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DENR vows lawsui
Mindoro oil-spill
claims caravan to 1

By JosarHas LoMavugs
o et pugs

S the application for com-
Apr:nsation in the Criental
Mindora oil spill begine on

March 27, the government led by
the Department of Justice (D0J)
steps up the cass-building process
apainst the owmer of MT Princess
Empress

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) throuph the Biodiversity
Management Bureau (BME)andthe
Environmental Management Bu-
reau: (EMB), for its part, ia stepping
up the assessment of the devasta-
tzon tothe enrironmenttor possible
inclusion of o damage claim in the
criminal case or cases to be filed
againat the owner of MT Princess
Empess.

The chief of the DEMR Tasl
Force MT Princess Empress, Un-
deraecresary Jonas ®. Leones, told
the Businesshlik LUK the DENR is
following the lead of the DOJ and
the Philippine Coast Guard (FCG),
which has jurisdiction over inci-
dentsof oilspill:

He said DENE has oaly 2 roles
under the National Qil Spill Con-
tingency Plan {(NOSCOP)— waler
guality and waste management or
disposal.

Hesaidthe DENR willfilea claim
for environmental damage, but is
stillin the process of assessing the
damagct causcd by the M indoro oil
spill.

Acrording te Leones, criminal
raps againstthe owner of MT Prin-
cess Empress fuay cover violadions
of envirormental laws like the
Wildlite Act and the National [n-
tegrated Protected Areas Act (Ml
PAS) or velevant legislation in case
of damaged protected arsas,

He said the owner of the ill-
fated vessel that sank off Maujan,
Crriental Mindoro together with
some 200,300 liters of induserial
oil, faces penalties and fines as
prescribed be the said laws. But
since oil apills fall under the
category of marine pa}]’ution,

____Lermes saidthe Clean Water Act

it/

1,000 to P200,000
ediationhasbeen
formed,

Hha POG under the
marine pollutipp law has juriadic-

He added that the Clean Warner
Act pertainsto discha rgein inlard
water bodies, | [Fhe il spill falls
under marine [gollution, which is
under PCG s mandate.

Meverthelegs, he gaid since cil
apill causes dimage to the envi-

ronment, [the [AENE will go afrar
Fhe owners, whather through pen-
alties and|find under the Wildlife

Act or MIHAS —for causing the de-
miseof plant gnd animal wildlife,
including cargls, mangraves and
5eagrass.

“0il apill ¢4
EnVITOTmEnL.

jses damage to e
‘e T is looking
intodt. T er day [last weeld,
agencies el thidiscuss’ the crimi-
nal and administrative charges ko
be filed. spid Beones,

“Likeip Tubbataha, remember
Lhat the coral i\zrc damaged. We
can impose the same penalty or
fine [in the c T of the oil apilll,"
added Ldoneg,| referring to tae
2013 groyndi | by the UTSE Guard-
ian on Tubbatnha Reef, causiag
enormous dathage to corals in the
UNESCO [ Wa *-1 Heritage Site A
total of 2,315 som of corals were
destroyed within the legislatad
profectad are | and the TIS Navy
was slapped with afine of PSBrnil-
lion under Repithlic Act 10067, or

T

the Tubbdtahg Reefs Natural Park
Act of 2009, ||
In thelcasa bl the Mindoro oil

spill, cloge toj30 locally-managed
Marine P DtE{’t'Tc[Area.s (MPAS) zire
affected. '

Howeser, I.élunas sald the leak
is continying | 'sc we cannat make
a final asgessment vet.”

He said tije DENR-BMB is in
chargze of|assy .;Eing the damay La
the envirpnment while the DEINR-
EME condlucts water quality sim-
Pﬁﬂﬁ in of! P J-affected areas
::crj:r'.nunn'un A3
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DENR vows lawsuit for
oil-spill damage; dalms cars

tO mEl Oﬁcnmum FROM A12 |

Leﬂmmdﬂﬂzmmamtwﬂy, - collecting puint foy the claimants to

| DBENRéan compel the rehabilitation ‘submittheircompleled daim forms”

of affected scosysterns under the the - hesaid, Claimants fay indude indi-

Clean Water Act. - viduals, corpdeatigiz. and local gov-

‘He paid the DENR '.-nlI make . arnmentunicdafl edby the oilspill

aure thatthe cost of DENR's effort, The categdries pf cdaims inclade

. including mnbihzmg people for . the cost of cléanup and preventive

. the coastal cleanup, water. quality. . measures, eco s loss in fishories

i monitoring and damage Asseus- andmarine culture Proniomiclogain

ment will be chm'ged to MT Prin- the tourism sactoriand related busi-
cess Empress's owner, - nesses, and ddmage|to propertias,

: Lastweek, alawyer of MT Prlu—' : The National Disaster Risk Re-

| gess Empress’ insuver P&I Club, duction and Mandgement Council

| Atty. Valeriana del Rosario an.  (NDRRMC) sdid albtal of 163 508

| nounced that local claims offices - people ox 34,555 f4mili _

|i willbe established in affected ay- ropa and Western Misayas were af-

. ey, beginning with the “Claims - facted by the 4il sgill. At least 197
;araa-:an"' at the Provingial Cﬁpt-to]-- . people experignced | health-related

i of Oriental Mindoro, . problems becalise of DOSULE boin-

. “Thedains Ca:avanwﬂlarta:s the' “dhistrial eil from the surken vessel.
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big guns
refiise to

J'mm the ofl
spill should

compel
their action
through

the legal

‘the filing of a class suit

$ue polluters

An Interesting prospect that the Emrs
of the Oriental Mindoro oil s

apill vietimsa are pursuing is kﬂ? 4l
to seek at least P300
million in compensation
from the companies
involved in the disaster.
Eeological advucates
said, however; that the
amount being sought
is too small in verms
of a just reparation,
primarily for livelihood.
The Exxon Valdez
case resulted in $1.5
billion in swards and
other payments to
mostly 32,000 Alaskan
fishermen whose |
livelihood was displaced
by the 1989 tanker that ran aground in March of
1989, apilling 11 million gallons of oil into Prince
William Sound in Alaska.
A class suit was filed against the ofl giant by
fishermen, Alaska natives, and landowners,
It took all of 17 years for a final judgment to be
obtained and the punitive damages were redmed

(from the original $5 billion.

US District Court Judge Russell Holland during
the hearing underlined the responsibility of Exxon
to be diligent in cotducting its business.

“Exxon officialy knew that carrying huge
volumes of crude oil throngh Prince William
ound was a dangerous business, yet they
owingly permitied a relapsed aleoholic to
Frent the aperation of the Exxon Valdez through
rince William Sound,” '
The same issue is now being raised against
an Miguel Corp. maritime unit SL Harbor Bulk-

L mm Corp. which chartered the decrepit oil

r MT Princess Empress to transport 900,000
amntunsufoﬂappmrﬁh' for use of an SMC
wer plant.
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underlined the ‘responsibility. of big businesses
ko look after the welfare of Lhe community, since

- Authoritics including senators in a public
hearing were quick to ahsolve SMC of culpabil
saying that under the Oil Pollution Compensati

(Art of 2007, the charterer is not liable.

Yit the same personalities admilted that the
SMC subsidiary failed to exervise dus diligence
exaniining the condition of the ship it contract
to carry the toxic cargo. ] £ 4l

A class suit will provide a gond forum on
liability of SMC. . . i

A maritime expert said, "SMC as charte
is duty bound to do a due diligence check
the integrity of the tanker they are hiring, t
qualifications of the crew, and the validity of the
tanket's operating permits.” _

&g ¥k “SMC cammot and sheuld n

oo keep quiet abouf this,” he add

Authorltles.  Pheingustry veseran said §
Bouding . ;. g the yuby least; Should denti

i who is supposed to be in oh
m of these {due diligence) tasks,
quick tn The source sald despite th
absalpe SH¢  assurance of Lhe insurer that
of culpabifify  victims will be compensated, th
saying that  actual release of the insnranes
kndey the payments remnains in doubt.
OR Poliution . - #1f the papers of the tankar are
Compensation not-in order, the Protection and.
ﬁe&"ﬂﬂ% Indemnity Insurance COVerage
o nm of the tanker will have no Fi‘feci

" and the liability for any damaga
O recovery will not be shouldered by their
Probection and Insuréice Glub,” the expert said

Thus, the class suit Is eruclal since the
principal actars appear unwilling to face the
public and thus far have left (he talking to their
insurer who is even not a definite BOUrce of
restitution.

Bince: the big guns refuse to surface, those
sulfering from the oil spill should compel their
action through the legal process, : ;

The magistrate in the Exxon Valdez pase

m

T

they have the resources to do so while taking care

of their cash tills,

&% _
M. e
abandonment
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By Rio N. Araja

. 'ahd Vince Lm'pez

fron f]we M‘I‘Pnrl.m

s those filed i the
aﬂkrmaih of the' cenvirommental diaam
i the Guimaras $tniut in 2006, when the

il il ™ said E“Ju:!*jxm City Rep. Mﬁn!h
Eilli. T.mr.% Eh.ﬂ]l‘m:’ of the Huumﬂuurlsm i

Lmrmttee

The Guimaras| :'_Tlh.ism wis widelv
considered the cou ¥ worst ol Tr]f L11'
history,

Bl cons.deﬁn$ that e M Solar
episode happened” |7 years ago, Rﬂlu;
satid the mﬂaurrn mﬁusmd Dﬁiﬂj‘bEﬂ‘lStltI{m

e g pi hp J_;_

—— 1

enecllpsmg

its cangn of 2 million
| a lawmaker said

E-I'. thﬂ m E.;:lar
F1 5 bJJhc-n v{ﬁp paad

72 ornpensation claugs,

fildd by owners of biich
operators. and ather
picvidens hit by the 2006

et 1o thy pq,!hm- -
the MT  Princass
eIl eaﬂPl I hillion

.f‘-ﬂ.p.:rt imuj ourikm-elated claimszts,

We Expect piy

ol spifl 1o fike

dﬂmaﬁ
bRy, @

crwnwrs it h,:.rﬂm
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| Mindoro  provincial

“Those who sullered economic lusses,
including | fisherfolk, seaweed farmers
and [ishpond - operalors, are  Hlewise

| expected to file claims.™ Rillo said.

Meanwhile, Spesker  Feedinand
Martin Romualdez,  ‘lingog  party-
list Hep. Yedda Marie Romualdez
and Social Welfare and Development
Secretary | RexGatchalian  disteibuted

cash assistunce of P3,000 to 600 oil spill

vieruns in Oriental Mindoro,

The Speaker’s office also gave the
province’s lirst congressional  district,
led vy Hep. Aman Panaligen, a PS0O0000
walamiry fund. The P3,000 cash aid came
frorn the Assistance o lodividuals in Crisis
Situations program of the Departiment of
social Welfare and Development (see
related story on Ad — Editars)

Local povernments that had to pay
their staff extm in response (o the oil spill
are dlso expecied o file claims, along with
clean-up contractors and the Philippine

Coast Gruard (PO, Rillo said, -

Chriental Mindoro Governor Humerdie
Dolor and an insumnce representative
carfier announced the launch of a “Claims
Curavan™ in Calapan City that will serve as
a clums—collecting point for those harmed
by the M1 Princess Finpress™s oil apill.

As of March 23, the COriental
Eovernment  had
recorded 20,932 fishermen, 61 tourism
establishmients and 750 community-
bused organizations that are expected to
Liles claims,

The entire province of Oriental

| Mindoro ig now under a statc of calamity

becanse ol the oil spill, which has also hit
coastal areas in Batangas, Antique and
Pulawan,

The MT Princess Empress sank off
[ Naujan, Mindoro Oriental on Feb, 28

while cartying 900,000 iters of industrizl
fual @il on'the way w Hoilo from Bataan,
the PCG said,

Mleanwhile, Dedenge
Undersecretary Carlito Calvez Jr. said the
LIS Coast Guard and sume of'its wir assets
will arrive in the Philippines to help in the
ongeing glean-upoperations,

In & répurt o President - Ferdinand

Senibr . ¢

for the pdditional lechnical support
i our disaster response operalions,”
Galvew sid in a report 1o President
Ferdinandbarcos Jr. “Altiough, one
US (17 with equipinent (0K loader)
pved this moming end is now at
Subic| Air Base, another C-5 iz expected
to arrive kimomow,” Galves said,

Gulvez) who s also -chair of the
Mational Disaster Risk Reduction end
Managenant Conneil (NDRRMC), Office
ol Civil Definse (OCD) Undersecretary
Ariel Nepgmuceno and Philippine Coast
Cuard (PCG) chiel Admiel Aremio
Abu and gther Armed Forees and local
govermmett afficials, conducled an asrial
wspedtion of the attecled areas of thenil
spill early Sunday moming,

Gulvez said the presence of the US
National Oceanic  amd  Jumospherie
Administegtion  (NOAA)  bas greatly

hclped the clewn-up  operations
by  provifling  mapid  environmental
assesstnents  of the affected  arcas,

identilicatign of priority aress at risk of
envirohmegtal Jumape, and assessment
of the needt for scosystem restoration,

INLY senior ollicial also teported
that the Jaganese emotelyopersted vessel
(ROVY wllich found the sunken MT
Princess Empress said the tanker had
suffered extensive structural dumage affer
Siniing.

He said|ar this point, it was unclear
how much pil remained in the maker and

al what rata it was leaking out
Galver | said  the  situation
Mimurppa | {Mindoro,  Marindugue,

Romblon, Pilavan) and Western Visayas
was “a lot better” than he hal imagined
and that thig was “encouraging ™ '
“Our rgsponse  efforts,  particnlarly
the: actions| of the varous povermment
agencigs, ame present and very effective
with the collaboration of all stleholdérs,
not to mientin the assistance of our allies
drtner countries,” Cialvez sai.
T qlate,| the Marcos adminisitation
and non-governinent organizatienshay e
already| exignded more than B35 miliion
worth of asdstence’to the reslclents i the
dreas affectal by the oilgpill. . - =

- ol 5 et i
uries FACE 1 BAKWNEN ' :DNISRIAL  CARTOON
ARy IFCRY
FACE Et .
pd 33 =21™3
WJL’U O FAGE DATE TR
{3 T e —
A
L... e 3 ! e e
Oll Mareys I, Galvez said they were
i expegiing the arrival of the entire
From Al “We are looking foraard o the arival
of the entlre US Coast Guardeontingent
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(ompensation claims dug o
ihe s 'genMTPﬂﬂmﬁ.Eﬂw Fies’ |
massive uil spill could su _as&tm&'
filed in the aﬁte’tmat.h-t?the G |

sinking of the MT Solar sinking in |
Guimaras Strait. . ruen o page 46

~ oil claims seer
¢

I : il
| “If we look back at the MT Solar incide:
total of F1,1 billion was paid to set iy 26,872
ampgunsatt_qn‘t:]aims; including those filed by
ers of beach resorts, tour boat opara fors,

and other tourism service providers hi j
the 2006 oil apill,” said Quezon G_lllg Rep,
Marvin Rillo, House tourism commitiee vice
chairperson, Sunday, : il Ll
| Considering that the MT Solar epispde
happened 17 years ago, the inflation-adiug ed
compensation claims concerning the pollugi
damage caused by the MT Princess S
ofl apill may exceed P11 billion. ~ | |

P&_;Apa:t from tourismrelated claimants, we

ect property owners hit by the oil spill
to file pumpensation elaims for dameges
beachfrons properties, fishing boats and fia
gelar," he said. :

luding fisherfolk, seaweed farm 5, 4@
hponid operators, are likewise expdidte
|Local governments that had to pay thei
aff exira in response to tha oil spill inpide
are alse expected to file claims, along wi
cleanup contractors and the Philippine Cop
Guard, Rillo said. : Ll

Uriental Mindoro Governor Hue
OF and an insurance representative earl
announced the launch of a *Claims Caiavar
in Calapan Glly serving as a collecting poir
for documentary submnissions. | |
As of 23 Mareh, the Orental Mindoro prirvin
government has recorded 20,032 fisheriy
Lourism establishments, and 70 community bas
organizations that are filing claims.
nl.:hﬁ entire province of Oriental Mindp
now under a state of calamity because of the
oil spill, which has also hil coastal areas i
Batangas, Antigue and Palawan, |
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NEARLY 173,000 persons fave.
been affected so far by the il
spill cavsed by the sinking of MT
Privwsisss Hnpress st Febeuary 28 0
off Origntal Mindoro, aceording:
ro the Maticnal [dsasrer Risk Re-
duetion and Management O -;_m:.‘:d]

(NDRRMOS,

Tpo a sitnational-Tennek,
NEMBMO said 30,653 familics
o1 72528 mdividasl: Have heen
affected oy ﬁixﬂ'ﬂf'.}leglﬂi‘dﬂ}g:m-'
from 3355 families or 163 4965 b
individuals as of last Sacurdas

OILSPILL

LA S ;
A riral of P136.54 million in gid

nod a8sistance,
roof residents whoo fell
slok duc oo
sall fmm the worst-hit e of
They expericaced severe head:
aLI:u:, chest pair, difficuley in breathing,
dizziness, mmgh and eolds, smong
cithers. Many &F the victms, including
children, are spill heing monitored,

The cost of damagre to the Hsbery
scctor in Antigue aloae stood 2t PAHS
rillinn, the NDRBMC said,

Last Sarurday, Defenss officer-in-
chatge and NIBRMC chaloman Senior
Undersecrezaty Carlimn Galvez went
1o Pala t check nngning effores
address the oil spill.

Galves, MGG commandant h-:lm:
Agrernio ﬂhu and other POG officials
discussed the “bngoing ol spill response
: nouumd cfforis o support the af-
follovwed by the congduce
ae:mt-amd ctastal inspoctions.”

I a siatempnt, the PCG said Al
“hared that tI]'u: ‘afficials drfhed at d
Ehimmon ohs 'athm‘i that the areys

ilics abaut 111: immediare
:t-rgarron Dorttﬂ], elean: -up, and re-
-::mrer!.r nf s.-pi }

mmnE @L‘B GOMIN G

‘dﬂm sonsel and uqmpmcn
g I_If:mé-i'j1 Stutes Coast Guard arc ar-
m-mE_m. the énuntry to help in the oil
spill elearup dove in Oental Minidoro
and neachy provinces, Gatwez said,
Gsalvez, in & report ro President
Ms@os [r mr_{ immfmmﬂw s

H“ﬂ'ﬂﬂm

e il spill remained at-

tfrom

obseryed from all 8 compartments

Oll spill victims)
|8 up to nearly 173

The agency spid t

come: from 163

Cirental - Mindd rik,

17 towns and fmudigiz

Odnst of those aff:

od = 24,292,

families or 1211327
are from Da:: it
NDBRBRMC said

At least ? 19

lips o 27,145

riduals —
indoro, the

Alr wssers, 1u£lwﬁng a L5, wﬂl -
srarting mda:.' Monday, o augm|
the teams conducting 4 ﬂunup 3
containtment drive,
A O8 s usuably vsed 0 deliver reliet

wrhile C-17s are used 1o transpor: cagao
"We are lonkng forward o thelar
rival of the entire US Coast Gul
ﬂmungcnt for the addidamal |
support in our disaseer response Gp-
ﬁmtmua  one Us E:-I:i |

agsets and i te in our “----
operationg, m,wm Tt
clasely mondtor the ROV (remiptély-
operated vehicle) operitivns for sie
cant updates and to further determine
the extent of the oil spill,” he added. -
The US hud previously sent mem-
bers of its Nzuonal Oceanic dnd
Atmospherc Administration INCA AT
that provided rapid environmetital
aksessments of the affected argas

Galves alsummi that based on the
findings of the ]‘ﬁpea:n:s.: ROV, MT
chcs&ﬁmpfess 'suffered exten:
structical dmmge after sinking,

“Ar this point, no visiblc cgn-
sumpriion fuel lesk coming Fom’
damaged wessil, il lt:a‘h: had baen

{anks), Sore through ballust

olime of ‘Eum:u:%gm@hﬂdu thie
mﬁm sianar i:q:' BEtimatec
ar this point. Qi spillage mate from

th mﬁcﬂ%ﬁhmpmp be deter

F:.ndrn 5

’f:uﬂﬂ Vhag-u, n‘g:;rm; Iﬁw: feceived
| yrm;ﬁt fpr w;tlk téndn:i-cﬁ for fve

I;rp i ﬂlat:lhutﬁith:w‘t.,
caof 241 hm:?umna of | the cash for

otk (CESV) Ssons Ordegtal Mindoro,
Fﬂawhﬂ and Aniique last Sararday. 4
fotal of 17,071 heneficianies are now
covered by the €W
DISWD daez als0 5 r.hat it has
blee vau'!::d cashi a.sfsistamce t 5 061
under the Assistarice foc I_t‘.tdmd:u.d; in
Crisis Sinmtion (AICS) and diswibused
g secon mmf’&mly Food Packs,
rambering SOL000, in Pilamm and
Crriertal Mindons
Aol of ’F'?ﬁ.’! rm.lmp. wiorth of
;Efml}r foud pe food reliel
itoms have b em'gmkl?zd te thioee
{aﬁ'\:ttcd ’ﬂ» ’tI'u: ol aplll i Crierial
*mdAnum
mmﬂ]hmﬂt&}lﬁpoﬂse Op-
erarons Monitorihg aad Informascn
Center (DSWER-DIROMIC) said 34 557
families {or 163, 408individuals) from
barungays i Ogieowl Mindoro

51
Fud Palawan have been affeceed by o

il soill — With _.i‘nref_:m Jia##wm
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mandant, visited Pola town on Baty  were also conducted to assess tl
urday w1th Department of Mational  situationin the area.
| Lefense Officer-in-Charge | “CG Aﬂmir.al_x,ihu shared thar
leanup efforts in areas af- 0IC) and acting National ]I:n%: eyl the officials arrived at a common
fecteq by the massive oil = Risk Reduction and Management observarion tiat the area’s situatior
_spill in Oriental Mindore  Council {(NDRRMC) Chairperso is improving,” the PCG said,
cantinue as the situation in  Carlito Galvez Jr. to oversee tha Prior to this; PCG personnel con-
[|.J. coastal wapers started Yimprovr- | cleanup operations by the cpastf  ducted a shoreline elean-upand as-
ing,” the Philippine Coast Guard _guard, local government unirsllan sessment technique (SCAT) in nin

MARTIN SADD EEII]HE
Fﬂ ELLSON QUISMORID i

(HUG) said yesterday. - ather concerned agencies. barangays in Pola and two

.I Aﬂmaram rEemia Abi, PG mm- ferial and coastal inspections  barangaye in Naujan towns - dy

I-q L = | S BT ] | T s e IR S

COXTINUING
CLEAN-UP —
Phillppine Cogst = |

Guard (PCR)
persennel confer
with experts in
tondueting a re-
BUTVCY 23 part
of tha Shoreline
[lean-up and
ksgegment
Technigue
(3eAT) I .

Pola, Orienial

Mindoro, on  E
March 23, 2023,
{Photo from
PCG)
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{to measure I:he level cxfmntnnuna-
tipn and condition of the shoreline.”
The two municipalltlesa:‘e considersd
the most Jifected areas by the oil

t the water 5am?les
passed the at.er quahty standards"

ilippine '!'Zlea_,n Water

also ;*no pronounced
1ell or ador of oil" from the sam-
ples taken by the Pi:G pﬁ:&unnel the

|| The samplps also yielded negative
esults for the hydrogen sulfide test

w’Iuchrenam Qg thatnfamtten
| Exposure|to hydmgen s‘u]eﬁ
“may cause irfitation to the eves and
piratory system” as well as “ap-
, coma, convalsions, dizziness,
chie, wegkness, irritabillty, and

in UIInia, " the United States’ Center
botrol and Prewanti;m

th-ﬂ#&,- tlif: PCG ﬁﬂid

the SCAT indluded the follawing:
| |

5] ﬂ:lE PICG the E(:RT

forth by the Department of En-

B duna ta determine

servations :msted from

Oriemtai Mindoro'- c&as-tal ' |
s ‘improving’ — PCG 1

"o visible cil floating in Ime_ Wa-

ter; no oil rubbing off un people
boats; no visible ofl on the
substrate; ‘no subsurface oi]
in puts dug into the shore;
bile gil on the subsurface; |

debris; no viled dead ani_ &

presert inshm T

gnvernment w!ll_mntmue s
to finally seal the leai;ingz
of industrial fuel oil in the sunk
motar tanker (MT) Princess Emp:
so that L'he oil spill could

contained,

Guard: Emgﬂﬂcy Response I‘ :
also expected to arrive ln the Jou
on Monday, March 27, to help.
PCiz in the cleanup efforts. |
Eurthfrmme. the PCG s'

three 40-footer container a
‘mictofiber absorbent Pads ta
- cident Management 'Fearn in Orienta

“Mindora..

The absorbent pads can gapidly
absorb oil products while re elling
water which will significant

ment the nmgnﬁkhare np :
and ahqrglhw&e}ﬂanug. q

the PCG.

Latest d‘atafmm the Iiﬂﬁuh Wi

hﬂiﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁ. l|

“Thnsa whao mffernd Ecanumm

Oriental Min

merlito Dolor and af

" sode happer

=L o .'nT 1_.r:-‘Fi|Ifl'Fw‘ﬁ o fml |=m mn‘uT.! i _Il _Lm:mI
HHEIRT STORY il
MANILALBULLETIR | 0 = o5
THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER &
£
i
f-'L‘" pack e DATE
that a total of & 3163 liters o oily
_ water minure and 98 sacks of oil-
o contaminited materials have already

been collected during offshore o1 spill
tesponse a5 of March 24,

Meanwhile, there were 1,155 sacks
of oil-conlaminated materials 2nd 22,
drums of vraste collected ac 17 a1 = cred
barangays in Waujan, Bulalacac, and
Pola towny during shoreline resp-nse, -

Compensation clalms

The corrpensation claims from the
ail spill triggered by the sunkes MT
Princess Yinpress could breach the
P1.1-billior mark.

Quezor| City 4th district Fep Mar-
win Rillo, vice chairman of (he House'
I:ammttl:m un Tourism, said this as
he cited the 2006 sinkdng of Hie WT
Solar in Giiimazas Strait.

“If we logk back at the MT Solar
incident, « total of B1.1 billio was
‘paid to settle 26,872 compensa-
tion claims, mcludmg those fiied by
owners of beach resorts, tour boat
operators, ind other tourlsm s-vice
providers hit bytihe 2006wl spil! "he
said in a statement yesterciay. .

Consldering that the M1 Solar epj=
L7 years ago, F-:1Ilb said
the inflaticn-adjusted compenso tlon
claims with respect te the pollution
damage caused by the MT Priress
Empress's oil splll may well excead
h-.! bﬂ]inrl |

“apart from tourism-reliled
ﬂla:imaqjé \nre expect property owners

hit by the ol spill to file cor T a‘:‘-ﬁ.-

ﬂﬂlﬁmﬁfﬂi b beachis

‘properties, !hﬂnﬁbﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂl‘rﬁ i ng
i o8 RRE A A ol

msutﬂn:e I:EP

| losses, including fisherfolk, seaweed  resentative haf earlier announced|
farmexs, and fishpond operators, are  the launch of i “laims Caravan®
likewise expected to file claims,”  in Calapan City thal will serve as
Rillo said. . aclaims mije% g point for those

MT Princess qmpress sank off  harmed by the MY Princess Em.

Nau}an. In'ﬁndumﬁﬂzntﬂan February  press's oil spill|

| 28, while carrying 900,000 liters of  As of March 23, the Orjental Min-
industrial fuel oil on the way to Heilo  dorv provincial| government had re-
from Bataan, according to the Phili ip- . ::qfdu{ 20,932 fishe i
pine Coast Guard (PCG). The 3 -
oil spill affacted Tablas Strait.

Meanwhile, local gwemmm '
{LGUS} that hai:'l to pay theit'

I:taﬁnmi' | etuthenﬂ
nt argalw_ '

”‘“‘“if e,
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Oil spill:

Guard
arriving
for cleanup

By HELEH' FI.'UREE

vvvv RAMSARA Ny

A contin gent of the Umte;:l.
Stales Coast Guard, {USCG}»
ainng wrtﬁ s air assets, will
urﬁ:lem l:‘EleeI‘hEhpp ines today
to help in the ongoing cleanup
of the massive c-%fsp;ll in Grf

-ental Mindero, Malacafiang,

said yesterday., .

The Fresidential (..i.'rmmu—
rications Office (PCO) quoted
Department of National De-|
fense (LUND) Senior Under

‘secretary Carlito Calvez Jr {rn
a statement released on the i

Turn to Page 4
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OI l] he said, of the Departthent uf Env m:uerd:
From Page 11 oo far, & total of 10,206 liters  and Natural Resources-Environs

<) 'jpmml: (BOK nluadeﬂ a'd,
artjved at fHubic Air Base yester-

e US &.ir Porce’s larse
legie airlifier, is expected tuday.

We will tmmﬁdia‘tely & prh:!}f
+ agsel: ancl integrate #n-our -

. ition,
continue to closely moni
"s {remy stely oparated v
up raﬁqum' gmﬁcantuatﬁ
to furher determite the cx-
[ the ol spill,” said Calyez,
wh t]wre the National D'dater

: csl:mh v, an gerial m:rm cnr.:m
of the areas affectod by the ofl
spifl fromithe sunkgenMT[' IHECSR
Em mrwaﬂmnduc‘pedbv alvar
DD Und’ersetretary Arigl
r uﬂt‘.‘m}, Eltlnumsu'amr 1f’rhg\

o offich: dsoftl’mﬁmmd,am
of the Philippiries and co
loe; Dmerit tnits, ol
h%%t'nsa chief cited the
sigs ifican|, contribution ¢
Us | ahmalﬂ’n:mr cl Atmo-
th ric Edrmmmauﬁn {HM}

'atm o aujan, Otiental
o last Feb, 28.

the 4 amageclvassel. il In:ak
bren observed i"mmalleig '. it

15k tanht 'Vtﬂmne of v

pil inside the compa nh;f

ot be eslimated at ﬂugl' oint.
Qil spillage rate from the sdurce
is Lilewdise yot Lo be determined,”

 ible oil floating
! l‘tfbblng r:Ff cs:‘l}m-:-ple or baats; ng

aral :himﬁé afl:er sirk m,_ﬁ“ -
| I‘EEI

2004

of pil waste and aily water and
72,643 kilos of oil contaminated
debyris were collected in the shore-
]me cleaniup operations, he said,
In a separate report,
said a tolal of 3,377.5 sacks and

-22 drums of waste along the
shoreline of Orental Mindoro

have been collegled from March
Tt 25, It]wﬂajs::rgaﬂ-nemdafotal
of 106 sacks of vil-contaminated
materials and 8,363 liters ﬂf:oily
watier nm;lﬁm.

After the mspﬁﬂlm Ga_ﬁre?
said the situation in the affectad
arcas — Mimaropa (Mindoro
island, Marindugue, Romblom,
P&lawan] ard Western Visayas —
"Iz alot b-:*tl'erand w:r}r Cricourag-
ing than [ ir

Meanwhile, the PCD reported
that the government and non-
government organizations have

extended mare than P93 million -

wrth of assistance to the resi-
dents in arcas affected b} the dul
5p1]I

- Cleanup operatluns

Prior to the serial inspection,
persunnel from the PCC and MB—
layan lowage and Salvage Cory
resumed cleanup operations. 11:.
the waters off Naujan, Oriental
Mindoro at 4 am., laying otit the
oil spill bovm and skimmers and
manually scooping up the il At

“the same time, tugboats MTig
Lidagat and MT'ug Ttban-1 cprayed
oil dispersants on the surface rmi

the oil slick.

During the Shoreline Cleanup
and Assessment Techmqu.& cOr-
ducted in IPola town last March

23, the PCG took part in I:HL
te-surveying which entailed thc.
* documentation and verificalion

of shorcline oiling conditions,

- and the spill’s impact on miles
g of attected shoreline, cleanup cf-
- | fectiveness, among others, '

BﬂﬁednnﬂEﬁJNr n-'tmervatiuns
d‘ll].'m.g that TS T IS
1 the water; no oil

visible oil on the surface substrale;
no. subsurface oil layers in pils
dug into the shore; no mobile vil
on thesu]é@q:fane nw oiled dobris;
d smell/ odor of vil;
a negative I‘E'SLI.H: of the h}rdmgu:p

 sulfide test, no atled dead animals
: EJI‘E‘":Ent inshore; as well passed

he water guality standards set

| forth by Departnient Administra-
- bve Order EGB-DE-ulntlmphande
Bﬁ:’th Republic Act 9275, ar the

ilippine Cbe‘sm Water Act of
A]Dj}vsaus Angeluq John Bandoy

the PCG

ANCCC) has supprorted an initi
of the US Ageney for Inte

mental Management B reau,
French expert Mikael Laurent of
Cedré, and rgpresentatives from
the local govermment of Pola par-
ﬁ:&p&ted in the operation. PCG
Licutenant unior Grad Gerald
Cordero also |discussed
points to megsure the c
of tnvironments & the
tatives of gach barangay s

In another| devclopment, the
PCGsaid that the firm:
Inlernalional pledged g
absorbent pafis that co
remiowve the oi] from the

'I'he donati n Uf th

rivdore Gero i T ]'1i wha
heads the PC{S oil spill {ncident

Climeta Chah 2o Com

Develapment| (USATD) to train
displaced fishdriolk in th
HIEE.HE{T‘HFE]‘I cientists.
* Climale Change Commyj;
Albert dela Cluz St sai
project with the provih
ernment of (riental
and ABS-CBN| Foundatior
support the displaced s
by allowing them to :
masta_] habitat|assesam
'P‘IU\-"IT]I:E‘

The USAID Jast week provided
additional P10 million worth of
assistance to COricntal Mi
suppert its oilispill mansgement
and environmental assossment
efforts.

Through ity parinership with

the ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.,

LSAID will alde assess and moni-
tor the impact| of the oil fpill on
coastal commugnities in thi Verde
Tslangd Passare

- Meanwhile,
at&gl his Wam.l agaimt hi
of chemical-baked di

clearing the a asafﬁe;:to- by the.

ail slick.
Tnstead of chermicaldis El'sani;ﬁ .
that produce arbonized fhr balls,

. he proposed the use of skimmers

-or filtration egqipmoent to Femove
the oil from the water.
“Lar balls arg granulated dry uil

+ and these will gh fo the sea hed and
can pollute the harine envirnment |

and seosysiem in the areas
b:,.r tlu-_'{nl ' "'Dﬂlﬂ-c
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HE Unitad &1'11.‘:‘3 Coast Cuard
ard some ol Its air assers will
arrivein the Phj.llppmes tohelp:
intheongoing cleamup operations on
the massive oil spilllin Mineorn, Del |
p:,rtment of Mational Defense Senior
IIndErsen:rc—tar}r Carlito G, Galvez Je.
said on Supday.
Inassatementissued followinghis .
teport to President Bovdinand B, Mar-.
cos Jr; Galﬁrezsaldthevwﬂlhepxpect-
ing in tha tallowing days the arvival -
inthe country nf thé entire US Coast
Guartl and another 025, tha T8 “Air
Fores's largest and atrategic airlifter.
"We are looking forward to the J
atrival of the entiTe US Coast Guard
tontingent for the additional techni- - -
cal support in our disaster response
uperations. Althongh, ¢ one 118 C- 17 with
equipinent (GUK kaadar} already: ar-
rived this moming and is figmwat Sy bic.
AdrDace: anether -5 izexpacted toar-
rive tomnorrow,” Lhe Defensechivfsaid.
Galvees, who iz alio chair of the
National Disaster Rish RedueHon and

anagement Counell (NDREMC),
I‘nng with the Officd of the Office of

_Civil Defenge (OCDH) Umlmer_retar}r

iel F. Nepornucena and Philippine
pastGuard (PCG) Chi&[ﬂduuralArtE—
iohd, Abaand nthEM‘meanrces of
he Philippinies znd local governnent
fficials, conducted an aevial ; inspec-
L@uofthea-ﬂecberlaraamfthemlxpﬂl
garly Su.uda:rmﬁ:nrnmg
Wewﬂhmmedaamlpfemplo}rﬂw,se
smets and integrate it our respense
qperations. Inaddition, wecontinyete
lc-se];. mumta-r the RDV = Ervmnteljr—

Nt

Us mlhta assets t
to help in 011—sp1]l cl

" “the extant of the bil s

AGalvez said,

. areas it Mimaripa

nperai-m{whlde 2 tlmlsfura:gmf—
fcarlmpdabesamjjmf herdetermine

The DND of
and A.lmaspha ic

(NOAA) has graatly|helped m ‘the
clean-up operations| Ly pmwdmg

mpui environme _ta] sseesments of |

damiage, and asse
for ecosystemn re
U by [NOAK] suppertior
scientific modeli estimate the
trajectory of the ail sp l and satellite
imagery to boost asses 1t efforts.”

' The DNIY senivt official alsa re-

purted that the Tapandse ROV found.
out that the el tanked MT Princess -

Bm?mu auff exlensive struc-
tural damnage afrer sinBing”

“At this point, oo vi le consump-
, tion fiel leak coming from the dara-
aged vessel (il aics had heen oh-
served from all eight chmpartments
(ranks). Some t nallast tanks,

Volime of remai ng gil inside thw

cdmparhneﬂn’rs cantiotbe estimated at

- this point; Ga]vezlsaxd. EH_lspﬁfagE

rafe from tha .-..ururcL is ]
be determined, qu tin
uf the Japanese teapm.

1He added that the =i

etwise yat o
the findings

- dugue, Rornblor, P la
e Th?my,as rr_ginms
o apill iz aTor better o

mg!han Ilmagm-tti.1
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173,000 'a%fect‘éd by Mméoro ‘W I
ARV 73,000 5 dividialy P g
families have been. Effenadhf the il &.plll -

in Ofis
< Risk T
:-NDRH

mal sindoro, e Sational Disaster
eduction and Mﬂ]ﬁlﬁgﬁ'mtﬂf Center
MC) reporied on sunday. |

NIRIMC said the ‘n!g,gmnumbtx e

r&%dgnts #‘m’tﬁ*imh! T.hE mmamﬁa-

e ;vhh 27 145, :md {"ahbra,lzan
sag, Cavite, La.guna Quezon and Rizal )
7). I

ol that had LEaked imm The wkm
Privces Empress dlso catsed 1 m]_mms L

»iffaciedA2

and 163 barangmy hawe felt the

of Saturday.
Since Mardh 1, the 1"(“!1{,

diwms uf waste in 13 baran
in Naujan, Bulalacao, and P
Oriental Mindnm

f‘aLap'm Lﬂ}r hias pi‘a-:tg:l
coasial \rﬂlagps under a staie

'.ll}i'ﬂgp:i;:li.'iﬂr 14 munidpali-

: uF tI'rE oil apﬂ]

nf o:l«:ammated matenals s

gathered 3.155 sacks and|

has
23

Ay
ola,

23‘
¢ ol

calamity because of the oil 5
Mayor Malou Morillo aau:l
__prc-s.t on her social m&d;a
on Saturday,
The declaration of a sta‘t

‘of

i
| PCC

dore] on R*'.:hmalgr 28, 1t was car-
g4 w@: of 400,000 Titers of

lectdd &, 163 liters ()‘f l]ll}"
" walet during offshore cleanup
operations. |
Toy it shoreline)cleangp, ithe

wid it has collected 154 sacks

- Wednesday, Morillo saic

council resolution. psﬂﬂ oo

"_Eht dtdamuon wﬂl r:naEvl‘é

e tﬂ /) £ I g¢ %‘1
ECONOIMIC AN e:mlngirm 'EEI' rls
of the dizaster.

The 1 on identified
cg:i\l‘. ai’ﬁii Balite, G:
Canubing 1, Guiad, Ibaba Epst,
B IR O

idom @IH Splll

]haha West, Laareto, Mahal na
Pangalan, Mgaullang, Masipit,
Mag-Iba 1, Nag-Iba 2, Navotas.
Pachoca, Parang, Salong, San An-
Lonio, Silonay, Suqui, T‘awagan
Tibag and Wawa.

The city has 62 barangzy and is
about 69 kilome ters from Naujan.

Green C‘i‘lyof Calapan Program
Director Orlando Maliwanag said
in a message on Saturday that
paiches of oil were seen floating

in the waters cfitlie villages of

Mavotas, Suqui, Harks in
calamity rﬁyyrﬂﬂtﬂmﬂd’m afity | %&ﬂ

Barangay Lazare and Maidlang.
Harka Piloto i: a Matine Pro-
tected Area. r

ity Dlsaswr Risk ]i‘edumun

and M . Dennis
Eut_mnm said or Sun day the slick
il Lazareto and Maldjang bad
| been cqmsa]mbd_

FRANCOD  RONA

AHEMF

- el L

EOITCARA

——

L.
CARTOCH
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CAROOR

N UGLY oil spill

has blemished

the seascape of
Mindoro 1sland.

Thousands of fishermen in the Philippines

| have been ordered to stay ashore days after

the accident as authorilies struggled in o

contain an oil spill from a sunken tanker

that is threatening the region's rich marine
life and economy.

The slick off Mindoro island, south of
the capital Manila, stretched for 120 kilo-
meters (75 miles) and was aboun nine kilo-
meters offshore, said Ram Temena, disaster
operations chief in the affected provinee of
Mindoro Orienlal.

Princess Frnpress had engine trouble and
sank in rough suas off Navjan municipal-
ity on Feb. 28 It was carrying 800000 [i-
ters (210,000 palloms) of indusicial luel o1l
from Bataan provines, nesr Munila, to the
central province:of Toilo.

Another vessel rescucd the 20 crew meam-
bers on board.

[Yieszel fiel, which had been powering the
Philippine tanker, and some of the cargo have
legked into the sea, the coast guard said previ-

- ously; sparking concern for the environment
and industries dependent on the ocean.

Coast puard spokesman Armando Balilo
said experts and major oil firms were being
consulted over how to recover the industrial
fuel cil from the tanker, which is more than
400 meters (more than 1,300 feet) below sea
level,

“L is beyond the capability of technical
divers,” Balilo told repuorters.

Oil spill threatens
Mindoro islan
marine biodiversity

d’s rich

“Scceond. we do not have the mechani-
cal equipment, submersible, that can dive
oy Syphom it fF without endangering (crew)
Tives.™

Rough| seak have prevented the deploy-
ment of |oil |spill hooms to siop the toxic
matenial from spreading, Balile said.

Instead, thegy were spraving chemical dis-
persants on the water surface to break down
the ail.

It is not kngwn how much diesel fuel and

industrial fie

il are in the warer,

The siluati
Oricntal Min

bn was “petting worse,” said
oro Gov. Humerlito Dolor.

He had ongdered the province’s 15,000
registered fiskermen to stay on shore until
it was sale w tish. I the meantime, they
would receivg food packs.

"It will haye a big impact on us,” Dolor
said, “Based pn experience, thi adverse eft
tects on the community will be long term.”

An estimated 391 hectares (1,460 acres)
of coral reefs) 1,626 hectares of mangroves
' v of seaweed could be “po-
d™ by the oil spill, Environ-
¢ Maria Anwria Loyzapa

“Our entire|coastline was hil by the ol
spill,” saifl

“Earlier, wetconld smell the foul odor. [6s
like we're insile an auto shop,” AFP
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DENR scales up effoift

__ vecretary Maria Antonia Yulo-  crisis. Wo neéd :_éi-:'t urgently, andl we
Loyzaga of the e ntof Environ-  need to act nbw, in partnership and in
ment and Natural Resources has called cooperation with{ other stakeholders,”

on stakeholders to scale up efforts to Yo lo-Loyzaga
address the global water crisis. Yido-Loyz
“Mow more than ever, weneed to ac- Nations 2073

over the weekend.
fattended the United
ater {Conference in MNew

e

celerate ourefforts to addness the water

The conference was aimed at foster-
ing greater discussion on watersrelated
issues, including access to safe drink-
ing water and sanitation, sustainable

Yok from March|22 to 24,

ga said the Philippires is ready to Coam-
mit to a global water sector resil-ence

nida that - reliable and wini-
table access to safc walsr, sanitation,

development, climate resilience and imgmvedhealﬂ: nd gender equalily,
mternational water cooperation, _ - She vowed that the country 19ill
During the cemference, Yulo-Loyza- Turr: to Pegje 5

==

access for all. _ J
He ackngw ledged the contributian of the pirive o
sector in noting waler Jonservation and effi-
ciency in their respective opiarations.

“We at the DENR have started to heavily coibe &

DENR rmreces

foster knowledge, innovation and just parmerships
in water governance tuough strengthened access -

to sciehce-informed, equitable and sustainable fi- onstrengthening our partners hips with multis=cio
nancing and engagements with the private sector,  stakehalders and we ane glad toRave s far ¢armor
acadenfe, multilateral development banks and other e, he added). Bella Cariazo

; positive res _
dlders in climate action, | ;
hispart, DENR Underse for |
perations Juan Miguel Cuna said |
portant to build on past achieve
ments pn water conservation.

“The government, the privale sector,
organizations have been
ether to address the wator

gh innovative and sustainable
solutions,” Cuna said. | -
3 added that the government has
been implementing programs to promote
ed witer fesource management,
improve water quality and ensare water
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Ctmpera-tiiim is key toward sustainable

aking at the Water Conference and Exposi-
ion last week, President Marcos reiterated
{s administration’s firm resolve to address
he water ctisis through grassroots- -level and
techno g.?—l:qased solutions. Recall that since he took
office, his administradon has l:aken om a high-profile
advocaly of the need for ensuring the sustainable
use, de r:]npm::nt and conservation of the country’s
waterr SOUTEES,

High on the policy agenda of the guuernment is
rion of 4 Departmerit of Water Services (TS
that has also been endorsed by the Private Sector
Advisory Council, along witl the creation of a regu-

latory domimission and a Veitical industry structure,

nas sl dﬂ nor have a-:‘-‘:ess fo clean, pﬂtﬁble wafer

Although on a declining
half of this year, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomical Services Administration
(PAGASA) projects that E]l Nifio "will likely develop
in July-August-September 2023 season and may
persist untll 2024." El Niflo Increases the likelihood
ol belopv-normal rainfall conditions, which could

pattern during, 1_:I;ne first

RN IR SR R

_table th

, development of wal¢r resources

lead to dry spplls and droughts in some areas of the

ident{iarcos hag Em:P]l asizad thaneed for a
rgehcy, citing the propensity to postpone
T stop-gap _H'I_EiiHIJI.'EE. He EJi‘.]JI'.-."a.Si:":]

to be diggi
nder us" Lhat alyo affects agri-:t_n'!mle.
. and construction activities,
t Dy was observed by the United Na-
focusing on the need fot the sustain-
ent of water resolitees. O this year's
& UM calls for Boosting international
er how water §s used and mianayed
omily way to prevent a global wate:
chming decades, " Congerted action that
nelusive stakehilder participation is
by the involvement of the end-users,
quality of water-related services and
delivery of serzices that match the
needs of alfected communities.
sape of Gilbert . Hotingbo, chair of
d Divector Ganaral of the Internas
ganization deserves closer attention:
ware-r—relamd :Enteﬂr?mian invr-:ws

infrastiu
World Wi

] these urhan .aml ru:al mmmunltles
mamtmmng both food gecurity and
dplld HrmeEr meomes.™
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ministration, government agencies;
Towtraakers, darad our felow
surears ard afvocate)

M Warld Watsx I:I;I', we,
Othe Water for the Peopls
Matwork (WP} press the
craftingoflepislation inglathe
Pecple's Water Codz, whick priori-
tizes the needs of ordinary Filipinas

] | STRATEGIC
COMBUMICATION
ANTY

| INITIATIVES

Liumrzi:mrmrh!l{mmu'&- )

over private sectay pradit. This & to

Aldrvrei kol iy e

replace widespread water privapsa-

tinn, which hasfailed to ssuse cheap
and affordable water, unhampered
aceeesfar housshald snd praduction
Ljse, sanitation, and pubdic matags-
meast to snsuss all thase,

Since the privatizarion of water
fn Metyo Manilain 1597, which was
thebiggest at that time, water rates
biave spared, et thehasiz pablicutil-
Iy remalng eguitably Zisteilured.
Manila Water Company Inc, tariffs
per cubic meter rose 1043 percent
from P4.02 ta P43, 93 and Maynilad
WaterSystemsne 577 percent from
B2 to F48 B3 in January 2023,

This Is despite new Concession
Agrsenents removing farign cur-
reney adjustment and vahar-added
tax tharges in November 2027 and
March M2Z, mespectively. Under
thaC Ae, waterhillsare computedto
engure private wabs [irnms profits
at the expense of coneomers, We
noke thal pricr bg the pandemic,

lYes to Ppople s Water Code, no to privati:

Menila Water's oet ircome rose
Eram P3.2 billion in 2009 £ PS bil-
lion in 2008, and thar of Maynifad
from P28 billian to #7.7 billion in
the same periac,

Wet water sccess and services
remain poar for many Filipmos. In
bocal water districts nationwide, of
which 124 are in a “jaint venture”
with Viller-owned Prime Water
Capparny, eonaumers lament high
fees fur ourky, inetfisient; and -
terrupted waker supphy.

Becent government-cited dat
algo show that 27 million Filip.
nos or 21 percent of the country’s
population still de nat have ac-
tess ta gafe drinking water; morc
than half of the pogulation of 337
muricipalities are consideved wa-
terless; around 6% of families
have o access to water braztment
facilities; and more than ¥ million
ditizers arz compelled (o practice

apen defecation.

A

PAGE

FAGE

tion

Meanwhile, we also note that
[ 1¥aan poce communitien pay mare
than they can afford for water—
{with many connected to submeters
and forced to pay FG0 o P135 per
tubicmeter. Farmersand fisherfolk
ilso lament the lack of Trigation
#ni the corstriction of fishing wa
ters, respectively, which 2 ffect their
livelihoods

e J&df‘.inni][" wint B under-
srore how the water und mtakings
of prafit-driven big buzir asses un-
dermine people's rights, I digenous
Filipines and other com mumitses'
homes, livelihoods and eswvizon-

tare threatened by co nmercial
Er!@plﬂ{ﬂj!ﬂiﬂﬁ setheKa-
fwz, Genned,and Jalaur aiegadams
lin Sierva Madre, Apayao and [odle,
espectively, Local water districts
axeover by oligarch firme hae sl
o to publiz sector retrenchments
Euch as In Bacolod.
Deprivatizing and nal: menely

P&GIT
STORT

-
BAMMEE

EDMTORIAL  CAEITICN
SrOdy
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DATE

consolidating or managing the
country’s mdsting witer systems
would be 2 positive step towards
selving the country’s water prob-
lems, Wearetarwarding theFiliping
People’sWater Codesafoundation
of possthle toch legislation and say
thattheprinciples stipalated there-
in and mot a profic-driven frame-
work sheald guldl. wabsr reSCyTCE
minagcmu--u mthe --':l:1'_1'r:r.
Thewater mde crafed by IBON
gnud the WIS upon the right i wa-
terwatchdog s ineeption in 2004 in-
wobkes the principhes of waterbeinga
basichuman sight. waterbeingpart
of natienal patrimony and sheald
not be subjzct to expaitaton for
foreignorprivace interests; water as
apeopla'aresuree allocated mainky
fox the peoples survival and liveli-
haod needs and with prefarentizl
trestment for the poor and margin-
alized sectors; wateras a publicgrod

that shoubd remmain fn the public
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'I'hc signs are all

ver, yet we do nof
Mostof  take them seriously.

us think Storms arg
that climate feported in areas
change is where they nsed Lo
“E’:a.m.“ e rare. Long periods
of drought have been

remm:lad, creating u::prenedanted

qugney and rising sea
levels leading th destractive floods

thal, destraoy livds, -:mrunmutles and '

livelihoods. |

1",1! Septerber ﬂ;.m:lk_ 16ymarald
Swerlish environmental netivist Grata
Thunberg to

an gssembly o wur!d leaders at
the United Natipns Climate Action
Summit, In an ¢ uﬁmnﬁihﬁcharged
speech, she castigated the
ta do their job amidst
threat of climate chhnge, briefly
defined by scientists as longterm.
shifts in tempergtures and weather
patterns affocting many countries and
much of mﬂﬁmmﬂmim |
Thunberg ec the faars of het'
ganeralion — and|generations sl to

come — because o the lack of action
of world leaders (o respond to the

challanges of clinjate change.

“You have smlm m}rdraamwﬂ'

she said. “People are suffering,

youd"

. @ steam engineer discovered that the
‘planet “had warmed.? In hiz spare

. Ban Francisce, peace activist John

be observed on 2] March 1950,

my ehildhood with your etpty words
and jet I'm one of the lucky ones,

peaple am dymg. Entire acogys

eternal econumic gmwth How darel

Most of us think that climate
. ¢hange is a recent phenomenon. This
discovery was made 85 years ago when

Lime, Guy Callendar began collecting
data in 1958 from 147 weather stations
worldwide and found that ginbal
tempearatures had risen (1.3 degrees ¢
over the previous 50 vears, He hinted
that it eould be related 1o earbon
dioxide emissions.

However, fellow scientists and the
world la.rge{;,r ignored his warning,
using rudzmantary methods but
remarkably accurate based on modern
assessments.

Alarming developments in recent peirs
sounded the alarm, with norngovernment
groupe and private eitizens mainly in
the forefront. Groups were organized
to launch information drives and
activities focused on ways and means
to save Planet Barth — the only one
we've got until other planets are
discovered fit for human habitation.

At a UhE‘iGﬂ Conference in

MeConnell proposed a- day to-honor
the Barth and the concept of peace

The first celebration of Earth
Day took place on 22 April 1870 in
the United Stales, when about 20
million people attended inaugural
E‘Vénts natmnwide that fucused on

mutmg‘ mwimnmumta.l catses,
By the 20th snniversary of the firs:
evl&l'lt, more than 200 million peop!
in M1 countrics had pmiﬂpam <1 B
Earth Day activities. The Philippine:
offieially joined the Earth Da.
celebration theough a Presidently
Proclamation issued by then-Fresiden
Corazon Adquir i,
‘This event Was added o Eart!
Hour, held every last Saturday of
March for an hour from 8.30 to 9.3
p.m.; with rrd]]tfmsufpeuple Ih miore
than 180 countries switching off ffieil
]Jghts to'show support for the plane
In cur little way, we can help
prevent the global catastrophe of
climate change from happening. Vo
are told Lo Reducs, RB‘use Repai-
and Recyele, :
Instead of criving ~ 1
OUT Cars, we are (1] 4
advised to walk, | This
bike, or take jrublie mo
transport for less mm
fuel use. Usa LED

g0 when
et of prostie, 0
nstead of plastic. ;
Most -of all, wo can digcopered
all he llke (ireta that the
Thunberg and laarn planet had

1o speak up. ‘Write warmed.’
{ your local/national

leaders and ask them to take 4
mare active rol: in global warming,
Talk. to neighbory, friends, and even
family, and enlist them in a green
campaign by growing vagelables,
p]ammgimes and ﬂmms, and helping

* {in reforestation i+forts,

“We can’t save the world by playing
by the rules because the rules huve

}Ita be changed " Thunberg said,

Teeqls to changp ~and it
has fo st&:ttuda‘ i
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Did you turn off your lights during
Earth Hour last Saturday? It's really a
very small thing to do, and you may
think it won't have much impact, but
by that simple act you show that you
care for Mollwer Earth and that you are
willing to do what you can - even just
small acts — to savc, pres@:rga);gnd Care
_f{.'rf' "-f?‘-“.". € . .t.' i - o | ¥
_Earth Hour was first held in 2007 in
Sj:n;?ghuslmﬂéi and the Philippines
joined the movement in 2008. This year,
it is gaid 178 co

ies and territories
| -mﬁkﬁﬂm‘éiﬂ the svitch-olf movement.
| The Philippines has consistently becn
| among the countties with the biggest
b L

| That is truly latdable, but all those
people palq:ﬁarﬁqipam:m Earth Hour
should carry that advocacy into their
daily lives, There are so many things
cach of g can do for Mother Earth -
simple, sasy things that will not take
that much extra affort and that can
actually ever save us money in the
process. Like what?

Be a mindful densumer of water,

What did you do for Mother Earth?

- Wateris a very
waste it. Don't

recious respun:: don't

when you
dishes. If you

in a pail rat

sh your teeth or was
rash your car, ;;:rt water
herjthan letting a hose run.
And check that yvou den’t have leaky
faucets or toilets, and watch Yol water
consumption — f there’s a sidden spike,
you may have 3 leak somewhere. Get it
fixed asap!

Same thing with electricity. Do you
need the TV an to fall asleep? Then
set the timer. That could work ‘or the
alrcon too, if vou set the timer o switch
off in the early morning hours when
it's cooler. Turnithe lights off when you
leave a roon. :

- you have in the freezer
refrigerator andl pantry so you don’l
end up with things that are spoiled or
axpired. ] .
With the rising cost of everything
from fuel o fpud, what vou'do to
save Mother will also save you |
wy. Now that's a win for everyone! |
~HANNAH E TAN, Pasig City
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A joint venture has proposed to imrest
500 million for two iﬂtl:gmtcd washe
o-energy managetnent system in Clark
tilizing a German technology to take care

UZO.
The unsullclted project prnpns:al had
een subnnicted to the Bases Conversion
evelopment Authority (BCDA) in zo1g
the joint venture of Metro Clark Metro
aste and German firm Plambeck Emir-
tes. Metro Waste curvently operates the
00-hectare landfill facility in Kalangi-
n in ‘Tarlac, which is inside Sub Zone 1
[C&axkﬂp&cm] Feonomic Zone, .
Norbert Plambeck, glEneral manager of
lambeck Emirates, told Manila Bulletin
hat the investment needed for one line is

32,000 ton a day volume of wasie in the
o8t econemical way. It would take three
ars for the whole Hevelopment process.

- Bince the current landfill is glready
hing 4,000 tons a day, they are already
nldng of expanding their planned facil -

ies pperational.
Their unsolicited project proposal had

‘proposes $500-M
| te-energy facility

[ the growing volume of waste in Central

etween $200 million to $250 million to

. to 15 millian [E
into a second line once the fiest line

iqr

egrated
Clark

been submiltted fto the Bases Corversion
and Development Authority (BCDA) in 2009
bt It was caught up by the_ pandﬂmic_

; " urged
¢ jeint venture is luukmg at
ring in the project al-
thuugh BCD isalso expectedto geta stake
in the proje

185 1remmnmgcapaclt}r )
handle 13 millior tons to 15 million tons of
gir estimate, thewwould

in 10 years.

If no integrated facility cones on-
wears, he said, the 150
Lizon that are dumping
their waste 3t the Metro Clark landill will

“Dur landfill sremalmnghF time of
less than 10|yeats ind we still arcund 13
volume and we get one
in 10 years the landfill
nol jost extend " sald

million a yepr s
is full and wE ca
Halst,
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! BREAKING FOR ¢
the country’s la 4 Infrastruct
partnership with the
the Department of Erwi
unit of Quezon C :;to {from le

and ﬂnmupmen
OIC chief An=on Tag!tag, MPIC exa

Conceptlon Amﬁnllm DENR-MNCR
OIC Baltazar Avaling,

chief Alde Engunrra- DENR-BME Caves, Wotl
Cabal-Revllla; Barangay Mariana nh irpereon Regina Celaste San M
invastor relations Maricris All:fuwr« =

STy STOREY

I%l m"%l EARNER -|i
[T

FALH I TANTR

L

TOMAL  CARTOON

PP 1%y

Jare QC LGU's sentative
Iva :Hrecmr and chief finance, 's ust

al; B
gional ex ve director Janqua?
aal mntLGuPaiks Dwelup :

: HKALIMKASAM
Invnﬂnunl company, broke grol.‘l d ol
riment of Environment and Natural Resourcas —EI ol [veraity
ment and Natural Rescurces - National Ca “I‘

f

o Pacific Inuastnmnts Corp.,
I‘hn Gab';al{alilmn Park; in
nagmeant Bureau,
fon, and the local government
clﬁ' DENR-NCI? Congarvation
nd other E witemis Division
ability and risic officer Gha
aranga Mariana councilor
PIC vice president lur
nd administration Department
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NESTING IN COTABAT

By Edwln O. Fernandexz
@ingNational

COTABATO CITY—Environ-
menl officlals have allowed
a fartner in a small village in
Cntabato province to take care
of twn juvenile female Eastern
Brass owls (I'vto longimem-
bris) found in his farm lot in
Makilala town,

Afredo Bas, a farmer in the
town's Barangay Luna Norte,

found the owls on March 4o
nesting in a4 cluster of Ar- -

rowhead plant  {Syngonium
pedaophyllum) in his property
and bnmediately sought the
help of village officials and
Depactment of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENE)
personnel on how (o handle
them,

Bas said he wanted to
bring the owls to the Provin-
cfal Bavironment and Nataral
Resources Otfice (Penrg) here
bul he was worried he might
Eet artested for fransporting
endangered wildlife,

It was  Barangay Luna
Norte Chair Alfreds Bariadas
who later informed the Pey-
ro ahout the find before he
cthecked on the birds.

Fenced off
Khadija Bayam Benpolok,
head of the regional StTatepic
commubication and  inlea-

tives proup of DENR in Soc-

csksargen, said they found
the owls to be healthy and did
Dol wanl to move them to the
DENR wildlife rescue eonter
avoid stressing the animals,
“The physiological fea-

tures of the owlets are gener- -

ally in good condition and in a

;safe environment,” he added.

A2 lang as the site was se-
cured and praperly identified
A5 nesting gite of the birds,
the awls could stay within the

“their prey sy

i A e

area, Benpolok said.

To protedt the owls, the
farm owner and village offi-
clals fenced off the site and
Put up a tarpaulin identifying
the area a: nasting site of the

grass owl are
to be endan-
gered ar wulhierable species

but their number is helieved
to be declining, according to
Birdlfe Internhrional s glob-
al group of Rongovernmen-

COMMOn  prey fare farm rais
hence, they usually thrive in
todenc-infested  farms.
owl uses its lodg leps to pen-
etrate the thic

are nocrmal snimalsy hence,
they sleep during the day and
hunt food ar night, the DENR

Village offi
residents. also
personnel i fnstalling the
bamboo fence to secure the
nesting site,

DBarnadas
of Barangay Lu
pressed their o
protecting the.
owl and other
area. !

Lawyer Fellx alicer, the
region’s DENR director, said
lie was glad that{the public in
the Soccsksargen repion had
been helping the DENR in
wildlife protecii

On Mareh 22 DEMR per-
sofitiel freed theee critically
enidangered Minglaran hang-
ing parrots, commonly known
as "volaslsi” in the town's Ba-
rangay Spring chat were surc-
rendered by a villager. o

d  residents
da Nogte sx-
riitment to
A5tErN prass
Iclife in the
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Elﬂrsae-;j from April 3 to A'prll a

during H;.r Week.

“The municipal tourism office said the
: clmlre intends to ¢ Br:onge*sttheuml asd
;;:;ﬂm of dqnber:, usually flock to

'th-' temporary closure wr}]rﬂuh;heﬁs
brevent forest fires and similar incidents
asmei difficultto cH[eck the actual number

M. Apo trail closed during

'DAVAOCITY - yamgia.uithmbemn-ﬂl
hmiunitddaccesstuh{fﬁpu_ ing the
Holy Weck as o trail passing through the
own of Sta. Cruz in Davao _Surmlibc

of climbers d
Every year, mountaineers inbicipate
the Holy Weelk trek to Mt Apo as part of
their tradition i
Bu‘t climbers have also been blamed
thepdasnf aarhage dumped cdong
way to the peal j ' |
Oither paths |geing to the peck of t
mﬂuntam WJJI THAln open :mch as
-a:ymmasw as theDavao City

g ﬂ'l.E' Htﬂiday{

— Edith Fegaladp
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By Magic Bautlsta |
METR | Pocific I
Fowndarom. Iz (MPIF) caniinus
b emmct s Bfteen  yenr-oid
omvrenmental  fagEip

Shore [ Ripl (SILUY, by expanding 5
e Baorprint 00 comaerve mmpralect
rrare wellands of rab gl ipdringe.

The cocparale secal resporgibility

im  of e oouniry's ing,
infrstnuciue invesmens ny
Moo v Peeific Ipv el

Corpoestion (WPEC) s pr i
crvimnmintal stewardship, Swugh
5 cosorped suppar of progeting

# U100, bectares covermn the
Tuhbataka Reels Naml 'k, 2 acll
35 the Municipality of Del C
Stompae. MFIF & 2ha virking or 2
partnersnip ik the Deparimed af
Watural Festces o ecancing the
miegravepiveted  iiligtives i the
L2 Bidtars — Parataque Weilund Tark
(LPFWE, laemerly LPPCHEA). |
A3t Bpurshend fourdas
parie i poasicl Meodiversity 4f ke
‘amel V. Pargtizan |MVP Gpoop
of Companies, MPIF bas e £ an
imperatve 1o forge parinerships |Gl
sefequind e Padippises” satural
resourezs lar fekre generations. |
*Oor Echipelape  coscy
rife l:l..l."h worhl-rmownel ||uhn1‘nf
biodiversity and raquins a sing
suppnn system fum e e
ezl when |tmr.eit.:upo:sr'¥ fald
and  conservalion,” oS H:tj}u
Prosident Mekady del Rosaria,
sty enfity, an emdenaka
mgensitelng and we at MPIF 1-1.':|::"r
10 ensure thae we play cur qurt n

Turzprosfiag what we have and help
in rrigateg thmale change
the wark thet we o
SIU'S BLUE FODTPRINT

SVt major iotiatives e I+:I
sinpuliely  fused on alieviesz
emvamormentl impets b oma
| cenmnxs. They albso foster the
iecivernen! ef & local cormwa:fy
|y providing livelireed spporunilie
whether wpp]:mmmymctrmhirs
ety i2 progeeom, parung Lhe
Smcivemoei aspect i aell

Siez 2R N MEIF maimaned
bnmally benefilal pameership wiI:
the municiplity of el Cameen i

Mangreve Pruteghion aml Iufurssiie
Cener, Dl Camen 5 homs Iuj
stiguings JHI0-Recran: - mazpow

et - the second biggest al 1l killl]l
in the Pligpines efier Falowar,

Sinrpan Islnd, trmagh establesbing :I !

MPIF's imerveclion Eralsh (e Masgrovs
ettt Yo pesulied i 0% manprovs sullmg
s s dapesicn. |0 Maingove Eo-
s per ebrecty - smploned acrs all dheee
sites, inchding Alemiws, Fageenan ang

Tomdoz, Cebu. Thee cenfers oilbsttwdy
prnteet ever 53H hectame of mangrns,
Devoming addtons! esnnurian bubs in their
cies that spawm  mymied of romsm-r e

bwsazoazs wod acti vilies thal employ lacals.

15th
yea

MPIF Enlarges Blue Footprmt for PH Bio
Protection & Conservation

CeljiCamen developed a Bl Azdped
iz unity-based ecolousisz progan that
|| geaereied 1 000 drect smploymes:s, mare
|t 11 hineinestags, 20 tanspar. SoFces,
(| 20t eegrmrans, | cperatocalmmall, |4 boat
| bour wpersbeee, and & poversy reduitin of
[ 268 ednF 2019 data
During the 2023 Werld  Wioclerds
| Day |lest Bebroary Z, the Fhilippine
(ovenmenn declared e Wunic zaliny
lal [ 'F.'arrnu'l'! margrive forest 25 a
(wetlad’ of mimatond. impariance,
i I'm;k'l L:.'s.!lllng Lre atige for iz Jormal
jlll.-|u oz inle the  Zamsar List of
of Insernaticnal Lmpor-ance.
|ued it will be the wwh

| "'tilipgge wolond b be listed aodr e the

Inern mnal ary.

ithtfs
I TANE| for four mﬂﬂhﬁsnﬂn&i:
ﬁa‘nu e - nn‘r:ﬂm.dsﬂuuflnl:ra' ol
mparznie - by (he Remvar Convenlos
I:I “Thi Cenvedben on Wetlands® o=
.HI?GI'F.IJ mentdl emacomenial bty
isged in 1971 by UMESCO. The
peuvides dhe framawark for

the consprvenon and wise tze of welenk

Jipdrerty ond r[:lhlhﬂ Prct-::t.:n
A Monitoring, amd  Restoeation
shogrer | By pooviding the  necessary
:undn'.-g mnhllun: LooRyELEm fegcars},
mwaiboaing)'ind enfrecement
Ed AHDIHG SIU'S IMPACT
Iy pirthetship with te Office af Sin

grjﬂtm Pillm, MPIF iz in .he ::\151.

& nﬂwm'.h Imparan: 1 4

| wdwncarizs tha uplifi e o 1Ii--.

iversity

Pha i ol Peee T Led Santa

A Ramgar se s

N3 LPMNE wg;

designzied a & Crit bzt o the
survival of Lhr"a catnetil-ramge,
1T A

ut micrglary and

residert hirds hawe oo
site, inchading about <7 o) SpeRes,
Lined |up with S1L7s poal 1io conseve tha
::erq-'s gatural recae

e LEEWT Prolesiad Mg
Boand [LPIWP PAME)
extatlith a mangrove ks

vdal at e

n:_:-liea!.t L Pt\éi-h impact prmerated v
The three gxisimg Mangroe s e
With S5 Elue foolprins sepcnp mome

IF atimds

lﬂtn'ml_lz %oy of
and rcrj:'r_g the 'y Ii
lendacape by nstimiea g
wath mene partner sies 0 the it

Shom | It Upls coimmitmer
profecion dnd eonsiration of

e
¥ :ﬂrudi

Hullp_unm !1 15 el in L2 it
cifons o conirkae b |'r Linpe:

Sushirabke Dewebopmene Geals (S0G),
particuiardy SDG 14 Lire Rk Warer, ©
Life ta Lead, and 17 |I'I'|l.“ ips T the
Cioals

Tats parmerstip bakiers MINEY pok

sloagrde MPIC, & the [cpes cinlyd
for 0 Sustiicable Philip ||| . Al
improve the lives iz the o
pn.:-'m.ngsm-alsn".k

:H':E:i'

el Filizaams

=




SITLATEG I

MM LNICATION
MIE

ITTATIYES
LRVICE

UFFEE, FACE1 | EANHER
STORY ST

iﬂi-g}'

R

et
EOIFCRIAI

ARFIN

ABGE

DBAIE

By CHINO S, LEYCD -

“Philippines dnd Australia want to
deepen covperation on airparts, mining
and agrlculture az the amended Public
Service Act {PSA) enables full foreign
ownership in key sectors, the Department
of Finance (DOF) said.

This developed following the meeling
of Finance Secretary Benjamin E. Diokno
and Australian Ambassador to the Phil-
Ippines HK Yo and Australia’s Special
Envoy far Southeast Asia Nichelas Moore
to explore deepening Manila-Canberra
cooperation. |

¥u said the Australlan Governmment is
hoping th drum ujy interest among Aussie
companies in the possible privarization of
airports in the Phitlpplnes.

Under the recently amended PSA,
industries such s airports, railways,
toll roads, expressways, and telecom-
munications are now open to full foreign
ownership. I

tions (IRR) of the amendments to the P54
was roleased last March 20, 2023 and will
be effective on April 4.

learn from the case of the privatization

of Sydnay Airport in 2002, which he said

Wwas a success. || : r
He arpgued th'i{'t privatization has the

DOF wants deeper
cooperation with

- airports to
increased e

The implementing rules and regula-

Moorz added that the Philippines can

ustralia

potential to decpen the conteibution|of
otiemic activity through
il-cdpacity and more lirks
to the rest of the world.

communities, and mining technologies

Yu shared that the Australian gov-
ernment is currently working with the
Department gf Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and Philippine compa-
nies through & series of mining missions
to Anstralia.

The learning tours seTve as an oppar-
tunity for Filipine mining stakeholders|to
learn tore dbout
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The govetnmen! will look into best
practices in Australia™ mining industry,
a3 the Mareds administtation banks on
the sector th contribule 1o ceonomic
recovery.
| Finunwe chief Benjamun Dinkno re-
cently metwith Auvstralian Ambassador
HK Yu and Wustrelia's special envoy
for Southeast Asia Michalas Moore to

plore posdible areas uf conperation
Lo comnfes,

Une of these areas is the mining in-
tustry, which the Marcos government
i Teviving, with the FPassage of 4 new
mining fiscallregime o achieve simpli-
bication, fair|share, value-adding and
geod Foverngnce,

| Diokeio sajd the two couritries will
lhok inte codperation in mining, par-
ticularly in dharing best practices in
taxation, enpagement with mining
communities fand mining technologies,

The Auvstrhlian govemment i al-

ady working with the Department of
glwimnmem and Matoral Resovrces
antd Philippihe companies th rough a

4l
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series of mining missions to A ustralio.

This aims t0 provide opportunities
for Filipino mining stakehaldeérs to
learn more aboul Australian mining'
practices. o |

Ambassador Yu, for her part, noted
that the visit to Australia comes &t Lhe
right time considering that e Fhilip-
Pines is looking at opening up the in-
dustry to foreign investments

“Our practices bre really among: the
world's best and T think 1his migsion
will enable Philippine conipanies Lo
look at how Australian companiss are
doing their mining,” Yu waid. |

It should be noted that miring ik one i

of the most important sectors af thelAus-
tralian economy, accoumting fuor bt
1 percent of its gross domestic product.

Auctraliais the fourth largest mining
country in the world and i: a leading
producer of gold, ivon, Tead, Ein, nf;ckul_
lithium, uranium and black coal. |

In the Philippines, maning hay becn,
contribuling less than one percent 1o
the country’s GDP as the previous ad-
ministration has buen generally cold 1o
bhe sector

|

e i e 1 —

It weas only toward the =nd of 2021,
when former presjdent Rodripo Uaferte
Bave a wmch needed boost in reverine
generation for the industry with the
Lifting of A four-vear ald barn on open
Pt minir e

This is what the Marcos Bl er-

ment wants lo capitalize on and boost
through the passage of o new fycal
Ferimme,

Apart from mining, Diokoo said
Auvstralia also hopges to drom up nter-
estameng Australian companics in the
possible privatization of airpoils in the
Philippines,
Further, Australia noted t)at the
Philippires may explors opportuni-
ties to Lap into Australian skills and
technology in agriculture, espec illy om
agreulture technalogy and (he vie of
renewabdes in power distrilo o

The Philippines is one of Ausiralia’s

: bongest-standing bilateral parlners,

with diplonatic rdlations spanning 77
YEars,

I-‘hili|:r|.:i.ne—ﬁu.-,rralian cooperation
covers lrave, investment, delinue, sef
curity and developinent,
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[ Pl WHE El Nian weather episode could bring a long dry spell and even droughts to the country,
[ the Philippine Atmaspherle, Geophysical and Aslionomical Strvices Administestion (T'agasa)
hds predicted. Dy speflaz

inr habagax

tfﬁsqunﬂ_ that usually beging fn:-m May to
il the first or second Sqﬂﬁuber f 1 (3
0 m;!: Pﬂ-ﬂﬂ,&l&‘lﬂﬁ‘b ‘But E] Nj o could reverse
cente Malano mhilﬂn {zhE rainfall [patfern, Pagasa
on Sunday. _ said. “The noxthefn vart of the
Themn&f 85 pe;m:l or higher “country is usyally very wet but
I chance the weather phenomenon  becomes dryr oward the end of
ml]devx!ui]hlmtltmdmmmlaf the year,” it said.
\ id

st mormal rain-
a]s ﬂ_. &m
; 4 ) il wl r.g*lf
H. h]'l]]ﬁw W‘I!l h&'-'EﬂD niobld ms,

z‘lmmcaanﬂ’dmugl'lt hydrometeo
Plls 1o countries in the Roy Hadiila
n P fic m induding  As a resul
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' occurred at 5:35 a.m. and ite ep:
was located some two kilmiﬂen
of Pilar town in Abra,

- The temblor was felt at Iﬂtemrty
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