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Sustained probe, Effectwe
oil spill containment
mea dres snugl-qt |

By JEL BRHTOE I Evolomy . and Basalapiend [CFERT

ma.l']EETlt: il during a recent puhlic

ED iE

hmatalned sl igation s well 2 foron &a they wariadof the cootindgsd
“mimediate iﬂ whelfecive moesores” | apread of oil ehcks Trorg the <anken
bo contdin the Orfental Mindore pil - moroT tanker (ML) Princess Eirpribe:
spllwideh fds spricad to Verde Lsland CThe ol =pRE wes trixperdd By the
in Batangas ity should be imale-  sinking of MT Princess Empress off -
e el dos el | Turthiee -:lamng-:.' 1l Haujqn urtental Minidote o Pets 25,
the envivonment ad loasaf llvellbood, The lanker was tarmying sau,gou Licers
Oeeana Fhilipgines, Greenpeane af indisstrinl fust I:hn:Bhller.dnE
M]Fp]n#b.-ill'rﬂﬂlE‘LEn‘tEIfﬂt' Lnermr, _l:,.ﬂ.u;l:ihuard lPE-h] reriached H

Sustamed pmbe &ﬂeutwe
oil spill containment
mea%- res sought 1«

Todate, the codmios’s Hsherieszer-  shanld be cxpedited Lo iesviil e il
tor has hagn halznlg, Fomillionadayas  spill frome furthes ravaging marine
15, 000 fi t_sl'IEI.'.p'l.-Et wereprohilited toge  resowrces thal could pose long fenm
[ fish Ianm 1 |'n Ii affected areds, ac=  eoolbgival disastor, raising’ alarm en
enrding to t i of Eﬁhmm and  the :Fll slirks reanhing Verde Islavnd or

Aquadc 5 [ EFAR). _ Lula Verde. |
“Innediately eontain and e "ihe Vardeisland Passageiss hishly
the edl spill, wich FHH tranq‘mrﬁu?m pmuilt{lwﬂs]'haﬁﬁmnidnniIumlmls
the slaius . imrment and removal - of Hyaesanxds of Ssbeecfoll from 1:~aillt -
e e and the el provinces relsr an it alibadnt amd

bﬁ[qzdnnpuh candstreamlinpdiosder . pristine marine resources. 'Uhe ofl spill
ship by uy disasber misk reducton  reaching nieol Uy Loustoy’s significant

and ma iLjelfors, " the groups  coostrstoms shaould highly alam e
uTped. . toseedecisiveleml  povernment and compel them e liri-
ership an Essary Slepsamong dermbe decisiae and effecelvaineasires

roncerned nabonal governmeat agen-  toprevent furi berivolercal damages, "
chgs A pent nghesyerfobeeplled  Pammalakaya Chairperson Fernanda

Tt by Conpgress." o Hirs 1|1 saicl ironjstetema nt.

Tow ol SEpard e sikiemet issued dur - A suck, the :'I!herfq:ﬂ-:grnup rallat
irg the publid forgm, 90 lowyers fram fora © tlan-a]'.n.imnl an-;luhaLmn" fan
aroimd the mLﬂlg,r uiped For a "lhne:r-- Im, incidkent, | =
mlgl'L"lnvL-.:'tl.ganan : ie dernznd al theraugd, inpartial;

A e :111:[,4 thorough invess anl:l Tansparent frvestigation of this
Hgzrhon inre rhig disaster snd buld gly aveidable eoolagical mﬁht
acenintahl Ihuﬁre :es.uuu,sibh:. in- I-]i-l.ap:.*xpsm.ed
cludtng th In apenries whe were in lakayy sdid it iy closely n:-:'-nr
derelictiom of theinduties, There should ﬂum.{ulg with: fishing u:-mmumtmsi_, as
he tranapa ].I pd strich acomint- vl s the stodebolders and eovicon -
ability in of the impartial  roenlalists, (o promole the protection
imrestigati leisclosurenfpar-  of T8la Verde Jo “l!mmuaj-m_,- BSHLsE

the mparte of the nil R T T
i 5 2 snrlvn mmru::tlghka“
{n March 21, the HEAR :']r-ar'l-e:ged
thati it Found palycyellc ﬂ.mmpl
iz h*drncarhtmzr (EAHD, which are
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~ Slip and slide
- onoil spill

vemtonely opec ated webicle (ROV) oo Tossday
f[imalis locaepd the vnderwater grave of (he
MT Princess Emprcas, alincet-a oonth wfer
the chip comcaiing Boe, oo 'Faﬁ:t's ol i dustrial
jil wank off Mindaro, apilling on lt2 watees the
'-It'l:lll.t cargn thi hos spread 25 far as Palawan,
Batangas, and Ancigne I i ;
| Hopefiliy, It woLn't tukn'? long to surfare
the aocountshilily of several povernmens reg-
L ulacory agencles whese job '11_{ is'ta prevent chiz
st that bas a long-term Impascon the delicate macine
Life In the ated, thi health of residents [0 coastal foams, the
Iwe'thaad of Bzherfolk I:hd.;'lnltrjm:l prospecta of affecced
iprovinces, snd Eheir anviroanzencal it nahilicg

‘| The racent venate bearing cn the oil splll led to tin-
BET-painilng Derweern the Fhilippine Coast Guard (FCG)
and the pMagitine Mdustry AuzhorityriMakina dnd shoved
Lo carelesshy the two agencies have implementad cheir
Tespoctive wandate ol chese yoavs, Such pomplacenty also
ijvdicates Low lictle we've learned from simllar incidents,
A worst being the Guimaris oil spill in 3006,

| Thatiacident sz the sunbenadl canker spilling reore than
i1 roilllem Heers o hovker fugl, which atfectad 1,506 hectares
uf the tocal acosyscem, T prompeed the TR fo pe-
Mew and Teyise the Netlomal Ol Spill Ingency Flan [in-
raudganed ln zood, which identifies the PG A% e lead agency
o the respanse, dean-up, and other cuuspgency meameas,
and the Marlte Envirorimeneal Protectzon Cormand as e
point of cantict, O top of dhar, Republic At Mo, 9383 was
poacred in 2007 eo establish the ol pollution mATAgElE|
fund in anticipagon of similge incidents. But 16 years aince

and the v sl lacks fmplensnting roles and segulations.

Cold this pasthy explain the Beddless chicken respnnse of the
goweriument Lo the Mindota fishap, with the people frand-
Eally stepplog s with improvised ofl spill booms?

| With che Senaty heazlng ralsiong doubts abaut the compe-
eetice and ingegrity of the government's regulatore apencles,

the Deparovent of Tustice bias subpoendcd the POG, Maring,

and the Philippine Ports Authority of Miidacn eo actend a
case buildup meering on the incldent. Sl shouldn's chas
have taken place che firse wesk of the oil epil

| Marine experts bave alse asked why commercial 'ves-
gels loaded with toxic macgn have Lesn allowed o pass
dHrough the Varde Taland Passage (VIR whilcl isconsidered
the eenter-of marine bisdiversioe In the world. Astde fromr

fRaC-TACking Senate Bill Mo, 5id filed last vear, zeeking ro

declare VIF @ procectad area under the Mational Integ sied
Pratoread Arkas System ACT of 1942, given the threats to i

bindiversity, the government should ban gil tankers from

thiz passage and demand strict complisnce to environmen-
tal saferuards among cotnmercial Yessels rsing this raile,

p3=24-23
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leree TAGk | BaAWkr  snnRAL oo
I I =rEIgr Lo
LETE

. thearcountabil trofthe domparny i oo et

e sesworthineas of

Al wh
ed the MT Brincess Eimpréss reroaing 3 pray area, abondn'oie
take resporsibilicr for fating 1o chec)
the wesse] cariing such & tox ke oad? [ thay ol br 1osally -
abile aor oo current dev s, burt shpuddm'e i oo recor
o g R 2

Iz for cheir “uiideslabl
llpwing the wesel, descy
gpice irs less then seq

to opeane

pocate sense of respansiblilty to vecon peise
v affected by ks ok of die diligence”
Haibieeres has meamsdle called oo 20 and

I'||3:g'|i.]::t1r:-'-.' S @an-
ecban ribiuiill eotmpt
conditlan arid, pe-
cAmid the sh powh-
gabnnt 10 o rended

portedly, igiiack af permit (o aperm

er. RDG Refgld iviarine Serdces’ clal

cettlicabe of poddliv comvenicnce, the gomficting s s meeits
of the PCC and Maring, und : Uegationg of forged <ipnitures
e the o oo zall, whatl & nerge ars

coordiitin

remt duplleatley af i
pnscrupidofE shipowners to play of
Aglnzr anui?:::. 03d the Marina and o
way." as ung seoator hinted? And Tinr
i B agsinies’ possibg compli
7, the Senare coru e

Tal res ang climare chat g shaals
adiwizis mtive dakilitdes of bech e PO
butenmues dit the afficers iy clhred wo

Al wr lacal atficials i Hue 2Fs
P i ciovict gase conlid rleiiz orL 507 year

the appalicg lack of

drang governinent offites tacked to cverses
safety, theil' conlusing i:c:edi.tawtl- [P aness,

fronis that mav allow
e pepiilalnry agancy
e PEG Tack &z othen
hat considerzmon?

Ik 11w nn rf_n:iljng
O ERTanmE i, LEs

THIE AT fa b Lo (e
KF and =il ol o ]
ilel b= el o 2ocoone

‘."!:Ed ity (B -:=.|'.I'r'-'ill:|.§
p—are B kiryr sib s nee-

curlegiclate s might

wilt n:r_]nnl-il T il grging the apa b the moontre's boes chap

gotiate] mltlemt with the s vipmamen

omly exbiacL e from comTuindes st
lhicsers On top 0f poesible: jail tme
whiy | requine erring O ks 1 pay
curculabive st of duaione-te neMects

CAWRE 1 0 geniRl
e rnenpamy odiclals;
redamiEes ool o die
:lfﬂfl'Eil'l'lF:!':IL T

gzl sincedtheqdve hond g collec b
TThe extent of che daidz s o the

- yet oo he Tilly ditermingd §0 (ha

be memotlared, bor nothing siops tlare

wiziling ind wpdaniag miaritizoe reg
ATTELT sﬁJEJmilzlrlism& b ac lei

Il insuringe clalnis®
Insdowa o4f sill has
|::|:||'|'|['|.l 158 R e - 1
Selnits il looamero

sl ensute thar gieh

prevenlsblemishaps aever | apgen agpin
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(chargee if everyone meally taded, while

23 penent said i3 bevend humanity's
ool

A lakge majority of 88 |peroent sl
agread Uhat pesple like thetiadwes can do

‘something to técdvice climate sk,

Solutions

Most ol Lhe respondenis i the recent
EUTEY arcaware of various solutions that
wan he laken ba reduce the [mpact nt ¢l
‘mate change, incheding saving energy (95
percent), planting trees in the right plices
#nd protecting fomesks (85 percent) and
walking, cvcling or taking peblic trans-
portation (o3 percent), ru:'tl:ILii:'ln.Ef,_l‘ﬂ:l#:'iIl.'_E;,

iring and recycling (91 pereenty and
F‘l‘lf;win? aveay less foi] fl:'.{-P;ercEmfl.

SW5 Hier asked those whisere awan:
wof each solubinm it theis famaly dovs them
te reciuce 1he impact of climate chasps.

Engagemoent weas highisk in terms of
faving emersy (B8 porcent duing, soven
parcent might do, four percent dies not
ol fullvwed by walking, cveling or

Aaking pulilic [Hosportalion {51 percent

doing, 13ﬁmht might, six perverenot).
I i tollonsed b Ehrowsing: aveay less
Food

11 percentruct), nechin tys, TeLising, repairing
ard reyoling (74 porcent doingg, 17 percant
might, cight peeiimenot) and planting trees
el prolectivg fovesls (63 perostl Jdisege, 14
pertent mighe, 1Y percent o).
The surway had 1200 adult TEADI

dents amd am arene scgin ofiplaas s
i-ﬁ percenk

El Nino by Q3

The Philippine Atnmnspherie; Gio

Physical and fstronomiical Services.

Administracsion [PAGASAY said-that

efe is an e reased profubility of F

ifbo phwmommen on setting in ey the thind
:I'tmrter this yvean. :

PAGASA has raised the aleort level ko

0 Mifio Watch as the probabdliby of oc-

chrence has reached 55 percent ar muors,

| Bl Mifio will likeoy devislap frorn July

ta Seplember 2023, following 4 transition

from the enrrenl hesibral condifions in the

e E sout e oscl] latinn,

~in some anvss oF e eoumtty, with ford-

\ - Mearwiile, Caritas Phili PiT s woneed]
to work for Catholiz qq.*huuimn:‘. |.'!]'|1.I‘.'|'.'1[
budlelimga o shist tothe Ui of ©onewealilg
ENEly, |

(5 porcentdoing, 14 pernt might,

viL
—With Ramina (_ﬁ:xera, Fvehm hlacairan

1 =
}Jﬁ-aﬁmmm elirmapy
b imeniloring sycHon, 22

L recent comclitions shiw taat the
Nifio phesomenon could lust antil (e
firet Bt mn:-tﬁ’uf 2024

El Nitio, whidgh incraases the likeli
uof below-normphl minfall oomiifons,
tharacterized By unusnally wa B £
AYCTRES | Face temiperatures in
et Shernguntorial Tacfic,

The plumomeon could brin: negati
mmpects such ag dry spells and degugrhs

i

o

casbers &:tp;lhch'i'r' eaely bnpicten Visay
and Mindam |

PAGASA administrator Vincent Wald
ne urgedd £ and povernm ent ape
gLty priv pare fd petreaddy tor the pog-
sible adverse effacts of ElL Nifin

Carltas for renewable
nergy

[ 4 statement issued yestesday
Cagitns Fhilippioes and Socie | Action
MNetwork coimmittad el o working

toviard eipht gudals m line “:EEIJ: its .':anlu
“eclare Climate Emesgency N ive of th
Rights vt Matu hiuﬁﬁénﬁ* *w
Sinwt 1984 ehi Catholic Chisr  has al
resachy Been sayving <hatthe fountor was i
petil and'asked the gmrérﬁn'l.:ﬂ.rlli aridcivig
and chuerch o Aorsavieour Y aeeulitn

fand,” Hewhivier, 35 vears laer they un

aLill |1_|'.=1i:_'|“':|.'|.!.|"‘t|i'_l.-ﬂ- aneal. R

ver the e ?}r:?-;fahﬁpmmsaa‘ﬁma :
experikmced, the jetfocts of cimats cha
suctie the rise insva levels thre imesﬁ
Wizt averags, d Tuction .-|:|11_'|1'ﬂ]_'|:i.“ cic:ly
oAy slemis, Al Jonests steadily vimishi
Tﬁ:lf‘i.l.‘.l{rrlb“ s inmamber, Tive hed
a1 T TR 4 rlieg,

“Wa carmtt be business as uswl, While
wet b dnsbitu flonalized progams on
gproecology imepshd miliions it natural
farming, ancl hered curadvodes
o emrenisntal proleciion, vee Feal thae
these arestill not ol More injentiona?
and svndidal aetians reed to be m place
to mitigate . * lmpncts, espngally in

Ir; i wunmiemifies,” the preup E];]d.-

[}
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Elle by
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LATE

S ELLAEYH 1wk R

A Suvial Meear hor sratians (s

v eone et Gl Coemnber ap 2z
Lo pereett el Fidip nos
Liww prerserally chperiences tye el -
focks ! climptr .']:.qn__lq:l in the =33zt
Fhres ety

DL Ues, sFpercein 2200 ey Laee
superignced everd impact ef < limate
chargs At the pasi Lhree vears, 52
el said mesprate e, and
Ly precand sahl e impart.

iuirnwhile, oy 5o percent dnd
il experienge ary lioge L.

Acear fing e 3WE, the prepop e
al Cleese whe peperied porsonally
Eperiencing Fhe il pacis of climc ke
| cRamEe can g campared S previouy
surerys ot wogis.

"These pavsgubl by sxpericncing

he imnacts | easoad by six per-

centtapEr pobiheg g March oL
and sighi pekils rem Marcl zals,
Those whe g¥pa Ereed severe im-
fracl ol climahe caquge dec-escd by
threy puints biar was aflzel by an
INCTeAze ol 10 peints among e
el exnerlended tloder e fmpact
iL grrined g

Firvar Filiadnos aere cher ran do
siaeLlling b iednee cllle risk

The SWE gureny alao lound AF
[T AT AR CedirE D3 prrcsnr e Ly -
I¥ rprer, 5 percel sanmwl-ar agree)
writh the statelien s "Pagple Ll e
v e sameihing b ceduce climzte
gl=k v cisks Sesuiting from climare
chanpgs "

firAlwlitls, 10 perreent ware 1)-
dacidenl and “Hroe pesceat disa greed
Covets porcentfsneiwliel disagren,
one percenl rongiv disaniea).

s g e el apreement scoge
LPPETANTAEE a,'li L whio pEree mai-
ns persentige ali toese whie oiz
cureed pl Ml clazsiiled by 53805 as
SPEDY HLTINNG Gt wpd, This in -
dizanes & very sLoong persona’ effl-
cacy ke i :il.'lilé.ul.lill:..; Lo risl e 14 -
make riss Y sa.

W shawn ta sld by 1hal
right hest dezcile one's outlaul
o0 aigeaniiy s coptrel of ol
rhange, 5SS Houad that 56 nerremk
of Fininas (thluk that looanity
cirnlel o sermgthing to step or slow
doen vlinaly chiange if avaryons=
seally fred, while 3 percent Hailnh
Clilimate cia rﬂ'-:! iv brvond houman-
Lby's coasbrat,

Andy cace pesveal ol Filipines are
LTSLET.

I!igli. AWINC IS
The :.url.'-:jl alsp Fenmd Hhar Ha
PETCRNL Webe prevtolisiy aware af eli
mare chan e (wlile 15 percenl ke
nf it erby At the e of tie subvey
| intereivay, :i'-'tz peinted out
IF noted Hlak those wl weue jpe-
| wigualy swars of clunate ehange -
[ creaset by aaﬂeu percentage poliply

93% ol Filipinos experienced
ellects of climate change —SWS

fromn March ury and 15 peints frvn
March 2311

AW Alanosahl tias there =g Meppe
bigl ™ wacareiess ©F §olected sdln
Piomze L peduics e segabne of el
el clmine Change,

It resird pubiicaehrmess of fe-
fected solutions fa reduce the nis -
atlve elfocis of climate cliangre by
5l:|.l.".'2i:|§.; iterms Frods il riked
Fla_ iy Aok Mo wel=ile ahant tack-
1z Lhe glisnate cTi5is.

s ralied Lhens into localiged
questions fac the Filipina capopl-
ciee, and acdded a gEeslionn abanr
e [ by and forest proteLon

"Peroentages ul those awars ol
sululiond o codwea e negative gf-
fects Gl Lt chama wers very
ligh: Gy peccan. lor Hanrng tises
i il rijzht placéd snd protecting
lurests, a5 pescent for sowng an-
erde e dlestricicy sl lome, o pel -
coent for sraiklig, vyeling, ot taking
puledic transpartalion, &1 setcent Fag
redacingl reusing, sapabog, and #n-
ey ing, i BE poreent for thoowing
away Wess foed, " T said

“rlajlirizies of! lpse wha are
awdis ol Poch spluzlon ceporeaed that
Useir Familics cugages in che splurioe
b teduve the negarisa el f=cis of cli
miate cliange: A8 poroent zave eter
&% 01 eledtelity al home, S percel
Wwalic, redle, s Talie gublic trans-
Pocleliom, i percent s away
lesg Fe=pl, 74 percest Tednce, celse,
cepaty, <hd recwrley and 83 percent
planr reecs o e right plarcs apd
protect favesnz L weleded

The survey fonnd rhal those
cware b Baclsodut i who cepoined
that theix families might da the sq-
luldens abe wd pexcenl dor planting
Lrees in the vient plaves aod jinstel
ing foresls, 17 pereanr for pedneli,
rouging. fepaliing, and reryoling i
prerent far rl]:il"ﬁ'i.l.'gd'.'nt!,l itis finnd |
13 peocent for wallting, cvoling, oz
taking gublic trensperiaton, and!7
peteent for saving rncrgy ou eled-
tricicy &t Juosie.

Areanwhlle, chode aware of rach
arlution whn teported Cial Cheic
farnllies Aie vol engagingin the cg-
Tukiens are feur paresnl or saviige
ancrgy o clectricly al leme, sis
pEreEnl for welking ceching, oo tak-
iny puldiv transpercation, cight pec-
Uil Lar nelucing, reizing, ':'fp.al_u_ng,
and recesling, 10 aegoetl fos Lhrod
ing sveay less Faod, aimd 13 percen
Ear planting trecs o tee cighil plasss
dmil priverting foreste

The Fouteh tuacter soza 5WE
siievey wan condacksd froum Dee, 1
brody, iz mslng Lacee-Lo- [oea i
lerwivws of 1 2o adales, 05 years ol
amd ahowe

The surecy ifems repored bere
VEETE I NS siened, 6 was do-
e ur BWS s o isisiative and pe-
leased ax a pullic service

N
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By Lera Williames

| DEARLY HOPE &» Heve! chil-
dren of my oan some &y, [What
they oo with Lheir timejon Earth
ig Laeirs by chnpse, the o
of world ther'll LLh.'an t will he
deternined I:-;i' ma g alljol ws
= non: — while they'relstiil I:']p;-
Eent of my imaginatipn, [t's 4
Henpl: zpnecpt, bt Th.i!"t deaan't
kecp & from becoming indreas-
ingly illre.
Thit serimaancss T.l.r:i; heduglat
bome tn mc by # gmpl:l}-r" i Whe
lalest UM [otergoverhntebtal
Parol on Climste Change (L0
Szn'thesis Report, The|illuslra-
tionis unen:-f‘ﬂwfmm he docu-
TI.u:nI: an updnte of the warm-

ing soipas first eoneo d By Ed
RHawidng, proleyaur of climate soi.
ente at the Dniversily of I‘.u;jding;

-inglobed tenperature sl

_'J'I"lE anlor kars ATR déam:jh
miving from cool ble o deap
murgile; they portezy the changes
T
The newly bueaked 1.1-::i-:r:1 inthae
IPOC repart versian projects sev.

* eralacenarlos oul Lo the ypar 2100

baged on whulmmtghtqn abipat
13ar E]nl;.rll Cmissinms. |

The revision thats Eluck in
my bead i3 the {llestration with
bomen slloweklag ol e 1=
toin of the graphic, soursesy of
LPCC graphic afficer Attone Birt:
Tt shows the lifespans of people
Barn in 1950, 1980, and £0E0
color-coded to their chronalopi-
cal place in the warming nf the
planet. Buch genernbon has o
comsletely different rélationship
to the Earth's crisie.

“Ihe warming I hawe experi
enced up to present duy {5 much
Inrgar enan the warming iy fer-
ants peporiencad up o the gare

T ——————— T

. Iog i= ek stedper.

= Dusinessorld 4=~ -

uf the TPCC eomawriting teaint and
eo-directorof the cllmate icmphcts
yroup atthe Goddard [Rst-
1.1.'||!El'l:ll'3pa.l_'e3 ies, “Anrd n

]

TE nlsm revengs juet how much
the decision 3 ) tade boday will
have hupe e ftz on the webrld

of taoreew. Bethe time a bﬂtl-}'
DLiprn in 2020 by :
genarinn, the

eutda:.r Jna*u:n:! e imewhichmar
einissions remaln high, 7

o in-2edn could be Uving om 2
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