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Taking precautions
is not anti-science
E -
ETI-

CALLY
modified
organ-
isms (CMOs) should not recklessly
be made part of the Filipinos' diet.
This was our stand when we filed
the petition to the Supreme Court to
put a halt to CMO field trials in the
Philippines, specifically for Bacillus
thuringiensi (Bt) eggplant, in April
2012, and it remains our belief now
more than a decade later.
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Creenpeace Philippines, Magsa-
saka at Siyentipiko sa Pagpapaun-
lad ng Agrikultura (Masipag), and
several individuals, including my-
self, urged the high court then to
issue a writ ofkalikasan against the
initiative on the grounds of social
and environmental concerns, and
the constitutional right of Filipi-
nos to a "balanced and healthful .
ecology in accord with the rhythm
and harmony of nature."
. On the opposite side were the

institutions behind the project.
namely the International Service
for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech
Applications, the Environment
Management Bureau of the De-
partment of Environment and
Natural Resources, the Bureau of
Plant Industries ofthe Department
of Agriculture, the University of
the Philippines LosBanos (UP].B),
and the UPLBFoundation Inc.

In the same year, the Supreme .
Court issued the writ while also
referring the case to the Court
of Appeals (CA). Thus began a
lengthy battle that mostly favored
our side, when both the CA di-
rected the Bt eggplant proponents
to cease and desist their field trials
and the Supreme Court perma-
nently prohibited the field testing
of Bteggplant. However, it did not
stop our opponents from trying to
move for reconsideration, which
was granted on the ground of
mootness in 2016.

Nevertheless, our fight against
the uncertainties posed by CMOs
did not end there.;;:,.~~~ __

Last year we also file a peti-
tion for writ of kalikasan and
continuing mandamus (with
prayer for issuance of temporary
environmental protection order)
before the Supreme Court - this
time to direct the DA to stop
the commercial propagation
of Colden Rice and issuance of
safety permits for the commercial
propagation of Bt eggplant.

Our belief that these CMOs pose
more harm than good is backed
by science, as both Dr. Teodoro
Mendoza and Dr.Donna RiaJosue-
Canacan, who have more than
enough years under their belts
studying crops, posit that CMOs
like Golden Rice and Bt egg-
plants would cause "irreversible
environmental damage through
contamination, cross-pollination,
accidents and other means when
released to the environment. *

Thankfully, just last April 18, the
Supreme Court already granted
our prayers through their en banc
deliberations though the ruling is
yet to be made publicly available.
We celebrate the efforts of envi-
ronmental advocates, the scientific
community, farmers, and legal as-
sistance organizations such as the
Community LegalHelp and Public
Interest Centre (C-Help) headed
by lawyer Zelda D.T.Soriano.

Aswe remain opposed to CMO,
we have heard several accusations
thrown our way - mostly that

we are anti-science and anti-food
security.Afterall, some believe that
CMOs are just as safe to eat as their
non-GMO counterparts, and may
even be healthier especially if they
are modified to have higher nutri-
tional value or have less need for
pesticides - the way Colden Rice
and BtTalong were promised to be.

These allegations are simply
not true.

For example, while thepropo-
nents of Colden Rice said that it
would promote the intake of Vita-
min A for children with deficiency,
the amount supplied by a serving
of rice in a single meal will not
make a huge difference. In fact, a
person would need to eat around
4 kilograms of Colden Rice to
meet daily Vitamin A require-
ments! Instead of focusing on rice
alone, perhaps it would be better
to make vitamin-rich foods more
accessible, such as kamote tops,
alugbati and malunggay.

TIllS does not even include
the negative effects that planting
Colden Ricecan have on lands and
livelihood, especially as growing
this variant might require overreli-
ance on pesticides and herbicides
that our poor farmers will not be
able to afford. It will modify tra-
ditional farming methods.

As for Bt eggplant, it is a variety
promised to be resistant to the
pest fruit and shoot borer, but
how certain are we that it would
be safe for humans to eat, espe-
cially those who are pregnant or
have comorbidities?

Just how safe are these two
CMOs for both the humans meant
to consume them, and the envi-
ronment meant to grow therni

The introduction of these CMOs
would hurt the heirloom varieties
of our crops. Becausewe lack long-
term studies, particularly indepen-
dent risksand impact assessments
on the effect of these crops on the
local environment, we cannot, in
good conscience, simply turn a
blind eye, let them wreak havoc
on our local ecosystem, and
hope for the best.

We must be very vigilant. These
CMOs are - coincidentally or
not - promoted by big pesticide
corporations which do not ex-
actly have a spotless track record
in environmentally and socially
acceptable practices. Just because a
crop is developed and distributed
for humanitarian purposes does
not automatically mean we should
mindlessly embrace it.

We merelyadhere to the "precau-
tionary principle" in environmental
law.''Whenhuman activitiesmaylead
to threats of serious and irreversible
damage to the environment that is
scientificallyplausiblebut uncertain,
actions shall be taken to avoid or
diminish that threat," it says.

It is always better to be safe
than be left dealing with irrevers-
ible damage. Nobody should
play Cod, especially when lives
ate at stake.
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PhilSAJ DOST pr pare 5

to monitor EI
By RAINIER ALLAN RONDA

The Philippine SpaceAgen-
cy (PhilSA)and Department of
Scienceand Technology(DOST)
are preparing to mobilize their
space and satellite technology
capabilities and assets in an
effort to monitor the expected
onset of the El Nifio phenom-
enon in the country this year.

Joel Joseph Marciano [r.,
philSAdirectorgeneral,said the
preparations will also include
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources,
Department of Agriculture
and other agencies, and also
leverage on the partnerships
forgedby the PhilSAand DOST
with other international space
agencies and multilateral or-
ganizations.

"We want to monitor the
data for the El Nino phe-
nomenon that we might be
encountering this year. So
that, I think, is a concern that
we have to address in terms of
mobilizing space data and ca-
pabilities aswell together with
the DOSTand various groups,
the DENR, the Department of
Agriculture," Marciano said
at a press briefing yesterday
for the PhilSA, DOST and Eu-
ropean Union's launch of the
National Copernicus Capacity
Support Action Programme
for the Philippines at the Hotel
Hilton Manila in Pasay City.
. "Teamsareworking together
as we speak," Marciano said.

Science Secretary Renato
Solidum Jr. said the Earth ob-
servation activities using the

country's Diwata-2 microsatel-
lite and the satelliteimagespro-
vided by other space agencies
were crucialto assessthe impact
on the country's agricultural
productivity and food security.

"Inflation is related to the
cost of rice, yellow com, sugar
and dairy ... Essentially, we
need to monitor the produc-
tion and also the effects of
natural hazards like during
the past typhoons, strong
winds, floods and El Nifio or
La Nifi?," Solidum said.

"So all of these now can b
further utilized and we can
now see the very important
relationship between monitor-
ing and economy," he added.

Copernicus
The Copernicus Capacity

Support Action Program for
the Philippines or CopPhil is
a three-year partnership with
the European Union on space.:
based technologies to develop
the country's' climate change
adaptation and disaster resil-
ience capabilities.

The CopPhil project is seen
to be worth 10million euros or
P610million.

Under CopPhil, the PhilSA
and DOST, alongside the EU,
will join forces to enable the
Philippines to develop na-
tional systems that make use
of the EU's earth observation
satellite data to pursue ini-
tiatives on disaster mitigation,
climate change adaptation and
food security strategies.

"The Copernicus program
for the Philippines is a pioneer

initiative in Asia and Asia Pa-
cific and a starting point for a
larger program onDigitalCon-
nectivity.The program will en-
hance capacities for a stronger
and more shock-resilient Fili-
pino economy and society,"EU
Ambassador LucVeron said.

"In the long term the Eu-
ropean Union is exploring
the possibility to create a net-
work of Copernicus partners
in the ASEAN region, aside
from other parts of the world.
The uptake of innovative tech-
nologies such as Copernicus
will trigger growth, jobs and
modernization of digital in-
frastructures that can be used
in many sectors in the Philip-
pines," he added.

The EU's Earth observation
flagship program, Copernicus

provides free environment
and climate data derived from
a constellation of satellites
- the Sentinels - which moni-
tor the Earth and its many
ecosystems round the clock.
This free information aims
to help public authorities,
businesses and intemation
organizations mitigate climate
change impacts and build a
sustainable future for all.

In the Philippines, Coper-
nicus' satellite images hav ~
helped authorities monito
the situation of remote com-
munities in the aftermath of
typhoons such asOdette or ac-
cidents like the M/T Princess
Empress oil spill in Mindoro to
help authorities plan their dis-
aster preparedness and miti-
gation programs.
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Indeed, let's make it hap n
WHEN President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. urged this

week his 114 million countrymen to participate
in world efforts to address the negative effects of

climate change, he on the nose marked the gravity of the
global problem. .

The world, which now has 8 billion people,
celebrated Earth Day on April 22 - but this
should be in the awareness of the people every
day for 365 days of the year.
"This Earth Day, we urge the public and our

fellow public servants to join the global action
against climate change," President Marcos said
in a post on Twitter.
The Philippines has been cited as among the

most vulnerable countries to climate change
with an average of 20 typhoons visiting it
annually.
The President is aware of the figures,

chasing that with "Our administration remains
fully supportive of environmental programs
and policies."
Unquestionably, there are government

initiatives to combat climate change.which are
clear on the social media sites of the Climate
Change Commission, the lead policy-making
body which the President chairs.
The CCC ensures mainstreaming climate

change in national, local and sectoral
development plans towards a climate-resilient
and climate-smart Philippines.
At the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

" Wejoin advocates
in not only imagining a
#HealthierTomorrow -
let's make it happen~~

CEO Summit in Bangkok, Thailand in
November last year, the President highlighted
that climate change was "the most pressing
existential challenge of our time" that indelibly
impacts the global economy.
He underscored how the Philippines was at

great risk from the climate crisis, as it stood to
lose over six percent of gross domestic product
annually by 2100, citing a study by the Manila-
based Asian Development Bank.
Indeed, Filipinos should rally behind the

President and recognize the importance of our
planerfor the sake of our health and that of the
succeeding generations.

Research has shown that 66,230 died in the
Philippines in 2019 from the neg tive <'fects
of air pollution alone, of which (). ,920 deaths
were estimated to be adults and 1,310 children.
This is significantly higher than pr ious

estimates made for the country, ligning the
impact with the most recent literature.
They are among more than 13 m, 'on

deaths round the world, caused b avoi•••ble
environmental factors, based on analys by
the Geneva-based World Health Oiganiza n.
This figure takes into account the

accelerating climate crisis, which is the single
biggest health threat facing humanity, but also
includes air pollution, inadequat sanitation
and clean water, exposure to chemicals and
radiation, and unsafe urban environments.
Indubitably, our environment provides the

fundamental requirements for life: clean air
and water, safe food, and shelter.
But, as the WHO says, nature s both the

origin of infectious and vector-borne diseases
and the source of medicines, inclu ing many
antibiotics, stressing human imp. ~t on the
environment is increasing the risk o; emerging
infectious diseases in humans, over 60 percent
of which originate from animals, mainly from
wildlife.
We are inspired by experts' recommendation

to adopt a One Health policy re ognizing
the inter-connection of human, a. irnal and
environmental health and tackle env onmental
issues to set societies on the right track for
future generations.
We join advocates in not only imagining a

#HealthierTomorrow -let's make it happen.
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Government taps
surface water
to ensure supp y
By ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

P resident Ferdinand R.Marcos
Jr. said that the government
is "slowly converting" its
dependence on water supply to

surface water from underground water
as the country tries to mitigate the
effects of El Nifio.

Marcos said this as he stressed the
need for government agencies to make
the necessary preparations to address
the looming dry spell.

In an interview with broadcast-
er Erwin Tulfo over State-run Radyo
Pilipinas, the President said that the
government has stepped up efforts to
convert the country's dependence on
water supply from underground water
to surface water.

"We are slowly converting our de-
pendence of water supply from under-
ground water to surfacewater. 'Yunang
pinaka-basic diyan (That's the most
basic) and then the distribution sys-
tems," he said.

"Kung pupuntahan mo 'yung mga
distribution system natin sa mga water
authority, noong panahon pa ng giyera
eh noongnilagay 'yungmga tubo-tubo,
eh (If you'll visit our distribution sys-
tems of the water authorities, the pipes
there were installed during war time), "
he added.

Marcos, who recently signed an .
executive order creating a Water
Management Office (WMO), said the

government platform willhelp dealwith
the country's water crisis.

IIKasialam naman natin pagwalang
tubig, walang buhay. Ganun lang ka-
simple Cyan(We know that there's no
life without water. It's that simple),"
he said.

"Kailangan na magkaroon ng sapat
na supply ng malinis, ligtas na tubig na
kahit pag masyadong mahina ang ulan
onagka- EINinoaymayroon pa rin tay-
ong water supply (We need to have a
sufficient supply of clean and potable
water that even if there's no rain or EI
Nino comes, we still have water)," the
President explained.

Marcos said the government has
ramped up its alert and warning sys-
tems, particularly the capabilities of the
Department of Scienceand Technology
(DOST)and the PhilippineAtmospheric,
Geophysical,and AstronornicalServices
Administration (Pagasa), to provide El
Nino forecasts and impacts.

In a previous sectoral briefing,
Marcos tasked agencies to come up
with a whole-of-government strate-
gy to address the El Nino phenomenon
that may hit the country this year until
early next year.

Two specific instructions given
by the President are the adoption of a
whole-of-government or whole-of-
nation approach and putting up pro-
tocol-based and scientific long-term
processes that could be adopted by the
country .
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Marcos eyes
The President said that despite unseasonal

rain during the past weeks, "the water level of
our dams continues to decrease."

Pagasa reported on Sunday that the water
level at four major dams in Luzon - Angat in
Bulacan, La Mesa in Quezon City, San Roque
in the Cordillera and Caliraya in Laguna - has
begun to drop.

Last March, Marcos announced that he
signed an executive order to create the office of
water resource management under the Office
of the President.

National Irrigation Administration Acting
Administrator Eduardo Guillen said during a
press briefing that the NlA's long-term solution
to the water crisis brought about by prolonged
dry episodes is to build high dams,

Guillen said that high dams could store water
during LaNina seasonand help mitigateflooding.

He added that the dams could alsobe a source
of power and livelihood like aquaculture.

The President also said he is "enhancing the
capabilities of the Department of Science and
Technology, of Pagasa, so that they can effec-
tively issue warnings with looming problems
like this."
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rm Ways to prevent heat
exhaustion' in summer
HEAT stroke is the most serious heat-related illness. This can

happen when the body overheats during a heat wave or in a
hot climate. This potentially fatal condition is a result of pro-

longed heat exposure or physical exertion, when the body's core tem-
perature reaches 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit) or high-
er. Heat stroke needs immediate first aid to lower body temperature as
quickly as possible. If not, it can lead to organ damage and death. .

The World Health Organization said population exposure to heat isincreasing
due to climate change, and this trend will continue. Globally, extreme temperature
events are observed to be increasing in their frequency, duration, .and magnitude.
Climate scientists said that by the end of the century, parts of Southeast Asia,
Pakistan, India, the.Persian Gulf and Central America will experience maximum
humidity levels at temperatures over 35 degrees Celsius much more often.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration (Pagasa) said Friday that the heat index in Metro Manila will likely reach
50 degrees Celsius on Saturday. Heat index is what the temperature feels like to
the human body when relative humidity is combined with the air temperature.

Pagasa's 50 degrees Celsius prediction is the highest-in its five-day heat index
monitoring that began on April 21, based on the forecast of its Science Garden
station in Quezon City.

Luckily for residents in the metropolis, an intermittent drizzle on Saturday
afternoon was just enough to ease their suffering from suffocating heat, .

Bloomberg report on Thursday: "Scorching temperatures are roasting Asia this
week, stretching the region's power grids and raising health risks as the chances
of more extreme events later in the year increase, The worst drought in a decade
is impacting a key Chinese aluminum hub, while searing temperatures in India
have increased the possibility of deadly heat waves and blackouts,"

Bloomberg said Thailand hit a national record of more than 45 degrees Cel-
sius (113F) last week, while countries such as Bangladesh are also seeing April
temperatures well above 40 degrees 'Celsius, "Record heat in Thailand, China and
South Asia is a clear climate trendand will cause public health challenges for years
to come," said Fahad Saeed, an Islamabad-based scientist with Climate Analytics,

The Associated Press reported last week that climate change is causing more
"heat stress" in Europe, The European Commission's Copernicus Climate Change
Service said comparisons' of data going back over decades show record heat last
year resulted in hazardous conditions for human health,

"Southern Europe experienced a record number of days with 'very strong heat
stress'," defined as temperatures from 38 to 46 degrees Celsius (100 to 115 degrees
Fahrenheit), it said, The number of summer days with "strong" (32 to 38 Celsius)
or "very strong" heat stress is rising across the continent, while in southern Europe
this is also the case for "extreme heat stress" days above 46 Celsius, Copernicus said.

Heat stress is increasingly viewed as a significant issue worldwide as the planet
warms due to human-made climate change. Experts say it can cause a wide-range
of health problems, including rashes, dehydration and heat stroke.

The World Health Organization has issued health guidance for the public on
coping with extreme heat: Avoid going outside during the hottest time of the day;
avoid strenuous physical activity as much as possible; take cool showers or baths;
drink water or fruit juice to rehydrate and avoid alcohol and too much caffeine
and sugar; eat small meals and eat more often; and try to get help if you feel dizzy, .
weak, anxious or have intense thirst and headache,

Pagasa has been predicting high heat indices in the country. People should
stay out of the sun to avoid getting heat exhaustion or heat stroke. People can
avoid heat stress by limiting outdoor activity to when it's coolest, like morning
and evening hours,

Extremely hot weather has pushed the Department of Education to remind
heads of public and private schools nationwide that they have the authority to
suspend, or cancel in-person classes and instead implement modular distance
learning modes. A teachers' group, on the other hand, is pushing for shortened
teaching time and smaller c!ass sizes to address the extreme heat during summer.

Public and private entities with field personnel woulddo well to follow the
MMDA's policy of giving traffic employees a 3D-minute "heat stroke break" as pre-
caution against heat-triggered illness from the scorching weather. It pays to adopt
preventive measures to reduce heat stress among outdoor workers, As a wise man
once said, "if you take care of your employees, they will take care of your business."
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Didipio Mine gives scholarships
KASIBU, Nueva Vizcaya: At least 75 college
and vocational students from different
Indigenous Peoples (IP) groups in
Nueva Vizcaya and Quirino will re-
ceivea scholarship grant from Didipio
Mine this year.

The mining company said its Com-
munity Development Fund (CDF)
scholarship program has an annual
funding of P3 million. It will pro-
vide each student with a stipend of
P40,OOOper school year.

•As a company committed to the
principles of responsible mining, we
place a high premium on improving
the quality of life of our Indigenous
Peoples and supporting them in their
aspirations for progress," acting CDF
senior engineerMichelleDaulayansaid.

She said the scholarship program is
a testament to the company's commit-
ment to give back to the community.
The program is scheduled for imple- .
mentation in August 2023.

Daulayan explained that the CDF
Scholarship Program gives a special
focus on IP groups.

Last year, the Didipio Mine also
hosted a training in ethnic dance,
traditional songs and beating of gongs
to help revitalize and promote the cul-
ture of the IP groups in neighboring

communities.
The company said the training was

in partnership with Didipio Barangay
Council and the Ifugao Intangible
Heritage Performing Arts Society.

Didipio Mine president Joan Ad-
aci-Cattiling said the scholarship
program is one of the 42 CDF projects
approved by the Didipio Mine CDF
TechnicalWorking Group for this year.

Adaci-Cattiling said the CDF has
a funding of P124 million this year.
This has also been earmarked for oth-
er projects such as schoof buildings,
farm-to-market and village roads,
multipurpose buildings, a health
center, a box culvert, and a line-canal
improvement.

She said these projects will be
implemented in villages in Nueva
Vizcaya and Quirino this year.

Daulayan, meanwhile, urged the
student beneficiaries to make the most
of their scholarship grants.

"We believe in the power of edu-
cation to transform lives and spur
development. Improving the quality
of life of our people while staying
strong in our resolve to care for our
environment are the legacies we want
to build, " she added.

The projects under the CDF are one

of the improvements in the renewed
financial or technical assistant agree-
ment (FTM) of Oceana Gold (Phil-
ippines) Inc. They are implemented
outside the mine's immediate host
and surrounding villages.

The FTM is a permit issued to mul-
tinational companies sharing tech-
nology and resources to explore and
extract minerals in the Philippines.

According to the Mines and Geosci-
ences Bureau Region 2 Director Mario
Ancheta, the company's CDF is the
first and only CDF in the Philippines
established by a mining company.

Recently, the Didipio Mine's CDF
planning was attended by the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural

_Resources led by (Region 2) Cagayan
ValleyExecutive Director Gwendolyn
Bambalan and the Didipio Mine led
by Adaci-Cattiling.

Officials of the National Economic
and Development Authority in Region
2, Department of the Interior and
Local Government Region 2, Quirino
and Nueva Vizcaya Province local
government units, and the Philippine
Institute of Environmental Plan Nue-
vaners Vizcaya-Quirino chapter also
attended the said CDF planning.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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Climate (in)justice (1)

General Santos City-For the past two
weeks, this very dry and arid chartered
city in South Cotabato once again expe-
rienced almost feverish temperatures of

37-38 degrees Celsius. Last Sunday, April 23,
was particularly very hot, and the air seemed
to be dry as well. with nary a sight of a moving
leaf in the few trees surrounding our neigh-
borhood. The heat seemingly pierced through
our concrete walls and made us feel like being
toasted in a blazing wood-fired oven.

Experiencing this type of weather here
is not new; my family and I started our lives
here more than two decades ago, at the onset
of a very long dry season in 1998. This does
not mean though we have become comfort-
ably adjusted to it: Now, as senior citizens,
my husband and I have become weaker and
more vulnerable to any extreme rise in envi-
ronmental temperature.

But thinking about that past and this
present urged me once again to write about
climate change, but on another aspect-on
how the adverse effects of climate change
have created more injustice to historically
marginalized and excluded populations, both
here an~ abroad. .

On its homepage, the Environmental Cen-
ter of the University of Colorado at Boulder
posted this blurb about climate justice: "[It)
is fundamentally an issue of human rights
and environmental justice that connects the
local to the global. With rising temperatures,
human lives-particularly in people of color,
low-income, and indigenous communities-
are affected by compromised health, financial
burdens, and social and cultural disruptions.
Those who are most affected and have the
fewest resources to adapt to climate change
are also the least responsible for the green-
house gas emissions ..."

KRIS-CROSSING MINDANAO
RUFA CAGOCO-GUIAM

The tragic experiences of Native Americans
and other people of color (African Americans),
who had been socially and politically excluded
through the years, have triggered the grass roots
climate or environmental justice movement In
addition to being socially and politically mar-
ginalized, they have also been disproportion-
ately affected by the consequences of several
natural calamities compared to their white,
more affluent American counterparts.

On Oct. 24-27, 1991, the First National Peo-
ple of Color Environmental Leadership Sum-
mit was held in Washington. Its delegates
drafted a historic document, the 17 Principles
of Environmental Justice. These principles
have since then become the "defining docu-
ment for the growing grass roots movement
for environmental justice" (Environmental
Center, University of Colorado, Boulder).

The preamble of the Declaration of the 17
Principles sums up the group's assertion of
their inherent rights as indigenous peoples
of color to renew their spiritual moorings
around Mother Earth; to respect and celebrate
each of their diverse cultures, languages, and
beliefs about their natural world and their ca-

pacities for healing themselves, an of ensur-
ing environmental justice. Tl rougl this land-
mark document, the delegates also expressed
a strong plea to be freed fron more .han "500
years of colonization and 0 'pres n, result-
ing in the poisoning of qur communities and
land and the genocide of our peoples ..."

Space does not allow e to enumerate
the 17 Principles, but one of them ruck me
as something that the ind enous and im-
poverished communities in our cc untry, in
Mindanao and in the Bangsamoro, -nust also
assert. Principle No.8 says. "Envir .nmental
justice affirms the right of all WOI ers to a
safe and healthy work environmen without
being forced to choose between n unsafe
livelihood and unemployment. It al '0 affirms
the right of those who work at ho me to be
free from environmental hazards.'

Environmental hazards i .clud daily ex-
posure to toxic fumes from the burning of
nonbiodegradable garbage and emissions
from factories processing fi h meal or fish
feed products. The latter is true in General
Santos, where many businesses in the fish-
ing industry,produce fish meal from the ex-
tracted entrails of tuna and other fi h species
caught locally and from as far as Inaonesian
or Papua New Guinea waters.

Unskilled workers engaged in E tractive
projects like mining, drilling for natural gas,
and harmful agricultural prac :ices like mono-
crop cultivation of cash cro s are the ones
who are first victimized by "accidents" aris-
ing from these exploitative racti es. They
are also among the least capable 0 protect-
ing themselves from the ha mful ':ects of
such "accidents."

(To be continued)

Comments to rcguiam@gmail.com
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Mallgcong rice terraces In Bontoc.

Bontoc terraces
nominated

for Unesco award
By ARTEMIO DUMLAO-- ~

BAGUIO CITY - The National Com-
mission ~orCulture and the Arts (NCCA)
through Its Cultural Properties Protection
and .Regulation Division (CPPRD) has
nominated the Maligcong rice terraces in
Bara~gay Maligcong, Bontoc, Mountain
~rovmce for the United Nations Educa-
~onal, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO)-Greece Melina Mercouri

Turn to Page 2

Bontoc FromPage1

International Prize for the Safeguard-
ing and Management of Cultural
Landscapes. .

The Maligcong rice terraces of
Bontoc is one of the treasures of the
Mountain Province. It is a site where
local and foreign tourists can enjoy a
mesmerizing sunrise view.

The scenicbeauty of the Maligcong
rice terraces is best seen at the top of
Mount Kofafey,also in Maligcong.

The International Prize for the
Safeguarding and Management
of Cultural Landscapes aims to
recognize and reward outstanding

examples of action to safeguard and
enhanc.e the world's major cultural
landscapes. It seeks to promote the
importance of integrated conserva-
tion and sustainable management of
cultural landscapes.

The prize was established in 1995
by Greece and named after the ac-
tress and activist Melina Mercouri,
a strong advocate of integrated
.heritage conservation and former
minister of culture of Greece.

TheUNESCO-GreeceMelina Mer-
couri International Prize is awarded
every two years and the winner, who
may be an individual, an institution
or a non-governmental organization,
receives an award of $30,000.
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Malabon creek clean-up
yields 30 sacks of garbage
By DlANN CALUCIN

At least 30 bags of garbage
were collected during a
clean-up drive conducter
by the Malabon City Police

Station (MCPS) along a creek in
Barangay Tonsuya, Malabon City on
Sunday, April 23,

The MCPS said it coordinated with
the barangay officials and groups
advocating for environmental protec-
tion, including KaJigkasan Advocacy
Support Group, Alpha Kappa Rho
(AKHRO) Force Multipliers, Malabon
E-Trike Volunteer Brigade (MEVB),
Mike Delta Force (MDF), and Phil-
ippine Guardian Brotherhood Inc.

(PGBI) on the clean-up,
The 30 sacks of garbage were col-

lected and hauled during the clean - up
operation,

The MCPS said they conduct
clean-up drives in Tonsuya creek and
other city waterways twice a month,

The Malabon City Environment
and Natural Resources Office (CENRO)
said the hauled garbage in the city un-
dergoes a "Waste Analysis and Char-
acterization Study (WACS)," which is
a process of classifying the types and
weights of the garbage,

WACS is conducted by barangay
officials and Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority (MMDA)
personnel, .

CREEKCLEAN-UP - Members of the Malabon City Police Stalion (MCPS) and environmental
groups haul garbage from a creek in Tansuya, Malaban on Sunday. April 23.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On ••• ENVlRONMENTAl.IMPACTSTATEMENT(EIS) 01 ••• pmpoood LIMESTONEQUARRYPROJECT 0I1IIe HEUX MINING
AHD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATlON i> be _ in BARANGAYS TINOTD AHD KAMANGA, IIM$lM, aARAHGANI
PROVlHCE.

Notice is hereby giwIn i> •• prios ""'" wish 10 r;.e •••. opinion ~ ••• frI1>IomorMIion0/ IIIe pmpoood UMESTDNE
QUARRYPROJECT 10--.cI file Public Hearing an:

I Datt I ~=.aJOam I - I09 May 20Zl (Tuesday) BIgy CowIod c;;r;e.qay~-.
·P••••••••

The I'uIlIlc ~ is ~ ccntucIad in c:orJ1OlC:tion willi1IIe•.•••••• 0/1IIe EIS 0/ IIIeab.",.nliolled projeCt by IIIe E_
ManagemenI Buteau (EMIl) 0/1IIe DepartmenI 01Environment and _ Resou •••• (OEHR).

The t>IIowiY,Jis ••• projeCtiIformation:

ProjectNamo l.inestone QuIrIy PJqed

Project location ~ Tonoto and Kamanga, Maasim, ~ PfOvince

Project Typo EmdIonol,."._ minerals (ImesIDne)

Project Size _425.1145_
ParI1mot••• extraction Rale 2.1 MMTl'Y

Project RItionait Hefix MmJ and DeYeIopment Co!poratlon (H!.IlC) Is a dtAy regisIeI1d eorpo<aIion primarily
~ In IIIe supply 0/ cement and &ggregaUIS(crushed sme, sand and gnweI, imesIone, and
••••. minerals). The ~ has _ oper-.aI since 2000 and ••••••• willa IDIaICII!JIICiIy
0/ 7.7 ••••• IDmes at aI cement pins ,..,....,.. The gr-.g _ ••. comenI roqons_1n-. ...._ ..•...<XlI11"I'YlSamnllyl'fOC*Klgi>_ils~
and meet mar1<eI_. Fa Ihis ~, H'-«lC Is popooing ••• ~ QuIrIy Project. The
project ISIocaIed at 8arar1gay nr-, wt1IchIs adjac:ent i> BInngay ~ MaasIm, Sarang8I'II
Province uoderMPSANo 274-2IJ08.XJAmended II·Parcel4.

!Project~ , QulrlyAm • __ Reoove<yFatity
• MIneYard • HazartI<u _ S1onogoAm
• wasteOlrnpand • Adm_ BoIdivs

TopooIISIocI<pIoAm
'_Roads • Wsrehouse
• MobileCrusher ' fuel Depot
''HM_ • MoIDrpooI.s->_ • Nurso<y

Proponent _ MIningand IleYIIopment Corpo<atm

AIIintenIsted paI1Ies""'" WISh10--.cI Ofpar1Icipatein ••••• PuIlI1cHeamgs shoWdpn!ferabIy confitm!heir """""""'par1icipaIion
and may give •••• oproon($) ~ • concise po$IIIonPII* 10••• ENVlROHMENTAl.IMPACTASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT
OMSION (EIAMD) 0/ Ihis 0IIce IMlUgh mal a _ II e1IOemb.goy.DII II __ (3) days before II1e PuIlIe Heari'4I
_ ••• Those ""'" wi noI be ollie 10ragisto<"' __ poojIions may be given ••• opporII.I1oIyi> __ Issues on IIIe
day 0I1IIe '-'19-

The projects EIS and Executive SUmmary for Iht Public •• _ollie at our _: wwwela8l1'b.gov.ph (ki1dlyoccoss IIIe
NoticeO(PublicHeomgl~lnIIfoIn:tlnour_)_COIJieswllbe •• _in"'t>IIowiY,JoIIIces:

1. EMIl Region XU
RegjonaIGovemmentCerWor. Ba'angayCarpnorHil, Cilyo/Konlnada. ScUh~ Tel. No. (0113)228-.1071/228-1071

2. Maaslm Munlclpal Hall
/dunicWIiIy 0/ Maasim. _ 0( Sn'Qani

For mont _, pIoooo CO<OCt lie EIAMDMsoonat Ihis 0IIce at IoIophono IU11I>e<(02) 8S39- 4378 klc. 1161MlUgh ••• projeCt
case handIeri. leoni Ma-1IQrvar and Joeoa Marie PagtAyan.

PrrAect",. _ ProIed 1rIo ...

P/lil
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU
DENR Compound, Visayas Avenue,
Difiman. Quezon City 1116
Tel. No.: (632) B539-437B
W.bslt.: www.emb.gov.ph E-mail: recordsco@emb.gov.ph

The Public Heamg is beongcoooucted il ooonection W11hthe review 01 the EIS 01 the aforementioned project by
the Envrunmental Managemenl Bureau (EMS) of the Departmentof Emllroomentand NatlJralResoorc:es(DENR)
The JJIIowong'5 the project IIlformation:

=';»Ii~
ISO •••••• "~

;-..-.

NOTICEOF PUBLIC HEARING
On ine ENVIRONMENTAl IMPACTASSESSMENT (EIA) REPORT 01 lhe proposed Dalton Pa•• Ea.t Alignment
Road Project of Department of Public Worh and Highways (DPWH) iocaledll M.napaIity of CarraogJan, ueva
Edja and Muniapafltyof Sarta Fe andMOO, Nueva VIZcay8.

Notice IS t-ereby given 10 aUparties who wish 10 9"e the~ optIlion regardllg the unplemeriallOl1of the prooosed
Danon Pass East Alignment Road Project to attend Public Hearing that is scheduled as follows'

Date Time Venue Partlcioants
03 May 2023 9'00 AM Covered Court of lIle MurllCipalHaRof ReSIdentsof Nueva
rwedneSday! IReoislratlOl1starts at 8.30! Alitao, AriOO,Nueva Vllcaya VIlC8va
04 May 2023 9:00AM PAG-A$AGymnasium of the MuniCIpal

ReSIdentsof Nue-.a
(Thursday) (ReglSlrahonstarts at 8:30) HaD of Carr3nglan, Carraoglan,

EcijaNueva Eciia

Pro!ectName Dalton Pass East Alianment Road Projeel

Project Location Municipafity of Carranglan, Nueva EClja and Municipality of Santa Fe and
Alitao, Nueva Vizcava

Proiect TvoeiLenolli Road Projectl23 kilometers
The Objective of this project is to construct a bypass road thet indudes but
not limned to roads. bridges. tunnels and slope protection wor1ts, that will
Wle as an anemate route t7tpa§t1nl1 the existing Oalton Pass Section along

Project Rationale Pan-Philippine Highway (PPH) In Ilia avent of road closure brought about
by calamities/natural disasters such as typhoons and earthquakes. thereby
directly coonecting the Cagayan Valley Region (Region II) and eastern part of
CenlTal Luzon Reaoon (ReGion 11I1to the National Caoltal ReolOlllNCRI

Road Total Length: 23 km
Lane: 4 lanes
Design Speed: 60 kmlhr.
Width: 60 m ROW

Project Components Tunnel Length of the North Tunnel: 4.5 km
Length of the Soulll Tunnel: 1.6 km
ConstructlOll of llahtino. Vl!I1liation, and emeroencv faiColiti8S

Bridge Total NlITlber: 14
Total lenath: 3.5 km •

Prooooent Department of Public Works and Hlahways DPWH)

All illerested pal1ieswhoWISh10 altendor panq,ale In this PublICHeartngshouldpreferablyooofirmthei' attendancel
partlClpatJonand may gIVelIleir op;nion(s) In a concse position paper submitted to the ENV1RONMENTALIMPACT
ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION (EIAMO) of Illis OffICeIhrooghe-mail or eia@emll.govph, at least
three (3) days before Ihe PublICHearing scIledule. Those who Wli not be able to register or submit wntlen positons
may be 9IVenIlie opportUnityto share their issues on the day of the heanng itself.

li-.e Jl'OIOd's EIS and Execclive SummaIy tor the Public is downloadable at our website:
www.eia.embgovpn(londIyaccesstheNoticeof Public Heari~StitaIion r.,k foundon •••• webSlte)whie copoes
wi! be avaiable In !he IoIIowongOfflC8S:

EMS Region II
20 Pagayaya Road. Regonaf GovernwenL Ce!>ter.
GangSur, Tuguegarao Crty,Cageyan
MuniCipality of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, Nueva Vlleaya
Municipal~y of Carranglon
Carranglan, Nueva Ecij.
For more detads, please contact the EIAM Division at this Office at telephone number (02) 8539 4378 ioca 116
and lOOI<for the R'oject case handler Engr. Joel G. Polintan Of Ms. Joena Marle Pegulayan at 1111$ e-mai JOS_
poIiotan@emb.goyph and joena_pagulayan@errbgoy.ph

Municipality of ArUao
Aritao, Nueva VtZCaya
EMS Region III
MaslOop Comer Matalina St., Diosdado MacapagaJ
Government Cerler, MallllpiS. San Fernando City,
Pampanga

Protcct tbe CJJVlrollmenf, .• Profcclll/f.! ...

.~(PDI-ApnI18 & 25, 2023)



~

0 0 0 0 0
UPPER PAGEl BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

0 STORY STORY

PAGE lOWER

-2
~

DATE
PAGE

TITlE:

Department of Environment and Natural Resources ..~.- =- !!IIII!!
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU : A .eo •• ,... .
OENR Compound, Visayas Avenue, : ~ 1$01«1O'~I~

Oiliman, Quezon'City 1116 ~ •..f

Tel. Nos.: (632) 927-1517, 928..:1725; Fax No.: (632) 920-2258
Website: www.emb.goY.ph E-mail: recordsco@emb.gov.ph

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) of the proposed 95.2 MW IN ISLAND BASElOAD
POWER PLANT PROJECT 01 the CONAL HOLDINGS CORP. to be located in BARANGAY IMELDA, UBAY,
BOHOL

Notice is hereby given to aU parties who wish to give their opinoo regarding the implementation of the proposed
95.2 MW IN ISLAND BASElOAD POWER PLANT PROJECT to attend the Public Hearing on:

Time Venue
9:00AM .

Registration starts at 8:30 8.m.
Covered COurt. Barangay Imelda, Ubay,

Bohol

The Public Heartng is being conducted in connection with the revi8\Y of the EIS of the aforementioned project by
the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (OENR).

The following rs the project information;

Project Name 95.2 MW In Island Beseload Power Plant Project

Project Location Barangay Imelda, Ubay, Bohol

Project Type/Capacity Thermal Power Plant (DieselV95.2 MW

Project Rationale The proposed project aims to develop a dieset power plant with an installed
capacity of 95.2 MW located in Brgy. Imelda. Ubay, Bohol. The plant will serve
as a backup power plant when the Leyte to BohoI submarine cable shaN
undergo maintenance and when an Islanding E vent occurs in Bohal Island,
rendering the BohOf sub-arid totally electrically isolated from the Visayas Grid.
Additionally, in order to comply with the 100% dependable capacity requirement
as indiCated in the Terms of Reference of the One BohO! Joint DistJibution
Utilities Competitive Selection Process, the capacity of the In-island power
plant will be the same as the contracted capaCity of the power supply.

Project Components 72 units of Diesel Generators \lll'ith total installed capacity of 95.2 MW
o 67 operating units and 5 spare units

Interconnection SystemlSwitcf1ing Station
2 x 2500 m' diesellUei storage capady
Plant SWitchyard
Operator Room
Coolinll Water System
Fire Protection System
OIl·Water Separator
Wastewater Discharge Pond

Proponent COnal Holdings Corporation

All interested parties who wish to attend or participate in these Pub!ic Hearings should preferably confirm thetr
attendanoelparticipation and may give their opfnion(s) In a concise position paper to the ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION (EIAMO) of thiS OffICe through mail or e-rnau at
ef.rob goy ph, at least three (3) days before the PubliC Hearing schedule. Those who will not be able to register
or submit written positions may be given the opportunity to share their issues on the day or the hearing Itself.

The project's EIS and Executive Summary for the Public are dowmoadatse at our website: www.eia.ernb.go v: ph
(kindly access the Nofice of Public HearinglConsultstion link found in our website) ......nilecopies will be available
in the fOllowing ceces:

1. EMBR99ion VII
DENR ccmoccoo, Greenplains Subdi v ision, Banilad, Mandaue City
Tel. No. (032) 26<>-9777

2. Ubay Municipal Hall
Municipality of Ubay, Province of 8oho1

For more details, please contact the EIAM Division at this Office at telephone number (02) 8539-4378 Ioc. 115
through the project case handlers, Engr. cart Anthony del Rosario and Ms. Leonil Marie Gargar.

d--------------------~------------~(POt - Apr. 18 & 25. 2023)




