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DE R vows laws
i

Min oro oil-spill ~~j,II.nage;::
clai s caravan to ~loff

As the ~Plicati?n for com-
pensa i n in the Oriental

, Mindo oil sp~ll begins on
March 27, th government led by
the Departm *t of Justice (DOJ)
steps up the e-buil~ing process
against the 0 ner of 1'1TPrincess
Empress.

.The Dep r ment of Environ-
ment and atural Resources
(DENR) thro gh the Biodiversity
Management B~rea,u(~MB)and the
Environmen ~ Management Bu-
reau (EMB),f )yits part is stepping
up the asses merit of the devasta-
tion to the en itonmerit for possible
inclusion of am.;tgeclaim in the
criminal cas or cases to be filed
against the iner of MT Princess
Empress. '

The chie pf the DENR Task
Force MT P ipcess Empress, Un-
dersecretary Jpna~ R. Leones, told
the BUSINES~IRROR. the DENR is
following th ead of the DOJ and
the Philippi e Coast Guard (PCG),
which has j Jisdi[tion over inci-
dents of oil s )~ll.

He said ENR has only 2 roles
under the N ~ional Oil Spill Con-
tingency PI (N0SCOP)-water
quality and ste management or
disposal. I

Hesaidth PENRwillfileadaim
for environ Jntal damage, but is
still in the p 0lcessof rssessing the
damage cau e by the Mindoro oil
spill.

Accordin 0 Leones, criminal
raps against liteowner of MT Prin-
cess Empres may cover violations
of environ ental laws like the
Wildlife Act ~d ~he~N~tional I~-
tegrated Pr t cted Areas Act (NI-
PAS)or rele a t legislation in case
of damaged rotecteQ. areas.

He said He owner of the ill-
fated vessel1at sank off Naujan,
Oriental M dorb t~gether with
some 900,0 lit~rs ef industrial
oil, faces pi alties and fines as
prescribed ,the slid laws. But
since oil sp~qs fall under the
category of marine pollution,

~ones said the Clean Water Act~-------------P-4~~~~~
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Leones said a ministratively, the
DENRcancomp ltherehabilitation
of affected eco ystems under the

~ I .Clean Water Act' ,
He said the I1ENR will make .

-sure that-the cos ?fDENR'~ effort,
including mobiifling people for
the c.oas~alclea iup, water quality
momtonng an damage assess-
ment will be ch rged to ¥T Prin-
cess Empress's 0 nero .

Last week, a I wyer of MT Prin-
cess Empress' i Jure~ P~I Club,
Atty. Valeriano del Rosario an-'
nounced that 10 al claims offices

.will be establish, 1in affected ar- _
eas, beginning yh .~he "Claims
Caravan" at the rovincia'l Capitol
of Oriental Mindoro.

liTheclaims ca an willact as the

DENR
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An Interesting prospect that the lawyers
" of the Oriental ~indoro oil A

Since the spill victims are pursuing is Lt. ......."""'-.c
big guns the filing of a class suit ~~~~~ 'l"'i":---4:l.
refuse to to seek at least P300
sur/ace, million in compensationthose
sqf/ering from the companies
frfJm the oil irwolved in the disaster,
spill should; Ecological advocates
compel said, however, that the
their action amount being s~ught
through is too small in terms
the legal of a just reparation,
process. primarily for livelihood.

~--~I The Exxon Valdez
case resulted in $1.5
billion in awards and
other payments to

'mostly 32,000 Alaskan
fishermen whose
livelihood was displaced
by the 198,9tanker that ran aground in March of
1989,spilling 11mi~liongallons Ofoil into Prince
William Sound in Alaska.

A class suit was filed against the oil giant by
fishermen, Alaska ,atives, and landowners.

It took all of 17years for a finaljudgment to be
obtained and the punitive damages were reduced
from the original $5 billion.

USDistrict Court Judge Russell Holland during
he hearing underlined the responsibility of Exxon
o be diligent in condacting its business.

"Exxon officials knew that carrying huge
olumes of crude oil through Prince William
ound was a dangerous business, yet they
owingly permitted a relapsed alcoholic to

. ect the operation of the Exxon Valdez through
ince William Sound."
The same issue is now being raised against

an Miguel Corp. maritime unit SL Harbor Bulk·
erminal Corp. which chartered the decrepit oil
nker MTPrincess Empress to transport 900,000
etric tons of oil apparently for use of an SMC

ower plant. 1

TITlE ,
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orities including senators in a pub ~ .
were quick to absolve SMCof cul abi
hat under the Oil Pollution Compe sati
0071 th,e charterer is not liable.
he sante personalities admitted t tt t

SMC siillary failed to exercise due dilig (Ice'
exa .' ng ~he condition of the ship itcont rct
to ca thJ toxic cargo. . .. I~

A I s suit will provide a good forum t
liabili of SMC. . .

A ~ritime expert said, uSMCas ch er
is du 'bound to do a due diligence ch ok
the' ~grity of the tanker they are hiri~, t
qual" crtions of the crew, and the validity:of t
tanke' operating permits. n

USMCcannot and sho q n
" keep quiet about this," he ~dde

Aut orties The industry veteran sai~ 8M
inc r. at the very least; should id :ht"r:~lie who is supposed to be in c ~r
heari. were of these (due diligence) t ~. I
quick 0 The source said despit th
absol MO assurance of the insurer th t th I
of culp ilitg victims will be compensate th I

saying !fat actual release of the insu nc I

under payments remains in doub I
, . n "If the papers of the tank nar
auon not in order, the Protectio an
7, Indemnity Insurance cov ~ag
';:,n of the ta~e~ .will have no ffec

and the .liability for any da ag
ery will not be shouldered by l;tei I

Protec n and Insurance Club," the expert iaid
Thu ,the class suit is crucial since ~h

princip actors appear unwilling to face ~f\
public d thus far have left the talking to Aei
insurer ho is even not a definite sour 0
restitut or. . .

Sine the .big guns refuse to surface, t ose
sufferin jfrom the oil spill should compel eir
action tough tl;le legal process. .

The .agistrate in the Exxon Valdez ,se
underli et the ~esponsibility of big busine ses
to look er the welfare of the community, si ce
they hay he resources to do so while taking . e
of their ash tills.

fAll ~(
~Qj,ilI
"But
1ik6wise, tIu!'
emotional
aIJandonmel'rJt
and
aJien.atWn
that the
husband dUlr
.made the wt;ffl
suffer.
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By Rio N. Ar 'aI and Vince Lo ez

COMPJNSATIO claimsas aJesul~ of
the massive oil s~i I from the MT Princess
Empress' could s ass diose filed in the
aftermath of the nvironmental disaster
in the Guimaras S it in 2006, when the

---;---
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MT Solar s wi
liters .of bunker
Sunday.

"If we 10 b
incident, a to 0
to settle 26( 2
including tho fiI
resorts, tour boat
tourism service pr

its cargo of2 million
el, a lawmaker said

k .at the MT Solar
1J billion was paid
mpensation claims,
by owners of beach

'perators, and a aer
.dershit by the 2C06

oil spill," said QuJ on City Rep. Marvin
Rillo, vice chairman of the House tourism
committee. . ~
. The quimaras isaster was widely
considered the cour 's worst oil spill in
history.

But considerin$ that the MT Solar
episode happened 7 years ago, Rillo

. said the intlation- lusted compensation

to the pollution
the MT Princess
eed Pl.1 billion,
-related clairnaIJlts,
wners hit by H;,e
nsation claims lor

f properties, fishil g
" Rillo said .

Next pCl'9 e
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001 Marc s ,Galvez said they were
I 000 exp.~~~ing e arrival of the entire

rromAl' . "vye ar coking forward to the arrival
of th~ ent US Coast Guardcontingent

"Thos who suffered economic losses, for the ditional technical support
Including fisherfolk, seaweed ~arme.rs, In of d ster response operations,"rnd fish ond operators, are likewise Galver: s i in a report to President
expected file claims," Rillo said. Ferdinand arcos Jr. "Although, one

Mean hile, Speaker Ferdinand US d-17 ith equipment (60K loader)
Martin omualdez, Tingog party- alrea~y d this morning and is now at
list Rep. Yedda Marie Romualdez Subi<:IAir ase, another C-5 is expected
and Soci I Welfare and Development to amlve t orrow," Galvez said.
Secretary I RexGatchalian distributed Galvez who is also vchair of the
bash assis ance ofP3,000 to.600 oil spill' Natiohal saster Risk Reduction and
victims in Oriental Mindoro. Managem tCouncil(NDRRMC),Office

The Speaker's office also gave the of Civil ense (OCD) Undersecretary
province's' first congressional district, Ariel Nep uceno and Philippine Coast
led by Re . Arnan Panaligan, a P500,000 AGbuUar.daind(P) chief Admiral Artemio
.ealamiry d. The P3,000 cash aid came er Armed Forces and local
from the A sistance to Individuals in Crisis governme officials, conducted an aerial
Situations program of the Department of inspe9tion the affected areas of theoil
~ocial W, Ifare and Development (see spill early nday morning.
related st ry on A4 - Editors) Galvez id the presence of the US
I Local ovemments that had to pay National ceanic and Atmospheric
t1heirstaff xtra in response to the oil spill Administr 'on (NOAA) has greatly
f.e also ex ected to file claims, along with helpeq i the clean-up operations
clean-up ~lontractors and the Philippine by provi ng ' rapid environmental
<CoastGUUfd(PCG), Rillo said. . assessmen of the affected areas,

I Orientaf Mind?ro Governor Humer~ito ide~tifjcati of priority areas at risk of
IDolor and an Insurance representatIve envirohme I damage, and assessment
earlier ann unced the launch of a "Claims of the peed or ecosystem restoration.
Caravan" Calapan City that will serve as The D senior official also reported
a claims- lecting point for those harmed that thb Ja ese remotelyoperated vessel
~Ythe MT rincess Empress's oil spill. (R0Y1 w i h found the sunken MT
.I As of March 23, the Oriental Princess E press said the tanker had
¥indoro rovincial government had =ex sive structural damage after
recorded 0,932 fishermen, 61 tourism sinkin.
establishm nts and. 750 community- He said t this point, it was unclear
based org izations that are expected to how Illuch I remained in the tanker and
~Ie claims. at what rat was leaking out.1 The, e tire province of Oriental Galvez said the sitltation' in
t\j1indoro is now under a state of calamity RMoimmbarlOPPn,ap(Mindoro, Marinduque,
because of the oil spill, which has also hit wan) and Western \{i~a¥as

I coastal areas in Batangas, Antique and was "a lot tter" than he had imagiiied
Palawan. I· and that thi as "encouraging.?" .• '"

The 1jI Princess Empress sank off': "O~ r S onse efforts, particularly
Naujan, Mindoro Oriental on Feb. 28, the actions {the various government
1~hile'carry ng 900,000 liters of industrial agenci~s, present and very effective
fuel oil on e way to Iloilo from Bataari, with the coloration of all stakeholders,
tliePCG sa d. ..',' not to ~'enf the assistance of our allies

~eanWi ile, .Defeqs~ - ~e~i6r . and ot~'erp er countries," (f~I~ez'sJ.id.
Undersecre Carlito Galvez Jr. Said the To date, he Marcos adrninistralion
U~ Co~t ~uard an~ ~o~e of its air ~sets and ~n-g nyp~nt organizationshave
w'~llamv•e ~ th~ ~hlllppitles to hefp lJ\the a,Ireadylext I"ed more than P95, million I

Oij.go!p~I~1. -up' operaq8ns. . '.~:.' worth qfas ~ce~to ~e testdents irl the
,In:'~'tt:~ ort,t~ ~e~{dent'!'-E~~<lfPand areasaffect. ~y'-~heOlL~Plll. ~~~ ",



-:
~~------+-----~----~---------------------'~~------~r

Over Pl.l B i
oil claims se

BY JING VILLAMENTE

Compensation claims du
the sunken MT Princess Emp

lmassive oil spill could surpass t
filed in the aftermath of the
sinking of the MT Solar sinki
Guimaras Strait. Turn to pa

Over Pl.l B i'
oil claims se

,mpagel

"If we look back at the MT Sola
~~totalof Pl.l billion was paid to se t
f' mpensation claims, including tho
? ers of beach resorts, tour boat
a d other tourism service provid
t e 2006 oil spill," said Quezon

arvin Rillo, House tourism comm t
e airperson, Sunday.
II Considering that the MT Sola
1\ ppened 17 years ago, the inflatio
~ mpensation claims concerning the
~ mage caused by the MT Princess
q' spill may exceed Pl.l billion. .

I! "Apart from tourism-related clai
pect property owners hit by the

t file compensation claims for da
~ achfront properties, fishing boats an
gar," he said. t
~

He said those who suffered econo~
i luding fisherfolk, seaweed far,

9
hpond operators, are likewise e

I .claims.
Local governments that had to R t ir

st ff extra in response to the oil spill Ii id t
at also expected to file claims, al . h
ci; an-up contractors and the Philippi Co t

ard, Rillo said.
I Oriental Mindoro Governor H

a ounced the launch of a "Claims av n"
in Calapan City serving as a collecti po t
fo documentary submissions.

I of23March,the OrientalMindoro
g ernment has recorded 20,932fish ' lk,
to, . m establishments,and 750commluni1¥nb~~
o anizations that are filing claims.

e entire province of Oriental Mi
n~ under a state of calamity becaus
oi spill, which has also hit coastal a
B angas, Antique and Palawan. 1
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H spill victir .....L1.t..'1

to nearly 1
The agency

come from 1
17 towns and
Oriental Mind
Palawan.

Most of thos aff ed - 24,292
families or 121 327 . dividuals-
are from Orie tal .ndoro, the
NDRRMC said

Atleast7,19 f
persons have ee
Antique; 3,404
individuals in
families or 7,

essInsigh

NEARLY 1 ~'OO~ persons have
been affect so far by the oil
spill caused the sinking of MT
Princess Em ress last february 28
off Oriental . doro, according
to the Natio Disaster Risk Re-
duction and nagement Council
(NDRRMC)

In a sit ational report,
NDRRMC. :¥? 3p,658 families
or 172,928 ldiV1df-al~have been
affected so f: as of yesterday, up
from 34,553 amilies or 163,498
individuals a f'la t S turday.

SPILL
atangas,
,A total of P136.54 million in

hftd been pro ided in Calabarzon, '1
~aropa and estern Visayas, mos '!

IanCialand od assistance. ~
'The numb r of residents who £,

s ck que to t e oil spill remained .
2b6, all from me worst-hit town f
Pola. They e perienced severe head-
ache, chest p . ,difficulty in breathing
dizziness, co gh, and colds, amoQ.g
others. Many f the victims, includin~
children, are sti being monitored.

The cost 0 damage to the fisher)1
sector in Anti ue alone stood at P3.85
million, the N RRMC said.
I Last Satur ay, Defense officer-in-

charge and N RRMC chairman Senioe
Llndersecreta y Carlito Galvez wehl
to Pola to ch ck ongoing efforts tq
address the oi spill.

Galvez, P G commandant Adm
Artemio Abu nd other PCG officilll~
discussed the" ngoing oil spill respon~<.j
operations an efforts to support the f~
£ cted families followed by the cond~ ~.
o aerial and c astal inspections."

In a statem nt, the PCG said A ~
"tred that e officials arrived at ~
c mon obs rvation that the are 'i'
s ation is im .roving." .

it said Galv z "conveyed the gove~-!
ent's messa e of assurance to <1

a fected fa . es about the immedia <1
mitigation, co trol, clean-up, and r~1
c~very of spil oil."

ELPCOMING

More perso el and equipment from
the United S tes Coast Guard are a;r-
riving in the c untry to help in the oil
spill cleanup ive in Oriental Mindoro
and nearby pr vinces, Galvez said.

Galvez, in a report to President
Marcos Jr., s d a team from the US

Coast Guard and a C-17 plane ar . ed
yesterday while additional units nd
air assets, including a C-5, will ar '1Ve
starting today, Monday, to au nt
the teams conducting a cleanup d
containment drive.

A C5 is usually used to deliver re ief
aid 'and humanitarian supplies to eas
afflicted with natural disasters or c ses
while C-17 s are used to transport c go.

"We are looking forward to the ar-
rival of the entire US Coast Gu rd
contingent for the additional tee cal
support in our disaster response P:
erations. Although one US C-17 'l'ith
equipment (60Kloader) already arrived
this morning and is now at Subic Air
Base. Another C-5 is expected to arrve
tomorrow;" Galvez said. '
, ''We will immediately employ se
assets and integrate in our response
operations. In addition, we continud: to
'closely monitor the ROV's (remot "y-
operated vehicle) operations for si .fi-
cant updates and to further deter ' ne
the extent of the oil spill," he add .

The US had previously sent m m-
~ers of its National Oceanic nd
",itmospheric,Administration (NO )
tfat provided rapid environme tal
assessments of the affected ar ~s,
identification of priority areas at ris ~f
environmental damage, and assess nt
of the needs for ecosystem restora . p.

Galvez said the NOAA provi es
shpport for scientific modeling to
estimate the trajectory of the oil spill

. and satellite imagery to boost assdss-
ment efforts.

Galvez also said that based on the
findings of the Japanese 'ROV, 10:r
Princess Empress "suffered exten ive
structural damage after sinking.

"At this point, no visible c n-
sumption fuel leak coming from e
damaged vessel. Oil leaks had b en
observed from all 8 compartments
(tanks). Some through ballast ta 'S.

se affected
angays in

u i ipalities in
tangas and

. 80r27,145
I Efected in
s or 16,716
; and 1,767
ividuals in

L> PageB5
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ensation clai
By MARTIN SADO GDONG
a~d ELLSON Qurs ORIO

, I
mandant, visited Pola town onJSat
urday with Department of Nat1!jtna
Defense Officer-in-Charge (~rD

efforts in areas a - OIC) and acting National Disaste
fecte by the massive il Risk Reduction and Managemen
spill in Orient~l Mindo o. Council (NDRRMC) Chairpef~o
conti ue as the situation n . Carlito Galvez Jr. to overseel: th

i s coastal wa ers started "impro - cleanup operations by the c as
i s." the Ph lippine C~ast Gmt d guard, local government units ,I n
(PCG)said ye terday. other concerned agencies. .

Admiral temio Abu, PCGcom - Aerial and coastal inspect" on

CONTINUING'
CLEAN-UP-

Philippine Coast
Guard (peG)

personnelJonfer
with exp rts in

conductin a re-
survey as part

of the Shoreline
Clean-tip and

Assessment
Technique

(SCAT) in
Pola, Oriental

Mindoro, on
March 23, eon

(Photo from
peG)
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s,lcan to]? PI.1 B
were also conducted to asses the
situation in the area.

HCGAdmiral.Abu shared that
the officials an;,iiE7dat a COIr'TIon
observation that the area's situation
is improving, " the PCp said.

Prior to this, PCGpersonnel con-
ducted a shoreline clean-up and as-
sessment technique (SCAT)in nine
barangays in Pola and two....... '
barangays in Naujan towns 11II"""



rie ta Min oro coastal
wate s 'impro ing' - peG
" 0 measure he level of contami a-
ti n and con ition of the shoreli e."
T e two muni ipalities are consid red
a the most ffected areas by th oil
s ill.

Accordin
r vealed th
" assed the ater quality standar s"
s t forth by he Department of n-
vironment a d Natural Resour es
( ENR)Adm nistrative Order 20 9-
o in compli nee with Republic ct
9 75 or the hilippine Clean W ter
A t of 2004.

There wa
s ell or odo of oil" from the sa -
pl s taken by he PCGpersonnel, he
a encyadded

The sampl s also yielded nega lve
re ults for th hydrogen sulfide est
w ich is bei g done to determ ne
t quality of ater in a certain a ea.

Hydrogen ulfide is a colorless ut
hi hly toxic as known for its a orWlich resem es that of a rotten e g.

Exposure to hydrogen sulf de
" ay cause ir itation to the eyes nd
re piratory s stem" as well as " p-
n a, coma, c nvulsions, dizzine s,
h~daChe, we kness, irritability, "nd
in omnia," th United States' CenFer
fa Disease C ntrol and Prevent"on
(C C) said.

Aside fro these, the PCGsaid
th t other ob ervations noted from
th SCATin luded the followi g:

"no visible oil floating in t e
ter; no oil rubbing off on p
boats; no visible oil on the
substrate; no subsurface oi
in puts dug into the shore;
bile oil on the subsurface; oi ed
debris; no oiled dead anim Is
present inshore."

Meanwhile, Galvez assu ed ~e
affected families that the n tio III
government will continue i W 11k
to finally seal the leaking argoes
of industrial fuel oil in the un en
motor tanker (MT)Princess E pr ss
so that the oil spill could fi lly be
contained.

Experts from the Korea
GuardEmergencyResponseT
also expected to arrive in the
on Monday, March 27, to h
PCGin the cleanup efforts.

Furthermore, the PCGsa d t at
EcoTrends International, a b sin ss
development and technolo tr
ing company, committed to on te
three 40-footer container ans of
microfiber absorbent pads to e I -
cident Management Team in rien al

'Mindoro. ,
The absorbent pads can Pi~Y

absorb oil products while re elIi 'g
water which will significantl au F
ment the ongoing offshore re po e
and shoreline cleanup operat ons of
the PCG.

Latest data from the PCGs
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that a total of 8,163 liters Of oily
water mixture and 98 sacks of oil-
contamin ired materials have already
been collertedduring offshore oilspill
response' s of March 24.

Mean [hile,there were 3 155sacks
of oil-con aminated materi Is and 22
drums of zastecollectedat 13af ected
barangays in Naujan, Bulal ca ,and
Pola town ~during shoreline res onse.

Compensation cla s
The co npensation claim. fro n the

oil spill tn ggered by the st, ike 1 T
Princess !~mpress could breac I the
Pl.l- billion mark.

Quezo City4th district ep. IV1 r-
vin Rilla, .ce chairman of t e rose
Committe e on Tourism, S' j this as
he cited t I! 2006 sinking of I.tJ ~ T
Solar in Grlmaras Strait.

"If we oak back at the MT solar
incident, II total of Pl.l b ion was
paid to s •.ttle 26,872 co rpetsa-
tion claims, including thos fil d by
owners a beach resorts, tour b at
operators, and other tourism service
providers lit by the 2006 oil spill 'he
said in a statement yesterday.

Consid iringthat the MTSolare i-
sode happened 17years ago, Rill said
the inflatieu-adjusted co pens' don
claims with respect to the poll tion
damage c used by the MT Pri cess
Empress's oil spill may e I e ceed
Pl.l billio .

"Apar from touris related
claimants, re expect property 0\ ers
hit by the :ilspill to file cornpens -
tion claims for damages to ach nt
properties, fishing boats, and fis g

gear," Rilla said.
"Those who suffered economic

losses, including fi~herfolk, seaweed
farmers, and fishpond operators, are
likewise expected to file claims,"
Rillo said.

MT Princess E press sank off
Naujan,Mindoroor~'ental on February
28, while carrying 00,000 liters of
industrial fuel oil 0 the way to Iloilo
from Bataan, accor~ing to the Philip-
pine Coast Guard (P~G).The ensuing
oil spill affected Tablas Strait.

Meanwhile, local government
units (LGUs) that tad to pay their
taff extra in respo se to the oil spill

incident are also xpected to file
laims, along with clean-up contrac-
ors and the PCG,a cording to Rillo.

Oriental Mi doto Governor Hu
merlito Dolor a d an insurance rep-
resentative ha e lier announces
the launch of ":!~ims Caravan"
in Calapan Ci t ~t will serve as
a claims colle in rOint for those
harmed by th M Princess Em
press's oil spill

Asof March 23, e Oriental Min-·
doro provincial gov~~nment had re-'
corded 20,932 i~he,-folk,61 touris I
establishments and 750community
based organizat ons that are expecte I
to file claims.

The entire ro~n(:e of Orienta
Mindoro is no un I~ra state of ca
lamity because f t ~oil spill, whic I

has also hit coa tal areas in Batangas
Antique, and P law n.

----4-- _
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Oil spill:
US Coast
Guard-

• •arrrvmg
for cleanup
By HELEN FLORES

A contingent of the United
States Coast Guard (USCG),
along with its air assets, will
arrive in the Philippines today
to help in the ongoing cleanup
of the massive oil spill in Ori-
ental Mindoro, Malacafiang
said yesterday.

The Presidential Commu-
nications Office (PCO) quoted
Department of National De-
fen~e (DND) Senior Under-I
secretary Carlito Galvez Jr. in
a statement released on the
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agement Bureau,
French expe Mikael Laurent of
Cedre, and r presentati es from
the local gov rnment of ola par-
ticipated in e operati n. pcq
Lieutenant J nior Grad Cerald
Cordero also discussed e end1points to me sure the C ndition
of environme ts to the r presen ]
tatives of eac barangay Pola .

In anothe develop ent, th
PCG said that the firm Ec Trends
International pledged t donate
absorbent pa s that co ld help
remove the oi from the ater.

The donati n of thre 40-foot
containers of icrofiber a sorben~.
pads would b received y Com-i
mod ore Gerd imo Tuv] la, who
heads the PC oil spill ncident
management team in l riental
Mindoro.
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he said.
So far, a total of 10,~06 lrtrrs

of oil waste and oily water and
72,643 kilos of oil contaminated
debris were collected in the shore-
line cleanup operations, he s ·'d.

In a separate report, the P G
said a total of 3,377.5 sacks . d

. 22 drums of waste along he
shoreline of Oriental Mind ro
have been collected from Mil ch
1 to 25. It has also gathered a t al
of 106 sacks of oil-contatnin~ ed
materials and 8,563 liters of oily
water mixture.

After the inspection, Gal~ez
said the situation in the affec, d
areas - Mimaropa (Mind olro
island, Marinduque, Rombk n,
Palawan) and Western VisaY~$-
"is a lot better and very encout4g-
ing than Iimagined."

Meanwhile, the PCO repott d
that the government and n n-
government organizations ha] e
extended more than P95 milli n
worth of assistance to the re i-
dents in areas affected by the il
spill.

Cleanup operat'on$
Prior to the aerial inspect~. n.'

personnel from the peG and a-
layan Towage and Salvage C<;> .
resumed cleanup operation:~.n
the waters off Naujan, <prien a.I
Mindoro at 4 a.m., laying out e
oil spill boom and skim~ers d
manually scooping up the oil, ~t
the same time, tugboats MY g
Lidagat and MTug Tiian-I spray d
oil dispersants on the surface f
the oil slick.

During the Shoreline GleaniP
and Assessment Technique co -
ducted in Pol a town, last Mar h
23, the PCG took part in t e
re-surveying which entailed t~e
documentation and verificati 'n
of shoreline oiling conditio s,
and the spill's impact on mil s
of affected shoreline, cleanup f-
fectiveness, among others.

Based on the their Observati~
during that time, there was no .-
ible oil floating in the wate;r; no .,il
rubbing off on people or boats) 0

visible oil on the surface substra ;
no subsurface oil layers in pi~s
dug into the shore; no mobile oil
on the subsurface; no oiled, deb .s;
no pronounced smell / oddr of 0 ;
a negative result of the hydro$ n
sulfide test; no oiled dead anim s
present inshore; as well pass d
the water quality standards s 't
forth by Department Administr r;

I tive Order 2016-08 in compliance
with Republic Act 9275, or t e
Philippine Clean Water Act of
2004.

Aloysius Angelus John Bandqy
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Meanwhil
Climate Cha
(CCC) has su orted an i itiative
of the US Age cy for Inte ational
Development (USAID) 0 train
displaced fish rfolk in the oil spill
area as citizen scientists.

Climate Ch ge Com .ssioner
Albert del a C uz Sr. said the US
project with t e provihc al gov-
ernment of riental indoro
and ABS-CB Foundatio could
support the d splaced fir> ermen
by allowing t em to tak part in
coastal habitat assessmen s in the
province.

The USAI~ast week P~ vided
additional PI million orth of
assistance to riental Mi doro to
support its oil spill man ement
and environ ental ass ssment
efforts.

Through it~ partnerSlJP with
the ABS-CBN Foundati n Inc.,
USAID will al 0 assess an moni-
tor the impact of the oil pill on
coastal comm nities in th Verde
Island Passage

MeanWhile~Dela Cru
ated his warni g against e use
of chemical-b. ed disper ants in
clearing the a~ as affecte~y the
oil slick.

Instead of c emical di~srsants
that produce c bonized t balls,

. he proposed t e use of s mmers
.or filtration eq ipment to emove
the oil from th water.

'Tar balls granulate4 dry oil
and these will g to the se~bed and
can pollute the arine environment
and ecosystem the areas affected
by the oil spill" Dela Cruz, a bi-
ologist and poll tion control expert,
said. Evelyn Macairan
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THE impact of the oil spill would have been les da
if only the head of the Philippine Coast Guard IPC
aware 9£ certain remedies that were readily a aila
such maritime accidents, former Palace spoke ma
Roque Ir, said. .

"Authorities should. have enough knowled
ddents like this oil spill," Roque said in an in rvi over
the weekend. "Why is it that they have no know edg About
tapping certain remedies that could have prevented the oil
spill from spreading." >' oQ eA2
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to hel in oil-spill cl-""~""'I!L
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HE United St tes Coast Guard
an1 some o£ ts air assets will
arnve in the P ilippines to help

in the ongoing clean up operations on
the massive oil spill in Mindoro, De-
partment bf NatioJ IDefense Senior
Undersecretary Car ito G. Galvez Jr.
said on Sunday. .

In a statement iss ed following his .
report to President f rdinand R. Mar-
cos Jr., Galvez said th ywill be expect-.
ing in the following days the arrival
in the country of t~entire US Coast
Guard and another -5, the US' Air
Force's largest and st ategic airlifter.

"We are looking forward to the
arrival of tihe entire S Coast Guard
contingent for the a3ditional techni-
cal support in our di aster response
operafions:t:though, neUSC-17with
equipment (60K loa er) already ar-
rived this morning an is now at Subic
Air Base; another C-5 i expected to ar-
rive tomorrow," the Dense chief said.

Galvez, who is al 0 chair of the
National Disaster Ris Reduction and

anagement Counk 1 (NDRRMC),
long with the Office f the Office of
ivil Defense (OCD) ndersecretary
riel F. Nepomucend nd Philippine
oastGuard(PCG)Chi fAdmiralArte-
ioM.Abuandother rmedForcesof

he Philippines and 10 al government
fficials, conducted a aerial in spec-
ion of the affected are s of the oil spill
arly Sunday, mornin~.

"Wewillimmediat~o/employthese
ssets and integrate in our response
perations. Inaddition, we continue to

c osely monitor the R~V's (remotely-
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ionsforsignif-
her determine
," Galvez said.
ded that the

.onal Oceanic
inistration

elped in the
y providing
sessments of

the affected are ,i tification of
priority areas at rill~ of vironmental
damage, andasse sm t of the needs
for ecosystem re nora ~ n.

"They[NOAA]~ro . esupportfor
scientific modeling t stimate the
trajectory of the 1~Jsp I and satellite
imagery to boost ~ses ent efforts,"
Galvez said.

The DND seni r 0

ported that the J1iIlan
out that the oil t1IDke
Empress, "suffere ex;
tural damage afte in

"At this point, 0 vis
tion fuel leak comlg
aged vessel. Oil 1 ks
-served from all ei t c
(tanks). Some_ throl gh
Volume of remain' g
compartments can t b'
this point," Galvez aid
rate from the source is 1
be determined, quotin
of the Japanese teanl'
. He added that t~e si tion in the
areas in Mimaropa (Mi ro, Marin-
duque, Romblon, N~wand West-

" ern Visayas regions ~ffe ed by the oil
spill "is a lot better and v gr encourag-

. ingthanlimagined. Jove larieN.DelaCTUz

cial also re-
ROVfound
T Princess

nsive struc-
s"

leconsump-
m the dam-
d been ob-
partments

llast tanks.
inside the

stimatedat
Oil spillage
wise yet to

he findings
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173,OQO affected by Mi~~--~~~----~~--~~~ABOU 173,000 individ als or 36,700
familie have been affected by the oil spill
in Ori ntal Mindoro, the N: tional Disaster
Risk R duction and Mana ement Center
(ND C) reported on Su ay. .

The DRRMC said the bi . est number of
affecte residents were fro the Mimaropa
(Mind ro. Marinduque, Ro blon and Pala-
wan) egion with 138,043, estern Visayas .
follo ed with 27,145, a d Calabarzon
(Batan as, Cavite, Laguna, Q ezon and Rizal]
with 1, 40.

The il that had leaked f am the sunken
tanker rincess Empress also used injuries to

AffectedA2

1 3,0 0 ffected by Mi
206 ersons.

D mage to agricultu e was
esti ated at P3,850,50 . The
oil as also affected the liveli-
hoo of 13,654 farme sand
fish rfolk,

Fa r provinces, 14 mun cipali-
ties d 163 barangay have elt the
imp of the oil spill. .

As istance provided to trick-
en c mmunities has re ched
PI3 .5 million.

Th MT Princess Empre s sank
off . aujan tow r Orienta Min-
doro on February 28. It s car-
rying a cargo of 800,000 Ii ers of
indu trial fuel oil.

Th Philippine Coast uard
(PC ) said it has so far col-
lect d 8,163 liters o~ oily
wate ~uring offshore cltanup
oper nons.

I : Fa its shoreline cleanup, the
LPCG aid it has collected 15 sacks

of oil-contaminated material
of Saturday.

Since March 1, the PGC as
gathered 3,155 sacks and 22
drums of waste in 13 bara ~ay
in Naujan, Bulalacao, and la,
Oriental Mindoro.

Calapan City has placed 23
coastal villages under a stat of
calamity because of the oil sl' ck,
Mayor Malou Morillo said ~ a
post on her social media ~ge
on Saturday.

The declaration of a stat
calamity was contained in a ity
council resolution passed on
Wednesday, Morillo said.

The declaration will enable the
city to effectively respond to e
economic and ecological eff. cts
of the disaster.

The resolution identified I e
coastal villages as Balite, Cal TO,
Canubing 1, Gutad, Ibaba Est,
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oro oill spill
Ibaba West,· Lazareto, Mahal na

, Pangalan, Maidlang, Masipit,
Nag-Iba I, Nag-Iba 2, Navotas,
Pachoca, Parang, Salong, San An- I

tonio, Silonay, Suqui, Tawagan,
Tibag and Wawa.

The city has 62 barangay and is
about 69 kilometers from Naujan.

Green City ofCaiapanProgram
Director Orlando Maliwanag said
in a message ~1Il Saturday that
patches of oil were seen floating
in the waters olf the villages of
Navotas, Suqui, Harka Pilato in
Barangay Lazareto and Maidiang.
Harka Pilato ils a Marine Pro-
tected Area.

. City Disaster Risk Reduction
land Manageme 1: Officer Dennis
ESCOSOTO said Ol!l Sunday the slick
in Lazareto and Maidlang had
been contained.

FRANCO JCH!~EC. BAROf4A
J"ND IREJOE .C. LAURENTE
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i s ill thr tell s
Mindoro isla's rich
ma ine biodi ersiity
AN GLY oil spill

. ha blemished
thl' seascape of

Mindoro i land.

Thousands of shermen in the Philippines
have b,en order9d to stay ashore days after
the acoident as authorities struggled in to
contain an oil *ill from a sunken tanker
that is threateni the region's rich marine
life an~ econom .

The slick off Mindoro island, south of
the capital Mani a, stretched for 120 kilo-
meters (75 miles and was about nine kilo-
meters pffshore, aid Ram Temena, disaster
operations chief n the affected province of
Mindo~o Orient 1.

Princess Empr ss had engine trouble and
sank i~ rough s as off Naujan municipal-
ity on ~eb. 28. I was carrying 800,000 li-
ters (210,000 gal ons) of industrial fuel oil
from B taan pro ince, near Manila, to the
central province f Iloilo.

Anot?er vessel rescued the 20 crew mem-
bers on Iboard.

Diese~ fuel, w .ch had been powering the
Philippine tanker, d some of the cargo have
leaked into the se; the coast guard said previ-
ously, sparking c ncem for the environment
and industries dep ndent on the ocean.

Coast guard spokesman Armando Balilo
said ex~erts and ~~jor oil firms were being
consulted over h ).~ to recover the industrial
fuel oill from the anker, which is more than
400 me~ers (more than 1,3?0 feet) below sea
level.

"It is beyond t e capability of technical
divers," Balilo to reporters.

"Second
I '

cal equi~me
to syphon it
lives."

Roug sea
ment of oil
material fro

pe~~:~~:~li'n~
the oil.

It is ngt kn
industria! fue

The si~ati
Oriental ~in

He ha~ 0

registeretfis
it was s fe t
would re iv

"It will ha
said. "B~sed
fects on tpe c

An est~mat
of coral refS
and 362 ect
tentially ffe
ment sei1cre
said.

The tahker ank near the Verde Island
PassageTa b y sea lane between the main
island Of L n and Mindoro-which
Loyzaga ~aid as "globally rec ognized" for
its marine bio versity.

Pola ~ayo Jennifer Cruz sai d some dead
fish coatpd . oil had washed up on the
shores Of th unicipality, which is one
down fror N .an.

"Our er.tire oastline was hit by the oil
spill," said C

"Earlief' would smell the foul odor. It's
like we'r ins an auto shop." J~FP

do not have the mechani-
submersible, t bat can dive
without endangering (crew)

have prevented the deploy-
ill booms to stop the toxic

preading, Balilo said.
were spraying chemical dis-
water surface to break down

n how much diesel fuel and
il are in the water.
was "getting worse," said

ro Gov. Humerlito Dolor.
red the province's 18,000
rmen to stay Oll shore until
fish. In the meantime, they
ood packs.
a big impact on us," Dolor
experience, the adverse ef-

unity will be long term."
591 hectares (1,460 acres)

,626 hectares of mangroves
s of seaweed could be "po-
d" by the oil spill, Environ-

Maria Antonia Loyzaga

•
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Secretary Ma ra Antonia Yulo-
Loyzaga of the De artment of Environ-
ment and Natural esources has called
on stakeholders t .scale up efforts to
address the global "Yatercrisis.

"Now more th .ever, we need to ac-
celerate our efforts address the water
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ct urgently, .and we
partnership and in
ther stakeholders,"
over the weekend.
ended the UJ ited

Conference in Jew
2 to 24.

-~~-~"++--Jl--~ __ ~ ~-----+----".f1'l-_~===:::::

The conference as aimed at foster-
~nggreater discuss qn on water-related
issues, including ccess to safe drink-
ing water and sa itation, sustainable
development, cli ate resilience and
international wate cooperation,

During the conf rence, Yulo-Loyza-

DEN From Page 1

foster owledge, innova ·9n and just partnerships
in wat r governance thro] gh strengthened access
to scie ce-inforrned, equi ble and sustainable fi-
nancin and engagement ith the private sector,
acade .e, multilateral dev 1 pment banks and other
stakeh Iders in climate ac ion,

For is part, DENR Und secretary for
field 0 erations Juan Mi 1Cuna said
it is im ortant to build 0 ast achieve-
ments In water conservati r.

"Th Igovernment, the ivate sector,
and civ lsociety organizati s have been
workin together to addr s t~e water
crisis rough innovative sustainable
solutio s," Cuna said.

Cun added that the g
been i lementing progr

, integra ed water resource
improv water quality and

rnmenthas
to promote

anagement,
sure water

tes is ready to om-
ter sector resilience

, s reliable and equi-

access for
. Hec\Ckn
sector m p
ciency In

"We at
onstre gth
stakeh der
positiv res

n of the priva te
moting water conse ation ani etfi-
ir respective operation .
DENR have started to eavily embark
. g our partnerships wi multi ectoial
td we areglad tphave us fargame ed

nse," he added. Bella Cariaso
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n is key tow r r sustainable
pment of WILaJ-''Ll..lr reS01L1rCeS

perati
, devel

eaking at he Water Conference and Exposi-
ion last week, Pre .dent Marcos reiterated
is administration) firm resolve to address
he water crisis thro gh grassroots-level and

technol gy-based solutions. Recall that since he took
office, is administration ha taken on a high-profile
advoca y of the need for e suring the sustainable
use, de elopment and cons rvation of the country's
water r sources.

Hi h on the p liey age da of the government is
the ere tion of a Departmen of Water Services (DWS)
that h s also been endors d by the Private Sector
Adviso Council, along wit the creation of a regu-
latory mmission and a ve tical industry structure.

In he proposed legis 1 tion, the DWS shall be
the "pr marv policy, planni g, coordinating, imple-
men tin , monitoring and dministrative entity of
the exe utive branch of the government" while the
indepe dent and quasi - judi ial body WRCwill set the
policy or supply, sewerage, and septage manage-
ment; i sue license's; set, r view and approve rates;
review and suspend contr cts; initiate investiga-
tions 0 erring o~ficials th ough its quasi-judicial
nature; and ensure that t welfare of consumers,
is prior tized.

De ite being an archipe agic country surrounded
with la ge bodies of coasta and inland waters, it is
estima ed that ar und on out of every 10 Filipi - ,
nos sti 1 do not have acces to clean, potable water
source.

AIt ough on a declini~ pattern during the first
half of his year, the Philip ine Atmospheric, Geo-
physic I and Astronomical ervices Administration
(PAGA A) projects that El ~ino "willlikely develop
in July August-Septembe12023 season and may
persist until 2024." EI Ninol increases the likelihood
of belo -normal rainfall conditions, which could.'~'~~"I

lead to d
Philippi

Presi arcos has emphasized the need for a
sense of rge y, citing the propensity to postpone
action 0 rd t stop-gap measures. He expressed
confiden e t while innovatiive technology-based
solution ar i vailable, the proper conservation
and man ge I nt of available surface water is still
imperat;i r' said: "If youmanage your surface
water pr per ,then there will be no need for us
to be dig lng ells and starting to affect the water
table tha .s der us" that also affects agriculture,
infrastru tur j and construction activities.

Worl Wa r Daywas observed by the United fila~
tions las we focusing on the need for the sustain-
able ma ge rnt of water resources. qn this year's
observan e, r UN calls for boosting international
cooperat n Iyer how water is used and managed
as "this t e only way to prevent a global water
crisis in e c ~ing decades. II Concerted action that
is drive by ~IUSive stakeholder participation is
characte fe y the involvement of the end-users)
improve he uality of water-related services and
enhance th I elivery of services that match the
resource an needs of affected communities.

The es age of Gilbert F. Houngbo, chair of
UN-Wat a f Director-General of the Interna-
tional La or ganization deserves closer attention:
"Nearly e water-related iintervention involves
some ki 0 ooperation. Growing crops require
shared ir 'ga . n systems among farmers. Providing
safe and ffo able water to cities and rural areas is
only pos ble ~rOUgh acommunal management of
water-s pl nd sanitation systems. And coop-
eration b /W these urban and rural communities
is essent I t maintaining both food security and
uphold f rrn incomes."
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ople's Water Code, no to priva- ~ation--~-

(An open lmer to the
ministration, governmen agencies,
lawmakers, and our fel/ow water con-
sumers and adVOCQtes)

ON World Water Day, we,
the Water for e People
Network (WPN) ress the

craftingoflegislationadh . gtothe
People's Water Code, wh priori-
tizes the needs ofordina Filipinos
over private sector profit. This is to.'J. _

replace widespread water privatiza- Manila Water's net income rose
tion, whichhasfailedtoensurecheap from P3.2 billion in 2009 to PS bil-
and affordable water, unhampered lion in 2019, and that of Maynilad
access for household and production from P2.8 billion to P7.7 billion in
use, sanitation, and public manage- the same periqd.
ment to ensure all these. Yet water access and services

Since the privatization of water remain poor for many Filipinos. In
in Metro Manila in 1997, which was local water districts nationwide, of
the biggest at that time, water rates which 124 are in a "joint venture"
havesoared,yetthebasicpublicutil- with Villar-owned Prime Water
ityremainsinequitablydistributed. Company, consumers lament high
Manila Water Company Ine. tariffs fees for murky, inefficient, and in-
per cubic meter rose 1,043 percent terrupted water supply.
from P4.02 to P45.93 and Maynilad Recent government-cited data
Water Systems Inc. 577percentfrom also show that 22 million Filipi-
P7.21 to P48.83 in January 2023. nos or 21 percent of the country's

This is despite new Concession population still do not have ac-
Agreements re~oving foreign cur- cess to safe drinking water; more
rency adjustment and value-added than half of the population of 332
tax charges in November 2021 and municipalities are considered wa-
March 2022, respectively. Under terless; around 26% of families
the CAs, water bills are computed to have no access to water treatment
ensure private water firms' profits facilities; and more than 3 million
at the expense of consumers. We citizens are compelled to practice
note that prior to the pandemic, open defecation .

. - ~------~----------

Meanwhile, we also note that
urban poor communities pay more
than they can afford fc r water-

I
~ith many connected to .iubmeters
~nd forced to pay P6G tc 1'135 per
cubic meter. Farmersandfisherfolk
also lament the lack of urigatlon
and the constriction of fishing wa-
ters, respectively, whichaffecttheir
!ivelihoods.

We additionally want to under-
~~ore how the water undertakings
~f profit-driven big busiresses un-
dermine people's rights. Ir digenous
Filipinos and other com munities'
homes, livelihoods and environ-
mentare threatened by co:nmercial
~ilter supply projects such.is the Ka-
liwa, Genned,andJalaurrnegadams
ip Sierra Madre, Apayao and Iloilo,

spectively. Local water districts
akeover by oligarch firms has also
ed to public sector retrenchments

ch as in Bacolod.IDeprivatizing and nor me.rely
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consolidating or managing the
country's existing water systems
would be a positive step towards
solving the country's water prob-
lems. We are forwarding the Filipino
People's Water Code as a foundation
of possible such legislation and say
thattheprincipless ip latedtbere-
in and not a profit-driven frame-
work should guide water resource
management in the country.

The water code crafted by IBON
and the WP upon he right to wa-
terwatchdog's inceptionin 2004 in-
vokesthepnnciplesofwaterbeinga
basichuman .ght.waterbetngpart
of national patrimony and should
not be subject to exploitation for
foreign or private interests;water as
a people's resource allocated mainly
for the people's survival and liveli-
hood needs and with preferential
treatment for the poor and margin-
alized sectors; water as a public good
that should remain in the public
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The signs are al
" ver, yet we do n?

¥ost of e them seriously.
ual'think S tor m s a r ~
th4t eU"!4te reported in areas
ere IS here they used tJq
a ecent e rare. Long perioda
p"fnomenon. f drought have bee~
r~.clorded, crea ing unprecedente~
crises in the foo supply.Add to thes
aC90unts of gl ciers melting with
alarming frequ ncy and rising sea.
levels leading t destructire floodsJidestroyli" s, communities and
live' oods.

September 19,it took ),6year-old
. enviro ental activist Greta

Th~berg to m e everyone sit back
and take notice she spoke,beforJ
an ~ssembly 0 world leaders at
the United Nati ns Climate Action
Summit. In an motionally-charged
spe~ch, she cast' ated them for f;~'
to do their job idst the growin
threat of clima e change, brief!
de.fine~ by scie tists as long-ter~
shif~s ill temper ures and weather
pattems affect' many countries and
much of the glob popWation.

Thunberg ech ed the fears of her
generation - and generations still to I
come - because f the lack of action
of world leaders to respond to the f
challenges of c· ate change. ~

"Yc u have stol n my dreams and

Saving PI net iarth
my childhood with your empty wo ds
and yet I'm one of the lucky ones,
she said. "People are suffering, '1m
people are dying. Entire ecosyst~m
are collapsing.Weare at the be' .'
of mass extinction, and all you c
talk about is money and fairy tales 0

eternal economic growth. How dare
you?"

Most of us think that climl~te
change is a recent phenomenon.1!ms
discoverywas made 85 years agowhen
a steam engineer discovered that the

.planet "had warmed." In his spare
time, Guy Callendar began collecting
datain 1938 from 147weather statiQns
worldwide and found that glbbal
temperatures had risen 0.3 degree~ C
over the previous 50 years. He hin~ed
that it could be related to carbon
dioxide emissions. '

However,fellow scientists and t e
world largely ignored his warnl g,
using rudimentary methods but
remarkably accurate based on mode
assessments.

AlarmingdevelopmeI;Jtsin recent years
soundedthe alarm, withnongovernment
groups am private citizens mainly in
the forefront. Groups were organized
to launch information drives a~d
activities focused on ways and means
to save Planet Earth - the only 0, e
we've got until other planets a e
discovered fit for human habitatio~t

At a UNESCO Conference in
San Francisco, peace activist JOT
McConnell proposed a day to' hon~r
the Earth' and the concept of peace
be observed on 21 March 1970. .

The first celebration of Eart~
Day took place on 22 April 1970 .
the United States, when about 2
million people attended inaugural
events nationwide that focused 0 '
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promoting environmental causes.
By the 20th a lhiversary of the first
event, more tJ~an200 million people
in 141 countries had participated in
Earth Day actiorities. The Philippines
officially joJlned the Earth Day
celebration through a Presidential
Proclamation issued bythen-Presidellt
Corazon Aquirlo. .

.This event was added to Earth
Hour, held e rery last Saturday of
March for an hour from 8.30 to 9.30
p.m., with millions of people . ore
than 180 COUl).ties switching off their
lights to show lSUPPOrtfor the planet,

In our little way, we can help
prevent the global catastrophe of
climate change from happeni . ~~
are told to RMluce; Reuse, Repair
and Recycle.

Instead of driving ."
our cars, we are This

I advised to ' 'alk, di8cove
! bike, or take public

I
transport for less ~
fuel use. Use LED ago when
,lights and paper bags a steam
Iinstead of plastic. engineer

ost of all, we can discove
11 be like Greta that the
unberg and learn planet I

o speak up. Write warmed. ,
our local/natlonal
eaders and ask them to take a
ore active role in global w

alk to neighbors,' friends, and even
amily, and enlist them in a green
ampaign by growing vegetables,

,lanting trees and flowers,and helping
reforestation efforts,
"Wecan't SaVf,ithe world by playmg

y the rules because the rules have
'be changed/ Thunberg sa d.
erything needs to change - and it

as to start today."
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What id you do for M
Did you turn 4 your lights during

Earth Hour last aturday? It's really a
very small thingfo do, and you may
think it won't ha e much impact, but
by that simple a t you show that you
care for Mother Errth and that you are
willing to do what you can - even just
small acts - to saye, preserve and care
for our planet.

Earth Bour was first held in 2007 in
Sydney, Australia ftd the Philippines
joined the move~flilt in 2008.This year,
it is said lZ8 countries and territories
took part in the switch-off movement.
The Philippines has consistently been
among the countries with the biggest
participation. *

That is truly la dable, but all those
people who parti pated in Earth Hour
should carry that advocacy into their
daily lives. There are so many things
leach of us can do for Mother Earth _
simple, e~sy thin~s,lthat will not take
that much extra flfort and that can
actually even save us money in the
process. L~kewhat? I

Be a mindful onsumer of water.

er Earth?
Water is ~ ry I recious resource; don't
waste it. D 't ¢ave the faucet running
when you br sh your teeth or wash
dishes. If u ~.sh your car, put water
in a pail r e an letting a hose run.
And cheo th t you don't have leaky
faucets or t ile and watch your water
consumpti n - f there's a sudden spike,
you may h re leak somewhere. Get it
fixed asap! I .

Same t g ith electricity. Do you
need the f to fall asleep!' Then
set the tim. at could work :for the
aircon too, yo set the timer to switch
off in the rl =hours when
it's cooler. rn tI e lights off when you
leave a roo .

Plan you m als to avoid food waste.
Beaware of h you have in the freezer,
refrigerato an jpantry so you don't
end up wi ngs that are spoiled or
expired.

With th
from fuel
save Moth
money.No
-HANNA

g cost of everything
d, what you do to

th will also save you
s a win for everyone!
IE TAN, Pasig:City
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proposes $S'OO-M
aste-,nergy facili

y BERNIECAHILES-MAGKI~ been submi ed to the Bases Conversion
. and Develop en f>uthority(BCDA)in2019

Ajoint venture h s proposed to invest but it was c I,lgh ~p by the pandemic.
500 million for t 0 integrated waste- ((We sh ,uld not lose time," urged
o-energy manage ent system in Clark Plambeck. e j t venture is looking at
tilizing a German chnology to take care 50 - 50 equi s ~ring in the project al-
f the growing volu e of waste in Central though BCD is~o expected to get a stake
uzon. in the proje. '

The unsolicited roject proposal had Holger ols t technical director of
een submitted to t e Bases Conversion Metro Clark a ~Management, said the
evelopment Auth rity (BCDA)in 2019 current land 11 . 'sa remaining capacity to
y the joint venture f Metro Clark Metro handle 13m io ons to 15million tons of
aste and German irm Plambeck Emir- waste. Base on . irestimate, they would

tes. Metro Waste c rrently operates the run out of c pac ' in 10 years.
oo-hectare landfil facility in Kalangi- This is b cau e the entire Central Lu-
an in Tarlac, which is inside Sub Zone D zon, includi rg etro Manila, is expected
f Clark Special Ecoqomic Zone. to regenera ~ 1 0 million tons of waste

Norbert Plambec~, general manager of generation i 10 P 15 years as population
lambeck Emirates, told Manila Bulletin grows.
hat the investment eeded for one line is If no iq gr ted fa.cility comes on-
etween $200 milliJn to $250 million to stream in t ee tears, he said, the 150
n a 2,900 ton a day olume ofwaste in the towns in Ce tra Luzon that are dumping
ost economical wa. It would take three their waste th etro Clark landfill will

ears for the whole ~evelopment process. have a big p bl
. Since the curre~ landfill is already "Our Ian ill s remaining lifetime of

eaching s.ooo tons day, they are already less than 10 yea and we still around 13
hinkingofexpandin theirplannedfacil- to 15 millio ton olume and we get one
ty into a second line once the first line million a ye r s in 10 years the landfill
ecomes operational, is full and w ca not just extend it," said

Their unsolicited project proposal had Holst.

Itegrat~d
Clark



co aRe Coalition presses ban

f 'forever chemicals' that
t reaten health, environment

E E~OWASTE(oalition pressed for
a ban on the use and manufacture of
PI'YfluoroalkYI sUbstances (PFAs),
w ich pose a threat to human health
~ d the environment.

"PFAs, which have earned the
i knanie 'forever chemicals' because

Y hardly degrade in the natural
nyironment, should be banned as a

• c ass to 1alt ,he extensive PFAs pollution
a ~cting the entire planet," the group
s id in a tatement over the weekend.

~coWaste Coalition said it has sent a
Ie ter to the Environmental Management
B rfu to consider the ban on PFAs;
in I de PFAsin the Philippine Priority
CH~ icals List; issue a chemical control
or~e for PFAs;and support the global
ba 1nthe use and production of PFAs.

PtAs are used in the production of
var o¥s consumer Products such as cloth-
ing, f~Od p~ckaging, cooking utensils, fur-
nitu et and ~/ectric wire inSUlation due to
stro 9 resis~anceto high heat, water, oil,
gre II, stains, and natural degradation.

coWaste Coalition said that PFAshave
bee~ detected in rainwater, over 30,000
umbllioal cord blOOdsamples of newborn .
babiEls,and i~ the blood of over 330 wild-
life s e~ies. ~ Revin MikhaeJ D. Ochave
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FDAwa
I vs mercury-I ..•~

cosmetic.
The Food and Drug Administr

has warned the public against
and use of imported cosmetic p

I were founq. to contain mercury.
Karisma Turmeric Booster

Flashhskinzz Beauty Treatm
I were tested by the National Ph

cal Regulatory Agency of Ma
were found not compliant with
Cosmetic Directive (ACD), s
standards.

The two creams were repor ed
ASEAN Post-Marketing Alert ~s
containing mercury, "an ingred ent
not allowed to be part of a cos etic

~ uct," based on the ACD, the f A
an advisory.

Among the adverse effects 0 ex
to mercury are kidney damage, s
skin discoloration and scarrin th
said. ' ~ ,

"Exposed pregnant women
.mothers transfer the mercury to er , ild,
which can later result in neurode elo ent
deficits," the FDA added.

, - Maye Jay ,aIin
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a Pacific Investments Corp.,
the Gabay Kalll(asan ark, In
Iversity Manan4!ment Bureau,

ion, and the lal:;il government
cia; DENR·NCI'I Conse ation
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area, Ben 010 said.
To p te the owls, the

farm ow tr : d village offi-
COT ATO CITY-Environ- cials fen d the site and
men~ !fficialJ have allowed put up a rp I lin identifying
a far r iri a small village in the area n ing site of the
Cota a 0 provInce to take care owls. I
of tw uvenile female Eastern II
grass wls (~to longimem- '~ec ing
bris) 0l--nd in Ihis farm lot in The E ~te ~ grass owl are
Makil l'a towA. not consi!ere to be endan-

A fO ~as, a farmer in the gered or 1 ul 1 rable species
town' arangay Luna Norte, but their. u I er is believed
foun e owls on March 20, to be dec i 1 according to
nestin in a cluster of Ar- . Birdlife I er 'ional, a glob-

, 1rowhe? plant (Syngonium al group If ngovernmen-

and i ediately sought the the conse ati of birds and
help village officials and their habi ts.
Depar ent of Environment The
and N t ral esources (DENR)
perso 1 I on how to handle
them.

Ba said lIe wanted to
bring owls to the Provin-
cial En ronrnenr and Natural
Resour s Office (Penro) here
but he as Worried he might
get an; ted fo~ transporting
endang ed wildlife .

. It as Barangay Luna
Norte air Alfredo Barnadas
who laIinformed the Pen-
ro abo the find before he
checke n tHe birds.

Fenced off
Kha ~.a Bayam Benpolok,

head of t e reg.ional strategic
commu i ation and initia-
tives gr I p of DENR in Soc-
csksarg said they found
the owls be healthy and did
not wan fo move them to the
DENR w l~life rescue center to
avoid st elSing the animals ..

"The physiological fea-
tures of e oWlefs are gener-
ally in g 0 condition and in a
safe envi ~nment," he added.

As 10 as he site was se-
cured an pro er~y identified
as nesti g site of the birds,
the owls uld stay within the

owl's most
re farm rats;

hence, the u lly thrive in
rodent-in~ ~te I farms. The
owl uses I ~,10 legs to pen-
.etrate the chic grass where
their prey su y hide. Owls
are noctur I imals, hence,
they sleep the day and
hunt food n t, the DENR
said. I

Village ~ffi '1 Is and local
residents Iso I elped Penro
personnel Iin stalling the
bamboo fe ce secure the
nesting site

Barnada residents
of Baranga Norte ex-
pressed the mitment to
protecting stern grass
owl and ot dlife in the
area. ,

Lawyer el Alicer, the
region's DE R rector, said
he was glad v~at ~ e public in
the Soccsks rge region had
been helpi ~ t DENR in
wildlife prot ti .

On Marc 2 ,I DENR per-
sonnel free th I e critically
endangered in nao hang-
ing parrots, ~m nly known
as "colasisi," t 1 town's Ba-
rangay Sprin th were sur-
rendered by vill er. INQ
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t. Apo rail closedduri~ Holy l1Vee
buntain climberswill
~ Mtl Apo during the

oly Week as a tr passing through the
wn of Sta. Cruz' Davao del Sur will be
osed from April 3 q Apl[il9.
The municipal t ~ris:rr office said the

losure intends to eFon$est the trail as a
rge number of cli bers usually flock to
t. Apo during H y Week.
The temporary PSUlf. will also help

revent forest fires ard similar incidents
s it is difficult to cl)~~k e actual number
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g the holiday.
ountaineers anticipa
ek to Mt. Apo as part f

aye also been blame
bage dumped along

oing to the peak of
main open St;1 en as
an-Digosand K;i~apaw
as the Davao C W track

- Edith ~legi1liul
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MPI EnlargesBlue Footpri t· or PH Iliodiv rsi y
Protection & Con' vatioll

By Magic Bautista
METRO Pacific lnv tments
Foundation. Inc. (MPIF) c ntinues
to enrich its fifteen ear-old
environmental flagship p ogram,
Shore It Up! (SIU), by e~pan ing its
blue footprint to conserve and rotect
more wetlands of national im nance.
The corporate social respo ibility

arm of the country's ding
infrastructure investments co lpany
Metro • Pacific lnves rnents
Corporation (MPIC) is progr .ng its
environmental stewardship, trough
its continued support of pro ting
the 97,030 hectares coverin the
Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park, well
as the Municipality of Del C en,
Siargao. MPIF is also workin on a
partnership with the Depanm t of
Natural Resources in enhancin the
mangrove-pivoted initiatives i the
Las Pinas - Paranaqae Wetland Park
(LPPIVP, formerly LPPCHEA).
As the figurehead foundatio for

marine and coastal biodiversity fthe
Manuel V. Pangilinan (MVP) up
of Companies, MPIF has made t an
imperative to forge partnerships that
safeguard the Philippines' na ral
resources for future generations.
"Our archipelagic country

rife with world-renowned hu
biodiversity and requires a s ng
support system from the pri 'ate
sector when it comes to preserva ion
and conservation," says M IF
President Melodv del Rosario.' 0
solitary entity ~an undertake t
responsibility and we at MPIF II' nt
to ensure that we play our part in
futureproofing what we have and h lp
in mitigating climate change thro h
the work that we do."

SIU'S BLUE FOOTPRINT
SIU's major initiatives are t

singularly focused on alleviati g
environmental impacts to coas I
communities. They also foster t e
involvement of the local communi
by providing livelihood opportuniti
whether supplementary to or resulti
from its programs, impacting t
ocioeconomic aspect as well.
Since 20\3, MPIF maintained

~utually beneficial partnership wit
~e municipality of Del Carmen i
~iargao Island, through establishing
¥angrove Protection and Informatio
~enter. Del Carmen is home to
oontiguous 4,OO()"hectare mangrov
frest - the second biggest of its kind
in the Philippines aftcr Palawan.

MPIF's' tervention throu~ the Mangrove
Center has suited m 0"10 mangrove cutnng
since its . augurntion. 10 Mangrove Eco-
guides are directly employed across all three
sites, including Alaminos, Pangasinan and

Cordova, Cebu. These centers collectively
protect over 5,200 hectares of mangroves,
becoming additional ecotourism hubs in their
cities that spawn a myriad of tourism-related
businesses and activities that employ locals.

D I Carmen developed a full ..fledged
com ~nity-based ecotourism program that
gen ated 1,000 direct employments, more
than I~ homestays, 20 transport services,
20 r taurants, I operational mall, I ~6boat

\

tour ~rators, and a poverty reduction of
29% ~f2019data.
D ing the 2023 World Wetlands

Day last February 2, the Philippine
gove ment declared the Municipality
of D I Carmen's mangrove forest as a
wetla d of international importance,
hope II~ setting the stage for its formal
inclu 00 into the Ramsar List of
etla ~\ of International lmpon alice.
f ac opted, it will be the n nth
hilip i~e wetland to be listed under the
ntern tional treaty.
As r 2022, MPIF bas committed to

uppo the conservation of the TublHtlha
eefs a\)lral Park and World Heritage Site

( RNP for four years. TRNP was named a
amsa slje. a wetland site ofintemat.onal

~

. port ee - by the Rarnsar Conveuion
"Th Convention on Wetlands" an

tergo mmental environmental treaty
rtablis d in 1971 by UNESCO. ne
~ nven on provides the framework Ilr

con rvation and wise use of wetla nds
thei resources.
PIF intervention reinforced Tm. P's

i dive ity and Habitat Protection,
care Monitoring, and Restoration

p gram ~~ providing the necessuy
f ding mobilize ecosystem research,

itori "and enforcement.
EX ANDING SIU'S IMPACT

I c\lship with the Office of SI:O
C thia 111or, MPIF is in the ead)
st es of ~tegrating SIU in the current
m grove 'nllic efforts in lPPWP, a
co tal II' t\fnd in Manila Bay situaud
wi in the etropolis of Manila.

A Ramsar site since 2013, LPPWP was
designated as a Critical Ha~ltat for the
surviyal of threatened, restricted-range,
and congregatory species 1 2007. At
least 5,000 individuals of m gratory and
resident birds have been recorded at the
site, including about -17migratory species.
Lined up with SIU's goal to conserve the
country's natural resources, MPIF and
the LPPWP Protected Area Management
Board (LPPWP PAMB) are planning to
establish a mangrove nursery i the area.
The mangrove propagules are

earmarked for replacement plarting inside
the protected area and may kewise be
distributed to other planting areas within
the Manila Bay. The partnership aims to
replicate the positive impact generated in
the thret existing Mangrove Centers.

With SIU's blue footprint reaching more
national~ important wetlands, MPIF intends
to tontinpe its journey of rescuing restoring,
and reviving the PhllippiM biodiversity
landscape by institutionalIZing Its initiatives
with more partner sites IIIthe fulUn'.

Sbore It Up!'s comrmtmem to the
protection and conservation 0/' IIetlands
of imernanonal importance IS aligned with
Gabay Kalikasaa, one of the MV Group's
Gabay Advocacies for a Sus:ainable
Philippines. It is also in line with ,1PIC's
efforts to contribute to the United Notions
Sustainable Development Goals SDG),
particularly SDG 14 Life Below \\ater, 15
Life on Land, and 17 Partnerships 'or the
Goals.
This partnership boL ters MPlF's role

alongside MPIC, as the largest catalyst
for a Sustainable Philippines, aimed to
improve tl1e lives in the country throcgh
providing essential services and mobilizing
advocacies that uplift the quality ot life of
all Filipinos.
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ants deep
ration wit

nOF

By CHINO S. ~EYCO

Phil ippirres rid Australia want to
deepen ooperatton on airports, mining
and agriculture ~s the amended Public
Service Act (PS1) enables full foreign
ownership in key ectors, the Department
of Finance (DOF) ~id.

This develope following the meeting
of Finance Secret I[Y Benjamin E. Diokno
and Australian A bassador to the Phil-
ippines HK Yu a d Australia's Special
Envoy for Southe st Asia Nicholas Moore
to explore deepe ing Manila-Canberra
cooperation.

Yu said the Aljstralian Government is
hoping tp drum ur interest among Aussie
companies in the P<i>ssibleprivatization of
airportsJ'n the Ph~iPPines.

Und r the re ently amended PSA,
industries such as airports, railways,
toll roads, expressways, and telecorrr-
munications are [o.w open to full foreign
ownership.
. The impleme ting rules and regula-
tions (IRR) of the mendments to the PSA
was released last March 20,2023 and will
be effective on April 4.

Moore added that the Philippines can
learn from the case of the privatization
of Sydney Airport ih 2002, which he said
was a success. I

He argued th t privatization has the~ -----,
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The gove fment will look int
practices in stralia's rrtining in

f the Marc administration ba
e sector t contribute to eco
covery,
Finance c 'i~f Benjamin Diok

cently mpt w ,hAustral~arij\,p1ba s dor
HK Yu and ustralia's special voy
for Southeas Asia Nicholas Mo e to
erplore 'pos ble areas: of coope a ion
between the I '0 countries,
lOne of th e areas is the mini in-

9ustry, whic the Marco~ gover ent
is, reviving, ith the passage of ew
ruining fiscal regime, to:achieve si pli-
fication, fair ~hare, value-addin nd
grod govern l~ce, .

Diokno sa d the two countrie
look into co peration in mining,
ticularly in aring best practic in
taxation, en agernent with mi l'ng 1

communities, nd mining technol es.
The Austr lian government's al-

rI'adY work in with the Departm 1 of
E vironment and Natural Reso ces
,a d Philippi e companies throu a

• I "'. ,~'la':~.. ,e'ml . ..~",~~C:~."AI!:••
series"0,f,~i~, ing miSS,;oIil"Sto~1us ~,l~a:

ThIS aims to provide op ort ities
for Filipino' mining stake old sto
learn more' about Australi ~ . ~ ing'
practices. ' ' . II,

Ambassador Yu, for her art, tea
that the visi! to Australia COies the'
~ight time considering that t e lip-
pines is look~ng at, opening p t I' in-
dustry to fore~gn ~nv~stll}ent " '1

"Our practices are really . mong
fOrld's best and I think thi m~s ion
will enable Philippine com an'1 to
look at how Australian com ani ~~are
doing their mining," Yu said,
I It should be noted that mi ing i one

of the most important sectors f the I us-
tralian economy, ,accounting tor lout
10 percent of its gross qomestit pr ct.

Australia is the fourth largert m 'ing
cpuntry in the world and is Ie "ing
producer ofgold, iron, lead, zi c, n el,
lithium, uranium and black c al.

I In the Philippines, mining, as
contributing less than one p -rce
the country's CDP as the pre iou
ministration has been general Y co
the sector,

,.
Ii' .,n~~,

It was only to ard the end of 2021,
when former pres dent Rodrigo Duterte
gave a much nee ed boost in revenue
generation for t e industry with the'
lifting of a. four- ear old ban on open
pit mining, .

This is what he Marcos govern-
ment wants to ca italize on and boost
through the, pas age of a new fiscal
regime,

Apart from ining, Diokno said
Australia also ho es to drum up mter-
est among Austra 'an companies in the
possible privatiza ion of airports in the
Philrppinss.

Further, Austr lia noted that the'
Philippines may xplore opportuni-
ties to tap into stralian skills and
technology in agri ulture, especially on
agriculture techno ogy and the use of
renew ables in po er distribution,

The Philippines is one of Australia's
longest-standing bilateral partners,
with diplomatic.r lations spanning 77
years,

Philippine-Aus ralian cooperation
covers trade, inve tment, defense, set
curity and develop lent,
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HE El N~iio weat r episode couldbring along dry spell an
the Philippine At ospheric, Geophysical andAstronomical S
has predicted.
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droughts to the country,
Administration (Pagasa)

>Ol'Y spellA2

EI lno could bri
pro onged drys

The EIN no will begin between
July and tember this year and

.could last ntil the first or second
quarter of 024, Pagasa admin-
istrator Vi~ nte Malano told The
Manila Ti . es on Sunday.

There is 55 percent or higher
chance the eather phenomenon
will develotj in the third quarter of
the year, Malano said. .

The EI N~no is a climate pat-
tern charact rized by the unusual
warming of e surface water of the
Pacific Oce n. It brings torrential
rain to Sou America and drought
and dry spe Is to countries in the
western Pa fie region, including
the Philippi es,

The Philip ines last experienced
an EI Nino event from the last
quarter of zb 8 to the third quarter
of 2019.

Malano s id Pagasa has issued
an EI Nino I atch because condi-
tions lean tQ~rd the development
of the weath r pattern within the
next six mo s.

Although I Nino's effects will
no be imm diately felt, Malano
said the iss ance was meant to
lead to early .reparations.

Normally, ost of the country
will experience above-normal
rainfall during the southwest

monsoon s
that usually
September .
. But EI Ni 0 c
the rainfall rat
said. "The no the
country is us all
becomes dry ow
h' ". Id·t e year, It s .
Pagasa fore ast ormal rain-

fall over wat sh ~s and dam
reservoirs un S itember. HIf
that projectio ta s place, we
will have no p obI s," Pagasa's
hydrometeorolbgy vision chief
Roy Badilla sai41

As a result pag~a has urged
the public to tal<e ~liecautionary
measures no at tQe warm-dry
season has sta~ d.

It advised tl)' p ~ic and all
concerned govhn nt a.gencies
to take precau on , measures
to minimize ea I tress, op-
timize the da y .~ of water
for personal anlldomestic
consumption, nd revent any
accompanyjn~g lea ~rrisks as-
sociated with Ni "

Over the n g4 urs, Metro
.Manila and the t .e country
will have partly ou 'Y to cloudy
skies lvith isolated showers or
thunderstonns, a6asiasaid.

ld reverse
rn, Pagasa
part of the

ery wet but
the end of
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Magnitude-
quake shak s

N. Luzon are
BAGUIO CITY - A magnitu e-4.

ear~hquake shook several are s i
forlliem Luzon yesterday morni g.

The Philippine Institute of Vole nol
pgy and Seismology said the q ak
oc~rred at 5:35 a.m. and its epic nte .
was Jocated some two kilometers eas
of Pilar town in Abra.

The temblor was felt at Inte sit
4 in Bangued, BoHney Bucay, Bu loc
Pefi4rubia, Pilar, San Isidro nd
VillariviCiosa in Abra as well a in
Bantfy in IIocos Sur.

In ensity 3 was felt in Dolores, an
Quin .n, Tayum and Tineg in Abra, d
igan in IIocos Sur.
St~teseismologists said instrume tal

riten*ties were recorded in Cand n,
fgan and Narvacan in IIocos Sur, nd
rtac'b'Laoag and Pasuquin in IIo os-Prte
Au orities have yet to determin if

e quake caused damage to prope
- rtemio DUmlao, Bella Cari 0




