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now under way, L gOVErn-
ment miust lay down a "com-
prehensive” lapproach in ad-
dressing anofher possible water
shortage in the country, ‘Sen.
Nancy Binay gaid on Monday.

Binay, in a |statement,
said Republic Act No. 6716 or
the Rainwater Collector. and
Springs Dwﬁlupmeqt Act, en-
Acted in 1980, laid | duwn the
governmant’s accrl]ératad wWa-
Ler supply prri gram.”

“We wa.nl to ﬁnﬂ Ot R
s liy rmnwar.er collection 5¥s5-
tems have been comstructad
in the 42,000 barangays i the
COUntIy, huw mtmy are  atill
working, wlm is 'in charze of
their I'I'}F]iT'IrPIld.RCE how many
are already dﬂechvﬁ and oeed
to be rehabilitated,” she said.

*“The governmetll cannot
allow’ irsolf F] be |repeated-
v blindsided | by [Eaach] water
shortage thar | I8 athersise Fore-
seeable,” she said. TWe have
been beset with the effects of
El Mifio for decades and BVEry
dme the dry season fomes, we
are often cauglt by surprise by
a mtcr shorta g».a =y

I
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ciated it the

Watler Resonrces
share its helistc

hensive water resgurce plan,
their water allocarion and re-

use policy down |

EOVRININENTR] 5o

implemented at the

tr level,” said Bi

urged Cﬂ[lhllTI?ﬂIS
?rar

pall and be
serving water.

“El  Nifo £5 h

COITITIL T -
py. who also
bo do their
igal” in con-

B2, and thé

food and wntdr cridps are real,

We cannot afford f
a system of luilng i

g back to
for water

rations,” the sanarsand.

‘Mm wm
The “hot? | we:
pected to pr':irlil i

Tew months, the

bireau said unJMu
Earfier, the P
mospheric, Ghﬂpl

Astronomical &=
istrarion |

country by July,

noted an increasa

(Fagasa) | 4
El Nifio to take|full

:._

er is ex-
the nexc
stEre weathet

iday.

it already
hurnmidity

in Metro Manila andg pther parts

of the couwniry.

‘It usually
in the country
March sa it
temperatiures g
imum heat will
by April and M
weather apeciali
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vet to admit any patient suffer-
ing from heatstroke,

But | he nogred that [y
xperienced hyperieqsion. He
discoutsged residencs  from
sitaving outdoors berween 10
i and 3 p.m. to avoid heat-
sitroke.

‘Feels Like Hell'

Inthe island provinceof Ba-
bwl, the heat index o Sunday
Vs recorded betvrecn 41 C and
43

Joel Oguis, 47, 2 ¢ IESSENEET,
53id he drank more tha a gal-
[l of water every day dug to
the intense heat s he —an stay
nydrated,

Many residenis wsne to
Alr-conditioned shoppi, 1 ealls
: id local beaches o ool relief
inflatable paol on Pazong 'grac ITom the heat.
ureau declared the baginning @Eﬁe dry "The heat and hornidity is
of El Nifia on watar supply o5 the heat index teally high.. Tt feals like hell”
trY —MARIANNE BERMUDEZ r said Regar Cabalin, 4 res flant of

| |  Taghildzan Cley, noling rhat ke

wiould. drink juice and rrinch
heat index orice cubes to coul of
t 4o € said: - Pagasa wpather specialist
ul Pagasa'ss Hlipenite Malano u radid che pihs
hic to take precaution: - mea:
coastal city sites,
B Gulf, Da- “Let us drink a loL o water
th the hat  and aveid going out around af-

NO BEACH, MO PROBLEM Children enjoy adipin an
ti Ciby in this photo taken last week a5 the w ather b
season, Officials have also warned about theimpact
continues to rise in different parts of the coy

This condition, he said, iz rhe combined air temperature
caused by the dry season and  and T 13 i ]
the warm wind blowing from | Prpasa aj-l:'dpatrzls thatindi-
the Hacific Ocean. i |1 Catar to coullnoe ltslabove-nor-

As of last week, the highest mal rise, from the 40 Cto 42 ¢
heatlindex recorded by Pagasa  rangein Da 1 City, Pangasin-
was 47 degrees Celsius on Sal-  anto4s o iglf

eneral Santos City, uring
urday, as felt 1";1 Ban Jose, Ocel- | seashore sm!ﬂau:e InpETature: - ternoon where the sun s kigh
dental Mindoro, and in Euman Avaoid aai_:s oke - Al humi'dit}-_. anii the hear is SEvere,” he satd,
City, Agusan dél Norte, Dagupan | experienced  jis Dr. Joseph Roland Mejia,  —wiTh REPORTS FROM Anp E0ISER,
Tl heat index is the Lem-  highest heat index q‘fﬁ.qgt‘ in chief of Region : Medical Center - GERMELINA LACORTE vou AUEA 28!
peratiuee felt by people amid . April lagt year. ' - in-na'gup‘an,-sgldhi cility had  veco aNp tEoUbTORAN 11
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ByMadonna T, \

foest fires razed
monntains of Oo
doro in the last n
stToying at least
of endemiic pins
fwicing the closur
ulir trekking site
ine, officials said

The latest of
cidends of forest
Mot Susong Dals
ganr Barasat in San
525 punk on March
fer abour 12 hours,
the local station o
ol Fire Pratection |

Fire investigar
Blaze putted some
meters of Batasan's
arl the flames we

orly at 5:30 4.m. ol

|1"l FLAMES P. fereat fire -errii.rfs partsof:h-u Susﬂng
i forest area af the prowing intha sast nine days 31

Arcordling to tﬂ

| pop-
il prow-
Monday.
0 in-
e siruck
A il Baran-

ste put out

unday.
iﬂFﬁ’ fire-

~ charge of the
 pal environment office, said the |
fire destroyed 150 ha (15 million

ﬁghters had to n-mgare the
stesp terrain and £ross several
rivers toreach the area

1t said the cause of the fire
was still tinder lnvestigation,
noting that no ong was injured
zince there were oo cpmrilulu—

ties in the area, |

tourism otfice closed the popu-
lar trekking destination locally

* known a5 *Little Bdguhﬂfhﬂn

dora” following ﬂ]ﬂ orest fire

Ahat hit the mountainous arca |
heme&nma:cr_m;r:md Marchig, |

wd the fire could hmrﬂ also
' been caused by honey
" ers who used fire to drive away
 bees. I
“This hapﬂem yearly f’rmn"
! March to Ma.y ot during the

R I
Safery reasons |
Charlou Ormega, blTlLf:l’ n
muml:l-

a0 m) of forest pines that were
etidemic to the pruqnc& and
& [ew areas in the -:mlnr_ry and
Southeasi Asia The affected
ared traverses the upland villag:

R

&5 of Pag-asa {md San hgusrub
| Drmega said the Bite was
closed to trekkers from March
21 until March 31 for safety
reasons, | |
\“The gras§y areas and oth-
BT ?egrtatlan pa the tra:l were

- | pone, n'iaklmﬂhe area ddnger-
« In Sablayan towm, the local |

ous due to thq ateep slope and
loose soil,” Ormega said in an
mterwewmv.]‘ﬂonda}r ’
An  mitial invesrigation
p;}mted. o "kiingin,” or slash-
-bwm Fartning, as ope of
mﬁposmhle causes, he said,
Citing wlmagsas, drmegs

thf'r-

summer. The!| .a.rea iz far and

"t wide, makmg it dtfﬁcmL to

determine s TEs mLE'

[[ar the fnrﬂst’;ﬁ.te}" he :

2 TR ey |
Dalage Muuﬂtllﬂ ﬂt Barangay Bnra-uan mn EM lm Cizcidental er:'nm in !hl-s phare taker an March 25, The blazo was I:hq- senond o hlt
autharitias are hiaming kurman sckivitias, such as Hedingin ulnh ang-buirn Farming], far these Inciders, et L L L

i 1

2,
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‘Group ou '1;'1351'

owner in Mindoro 011 spﬂl

B‘r ](r‘danANL Mayv
¥ @jonlmayuga

E ownerof MT Princess Em-
press that sank off Waujan,
Oriental Mindoro oo [Felau-

ary 28, 2043, may be facing|a slew
of criminal, administrative, and
passiblycivilchargesforthe massive
oil gpill thet continues to threar
coastal communitiesin Palawannd
Antique and now Batangas.

According to the intermation-
al nongovirnment organizatipn
Oeedna, the Philippine Coant

Guard (PCG), asan attached agen-
cy of the Department of| rang-
portation and Cormmuni tioE,
is mandated to develop oil epill
response, containment, andrecov-
ery capabilities; enforce laws, and
promulgate and administed rilés
and regulations for the protec-
tiom of muaine environment and
resources from offshore sqgurces
of pollution within the matitime
jurisdictior of the Philippines.

Howewver, the Depa.rtrmznt
u1mnmpnt and Matural HFE

virpnmental laws, inchuding Fe
Art 3275 or the Clean Water

tal laws may appljf in going after the
partiesbehiz dd theOriental Mindo: 1:'
oil spill.

Clean Water Act applies

oil spills

ACCORDING; tnﬂaaanmﬂieani?alwr
Act also applies to oil spills, *
isnothingin thelawwhichli

It bears stressing that the la
Lo protect and Presecye the g
of the country's water resg nsd,

including its marine environment,
by regulating the discharge of pol-
lutants, including oil, inte bodies of
water," Ramos said. |

Ramds added discharge, as de-
fined by law, includes the act of
spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring,
emitting, emplying, releasing or
dumping of any material, inchuding
oil, into coastal and marine waters
without a permiit is prohibited.

“ln case of an oil spill incident,
thevesponsible partyis requiredto
immediately n{:utify the appropri-
ate government agency, which in-
cludes the Philippine Coast Guard,
and take all nacessary measures
to containand clean up the spill,”
she gaid.

Moreover, Ramos said under
Section 16, any person who cduses
pollution in or pollutes water
bodies, at his own expense, chall
undertake cleanup operations to
remove pollutants discharged or
spilled into the water body and its
surroundingareasand shallrestore
the affected areas to their original
state or condition.

In the event emergency cleanup
aparaliongarenecessaryand thepol-
Tuter fails soimmediately undertake
thesame, theDEMNE, in coordination
with other government agencies

concarned, indluding the PCG, shall

comduct contaimment, removal, and
cleanup operations,

However, expenses incorred in
said operations shall be reimbursed
b the persons found Lo have caused
such pollution.

“Reimbursements of the cost in-
curred shall be made to the Water
Quality Management Fundartosuch
other funds where said disburse
ments were sourced,” said Oceana,
To further reinforce the point that
the Clean Water Act applies; Section
28ofthe samelaw definesthe penal-
ties for oil spill im:i_d.-ents and other

{such pena

'recovared

violatio

r:gla:.mg ey Pre.s:dentul
Decrae (Marine Fm]lu“'tion Da-
cres) It states: For viclations fall-

ing under Section 4 of Presidential
Decree No 978 or any regulations
in pursuance thereof,
shall be liable for a fine
55 than P30,000 or mare
F1,000,000.00 or by imprisonment

| of not less than one year nor more

than six years or both, for each of-
fense, wi L prejudice to the civil
liabilityof phe offender insccordance
with existing laws.

Meanwhile, ifthe offender isaju-
ridicalentity, thenitsofficers, direc-
tors, agents or any person primarily
responsible shall be held liable: Pro-
vided, any vessel from which
i harmful substances are
in violation of Sec.. 4 of

“Clearatice of such vessel from
the port of the Philippines may be
withheld until the fine is paid and

‘ity shall constitute a lien
on the sugh vessel, which may be
in proceedings by _ the
proper court:. " Oceana gaid, citing
the provision of PD No. 973, |

The owner or operator of a vessel
or facility that discharged the oil or
other harmjful substances will be li-
ahle to pay for any clegnup costs,

ENIPAS and Fisheries Code

MEANWHILE, Oiceana said while

the EMIPAS Act only applies to
areas that have been formally set
aside and designated as protected
areas thro g;h a statutoTy Process,
thePlshenes Codepenalizes aquat-

e . mua.. ]',n: notedthataltho ugh
thepenal provisionsof the ENIPAS
Actisnotapplicable, asthereareno
national MPAs {marine pratepgfd
area) involved, the penal provi-

:fubtead 41

sipns of Ljﬁ Phlhppln&s Fisheries
Code, as dmended, may be used
e T.I’ka provlslmls nfthe

H:h i3 &efmed as the
of substances to the
Fquatic enyironment which can
harsilivingandnbr-livingaguatic

TES0UTCES, FGSE pr:rl:entml and/br
geal hazarvd to human health, hin-
drance to'aguatic activities suchas
fishing and navigation, dischar
of petroleum or residual producps
of petroleum or carbonaceolys
materials/substances, and othar,
radicactive, noxious or harmiy
ligquid, gaseousorsolid substances,”
Ramos added.
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A claims ofTizer said th ui
the first established office W
{}p&ﬂl tothe-pli‘tihcamin1 _
forms for elaiming insu

1 to bring 2 gmemmem

I, wﬂ:ilﬁ fﬁ' tgred fishermen, fish

| ‘,rendars, boﬂ Wﬁa I'mmsrﬂ-relatmd
fm : .' owners are ﬁﬂkﬁd to bring in

Jid. i
| 'l i ..__c
|'.‘: i 19 i e

at they w
ot puﬂur, a baﬁe apainst the ti Lel

the agrcﬁmcﬂt is not a 1qrm
hribery but rathet 8 choice: for an
|

- lécted on harch 26, bringing the
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By Charles Darll:e; _ Princess quprc _ '
Dulor anuh in & media briefing
QORIENTAL Mmdom l:;cwernnr Hu- that four claims processors have arrived
merlite Doler ﬁa«!sl a claims ufi"}r;e has in Grlenml: Iin and & physm ¢ of:
alrendy been established i the ragmn fice in the capitel| was set up to cater
to help residents affected by the oil peopls filing for. Ipensation.
gpill crisis vausce by the suuln:n MT - 3 ' J Waict'irad
amicable s ltlement..
Clal ms'“ There are more Lhan 170040
! people affected by the crisis, with
g over 13,000 Lisherfolks as repusicd
by the government
Meanwhile, more than 2.000 lit=rs af
Joily water niixture have been o || E'Eﬂ
by the Phihppine Coasl Guard during

its offshore il spill responsc.

;-In a statcment released on Moo

PCG 4 ar mm'e thao 400

Iﬁt,zs of oily water mixture was col-
in-
tal col lectedd gpntaminated misiure
tﬂxs.‘iﬁ Iﬂtnr&m:ﬂ 1 gacks of con-
dati ﬂila.mi'als in its offs o
.-_'.ﬁi‘&n-ggdinth; kD

The ill-fuled lanker was carrying
800,000 tndastridl fucl when it mk
off the waters of Dnentnl Mindon
February 24,
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By Modonnn T. Vircla,
Framces Mangosing
and Delfla T. Mallari Je.
FTearn_|ngiver

[21TY OF CALAPAN—AL least
453 Liters of olly water mix
ture and ug eacks of dil-cone
mminated maietials were ol

lected oy ehe Prdlipping Coast

Guzrd (PCE) daring its offzhors
ey in the provirce of G-

2nlal Mizwors this month,

Izt 4 repart on Mownday, the

PCIE sabl it ubén managsd 1o cpl-

loct 337 Incre sacks af cll-conas-

Inated materials on Marh 26

Tesuling in & batl of 35145 sacks

anel 22 drunwt of wiste collgcned

from 1y affected villages In e

s of Maman, Bulalacio and

Pala From March 4 o Mardy ak.

Thides ares pantinged o besd

Froms the spread of Indus|al fisd

‘Spill clea
of oil sludge in Ori

More foreign experts iu'lnlng PLCG ops; church group urges gov’t to address neecls of 34,000 families

that beaked fror the sanken MT
Pritgess Empress that was found
on the waters offPala |
Aurfullikies, buwewr.i were
eto dapercing o it of the,|
HoG,co0 (ioess of judusl sl grade
oil hat the tarker wes cirmving
e ended g 54 e s when MT
Frincess Envpress sk on the wa-
Eﬁuﬁxaujantﬂnmumie@.la
Criencal Miodero has been
placed ander 2 st of sibamite
alter coasta wabess 1t o Lwns

were drepcised s wil Cick, dis- |

placing mar 14000 Families
cutipased mosthy of fhisfolk |
wiia were baceed [ram fishing

Foreign asslitance
Tz sllck haz since spoead
1 the waters of the capital cigy
af Celagan, Caluya laledd &
Antigue, dee Wateis of Azutaya
anel TRYIEY lowns in I'aTw.lau

AL ekl B e
IMFPECTION Franch experts bave jsinsd & teart froen tha

Philippine Caast Guard (POG) in teeting warar arnpilds bath-

et From the sharel ing of Pola towmin Orjeria) Mir.dngn:n
megdure the eval of il contamination frem sinoen ol

Frifeess Emprass, in this phato pasted an the PO Fakx bk

andarch 26 —sHstacouaTrsy 0F Res |

prownee, the fea off Vexle |5
laral in Bamangas City and Tine
gloy tawr in Basaugas pravinge
although agtharides sald che
linmazt in these ares wens ot

a5 bad as cheme in Ka
apd their adjvining taw s,

Tachuizal experts fom e
Forean Coase Dyacd | will mest

T

n, Bolz
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their expestive an ol spill -
spanse apsratic s, the POG said.

The Scarlt ¥oaean goveri-
mett will alsy be prmdding a6
tons af serbent pade and snage;
daco meczri of solid flocacion
cuttain boom; and 2,000 ey gf
pErsnnal probes tive equipnsent.

“Thiz & dse Rrar tleme Yorey
has provided assrance for the
Preveation of masine pollogisn,
aml Knrea, [Lighty values the im.-
portence of renecing asss af.
Pl by envircmmental disas-
ters and acclderts,” the Koodan
Bmbassy In Meinida, zaid.

AL presee. the POG has
beet gexing wdp from Jocal
COCMETINGERS 1z T Pirodde thaen
with i provised adl spil beons,
wsing shacs cuir ad such ieme
s plastic battlng

More ageshnre fram the

wirl-.||..m::am'1‘.:uf.1_-i-ralp_-.n U5 Uoast Gusd was abo g
iy Tt

.1 0UY respanss

DATE

nup nets ovg'r 9,000 liters
ental Mindoro

daya, actng Pef
Carlizs Gabwez [
“We &re bool

e arrival of g -'||%ir= LS Coaex -
G CONEEeas for te addi-
GO [echnical puppart in oer
dieagier rozpocee operaions.
Abtwugh, on: U5 Cag wiih
Lhlufeiald

8 Eabic dir Aupather C-5 3
EXpectnd b0 arcve [omomow,”
Galvex sid (B & [2port b Pres-
ident Marcaz oo Sondey

"W will Immdiately ern-
ploF hese a i ingegrat:
fertans, [n
addltlon, we cantinue m dose-
Iy mmemies the 2UV'S [remotely
aperated  wehicle)  apecatioas
fur sigrificant ipdaes apd Lo
fubttse: doreunine the extent of
the oilspdl” he siid, me
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THLE: E
- .nlr:'l.'l"-:' 1 = -j;rl gl 4 I1' .:_,._ it *.:1.:
(DSWD) is wurking on cxtending the n:uh for sty propram o 45
: e current L3 days o help: h'-wmﬂ tn::fw haod of those
ubiﬂhrﬂm&é al v.-l- ot wtl.iﬂ;l :
cally available maccrlals for making
'..r; blith b -l"l 'ﬂ} o bm*
: mhahﬂmﬂq cuu. b commuy
oacing snd welouding of faunil food
i s i A g
~.| Bl - _l.'- 'aE’EEt': im
o orhegs, | {
from Orientid received 17335
hile thase from Apfique wor P450
Pcrﬂar- 5 .

uwrh%mrtmmmll 4 i' -
work aetivities in Batugzas 45 5 mf'.s"i.':'iaef-_:xm;h:

 peaple who sl niti

T&m{:mgmmmms*m y p
&L thie wil spsill teat b =

thn«jm,:ﬂa Ut n 1‘
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to hi

intensify the

apill.

011 sp

In the
PCIF foll

or “spiller.”||

Under a

t's much better hs Auge
sify coordination, com-
and support of prher
hE added.” '

vent of an oil q[nﬂ the

. the WOSCE “to p

if the ol spitl. The
rresponds to the tiers: ler

nted i the spill mNE:ume
o liters, Tier 2 for 10,00
 million liters, and
‘onia million liters. |
lS
magm‘rude and aﬁlﬂ ing
. which means it may

1 by the individual operator

l1“1«\31: 2 spill, the ras{porm

extends puiside the Hmit of the

IE'.FPDHSE' =
and “needs
a variety

stakehalder

it is larger in tude
additional resources from
J;J-utmual soutces from
involved." i

| r.“ “ﬂ,"lﬂ_ BE L 2
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ghest level -
By BIARTIN BABHLGHDHE |
The il 5pill response in Orien-

tal Mindoro has been elevated to
“Fier 3,” the highest level under

mandait, said raising the response
to the hlghc*t level would further
coordination of na-
tional and lozal gavernment agen-

ill response raised
to mghest level ~PUG 14|
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0il sipill- response raised
PCG

ke b nEEijii:E natinnait's a Tier 3

rRsponse, in-
beginning,
wvglume of !
myillion [l.l.h_&u_:bl

i¢atiom,

'I'he hjgilest kwl Tier 3-. i

resources from a range of natio
international response dus o i
and likelihood to cause major i

Vice Admiral Relando Lizor
lan Jx., PCG deputy cormiman
operations and head of the Crisis Man-
agement Committee, said the ¥most
effective” method to drain tfha-ljaldng
oil from sunlten motor tanker (MT)
Princess Empress is through bagging
DpEl'ﬂhﬂ'l'l 'I‘he ve:,ael Dapsma:l

carrying 800,000 liters of in
el oil. fl
Through this method, a &
bag,wﬂlbeusedmcwert}m ip and
catch the leaking oil from the 23 cracks

found on the vessel's surfac&, Punzalan
explained.
“May bag na ipapatong sa kanya

ng bag na ito. Mabang napupuno| unti-

unti ring lumalabas ang tubig -dagat (1t
Tyessel] will be coverad h-,mha ich
. will cateh the ofl. As It isbeing filled, the

 seawater will slowly come out), " 1'1& said.

te natin: In the
‘Mer 2 tayo beeause the
r}l@ i1l was below one
B dﬁla:eﬂ Tier 3

the Fhilippine Coast Guard's (PCC)  responsenow, elevated it. Inthe
National 0il Spill Contingency Plan begmmhgn@e nly placed it under
(NOBCD), as * geing” operation v Tier 2 becadse the volnne of oil was
contain the |pakage is e!q:ected ta  below one mﬂ-lnn)," Abu said,
start this wealk, “Papos nakita narindumarating
Admiral Artemio Abu, PCG‘Lumv- 1 *yung assistance from neighbor-

“ing cowmiteies 50 in-elevate natin sa
nda ‘yun para mias

ing ang coocrdina-

-and support

cies as well as the International  of other cointries (T hen came ihe
community |n containing the oil  assistance H;}m neighboring
3 : . countries, sa we clevated it P E

Panzalan said the bagging op- '

eration might start thiz weel: as
the PAT { Protection and [ndamityy
Clab, the insurance company of fhe

. owner of tha MT Princess Empiess,

RDC Relald Marine Services, 0o,
has started acquiring the specialized
bags from its source.

Aside from bagging operallon,
tha PCL i also waiting for the avall-
ability of a remptely operaed vel icle
(ROV) o1 an underwater robot that
could siphon the oil leaks.

The PCG previously said the
1nitad £tates Coast Guard hay of-
fered an ROV, which is capable of
draining leaking fuel, from the US
Marines

Cash-for-worl:
Meanwhile, thie Department of
Social Welfare and Developrient

(DSWD) provided cash-for-work
assistanae 10 some 19,000 residents
‘affected by the oil spill. -

Asof March 27, 16 805 individu=-
als in Oriental Mindaro and Antigoe
beneflited from the cash - for-vork
prograir of the DSWD, which :ims
te provice temporary employment o
families mostly fisherfolls who lost
their souree of livelihood doe @ the
nil spill. (With a report from FI‘=I-_|,.|T:|
de Vera- Rulz)
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THE GOVERNMENT of Phil-
ippine Presidemt Ferdinand K
Marcos, Jr. should develcpapeo-
ple-contered and prevertive ap-
prosch to marine disaster s as part
" u higger plan to hamiess the
acegh ceonoimy, seientist: said,

The Pholippines, jast e many
coastal states, “does not have the
capability to respond to nuaine di-
w:slors such a5 8 masste ol spill,"
Fhodora V. Azanza, who heads
the ASHEAN Committei: onSci-
eee, Technalagy and Inne vation's
morine science and tect nology
sub-commities, sald in an e-mail.

The government had alvays fo-
cused on disaster respons: rather
than an prevention, she said, aeld-
ing thiat it has fatled to develop a
mnrine dizaster prevention system
that 1s scientific and innova dve.

It ehouldbe the concerr partic-

il urly of coumtries that depend on
the cossts and seas for the surival
of ey of their comsmiitics and
ths potential development of their

i economy such as the Philip-
p hipelago with its wist ma-
rire resources,” said Ms. A zanza,
whiu is alsg professor einei itns at
the University of the Philippines
(L") Marine Science Institube,

Philippine authoritios have
besn serambling to contiin an
wil =pill from & sunken el canker
that has affected many cogstal ar-
eas, meluding & world-renrwned
passage where charismatic ma-
rine species could be found

Ihe Philipping Coast {3uard
on Monday said it collected 900
livers of oily water mixture curing
itz Sunday offshore response op-
erations, bringing the totul' from
Blar 110 26'bo 9468 Iiters.

[For shoreling vefponsi:, the
asency collected 137 sacks of oil-
contaminated materials oo Sun-
day resulimgin 3.514.5 sacks and
22 drums of waste collected from
15 affected villages in the towns
of Manjan, Bulalacao and I'la n
Oricntal Mindero from Mar, 1, to
26, it satd ina statement.

L.t

Ein!,&&!llters.

rine Sdience Institute said east-
erlies -ilr winds coming from the
cast might low the slick fram the
sunkenveszel to the west through

] |
In 1js latést report, the UP Ma-

lo, 2 diver and member of Puerto
Galeras tourism sector, said ina
Face Messenger chat, “If the
oil spill reaches our dive apots,
it will hawve _sligniﬁcaut and long-
lasting consekliences both for the
envirnnment and the people”

The UP-M51, which has been
closely on:iltc-ring the oil spill's
movement, ecarlier said the oil
spill might reach Puerto Galera
— something that has angered
Mayor Rocky D, 1lagan after trips
tohist got canceled.

“We have :!1 lot of tourist can-
cellations because of what MSI
did” he told 4 news briefing last

week, THhey should be reapon-
sihle with their statemants and
think abput people’s livelihoad

because, in sctuality, the ail spill

hasnotr dus”
The L%—M.Sl_]_lg.ﬁ been releas-
pencourage locsl

ip_gpn:ljl_g ti{:u_m : 3

gﬂvemn%_ nts ito are in case

the cil sp mﬁﬁ irshores,
I 5 A s

PPINE Coast Guard on Monday said it collected 900 iters o offy waler
1 Its Sunday offshore response aperations, bringing the total from

Community empowerment
should be at the heart of any ma-
rine disaster prevention programs,
snid Juyoe Ablufin Sueo, president
of the Philippine Aseociation of
Marine Seience. "We niced o equip
local government units (LGUs)
and people’s organizations becytse
they ars on the frontlines”™ he said

inafoom interiew,

'SCIENCE-BASED’

He said civie groups in coastal
communities’ have “very orfa-
nized” mechanisms, “They are in
their communities and they have
asense of ownership of theircom-
munities. We need to invest mors
inour local gowernment units and
people’s organizations™

*Tf we will eguip them with
proper training and capacity
building, we would be able to deal
better with environmental risks.”
headded.

Mr. Saco zaid marine disaster
preparation should consider the

status of the Phifippines’ scientific -

community, whose members ars
leaving the country for bedter op-
portunities and higher pay overseas.
Marine disasters are nothing
niew to the Philippines, which was
also hit by an oil spill in 2006 af-
ter 4 motor tanker carrying mors
than two million liters of bunker
fuel sank off the coast of Guima-
ras [sland in central Philippines.
Ms. Azanza said the Philip-
pines should work with South-

ea disaster prevention
ntific, Philippines told

east Asian neighbors and look at
existing treaties or agreements
toaddress marine disasters. “The
Fnternationz] Maritime Organi-
zation has policies concerning nil
spill management, vlﬁth focus on
response and recovery mecha-
niams,” she said.

She suid the recently approved
United Nations agroemeit on the
protection of the high seas could
be used to develop specilic poli-
cles on cooperitive nesearch and
development, planning and re-
aponse to major marine disasters
guch ns oil Fpills

“The Associstion of South-
east Asian MNations, which iz now
developing a regional road map
for the blue economy, should
consider these topics to have
strategic rogional cpoperation
on marine disaster mianagement

based on science, technology and
innovation, considering preven-

Itiun, miftigation and response

schemes,” she added,

During his presidential cam-
paign last year, Mr, Marcos prom-
fized to develop the maritime sec:

or by making the Philippines a
logistics huby and harnessing the
oUntry's sea resources.

[: The Organization for Econom-
¢ Cooperation and Development
1as said 50-00% of global trade is
lahipped by zen.

Experts said developing the

aritime industry should be in
ine with the demands of a hlue
i ocean economy, which Mr,

arcos choded in lds econoinic
genda during his campaign.

The blue economy ecalls for

¢ “sustainable asel of ocean
:E‘SD‘IJI‘CEE far economic growth,
improved livelihoods and jobs,

hile preserving the health of the
%uan erosysiem,” sccording Lo
the World Bank.

“Amodernlocalmaritime indus-

v should develop and implement
#lscience and technology- based
marine disaster management pro-

am that considers prevention,
itigation and recovery aspects,”

& Azanza said. "Good governance
of institutions or agencies invalved
inf the strategic program isa must.”
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mess. Tt ot for Petron “overload-
ing the wessel (hat contributed
heavily to the sinking of the ship, !
if not for Capt. Norberio Aguro's
operation of the vessel despite
having inadequate training, and if
hotfar its owners' non-compliance
* with policies and requirements 1
ensurt the seaworthiness of their
vessel — perhaps (he spll wpwided

not have occured,

As investigations into the MT
Princess Empress reveal, 4 similar
story of il not for” is happening,
According (o Justice Serrelary
Boying Remulla, this vessel wis
a tebuilt serap and was not i
tended to ransporn il from the
very beginiing — though Mari-
time Industry Authoriy (#darima)
Administrator Hernani Fabis It
appacently saying otherwise

A crude .awa-!(e.

In another blatant disregand for
sed policies, Marina claims:iLhar
they did not issue any amend-
ment W the certificate of pyhlic
convenience (UPC) of the vessel's
ovwaer. This means the MT Prinkess
Lmpress should not have been
sailing at all — especially wifh a
deadly cargn.

4.11‘]:

Tt is hard not to think tha

|3y

.'

ning

| and coastalwatz's of 266,000 km.
the. Philippine; noast have ever-
| evolying system s and mechanismme
| for strict regulation, readiness,
tisk mitigation 11d prevention of
|| dlisasters like this in order (o veer
|dway from constantly scrambling
| for respunse.

This problery may not be

resolved quickly. The public's
g ATENUO g welcome, But
% marg than finding a scape
5 goat, we rust fix how we
Bovern, It it nok too late 1o
- prevent thy likelihood of
© a reprise of thig incident
by makiug sense of all

of coordination, cornuption, in-
competence and neglect are ofte
|at the core of all (lise preven|-
dble disasters. It seems we did "T
:haiherioamlng-fm;nhismm' .

One would think that, aftey
the Guimaras fasco, we would
have stricter mules and repuilations
Alteady in place to avoid sch an
incident from eve happening

o

=3

g, As an aichipelago with 4

coastline of 18,000 kilometerl

the data we have gathered
so far and not malign-
ingscientists for speaking
evidence-bitsed facts and
forecasts. | am reminded
of Yuval Harari's advice
that when hiere is a deluge
of informatian, "clarity
is powet.” 1he guthor of
<1 Lessons for the 21st
Certury reininds us of the
impartance of the four Cs

ammunication, collabosation
Ik creativity “Meost impartant
b1 all, will be the ability 1) deal
¥Ith change, learn new things,
_Jﬂd preserve your mental hal-
tce in unfamilicp situations *

tors involved.
can only hope that the Orien-
tﬂ(hﬂlindom ail spill will be the

i ruude awakening for all af ys,

pedagogy: crivical thinking, |

at is the respor s ibility of all |
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A crude awakening
jnsT i il '
M 3 ORLY?
are fol- ORLANDO |
R i

dia coverage of a shovi-moving disas
ter; the Oriental Mindoro ol spill,
My attention was drawn to an appeal
by Plerto Calera Mayor Rocky Hagar
W ﬁ Universily of the Philippines
Malie ﬂriéﬂteffﬁilﬂut& {LIP-MSI),
He asks that the TIP-MST be *tespon-
sible” in their prajectians, as they
were| difving away twurists bound for
theirbeaches ” | = Marradnfl12

5 {t'ifetltﬂk? ._}rgstcrdaz whﬁn-lhu

The peak season 4 alrg;
starting after all, and e g

to-helpilocal governmént 1
prepate; and not be scated. B
sides have 4 point,
- ‘The fast Facts tell us that the f1

Terminal in Bataan t
However, adverse sea ¢
caused it 1o sink last T
2023. So now, its highly w0
cargn has been setloose, fomm
slicks in the sea and a
ing sludge on nearhy s il
Untortunately, due i 1 gt
movement and weathed condi-
tions, this deadly oil i bm
1o spread to nearby areas!s !I
Batangas, Mimaropa and Westps
Visayas. And true enough, these
are-alrendy reparts aboull wil :l
ing detected in the Verd t-si
Passage. This is especially hea
breaking, as it is a wurl

being pushed by vadons ]
ta vie for Unesco Warld Heritder

*Sites selection, Last March 23, the

Philippine Coast Guard elevated
its response 1o Tier 3, the hig
est, which requires mational-lege
respanse and support feom th
international communiry,

Guimaras oil spill happened, 1
was i 20005 whien the oil tarler
MT Solar | spilled mere than 2 1
million liters of buniker fue! inio
the waters 313d shores of the island.
The:iragic incident made it inio
history bools as the warst o1l spill
itt the Philippines. At that time
authorities said that the deanuy
might take three years, Abou)

20,000 fisk etfoll had 1o stap

relyingonthe onlylivelihood
they had known, not count-
ing the other families which
also relled on nature’s bounty
for evergdey needs, and the
animals and plants Uuat were
severely affiated,

Thirteen years later,
throwgh st ng will and grear
effort, Guiniaras is finding
irself back on. its feet. Yet here
we are agair, 17 vears after
and just 300 kilometers away
from the previous incident's
site, anotha toxin-bearing
Lanker sinks into the L
- Are we topect the ecolog-
ical recovery fram the ofl epill

D

catised by MT Princess Empress 10

take more thin a decade, oo’

Mare imprtanidy, are we per.
petually lefiio deal with problen s
in the long livu) when these 101
dents could have been preven e
in the first place? ;

"“Takey forinstance, the case of
MT Solar 1. The governmcnl probe
held the osiners, the skippe:,
mantineoffic als; and even Peton
Corp. culpable for this ecolagi -l
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Putting a ‘tight lid’

oday marks one month of the oil spill
disaster and it sepms that the worst is
{far from over.
M/T Princess Empress, carrying about
800,000 liters of industrial fuel oil, capsized off
Hau]an in ﬂnantal Mindoro last Feb 28, 2023.

Spilling thick oil into the sea, it was a tragic di-
saster that threatened not ahi'_r,r the teeming marine
life in the area but also the coastal communities
whose livelihoads are intertwined with the bounty
of the waters. _ ]

As the clock continues to tick away, various

groups aud concerned agencies called on the

governmient to fasttrack containment and cleanup
efforts. Environment groups warned that the oil
could soon reach the pmte-:t’bd Verde Island Pas-

‘biodivensity.” Industrial oil reaching this area
would be an environmental crisis of eple propoc-
tions, one that could overturn years of protection
and preservation,

Different governments around the world, such
as the US, South Korea, Japan, ete., have expressed
Euppnrtf: contain this maritime disaster and the

sage — {:unsil:lnrad the "center of the center of

rehabilifation that would ensue. For example,
South Korea is sending today its Korean Coast
Guard Response Team and technical experts. It
has also pledged to ship 20 tons of absorbent
pads, 2,000 sets of protective equipment, and a
1,000-meter spill hoom.

On the other hand, the United States Coast
Guard some of ils air assets will assist in the
ongoing [cleanup operations. Carlito Galvez Jr.,
0IC of the Department of National Defense (DND),
noted that the presence of the US National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has

“vonsiderably helped in the cleanup operations by

providing rapid environmental assessments of the

n oil spills

affected areas, identificatior of priority areas at
risk of enviranmental damags, and assessment of
the needs for ecosystem restoration.”

Meanwhile, last March 21, a Japanese ROV

{remotely operated vehicle) Tound the oil tanker
and sent images showing that the ship "sufferad
structural damage after sinking.” It was found 7.7
nautical miles from Balingawan Point in Naujzn.

Finding the location of the oil tanker is good
news, but thege's nothing to celebrate here. There
are conflicting reports on the ‘health™ of the ship,
contradictoryi claims on the ship's pravenance, to
different fat on the scope of the oil spill damage.
Setting aside the noise, there is one thing we can
all agree on — this is a wake up call.

Far one, there is a need for the government to
invest in technology and improve response proto-
cols when a similar incident like this would happen
in the futore, We couldn’t call for the ban on Lhese
oil tankers aswe are an archiselagic nation.

Environmeéntal science professor from the
Mindanao State University Hernando Bacosa said
that the ";gu\r ernment should draw lessons from
the nil smill that has affected 12 towns and orher
provinces so far." “We have to invest in technol-
ogy, we have|to invest in an ROV... we have to
organize ciurs hres as a strong force to respond to
an oil spill

to seal the{ Teak

This oil spill i J.ﬂ sadiy Embll.mauc of the {31]—

rnment conld dn-is to male sure
~worthy — for the protection

the least t e
each ship is 1

-------------------------------------------
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TTHE Philippaioes i a0 archi

g pelago witl a coastlime thar
stretches more than T&000 kil
meters. s constal walers cover an
sl 206,000 sguare Kilcmers
whiere 700 percenl of i 1,484 mu-
micipalities are in e coatal area
Itis the Toupd loogest coasifine in
the werld. 11 s home 1 millions
af pecple for whion the se s par
atel parcel of their fves, Tmapine
the Binpmact ol il spill!

This semmer will be bad for
the beachies and the Rsheifolk w
Crrieental Mincaora, ar sk prow
ince, which cowers 2 dotal anea of
258,38 s b { 863045 s i),
ILis the sevench largest istand i)
the conilee andd the eaghih most
[proapailens ixl ’III-.] n the Mhilip
jrines, with 205,339 |m“||.-L| A,
per the 2020 consns. Tll!-’ provinge
was the Seconnl Largest sconomy
in the Mirtaropa region from
J0E e 2020 “The ecomvany ol
Oviental Moo is driven by ser
vices, which accoumted Tor more
than Ball ol ihe province's total
FEOmnTm o put widli an acad
averaze share of 50 4 percent fiom
FOLE to 20200 10 was Tollowe] Ty
itsclastry with 33,6 percent shars,
anel apricaltore. frrestry and lsh-
ing a 16 pencent share”

he ain sources of income

M TIQUIA FROM A10

:De_s_traﬁed ha_bit_at, Iifelon_g reécovery

_ZILCH

LOURDES
@’ m TIQUIA
far Oriental Mindora are agri-
cuture and fishing, except for
Fzermo Galer, wlvich elies heav-
i on lourism, Rice farming is
lighest in Nevjan followed by
{# -'|.d|) an, with irrigarec areas cow
ering 10348 heciaes aml 7,045
lhgciares, rospectivelr,

A il spillwill therelome aifea
Liwes that refy vn lishing ard tour-
15, as well as U bealth of esi-
elizints thal tve near the shores of
areas affected by an ol spill, whick
daes not reinain slatic principally
clue to the natare of waves. Most
kinds of ol are less denw than
warer, and miosi spilled il Higes
o the warer's siclace, 1L spreads
oot and is puﬁhed s e sl
by weimel and currents

Lhe cost of an oil spill i con-
siderable in both economic and
eeolopical ennes. "0l an ocean
SUETECes 15 harmmdul w2 many forms
ol acuatic life because i prevents
mough 3 unl]g,hl Tiein penetrating
the surface, atal it also teduces
the level of dissolved ogygen,

fhEmiqu-SLuﬁJ:_tEﬁa. and sulvents |
gy be spread over a slick in order |

Lamde oil noins the insalating and
walerprooding propertiey of feath
ers and fue, ancd thus oil coatel
birds and warine mammals masf
div from hypothermia. Moreovel
ingested ofl can be toxic 1o al
fected animals, and damage i
Huwir habitat and repraductive rac
may slowe the long-temm recovery
of animal papulaticns from the
short-terin darmage caused by th
Spill ieselF amage to plant Kl
can e considerable as well: sali
waler imarshes and mangroves ar
twn nolable aliore eonsystemns tha
lexpuerttly sutter from oil apills.
heachesand populated shorelines
are fodled, tourism ancd commesg
may. be severely aflected, wy may
poer plants and other milities
that gither draw ob o dischargt
i seawaler at the shore, One L)_il
the ielusimies most affected by ol
apills is fishing. Major oil spilly
are frequently followed by the
irneetiate suspension of comi
mercial fishing, at the least (o
prevent damage to vessels and
ecpripment bul alsa to provent
the catch and-sale of lsh or shel ]l
fish thiat may e comtaminated. |

With the history of ofl #pills in
the comnary (14 major ones), the
immediate environmental efects
have been readily identified, but|

Destroyed
habltat'

forth great improverients i1 le-.(‘h

nology and in'the managemett of
coordinated responses, J.asemiailf
respoitises 13 oll spills seek 1u=corr
taint the oil and remave emingh
of it so (hat econotmic activity car
resume and the natiral recovery
processes of the marine envirmn
ment caiy L ée over. Floating bopms

canbe plicd around the sousge of
the spill o at entrarices 1o chan,
nels and harbors 1o reduce ithe
spreading of an oil slick m«eﬁthq
sea surface Slamming a tmchuﬁuq
that; like the use of booms, is most
effective in ralm waters, involves
various mechanisinos that ph:.mcaliv%
separate the oil from thewater and,
place the oil into collection mhh'
Another app mach is to use varipus |

sorbents (e, staw, valcanic ash|
and shavings of polyester-derived |
plastic) that absorb the il from |
the water. Where a]ﬂ[rropu.*m,

to accelerate 1ts natural dispersion
into the sea, Oushore removil
of oil that has penetrated sandy

beaches and coated tocky shorss | - P o
is-a laborious affair, frequently | beyond what lawy
involving small amies af workers . i
wielding hand tools or operating and Deportation
heavy construction-type equipment gy
t0 scrape up contaminated debseis the Ol Pollatio
and haul it quay.” Fund created un

And we are nat even talking of

 the Habilities of the M1" Princess

Empress and the highly irreglilac

enforcement oof maritime laws on

safety, environmental protection
and security by the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) and Marina
on the development, promation

and regulation of the maritime

industry. No heads rolled even
while anomalies were being un:
earthed as the congressional
bodies conducted their imvestipga-
lions. Transparency and account.
ability seem to be new wouds for
the PCG. We are truly in i sad
state when it comes 10 enforce-
ment. Cither regu]amry agencies

| dogml enfurce laws or yguuld ga

| pensation Act of 20
. settted and move
- covery, mindful of

their long-term inypact on the eco

logical system ofan allected areads
miore difficult v assess. The cost of
[y ing compensation w individa
als and communities damaged by
ol spills bas been a major incen-
tive to reduce the chances of such
events wmling place in the Future
Wiuld alclass suit be the.ight
appraach o secure the short-term
gain tor 1hose dislocated and the
long-term solution for pecovery?

To date, a total of 172,923 in-
dividuzls have been affecied Ly
the ofl spill Gene dee sunken M1
Trincess Empress carrving 300,800
liters of industrial fuel. [ is Diidial-
Iy putirmated that “20,000 hectares
of woral teef, 9,900 heclares of
mangioves and 0,008 hectares of
seaprass may be affected by the
ail shick:in the earlier identified
three municipalities.” By March
14, the spill had reached 14
municipalities and one ciry in
Cricrial Mindoro; twe manici-
patities in Oocidental Mindoro
five municipalities in Malawan;
amil one in Antique.

Aswet, i thorouphly satistaciony
method lag been developed for
cleaning up major ol spills, though
the spieclgoular spills of the laso
decades of the 20th century “calied

>TiguiaA12

‘mandate, just -

like the Bureau of Immigration

And nobody is gven looking at

9483 or the "0il

b the spill. The
Ermpress essential

bee an ol spill, its v

Managemens
Rr—:puhhr At

e lives atterted
ofthe Pringess

i proves (o) all
that, “it’sr:mammEc:fiﬁhemi‘iﬂ



-

| STRATEGIC =

ﬁ- Comavunicancn 'ﬁ IIFFEE FAGE' |EANMER EGTOBA  CAITGEM
SI0EY

e - AND | | STORY
B e el R U AT LY Ak IR

ot RLRVICE L =

" i | 7 a
A

i | & N 1"(] — |7 oaE

" Mysteries that
confound

Under the law, the insuranee cover on

66

What oil tank&r_.-Iﬂ" Prigeess Kwmpress will Em Ll'n{'”rf.“u?‘;ﬁ
puzziod the used to re!mhurse the government for all w
indisiry expenses incurred in responding Lo the - oo
SOUFTE 1S Mindore ail spill, ineluding compensating
the ler victims and financing programs to mitigate

lack of due the enwvironmental impact of the spread of
diligence the toxic substance, '

?ﬁﬁﬂ; Acearding to chureh group Stella
invoined Mariz-Philippines, compensation should .

in the oif immediately be avpilable to support the
shipmend, livelihood of ocal fishermen. ki
both the *For the time L:.q:aing, ]}rl'ngram:? can he i
Mdmm W‘ “_ ; implemented to train them in acquiring new =
inistcher skills that they can wse to carn a living untdd =7 7

the condition is safi for them Lo go back Lo
fishing,” Stella Marris said in a slatement.

The premise is that RDC Reield Marine
Bervices has fll coverage to the extent of
#1 hilliom, which was (he amount revealed
by the Maritime Industry Authority during
4 Senate public hearing, g

The amount, however, is not cast instone . ]
as a long process pf investigation, which ]
may take years, lfullows, _ i

The real prosped is that the insurance
poliecy may not even apply due to the
deficient papers of the vessel owner.

According to an industry sonree, the local
Protection and Tndemmity Club insurer is S T o
Shipowners Mutual, while the Manila brokeris B e
Gordon & Associates, which is fully owned by a businessian
named Alfred Gordon,

What puzzled the industry source was the ubter Jack
of due diligenes ampng the companies imolved in the oil
shipment, both the charterer and the insurer,

“The insurer should have conducted due diligdnce 2
on the certiticate of public convenience of the tanker,”
according Lo the source, '

“The insurance commissioner must ask the P&T Club|

it an insuranes eover is in effect,” the zonres wanted to
ko,
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‘o, who will compensate those
-and pay the cost of cleaning up.
The insurer had set yesierdiy, 27 March,
for the start of listing of the vidtims
compensation, but the source ggid this is not
A guarantee of payment,
At the Senate heari
official admitted the tu&
times without an ame
Public Convenience, whigh
# requirement, !
'th matﬂ:mm expert said the absenée o T completed

license will result in & serious problem| withthe insurer.

“This may be a ground for denying the| claim,” the
source noted, ' '

“Tlm Club that remsured and ot

or| insurance
mmpamas may question the validity of claimp, especially
in this case a3 claims will be big," the| indbstry veteran

mc[ica el
e papers of lhe tanker are fot ¥ order, the

]‘:‘mt tion lamd Indemnity insurance coveragd of the tanker
‘will have no effect and the liability for ank| damage or
FeCOVeLY mll not be shouldered by thelrﬁfl’zr Club,” the
source described the grim prospect ahead,
Sﬂ'ﬂmmrehafﬂedathuwﬂm was able
0 evade PTqu;nna- Coast Guard' chec n the MT
Princess Empress left port nine timies.
Another mystery was how the vessel owhpr clinched

the ms'quame coverage despite the incompletie|documents

of the tanker. _

There is then the question about the f . which is 2
the shipping umit of conglomerate San Mj ;

“me ShmmimrderwlwsMﬂ would deﬂl il & company

.uwt es using incomplete certificates”

estions should be answered ay miysteries
nlea.recﬁ by the personalities mmlved in thel shipment,
mcludm.g SMC officials.
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While kﬁ#ﬁﬁp}ﬂ;ts silence in th+ oil 5]11]1 desmta
owning the piyload in the downed tanker,
conglomerate| San Miguel Corp. has extended *
munt'ﬁly cash|assistance to uinJ,;e to2 {}ﬂﬁﬂawte
| beneficiaries : | A
A |
A corporate [giant suffers from philanthropic confusion
wher it, through much media fanfare, farmed out P5,000
rn.mﬂ:hl}r asaistance to fishermen and their families but Bl i1
the oilslick stridken Oriental Mindoro.

1t could have heon something to elfpulatt. Thad the g&n&mﬂ} I

in Cavite been grtended fo the victims of the toxic fuel that
seeped out of : sunkﬂnMTandewmss HE
While keepi :
the payload in the downed tanker,
Corp. has extended monthly eash asdlstunce to alose to 2,000
Cavite beneficiaries.
SMC said il iy distribiting PEO0
Pinansyal Para | ‘l.'Idngmg]s{la“
Dmte ; |

rr]llljm in"Handog Tolong
program In the pu'mﬁnnP of
I

| i completely
the slick ¢

its silence in the ofl spill despite owning |
nglomerate San Miguel |

Immadiate a:

A0y STORY
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[
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' Airport lmsapru.leet
’SMU’.&- Aerocity Inc., SMC's airport unit, launched the
financial assistance prugram & & follow-up to Lhe company’s
mnrrthiyﬂ'{md isupply mitiative for over 8000 fisherfolk “milies

from Rusancé Tanea, Naic and Ternate towns,

s that in a different part of the count oy, SMC
silent on the cries from the Oriental | lindot
and Batangas residents who e resling from 12 ¢/ focts of
ing an increasing part of the natic

‘Chureh leaders of 86 diocesan social action (it 4ers in |
the Philippines are fr:.m’l:m:a]];r raising their hands to hegven
for a.ssxstanng

“We are saddened by the damage inflict=d o1 God's

creation| hg,- the oil spill from the sinking of M7 Frincess
Empress on 28 February 2023, as 800,000 liters of {nhustrial
oil now pollutes the waters (f the Verde Island Pa usage

The irony

|2 they said. |

Over 2 million Filipinos depend on the bo mty of the
seas threatened by the spreading oil from the sunkon ship,
Their food, livelihood, and fut ure are in peril, acoor ding to
the Boeial m:l.mn hE‘t‘.‘-ﬁ}i’I{.

The group said the governmient should exhaust all «fforts
Lo contair the spill and “ensure that those re: IpOTS !ule for |
this catasirophe be held accountable under our lavs”

The bishops lamented thal, through no fault of theirs,

“the residents of the affected sreas are now exposad o l{iSa

of income, health risks, and environmental degrad:tion,
The support should come from both the govearnment and
the companies who own the vessel and the fuel it a: o,

o “0ur geas should be cleaned up at the soonest ossible
( time and in the most thmm:gh manner possihle by
all relevant | guvernmant agencies,” the p.- up  said.

e is being sought in the disarstor araa and
yet 8MC is showing its finaneie! capability only where it has

i pm[“:t'im!ereﬁ
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environment-saving practices rather
than being genuinely concernad
about saving Mother Earth, |
There [are many aspects fo en-
vironmen protection: energy con-
sumption, fossil-fuel pollution, and
their impacts on climate ;ﬂangg.
Relying splely on governments to
% is ot going to solve the
we don’t act responsibly
dual lives to reduce our
tprints and water! con-
I »
We all|use energy in our dally
lives with lights; appliances, and
vehicles 34 hours a day, We can
cheose to mi
fine, but there comes a point when
we can no|longer reduce consump-
Hon. Tumning off appliances warks,
A3 well as rpducing the hours that we
-eonditioners. We shﬂu].d
rativnalizepur vehicular trips to re-
duce fuel cpnsumption to the harest

At this point, we need to look at
how we can generate energy oh our
own. Those who can afford to, should
install solar panels or wind-energy
levices on their To0flops.

istall solar panels on our roof,
which reduged my energy bill by 60—
0 pereent depending on the time of

xample, which usually
\interest and, hopefully,
elps that selar-energy
going down, so thosewho
avail themstlves of it now can real-
ize a shortdr recovery cost on their
solar-energy investment, Return on
investment usually muns to three to

four years, i fch is not bad congid—
erng it lasts 20-25 years, The rest
of the 20-21 years you operate vour
solar power system is gravy already,

& drawback cited is the Sxpensa
afbatteries tp sture electrinity gener-

ated by the golar set-up. You don't
need to purd

imize uzage, which iz

ase one, Meraleo hala'r; a

during non-generating hours of the
night. That’s how I've configurad my
solar power system, |
Nowadays, the cost has pone
down dramatically, thanks to CHina-
made panels. Su, while trade with
China is still open {who knows what
happens next in this politigally
volatile period), this is the most op-
portune time to-put up yoor solar
POwWer system. i |

Right now, we sho uj!d
try to lessen our use
of plastics, but if it’s
unavoidable, ensure
its reuse over and over,
if possible, It’s hard to
avoid plastics because
mantfactirers have
not lessened their use

of plastic packaging.

Solar systems may not be feasible
for many who are not sa well-aff, but
solar - powered individual lights
appliances are readily available and
cheap now, again thanks to Chingae
manufacturers. If everyone reduces
their energy consumption frum the
grid, it will have an impact with
power of millions of consumers.

Electric vehicles (EV) are still

. h-e’;mndmereachonhewerag:e -

torist, though prices are also going,
down with the tax incentives offered
by virtue of the Flectric Vehicla Act,
which reduces tariffs on electic
vehicles, gives 30 percent ﬂiEﬁEﬂ rit
on battery electric vehicles and |15

percent discount for hybeid- ¢!

Cgarron g o __._‘__.... w i IIT_i' T ?..:. - —_—
f_'m:':-r‘.rm AT G "u:;i_{- --junn:iﬁﬂ{‘!' B 5
ArLE e
——— o | MANILAGBULLETIN -
psnae™  SERVIC THE NATION'S EFADING NEWSPAPER
r,l.;.';__
i | |
' !
Savﬁng Mother Earth
| | L
€ afth Hour has come and net-metering system, which sends
gpne. But what abont the  to the Meralco grid the energy
other &,759 hours of the generated in excess of what you
yrat? We seem to be fixated  consume. This is credited to your
on the cgremonial observances of  account and offsets electricity posts

renewal and
special plates
by the LTO, -
exemption
from- the cod-
ing scheme,
faster pro-
cessing by
the LTFIB for
public utility operators, incentives for
finaneing institutions to offor ower
Interest rates, erc. :
The viferings on the mark=t o far

UNDER

THE
MICROSCOPE

RAYMUND . L0, 1)), FpgPp

- arestill prohibitive, even as 1've been

ltching ta buy one. Most fully cle-
tric EVs are high-end models, and
as my car-savvy nephew =aid sears
Ago, it wasn't the right time o by
one, since il wasn't cost-effe; tive.
As more distributors offer o lorger
varlety of EVs, prices should go lown
Further. Next vear may just be the

‘right time for me to go full ele e,

But Fwisl the public utllity operiators
wollld enibrace going electric now,
Then there's the impact of -on-
sumerisn, The Philippines is said to
be the thid largest plastic polluter in
the world, contributing ©.75 million

metric teus of ocean plastic every

year, thanks to the invenlion of the
now-ublcuitous plastic sachet:, The
retail ecenomy thrives on the sale
of these single-use sacheis, wiich
ate more affordable to the |oes-

‘privileged Filipino. But it's tlme o

ditch non-recyclable products and

-come up with alternatives. We faya

no shortage of innovative irvenops
whe have come up with orgarnic-
based biocegradable packaging
Right new, we should trv to
lessen our use of plastics, but if it's
unavoidable, ensure ite reuse coor
and over, if possible. Tt's hard to
avoid plastics because manufacti ers
have niot lessened their use of plastic

.packaging My wife has taken to col-

lectitg plastic bottles for recycling,
and I }id her that she spends mome
DU gas to take the plasticwsre 1o the
junk shop than she gets fur it. 2ut

At least we're doing our part in ot
-adding te the mountains of trash 1t

litter the environment.

vehicles, priotity registration 311-:1 - Inthe end, every little bit cour s

=L
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No to plastic
g coi TS
ore and more, we hear the dalls all the time to re-
use, to lecycle, and they seem all the more urgent
when it comes to plastics. |
Thoe af us wich yaunz children are famil-
iar with sommy: a%thﬁ school projects to recyele plastics,
mainly to coavert them into planters and handicrafts
like Christmas lanterns. |

Penple als o some- |

times reuse  those |

plaztic  hattles  for
waler and other bev- [
erages, looking at the |
bottom of the botele
for -a number, with
4 COmMMmAan Cconcep-
tion that the number
indicaces hoiy many
times ¥ou ooan re-
use the batile. The
number i enclosed
in a “chasng ar-
rows code,” referring
to the arrow symbols that o
shocked to learn only recently, trom a chemist friend,.
that the numbers well you what ki!'ld of plastic is being
used, mol the number of time :-,rt:ru can refill the buttl@',
far ::Irmkmg water, :

I looked up several soure F¢Ir cxplanalions of the
numbers and the best one we fmru. WY, plasnf_free-
bottles.com. Here are the sxpl naumns

‘The numtber 1" refers to oy | ' pﬂlyettwlene Lere-
phehialate, the most common material for plastic bottles
used for water and beverages! It [furs out PET boltles
were designer] for single-use gnly imd vet are the most
commonly minufactured plastic fior beverages so, gener-
ally speiking, you can’t reuse the plastic botlles for any-
thing vou intend to drink. Pleage, that includes vour pers.

The ather numhers used for tecj,rthng code are for
gther types of plastics used fon consurner pmduﬂs
Those with th e numbers 3, 4. #nd [ are classified as “ap-
pears o be safe” (1]

The plastic wedicine C:}nmir“t‘!rs' ate usnally paly-
propylens {mimber 5), which |3 considered safe. But if
you do reuse for other medicines, as my Fellow sendor
citizens love o do, make surd to wash out thoroughly
and relabel. |

MICHAEL L TAN
| :

Eia riangle. Bur T wag,

Now, on to particulgrly problematic plastics. The
number & is used for pplystyrene, a possible human
mn_inugf:u, dnd is somepimes used for plastic cutlery
Leh onrl A number 7 refers to other plastics in

clud & polycarbouates,which are used for baby bot-
tles, (water  cocler botfles—and should be avaided
becanse they contain sphenol -A, which can Cause
rhmﬁimomal damage. Many children’s bottles row
carrst 4 label hl-;uphenﬁ free”

Most alarming is pol vinyl chloride or P‘-’L which
has the number 3 and: is| icknamed the poison. plastic, .
found in mang. consumer praducts from, blister packs

: that kids love to *pap” to garden hoses.

The recycling codes 'Frf_- there as guides for placas
wherp recycling is practiged, so they can be sorted out.
PVC, for example, is prcr Huced in such large volumes
that without recycling, 1.re wolld be deluged by this
toxic product.. : -

0 countries like the Philippines, very litlle recyeling
1@:1':;‘4: ig done so the md:F are of limited use. The some-
tmes| tacky planters and|[Christmas lanterns, with the
solt drink hrand still readable, can help raise environ-
mental awareness, Butin thelong run, we need recycl 1'ng
facilities to process all kings of plastics, in particular, the
plastics used for the sachijts for food, cosmetics, touth-
paste, and other cnmmmq' consumer jlems, Even if they

"appedr to be safe,” the hilre amounts used for our tingi

- sachet economy end up clpeging aur waterways.

Nate that the problem!fs not just the container—but
those |plastic rings used gu packaging the bottles can
reach pur seas and cause Pholdng and death in marine
animals (including seabird).

Rark ta land. For any kind of plastic used far food or
beverqzes, do be aware that leaving the container in a
hot place (for example, yafir car In the Dparking lot) can
it le.ich out I"rm the plastic into the beverage,
been drinking from the same
bottle, vou may have cre: tied an incubaror for bacteria
i cordyceps, the focus of the
sci-fi series “The Last of US" on HEO. )

The long-term’ solutiop is to avoid uwsing plastic
bottles when you can. Tnsfead. use glass, porcelain, nr
stainless steel containers. Make it a habic o bring these
allernative containers—folr both food and beverages,

‘wheneyer you eat out, for fake-out from the restaurant.

in tan-f_-ﬁ;."inq wirar.co nﬁ_ph
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i
Customes § of‘h{avm]ad w ’a:-r Bor-
wices Inc. wi | experience daily water
service inler tuplions starking tq:qldtzl
A5 A MEeRsL: (o conseeve waker wi
the El Nifio Phﬂnamemm P a]s_r:tnd
inn the second half of the veat, |
O it official Twitter
Maynilad caid it will im
cdaily watet sarvice interru Ts i
‘parts of its conoession area sta tmg
arch 28,
May nilad said it has als p]pgced
mobile waler lankers on sla dlity o
deliver potasle water to rustomirs.
Maynilad announced the qln-m'w
plete list of affected areas and thei
corresponding service inte
schodules on its w:}hsxtc, I
Pag*e and Twitter account. ]
“ “These daily service in ter: !;ﬂmns
*wﬂll&st depending on the actual raw
wwater volume that our trdatment
‘plands will receive, as well as on
aclual rainfell that will occur a the
watersheds,” il said,

“As the largest private WE+IEI {gom-
- D4

coiunt,
lem'e nt

phion

o I!_frc'ﬁt

T e aRra s A A

their

| P

cessiomaite in ihe Pl'l.lll]] ines in
‘terms of customer base, its.
sion area covers parts of &
aom City, Makati, Caloncan|
Pﬁ].’dl‘ldqut.", Las Pifias, Mun inlupa,
Valensuela, Navotas and Malabon; |

Paqay,

and Rosario in Cavite.
Last week, thE Fhilipp

is mlplemenLed when congitions
are favorable for the development |

of the weather phenomenor within

the next six months and probability |

is above 55 percent.
Mayvnilad said Lhe elevalion al
,"!mg"nt Dam is still managgable as
of mid-ha rch. However, as pearnoed
by PAGASA, the water fir
not expect sufficient rain gver the
watemﬁeds in sucgeeding m:
replenish the dams. '
ln light of the water servide inter-
Hons, Maynilad urged ca
pﬁ:wugh water sto

_T'U.

maid thepe

o PIEntw;

- harnessig iﬁuﬁ Ejumulwumr through

L]
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O

FIRICIRING L ARIEIR

M

UREEER
B L

Froam
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T T R R T

durmg I 2 huurb whm supply will
not be g ml:ﬂale The company also
advised lcustomers to expect some

_.dmrrﬂ-ni‘ tion in the ﬁuppl}r onee

water : 108 PEsUTRES.

Nes 1.fl'r.J.lt: Marila Water Coo, e
are no scheduled water
ml:cl'rup ions and roundsthesclock
supply in the east zone - which
Enrnmp Cr=] part.'i' of Makali, Man-
daluyong, Pasig, Pateros, Sa.n Juan,
Tagur_g_ Marikina, most parts of
Quezon {City, portions of Manila, as
well as spveral lowns in Rizal —will
continu

To kepyp its daily water buppi'h
Manila Water said it is maximizing
its Cardgna Water Treatment Plant
in Rizal that can deliver 110 millicn
liters of water per day, Gperdﬁng the
Mariking Portable Water Treatment -
chean add 15-20 MLD and

deep w ch can provide ad-
ditional 100 MLLL

It has glso implemented backwash
recovery from its water lrealment
plants, Which can add 20:30 MLD

as well dams in Ambuklao (741.7

and wtilized the Alal Reservoir that
can provide 10 MDD,

anila Wattr has alse commis-

sioned the Calawis Treatment Plant,

which can progide at least 20 MLD

and the first phase of the East Bay

(573.86 meters from 573,92 meters
San Roque (242.72 meters from 24
metors) and T* nfabangan (1R4. If

meters from j:.?‘? meters), Bing

meters from 15

mm-,-'m —

project for another 50 MLD.

Tl bt i
other danns have
the onsct of thed
to PAGASA,

Based on la
PACASA, as ¢
2023, the level ¢
ly decreased to
pared to the 21
previons.

Angat Dam

vels fall

el 0 AngatDam and
b sturted to drop with

|
tosh monitoring of
f 4 a.m. March 27,
b Angat Dam Ellght-
203 B2 meters conm-
3.80 meters the day

supplzes more than

90 percent of Metro Manila's potable

water needs an
b 25,000 hectar

H prowvides irrigation

Bui'man and P.:mli&n &

The weather

I.'.?H!.'Ed%l said that de-

cline inwater le

comparedic 7o

vl was also observed

meters on Sunday;

at La Mega E?!aJF‘,1 with 76.52 meters

Board exccuti

iry season, according

preparations st

res of farmlands :m'

Faolo

National Wi

Pavid |r. has
COMsCTVe waler
what happenad
water level reg
meters after El

Tavid said
ent water leve
higher compar

TRANIITIITT

the possibie im;
PAGASA sai
develop in July
2023 and may p
El Mifio iner
of below-norms
which could
and droughts i
Philippines, -
Qe

ratin

With Bella Carias

92 meters)
tor amed chﬁurcls
e director Sevillp
rged the public b
|0 prevent a repeat af
in 2019 when Angat]s
chied as low as Ll
Wifvo hit the cou ntl'[_l-'.
that while the pro
1 in Angat Dam fs
o to the 180 metegs
level, necessary
wild be done an
pact of the dry spef].
d El1 Mifo will like
-August-Seplembagr
ersistuntil 2024,
pases Lhe likelihoo
1 rainfall conditiong;
ead Lo diy spells
h some areas of the
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