
 

26 March 2023 Sunday 
aturday300000000000000000000000000



,.----,----+t---------++---r------r-ti!r-----:~/ 1_
UPPER ~ ANNER E~l C~o ~ STORY

LOWER

jWj~ch-off for
2 173 Earth Hour

Ult ~IY takes 60 minutes to do good f I,l
our fut e." , .

Pre i ent Marcos underscored this as h
urged i~'Pinos fO turn off their lights an
join thi ear's lfbservance of Earth Hour a
initiati e to encqurage everyone to help miti
gate th evastatmg effects of climate chang .

In a Instagram Reel, the President sai
Malaca ang will observe Earth Hour b
switchi ~ off non -essential lights dur-
ing Eart Hour on Saturday, March 25. ~

TITlE:

Ult only takes 60 minutes do
ood for 0 r future" 60 minu es to
ake notic and commit to s ~ing
Iother Nat te-to be united an take'
ction," he ~aid. "Because tog trer,
othing is i possible. Let's swit 11 off
pd give M Ither Nature 60 mi I~tes

~9breathe." .
I Marcos oted that the Philip i es

~

.sbattered lith an average of 2 ty-
oons year y, "making it one f Ithe

ost vulner lble countries to cli ate
llange."

,I' He add that as the Ea t 's
tFmperatur gets warmer, wit the
W~Orld'Scar on footprint reachi g a

ewall-tim high of 36.8 gig t ns
i 2022, the orld braces for th ir-

PA

reversible impact of climat ch e.
Earth Hour is a worldwi e

ment organized by the Worl W'
Fund. .

The event is held ann ally n-
couraging individuals, com u
and businesses to turn ft
tssential electric lights, for re ur,
from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p. r 0 the
last Saturday of March, as sy bol
of commitment to the plan

This year marks the 16th inn er-
sary of Earth Hour. Since it fas rst
fueld in 2007, in Sydney, .vst ia,
great strides have been mad in i h-
lighting the dire state of the pi et,
accordin.g to the World Wide lun for
¢ature, which organ,izes the ve
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In a separat video message,
President Marc s said the b--
servance of Ea th Hour would
help th~~govern ent enforce its
action I,]ans th t would benefit
the planet.

"So, at this h ur, let us stop,
slow dawn and edicate a mo-
ment to help th Earth breat ne
and heal anew," he said

Marcos hopes that this shared
activity Would r mind everyone
that environme tal preserva-
tion is an "inte -generstlo al
responsibility" t at shou d be a
priority in the pu suit of progress

, and prosperity.
"Let us beco e part of the

solution and em ark on advoca- .
cies, programs, nd initiatives
that will help us rotect and pre-
serve the Earth, 0 r only orne,"
he added. (Argy11 yrus Geducos)



other Nature, to be united a d t
ction. Because together, not in
mpossible," he added.
.Marcos' Instagram video s 0

ights in Malacafiang beings it
ff in support of Earth Ho r.
vent, which was held from 8: 0p.
~o9:30 p.m. yesterday, was org niz
~y the World Wildlife Fund,

Campaign I
Department of EnVironrnef.t
atural Resources (DENR) Se ~ta:
aria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga ow I

t at her department will contin ,I
I ading the campaign to minim e
i pact of climate change and ful I
tfe country's climate.commitment f

"The DENR will continue to

~

r part in leading and accele ati
c imate action and in enhanci g t
i tegrity of 'ecosystems," Lo za
sid. .

Marcos, who chairs the CI ma ~
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y. President Marcos called on the en r8
, ligate Ihe devastaUng e,ff,,,,Is01cllm Ie

. I ,

Change Commissio .had designated
Loyzaga as:his rep esentative in the
lead policy-maki g government
body on climate ch nge.

"As the designat d representative
of the President to e Commission,
we will focus on ccelerating and
completing the wo k that has been
long outstanding r us to delrver
on our internationa commitments,"
Loyzaga said.
Among these c

the national gree
tory; the national daptation plan
and its financial pI n; the national
determined contrib tion implemen-
tation plan and th local climate
change action plans f local govern-
ment units. .

"The DENR is
forefront of climate tion due to our
mandate of conserv ng, protecting,
managing, restoring and regenerat-
ing our country's e vironrnent and .

a natural resources, Philippines is
also increasingly be ming a model
in the region for our hole-of-societv
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approach in d saster risk reduction
and climate ac ion," the DENR sec-
retary said.

She added +t the country needs
to have ecosys E:jms-based,ridge-to-
reef approach ~Sthat can enhance
ecosystems, p 'E\ventdisasters and
mitigate the i pacts of hazards.

"We must xplore how nature-
based solutions cb address the food-
water-energy s eurity outcomes we
aim to achieve, , Loyzaga said.

She said sev ~alclimate plans are
in plate to acc lerate ahd complete
the work of del vering the country's
international c rpmitments.· ..

The Philip ines submitted its
national dete ined contribution to
the United Nati ns Framework Con-
.vention on Cli fte Change in April
2021,pledging projected reduction
and avoidanc of greenhouse gas
emissions of75 ercent for the period
of2020to 2030, ~whichI2.71percent
is unconditiona and 72.29percent is
conditional.

The Cabinet

.on, Mitigatio and
duction, chair ~:iby
dopted a resol tion
on the phaseout of
s.
the resolutio fur-
the Philippine Ac-
tainable Consump-

~~----- --- ---
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REGIO AL DIALO UE ADDRESSES CLI,vl",'
O ~VAO00-111. UNIn" 'ional

drg.nizationlOlMlgra,io
J (10M), tOgttherwilh the lIited

Klng<toth (UK) qo_~ held 'wo-
day "gtonal dlaloq" on "Expl. ~g
'h. N""s 01 (lima" (hon<Jt, C met
ond IIuljlan Mobility and the L
ExperllEu oftht Bangsamoro.

The ventmarkedamilestont
''''proj "'at.lor""Iint_·I'"
8ang!onloIo Autonomous R"lion Muslim
Mindanao(BARMMI,SOIIgMIO" ish
mdenceon the Inttr1lnkigts
dimate chanar, (oofict and huma
m.billtyJIOIi sold ~. now,,"" .

It alio ~imtd to strengthtn
socioeconomic ruilienc! of
Bangsamoro communitln to d
relattdsecurityrisks.

ThedialoglJernult~inkey dinC}S
from 'he p.nlcliHlOIJ 1<11011rtl rCl
(ondu(\ed Ihrough lhe project, a d

commissioned IhroJgh tM M~danao
!'!opl" (,,"" (MP(), '0 bent'
understand Ow effects of cf1m'alt
chong. 10 peopl~s I••• in ,orftict-prono
(cmmunilits and lbeir (oping capacity to
itsimpJCts..

-CMmatt change and its I,pact on
st,.rlty, human mobility, dil~"1mtn~
job Insecurity and many othtr pressing
is~UMshould, Just as other ,illllllanm.
be giftn Illt required inentlQCl and
(nQulers. .•.Sikl AlisUlirWhitt,,ht.,
Headof Mi~ion of the British tmba:s~y
inthePhllippints.highlightln~th.
importan<eofthertsearmin iS~
awareness and driving collt(.t ~oru
to address dlNte-telaffd SKlority risks..

for hlsp'n,HartlsoJov,,"""'''"
team IHder 01Mpc" said:"WtI11e dimate
tho"9'",,,",,I"CDIflrt.ronf'ict.~
IIIm,PrMttlp@OPltlfllllllU1CtjSrt
copIncjwith dl""" <hangt-dl.t~ why

~onstt dimate d\inge Is diffiait to
","'Iify an~ Ih ••• fore. add",,: lo,m,ld.

-hisourro!eto fill in Ihatgap
i"underslanding bow conflict
.fft<1. peopl'" soc~i •• d "onomk
vUne~bilit' to the Impact of dimate
,hang e,·",.ddod.

The mnt brought together vilrious
.laklholdon lrom keY BARMMMini,"""
Bang •••• oroParla~ I.ClI_"""nn
1M on woo, organiutions as the
BAAAIM under5COfeddll'Mtt change
~nasa priorityagmdain thtSKond
Bangwmoro Development Plan 2023-2028
aM steps up ilsefforlslotackJe rtlevant
tholtng es,

. The event pro'ridtd an opportunity
for participants to dis(uss the ffStafth
n~cOfM'ltndations and formulate action
points to address dimatt-relattd
Sfcurily rislcs, including the Impatt of
tim.ti, thonge •• nd onqol"'lconftlCl
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we need to rea111'10re and look at her
6ptritncts in olliff areas so thlt e will
be m«. "I.i~I'" In dt}lIng with Is."

Parliament m ember T.lIakaJ
M,dtlmbang al;.o Iffirmed the
commitment 0 ttlt SARMM Parlia nt to
aaft lt9islatiol, through die Cem tree
on En~ironmtlit. 'To my fellow n
ofPariiament.! d alltnge us to de lop
an er'rironrnm:il (ode and filt bill to
solve cliNt! d~rl9f." ne wid.

Carolltoy p, q •••• 01tit. aiINl

Change (omml·.si In disctlu!Ci Ihe
PhllJpplns's Rl!pcJblic Act 10174w kh
f1tabUWd ttM' Ploplt's Survival F d
·tofinalKeacU]ltitionPIOjeclSli at
inatMing millen,y of <orrlJ1urllt" and
tUsystems 10 ( ln~tech.ange.".cn al
strp in adcht~,'Ml the dimitt crisis

RllicISibpa ,'obIan, Munitip.1i
0iI.T~!rRill RldU1lion and Ma~
Oftktf.II'" MtJ'I,ipaUtyolllta~«

stwrtd~isappl'Kl tonofthtntnt. .
"We are able .0 Identify additional

possible inttrvtr )f\Sthat we (in

odd 10 ",,"aI mattthang. action
plans. wilieh wi h,.lp mitigate the

• effKIS of !Nt c ange and connia
In OUr< IT'munil 1'Yutq'Jim tht
supporr of our 10tal (hlefexecutlftand
actiYepiWlicipat nandln~ytment
of tht •. ~uer i 0 eASY.t Ihn It Is
Impte at "It ~allevtl:htsa:d.

Mk .1 m·Tbl.h"dof,'"
~mtfgt ) .'C P: ;, ·(nsis Unit of
10M Ph ppmes, ~lId:"The active
partklpatlon oftl estakeholders net
onlyfa( I.t'fdtl .JU(ialmhll1geof
know e 1( )nd 5 ) bin also ~~ed
Wilt"""" udlOgUd.IARfoUII
~ r:tsa: rnl'l'lunilitsin
iMtitUl ~ d mat ""gotl ••• ncI
adap~tJon strat~! "es In thf conteXI of
,onfl u

---- -- ------1----
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Israel filling lnwater

With~~~Ciln~~~.~~o~ Phl-~_._~
virus, the orld has returned _ In my postin? he~eas the IsraL~1l1-\.:l~[)
to focus 0 the most pressing sa?or to the Philippmes, I have r,rs

existenti 1 threats _ lobal warming and Wltnesse~the ~ater challenges0 Fe

iIimate hange. On tOf the main areas try,[espeoally in many f~-flung ea
ritically ffected by imate change is th cour~ al~ou&"ha tropical co
lobal rai fall cycle, suIting in less rain, 10tf.~ram, ISfaong water challe es:
ore dr ghts and treme rain events, .v~at~r r~sources m~nagem t.

ijringing ith them ometimes more de Phijippmes1s.complexglVenth~ ti
struction than blessi gs. and overlapp~g ~angeoffunctio of

The cl se connecti n between the water releted a~~~oes in th~ country. e
.sis an the climat crisis was noted in Wat:r UtilitiesAuthority (LWU
e COP '1.7 summa statement and was Na~on~ Water Resources Bo
centralltheme in t s year's UN Wate ~ch ISan attached agt;!1-cy;::o~f~J~~~~~
onfere*e on Wate Day. While many ment ofEnvironment and Natur
laces in the world ave full access to (DENR),aretheprimary regulato . a
lean tap ater, in m y others, this acces- _ for water service providers in c
ibility is imited and rlmost nonexistent. Apjrrt from th~ m:o regul~to

In celebration of ~ternationai Water there are34entitieswith functio
ay, let ~e tell you w Israel made the bilitiesin the water sectorofthe
esert bl ?m. Because of the abovementi

Israel is a model country for water l~nge,there is a current push in
anage~nt, which s ed from ecessity. tive branch of the government
alf ~f 0 country i desertlands. It has ~efartment of Water R~source th

EiXpenencd extreme ater scarcitywith the integrate allofthese functions. w

~

ap betw n .itswater emand and supply, highlighted i.nthe first .Stateof ti
1, 2015 rea~ng one lion cubic meters. dress of President Ferdinand M

For thft reason, e developed water said that this 'will address the II • cal
pertise r,t alllev~ls. rael is well-known for freshwater supply in the'phi' p:

~

a Start Up Nation. ater technologies The Embassy of Israel m ill
i on~ of t e leading Ids of cutting-edge been an acti.v.e ally o~ the ili
S lutions of the Isr Ii companies. We Government m promoting wa

~ve the rhost adva I ed water systems i~ovations and technologies. F

$
than a undance of &Dand innovative two years, Israel has been a par

t chnolo ies. One e ample is the treat- Philippine Water Challenge,
ent and cycling of ewage. Israel holds rently serves as a platform for
world r cord in thi field, with 95 per- pioneering innovative solutions e and

c n~of itlswastewate being treated from a~cessto water supply and sanit .0 . sra-
Vf~ch al ost 90 perc nt is used again in el ss~pport~oughknowledgeexc ge,

~

r1CUltu e. Today, t country produces technic~lassistance, an? capaci te lop-
2 perce~ rnore wate than it needs. ment will further provide new a ms

Anoth y field in .ch Israel holds a of ~ater security, water manag e and
. orld re lidis the pre ention ofwater loss a WIderange of sustainable sol tio
~ urban ystems, To y, the water losses Through MASHAY,Israel's en
~~the National Water ystem are less than International Development Co er
3 percent and the aver ge in the municipal the Embassy is working on a 0
infrastructure is less 10 percent. exchange program to share 0 e

Seawaier desalina on (which supplies en~f with key water agencies an wi
t~day mOje than 70 p cent of our domes- le~¥,lativebranch through the tI se
~ needs)'1t~e ~s~ of? ackish water in ag- mittee on Climate Change. It 1 i

jcul~re'frp Ifn~a~ , the development success factors and. the enablin p . ies,
o agncul ral vaneti that consume less stnictures, mecharnsms and te TO .es

ater, .an even the xtraction of water that helped Israel advance w er ctor
f110mair, I ere all dev loped in Israel. As reforms and innovative solutio an t ch-
a~I0I:al hub ~f Innov "on, Israel believes nolo~es. We hosted (and will ost re)

I
t.a~innovative solu ons to the w~ter Israeli w~ter comp~es and org niz for

c SlSshould be a cen al part of deahng the busmess to busmess mee' s.
ith clim~e change a d water problems. -

T ~ ~echn l.0gyhas t come with proper
p E-c1esa 9- regula:.;:ti::.:·oClf'-~ ",-,-~~_~...Ij
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in an ffort to support access topo bl
ater, the Israeli Embassy donated Is eli
ade water filtration units to typ
.cken 'jU"easin Bohol and Dinagat i

mber 2021, to the indigenous comm
Nueva, Ecija, and to the Dumagat tri e i
avao. The portable water filtration u .t i
eal for use in far-flung areas with Ii j te
cess to clean and safe drinking ter.
addition, the embassy has condu d a

ater management seminar for local ov-
mment units in Mindanao. We are e er
d work with relevant partners to em ate
t on a naj:ionallevel.

In a water Forum recently held at
nvention Center in Pasay City, P
nt Marcos said that the Philippine

a learn from Israel on how to reuse e
op of water. He visited a booth pres

i 'IsraeU technology of water purifica
a d desalrnation) implemented in

ilippinss. Mr. President, Israel is re
t n willing to extend help to see w ter-

eficit areas in the Philippines finally av-
i t acces~ to clean potable water, Ii ·rg
t eir glasses, and saying cheers! L'ch im!

* * *
Ilan Fluss IS the Israeli Ambassador t

~ h ·li1!P.indl"-. ~~-~~~-~+lI--i
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ij:y must chart If
dn water use -

H

Ol\TS,United States (AFP)
- UN secretall!:.~en~ral Antonio Guterres
on Friday deli e ed an urgent call for the
world to modi I and safeguard water re-
sources to aver' onflict and ensure future
global prosper'

Water is "t 't most precious common
good," and "n' ds tp be at the center of
the global po J ica I agenda," Guterres

I said at the end, h a three - day UN confer-
-'~
II •

manity III
water uso

w
N chie

ence that a
promise.

"All Ofhlmanity,s hopes for~e future
depend, in orne way, on charti g a new
Science-bas, d course to bring e water
action agen a to life," Guterres aid.

"Now i~ he time to act."
The WOr~ldis not on track tOlmeet its

2030 water oals, including acce s
to safe drin ing water and sanital- ~ 6

chart new course
UN chief 1~

rail.
terres earlier in th

desc~ibed water as hum
"life lood" ahd said its "v
overc nsumption'' had "bro

water cycle" and led to more
disasters.

NGOs, governmentls a
private sector offered reanl

. commitments before ~'nd

the
700

ring

Instit,u, te 'in~ltank' adding that
about at' d Ir are going to have
substantia mp ct."

Despit I his "these voluntary
cornrnitrn ts re a good start,"
he told AF ref~rring in particular
to a projec I edli y Germany on the'
managem t I? the Niger River
basin whi tqt ches nine nations
in Africa.

(PIE~ nf y surprised'
(j 'I'It's p b<l:~y the part of the

world that ~ t~1 most fragile, and
where we' I st~ ting to see actual
violent con .ct I ver water between
different g I up II II he said.

But at t gll allevel, the issue
of water" i I hu e problem and one
conference ~ 9 t going to do it,"
Iceland ad , f eading for annual
conference n ater.

"You he I all t of pledges," Stu-
art Orr of ' F, ld AFP. "But this
feels some w 'I ite different."

While i ,'isl ot all rosy," Orr
added, "a I' 0 the commitments'
that have bin I ade this week are
very good." I If '

He said w~ "pleasantly sur-
prised," in ar~, at the variety of
institutions I nd:1 rganizations now
talking abo w'11!er.

"This is e I' not going away.
The water ssu I is only going to
get worse. I d .lthink that's why
everybody i Ita' ing to feel maybe
now really i I' he

J
',me to get going, II

Orr said. I
The co ' r ~ce pleaded for

J'Guterres to , pOi t a UN special en-

tural

voy for wa e' , which the secret ry- (
general sa s is under considera on.'

Withou dedicated UN ag ncy
or global tr ty, "water has no h me
here at th N," said Henk 0", nk,
water env of the Netherla ds,
which was co-organizer of] the,
conference

In 2p20/ 0 billion people ere
still w~tho~ safe drinking w ter,
and 3.? bi lion lacked acces to
~afely J" an ed s~n~tation servi es,
includi g 4 4 million who ha to
relieve hel elves in the open, c-l ' .cordin to e latest figures c -
piled by th N-Water website.

At 11ast '0 billion people d
water ,I;0n a inated with fe,
and 2.3 billio] lack basic sanita
service~-cp ditions conduciv
the spread f cholera, dysen
and polio. . I' .

While ell ate change
droughts mdr frequent and inte
UN climate, perts (IPCC) also e*i-
mate thrt a ut half of the wor 's
pOPula~ton t ffers from "seve e"
water s ort~ es during at least rt
of the y ar.

A yo ng
Moonen, ad
as if Sht w
year 20 o.

She uggel' ted that the sum
could b '. a ph otal moment for wa-
ter man' gerh nt "to become m
sustain±le, Ie uitable and just t
ever before.'

"Thi~ is It
Don't forgett
delegrte~.

sutch woman, Antek
essed the confere ce
e speaking from e
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,ledges ranged fro the construction of
toi ts to the restorati 1J1. of 00,000 kilome-
ter (186,400 miles) of degr ded rivers and
m sive areas of wetl I)ds.

ess than a third )~th commitments
ha e funding, said Carle Iceland of the
W ld Resources Insti te ink tank, add-

that about a thir 'are going to have
stantial impact." J
espite this, "thes vol ntary commit-

me .ts are agood start," e toldAFP, referring
in articular to a proje led by Germany on
the Imanagement of e Niger River basin
w ch touches nine na ons1Africa.

'Pleasantly ur~rised"
, t's probably the p rt of the world that

is t e most fragile, an wh re we're start-
ing 0 see actualviols t conflict over water
bet een different gro ps," he said.

t at the global lev t th~. ssue of water
huge problem and ne c nferenceisnot
g to do it," Iceland ~dde , pleading for
al conferences on ate.

'liou hear a lot of ledg s;" Stuart Orr

TIT! :

umanity mus Ilart
wcourse on lWIolter

N~~eSe:t.!!~on~gen~t fe,"Cuterres
General ntonio Guterres on said. "Now ~t time to act."
Friday d livered an urgent call . The wor ~ i ot on track
for the ~qrld [to modify and to meet its 403 water goals,
safeguar water resources to including a 'res 0 safe drink-
avert co . [ct'1densure future ing water 1station for all.
global p~$per~ty. Guterres arl r in the week

Water is "the most pre- described 'Iter humanity's
cious c mmon good" and "lifeblood" d id its "vam-
"needs t be ~t the center of piric overc ns ption" had
the glob I pol~tical agenda," "broken th wa r cycle" and
Guterres said ~t the end of a led to more a r disasters.
three-da UN conference that NGOs, ov ments and
experts s id held a measure of the private cto ffered near-
promise. ly 700co Po I ts beforeand

"All a umanity's hopes during therr~ days of the
for the fu re depend, in some UN gatheri g drew some
way,on artin a new science- 10,000 parti ipa s.
based co~:seto ring the water rn to Page 4
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. "But this feeLssome

t all rosy," Orr added "a
ents that have 'beenm de
good."

s "pleasantly surpris
riety of institutions nd
talking about water.

ot going away. The w ter
to get worse. And I th nk
body is starting to el
is the time to get goin ,"
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modify and
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he global
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Weare
draining

humanity's
lifeblood

thr ~gh vampiric
ove onsumpnon

~nd
nsustainable

; use,and
vaporating it

t rough global
heating.

~r -l£l.ily I
.JLnLJUnt~

WITHOUTFEAR ,', WITHOUT rAVOR I'
--I

Water is humanity's lifeblood. '
From ihe foodwe eat. Tothe eco,sysJ~Irufll
d biodiversity that enrich our worl . T I
e prosperity that sustains nations.

I Tothe economic engines of agriCUJ~I.u.I:1'1I1
I anufac~uring and energy generatio . T

o health, hygiene and survival itse f
Water is a human right - and a co 0

developmentdenominator to shape a ette
~ture. I

But water is in deep trouble.
We a~e draining humanity's life 00

trough vampiric overconsumptio an

fsustainable .use, and evaporat g
t ough global heating.

We'vebroken the water cycle, de tro
~nd contaminated groundwater.

Nearly three out of four natural
to water, -

One in four people liveswithout s
ervice~ or clean drinking water.
eople lack basic sanitation.

Half a billion practice open defec
And millions of women and girls pe

ay fetching water.
I see Ifourkey areas to accelerate ~es

~JiM~e,--,p:,...re~~ntsituation. II

First-; closingth "VVatermanagementgap.
Government must develop and

implement plans that ensure equitable
water access for all people while conserving
this precious reso Ice.

Am I alsocallon untriestoworktogether
across borders to j . tly manage water.

One of my pro i~est achievements as
Prime Minister of ortugal was signing the
AlbufeiraCorwenti ~on water management
with Spain 25 ye ago.

r

The Conventio still iaforce today.
Wesee similar itiatives in Boliviaand

Peru and elsewhe'. t
. And I urge all I e~ber S' tes to join and

I implement the UN Water COIW~tIon.
Second massively investi in water and sanitation

systems.
i The pro osed SDGStimulus d reforms to the global

[financial f' chitecture aim to lcrease
l

investment in
sustainabl development.

Interna ~onal financial ins~ t tions $hould develop
creative w ,ys to extend fman ing and accelerate the
re-allocati n of Special Drawl Rights. I

And M tilateral Developme t Banks should continue
'expanding their portfolios on ater and sanitation to
'support co I tries in desperate eed. I
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ecosystems

hours every

and change

I on resilience, .
age this 21st-century eErgency with

In another age. This me investing in
pipelines, wates-delivery ructure,
reatment plants.
ways to recycle and co erve wazer, It
d biodiversity-smart fo systems that
emissions and 'water us .

i:Ulj:Illll\~!>Lling in a new global info ation system
needs in real time. It eans covering

the world with early w . systems
s climate or weather e nts.

loringnewPlllbliC-Priv~partnerships

addressing climate cha e.
and a sustainable wate future are two

e coin.
, no effort to limit globalwarming to 1.5

id deliver climate justice to deve oping

a moment to lose. ~
. e and act u~)()nthe al importance

world's sustainability a d as a t )01
international, eo-operat on.

001:)
retary-Generals nnnarks at the UnitedNatimiS

wnc4'I~~March2023, T··
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President F dinand R. Marcos Jr.'s recen st

about a dow flayed water crisis during he
6th Edition 0 the Water Philippines Conti re
Exposition w s a reality check.

"I was ver urprised in the past years, ev
senator, even s a governor, that no one w s
about water roblems. Whereas every si gle
community a d even some rural communi ies
Philippines h d a water crisis," the Pre sid nt id.

Truth be t ld, billions of people around fh world
have no acce s to safely managed drinkin ~ ~ r. As .
a global prob ert, water constraint afflicts de loped
and developin countries like the Philipp in s.

According 01 water. org statistics, of the co
109 million p pulation, 57 million people 1 ck ccess
to a reliable, ~fely managed source of wat, He 9
million Filipi~ * are enduring unimproved, ns .e and
unsustainable water sources. I

Global num ers show more than a fourth, 2.1 illion
out of 7.5 bH~(j)npeople worldwide, still 1 ck afely
managed drin ing water. Rapid population DO and
poor governa e in putting up the neces ary ater
supply infrast cture and systems to meet t e g wing
demand for w er of a rapidly increasing op ation
have been bla ed fOE the global water sho ag

When the ief Executive said that h "
emphasize e ough the importance of t e

DATE

"Mrfirtaging
the c~nlntry's
water resourc
and respondi
to tJu.rcurrent
enVirOll,men
clta/JJ.mges
throUro#t a
COTtCEI'I1ted '
goverirlment
ejjonlls bejitti
ojtlul'1~ Marc
Workir Water
Day c~l.ebra.
the1ffl!rd 'Leavi
no Ollie bllhind. '
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. situation here in the Philippines and ho it
daily'lives, it should bring us back to the ~e
powerful ater is in connecting every a per

Quoting from a BYJU study: "All th bi
processes vyhiqh occur in plants and an'
surroundi gs, etc. require water to f nc
required ~,r the existence of life on ea h
essential dmponent of all biological ro
cannot im gine our lives without the pr
water."

Given th around 1 in 10 Filipinos sti I d not have
. access to lprov~d water sources, Ma cos r, made
. an apt cal 0 take an urgent collective ste I towards

attaining' ter security and providing s fe, dequate,
affordable and accessible drinking at for the

. people.
Among t ~ many other rights, water (a

main const tiient of Earth's hydrosphere)
is one, too. yone and anywhere we are,
the water ight is undebatable because
that inor anic compound with the
chemical ~ rmula H20 - a transparent,

r tastel~ss, o~rless, and .nearly colorless
chemical s stance - IS an extremely
important source that we cannot live
without.
. With the President's approval of an

Executive tder creating the Office of
Water Man gement, it is hoped that the
inadequate d intermittent water supply
in rural are ,low-income urban cities, an th
urban cente - Metro Manila - will be a thi ~

Managi ~ the country's water re ou
responding ~o the I current environment J c
through a onoerted government .effor is
of the 22 arch World Water Day celebr fio
"Leaving ru bne behind."

Now tha the OWM is born, may th gornance
issues and i ~ffi~ie~cies of government-m na d water
utilities res lting in poor access to adequa e a quality
water be b ried with the sorrows of people ho have
no choice b t to put up with waterless h m .

fects our
yofhow
of life.
hemical
als, our

on. It is
it is an

sses. We
ence of

oremost
he past.
es and

allenges
efitting
themed
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The Quezon Cilty'Climate Change

and En,Vironme~"al susta. ina,bilityDepartment has een named one
of the country's 1 fding water and
environment ch pions during the
WorldWater Day hilippines Award
2023.

CCESD"HellXi eaA. Villaroman
received the Wat ~ Warrior Award
for Advocacy Le ership tduring a
-ceremony organiz by the Maynilad
Water Service Inc., National
Water Resource Board, and the
Department of rlvironment and
Natural Resource .

"This recognitfn is a testament
that the city's in tiatives in water
conservation ave positively
impacted the live bf our ~esidents.
We are working Iclosely with our
partners and stakeholders to develop
more programs ~o ensure water
sufficiency for ~Citizens in the
future," Mayor Jo ,Belmonte said.

The mayor h r elf was also a
recipient of the ard in 2021.

According to \j'illaroman, the
city already lau idhed iIll 2019 its
Responsible Wat r Use Campaign
which involved stakeholders in
water conservati meas res.

oo
LOWER

trengthened
s cause by

I urn to all city'
arangays to
and promote
agement, ,

deliberately!
ey are also in I
are included
hanced Local,
ion Plan, the
mework and
ction.
ot immune to
insufficiency
low-income
an said.

r connections
cological risks,
establishment

, g sanitation
nd city-owned
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Wtlol -of-nation
spill fressed in

e ongoing resp se op_· and health worsen b
era ions and strengt ning of Officeof Civil Defens
var us government gencies' trator and NDRRMC
joi efforts in addre ~ing the director Ariel Nepom en
irn cts of the oil spill from the Reporting updat ~ 0
sub erged MT Princes I£mpress operations, the PhiliP~ine
in ienralMindoro we empha, Guard presented the I est
size during the Natio . Disas1 in s of a remotely e ted
ter sk Reduction and anage- ve~icle from a Japane e sel
men Council (NDR )'S full that arrived in the co nt on
cou il meeting, attend by 45 Monday.
gov nment agencies, Camp Reports said that t ~t
Agu aldo on March 23 suffered extensive st c

U ehave further mo ·1zed all damage before submer n
ncerned agencies 0 help oil leaks"were observed ro
e oil spill at the s onest its eight compartments or t

time ossible.Thedama e to the The volume of the rein . in
enviJ1nment, livelihoo~ t urism in these compartments

orca rh SO"'
I~RM(:me

be detennined.
The »n spill has affecte 1 at

least 94,553fami ies in Mimaropa
and the Wester Visayas as well
as the livelihoo of 13,654 fis ier-
men and farmer .

The ,affectedj families were
more than P13I Jrnillionin assis-
tance frqmthe national and I cal
governrl'lents, n n-governm.a-j
organizGltionsan other partners.

The Departm nt of Environ-
ment and Nat ral Resources
presented durin the meeting its
oil spill environ ental mpa t
assessm~mt as ell as u oda es
on the DlENR'sca h-for-work for
cleanup (~)eratio s.

National Disaster ISk Reduction and Management C
Office of Civil De e se adl"'inistrator'Ariel Nepomu
meeting at Camp uinaldo on March 23.
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With t e insurance coverage
of the sunken MT Princess
Empres facing a snag due to
controv rsy surrounding its
authori to travel, the Phil-
ippine qast uard (peG) has
sought he a sistance of the
Interna ional Oil Pollution
Cornpe satio (IOPC) Funds
to boos the ountry's efforts
in clean ng u the oil spill.

In a state ent on Friday,
the PC ~aid ~twill seek help
from th IOPC Funds to help
speed u the acquisition of its
own rer otely-operated vehi-
cles (RO s),

It c ted ow the ROV
Hakuyo relea ed by the Jap-
anese yna ic Positioning
Vessel :tyn ichi Maru was
able to mme iately pinpoint
the loca ion 0 the sunken oil
tanker 9der the waters off
Naujan n Oriental Mindoro
provinc .

The J ~ane e ROVwas also
able to 9nfir that oil leaks
were obs !fed rom all its eight
compart ients, containing
900,000 f ind ktrial fuel oil.

The I PC unds are made
up of '0 int1rgovernmental

, organiza i?ns, the 1992 Fund
and the 003 Supplementary
Fund Pr t?col" which provide
compens ~iQnfor oil pollution
damage' ~suldng from spills
of persis e t oi from tankers. ,

The Hip ines country
acceded a the IOpC Funds in

~
PAGE
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Humanit
"Now is theltime to act.".
The world i~ ot on track 0 meet .

its 2030 wate goals, in uding
access to safe drinking wa rand
sanitation for ~II. I

Cuterres ea~lfer in the w ek de-
scribed water as hiunanitys "lif lood"
and said its "vatppiric overco sump-
tion" had "brok~? the water C}'i e" and
led to more natftaI disasters.

NGOs, govel(lments and e pri-
vate sector Offe~d nearly 70 com-
mitments befor jlnd during three
days of the UN, gathering th drew
some 10,000 P icipanrs,

Pledges ran~d from th
struction of t ilets to th
toration of 3q ,000 kilo eters
,(186,400 miles) of degraded fivers
and massive areas of wetlan $.

Less than a tho d of the co rnit-

I RATEGIC

LMMUNICATION
D

ITIATIVES

RVICE

ments have funding said Charles Ice-
land ofthe orld Resources Institute
think tank,idding that about a third
"are going t have shbstantial impact."

Despite this, "these voluntary
commitrne ts are a good start," he
told Agenqe Fradce-Presse, refer-

. ring in paq~.cular ~o a project led by
Ger~aJ?Y 0 the mbagement of the
Niger River asin which touches nine

nations intca. •

'Pleasa tly surprised'

. "It's probabl the part of the world
that is the ~st fr~gile, and w,here
we're startin to see actual violent
conflict over ater etween differen't
groups, " he Sf' d.' I .

But at the global level, the issue
of water "isa ' uge Jroblem and one
conference i not ~oing to. do. it,"
Iceland adde r pleading for annual
conferences 0 water,

"You hear Io.t of ledges," Stuart
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at the end of a tliree-da
e that experts Il,aid hel. , ~
:romlse. .

nity;s hopes for I~lie fjJtur
e way, on chartl 19 a ne
curse to bring I:Ele~ater;
a life," Cuterres said.I >W1aterA.3

ing away. The
g to get worse.
everybody is
w really is the

3.6 billi n lacked access to safely
managed anitation servies, indud.
ing 494 ilIion who hac to relieve.
themselv s in the open, according
to the lat t figures compi led by the
UN-Wate website.

At least billion people drink wa-
fer conta inated with feces, and 2.3
billion lac basic sanitatic n services
.-. conditi ns conducive to e spread
of cholera, dysentery and polio, .

While Iimate change makes
droughts ore frequent an ~ intense,
JlJ.I,J dimat experts (IpeC) also es-
t.imate that about half of u e world's
Illolpulation uffers from "severe" water
shortages d .ng at least part (Ifthe year.
i ~youn Dutch worna I, Aniek
Moonen, ad ressed the conference as if
she Weres aking from the year 2050.

i)he sug ested tha the summit
Cii>uldbe a ivotal momen, for wa-
ter manage ent "to become more
sustainable equitable and just than
ever before. ' AFP

--- ----.---+---~



_III

~ )flanila ~imt

-affec
=-: 'I~---.....-.,jl-.~~-t"'-411'~''-=,-

ca claim
MAPAN cITY: Residents affectedbythe il

I spill from Mfr Princess Empress that sa Ie
... in the waterf of Naujan, Orien~aI.Mind~.0

can Iedamage cla~~s~om the vessels insurance
co any, Orient~I MIndoro Gov. HumerIi 0
Dol r said on ~riday.

Do or in a social medi post
said at a first claims 0 'ce or

~ claim caravan will be set u at the

,
I

comp y's nearest claims oJce.
The amount of compen~tion

might ary and would depe d on
the evi lence presented and 0 the
assess ent of the representa e of
the ins ranee company.

Kore n Coast Guar
to he p contain oil spill

A Korej, Coast Guard Response
Team i set to arrive on Mar 28
to help n cleaning up the oi pill

-

.in Oriental Mindoro. ,O~~ sets of peril mal pr ective
"OnMonday, the South Koreanr- uipmentand a l,DOO-rne rspill

pens will arriveat the headquarter's f oom by the first week of ril to
the Philippine Coast Guard (PeG ," e used in the oil spill dea up,
PCG spokesman Rear Admiral - Meanwhile, th~! United States
mand Balilosaid on Saturday. . g vernment pledgl~l an add tional

'They will make an evaluati q PIO-million in aid for the M' doro
and, hopefully, they could al 0 I spill cleanup.
offer a final solution and an R Balilo said the second I el of
(remotely 'Operatedvehicle) to e d e operation is underway, hich
this problem," he added. s plugging the 23 areas f the

The PCG is expecting the ~ - nken MT Princess Empre 5 that
rival of 20 tons of sorbent pad, e ks oil using an ROV.

FRANCO JOSE C. BARON

Provincial Capitol Compound in
Barangay Camilmil on Mon ¥,
March 27, 2023.
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Dolor's post added that individ-
uals, corporatioi or gov mment
agencies can file damag claims
under various categori s that
include coastal l:Jeanup nd pre-
ventive measurest econo ic loss
.to those in fisheries and marine
culture; economic loss t those
in the tourism SII!c1or,an related
usinesses and property d mages.
It said that if IlIDclear .on is

ken on the claims after30 ys,the
aimants can contact the i urance
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Famili s in Pinamalayanl Oriental Mindoro
rare havi g a hard time prpviding for school
fees and he daily expense of their children,
proving t at livelihood and ood provisions are
not the y challenges fa ing residents as a
result of he oil spill.

Seve communities as f: as ~atangas face
devastati after the sunken Prirzcess Empress
has been eaking its oil carg off ~e neighboring
town of ~an for roughlya onth now.

Accor ing to the Muni~.pal Disaster Risk,
Reducti and Managemen Office of Oriental
Mindoro~ 23 coastal bar ngays, or 30,000
families variousmunici alities have been
heavily fected by the dis tar.

On day, Senator Risa Hontiveros faced
affecte residents of Plinanl.alayan who
clamore for financial ass.~tance in addition
to relief goods, as most of hem said they did
not have any money after t eir only livelihood
from fis ing was snatched from them by the . 19 starts Mmlday
floating ollutants. riental Mindoro G

"Unti when can the gove nment support us, r on Saturday ann unced
how Ion can it feed us? e need jobs since compensation claims for the
we don't ow how long th oil spill will last, " by the oil spill in his p ovince
Marites Sagul, a resident f Pinamalayan and It Monday,27 March.
Wifeof fisherman, told S n. Risa Hontiveros , he said, the proce lng of
who visi ed the hardest-hi towns. ake a few weeks to a onth,

The s nator replied that he government will ' patience an unders anding
do its b st to provide temporary jobs for the ents.

-=fi=ls;,;;;h;.;;;e.::.;rm~1~w;.;;h;;;o....:w~e::..;:r...:;;.e..:;idl=e..::d-tb4y-=t::..:h+e--=c.Lat.::..::a=st.::..::r--=o!::.-ph:;;,;;e.::..:.__ -.:::..:~~~~p:.~rfo~lk~in~v..:..:a=n-=·ousmunic palities

et widespread
elihood and food,prob ems i
nd education have e erged,
ouseholds that depen ed on
money to give their c . dren

for school"? cash-for-workprogra must
continue," on i eros told reporters.

Further, she aid, residents were orried
about the I ng of the containment rocess
fearing tha it .ght be like' the, Guim ras oil
spill that I te our years.

"Weare I g on the introduction of new
technology 0 s ed up the process," s e said.

Bernie :~n in, president of Sa ahang
Mandarag t Banilad in Pinam layan,
meanwhile sa suing the operator of the
MT Prine press, RDC Reield arine
Services, i bei considered.
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ect I 500 per
day per family from the insurer f t tanker,

More than 32,000 resid nts of the
municipalities of Calapan, PIa,
Pinamalayan, Bongabong, Bulalac 0,
Roxas, Bansud and Gloria in Orie ta
Iwere affected.

'I'he calls for aid· were ba ke
Bukluran ng Mangingisda sa B tan
expressed solidarity with the fis en

.raising the alarm over the traj to
lick which was moving west an
o Batangas due to the shifts in

by the
, who
while

of the
wards

at tern.

Survey completed
.MeanwhiIe,rthe operator of the stmkEln

DC Beield Marine Services, said' a
tHeremotely operated vehicle it U4'<\~ "'l'~~
begun its inspection of the vessel and

les where the industrial oil is seep
"The at-sea response continu s

OV Having completed its survey 0 th
ec~. Experts have identified poi ts

. trickling out of thevessel, and spe
quipment is being mobilized t t
dat Skin Nicki Maru to help iti
91Iution," the company said on S tu

It ~dded that "the suggeste can-up.
t chniques by the independe t 0 I spill

ert International Tanker Owne s P lution
ederation Limited, including igh- lume
ushing and high-pressure washing of ~f ected

a eas, were being implemented in .ental
indoro."
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T-ime to
collect 0
in slick

UPM I
Calmer seasand larger slie

.should be taken as an opport nity
to collect the oil in slicks near he
sunken tanker using booms d'
skimmers and ramp up c1ea~up
efforts to prevent the oil from

spreading further.

BY DAN NAVARRO
@(tribunephCdbn

The University of the Philipp es
-l\Iarine Science Instituteon day
nlght proposed.oil collectionalo the
ocean surface east ofOriental . oro
due to a possiblesightingofanothe oil
slick southeast of the province.

Measuring162.6square kilome rs,
the second oil slick is much la ger
than the 37.84square kilomete oil
slick reported much nearer to he
~pected location of the sunken !y1T
nincess Empress, citinga report om
the Uriited States' National Oce .c
a~d Atmospheric Administratio a
day earlier.

They compared the size of he
newer discovered oil slick to the ize
of Quezon City.

UP-MSI said that the format on
o~ thick oil along the ocean fl or
was still due to calmer seas and he
weakening of nprtheasterly wi s,
which the Philippine Atmosphe •c,
Geophysical and Astronomi al
Services Administration called he
end of the Amihan season. I

"Calmer seas and larger sli ks
should be taken as an opportuni to
collectthe oilinslicks near the s en
tanker usingboomsand skimmers
rarp up cleanup efforts to prey nt
th~ oil from spreading further," -

I MSI said.
Combiningthe reported meas d

oil, UP-MSIestimated 162.60squ e
kilometers of oilpossiblyspilled alo
the ocean stretch east of Orien al
M' doro.
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• tales toll on biqdiyersity

ANOll'~AKlD<Ilbfiesdead01 a 00 on~! shore0/ Baril19aJ
Misong,PolI,OrientaiMindoro.IIIllGUlIW.~

31 )o~UKAN LMAY~GA I I communities do survive to a post- have an adverse impact on both mpair their physi- 'Once the oil is already there,seagrass can
spill state, the scar remains,' he plantsand animals, including those ologicalfuncti ns,' Sadaba told the one option is natural attenuation,

HE sinking of MT Prinf~S I
said. that occur in rjY shores. BUSINESSMI, OR in a telephone Allow the ecosystem's natural re-

Greenpeace has been campaign- 'R6ckyshores regener¥lymore interview on arch 17, covery,' he said.

Empress off the coast of auj ing against fossil fuel and has wit- exposed to wavfS tbat can bo;h Anotherm hanism, he said, is 'There's a saying that once the,
nessed its catastrophic impact, in- spread and break up oi!' The oil

Oriental Mindoro, on Februa
the chemical t icity of oil that can oil is there, the best.action is 'no

cluding some of the most devastat- coats and suffoCiitts the animals give rise to tbe tbal and sublethal action." he said.

caused a massive oil spillJ . ing destructive oil spills in bistory. and plants that ire attached to or effectsoftheq that can cause im- The daily tidal flushing, he said,
"Ihe extent and severity of an grow on the rocks. Oil can remain painnent of s ies, including the is powerful and can clean tbe oi!'

scent of the 2006 Guima ·as 0 1 oil spill depend on many things, for years in cracks and crevices as a ability to breat e naturally. 'All you have to do is to collect
all of wbich work in combination tarry residue. Rock pools often ac- Tbe chang in the ecology pri- the oil being removed by tbe tidal
to cause t~e eventual documented cumul.te oil,' be explained. marily because of the loss of key flus bing.' Sadaba said.
impact,' he said. Lik1pebblebea\hes,sandybeach- organisms in t at' community arid This can be done by making

• Horsman, a marine biologist es, whicb is know; in many coastal the possibility f a takeover of ep- booms to collect tbe oil goingin and
witb degrees from Newcastle Uni- mas affected b the oil spill in portunistic sp ies on tbe babitat out of mangrove forests, seagrm

Nearlya ontb afterits sinking, are at risk of demta!ion. I . versity and Portsmouth Poly tech- Mindoro are expeoted to take itstoU can also cause odiversity loss. beds and even coral reefs. •
tbeill-fated essel which ••ucar- AI.f',",-~b~'r<h' nic, is an international campaigner for the long haul, h<! said, as the oil Asoneortwo rganismsarelost,
ryiog 800,0 a liters of indu!;trial affectedareasaret~e angro~for- at the forefront of advocacy on coats t&e beach. l . the food chain i disrupted, whiclt Do'sand don'ts
oil continue to cause havoc, tak- ests, seagrass beds d cora tbat environmental and peate issues The oil, he sai , can cause suf- canalso lead tot e mass extinction THE UPV has come up witb a series
ingitstollo tbe ricb biodiversity are important ecosy em-bui ding in different countries for over 2S focation as there are many differ- ofspeciesintbe fected ecosystem. of public advisories on how to best
ofcoasnl a marine ecos:/s terns species that keep thl coastal and years. Hehas led Greenpeace teams ent animals tbat live in burrows in 'There are ot er indirect effects remove oil in coastal areas.
in the affect d towns. marine environm~t ~ealthY'k in response to a number of otber tbe sand, again, depending on the like the loss of e habitat, or tbe Some of the 'guidelines' aim to

Anestima ed 20,000 liters ofin- Last Tuesday's n report id oil spills including the 1994/95 type offand. I shelter.andcon quentelimination reduce the risk of disaster--essen-
dustrialoilfr mtbes;nke;;-~nker tbat oii";lick h1Sa~dyreted spills from pipelines in the Rus- 'Oil can penetra\esucb burrows,' of ecologically-i portant species,' tially oil's lethal effect on health
are seeping 0 t of the vessel. Verdelsland,threate ngthe erde sian Arctic and tbe BP Deepwater he said. Sadaba said. and the environment-while en-

So far it as already affected Island Passage (VIP), a regioJ de- Horizon in 2010. Mudflats and salt marshes, be suring that tbe process will not do
nearly amilli n hectares of roastal scribed by scientists 'the world's said, are a.lso notspred by oil spills, Oilspill respons more harm.
areas in 10 t wns of the province center of marine biod 'Highlyto~c'ersity,10ne including the species that feed on ACCORDING to daha, responders In removing oil, the UPV Task

of Oriental indoro, one in the of the most productiv ecosys ms ACCORDING to Horsman, the ex- these important ecosystems, like to the oil spill sh Id be very careful Force bighlighted the need to iden-

Antiquepro . ce and two tOWI.Sin in the world which pports the tent of severity of the oil spill also JIligratory birds. in removing oil. tify duly accredited waste collectors,

Palawan prov ceo livelihood of over 2 ni lion people. , depends on the type of oil spilled Mudflats and salt marshes are He said that 0 ce oil has started and of a dump site for collected oil

The affect d Oriental Mincoro
Long-term negati~

into the environment. much s~IJer and the movement of to coat mangrov , corals and sea- and oil-linked debris:

towns are Na jan, Pola, Pinnnal- pact 'Whether it is light or heavy oil; the wate much Sl0ter. grass, their deat becomes inevi- For health and safety reasons,

akayan, Glo a, Bansud, lie ng- DEPENDING on tbe s verity, the whetber it is a product oil [after re- The oil spreads urtberand can table, but !'his ca be minimized by tbe collected oil and oil-soaked de-

abong, RoX4s, ansalay, Bul,,1<:ao long-term economit r.m on- fining] and what type of product it stay in such areas for long periods: properly removin theoi!. bris should be sealed and properly

and Calapan; gutaya and 1altay mental impact of oi spills an is. Generally, product oils are more he noted. In mangrove ~ eas, sapUngsand disposed of.

in Palawan; a Caluya in Antique. never be overemPhti ed. MOr of toxic tha,n crude oils,' he said. Hors~an added +a! mangroves seedlings are like I toperishifthey Forcleanup workers, the UPY laid

tbe time, oil has Ie h effect on Ligbt oils have more volatile and coral reefs can s fferextensive are heavily coatJ . He noted that the local government unit should

Stateofca~ the environment and it will ~ke . chemicals that evaporate and/or damagefromoilspiJls.Heexplained bigger mangrove could also die provide supply to the workforce, and

POLAis one of he severelyaflected yms:or even decade , for ayf- are absorbed lnto the water, he said. that mangroves are eeosystems depending on th severity of the coordinate with the Department 01

towns, with tb health effect "f the feetedenvironmentlo ecover ck 'These are toxic but generally do wbere the wave acti~n is small and oil cover. Social Welfare and Development for

oil spill takin its toll on the com- to health. • not last as long in the environment theoi! ca~ spread muthfurther. This 'Once smaller ees are covered, cash for work program.

munity.Some Opeople have fallen But the extent a d seve ity as tbe heavier oils: he added. wave movement will rsult in suffo- the leaves will s Iy turn yellolV Cleanupworkersshouldbephysi-

Uland wm en to the ho:;p bl of oil spills can be c bione or On the other hand, heavy oils eating yo~ng mangrove shoots and after. week. Even ally, if its abil- cally fit, not suffering from respi-

after baving en exposed t) tbe minimized. are some of the most difficult oils burrowed animals, be said. ity to release the t is impaired ratory problems, and should be

oil's toxic sme . They experienred Paul Horsman of reenpe ce to deal witb, he said. because of the oil overing, then it prnvided with personal protective

nausea, heada land vomitillg told the BUSINESSMrOR tbrougb 'They stay muclrlonger in the en- Lethal e~ects . J will eventuaUy di 'he explained. equipment.

The whole ovince of Orimtal e-mail ••••• 01 '"', 'l vironmentandarenoteasilybroken DR.ResurrectionSa aba,chairman Sadaba explai d that remov- The UPVTask Force recommends

Mindoro has ~ placed un ler a aUy, when oil is spill into e down. The bunker [oil] is often an of the newly CrtateH special bsk ing tbe oil gently om the affected . manual removal of oil. and use of

state of cal ty; the same with environment, it has a impact on issuewi.tb shipping accident.; as it is force of tbe University 01 tbe Phil- mangroves, corals dseagrasswill commercially available or organic

Cduya in Anti e both the ecosystem r comm~i- the fuel of thJ ship and it's a heavy ippines Visayas (UPt,said oil has help them survive serbents.

LocaUy ma aged marine p :0- ties that Jive alongsi e nd wi In oil: Horsman explained. a lethal effect to mar e life and the However, in m t cases, he said Vacuum cleaning. sediment re-

tected mas- hicb are set .IS de the ecosystem. ' environment. natural attenuati or weakening working, vegetation cutting, re-

for conservati because of :heir 'Tbe impact is alwT negative . Effectson (oast~environments 'Pbysical smothering or cov- of its impact is best cure for moval, and application of solidifiers

importance as marine habitat- and, although the eccs stems and ACCORDING to Horsman, oil spills ering of mangroves, corals and oil spills. should be strictly prohibited.
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encouraged him to
join a seminar
about mangrove
conservation
In 2017. Now,
he works to
safeguard the
forest. He said
residents have also
stopped cutting
down trees. They
also realized how
the forest protects
the community during
stonns.

The forest is also crucial
In replenishing fish stock as
it acts a hatchery and home for
fingerlings, The community largely
depends on fishing, Including Slrnblante,
as yvell as construct.ion jobs.

Plant lite and blrd_tehlng
We explored the forest with Simblante, who pointed

out the different species of mangrove. The walkway,
which is about 300 meters long, was narrow, ]pCCkled
with green moss and, at this time, sprh\k ed with
tiiaments that had Iallen from white pagatpa bloom s.

The muddy forest floor, spiky with aerial roots, was
also sprinkled with filaments.

The poga/pal (Sonnerntia alba) is the dcminant '
among the 15 species found in Silonay. Othe~ species
include bakha'lb falaki (Rltizophora aplculatfJ)i
baktuuo boba. or loop-root mangrove (Rftizop/tora

mucronate)i api-api or Indian mangrove
(Avicennia oJflcinalis?; bungalo~ fr white
'mangrove (Avicennin marina); bUta-buta'
or milky mangrove (Exeo.earia "?tllIoch,,),
which excretes a poisonous, mn~ saPi and
diluario or holly-leaved acanthus (Ac"nthus
il/cifolius).

We passed by children swimming in one of the
waterways, showing orf by jumping from a fpofbridge.
A small crab, with a bright blue pattern Oil its back,
scurried to its hole, and a mudskipper hopped out of
the water. We took pictures of a group of jeWel bugs
with their striking iridescent gree" and gold ¢O\Oratlon
under a leaf. . I

The forest 15 home to two species of bats - the
long-tongued nectar bat and the musky fruit bat - and
five amphibian and reptilian species Including the
tokay gecko, the common puddle frog, and ~he glant
Visayan frog.

There are also recorded 29 species of birds, includlng
the Asian glossy starltng, the clamorous reed warbler,
t.he maya or chestnut munia, the orJental Insgpio
robin, the pled triller, the golden-bellied lIerygone,
the pied fantail, white collared klngfisller, the
yellow-vested bulbul, the kityawan or black-naped orlolo

and the tamsi or olive-backed
sunbl.rd. Seven of these are

endemic to the country
- the Philippine dtlck, the
white-eared bro~ dove,
tile Philippine coucal,
the .,hillpplne n1~h~ar,
the pygmy swiftlet, the
lemon-throated, leaf
warbler and the eelet.

Birdwatching Is
includod In th, list of
activities In Ute park,
lncom<>1!eneratinglX'Qjects
supported by O~, PATH
Foundation Phlyppines,
the city government of
Calapan and the proVincial
government of Oriental
Mindoro. They also sell
mangrove s e e dt ngs ,
hold mangrove .,lanting
activities during lo\\, tide,
ofter catering s~ryices,
manage a mini-grocery
store and souvenir shop
and facilitate kaya.king
during high tide. They
keep lukot or stingless
bees, whose honey they
harvest and sell.

At the end of the
walkway is a thr~e,L.ory
tower, where oIJeT~an
rest and have a good 'view
of the forest.

T
he mangrove forest was sparse whe I f"rrstlvisited

in 2016, hut now, seven years la r, tho trees
seemed to be thriving when we dr ped by on a
hot afterr oon of 21 March. r

The 8ilonay Mangrove Con valior and
Eco Park also sported a new re ePtiO~ haUl
constructud in 2021 with funds d~ ated I high

SChrOIstudents from a prize they won in ~.d nee f ntest.
The bamboo walkway; which was damage by t hoon
Noc -ten, local!)' called Nina, in December 2 16, ha been
replaced by a cor.crete one.

Sprawling 0.1 41 hectares, the park, whlc was
eatabltshed tt rough an amended Cit Fis eries
Ordinance in 2DII and opened on 13 No\ mbe~2013'
showcases one or the largest mangrove f rests n the
Oriental Mindoro. one of the two provinge on Mi rdorc
Isla~d' south of Luzon. It is one of sev~r 1 m~~rovc
fore t parks tlt,lt have recently cropped up 01 over
the hilippines. harnessing their tourist! pote uats
for onservaticn and environmental edl euon and
provtd1ng an al":emative source of income (or iocals
who gather mangrove wood.

The Iorest ere-slopes the sitio of Sing
baraf\8ay of Silonay in the northeastern coat
City, Oriental Mind oro's capital, It sits near I
Buca,yao-Silonay River, facing the Verdo I~I
and Tayablls Bay. \1

Local tales
A 'ocal folk .wry goes that the growth

mangrove trees was brought about by t
eruption of MOUT t Pinatubo in Central L~
in 19tU, ccvertng many areas In volcani~
nnd a~ earthquake in 1904, said to be strong-
the m0vinCe (thoJj!h this is not scientifiCll
conrl med). Thero are similar stories
othe places related to the Pinntubo 11~!r---:",b;:';-,,",,-:;;;'---
quakq, such as the story of agoho trees "l ~ r:::::
growihg abundallt~' In Anawangln Cove
in Zatnbales after the big eruption,

Bul locals haVl. been IlYing with the
mangrove forest (,,, " long time and have mle a I~;'ing
by cuttlng down l!.r~es to make into charco . In 000,
howe",.er, envlrorunental organization 0WO serva ion
Interm"tionai P;,iilpplnes identified h ar~ as
vulne ble to anthrcpcgenlc climate change, devel ped
educa ional and conservation programs, Ii iog to the
establ hmcnt of th,' park,

Th~ park is manillted by the communlty-ih bar gay
councll and the people's orsanlzallon, Sa .-san:rng
NagkaJeaisang Pamayanan ng Silonay, whiqh l~'"aljOut
80 members - toget her with the Ecopark M,..!age"lent
Couneil, Bantay Uakawan and the City Fisheries
Management Omce of Calapan_

Our] volunteer uuide for the day, Alowi
said h~ used to gat!ulr mangrove wood. Thou,
is trotaram Iale.nd in Samar, he was bo",'
and s nt

his ildhood pi.l,ling in the mangrove fo
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Prote tlng the mangroye
That day, Silonay ldenta were preparing for a new

threat - the oU spill On 28 February, tanker MT PriJ'co
Empress, carrying 000 liters of industrial oU, eapslted
and sank in the waters ffthe town of Nat\lan. The spill ~as
affected Pol. and othe towns, and threatens Calapan CIty_

At the parking lot f the park were booms, madel of
dayarni or rice hay t absorb the oii and empty plastiC
bottles to keep them uoyant. More booms 'Were made
at the barangay hall earby,

Barangay captain ancisco Fortu was waiting to
advise when to place em to mitigate the spread of the
spill. He said fisherm n are discouraged (rom catching
and selling fish, an~ they are wondering how to get
by. But that day, the were getting ready to proteict
the mangrove forest, which has nourished them and
protected them from orms,



STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATiON
AND

~===~rIIINlTiATiVES
1 ERVICE-

II LE:

fM
PAGE

BY A.IDN1N OUlTASOL

luet
.....~~es

BAGUIOOity-Someforested and grassyareas 0 . Province
and Bengu t Provlnce turned black after large fIr s co umed them
in the Past ays and some are still on fire as fIfefi ters gether with
villagers e ~ put them out.

In Boko ,Be~et, the Bokod l\1unicipalPolic . n reported
that a senio Cftizelfarmer died in a forestfire incid nt transPired
in Sitio Poo lJ'l, B angay Ekip, Bokod,Benguet 0 the ternoon.of
March 23, 2 23. I

Initial . I ig ion disclosed that the victim vo t ed to help
in suppress· the forest fire, however,he was trap ~d I en the fire
quicklyspre because of the strong wind and was b. to run fast
because of e sloping terrain.

The vict" tas~ ·dentified as Johnny Alsem Bani , years old,
and a reside t of S tio Pootan, Barangay Ekip, Boki ., I ~et. His
body was fo d 9:3 a.m. of Friday.

In the M .cipallty of Tuba, Benguet, personnel f th ureau of
Fire Protectio Tuba and employeesofthe DePartme ~fE . "Onment
and Natural SourcesCordillerarushed to a forest fi at '·0Utaan,Poblacion, Tu ~

At the mo ent, firefIghters are battling the forest Ire
mountains in e municipalities of Bokod, Kabayan nd
all in Benguet. FP enguet reported that hundreds 0 realready razed.

Investigatio on e said fIfes is ongoing.
In Tadian, ~Quntain Province, community membe of

Poblacion of the ~unicipality took part in the "gaIatisdi d
communityres nse to suppress the forest fire ravaging e
where the wate sour e of the barangay is.
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Moissl said.
That means astr

the world wil ana
with a range 0 ins ments such as
spectrometer an r dars.

The goal s to ' ind out just
how much e c learn about
such an aste id only a week,
Moissl said.'

It will also serv
how the net ork I ould react to
a threat" poss bly adingourway
in the future, e a ed. .

indicating it
hat unusual
he added that
ded to deter-
omposition.
ain swing past
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Barthin 2 26, but poses 1'0 threat of
impact fo at least the nex: 100years
-- which s how far out its trajectory
has been culated.

Earlier . month, asimi arlysized
asteroid 2023 DW -1~(lSbriefly
gwen a 0 e-in-432 chane of hitting
Earth on alentines Day 2046.

But fu her calculations ruled
.out any chance of an impact,
which is hat normally happens
with ne ly discovered asteroids.
Moissl s id 2023 DW was now
expected to miss Earth by some
4,.3milli n kilometers.

Even i such an asteroid was
determin d to be heading our way,
Earth is 0 longer defenseless.

LastY' the National Aeronautics
and Spa Administration's DART
spac deliberatelyslar ed into
the p id-sized asteroid Dimor-
phos, si ificantly «nocdng it off
course in the first such lest of our
planetary efenses. AFP

s a gray, irreg arly

. ,~
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