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DE R to Pinoys: Join E th Ho ~rtonight
The Depar ment of En- climate change. aging in ivi ~als, communi- energy consumptior, thus

vironment an Natural Re- The DENR also enjoined ties an bu ~hesses to turn reduc~ng carbon emission
sources (DE R) yesterday its regional and field offices, off non ess ~tial electrical and h1armful 3ree nhouse
called on Filip' os to join the bUlJeausand attached agen- lights f 0 ~ hour on the gases,rhose biggest source
WorldWide F d for Nature ciEttnatiOnWideto switch off .last Sat ~d ! of March, as is eleCtricity.
(WWF)'s Ear Hour from the r lights for one hour. a symb of mmitment to According to the DENR,
8:30p.m. to 9: 0 p.m. today, n initiative of the WWF, the pla .~t. regionalofficeshav linedup
as part of gl bal efforts to Earth Hour is a globalmove- The ne our lights off other Earth our icrivities
protect the pI net an<l~t mt t~Id """.ally, encour- action . n cantly lowers _ .~Tum t, "age 2

will cut down waste and grees Celsius in Larts of Northern
from homes,schools, office Luzon. r
manufacturing sector," it The actual heat index, or human

The Philippines' Natio 1 e- discomfort index - the temperat JIe
termined co.ntribution ( C lhas . felt by the body r lative to high hu-
committed to a projected r du .on midity - may be *bout two degrees
and avoidance of greenh us I as higher.
emissions of7Spercent fro 2 . to . PAGASAsaid]that ~xtreme cau-
2030 for:theagtI~ei, : s rt, tion should be taken m these tern-
energY,rW~e;:~~!rY:~ii"Ifo " /1/ perature ranges.
sectors.eof which;t]! 'last . e are'·.... q&.~c.gency warned that high

~rg~d ~il pinos to s pport. F's sectorstt61I1..1;heb~NJi>I. r-tT.~}''ftempe~tures cor.ld have ad'~E'rse
invitatio to go an xtra rru e and 'The.NDC ISthe'co s ac ton effects OJnthe body, such as fatigue,
give an ur for Earth or to sPend plan to !:telp achi~ve tlte g _", tRe ".'bectt 'cr~mpsl hert exhaustior and
60 minu es doing someth ng or .Paris ~enti~ Iimit r ,m..-itneal-strtJike.
anything positivef~r Earth ~ .rnlis~·.,global ~~~~F~~_atu:I'eto b'. '~o~:-. F~m Marc~ to yesterday, the
awarene s on the c !lte en IS,"It .·.d~greeS~f1.~ltfS ~bqve.! .~J,.. us-~\il1gl1~...st-,kleat Infex recorded .by
added. ·.-tnalle,y:elS,}~d';top.u1;SU~ ffp to;':"PA~ASj~ was 4p degrees CelsIUS

It sai these indlude wa ahiW frlimittheiempeJatw:ef' ~ p;-~in San.Jose, Oq:idental Mir doro
docume tary or education filrfts./; d~greest~lsi.us: 1': •. /' ',,1 .j';:. :;\i·last Mai~p 17.
on envir nmental issu~s, s <eh~' "MM~~;;"st" , t "'.'f ....g"~":~'If~jturgedt~ public tc ('o~-
~ Entangleq Se!leS~ three:-' ,~, e~~~~a ure s ~~~e·~~ter, es ~~lally as th,=r

T
:_IS

mmute v deos ?r:biodiversi IO~~I:_' :,Meanwhlle, temper W in a hLgtt~r''Proba I11tythat EI Nifio
deep sea ed mmm~ planet lastlc}·j.··MetroManila may soar 0 Iisiz- could de'v:~lopfrom July to Sep-
nat~re-? se? solution and other zling 37.9degrees next m ~ver tember. I
topics.Ii temngtof'lodcasts rtalks the dry season, accordin to ate PAGASA s,:ld the easterlies
of the F, British Broad asting forecasters. . are currently ~ecting the eastern
Corp. a d TED Talks and j in'ing The Philippine Atm p ric, sections of Sou~ern.Luzon, the Vi-,
Earth H ur event~ near the Geophysical and Astr 0 .cai ..sayas and Min~~ao.;lMetro Manila

At th same time, the ENR ServicesAdministration ( G S~) < and the rest of e country may see
remin~e t~e pu~ ic to pr :p~rl'y said tlie teWR~a~re m r' e·3J.j.~P~~ .(~~~Y~ ies 'With isolated,

~;a: §.p .~ of gr~~ous~ e~.'" around35:9 to 37.9.Eegre C iu"§,: an4jQcalize~ ~.iders~s ~ .~.~!,~g~rf" ~?-te dlSp~"S j ~d" ,PAGASA forecasters ai haf" .,...,2~d~a' C~G.a~-o, Romina "
red'uCIn ,!eusmg and recychng temperatures could peak t de~abrer~, Rho.d1a VIllanueva jIl
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Earth Hop
briugsh

: An 'hour of dar,

e for Planet Earth
ights out! That coul be,fhe most crippling
predicament that r sid ntial consumers
and businesses will a-J, to wade through
especially in the heat f t~ summer months.

But today, March 25, ther will be a "moment of
darkness" - but instead of rig§ering Filipinos to
be hot under the collar, it wi us,er in hope for the
future, especially in abating c 'ma~e change risks and
in viably preserving Planet E th tjor the generations
to come.

The spotlight will on the "E~th Hour," which
calls on all citizens of the w rld, 0 switch off their
lights and electronic gadget fon ne hour - from
8:30 to 9:30 p.m. --.: and wi I e brace that as an
opportunity for action as we 1 as to ponder on the
significant contributions they an make to concretize
the goal of taming global w mi~g for humanity's
survival.

Framed under the the e" ~iggest Hour for
Earth," WWF- Philippines, th prime mover for this
movement, is also advocatin fo~ the "Earth Hour
Virtual Run 2023" from Marc 251April30 this year.
It is aimed at sustaining the 0Tentum reinforc-
ing awareness about climate ha~e and how every
individual, community, and 0 ga ization can take a
stand for the planet's long-t rm health as well as
on the bid fOJ'sustainable en gy future.

In the country this year an om-yards, the pervad-
ing scenario will be "tight po er ~upply" and there
could even be probabilities of ot'l~ipnal brownouts,
hence, pressure abounds for II c?nsumers to em-
brace energy efficiency and co servation (EE&C) for
their lifestyle changes.

Energy Secretary Raphael
leading this track and whippi
on how avoiding wastage in
be the country's saving grace

. Mf Lotilla has been
:u!l the conversation
le~fIiicity usage will
gainst a threatening

ess'

full-blown en~'rgy crisi .
However, ilipinos S\il\ struggl on that journey

not only in ter s of app~~ciation a d understanding;
but more so in putting tl?at into pra tice. Hence, that
is a sphere where the gpvernmen would still need
to intensify its leadersh~p call. ,

Beyond e~ergy eff~'ciency, 0 her technology
solutions are also dang ed into th mainstream to
underpin the country' energy t ansition agenda
- primarily massive scale renew ble energy (RE)
installations and electric vehicles eployment that
will ultimately bring the, Philippine into its net zero
carbon emissi9ns path""iay.

Carbon-neytrality, af anchored n the "net-zero
pledges" of ma~y corporations, fin cial institutions
and various industry ch ins, has en accelerating
initiatives on the priva e sector .de to lay down
their Own decarbonizati n targets ather than wait
for governments to con retize bol steps for us to
meet the 1. 5 dJgrees C 1 mit on te perature rise so
we can keep pl~net'Eartl1 a "liveabl world" through
generations, '

As envisioned, financial reaHo ation to "green
solutions" will ~ot only ~eqUire tra sformation and'
revolution in ~~siness pproaches, rather, these'
could engender thabirth nd rise of ewenterprises,
such as on the sphere o~ digitaliza 'on and broader
investments oq cleaner energy te hnologies. That
could create 1'" reen j07s" and 0 portunities for
many people ile the rorld trim overall carbon
footprints. I

Indeed, our devotion to the pla et shall not just
be confined to 'yearly p~rticipatio in the "Earth
Hour." Instead, it should be our (( tress test" that
will constantl~ remin~ us to ad ance commit-
ments and solutions tov.jard an en rgy-secure and
environment - f~iendly future.

J'
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Power s pplXfine, still not E I rth Hour
THE governme t has asked local
officials to joi the Earth' Hour
celebration ant] encourage their
constituents to s 1tch off lights from
8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. tonight (Saturday)
to send a strong and urgent message
on the eed for collective AiJi12\Wtik,

Power ...
FlomAl

~, ...
. The Department qf Enviroriment and
Natural Resources urged Filipinos to
observe "Earth Hcur". on March 25 in

. support of the global efforts to protect the
planet and fight climate change.

TIleDENR also enjoined its regional and
field offi s, ~ r~agen~

180 countries and territories.
This year's E Hour activities in

the country will be geld at Quezon City
Circle, Quezon Ci ,

The DOH, toge er with the World
Wide Fund for Nature-Philippines
(WWF-Philippines) I said the annual
event takes the ini iative of! generating
awareness to help address the climate

"crisis and promote measures that help
reduce en,ergy cons ption through the

action to ad s 1mate change.
This devel ed the Department of

Energy assure the blic on Friday there
would be no' d rt" warnings on the
country's pow ' ly for the entire Y{:aI".

Energy nd ecretary Rowena
Guevara said onl "yellow alerts" are
expected to b rais d in different pans of
the country. . Next IJIIge~-

of Health also
to join the rest of
ng Earth Hour on

lia in 2007, the
I has become he
oots environme ~~al

arminsl ever 7,000 cities and~~~~~
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Public
urged:

Conser
water

By BELLA CARIASO

, As the government
f-orthe El Nino pheno
later this year, the Nt'
al Water Resources
(NWRB) is urging the
to conserve water. -

Sevilla David Jr.,NW~
ecuti.vedirector, said COf
ing water may help pre
repeat of the 2019 expe i
in which the water Ie
Luzon's Angat Darn drl
to as low as 116meters. ,

"In 2019, few typhoo
tered the country. As a rr
we .experienced the 101
level of Angat Darn of
meters in June, July in t
We want to prevent this f
happening again," David'
yesterday in a radio intery

He added that agencie~
the Metropolitan Waterw
and Sewerage System (
and the National Irrig~t n
Administration (NIA) w ,e
already tasked to find 0 er
sources of water to mini . e
the impact of El Nino.
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"II ' 'h f'93.2 perc t reported t ere as always
sufficient " . gwater whil 4.9percent
said they perienaed not ha .ng enough

"It is bett th r rhis early, we manage supply at ast oncEias it was ot available
and conserv 0 ater supply (so that) from sour .,
in case the . -'0 phenomenon will The PS said 84!percentof amiliesdid
affect us, w ei epared and there is not treatth I'lwaterto\;;nsureitis afetodrink,
enough wat to ply the needs of our 'Amon 'the dif~rent regio s, the Na-
people," Da' a ' said. tionaJ.Ca 'tal Regi en and Ce tral Luzon

I As of 6 a. ye tday, the level of the had the hi est per ntage off 'lieswith
Angat Dam s !~,3mete", Slightly access t? sic se~ce level f drinking

i lower t~an T rs ay s 20~.63meters. ,water WI 1i 9.3per ,enteach.
David no d at while 204 meters ,The Ca ,yan V ey and Ilo os regions

is higher tha] th 180-meter minimum came in ne ,: with 99.1percent ach.
operating Ie 0 e dam, the govern- 'Those .th the least acce s to basic
ment and the '0 tillneed to make the service lev of d~' .ng wat were the
necessary pr ~ns, considering that Bangsamo Auton mous Reei n in Mus-
the Philippin , theric, Geophysical lim Mind '0 (B ) at 8 .8 percent,
and Astrono i .cesAdministration Bicolregio I,~'It 90.1Ptf, centand amboanga
(PAGASA)a 'ad ,arned that EI Nino peninsula' 90.2percent. 'f

might be expe . n 1in the country start- " When it ','ames tf sanitatio , the PSA
ing in June or ly. said about " percent of thef ilies had

Angat Da s 'plies more than 90 basicsanita 'bn servieelevelor sed an im-
percent of Me 0 anila's potable water proved sani htionfacilitythat is ot shared
needs and pro . es .~the irrigationneeds' with anoth i househrld last ye , up from
of25,000hect ' s 0 bnlands in Bulacan 80A percen n 20,20. _
and Parnpanga, "Those , ich had a limite*, service
. "As of x:o~, th 55 and .~IA .are leveloru~ ~improvedsanita onfacility
Implementmg I e Jcessary mItIgatmg shared WIth., '0 or Jore house olds was
measures and ;rncy plans likedeep at 10.2perc t. ~'
wells and oth ' ~ces of water, aside Families, 'I vhich ad an u . proved
trom theAngat . eludingtheLaguna servicelevel, r use of ' it latrines,without a

'i Lake," David e added that com- slab or platf', , we at 2.7percent, while
pared to2019, ismoreprepared 2.6percent .d no s " tation fa lity.
for E1Nino this I Regions "ith the highest p rcentage

"Wehavede I theCardonaTreat- of families' 'ith basic service ' nitation
meritPlant,it . . . . e the impact facilitieswe ~' entral Luzon(92. percent),
,,;>fEINino.We, ~thePutatanWater calabarzon,' 0.4 pe~rcent)and agayan
Treatment..The theIp augment our Valley(8~.8 rcen~).. os~with elow~st
water requirem 'r pointed out. percentage familia WIthbas c service

Accordingto ?oudseedingopera- sanitation f 9ilities were BA M (51.6
tionswillbetheI onofthegovernment percent); Soc] ksarget"(73.8per ent) and
to increasethe el ofAngatDam. Central Visa ~s (76.3 ercent), "

"We are coo 'hg with PAGA5A ThePSAs ·~92.2p centoft . ieshad
and MW55in th seeding operation. a handwas .1 facility last year, up from
Farmers canals t conservingwater 90.6percent i ,2020. .
to ensure that t "pf Angat Dam will It said 70.' percent of farnilie have a
notreach its cri I el," he said. ,fixed facility I·thsink or tap in e dwell-

Meanwhile, . 'ppine StatisticsAu- inglastyear, ·lell.2percentu d afixed
thority(PSA)s 'y s dwed that almostall facilitywith si or tap in theyard and 10.6
Filipinofamilies' e ountryhad accessto percent used: mobile objectlike. bucket
improvedsource . . gwaterlastyear. or jug or kettle'

In its 2022 overty Indicators Calabarzo ~and W~stem Visa~s had
Survey(APIS),it d that 97.6percent the highest pe' .eniage of families ith ac-
oJt familiesin the had an improved cessto basic' .cehandwashing acilities
source of dri lter last year, up at 97.7perce' each, followed by Central
~:Hghtlyfrom 97. ' mt in 2020. Luzon at 96.1rrcent. "

ThePSAsaid re halfor 54.3per- On the ot ihand, regions ith the
centoftheseho 01 I ~their~- lowest perce 'ge of families wi basic
ingwaterfromre g tions.Piredwater handwashin !faci1iti~s were B RMM
intodwellingsw ercommonsource (75.7percent), pastern Visayas (8 .2 per-
of drinkingwater, percent, .cent) and Soc sksargen (81.4per nt),

Of the familia ' ed by the survey, With Louella De iderio
I

From Page 1
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ITis enc uraging at the imp' nding EI Nino-drive seasonal
water crisis is being acknowle ged at the h ghest I Is of gov-
ernment, with President Ferdi and R. M rcos Jr. 9' king the

unexpected [but very welcome dec sion to form an Offi~ of Water
Manageme t via an executive or er earlier this week. II rom our
perspective, this was a necessary ntervention on the R rt of the
President to correct the failure of ongress to act on tIll pending
Departmen of Water bill, and we agree with the Presi1 nt's view
that the o~e of Water .Manage ent is a stopgap meas reo

Unfortu ately, somereac- Ill··' ~
tions from e Senate to the an- •X •. I

nouncement from Malacanang The SCient/1
seemed to indicat that law- . evidence is t at
makers co sider the problem h"
of inefficie t and Jnnecessar- we ave a w'fer
ily complic ted wath manage- crisis. Wea
ment solve with tile creation •.
of the new ffice. Iffhis is truly tmsus ng wier,
the Senate's perspective, it is polluting wa er
a mistake, because the water d h .J
crisis we are expecting in the an C ang/l 9
upcoming ry season will not the whole gl al
be a tempo ary problem. h .

On the %e of the UN Water ydrologlcal cle,
Summit held March 22 to 24 in through wha we
New York the Global Commis- . .
sion on the Economi~ of Water are domg to he
(GcEW) published ¥1 alarming climate. It's a 1 iple
report, which revealed that fresh f ..'

waterdemand globallywillexceed ens IS.
supply by 40 percen~by the year ~ JJ
2030. Obviously,some parts of the orld are facinga more dire future
than others, but as even the Presid t noted the Philippines contends
with constrainedwatttsupplies even periods ofnormal weathercondi-
tions, whicHis a ea iron for a co surrounded b J

•

I Water is
a seaso
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. The GCEW report il ti ~ sever~l broad d uses for the rapid
depletion of fresh wate s~ 'lies. T.~etwo largest of these,.the re-
port explains, are unsu ill' le agncultural us of water driven by
government subsidies w as overuse of wa!er resources by .e
mining industry. [oha 0 . trom, director 01: the Potsdam Insti-
tute for Climate Impa Re I rch and co-chailtman of ~e GCEW,
and a lead author of re art, said in a medl a intervier that the
world's neglect of wa r ~urces was leading to disaster. "The
scientific evidence is t have a water crisis. We ar~ misus~ng
water, polluting water d nging the whole global hydrological
cycle, through what w omg to the climate It's a tr~~~e,crisis.·

Ailof which means impending summer water ~IS IS more
likelyto become away0 ife ther than an occasionalor seasonal prob-
lem. Fortunately,the r rt i 'cates that the Philippines 9as a c~uple
of advantagesthat will vi t leasta bit of tiIDI~to develop'solutIons.

First, as an archi~ go I e cou~try is less affecte? by .0 . er
countries' water use; ne ample IS the ne<l~-const1nt friction
experienced among f nel;>ors along the lv1lekongRiver.About
half of continental q ntr 'fresh water supply can ~e traced to
evaporation from nei b ring countries, bul~that is npt a ~ignifi-
cant factor here. Seco d, nlike a number 01: other countries, the
Philippines has not t r ached a point where demand excee~s
potential supply of w r, Ifhough much of that water may be dif-
ficult to access.Water rm ~d in the Philippines as of2019 was just
under 75 percent o~ te tial supply; Whlcl] compares favorably,
for what it's worth, c ?ntries such as South Korea and India,
w.here demancl. is nea y 1 ipercent of supply, and the Gulf States,
where water demand c s supply by between 10 and 38 times.

Those advantages I on useful if the country acts n?w, however
before accessiblewa up ies are overwneln;lt:dby deTand from a
growing economy an op lation. While the details of the scope and
mission of the new q eo aterManagement areyet to be disclosed,
the GCEWreport off ,1 s e pointers on which direction it should
take Among its reco dations are reconnguring and improving
water management 1fing the Departrf nt ofWa~erwould do,
if Congress ever sees to ass the measure - imposing stricterwa er
conservation and pol ,tio control standards, and expanding in est-
ment in water suppl nd management i ructure *ough d red
government spendin 'Ias public-private partners .ps.
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Korea to
Illrespon

. Repub ie 0 Korea Coast
Guard (K G) ersonnel are
expected t ~rri e in Manila on

. March 27 t help in the ongoing
oil spill 0 erati ns in Oriental
Mindoro, hile a other remote-
ly operated vehic e (ROV)or un-
derwater r bot f rom the United

Marine Services, Inc., has no c pa i -
ity to drain the fuel and,seal the le ~s
since -it is only meant to survey be
vessel, Balilo said. ~

"Naghahanap pa tayo ng OV a
makakatanggal doon sa langi . N -
doonna tayo sa phase na nak ha n
na natin ng image, mayroon a t -
ong idea kung anong mga na li-I
na mga tangke. Ang sa atin gay
kung paano siya mapipigilan We
still looking for an ROVwhic co d
extract the oil. We are alrea y t a
phase where we took images, e h ye
an idea where the leaking ta ks r.
What we are now concerned is ow e
can stop [the leaksl)," he co tin ~ .
"Kailangan natin ngayon isa g V
pa at mayroong mga nag-o- ffe
amin like 'yung NDRRMCmay 00

silang tinitignan na pwedeng ag
dito.Kami sa coast guard, na kip
usap kami sa US-kasi tapos na
assessment nila-na may ma uh
ROV from US Marines na ay
sumispsip ng langis (Weneed not
ROVand we are receiving off rs,
the NDRRMCis looking at on wh
they can bring here. For us in t e c
guard, the US is talking to us si e
they have already completed t eir
sessment-and they can get n
from the USMarines which ca dr
the fuel)," he added. Experts f om
US Coast Guard Pacific Strik Te
arrived in the country earli r t
week to assist the PCGin the il s
res onse.

--+--~DA=TE=----- -

idered by the
ard (PCG)to
uel from the

mando Bali-
erson, said
rom the KCG
G's oil spill

orts
ov- ~4

But the IPCG off ial admitted they
don't knoi how 1 ng it would take
before thE1couid lnd the ROVthat
can bag the oil, s al the leaks, and
patch the eracks 0 MT Princess Em-
press. It was report d that the sunken
oil tanker sustaine 23 crac on the
ship's surh.ce whic caused the cargo
oil to leak. The ve sel was carrying
800,000 liters of ndustrial fUE'1oil
when it sank off Naujan, One tal
Mindoro on Feb. 2 .

"Hindi ko mas got pero (I can-
not answer that b t) we are racing
against time, J) Bali 0 said when asked

.about the limeHne or the acquisi ion
of the Ro~r. \

He explained t at until the up-
graded ROVis acqu red, the PCGcould
only do SOl much Ii e cleaning up the
leaking fUlel:"An gagawa lahe t eh
'yung RO\I'- 'yun bagging sea ng,
and patchirig. Sila ng makakap .nta
sa ilalim, eh (The OVis the only one
that can do every hing- bagging,
sealing, and pate ing. It's the only
one th~t can go un erwater)."

Impa rt on e vironment,
tour sm

Meanwhile, the traces of oil spill
monitored in the oastal waters of
Verde Island in B tangas City have
been cleaned up, a cording to B .ilo.
The Verdd Island assage, a s rait
which separates ndoro and L\ z n
islands, is con sid red the "Ce ter
of. the Cenlter of arine Shore fish
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Biodiversity" du to it rich marine
resources.

"Around 300 mete slang 'yung
nakuhang langis Veryminimal siya
(Around 300 met rs 0 oil were col-
lected. It's very inim 1),n he added.

Baliloalso all ed t e concerns of
Batangas znd Di nrict Rep. Gerville
Luistro that resid nts i Bauan,Lobo,
Mabini, San Luis, San Pascual, and
Tingloy might be affec ed by the oil
leakage, endang ring their primary
source of livelih oa s .Ichas fishing
and tourism like be f med beaches
which are expec tl to be center of
attraction especi l,y a the summer

.season officially tarts.
At present, t ere is no ban on

leisure activities nd fi~ing expedi-
tions in Batangas sam said.

"Maliban sa d·rectl affected ng
oil spill halimba j Pol and Naujan
(Oriental Mindor ~, Si!uro the rest
of the area ng Mi idor at Batangas
ay safe pa po na alig an. Kahit po
'yung Semirara (C lUya~n,Antique)at
northern Palawa ,\val pong prob-
lema at pwedeng ala in ng turista
at i-enjoy ang ga~ a ng ugar (Except
for those directly ffect by oil spill
such as Polo and auja, maybe the
rest ofMindoroan ~ata gas are safe
for leisure activiti s. Th re's also no
problem in Semi ara a d northern
Palawan, and thes may be visited by
tourists to enjoy t e be uty of these
destinations)," Ba ilo n ted.

"Hangga't wal pon announce-
ment at wala pon ma ibay na ba-.
!tayan, i-o-open ~ng atin 'yung
leisure activities 1 10sa abini dahil
spot Cyan(Aslong ~s th re is no an-
(oun~ent and song_l_b~a~si~s~[~f_o_ra_~~ ~

respons
11 leaking

to train
As this

States will
fisherfolk w
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Korean epas
guard jO~*in~

Oil~~~ ••..~up.
A Korean Coast the ited Stat~s_.gov-

Guard team will arrive ernm t annow'lced an
in the Philippines on addit~o' al PIO-million
Monday to help in ongo- aid tol upporr oil spill
ing efforts to contain the mana! ment and envi-
massivs oil spil! from ro~m ~al. as.se1.sment
the sunken motor tanker amid 'sInkmS of the
in waters off Naujan, MY Pr cess Empress.
Oriental Mindoro. "On .Mon d av, the

At the same time, I I, Turn to Pa~e 4

Kc)rean F~~m
South Korean expert:
at the headquarters 0
pine Coast Guard (R G»)I'fRear
Admiral Armand B il~, PCG
spokesman, told re ' te'
forum yesterday.

"They will make Iqv
~Iand, hopefully, they (DU

offer a final solution a
(remotely operated veliifle)
this proolem," Balilo, ddea
Filipin~1 added.

In a Istatement, the
the Ko:n~angovernme
commitiled to providi 0

',. . 1esponse equipment, ~ c
o tons CIfsorbet pads ,d s,

11,000 meters of solid lot
urtain boom and 2,0, s
ersonal protective eq . m
Bali]() said the P li

.overmnent is now h, di~g to
he second level of th oil
esponse operations, hi

~

o cover the 23 oil-lea g
f the sl1pken Princess m

hat can only be don : hr,gotherROV.
He explained that

f omJap~ln was used to
s en tanker, but is n

!patchingthe oil-leakin
~ was designed only for
1 g surveys.

I Meanwhile, the cap
c ew of the Princess Em
p ared yesterday before
i nal Bureau of Investi

anila fOl!"questioning ,
si ing.

They were interviei~d
t eir statements taken as e
c~psidere~~"persons of in ! es
the ongoillg investigation.

~
Pl0 M aid from US
Through the US Agency for

International Develflment
(USAID), the US gov· nment
is providing an additi ial Pl O
million ($183,700) wor 'of as-
sistance to the provin i '1 gov-
ernment of Oriental Min. oro in
response to the oil slick

In a visit to calaHt.' City,
Oriental Mindoro on T sday,
USAID Philippines missi •direc-
tor Ryan Washburn a d~~ced
that the additional suppo:rjtt!wi'·11be
used to train fisherfolk dis ' laced
by the fishing ban so th y can
deploy as citizen scientists 10 con-
duct coastal habitat assessments in

. the province.
Through its partnEfship

with the ABS-CBN FOU, ~.tion,
USAID will also asse and
monitor the impact of e oil
spill on the coastal cornmu] ities

.In Verde Island Passage.
. Washburn handed ov r the
first batch of personal proltctive
equipment, hygiene kits a~ spill
cleaning supplies to Ori ntal
Mindoro Gov. Humerliro]] ,olor
and observed ongoing clb nup
and assessment activities i the
municipality of Pola. EarliE this
month, through its partnf ship
with the World Food Pro am,
USAID supported the D~ art-
ment of Social Welfare all De-

.velopment (DSWD) in trans ort-
jng 20,000 food packs for fa ilies
affected by the oil spill.

The US government is a~yely
assisting the response to the O~~l~.pill
with a team of experts from th . US
Coast Guard and the US Nab nal
Oceanographic and Atmosp eric
Administration arriving illon ntal

~
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Mindor9 earlier thiS;eek to fssist
in asses ing affect d areas and
providin subject m tter expertise
on effecti e methods iOcontaill and
clean up e spill.

Di ers ne,ded
Yeste~ ay, Iustiqe Secre~ary

Jesus Cri pin Remulla reque~ted
the Offic~ of Civil Defense (OFD)
to send di ers to assist in meafur-
ing the ra of oil spillage fr0111the
sunken v ssel. 1 ±

'Wew tdiverstoLpmedo to
be able to culatetherrteofsp· age
to the oce to know how much oil
js pouring ut of the tanker; an±we
asked the CD to mobilize s me
of the div I of the Armed For , s,"

emulla to reporters.
He also revealed ill,at the gtv-

rnment h s hired a consultan to
. calculate e remaining amoun of
oil in the v ssel in a more efficient
manner.

PC, no ;sail
ile, the PC~ will strilct-.

~

impleme t a "no C~C, no sap".
. olicy, w ich mean~ that sea
t ansporta, ion systetfs will be
r~..quired to, resent t.h~.',rupdated
certificate f public c , veniente
(epe) befor being allo ed to S~il.

Balilo sa' d this mOI~e on t e
pp.rt of the .G is aimed at avoi _
irlg the sa e indiscretion th t
allowed M Princess ~mpress to
s~t out to se without t, e prop· r.
documenra on that gu ',rantees a
vessel is fit t sail. I:.. 1

The Marl e IndustIf Author-
itYhad said, at the CP~. issued tb
Princess Emp ess was not •uthenti~ ..
- Michael unongba :",n, Ne'l
Jayson Serv 11os, BelIal'Carias ;
Paolo Romen
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By Rey E. R II uejo and
Macon RamrS-Araneta.
JUSTICE Secretary Crispin Remulla
has asked the Office of Civil Defense
to mobilize divers to the site of the MT

pouring out of th tanker.And we asked the coast of Oriental
the OCp to mobilize some of the divers gerous for any diver
to the Armed Fo~es," Remulla said in an eir death.
ambush intervie . ecommended. That's

Ho ever, in .television interview, V'(remotelyoperated
the Philippine Coast Guard said diving f ~the ship). In the very
400 """"" bel r sea l",:~~:.~ere tho It N""~'

DOl"1 MJ,I"' Samahang Mandaragat ",; MT Prince I E ~.'" carrying :,000 food J.,., to the affected Om','I' Banilad, want to sue the owner of the about 900,000 I ters industrial fuel oil I,D the muni~pality ofPola.
From A,.1 MT Pnqe, ss Empress for the damage the .when it sank d to ng waves on Feb, Aside fr~ Pola, the municipalities

tanker cja ed to their livelihood, their '28,AII20peo I on ard were rescued, ;~aujan,Bon abong,Pinamalayan,Rox
beginning, ifiteould be ived by ~person, preSi~dn emie Senorin said in a TV As of Thu ~y, total of 163,498 Gloria, Bans d, Mansalay, Bulalacao, a
we would have done it \ready. But is intervie. people or 34, t3 f lies in Mimaropa Calapan are also affected by the oil sl
depth . i~ really differe i," Commodore Me wile, the South Korean and Western y ave been affected lIS identifie by the Provincial Disas
Geronimo Tuvilla, Inci ent Commander gove e t has dispatched its coast by the oil spi~, eN onal Disaster Risk Risk Reduct on and Management Off
ofOiI Spill Response M' doro, toldABS- guard to lp in the cleanup of the oil spill Reduction an M gement. Council (PDRRMO) of Oriental Mindoro.
CBN News, offN~a~ town. . (NDRJWC) s ' . Legarda 'I also met with DSV.

Most technical or e pert divers can "This s the first time Korea has A state of 1 il Secretary 'R4x Gatchalian to discuss t
dive safely down to 100 eters (328 feel) provide assistance for the preven.tion cities and muni pali other assis!a1ce needed.
but would 'still need sp ial equipment to of m . elPOllution, and Korea highly At least 19 0 On M~? 10, Legarda called on t
do so, the ABS-CBN re rt added. . values ~ importance of restoring areas oil spill. concerned ~enate committee, with t

Still, Remulla said e government affected environmental disasters and Senate Pres cooperation pf all government agenck
has also hired a consul t to calculate acciden ,"theKoreanEmbassyinManila Legarda and to immedi~IY conduct an inquiry t

how much oil, if any, is (mleft from the said in a acebook post on Thursday. Welfare an4 U11: enviro ental, health, and touris
900,000 ,iters of industri I fuel the tank r The I Korean .' govemment would 'reached out to impact of the oil spi\'
carried before sinking. also giv~ ~O' tons of sorbet pads and the massive oil .The PC; meanwhile, has soug

The Department of J stice chief sai~ . snare~, ~'9°Ometers of solid flotation In coope ith the local the assistan of the International (
this was discussed with fense Secre~ curtain bPO~m,and 2,000 sets of personal government ental Mindoro, Pollution Co pensation Funds (I PC:
Carlito Galvez Jr, duri g the meetin~ pr~t~ti.v equipment (PPE) to the Legarda's offie DSWD provided to boost the fOuntry's efforts in cleanii
Thursday of the Oil Sp II Inter-Agency Philippin s P2,OOOworth 0 'er the Assistance up the oil spill offNaujan town in Orient
Committee. The P I said the Korean government to Individuals i ituations (A1CS) Mindoro. (~ee full story onllJle I

A group 9riental would al 0 rovide technical expertS. program to 500 n and distributed nr,rnilastantlllrd.nel)
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i I,
risky

ess t help measuredie rate
oil om the sunken tanker'

I spreading to other

di eh to come do r.1 to
cuI iIe the rate of s illage
o ow how much oil is



Isl

Nau!' n Oriental Mindloro on 28 Fet n<!ry, Red areas show the location of vulne able n ne
ntab' rom the comjpanies involved, especially the cargo's owner, and they must pay ~ he

'IIfIJ

This devel ed as the Univers ~
Of!fhe Philip ines-Mar,ine Scie ce
In litute on ednesday reporte i
po slble oil s ck on ocean wat r
of Oriental Mindoro, citing
Tu sday repo by the United Stat
Na~tonal Oce ic and Atmosphe i¢
As]~ciation. ~

P-MSI sai the oil slick spott d
.on Tuesday at 10:11in the morni g
m asured a ound 37.84 squa~~
kil meters hich, they said, Is
ro ghly the si e of Las Pifias City.

P-MSI sai the oil spill could
rea h the Ver e Island Passage y

the end of the week due to easte
winds, based on projections from 7
to 26 March. I

Experts, fear the oil spill pul
affect the rich, biodiversity t
Verde Island Passage. Conse tio
International said that food reso rc
and livelihood in the strait ser tw
million people, and it is a k pw
shipping route.

Oaritas Philippines on Thulfsda
announced it has colle te~
PI.56 million in donations t ' ai
communities that benefit fro th
biodiversity of the Verde Island
Passage.

" e s ill's immediate after at

Stri ter guidelines
The grou urged autho i les t J

implement icter uideli 5 for
maritime an shipping com) ies,
under the joi responsibility r tit '
government and prilate firms, at;

concerns not only human health
risks but al~;vdamage to deep sea
corals, animals, and potentially oth er
ecosystems ~ at are unseen from the
surface. Additionally, the los e and
disruption in commercial fi herie
will result i an eco omic slump,'
Stella Maris tromoter and Balanga
Bishop Rupe ,0 Cruz Santos said In
a statement.

1~ -



well as support for local fishermen,
including those whose livelihood
have been impacted by the oil spill.

It also called for policies to aid
in the protection of the country's
marine ecosystem.

"For the time being, programs
can be implemented to train the
fishermen in acquiring new skills
that they can use to earn a living
until conditions are safe for them to
go back to fishipg. Also, resources
should be provided by which they
will have access to any possible aid
they can avail of," Santos said.

"Calmer seas and larger slicks
should be taken as an opportunity
to collect the oil in slicks near the
sunken tanker using booms and
skimmers to ramp up cleanup efforts
and prevent the pil from spreading
further," the group said.

However,given the change in wind
pattern from th~' westerlies to the
easterlies, or winds corning from the
east, UP-MSI said the oil could be
blown in the direction of the Verde
Island Passage.

In a related development, Justice
Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla
yesterday asked the Office of Civil
Defense to mobilize its divers to
measure the rate ~Oil spillage from
the sunken MT P 'ncess Empress.

Remulla said," e want divers to
corne down to be able to calculate
the rate of spillage to know how
much oil is pouring out of the
tanker. And we are asking the OCD
to mobilize some of the divers to the
Armed Forces."

The DoJ chief said the government
has also hired a consultant to
calculate how much, if any, oil is still
left in the tanker.

The use of OCD divers was part
of the discussion of Remulla with
Defense Secretary Carlito Galvez
Jr. during the Thursday meeting of
the oil spill inter-agency committee.

On 28 February, the MT Princess
mp ress sank off Najuan, Oriental
indoro while carrying 900,000

C
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liters of indust ial oil, affecting
almost 100, 00 residents of the
province.

The Marit e
has issued a ce
against the m
tanker whil th
ongoing.

Applicati ns or compensation
for affected esi ents, meanwhile,
will begin 0 M ~day. The funds
will corne fr In t ~ Protection and
Indemnity, 0 P ;1 Club, a mutua.ll
insurance as oci ion that provides
risk pooling for it members, which
are ship ower , operators and
charterers.

Affected resi nts must bring
docurnentatio to rove their losses.
A temporary offi e will be set up
at the Orient 1 ~doro provincial
capitol buildi g i alapan. Mobile
caravans will ~o going around to
affected area to llect resident '
claims.

Meanwhile M ritime Industr r
Authority s ok sperson Atty.
Sharon Aled s id the Marina.
oil pollution ma agement fund.
was released on hursday on the
request of the PC

Aledo sai P million wa
released, pa t the roughly
P70 million OP F revolving
fund establis ed iJmder the Oil
Pollution Corn ens t~onAct of 2007.
It comprises on ibutions from
owners and 0 er ors of tankers
and barges ha lin oil and other
petroleum pro~uct in Philippine
waterways and co twise shipping
routes.

She said the funp will be spent
on equipment and pther supplies,
such as pers n a l protective
equipment.

Also on Friday, the Embassy
of the Republic of Korea said the
Korean Coast Guard was on its way
to support the PCG irt the ongoing oil
spill response OPE rations in Oriental
Mindoro.

@tribunephl db @tribunephlJa!

dustry Authority
and desist order
y that owns the
investigation Is
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~donna T. Virola
athleen de Villa
- _Inquirer

CITY OF CALAPAN- wen-
ty-th ee coastal villages i this
city ere. placed under ~tate
of c amity after the oi JPill
from. the sunken MT Pr 1,cess
Empi ess reached the 1 cality
last eek, authorities s id on

I,

I
Parang, ~along, San Anto '0,
Silonay, uqui, Tawagan, Ti ag

andWa a. ~
I Cala an, which has 62 i 1-

lages, is ituated some 69' ki ~-
meters f om the waters of ~-
ental M ndoro's Naujan t01;n,
where t e tanker was first e-
ported t have sunk on Feb. 8.

On uesday, the Philippine
Coast G ard said the vessel as

Friday. Lawyer Reymund 1\1
sam, the city administrator,
the declaration was contai ed
in a city council resolu 'rn
passed on Wednesday foll r-
ing the request of Mayor M pu
Morillo. '
I "Thetdeclaration of a s~te
of calamity is intended to e c-
tively respond to the econo ic
and ecological effects of the
f __ ~_ ~~~

saster,' Ussam said during the
turnover of aid from donors at
the provincial capitol.
, According to the resolu-
ion, the declaration overed
he coastal villages of Balite,
aruyan, Calero, Canu ing I,
utad, Ibaba East, Ibab West,
azareto, Mahal na Pa galan,
aidlang, Masipit, Na~-Iba I,
ag- Iba II, N votas, Pachoca,

found at a depth of 389.1 meters
and 13.89 kilometers northeast
of Balingawan Point in Oriental
Mindoro's Pola town, which is
some 1.2 kilometers away from
the first reported in Naujan. '

The tanker was headin
to ~loilo province from Lima
town in Bataan province and
was carrying 800,000 liters 0
industrial fuel when it encoun-

t r d engine trouble and cap-
si d.

Ussam said • UP Mine
Since Institute a curately re-
d ed the period 'when thEt 'oil
s . I would reach he shores of
C pan, which was March 16.

Traces of an aiL slick 'irere
fi ~ spotted along the shbre-
li s of Barangays Navotas and

dlang, he added. INQ

-- --- ----+---
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ga, Baliuad
up recogn l

in the National Capital
CALABA6Z0N,we will be le
up the waters of Manila Ba, h

All the LGUs in Cen al
. have had their lO-year Ii
management plan approve

"We all know that one
causes of the pollution 0

our solid wastes that are
managed," he said .

.Ktthe same time, Nuyd
wastes are also serving
Bay pollutants, thus the n
septage before they are
into the bay.

"We are now in the
planning how to imple
(wastewater) projects and
on their ordinances," he a

Local government of ci
. also continuously doing rl I "

programs for informal Settljf r Illes,
the official said. DILGvowed 0 c tinue
assisting LGUs in the mon ori and
implementation of their proj cts ~ r the
clean-up program.

The Supreme Court fn mus
directs 13government agenc s t lean
up, rehabilitate, and prese e anila

. Bay to make them fit for ri ming,
skin-diving, and other form of o~tact
recreation.

nand
clean
dded.

D
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At I . st 90 lGUs
are articipating in
eft ts to restore
the water qqality
of Manila Bay in
accordance ~ith the
Wri~of Continuing
Mandamus issued
by the Supreme
Court.
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At long last, an individual
appeared in pu lie to address
the need to com ensate those
affected by the oil spill in
Oriental Mindoro ho ironically
was neither the 0 er of the
ill-fated tanker Princess
Empress nor the charterer,
San MigUelCorp.

Instead, the 1 ~er of the
insurer, P&1 Clu , held a press
briefing, saying cl' Will be
processed starting 'Jl March if
documents de .. losses
from the catastro I~e

~~""'-'----I willbe presented.
Itis hoped .

that the insurer
will not require
ridiculously
huge volumes of ocuments since those who are sufti
from the tragedy re mostly flshermen and townsfolk
are not familiar wi li. legal papers.

Leaders of fishe en's groups from Calapan, Pola, Na
Pinamalayan, Bo gabong, Bulalacao, Mandalay, R

I Bansud and Gloria' Oriental Mindoro are demanding
reparation.

"The oil spill stol the source of livelihoodofus fishe
a leader of the see oral groups said.

The compensati rt that the groups are asking for
least P500 a day f each fisherman during the durati
the disruption of t eir trade.

As bunker oil c ntinues to seep out of the sunken
the economic displ cement grows which will make it 10
for the communitie to recover.

"Weare frighten d that the situation may become a ch .ce
of life or death for ," according to the spokesperson 0 he
groups.

The fIsherfolk oups said the situation must be n
~ye-opener to th· many dangers faced by life-gi
seas like the Verde ~andPassage and must result in gre er
measures for prote ion. ... r r

As of the latest r port, the floating sludge has reached e
area that is called .t~eAmazon of the Oceans. .

Thus, the financ~ aid will likelybe selective and will e
m risk COVerag~eis reported to be worth $1 billion.

. It is loathsome I onsidet that it is the members of e
evastated comm J'b; who will bear the burden of proo or
eir prediCament.. .
.The insurer's pres lJltation did little to ease the trepidati n

f the thousands ~Imainly coastline residents wh e
v; lihoods were dis 1 ed 'I

TITlE:

,"
['[he .

inSurer's
I •pf:~nto the

.. n
of

#.
reSidents
whdse
IiJJeliJwods
were
diSplaced.

DATE

id ustbe.' .
IDC USIVe

"0Jmtnissim0·
EmestIJ
MaredD, in
a speech, ,
reatlled tJwt
Philippine
jurisprt«l.enre
isrldtwilh
mses inroIJJing
ro11lJJ/DinlBof
jraudinthe
province.
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Dark days
" Aren't we F' ipinos blessed

The otne that our count y is one of 18
requoJJy mega-biodiverse countries of the
devastatin world, contain' g two-thirds of
~mpactt the earth's biodi ersity?
oil spills ~' n Mind you, b tween 70 and
'ftave is on 80 percent of-t world's plantru~marin and animal s eciesTlve on
F~ a dour shores but' these natural
ecosys ems wonders are, nfortunately,

under. constan threat from
environmental catastrophes,
some of which a e man-made.

Take a look, for example,
at the devasta ing oil, spills
that have hap ened in the
past and, recen Iy, in Oriental
Mindoro, and 0 e gets a vivid
picture of the e vironmental
and health im acts on the
Filipino people

Oilspills can h
impact on huma
in the short ter and the long
term. The chern cals released
during oil spills can be toxic
and cause a ra ge of health
problems, depe ding on the
level and duratio of exposure.

For archipelagic
state s ch as ours, this

is indee a problem.
Imagi e what oil

spills can d to the vast
population li ing in coastal

areas, b th in terms of
t eir livelihood

and health.
One 0 the most common

health problems as$ociated with
oil spills is respiratory issues.
The volatile organii compounds
eleasad from the il can cause
espiratory irritati n, coughing,
heezing, and s ortness of
reath. People who are exposed
o these . emicals for extended

1

periods may d
severe respirat
such as bronchiti

The other equ
impact that oil s
is on our marine
ecosystems. Alre
seen reports of a
done to the aqua .c I
area.

We can only i
sort of havoc the
of industrial oi
on the life thri in
waters of Orien al
and neighboring are
begin to uncover t e
of the spill.

If we can gle
from similar pa
such as the 199
Guimaras and the
in Subic Bay, th
days ahead for th
human health in
area.

The 1993 Guim as '1 spill,
for example, res te in the
release of aroun 2 I illion
liters of oil in t sea,

affecting n y the
marine ec m but

also the hoods
of t ople
who nded
on f hi for

, their i co . The
oil spill caused sp atory
problems, skip.--m· ~tLi n,an
other health probl s among
the local population ~udies
have shown 'that th 10 -term
health impacts of t b s ill are .
still being felt toda I

Similarly, the 20 6 . spill
in Subic Bay, whic r Jeased
over 500,000.liters of il into

e what
o liters'
wreak
in the
indoro
as we
extent

DATE

th l sea, had signifi cant
health impacts on t e
10 al population. The toxic

, chemicals released ca (sed
skin irritation, respiratory
problems, and other h alth
issues amorig the people W 0

lived and Worked near t e
affected area.

Of course, the predictable
conclusion to opinion pi .ces
dealing with this topic Is to
call on the governr ent and
those responsible to take
res pnsibility for preventing
oil spills and prope ly
cle rung up when they occur, .
to protect the health of both
people and tJheenvironment.
But ines like these ave
bec »ne a cliche, a banali
bound to be repeated when
another Oilspill OCCll s.

'fIhis might be ishful
thinking, and some would
say I'm being a little off-topic
here, but the gove nment
m t increase its investments
in al cernativ~ energy sources,
such as wind and solar power,
to reduce the country's
dependence on fossil fuels
and decrease the risk of
future oil spills.
----- Yada yada

" fada.
Oil8pills Still, I can't

can ~l4zvea tail to miss the
sign'~cant opportunity to
impact on add my own
hU11UfJ't obvious and
::~~~ the vapid "call to
short term ,ction" ri .uel l'
and ~~e saying that, yes,
long j~!rm. the government

must take actio
to prevent oil spills from
occurring in he first place.
This means strengthening
regu~tations around the
trans] ort of industrial oil
and ~Iolding oil companies
and i ulivlduals accountable
for th ~damage they cause.

We should not ti e of
holding the government and
the hodunnit" to account
no m ;;er how see' We
and re ular this ml be e

I
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Iamaraw rangers 0 confirm
1\\ I(lN'JT""N I.. ,\ rl'GA

THE hunt is n. II
Protectors 9f the tamarrf will soon be
launching a search for wlat is believed to

be a small popula/ion of the ic lic wild buffalo
at Mt. Halcon.

Towering 2,616 meters abOVf sea level, Mt.
Hakon is the hi9h~st peak on Mi doro Island. It
is the 23rd-highe t peak in tht ounuy.

Mt. Halcon's s ep slopes havf earned it the
reputation of be in? one of the mort difficult and
technically, the mrst challengin? mountain to
climb in the Phili~pines. I
. Home to the criticallyl rndangered

Mindoro bleeding heart, an e~1emic species
on the Island, Mt. Halcon is an 1deal habitat
for the Tamaraw.

Neil Anthony del Mundq, Assistant
Protected Area SJperintenden\ of the Mts.
Iglit-Baco Nationfl Park (MIB~P) and the .,
coordinator of th Tamaraw Cbnservation
Program (TCP) b lieves they ~ay have a
good lead about T maraws in ~t. Hakon.

On Wednesda r he said a key informant
interview team of the De~artment of
Environment and Natural Reso~rces (DENR)
Tamaraw Conservation Pro~ram asked
indigenous people residents f Barangay

, ist neeof Mindoro d rf buffalo at Mt. Hale n

H.,,,". he said. i I
"ThiS IS significant if lit is r e since

tamaraws were first discovered i riental
Mindoro in 1888," said Del und.

In the last few decad s th ! maraw
population in Oriental Mind ~o w s elieved
extinct, he said.

It was in 2018 when a v able 9 ulation
of tamaraws in Mt. Gimpar y was r' ported.

"We verified that there vyere fe;thall "'"'
100 tamaraws there," del Mundo e ailed.

Having a viable population i range
for wild animals such a1 the indoro
dwarf buffalo is a welcom dev I pment,
he added.

A fragmented population, on ~e other
hand, is not good news as ~bree I g may
occur, eventually resulting in gene ~ efects
in offspring.

According to Del Mundo, he 0 ~' rrence
of a tamaraw population at t. Ha ~ n only

1 'Imeans the tamaraw are now being rced to
gotohigherelevations,away romt e uman
population, possibly because ~dev I· pment
or worse, hunting activities.

Del Mundo had earlier ared at the
highly territorial tamaraw may h J been
fighting for the shrinking territory t' IBNP,
as evidenced by six carcasses of YOl11 male

4----- __

Lantuyang at the foot of t Hakon about
tamaraws. I

"According to Tata arciano, a 76
years old resident and jSPO dent, he
had seen tamaraws in t Halton in his
younger years. The port rand guidles of
mountaineers ascending t Hakon su~mit
had earlier confirmed re ert sightinss of
footmarks (or animal t a ks) similrr to
carabaos, only smaller," h aid.

He said the TCP wou d be conducting
verification surveys by Jun ith t~e ho~pe of
finding tamaraw populati n in M/. Hakon,

The distance from 0 nt Halcon to
Mounts Iglit-Baco Natio a Par~, k~own
as the last stronghold 0 he r mai1ning
tamaraw population on th sland

j
is a~out

60 kilometers.
Mts. Iglit-Baco Na i nal Par is

I

predominantly situated 0 the side of
Occid~ntal Mindoro. I

According to Del undo, the
tamaraw population on t et'Sland is row
fragmented. There are re 0 ted sight ngs
in different locations and slo e are Sig~ted
near indigenous people (lP c mmJniti1s or
areas outside their known abitats.

Nevertheless, it will be ~citing to 11arn
that a tamaraw population ow inhabits Mt.

---.- - I
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tamarav/s discover d around the MIBNP in
2021 an i 2022.

Thi s, he said, s also the reason why
the TC) is now s iously considering the
relocation of a vi ble population of the
animals in other ar as on the island.

Mt<.. Calavite nd the Tamaraw Gene
Pool, where the fa ous tamaraw Kali mib
was born and died more than 20 later ire
bei~gl~Y2das possi Ie relocation sites also
as part of an ex-sit or offsite conservation
captive b reeding program.

Las1 week, the T Cvisited a mountainous
area in Puerto Gale a town to look into the
potential relocatio of the tamaraws.

However, Del Mu do said the possibility is
not happ ~ning in th near future. "It's a very
very Ion g process. It is part of the feasibili ty
study for ex-situ and translocation (we a 'e
conduc1illg)," he saip.

Acco rding to De Mundo, the existence
of a wild tamaraw opulation in anyarea
outside the MIBNP as a drawback as they
pose a danqer to sur ounding communities.

UnlikE their bigger cousins, the cafabao
or the beast of burd n, the shy and elusive
tamaraws are very aggressive when cornered
or threatened by humans, especially Wlel
they are with their Y ung.
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AGAINST OPEN-Pll'IVII~ES The South Cotabato provincial ~overnment's deciSi n to liftt
ban ~Inopen-pit m irMg w! s met with loud protests on May nr: 2022. Gov. Reynal 0 Tamayo
Jr.'s:~.:~.eto.of the liftill~.' wJ'i upheld by a local court whose rUI~n,gwas overturned b the Cour-t of
Apd~~als In August lalt year, -BONG S.SARMIENTO

•Notwithstanding
the pronouncement

of the Court of
Appeals, we re ain
firm with our st nd

that open-pit mi i~g
operations in So t~

Cotabato pose a 'r~at
risk to the integ it¥

of the environme t of
our province an its
neighbors. A~ st ke
are the health and

livelihoods of many
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KORONADAL CI ' - Ti Court
of Appeals (CA)hcJ eal a blow
to the campaign a ains open-
PJ.t mining in so4t C tabato,
bu t activists are u~, aun ed and
vowed to sustain I hei oppo-
sition to this mini g method
which they say is de tructive to
the environment.

In a decision dr, ed ~ug. 22,
20:;:2,parts of Whic, cir ulated
around the proviric 0 ly this
week, the CA decla d t at the
ban on open-pit II}i ing in the
province was valid] ut t~e pro-
hibition applied onl to lsmall-
scale miners.

"Further, it is cl rifidd that
'the ban on open" it mining
does not apply to argj-scale
mining operations f t e said
province, particular! th Tam-
paean Project," the CA'~ zgrd
Di17ision based in gayan de
Oro stated.

The controversi
in South Cotabato's Tanipakan
town, touted as th~ ar§e t un-
tapped copper and g I . efield
in Southeast Asia, is ing evel-
oped by Sagittarius ine Inc..
The, company says!, t open-pit
mining is the most vi Ie method
to €)( tract shallow n .' rals

I

B"I • It ·ti, aancommunt etiron
The province's b~ haa been

considered as the' em"ining
hurdle to the oper ~on qf the
$S.S!-biUion (about ~ S-b_mon)
Tan'! pakan project.

The CA 23rd Divisiorl rul-

id, but rather legal and consis-
tent 'with DAO (Dep rtment
Administrative Order) 2017-10
(issued by the Depart enttOf
Environment and Nat ral e-
sources), the Local Gave nm nt
Code (of the Philippih s) nd
above all the Constitut!i n," he

\

judgehad ruled.

I Bishopseeksdiall~eBisbop Cerilo Ca'i as
the Diocese of Marbel ew he
whistle on the CA's de i ion~n
Thursday and urged So th 0-
tabato Gov~ Reynaldo ma 0
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Cerilo Casic;as
Bishop of the Diocese of Marbel,

South Cotaba~o

ing was on the petition filed by
some members O,fthft,'Iaan in-
digenous cultural co munity,
whose lands would e mined
by Sagittarius, against the pro-
vincial government's ban.

The petitioners q~estioned
the October 2020 decision by
Regional Trial Court Branch 24
Judge Vicente Pefia, which up-
held the prohibition on open-
pit mining in the province's en-
vironment code.

"Section 22 (b), which bans
open-pit mining in the province
of South Cotabato is not inval-

\

Jr. to hold a public dialogue od
the ruling.

The bishop wrote Tamayo
on March 17 expressing con-
cerns about the implication of
the ruling on communities po}
tentially affected by the Tam
pakan project.. He asker try
governor to continue the legal.
battle to defend the province's
environment code.

"Notwithstanding the pro-
nouncement of the Court qf\
Appeals, we remain firm with
our stand that open-pit mining
operations in South Cotabat

, \'

\

pose a great ris~ to the integ-
rity of the envir nment of our
province and its neighbors. At
stake are the he th and liveli-
hoods of many," asicas said in
a statement on T ursday.

"We trust tha the goveqlOr
shall exert his bes efforts to ~e-
fend the rights 0 the people toa balanced and h althful ecolo-
gy. It is of vital i portance that
the true meanin and heart of
the ordinance is ot in any ~ay
compromised or efeated," the
prelate added.

Casicas stressed that open-
J
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p mmmg, especial large-
s ale operations, e!toac ed
o closed and open ca 9PY or-
e s, some of which ar con id-
e d integral woodlan l

'Moral imperati e'
He said large-scale open pit

m ning "will erase vas area of
a ,ic~l~ral lands, de d·oy ~el
re ammg watershed, ahd I III
ca se massive and de t;ruct~ve
fl ding in Mindanao. 1

Casicas urged Ta ayo to
joi the 30 parishes, t' ~cle~gy
an the laypeople in " m~[al
i perative to act toge ' r det-
si flY in order to save r cor<-

m nhome."
Neither Tamayo yr ~e

pr vincial governme ~ d~S-
cl ~ed the Ckdecisiod to th ir
co stituents before th gov r-
no confirmed the co r 's rul-
in in a radio intervi ea ly
thiek. 1P-F~'-

May 16, 2022, the
gunia g Panlalawigan of
Cotab to approved a pro
to lift he ban on open-pit
ing, c using public outrag nd
trigge ing protests in this i .

T 0 weeks later, Ta yo
vetoe the controversial ea-

tying that it was h s ily
decid and included ques~. n-
able p visions.

He oted that there we no
protes in the province en
forme Environment Seer t ry
Roy C atu ordered in De rn-
ber 20 1 the lifting of the na i n-
wide r.n on open-pit mi
impos by the late En .
ment S ,cretary Gina Lopez.

C ntentious method
Op , -pit or surface mi

has be n contentious. Mi
say tha it is a globally acce

ppeal the CAdecision.
II "This is not the end of the
ine for the open-pit ining
an," said LRClegal servi es co-
rdinator Rolly Peoro.

"Certainly, the pro
overnment on behalf 0

onstituencies has the ty to
, ppeal the CAdecision p ecise-
I as the decision reeo nizes
I eir poliee powers," he sid.

The regulatory role of 10-
governments is "very much

art" of the national ineral
d resource governanc laws
d "cannot be limited just

s all-scale mining pro ects,"
eoro said.

He noted that Tamay
prime position to pus
ainst this curtailmenr f the

, tonomy granted by the Local
vernment Code to loc chief

~eeutives defending thei con-
ituents' right to a bal ced
d healthful ecology." - ITH A

PORT FROM INQUlli!E'R RESEA H INQ

Speaking in the er
on local radio, Tama 0 s i
CA"did not invalidat ~fhe
pit mining ban in So f.l C
to but limited its sco to
scale mining operatio s."

Based on the sam C
sion, he added that I ge
open-pit mining ope io
vested in the nation
ment under Republi I A
7942, or the Philippi e i ing
Act of 1995. I I

According to the ov lor,
the provincial go ern ent
could no longer qu io 'I RA
7942 in the Supreme ur I
because it had. alread af- -3
firmed its.yalidity,

mining method, but envir n-
mental advocates insist t at
this technique has caused fX-
tensive environmental damale.

In December 2021, during he
Duterte administration, the e-
partmenr of Environment +d
Natural Resources (DENR)li~ed
the ban on the open-pit method
of mining for copper, gold, sil~r,
and complex ores in the coun ,-

,The ban, imposed in A ril
2017, was one of the high-imp~ct
measures taken by Lopez, w 0

was known for her green ad e-
cacies before she led the DEN

The governor said he wo d
try to meet with Environme t
Secretary Ma. Antonia Y-
lo-Loyzaga to discuss her po i-
tion on open-pit mining.

The Legal Rights and N -
ural Resources Center (LR ),
which works with communiti s
threatened by the risks of opeljl--
pit mining projects, said the pro-
vincial government could s 1
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ateFund, created Inerable to di-
fforts of develop- ",mate chang .Th. roject seeksto

ing cou tries n responding to enablebenefid . s to incorporate
the chall Ijlge f climate change, viableclimate-re i ient agriculture
has app Ived e $39.2-million technologie int eir practices.
Adaptin ihili pine Agriculture The proj ~t' . I also increase
to CIima e Cha ge Projectduring awareness bu, imate change,
its 35th b rd eetingin Incheon, its risks a d 1 s management
South Ko a. toward,imp ~vi food security,

The K rea-b sed GCF will 6- increasingh use Idincomesand
nance th ~roje, through a$26.3- enhancing r sili ~ f:.
million ant to be co"financ,edby' 'The proje~wil e implemented
the $12.91nrillio from the Philip- in atleast ni ~pr I.ncesidentified
pinegov men '.TheDepartment as the mas vul rable climate
of Finane (D~F) serves as the changehot s ots sedon climate

. PhiIippin ~' national designated changepioje I·oj Theseareasare
authority ~the GCE '. home to 60 f rc n of the Philip-

In a sta en~the DoFsaid the, pine rural p pul :ion, or about
project bids a the AdaPtati.on 20 million pt 31.3 million
and Mitig ~'on. nitiative in Agri- rural people M r than half of
culture Ie y e Department of the rural po ula ,I n most likely
Agricultun DA)throughactivities to' be affecte by e impacts of
that will Ip e country shift climate chan e r de within the
toward a imat resilient agricul- project areas.
tural syste and increaseclimate The proje is e of the three
resilience n rura areas. funding propos ~ of the FAO

It is th~ t CF-fundedpro]- approved by the F board, and
ect to be i [e enred by the DA one of the s we ' roposals for
and the P i ippi e Atmospheric, considerationand provalduring
Geophysi a an Astronomical the 35th boa m ing.
Services A ini tration in eel- Finance U der cretary Mark
laboratio it~ the Food and DennisIoven Jpf I nted the Phil-
Agrimltur. brg'fli~ation, (FAQ) ippines in the GC oard meeting
of the Unit ~ Nations. .'. as the altemat bo ~ memberfor

The projeft is seen to benefit the AsiaPacificGr p of the GCF
some 1.2? illibn agricultural ':and.focalof e co try. TMT
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