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DE ,R tn Pmays. Jom E rth Hour tonight

~ The Depargment of En- climate change, uals; comni- gonsumption, thus
vironment and Naﬁzralg‘e The DENR ﬂlsdm@neﬂ inesses to tum reducing carbon emission
sources (DENR) yester }*' -1I51‘egmnalandﬁe1dnfﬁces non-gssential electrical  and harmful grecnhouse
called on Filipinostojointhe bureaus and attached thts for one hour on the gases, hose biggest source
Werld Wide B ndEcrrNaipre cies nationwide to switc uff i urddy of March, as ity
 (WWE)'s Earth Hour from  their lights for one hour, of fcommitment to o the DENR,
- 8:30 p.m. to %:30 p.m. t{:dﬁ}r An initiati e WWE o I shave livedup
..as part of glaba. efoi% Emﬂ\HmnsaglnbaIm*& our lights off arth Hour soivities
: pmtect ti'lepl et and - ﬁg—ht mmnt held annually, enmmu icantly lowers Turn i) Page 2

grees Celsius n parts of Norihern
Liveon.

will cut down waste and ppllution
from homes, schools. offices ang the

DE

From Page 1
ThaATl

inchuding posting nfographics of the
event, inviling high schools, universi-
ties and ]}cges to participate and
for netizems to post ﬂg eir Earth Hour
photos on the agency’s Faczbook
pages witl '1:,h0rtdescrrptmnu1 their
“Asid_{
urged Filipinoes to support WIWFE's
invitatior) tu go an exira mile and
give an hour for Earth or to spend
60 minutes doing something or
anything
awareneds on the climate cisis,” it
added.

1t saidh

on envirgrumental issues, stch ag
the WWHEntangled Serics of three--
minute videos on biodiversity loss,
deep sealbed mining, planet plastics
nature-bpsed solution and other
topics; listening to podeasts or talks
of the WIWF, British Broadeasling
Corp. and TED Talks and joining
Earth Hour events near them.

At the same fime, the DENR
teminded the public {0 properly
mapage (their solid waste as it is

e these, the DEMNR -

positive for Earth ur alar.-: 5

manufacturing sector,” i afded.

The Philippines’ Nationally De-
tormined Contribution (NDC) has
committed to a projected redudtion
and avondance of greenhousg gas
emissions of 73 percent from 2020 fcl
2030 for the agriculture, tra

The actual heak mdex, or ho
discomfort mdexn— the temper:itune
felt by the body relative tutq-. hu-
midity - may be dbhout two destoes
higher.

PAGHASA aaldlthat extreme cau-
ton should be +.“kc11 in these tem-

emerpy, Wagte, industry and fo :-Eu‘:,r% perature ranges
sectors,-of which ¥ 41#%%1 are’ 'Ilaq spency warned that high
sectors ffom the DENR. ‘ff.;,J tempraga tures could have adverse
The NDC1s the ml—mii,l;}'i """ effects on the body, such as {2 zue,
lan t help achigve the goal of the - heat cramps, heqt exhaustion and
E&n% ! nt 10 limpit the 35({1{1.# “hedt stroke. I
lobal YempeTateze 0 bellewitwo., Farm March 1 to vesterday, the
3 ¥
aprees Celsius abuve pre- Ll:{d]ﬂs-ﬂ Chighest heat index recorded by
" ial lweis apdmpmqur_f;l f m "I*AG&‘&'L was 4f degrees "114.5

these incude wa u:hmE o limit
documentary or ecucstional films - ,ctegreerﬂ_e’lnﬂs

q]mﬁ SORDEE of gremhouﬁg ases, o

2 “Preger.

waste disposal and _
reducing”

a.il.l?EI

kA rr-‘i“f‘c:

MM thmperatﬁre ﬁng

Meanwhile, temperatures in
N’Ieuu Manila may soar o 3 slz-
zling 37.9 degrees next month over
the dry season, according to/state
forccasters.

.The FPhilippine .ﬁt’musphurlc,
GEOpthlcaf and Astronomical

Services Administration [P’hfsﬁS"AL

saicd-the tem%gmurc Trax Tar

the Natioial Capijal Regu;nw

around 359 ta 37, Qﬂegreeéfds
PAGASA forecasters said that

b?

redtsing arhcd fe::v-::hng témperah_lre: could peak at 40 de-

r* 115t

.--r-\_-'\'

n sm Jose, Drfmenra] hiir doro

th 17
éﬁf*urged the public tc rons
SE‘T\."‘E WE‘.!EE]:. f) ‘f‘la].].‘r ap there 16

a higher proba jility that Bl Nifio
cou deve]mp frnm July tc Sep-
tember.

PAGASA :‘n:l:d the eastoclies

are currently affecting the sastern

spctons of 5:;:uutHern Luzon, the Vi

savas and Mindanag, Metro v anila

andﬂw:es*ufiﬂméunh Y See

paily

rainshowers dis
al:zed

e 'Bi-_l
Cabrers,

lﬁﬁﬂ} hkle with isclated
Hip thp eastorlies

191‘*;;1: -
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Earth Hour: An ‘hour of darkness’

brings hdpe for Planet Earth

ights out! That could be the st crippling
1 predicament that residential consumers
&, and businesses will havi to wade through

L especially in the heat pf the summer months.,

But today, March 25, therk will be a *moment of
darkness™ - but instead of [riggering Filipinos to
be hot under the collar, it will usher In hope for the
future, especially in abating ¢ maﬁ change risks and
in viahl],r preserving Planet Earth fior the generations
to come.

The spotlight will on the "Earth Hour,” which
calls on all citizens of the warld to switch off their
lights and E’trﬂ:trnnif gadgers for one honr — from
8130 to 9:30 p.m. — and will etphrace that as an
opportunity for action as well as to ponder on the
signilicant cuntributions they can make to concretize
the goal of taming global warming for humanity's
survival.

Framed under the the
Earth," WWF-Philippines, the prime mover for this
movernent, is also advocating for the “Earth Hour
Virtual Run 2023" from March 25-April 30 this year.
It is airmed a! sustaining the jmomentum reinforc-
ing awareness about climate ¢change and how every
individual, ccmmunity, and erganization can take a
stand for the planet's long-term health as well as
on the bid for sustainable enexgy [uture.

In the country this year and onwards, the pervad-
ing scenario will be “tight power supply” and there
could cven be probabilities of potational brownouts,
hence, pressure abounds for all consummers to em-
brace energy =fficiency and ation (EEEC) for
their lifestyle changes.

Energy Secretary Raphael
leading this track and whippir
on how avoiding wastage in
be the country's saving grace

: "Biggest Hour for

. M. Lotilla has been
up the conversation
lectricity usage will
gainst a threatening

full-blown engrgy crisis.

However, Filipinos still struggle on that journey
not only in terms of appreciation and understanding;
but more so in putting that inte praptice. Hence, that
is a sphere where the povernment would still need
to intensily its| leadership call.

Beyond energy effjciency, other technulﬂg}*
solutions are also dang!ed into thp mainstream to
underpin the country’s endrgy transition agenda
- primarily massive sdale renewgble energy (RE)
installations and electric vehicles deployment that

will ultimately bring the Philippines into its net zero

carbon emissions pathway.

Carbon-neutrality, as anchored pn the “net-zero
pledges" of many corporations, finapcial institutions
and various industry chains, has been accelerating
initiatives on the private sector side to lay down
their own decarbonizatipn targets rather than wait
for governments to concretize bold steps for us to
meet the 1. 5 degrees C limit on temperature rise so
we can keep planet Earth a "liveable world" through
generations, :

As envisioned, financial reallogation to “green
solutions” will not only require transformation and
revolution in business approaches, rather, these
could engender thabirth and rise of new enterprises,
such as on the sphere of digitalization and broader
investrnents on cleaner energy technelogies. That
could create "“green jobs” and opportunities for
many people while the world trimg overall carbon
footprints. |

Indeed, our devotion to the planet shall not just
be confined to yearly participation in the “Earth
Houe." Instead, it should be our "stress test” that
will constantly remind us o advyance commit-
ments and solutions toward an engrgy-secure and
enviranment-friendly future,
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- urged: |
_. 'Cﬂll_sewe
- wWater |

EF EELLA mmnsu

Ay fhE gi::rw.-l‘m‘ment ;
for the FI Ning phenomgr
later this v vear, the Nafi
al Water Resources B
g (I‘q‘n"'fﬂ;lﬂ}l 15 urging thc
L conserve ‘w.ahe-t' i
Sevillo David Jr, NW
eCutive directar, said comge
ing water may help p

“repeat of the Eﬂlﬂf exXperig
in which the water Toyd!
Luzan's Angat Dam d
tu as lowr 45 116 meters;
"I 2019, Fﬂwtyphol;- :
:tcreg:l' the country. As a rps
we experxenced the lo es
Ie’w;l of A,ngat Dam of 116
meters in June, July in 2019,
we want to prevent this

&‘p‘pﬂ'nmgagam, Davidgaid |
yﬂ&texdav in arad.mm ey et
- He added that agencies 1
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“It is bettod tha| this early, we manage
| and consery I weater supply (so that)

lin case'the I-'; Nij
| affect us, we hre 1

E-ru:rughwal o a1
| [Poople,” Da |F

phenomenon will
‘pared and ’there in

H alsch said.

As of & .ol yeslerday, thi:‘IE'VE‘T of the
| Angat Dam whs a8 iD-i’hneh:'rs slightly
lower than Thirsday's 204 63 meters,
- David no .- that while 204 mefers
Is h1g]1cr tha the| 180- smetor mm::num_'
| Dperatin - of lhe dam. the povern-
Trent Lhe L! op Ldjnmimnm]wﬂie-
m:rs-sarj,r marations, considering that
the Philipping J;ll'xﬁm Ca.rphys.mal

and Astroro; cer Administration  Bi

| PAGASA) » 1 ad | warried that F Nifio

| mdght be o I cuel in the COUNETY Start-

. mgmj'unm:n: ¥

| Angat Da if supplics mope than 20
petcent of Mebo Manila’s potablo wator
rigeds and p h e ﬂ'l&lrrp'lgatrnnmds' W
iﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂhecta 35 O lands mBuIaran'

dPﬂIﬂ i

“As of now the MWSS snd NIA are.

zmpTcnwntmg the I:IEF'DESHIT mitigating.
measures and i tin ency plans like deep
wells and -:rth sounoes of water, aside
' ﬁEmﬂmAngat Jam, f nciuding, the Laguna
Lake,” David § H added that com-
i o 2019, J‘anmr@pmpared
_MWMUFH .
“We have deféloped the Cardona Treat-

ImentFlang, it v |F help ﬂrmlrm.:.e the impact

f Bl Mifw, We 2 iE h tthu!aianWaLer
[reatment. Thefs will help augment oure
Wal,:a;raqu rem . e pommbed ot ;
(| lE wid ¢1|3m.ia{§e-dm OpReras
ticne will be the L up ool lI'Eg&W(.‘ﬂll‘l‘If:l’li
tovinchease the -=:u- vel of Angat Dam,
“We are roal ma g with PAGASA
and. MWSSin thiklouf seeding operation,
Farmers can al E-Ip Dy CONServing waler
b ensure that this ey FAngatE'am will
nnl_reach ifs cri ! loye "']"u:} satd.
IMeanwhile, ]1 pine Statisbics Au-
ﬂ'l,l.'_lﬂt} {PSA)s h‘ sHa ihﬂtahncstal‘l'
“Filipino families IEE untey had aceess to
JI'l'I vedsmm:e dn irg waler last year.
ite 2027 4 i al|Poverty Indicators
'Jljﬁ"fra?}’ {APTS), it il pea ] ﬂ'la_tg?ﬁ’pﬂmml
ol families in the {duntyy had AR improved

siotree of drink

lightly from 97 3 I'.tg;!fmla‘i .
FSA said at :31:-&'-'
::quf'ﬂwﬁelfu r;“ ul‘ﬁﬂﬂ?drﬁﬂf‘lk*"'
Mz water from refilfing dalic . Piped water -
o dwellings wa E her mmnumsmrm_
of drinking water b 172 5
Of the familicy povered by thasurvﬂ}?,

ply the necds of our

ater last year, up

: 'olent ) and ‘SGT 52

93,2 Enﬁrcq B rs:p::lf‘{'eﬂ there was ﬂways'

sufticient rirtking water while 4.9 percen|

W and ﬂoms Tepio s
o percent each.

* Those! v{"tns lhe Teast access to basic
service loval of dfm]ung water were the
B.mgaamm; Antonomous Regrion in Mus-
lim Mindanao mﬁﬂbﬂuﬁ at E?E percent,

amboanga

: it gomes Sﬂmt&llmi, ‘the PSA
said abomi 81 percont of the families hud
basiv wmt[at; _ ,ﬁeméje level or used an fm-
praved sanitation facility. thatis nut shared

with another hou 5ehhid Last }’Ear, up from
ED 4 nt 2‘1321]

Those which had A, hrruted service
level or used r‘rm1pma-ed sanitation Facility
shared with 0 or mrrre l’musehnidg was

at 10.2 pere
Families, | hil..h }}al:l an utumpmw‘

: uwnelwel' uﬁf_nfpn]a‘mnm without a
slab or plat Swerd ak 27 percent, while
26 pervenl, d 110 sanitation fax:i{lty

Reglons with the highest’ percentage
of families 1=I:11 basic service sanitation
(acilities were Central Luzon (92 5 percent),
La]aba.rmﬂf q 4 percent) and Cag Van
Valley (#9.5 mé@:-r%g’mwiﬂa the lowest
percentage of fﬂ}nihek with basic Service

sanitation fadilities were BARMM (51 6
percent); ksargen (73.8 pe:tbent} and
|

Ceniral ‘.?rséj,r s (F6.3

The PSack
a handwashin
mﬁpcrcen[i?'

doe 2 pereent uf ’Eamlheghud
fpmhtj» last year, up from

1tisaid

ing last vear, wihile 112 pe
Facility wilh sink or
percent used
or jug u-rkeﬂ:[
Caiabﬁrz¢
the highest
cess Lo basic se

_ han-::l, reglmts iih the
lowest peri:ani; ge of fa i
handwash]ﬂgu Eagilitios wire BAT MM
(75.7 perr:enl.h,, .astern Visayas (8 P
1{81.4 percpnl),

].!uuella De ::'larm

3l jmltaﬁgffdm:.heq with |
| of drinking

7. pcmi!nt uf fau']j]lEb fmve a
fined fanl::ty wiith I.le ¥

said thery ¢ ced not having enough
supply at | "st m’mﬂ' as it was not availabla
from soun
" The PsA sam:] 34 ‘percent of families did |
nntlmatﬂ'{q- abcrh:nmm il issafcto drink. |
Among | the different regions, the Na- |
 tional Capital Region and Central Luzon |
had the highes
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’ Water is not just
a seasoﬁal crisis

waler crisis is be:,q.g ar:kwwladged at the highes*l, levels of pov-

emmen!, with President Ferdinand R. Marcos I, alung the
unexpected Ibut very welcome decision 1o form an Offide of Water
Hﬁrmgﬁmfﬂt via an. am:uuve order eatlier ﬂlLS wiek T-‘mm our
;:ﬂ‘specme, this was 2 necessary ntervention on the p
President 1 correct lﬁe failure of Congress fo.act on :
Departen| of W&tﬁq bill, and we agree with t'he President’s view
that the Oflice of Water Mmgememu a stnpgap mess

Unfortugately, some read:

tions from the Senate lo thean- Il = '
nuuncemmjt from l\%hlaf.aﬁarig | Thf—iﬂfﬂﬁ_ i
seemned 1o indicate that law- 101
makets corlsider the problem | i Ty
of mefﬁr:nff toand uinecmar | we hﬂ'?f ﬂ'w ter
ily cumpthtm walel manage- | fnsxs, WE are
ment solved with the creation |
of thenew office. ffthis I ruly misusing water,

the Senate’s perspective itis | polfuting wdter
a mistake, hecatse the water | d f? 3
Crisis we a ﬂ{pe:clmg inthe |- .an C 1angs g
upcoming dry season will not ﬁ‘}f Hﬁ‘]ﬂfﬁ' g."

be a temporary pmhﬁtm
On the eve of the UN Water hy{'i"

Slunmntnaldhhrd‘l[ilmiﬂm | throu
gion: ﬂmcom:ﬂm .:fm are dqmgi;o _tf]re :
(GCEW) published an alaming | climate, It's a triple

I I'is encoutaging ﬁut the 1mpqtndmg El Nmordnva’, seasonal

which i
mdempdgkbal ﬂ'mm o B o
supply by 40 percent b?ﬂﬂhar M i
2030, Obwiously, wmzpamfdaewﬂdamﬁmma note di
Mm}butmmwmmm Philippines cntends
with constrained w supplieseven in periods of normal wesather cond-
tions, whichlis 2 geeat irony for  country surrounded by

© The GCEW report identifies several broad causes for the rapid
depi&umi'o'f fresh wiater supiplies. The two. lamgiest l;rf'fl'lése, the re-

and a lead author of (he

world's negleet of

scmnhﬁ-: mt}e:i:e 15

mrwbacmmaw
lern. Foruraely the -,-
nfa@mﬁagesﬂmwdl
First, a3 an archigd
couniries watet Usg
experienced among
half of continental
evaporation from 'nji :
cant factor here, Seco
Philippines has nal ye
potential supply of i

under 75 percent Uf i
fior what it's wortth, 1
whete demand is nea

di3i ‘.“. le agricutnaral use of water drivenby

el s overnse.of wau:r resources by the
u-crm director o the Potsdam Insti-

Rede s rr_h 4nd co-chaian of the GCEW,

. an, said in a media interview: that the

er TegtiLirces was !aadmg 1w dlsaswt ‘Ti-.r

- at

i rgmgthfwhalf j;‘lﬂbath?dru’iagu 1!
i Irigtnlh? climare, If's a mple crisis.”
il peudmgﬁmnnerm CTiSIS § more
ther than an odcasional or seasonal prot-

indicates that the Philippines has a couple

a1 Least a bit of tin: 1o develop solutions.
¢ country is less affected by other
i ample is the neir-constant fction
-- phbors along the Iviekonp River, About
:al‘ fresh water supply can be traced 1o
gring mruntnes, bu' that is not a signib-
like a number of ather countries, the
garlied a point where demand exceeds
sl{hough tuch of tatwater may be dil-
and in the Philippines asof 2019 was just
fal supply; which compares favorably,

i tiritries such as Eumh Korea and India,
iy 1
where water demand|exce

pen:ent of supply. and the Gulf States,
odls supply by betvieen 10 and 38 times,
. L.seﬁll if the eoriitry acts now, however,
i £5 ALE Q‘Fﬂﬁv]iﬂnbi:i b demand from a

idadon; Whllt;ﬁhedrlaﬂsﬂftheampt and

fater Management are yet tabe disdosed,
poiners on which direction it should
- _atmrns are teconfiguring and improving
rihing the Depastment of Water would o,

ks mgmemue--mpqmjgsm;u:rm T
jom comurol standards, and epanding invest

manggedent infr# tuctire through direct
pll 28 pubh::-pmraie ]mtrmshtpa.
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ent alsq committed to provide
response equipment such as 20 tons of
sirhet pads ahd snaces; 1,000 meters
1t flotation chirtain boom; and 2,000
' prolective equipipent

WV sa PCG at sa pama-
akuha na natin ‘}rung

ar the fin

e the oil and end this
ilo said ina “Halll:aan

M fines whic is.capah_h: ﬂfflllllll_:‘_IiJ‘lg
thie h;al{ing ' :

E.Tj T

ng an

E!““ and Man
CYisalso findi

bt I:-mughr by Japanene dynamic
peisitioning vessel (DES) Shin Nichi
5 -cuntracted bj.r MT

South Korea to hel
oil spill responej.e
underwater robot eyed

. Repuhﬂlc-u[ Korea Coast
Guard (KCG) personnel are
expected to arrive in Manila on
March 27 to help in the ongoing
ofl spill opetations in Oriental
Mindore, while another remote-
Iy operated vehicle (ROV) or un-
derwater robot from the United

 What we are now comnicerned is howw

e aluation atid hopefully they ;c-an-

Philippine Ebast
drain the leakir
sunken vessel.

technical expert
will support | the

ity to drain the fuel and seal

since it is only meant to su

vessel, Balilo said.
"Hag’nahanay pa tayo ng, Hm’

Marine Services, Inc., hasno %

Iéﬁr.

ong idea kung anong mga nagi

na mga tangke. ﬁng 54 atin ngay
kung paano siya mapipigilan (We
still looking for an ROV which co
extract the oil. We are aleéady
phase where we taok images, we have
an idea where the lealdng tanks are.

can stop [the leaks])," he contin
*Failangan natin ngayon isang Ra
P ak mayroong mga nag-o-offer sa
amin like 'yung NDRRMC may
silang tinitignan na pwedeng 13
dito, Kami sa coast guard, nalclkrp g-
usap kaml'sa US—kasi tapos na ng
assessment nila —na may makuh ng
ROV from US Marines na kayang
sumispsip ng langis (We need another
ROV and we are receiving offars,
the NDRRMC {5 looking at one wh
they can bring here. For us in the c
guard, the US is talking to us-—
they have a]rt:-;w:h‘.T completed tﬁmr 58
sessment—and they can get an RO
from Lhe US Marines which can dr
the fuel),” he added. F,:{perts{ vIn
US Coast Guard Pacific Strike Team
arrived in the country ‘earlier this
week to assist the PCG in the oil s jﬂl
CESPOTHSE,

don't knour how :Ingc it would take

_ship's surlacewhi

: leakmg fuel: “,ﬂm

of the Center of

to drain leaking fuel

By MARTIK SnnDHEHI}HB Stales is being cohsidered by the
ard (PUG) to

F:el from the

Rear Admiral Armando Bali-
lo, PCG spokesperson, said
tom the KCG
'CEx's oil spill
containment efforts
while the Korean gov-

A

But the [2CG official admitied [hey

before thej could fihd the R0V rhat
can bag the oil, séal the ¢ 1IfL and
patch the i aa:ksu MT Princess Simn-

Cpress, lbwas Iepurtpd that the su JI:'.'E“.

oil tanker sustained 23 cracks on the
caused the cargo
oil to leak. The vessel was carrying
Boo, 000 Liers of industrial fuel oil

when It sank off ir\'auian_ Oricntal
Mindoro an Feb, 28,

“Hindi ko masagot pero (I can-
not answet that bat) we are racing
against tinae," o gaid when azked
-ahout the limeline for the acquizition
of the ROV, il

He explained that wnatil the up-

graded ROV is acquired, the PCG could
only do somuch like cleaniog up the
gagawa lahzt eh
‘yung ROV:—‘yung bagginz s=:ing,
and patchinig. Sila lang mali=! apunta
sailalim, ¢l1(The is the only one
that can ¢ everything— 1 ai?;_ ing,
sealing, and: ‘patcltng It's the only
one that can go. ungem—ate_

Impsit one mmnmi nt
| tounsm

Meanwkile, the|traces of il =pill
motitored in the oastal v :fr 5 of
Verde Island in Batangas City have
been cleanad up, ing to Balila,
The Verde Island asyaEe, & sorait
which sep.ates Mindoro and Lizon
islands, is considered the “Cenfer
Marine ?.. ¥ ‘Ibl‘{
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South Korea to help in oil s il

| ) in ill response: s
lunderwater robot eyed to d

: Iéaki,r;g ifue} 14

Biodiversity” duoe to its dch marine
LESOUICEes, 1

MAround 300 metets lang ‘yung
nakuhang langis. Very minimal siya
(Around 300 meters of oil were col-

ban], we will open the leisure activi-
ties, especially in ini
‘aspot),” he said.

lected. It's very minimal),” he added.
Ealilo also allayed the concerns of
Batangas 2nd District Rep. Gerville
Luistro that residents in Bauan, Lobo,
Mabini, San Luis, San Mascual, and

leakage, endangering their primary
source of livelihood such as fishing

which are expected to be center uf
attraction especially as the sumtner
‘season officially starts.

At present, there is no han on
leisure activities and fishing expadi-
tions in Batangas, Balilo said,

“Maliban za directly affected ng
oil spill halimbawa, Polo and Naujan
(Oriental Mindoto), siguro the rest
of the area ng Mindoro at Batangas
ay safe pa pe na paliguan, Kahit po
‘yung Serirara {Caluyan, Antigue) at
notthern Palawan, wala pong prob-
lema ar pwedeng dalawin ng turista
ati-enjoy ang ganda ng lugar (Except
lor those directly affected by oil spill
such as Polo and Naujan, maybe the
rest of Mindoro and Batangas are safe
for leisuie activities. There's alza na
problem in Semirara and northern
Palawan, and these may be visited by
tourists to enjoy the beauty of these
destinations),” Balile noted.
“Hangga’t wala pong announce -

tayan, i-o-apen lang natin yung
leisure activities lalo sa Mabini dahil
Spol 'yan (As long as there is no an-
nouricement and strong basis [for a

Tingloy might be affected by the oil

and tourisin like the famed beaches

ment at wala pong matibay na ba-

to teain as cits
4s this develo

1 scientists

iped, the United

States will be sypporting Filipino
fisherfolk whose livelihood has been
affected by Lhe oi] spill.

. The US Emnbassy in Manila sqid
Eriday that the US Agency for Inter-

national Develop
extend F1o millig

ent (TFSAIDY will

worth of assis-

tance for the initigtive,
The fund, ac¢ording to USALD
Philippines Missjan Director Ryan

Washburn, wi

exfolk displaced

eltsed ta train fish -
 the fishing ban so

they can depliy ag citizen scientists

to conduct coast
ments in Oriental Mindoro,

I habirat asses: -

_ Throughits partnership with the
ABS-CBN Foundaticn, Inc., USAID
will also assess and monitor ttnz

impact of the vil

spill on the coastal

communities of Yerde Island Pas.--

| Bage; |
. In extending as

sistance, Wash--

biirn said, many cémmunities in the

province depend o

tisheries ind

[the tourism argl

b5 for their fveli-

hoods and tliei s _i_mws that the ail

and ally, the Unit

g friend, pariner,

q States remairs

committed to support your journay
te recovery, and|to continue our
partnership toward the protection
and conservation|of this region's

rich coastal and |
he said, (With 2 rep

Pedrajas) |

arine resources,” ;

pott from Joseph
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Rﬂ_re;m ﬂast
|  guard joining
- oil spill cleanup

| , By ROBERTZON RAMIREZ

T R I S g T

A Korean Coast | the Unifed States EOv-

(Cuard team will arrive’ ernmdnt announced an .
in the Philippines on.  addi nal P10-million
Monday to help in - aid fo| support ¢il spil]
mgeffmﬂ*stamn‘rainﬁ_e management and enwi-

massive oil pill from  ronm nlal asseksment

the sunken motor tanker  amid o sinking of the

in waters off Nauvjan, . MT Brins Lrpress, |

L riental Mindora, ) mgﬁ‘:_:-ud-a,- - obhe

| At the same time, | Turn to Pags 4.

s | hﬁﬁdomd'.!earljér tl-[is; iveek to
e g gl .| in assesding affocted areq
- - Through the s A Hegitop || e et maiter ¢ i
arsive  International Develbpment G Sl il i o
(USAID), the US govermment | ' i '

'K()ﬁre?n;- P10 M aid

| © South :F(%-resn experts
- at the headquarters o

Pine Cuast Guard (10G) | Rear 18 Providing an additionnl prg | €% 9P the spill. L
Admiral Armand Bl #{{_, million ($183,700) wor -_h!;c;fiiaar. | Divers m#ded
spokesman, told repifrierk|at 4 Sistance (o the Rrovandigl g | Yesterday, Justice Ser ary
forum yosterday, rispin Remu a requested

ernment of Orienlal Mindoro in Jusus Crisg
“They willmake andvaldation  response to the oil sliek| | | 14 l;‘lfﬁceT?f Civil Defense (¢

- and, lur;:uz‘fuil}’,- they iould lalss W ‘risft'fﬂ Ci_ilap"nif(-'lt}'; to send divers to assigtin mieasur- |

- offer a final solution alll anl KOV Oriental Mindoro o Thursday, !ing the rate of oil spill
(remokely operated veHitle) tnend  USAID Philippines missi DARe L ken welsal.
this pri blem, ” Balilo, ddeakine in * tor Rﬁ'dn Washburn : ounced | e
Filipin, added, | Willbe oy sl

- In a statement, the i

said  used to train fisherfolk displaced |,
the Koran governme g olsp by {he.ﬂﬂ?’iﬂg.bd“ %0 HIeY Can s pouriny
commiticd o providing oil| spill  deploy as citizen scientis

responsc equipment, i cldding .dl;ctma__;!ﬂ.habﬁ‘&ﬁaﬁéés.. nisin bof the dives
20 tons of sorbet pads Add s ares, * the Tpmmr_ [l Fmi!ﬂam
10U rneters of solid] Hotglion hrough its partnprship

curtain boom and 2,000 sefs of  with the ABS-CBN Foundation, vmment has hired a consultant
personal prolective egtiibmoint. USAID will also asse ¢ and | caleulate the remaining amou
Baliin said the Philippine  monitor the impacl of he oil it in the velssel in a1 e efficie
averniment is s b ing to  spill on the coastal comm MHES  manner, » I
the secund level uf thi|oil spill .+ In Verde lsland Passape, s S| N
Tespanse operalions, [hi ' i Washburn handed o er the | o
1o cover the 23 oil-leakithg afbas  first batch of personal protective |
ot the sunken Princess| Bm piress Equipment, hygiene kitsand spill [ implemer
that can only. be dond thro gh  cleaning supplies to O wental  policy, whic
another ROY, |+ Mindoro Gov. Humerlito Dolor transportai
' He explained that 8 and observed ongoing
From Japen was used (o - and HSH@_SSl_'ﬂgL’_‘Li activilies|i
sunken tonker, but is no - munivipality of Pola. Earl;
oF patching the oil-leakink s - month, through its partn ship | Balilo sajd
it eas lesigned only for with the World Food Prdgram,  part of the b
ﬂ:tgsurwfj,fs:. USATD supported the 1) part- ing the san
Meanvhile, the cantdi  ment of Social Welfare a D allowed M7

Aup requited to
A the  cortificate of
this | (CPC) heforbts

crew of he Pringess |- - velopment (DSWD) in tran POTE  sat out to se i
pearcd yesterday before f _-;fhg'ZED;'E[lIJ_W:paﬁ:B forfamilies  doctiments ;
ional Buvau of nvesti affected by 'the oil spill. | | vessel i fif to sail. |
' Manila for questioning _ The US povernment is adively  The Maritime
sinking. | : - assisting theresponse tothe il spill ity had) said.
They were interviews “with a team of experts from e US s Emp

their statements raken as
. considered “persons of inle
the ongoing investigatio)

-~ Comst Guard and the US N

arc I'unongba
- Oceanographic and Aun

_ n,
vallos, Bella %si‘n‘i
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il t spillage of oil firom the sunicen tapker

Mﬂ{qn : and f;rev.renf. it sp_re.adingi'_ . cther

L% A areas in the counthy 2

JUSTICE § | “We want divcrs (0 come down 10

has asked th by ab © the rate of spillage

To mobi to w how much oil is

‘pouring out of the tanker. And we aske of Orfenltal

the OCD to f_nt:ﬂilized ome of the divers ﬁ_:rf‘hi':?diwt
to the Armed Forces,” Reriulla said in an : ?

| Sl el D b o ngm;:hih;‘,L;TIl&ts

ast Guard said diving  wehicle to lopk fojrithe shiph. In the very

sea level, where the o i i Nexi. page

el et _ A i bl

4,000 food packs to the affeited famil |
n the snumicipality of Fola

Aside from Pola, the miinicipdliges ©
“Haujan, Byngshong, Pinas an,
13lena, Ransud, Mansalsy, Bulisican,
1Zalapan arc sk affectsd by (e oil 5
it identified by the Provipcial [Disas
sk Reduction and Maragement O
IFDREEMO of Oriental Mindaro.

Legarda also met whi DSW
Becretary Foex Gratchalian fo dizcase t
ul e mesistance nesded

On March 10, Legarda call=d on t
concerned Senate comutines, with €
copperation of all government sgencic
t1 immediately conduct an incuiry
tos environmental, bealth, and touris
inpact of the oil spil.

The PCG, meanwhils, has soug

| Ui amsistance of the Intemational C
Follwien Compensation Funds (0P
b boost the colotry's effors in cleanit
the Aesistance  op the oil spill off Nawjan fawn in Orient
pimations (AICS) - Mindoro, fSee full story oufine |
and distributed  mumilastandard per)

| Mindero, hn Samuhang Mandaragat ng
Banilad, to ze the owner of the
MT Princyss Empress for the damage the

i mrker Caised 1o their Hveliboed thsir

2. if it could be dived by d persan,  president Bemie Senorin said i a TV

innj

L@Wd bave dooe it slready. But this  mterash |
| | depth’l3 really different” Commodoge  Meanwhile, the Soulh Koresn
Geronirto Tuvilla, Iocident Commander  Sovernment IlJ;E dispatched s copst
of Oil Spill Response Mindoro, told ARS.  &tard lohelp in the clearup of the oil spil] - Reduer
CHN News, ! off Mantjan) town,

Most wchical or expert divers can This & e first dme Korea has
dive safeély down to 100 meters (328 feet;  provided ':tanlm for the prevention
but would still noed spedial equipment o of marine) pollution, and Keren highly
daso, the ABS-CBN report added, _wvahlies I:hchmpumc of Testoring areas

Sull, Remully said the govemment alfected by eovironmental disssters and
has aleo hired 2 consuifant {0 caleulass  Eccidents,"tbe Koresn Embassyin Manila
Tow much oil, if any, is stll lefl from the  53id in & Feeshook post on Thursday.
| | 900,000 liters of industrial fuel the tunkar ~ The s governanenl  would -
camied hefore sinking, | also give 20 tems of sarbet pads and

The Department of Justico chiel gud | 5nares, | 1,000 meters of solid fotaion
this was discussed with Diefense Secretary  curain boom, und 2,000 sets of personal
Carlite Galver Jr during the mesting profective | equiomen: (FPE) o the Legarda’s offife
Thursisy of the Oil Spill Inter-Agency  Philippinas : P7.000 writh o
Committes, The RCG said the Korean government o Individusls i

& group of fishermen i Orientn]  would also provide technical experts, Drogra to S0

F it i
Crig

- Ce— T | e —_ — i
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OHS SPILL A LESSGNATPEE ErvivG [P sl | B
NATURE, SAYS MARITIME GROUP -' -

Themls,plllcau!#! urmu.wmn.wmmmamn ATFT AFENT

m'mewﬂm = Cathwls ssatibict thomios o Murls Bhlipgines
; a ot o Sl Murls Phiiipg

Passage by the and of o Feitigy alled hrﬂ.ﬁmmﬁm ark menspes Lo peereat

e e weeic dus tathe| g ) apills 1o Flilipping wardrs, -ed'lemn: ot tha

s Bastemn wings, Basad on | Hessana beozht b;mnammuaurme sz Ernprods

! ijﬂﬂlﬂﬂs from 1743 andthe auhahwa.r:t ml:]ﬂls%rlh : Pebnu.m 3

26 Marefy | Turm 10 page A2

Tl . Fied Erezls show msl‘c{:.eﬂqr cfruhsaban e
a0g aad hF'nhpmgmmrmmaaak azeairrali rom 2w pompnios ek, srnecilly e ceng's owner, and they mstpeel e

fias i
GREERA E.ﬁ.DEnraHm shaws e "‘1IJ- aidu‘n-a m:;ﬂ:I nlhdc!- nul n".hal-d"ﬂw k b. 2 tna
i el b u:rs'trr?m'.-'ad:'e D&rgv oty Fﬂe.lat'L u L= T el san amu in tmm BFatn
ﬂmuutreerndrummnu Parlna u.r.up:h:n it Ihg fvee o |oiza residgnie

¥ -n...-|-. g mmw i ¢
winds, haged mwujgﬂtmns

the Umvel'ﬂty to 26 Mareh, '

arine Seie Tce:

tonéerns nyl eml;r haslih
Hsks but ulso damage to deep soa
corals, amimss »and potentially oo er
118 Bmthmme&ﬂ'umlh
' mﬁqﬂ,aﬂdninbaﬂ]y% Ipsses el
aption in ¢ fisheting

Tees It i an 6 slump,"
.,- telly ng‘lhm%mmﬁ Balinga
0w Bishop Rwﬁvgn.&,ﬂrﬂz Santos s.id in

14 J l
M L h. LT |
"’I‘ne smli's immf:thate aftermat

i rh-
gnvernmenL md prwa.‘re firrn 1T
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| wﬂaamppqrﬂﬁpr!mai ﬂshmﬁ:&n, mers of in ust-l'l oil, affecting
anludlng tho 'whm Iwe T st_100,000 re g%w%ﬁ the
ovince: 1_ LI % 1A

ar, wmpensutu;ll

.-.' Ents, h]]ﬂ
bhdagy The funds
I: 11 i 13 ﬂﬂﬂhﬁ and i
$ ﬂlqbs, a mutul
mknmlina <5 mwﬂtﬁ
are ship owrer: upmmm and
charte

ahuuld be taken as an 0pgm1u:nitar

to collect the oil & slic neartha sidents must bring
| £ h g1 o t0 pro thﬁl’*ﬂml.
gkl CH ﬂ‘m be set up
| |||.| 0 mmﬂt

: : I.I '1“ ﬂﬂpﬁ Mﬂhﬂﬂ
it :'l agﬁlﬂgﬂﬂm&m
ead 10 follect residents’

Iiclwe'.rer. g!wan cha -- -.

ﬂ'ﬁﬂs MW .
Isﬂl m Dﬂ cOuld
| Authority spokédperson Atty

owI of Wﬁ
mm&%m Sharon Aledp sgid the Marins

| In a related d ::-'-:-a e oil pollution | ma hg&mant func
| metm‘;r Jesus {}rispm Remulla  was released ovn Thursday on the

|Mdritime Industry |

ﬁ ; request of the PCG,
to mobilize its divers to  Aledo salll P4 5 million was
|' Mﬂrﬂhﬂrﬁt‘a ﬂfoilsp raken.ﬁad pa t -1| the roughly
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Friday. Lawyer Reymund i Us-
sar, the city administrator, sai
Lhe declaration was conta

On Tuesda_,)r. th@* Ph!lippme
Coast Gijard said the vessel was

fl'LlIIll the Hfunkeh MT Princess

pess machﬁd. the locality
¥ EEE‘: authlarﬁt:ea raid on

,San Antonio,

Tawagan, Tibag

in a city council resohition
passed on Wednesday follaiw-
ingthe request of Mayor Malou
Morille,

and 13.89 5 northeast
‘of Balingawan Peint in ﬁrrﬂlﬁq

ta Ioilo province froum -
town in Bataan province

industrial fuel when it encoun-

saster," Ussam said dur_%:igf?fﬁa
turnover of aid tom donors at
the provincial capitol.
According © the resolu-
tion, the dechoation covered
the coastal wvilluges of Balite,
Baruvan, Calerq, Canubing [,

“The declaration of a Gutad, Ibaba Eaisr, haba West,
of calamity is intended vo effec- | Lazarern, Mahal na Fangalan,
tively respond to the economic | Maidlang, Masipit, Nag-lba T,
_and acologleal effects of ﬂw di- | Nag-Iba I, Navotas, Pachoca,

found ara depth of 3842 meters | el engine trouble and cap-
siged 1

Ussam szwd the UP Marine

Mindaore’s Pola town, which is|  Sgience stitute accurarely pre-

somne 1.2 kilometers dway from | dicted the perind when the oil

the first reported in Navjan. spill would reach the shores of
The tanker was heading Calapan, whichwas March 16.

Traces of an ol slick were

figst spnthed ‘aiunq; the shore-
was cartying Boo.000 liters of ities of Barangays Navotas and

ang, he added vn
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Bajanga, Batalin and Balihug, Bulacan
cleaning dp Mamla Bay and its
0ring’h dies uf water,

| . and Baliuag
‘s op national jperfor of the Manila
yani Awardy am:l;InpaI;Lf,i?es for the

r Mayor Francis Garcia,

ong of the eleanest coaslal arsas, If not

At least 90 |LGUs are partmlp;t.mg'
in ¢fforts to restore the water quality:
of Janila Bay in aceordance with the
inpiing Hanﬂiamus isﬁued-'

b {.‘-otl.i'{;

or Anthunar

g up Manila Bay and
N Lheir jurisdictions.
plementation of the
) 2 ny LGUs in the
M are aw lIHﬂ uring the yearly
assasqament,” Nuyda
e 1mplen11=n1mh
hopefully, with the ftrrhﬁ of everyane
not|only in Ceuiral Luzon but also

Balanga Baliu
cleanup recog

The Departnent of the Tnterior and
Logal Government has ricognized the -
efforts of the Theal govertiment wnits of ;

as recognized for having.

i all the ﬂartief pating

ent, and

it the National Capital

- CALABARZON, we will ba g}

up the waters of Manila B3
CAll the TATs
hﬂ.‘l."i-_l had their 10-year

managed,” he sajd.

At the same time, Nuyda
wastes are also serving|;
Bay pollutants, thus the ne

in Central Luzon
qpli
_management pian approve,
"We all know that one ¢
canses of the pollution of
our solid wastes thal are 1

sad

sephage before they are mad¢ to go

inie the bay,

“We are now in Lha
planning how to implen
(wastewater) projects anﬂ_ ]

on thenr ordinances,” hp

progess of
ienf their

-asaistmg LGLS in the monjtoring and

implementation of their projectsfor the

; an o mﬂ‘.lf& ’ﬁhﬁm fit for
~sk1nd‘mng. and other forms ol conract
_mcruatmn

cleanup program.
I*hﬁ,;ﬁﬁpteme Court mandamus
y dJrsctq 13 HoveIrnment agenc ks U clean

Testore
the mater quality
of Minila Bay in
accol'dance with the
Wit )f Continuing
Marlamus issued
by the Supreme
Courts

Eog B
G BANNCE DMOEIAL  CAEIC
STORY STORY
pg=
AucE E DATE
|m-. ﬂ.]
Rk
1l
9 i5
tegion aﬁd ’



-

HBATRGR UFFE FRGE! | BANMEL EDCTORIAL  CAED
EIMIME I A TN J| STCRT ATORY
ARD TAE [T
FITIATIVES
L vICK | 03 -

PREF

~ Kid tastbe
| inclusive

At long last, an individual -
‘appieared in public 1o address
the need to compensate those
affected by the pil spill in-
Orienial Mindoro who ironically 5
wad neither the owner of the  p
ifated tanker MT Princess o Sois.
Empress nor the charierer,
San Miguel Cormp.

Tnstead, ihe lawyer of the
insirer, P& Club, held & press
briefing, saying claims will he
processed starting 27 March if
documents detailing losses :
from the catasirophe
will be proserted. |
It is hoped
that the insurer |
will not I‘l}l:lu]rﬁ f ;
ridiculously : =
| huge volumes of documents since Lhose who are suffering
| from the iragedy are mostly fishermen and townsfolk wha
are fot familiar with legal papers,
Lgaders of fishermen’s groups from Calapan, Pola, Nayjan,
Pinamalayan, Bongabong, Bulalacae, Mandalay, Roxas
Bansud and Gloria in Oriental Mindoro are demanding quick
reparation,
“The oil spill stole the source of Tvelihood of us fisher en,
aleader of the sectoral groups said. |
‘The compensation that the groups are asking for is at
least PAO0 & day for each fisharman during the duration of
the disruption of their trade.
As bunker oil continues to seep out of the sunken ahip,
the geonomic displacement grows which will make it lomger
for the communities to recover: : a2

“We are frightened Ul the situation may become 4 chtice| 66 :

of lifis or death for 118, aceording to the spokesparson of the|  Commesiona
The fisherfolk groups said the situation must be an mh
Aye-upener to the many dangers faced by life-giving recedled that
seas like the Verde Island Passage and must resalt In Bresier | Philinpine

measures for protection, : : Asrtsprudence
As of the latest report, the foating sludge has resched the | s nich with

area that, is called the Amazon of the Oceans. e invoiving
Thiss, the financial aid wil likely be seloctive and will cdie i s

from ¥k overage that 18 roported to be worth §1 billion, | | 470t the

. Eislnﬁﬂlsunmmcﬂnsiderﬂmitiaﬂl&mernb&mﬁfﬂie

levastated pommunities who will hear the burden of proof| for
their prediciment, _ . ! :
‘The insurer's presentation did little to eage the trepidation
pf the thousands of mainly eoastline residents whi 50
velihpods were displuced.
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The groups are concerned that none
personalities will come forward to talk ah '
steps sinee it has been a month of waiting sine

SMC, hummhud assumed in the past the
a gm;gd coTpaTate citizen, parhﬂllnr]y duri
pandemic when it claimed to have spent bil
help the government's respense program. |
- Ninw that the plea for help from the oil 5
than real, nothing is heard from the corpot

That is the reason for some to conclude|th
iI'I'lIl.?th m aworld drrmmatad by corporate gree

T e Nearly a month after dcdent, none
Al of the officials of the priheipally involved
Leaders of {jrms, tanker owner RDL Reield Maring
Sisheymen's - guiicas and SMC, the oymef of the toxic
W ¥ payload, have faced the pubfic.
Pola, Nawjan, SN, the country'shi st cpmylomerata,
Pinamalayan, has St 0o iF nul,hlng hiad happened as
Bongaborg, it kept clear of the incident] safe in the
Buledacas, thought that the law does nof include the
Mangeday,  charterer as heing responsible for an oil
g""’% spill.
s Amazingly last M Mayeh, fthe Senato's
in Oviental: cgmmlttea on environment, natural
Mindore gre  Fesources, and climate ¢hange started a
demanding  public hearing on the i spill and, in e
quick course of the fwo-hour g sq proceeding,
reparalion. | there was scant men of SMC or its
' : subsidiary which owned the cargo on
the vessel that sailed under jquestionable

NeCessary
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}Amn’t we Filipines blessed
tlmt our country is one of 18
mega-hiuﬂveme countries of the
warld, eontaining rwothirds of
the earth's biodiversity?

|Mind vou, between 70 and

| 80 percent of the world's plant

and animal species live on

> O our shores hut these natural
wﬁnders are, unfortunately,

under | hnnatant threat from

some of which are man-made.

Take a look, fur example,
at |the dmastairing ofl spills
Lhat have happened in the

past and, recently, in Oriental

Mmdnm and one gets a vivid
picture’ uf the environmental
and health impacts on the
Fili

term. The chemlcals released
during oil spills can be toxic
and cause a range of health
problems, depending on the
level an durathnﬂf £XposuTe,

|| stabe such as ours, this

Elniheﬂapmhlem
l | Imagine what oil
' spills can do to the vast
 population living in coastal
areas, both in Lerms of
their livelihood

oL

ne of the most common
Lk problems associated with
ml apills Is respiratory issues,
The v

iuqrimta’tmn coughing,
hieezing, and shortness of
. People who are exposed

hies Er Hmmls for -axtended

T

enhrngm_ental catastrophgsl .

. impact that oil api

ping paople. ;
)ﬂ%ﬂacmlm&amiﬁcant
i:m{g:t i human health, both
in the short term and the long

—--—-“,- - Foranarchipelagic

e vrganic compounds bl
.m]gﬁgﬂ ﬁmm 'the 0il can cause

LOWER
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severe Tespiraof 'y
 The other equall

is on our marine

ecosystems, Alre
segn reports of|ha
dong to the aguali

Area. .
© Wecan only ip
sort of havoe the
of industrial oil .

in the

on the life thriving
‘waters of Ur«fehEa’l indorg
and neighboring

begin to uncover the fill extent
~of the apill. ?

- If we can glean §nything
~ from similar I}ai i idents,

such as the 1999 oi

e'ad;

the sea, had significant
health impacts on the

. docal population, The toxde

cheinicals released caiised
skin irritation, respiratory
protdems, and other health
issues among the people who
livedl and worked npar the
affected area.

Of course, the prediceable
conclusion tn opinion picces
dealng with this topic i3 o

-periu.l:_:]s iy ﬂmra bp more call on the governiment and

ﬁhﬂsa responsible to ke
~ respimsibility for preven: ing

oil spills and properiy

h' eleaning up when they oc 2,

0 proteet the healih of | mh

we have people and the ervitonment.
being Bui lines like these hive
' in the  become a cliché, 2 banality

bownd Lo he repaalm vihen

'lhfs m!ght” be un. frl
thinking, and some world
say I'm being a Httle oftiopie
here, but the government

areds as we MU, increase its imestments

in allernative energy sources,
such is witul and solar pav %%r*,
to reduce the countri's

depmdence i fc-*;m f Bls

Guimaras and the 2008 oil spill  futuve: oil qpﬂls
in Eu‘hm Bay, there dre dark —— ' — Yada yuda
days ahead for t.he__er: ogyand &g yada.
human health in- he affected (0 spills St T ocan'’t
urea, car hiwe g fail to miss the
The 1993 Guimaras bil spa]l, sigmificant opportunity (o
for example, resylted in the MMPEcton a44 1y v
release of around 2 |million /e obvious and
o Juk Far. Lk .#-M#.Fl, 2 .
liters of oil ingo the sea, both i vapid “call to
P otk a1 i th iz the o iy
\ ng ngt oply the short lerm .aﬂ’._ﬂn ritial by
gr  marne ecosystem bul  gad the saying that, yes,
£ also the| livglihoods -~ lomg term,  the governmen
of the people st take action
who r.ie ended to prevem oil spills from

oil gﬁﬂl ca‘mae{i tespiratory
ems, ski.;l—kr; aiign, and

oceurringin the first plac ;',

income. The This fheans strengthening

regulitions around !.‘z a
transport of industrial o

ﬂtlmt heaith. Dprobigms|among and holding oil eompanio:

health impacts of e spill are

*“:Imﬂnﬂy t.he
In Subic Bay, whi
over _qulqm.timm:

dies  and iuwlividuals accounral e
longterm fur thu

damage they cause.
We should not tire of
holding the gavernment anc

il spill the “whodunnit® to accor
leasad o marder how & H!Emmgl_ et c
il into - and mgulm- this nuir b
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Tamaraw rangers

|
Iy Jorm g aias |, .'-.1:.'. 1454
!

HE hamr iz gn l
T?:ularrnrr Al the Aamarbw will s be

laurching asearh for u.-llhl ishelicvnd 1o
Be 3 svall pugulation o the iciaic wild lnffalo
3t M Halcon.

Trweering 2075 med rrsdt:cln." siglevel M1,
Halinnis e Bighest weas e b arolslan
s the 230l Bighest prak in the cou ry,

ML talcans iecp shapes have earned 1 the
rrpmarinnai Liwiag o of the i difficul and

fehnizaliy the m'il-:h.u-lenmun mMauntan te
clim i the “hidipotnes,

Hetre te the critically endasngered
indera bleeding heatl, a1 E|1r*'rmi-:_-.|}r'c i
un the island, M1, Halcon is aq ideal halitat
Far i Tamearaw,

il Antheay del MunrJo desistant
Frotected s Superintendent of the Mis

It Baer Kaliona! fark |r.1.sh|?‘| and tle .

wordicaler of the Tamaraw | Conservation
Program (TIF) balieves ey may hawe g
aood lead abeut Tamaraws In M, Halean,
On Wednesday, be said g Hle-. informant
interview team nf the |:|I"|.rdrtl1'll‘ﬂ|. of
Envirnment and Malural Resuurces iDEHE)
Tamaraw Lonseryation -'rngr.un dike
indla=nous peaple residonts of Farancay

to confirm existence of Mindoru

Laviaang 3t the foot of M2, Halcon about
LAmaraws,

ficcoiding L Tatay Garciana, 3 06
searg old sksidens andf respardent, e
aad bren tamaraws in ML Haloon in bis
pannfer years. The garters and quides of
mountaiarees ascanding Mr Faloan summil
had aclier confitned recent slghtings of
Toutgsarks for animal fracks) simila: o
cantlaus, oaly sailan” hie said

HI: said the TP wouid be condi ing
l.-eul“{a 60 £hweys by Jun = veitk ehe bepe of
Findirlg tamataw papulations in . Halcan,
Tae distance from Maunt Halcon ta
Muunts Tolit-3amn Kational 220k, knpwn
as the last stnghold of the remaning
|-Jmar:,El.-.' grapulation on the isfand, 15 about
Al kifameters,

M Inlit Bera Katians! Fark ju
sredininantly situated on the sie of
Deciddnial Mindato,

According to Dol Kunew, the
tamariw population on the ishand s now
fragmented. Thete are 1eportad sl ings
in different lacations and same ere slghted
near indigene s people (P comiuritiosar
1e05 putaide Fhair know lehitats
Heivzethuless, it wil be exriting to learr
That 2 tarmarae populatlan now inhabits Mt

== ==

Halcon, fue said, |

"This is sigriticant if fit is frie since
tamriwes wara fiest discosered i Crieatal
MEvdorein IR0 580 el Mundg.

Inoshe Last T2 decadss, e brmaraw

populationir Oriental Mivdbeo was B2 oved
extinct, he said.
It 2000 when o wiabla dopalatise

af lamaraws in it Limpany wesepartad,

Wi verified iat there ere opthan e

100 tamaraws there,” cel Manda facalled,
Having & wiable aapulalion 6 o ranga
for wlld anrals such ¢5 the (Mindern
dwatl buffala 15 4 welcan il apma L,
he added
A fragmented papulation, an Jlie ather
hand, is rut gocc news o5 lnsefling may
ecll eventually rsuiting innencl: sl
i affsping.
Acccrcing Lo Del Mundafthe cdigmrence
0 3 taimaraw populatia) 3 M, Haloon anfy
Mz the Eamaraw arc o hieing fa ad to
datohigherelevs tians, awaytrm fs homan
popilation, possibly becavse o] dey fapment
urwarse, hUnting ac vitios. |
Del Munla had earier Berad Bt the
highly tesritorial tavaraw may have boen
figiiting Far the sheinking t=rrisary L MIERR,
26 evidencad hy six carasses ol paung male

dwarf buffalu at Mt Hdl{

Earmarewes discevered arcund fhe MILNF in
202% and a2

This, he said, 5 aise the reason why
the T0% & now seriously considering the
rafocation of 4 viakle popalation of the
arimals in other areas o e island,

Wit Calavite dnd the Tamaraw Sene
Foal, wiers the famais tamaraw Kalioaib
wias Bk and died more than 20 |aje-
helrgeved.as pessible ralacaiion sites :le:-
atp;au of an ex-s:tu vr offsite cansarvatian
captive Erecding program.

Lzstveek, the IMCwisited amount2inous
are in Muesto Galera town ta laok inta the
aatential reiocation of the tamaraws,

Howevirs, Dzl Munde said thepasstlilty is
mol happzning in he near futlise, “Tts g very
verylory process. [Tl part of the feas bility
stuely for ex-sit gnd translocation (we 30e
comducting),” he saig.

Acccrding In Gl Muadu, the existance
of & wilid 1amaraw population in anv orea
nutslde tle MIBNP has a drawback as tliy
pasea danger to surrourding communities,

Unlilic their bigget cosins, e tdratan
ar the beast of burden, the shy and alusjve
EANId T s are very aqqressive wien copnerad
o threatened by humans, espedally wier
they ate with thelr vpung.
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ple E elling exotic birds nabbed in Manila
16 Chinese couple notorious for selling exotic and’

swho were identified as Fe Anita Dulat Qua and Wilson
re 29 cndangered Sun Conure hirds awhich cost upto

red birds has been arrested on March 10 in an entrap-
aration in Manila by operatives of the Mational Bureau
igalion Environmental Critne Division. Seized from.

or Pay,000 each, Authorities conducted thie operatdon
ntelligence report confirmed that the spouses were
eddling exotic and endangered birds without permit.
sled suspects were subjected to inquest proceedings
: Manila City Prosecutor for violation of Republic Act
or the wﬂaéluﬂhgmrcau Conservation and Protec-

¥ _aevBosER |
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AGAINST OPEN-PIT pin IES The Sbuth Cotabato provincial government's Hecls on todlift t
ban onopen-pit minig & met with loud protests on May 19, 2022, Gov. Reynaldo Tamayo
Irts veto of the lifting wa upheid b};-*a local court whose ruling was overturhied by tha'c.ﬁ;ﬁ of
Appealsin August l§ i yar —BOMG 3. AARMIENTO o | r Aedd

Notwithstanding
the pronouncement
of the Court of
Appeals, we remain
firm with our stand
that open-pit mining
operations in South
Cotabato pose a great
risk to the integrity
of the environment of
our province and its
neighbors. At stake
are the health and

Iwﬂhhmd&@ﬁﬁa

vl e
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of Appeals (CA) haJa
ter the campaign Againisk open-
pii mining in Sout “Cotabato,

it activists are undaunted and
vowed to sustain their oppo-

sition to this mining

which they say is dekrructive to
. the environment.

nade::munda d Aug. 2z,

a2, parts of which cir¢ulated

arpund the province oiy_this

wizzk, the CA declared that the
bar: on open-pit o mglin the
province was \ralim ; ut the pm—
hﬂﬂﬂnﬂ EFEM (370 mall=
sciale miners.

"'Fuﬂher,l’“sq iﬁ that
‘the ban on open-pit mining

does not apply td -gcale
mining operations ¢ f e said
provinee, particulatly the Tam-
patan Project” the|CA'S 2ard
Division based in C avan de
Qra stated. j

r_hg s |IJ1--— ‘:-& ek
in South ﬁqﬁhﬁ:ﬁ m
tovn, toured ;
tapped copper and golfl rmipe d-

tn.kmﬂ]&ﬂﬂﬁﬁ’d,].&'pwﬂ-
oped by Sagittarius Mines Inc.
Ther company says that open-pit
mining is the most 'Ign:%e&hnd
to £xtract shallow I' 3 gi'
B'laan pefition
’!hepmvince bh ha 'hﬂ:n
considered , as the!
hurdle to the operation gf the
$5.0- h‘llliun{ahnut?h yg-billion)
Tamipikan project. | I
The CA 23rd m] H’{i rul-

4

lli; but rather !:gal and|congis-
tent vith DAO (Deparrment

Eﬂd-e {n:f the Fhi.]ipp: =
| above 21l the Constitutign,” he
judge nad ruled. '

BLhup Cerilo Ca
the Dinzese of Marbel bles
whistls on the CA’s decisi
Thursday and urged 5o

tabato Gov. Reynaldo

Court
‘a blow

battle to defend the province
environment code,

ﬂig:enuus mﬂturni w munity,

whose lands would he mined
by Sagittarius, t'the pro-
wvincial governm ﬁt‘s 3

The petitioners queqnnned
the October 2020 dec&smn by
Regional Trial Court Branch 2
Judge Vicente Pefia, which up- |
held the prohibition dn open
pit mining in the bm'hqce s en-
vironment code, |

*Section 22 wlm'h hans
open-pit mining i mel;prownce
of South Cotabato is m::t inval-

diymef

i m?fﬂ”k “‘ﬂ“*“ﬁ %w

The bishop
o’ March 17 ex

cerns about the impll.caﬁnn Ef
ruling on tnnﬂuuirjeﬁ P
tentially Iaﬁ‘EcH!
pakan project. He asked ti-pd
governor to continue the wﬂ% fend the rights ofjthe ﬂmﬂj}&
i . ]

gy. It is of vital in
"Nnmthst;mding the préﬁﬂj the true meani
nouncement of the Court

Appeals, we temain firm with| compromised or |
aur stand that open- pit prelate ad.dei
6’geta%pns in South Co T’]@

the ordinance is

a staternent on T} md:q.r
~ "We trust that the gavemhr
shall exert his hest efforts to de-
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Of May 16, 2022, the Sang-
guniang Panlalawigan of South
Cotabate approved a proposal
Lo lift the ban on epen-pit min-
itg, cdusing public outragze and
triggering protests in this city.
0 weeks later, Tamayo
vetoed the controversial mea-
sure, gaying that it was hastily
decided and included question-
able provisions.

He|noted that there ware no
in the province when
forimey Environment Secretary
Foy Cinat ordered in Decem-

wide Ban on open-pit mining
i by e late Eoviron-
retary Gina Lopez.

ntentious method
Open-pit or surface mining

has beken contentious. Miners

say thaf il is a globally accepred

Easmﬂs urgeﬂ Tilhlil}."ﬂ 1o
the 30 parishes, the clergy
ang the ];wp«eﬂplue in "Illhe rhnra]

i el}r'in arder to save olF com-

scale mining np-eranans

Based on the samg ¢
sion, he added that Arees
‘Open-pit mining operatio
vested in the national g
ment under Republic A Ncr
7942, or the I-"hlhppurie
Act of 1995,

the provincial gmmrn lent
could no longer question RA

Hincial government  diy-
cldsed the CA decision (o their
stituents before t‘ii;} EOVET-
10l confirmed the court’s rul-

d 0 a radio mteruitw E«auiy

7942 In the Supteme Coyr
because it had aJreadg‘ af-
firmed its validity.

minitg method, buc environ-
menial advocates insist that
this techoigue has caused ex-
tensive envircnnentzl damage.
In Decerber 2021, during the
Duterte administration, the De-
partment of Environment and
Natiral Resourcsy {DENR) lifted
the ban on the open-pit method
ol mining for copper, gold, silver
and cornplex ares in the COHLILETY,
The ban, imposed in April
2017, was onie of the high-impart
measures taken by Lopez, whao
Wik kmown for her green adyvo-
cacies before she led che DENR,
The governor said he wonld
ry to meet with Environment
Secretary  Ma  Anionda  Yu-
lo-Lovzaga to discuss her posi-
tion an open-pit mining.
. The Lepal Riphts and Nat-
ural Resources Cenrer [LRC),
which works with communities
threatoned by the risks of OpED-
pit mining projects, said the pro-
vinclal government conld sl

ALLOWS LARGE-SGALE OPEN-PIT MINING IN S, COTABATO

appeal the CA decision,

"Thiz is not the end | of the
line for the opan-pit mining
ban,” said LRC legal services co-
ordinazor Rally Peoro.

“Certainly, the provingal
gevernment i behall of their

constitiencies Mas the dury wo
|appe:_l the CA dedcision precise-
ilv as the decision recognizes
’thﬂr police powa g™ he s!m]
The regulatonry 1olé of lo-
tal governments is “very|much
:[pa_l‘t” ol the pational mineral
’fan:t Tescurce povernance laws
fand “cannot be lUmited to fust
ismall-scale minitg projects,”
r1'-‘»5*-::1 o said
| | Fe noted thar Tamaya “is in
8 pricme position to push back
fgainst this curtallment of che
}aulun-;:nm? granted by the|Local
Government Cods (o local clief
EYEEU&WE defending cheir con-
gtituents' right to a balinced
and healthful ecology.” —wrrw a
REPORT FROM INQUIRER RESEARSH 11,
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THE Green Climate Fund, created
o support the efforts of develop- -

ing countries in responding to
the challenge of climate

has approved the $39. 2 million
Adapting Philippine Agriculwre
to Climate Change Project dutiag
its 35th hoard meeting in Im:h;am:,
South Korea,

The Kprea-based GOFE will fi-
naitce the project through a$26.3-
million grant o be co-finanged by'
the $12.9 million from the Philip-
pine government. The Departmeént
of Finance (Dol) serves as the

 Philippines’ national d&::gmied

autharity to the GCE.

In a statement, the DoF said e

project builds en the Adaptation
and Mitigation Initiative in Agri-
culture led by the Department of
Agriculture (DA) through activities
that will help the country shifi
toward a climate-resilient agricul-
tural system and increase climate
resilience in rural areas. !

It is the first CCl-funded proj-
&l to be impiemented by the D
and the Philippine Atmospheric,
GCeoplysical and Astronomical
services Administration in col-
laboration with the Feod and
ﬁ.gn-.ulture Organization {FAQ]
of the Umi-ed Nations, © - *

The project is seen to benefit
some 1:!5 rm]ln:m agncu]’turni

_ ippinexin Lheilf EF
", as the alternate board member for

“and ﬁr.d nf the co mll'}f

11l iinerable to oli-
mate change. The project seeks to
enahle beneficiagies 1o incorporate
viable climate-regilient agriculture

“technologies im their practices,
The project will alse increase

awareness abom climate change,

its risks and i [management
tovward: improvinp food seaurity;
im:rié;'ising ha nld ilmnrner; atid

'Ihe pqu:u] Ii:e implfmented

it of the Philip-
opulition, or about
20 million tut §f 313 million
rural peaple, More than half of

the rural papulation most likely

10 be affected by|the impacts of
climate change reside within the
prpfr:rt areas,

The project is dne of the three

} ﬁilidmg prrmnadla of the FAD

approved by the GCF board, and

one of the seven| proposals for

cretaty Mark
nited the Phil-
oard meeting

the Asia Pacific Grgup of the GCF
T™T






