o)eas to recycle plastics,
mamly to cohvert them mto pla~~ers and handicrafts.
like Christmas lanterns.

People al.s0 some-
times reuse those
plastic bottles for
water and other bev-
erages, 100ki~tgat the
bottom of tti~ bottle
for a number, with
a common concep-
tion that the number
indicates how many
times you lean re-
use the' bottle. The
number .is emclosed T --,

in a "chasing ar- II M'I"tHAEL L. TAN
rows code," referring t
to the arrow symbols that ke!i' triangle. But I was
shocked to learn only recen ,f! m a chemist friend,
,that the numbers tell you w~ t k, d of plastic is being
used, not the number of time yo can refill the bottle
for drinking water. II II

I looked DiPseveral so,ur1, f~" explanations of the
numbers and the best one Vi s f in www.plasticfree-
bottles. com. Here are the expl na ns:

The number "1" refers to ETI' r polyethylene tere-
phthalate, the most common at ial for plastic bottles
used for water and beverage~ ItJ rns out PET bottles
were designed for single-use I. nl?j nd yet are the most
commonly manufactured pla~~c f~ beverages so, gener-
ally speaking, you can't reuse elastic bottles for any-
thing you intend to drink. Plet ' t' t includes your pets.

The other numbers used r cycling code are for
other types of plastics used fori consumer products.
Those with .the numbers 3, 4, d P are classified as "ap-
pears to be safe."

The plastic medicine conlai~~1'rs are usually poly-
propylene (number 5), whic~ s c' nsidered safe. But if
you do reuse for other medic ne I, as my fellow senior
citizens love to do, make sur to, wash out thoroughly
and relabel. II '

~~rlll---------------- _

ow, on to particul rly problematic pl~stics. The
number 6 is used for p lystyrene, a possible human
carcinogen, and is some imes used for plastic cutlery
so Watch out. A numbe 7 refers to other plastics in-

.eluding polycarbonates, hich are used for baby bot-
tles, water cooler bot es--and should be avoided

' I 'because they contain sphenol A, which pn cause
chromosomal damage. any children's bottles now
caqy; a label "bisopheno free."

Most alarming is pol inyl chloride or pyC, which
has the number 3 and, is icknamedths poison plastic.,
found in many consume .products from, blister packs
that! kids love to "pop" to arden hoses, I

The recycling codes re there as guides ~or places
where recycling is practi ed, so they can be s9.'rted out.
PVC, Ifor example, is pro uced in such largel.volumes
that without recycling, e would be deluged by this

, toxic product. I
In countries like the P ilippines, very little recycling

is being done so the codeJ are of limitbd use. Ti:e some-
times tacky planters andl Christmas ~anterns,. with the
soft drink brand still rea able, can help raise environ-
mental awareness. But in ~ e long run,~e needjeCYcling
facilities to process all kin s of Plastic. ' in,parti ular, the
plastics used for the sach ts for food, cosmeti s, tooth-
paste'tand other common onsumer i~ems. Ev n if they
"appe r to be safe," the hu e amounts used fOrtour tingi
sache economy end up ell ggirig our waterway .

NOte that the problem s not just the contai er-but
those plastic rings used' packaging the bottles can
reach i?ur seas and cause hoking and death if marine
animals (including seabird ).

, I

Back to land. For any k: nd of plastic used for food or
beverages, do be aware t at leav:ing the container in a
hot place (for example, yd r car in the parking lot) can
mean toxins leach out fro the plastic ~?to the beverage,
If yoti Drother friends hav been drinkip.g from the same
bottle, you may have crea ed an incubrtor for bacteria.
(No r.ep,orts yet of the funl i COrdYCepS~the fOCI,s of the
sci -filseries "The Last of U ' on HBO.) "

The long-term soluti~ is to av id usin plastic
bottles when you can. Inl1ead, use glass, porcelain, or
stainless steel containers. ake it a habit to brihg these
alternative conrainers=-fo both food and beferages,
whenever you eat out, for ke-out from the restaurant.

mta 1~i nqu irer.com.ph
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people.to swim at the 8aseco
sidewalk.
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Cadiz highlights Giant Clam
C4J)1Z CITY- This city in northern Ne os

. showeasing its marine conservation efforts hro
Clams Village or G.C. Ville, a 1.3-hectare 0
adjadmt to the famous Lakawon Island R :;;0
Cadia Viejo. .

Pdsitioned as the city's next maior ecot uris
the q.~.Ville now has about 2,050 clams aft
two ~:;trs of spawning.

Mayor Salvador Escalante Jr. said tlfat
obsersance of Earth Hour over the weekend, ~ey help raise
awareness to preserve and protect the environme t through the
G.C.VJUe. PNA
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Senator ek$ inquiry an govenunent's
shol'f..t:'Qng-term plans on water suPPly
THESE~ATEmajOritylead~ron ter sourcesor 'gditi
Mondaxfi(eda resolutionseekingto to meet increa.01g and.
probe,I~aid of legiSlation,the gov- With the c Untr·' e~panding
ernmen('sshort·and long-termplans population, w fer s a c]ty becomes
to addressthe watersupplyproblem a niore serioui ¢onc r ,Mr. Vii.
tn MetrQManilaand other f)art~.Qfthe lenuevasaid. ,
country"especiallywith the onsetof 7.. Accordingt the
the dry seasonthat is expectedto be of Health,Phil; pine
until eni'-May., , expectedto in I ease

"De~ite the pbundanceofwater by2024. I
resoure' in thecountry,lackof: AngatDamwhic asastor-
sustaina Ie watersupplyhasbeena agecapacityof ~bou 50million
constantproblem,especiallyduring cubicmeters, ! pplie 8%of Metro
thedry ~fason,"senateMajority Manila'swater eeds well asir-
LeaderEmmanuelJoelJ. Villanueva rigationneeds' f 25, hectaresof
saidundftrSenateResolution56J. farmlandsin BU ~can d Pampanga,

TheafchjpeJ~giccountry issur- "Although (fro he critical
rounded by 1,380 squarekilometers water levelof 1 (}m rs, the
of water'~fea,with 421principaL decreasingtrerl of t year'swater
river baSIns that serveassoUrceSof 'level Isa cause, f co rn andan
daily sU$~enanceandlivelihood to object of strict onlt r n9 to avoid
commun/ties.' the situation in 022 erewater

Regulftor MetropolitanWater- levelwasbelo~.~rttic r level of 176
worksari.•.Sewer~e Systemearly meters in the rii /lths () July and
thisyearj! •arnedof apossiblewater September,"M~Villa.y vasaid._
supplyct is in2~3 without newwa- Alyssa Nicole 0 Tan .U~~4=~~~~~.~~

partmeot
pulatloo is
n4million

----
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By DANESSA RIVERA

terSer-
vice~In~.Wil.!lexperience d~.. YWi'.'.terservice interruptions starti t '. ay
as a measure to conserve er lith
the El Nino phenomenon ojei ted
in the second half of the ye

On its official Twitter
Maynilad said it will im
daily water service interru
parts of its eloncession are
March 28.

Maynilad. said it has al~ pI Iced
mobile water tankers on sfi d~ to
deliver potable water to cu' 0 Irs.

Maynilacl announced t e c m-
plete list of affected areas r d eir
corresponding service inte ~! • on
schedules on its website, F ce~ ok
Page and Twitter account. I

"These daily service intet~pJ:iJons
.will last depending on the ac :Jn.faw
water volume that our tr at5rrent
plants will receive, as we 1 a'? on
actual rainfall that will occ r at the
watersheds," it said.

As the largest private waiter con-

r:::---, IZJ
~ rPERI

rAGE LOWER

cessionaire in the Philippines in
terms of customer base, its conces-
sion area covers parts of Manila, Que-
zon City, Makati, Caloocafi!nPasay,
Parafiaque, Las Pifias, Mun inlupa,
Valenzuela, Navotas and alabon;
the cities of Cavite, Bacoor ~~d Imus
and the towns of Kawit, Noveleta
and Rosario in Cavite.

Last week, the Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and Astronomi-
cal Services Administration (PAGA-
SA) issued an El Nino WatcK,which
is implemented when conditions
are favorable for the development
of the weather phenomenon within
the next six months and probability
is above 55 percent. I

Maynilad said the elevAtion at
Angat Dam is still managdable as
of mid-March. However, as Warned
by PAGASA, the water firm does
not expect sufficient rain Ier the
watersheds in succeeding m nths to
replenish the dams.

In light of the water servi e inter-
ruptions, Maynilad urged customers
to keep enough water stored for use
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and utilized thf A1~tReservoir that
can provide 10 MLV.

Manila "Vat r ~as also commis-
sioned the cal. is.•.'~••.reatment Plant,
which can pr~ i~' at least 20 MLD
and the first I as I of the East Bay
project for an [ e I 0 MLD.

DamI Is fall
~The water l~ el 'if Angat Dam and

other dams hat sti ed to drop with
the onset of th~ ry' eason, according
to PAGASA. Ii

Based on l es~ monitoring of
PAGASA, as f 6'a.m. March 27,
2023, the levei'. fl'. gat Dam slight-
ly decreased 20 '.62meters com-
pared to the 3.8 meters the day
previous.

Angat Da
90percent of
water needs,
to 25,000 hect res lof farmlands in
Bulacan and ~ pf1ga. '

The weath(j1-bU~[aUsaid that de-
cline in water Ie el'., as also observed
at La Mesa D ,. ith 76.52 meters
compared to 7 . 4meters on Sunday;

e hours ween supply will
not be a ailable. The company also
advised customers to expect some
discolor t.ion in t~e supply once
water se VIceresumes.

Mean hile, Manila Water Co. Inc.
said the e are no. sfhedulep water
interrup ions and tOund-tne-clock
supply n the eas zone - which
encomp sses parts f Makati; Man-
daluyon , Pasig, Pateros, San Juan,
Taguig, Marikina, most parts of
Quezon ity, portiors of Manila, as
well as s veral towI}Sin Rizal - will
continue

To ke p its daily water supply,
Manila ater said it is maximizing
its Card na Water treatment Plant
in Rizal' hat can de iver 110million
liters of ater per d y, operating the
Marikin Portable ~ater Treatment
Plant w .ch can addl15-20 Nj:LDand
harnessi g of groundwater through
deep w Is WhiChjan provide ad-
ditional 00 MLD.

It has Iso imple ented b'}ckwash
recover from its water treatment
plants, hich can add 20-30 MLD

as well dams in Ambuklao (741.i1
meters from 7 1.99 meters), Bin a
(573.86meters lrom<573.92 meters,
San Roque (24~P2 meters from 2
meters) andPantabangan (184.717
meters from 181-92meters).

National W1iter and Resources
Board executive director Sevil
David Jr. has urged the public .t
conserve water to prevent a repeat Qf
what happened!.n 2019whenAnga~s
water level re ched as low as 11
meters after El ifio hit the count

J
.,

David said hat while the pre -
ent water lev I in Angat Dam .s
higher compar d to the 180 mete s
minimum operating level, necessa
preparations should be done am
the possible im~act of the dry spell,

PAGASA sai E1Nino willlikell
develop in Jul -AUgust-Septembtl.r
2023 and may ersist until 2024.

El Nino inc ases the likelihoo
of below-normal rainfall conditio~n~
which could lead to dry spel' s
and droughts in some areas of t e
Philippines. - With Bella Carias ,
Paolo Romero
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