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wjn. pitching that the UN wat r
a~enda prioritizes climate resilien e
through robust, equitable, and su -
tainable nature positive develo -
ment pathways. I

Yulo-Loyzaga further called f II

deeper integration of the wat
ag~nda into key agreements-such s
theSustainable Development Goal ,
thk UN Framework Convention 0
climate Change, the Convention 9
Bibdiversity, and the Sendai fram -
wJrk for disaster risk reduction.

She said such would render tH
w*er sector a globally important
entry point to scaling up comrni
m~nts to adaptation financing fd
reliable and safe water supply, man
ag ment, and use. Increased SUPI)ort

"The Philippines commits t "INthis light, WI~ endors
fo ter knowledge, innovation an s pport for the G10bal ter oper _
ju t partnerships in watchin tor program, which ad resses the

vulne bilittesandcapacity- uildi g and sanitation ."",.1 im oved thatpursuesa strate-
needs f water and water sa itati, n health "are therefore i erati gicbalance be een supply a adcon-
servic providers, especiall inAs a, "Moreover, risk-in rrne sumption of ater for health food"
Pacifi •and Africa," she sai. I transformative gover energy.anden ironmentalse:urity,"

"T ~ water sector has he op- .increases access and a ord ility she added.
portu lity to l~ad change nd de- of safe drinking water nd ~ ita- According 0 Yulo-Loyzaga, the
liver t lansformative solu i?ns In tion services must bel *us ined Philippines is oving decisvely in
ourq st for climate resili nt a~d in order to advance he tkh, 1veli- this d'irection.
sustai able development.' Let ~s hoods, and the dignity f al . hile "Our Presi ent has directed the
all un eash the potential dr th~s preserving ecosystem ~nt rity creatiqn ofaw terresourcemanage-
today ensure that no pe son, ~.o for the benefit of.gen Itati s to ment office ot er than the Depart-
comm nity, no ecosyste is left "come," she said.. .' I ment M Envir nment and t-'atural
behin "she said. I I Resources to a hieve water security

lnh rspeech theDENRc iefsaid Climate change disru ti by integrating the function. of all
attaini g univ~rsal, adequ ~e a~d CLIMATEchange has di rup agenc:ies with water-re ated man-
equita Ie access to safely anag d world'shydrologicalcycle ase dates," she sai .
water hd sanitation servic slare t rainfall, and temperat e c~ Shesaidthe ater ResourceMan-
the cor ofinclusive and sus ainab e amplify existing social vulne agerne rt Offic is a first in the.coun-
develo ment. I ties and threaten biodiv si try'shistory,an it'salignedwlthnew

Yul Loyzagasaidintegr tedwl- Yulo-Loyzagasaidmot th legislation ere inganapexb<)dyfor
ter res rcemanagement ap. ~oac - there is now a critical neel for comprehensiv water resource man-
es that vercome barriers jWatr governance for climate a d di agemE:Ilt.JonothaL.Mayuga
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globli

governance, access to cience and
form equitable. and s stainable
financing and engage ents with
the private sector acad mia, mul-
tilateral development anks and
other stakeholders in limate ac-
tion are being strength ned whi e
recognizing the vital im ortance of
traditional and local k owledge,"
she said.

Meanwhile, the offic al said the
Philippines isfurther ad eating the
transfer of knowledge t rough sci-
ence, technology, engin ering, and
innovation that address s the water
needs of developing cau tries whi.e
advancing global goals.



rl-c;;;;;;;;:::--t---t-~~~"'''''''ditL=---=0'~/0
UPPER PAGE 1o STORY

LOWER

P I faCing w
C isis - Mar~~~1

ODD
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY

3 -2
l----=-==--- _-I DATE



that are invo ved in water
supply ll:d ater manage-
ment an .~th s just evolved
that wa .IBu what we are
going to ty t do is to make
it a mor tOh sive policy so
that ther is planning at the
nationa eVfl' and in that
way WE? an aximize the.
manage nt f what water
we have" he dded. .

Marc ~ noted there are
pending ~llsiJilCongress that
seek to cr ate ajDepartment of
Water M~agEent. the Of-
ficeofW ter M agementwill
handle ~ter- elated matters
until the bills establishing a
water de lartrrjentare passed.

Last pnt~, Marcos ap-
proved t ti creation of a water
resource ana~ement officeto
ensure s ~cieljlt water supply
in the co mtryland to address
enviro ~nta~Challenges;He
cited the led for a plan that
would se e a a roadmap for
agencies nv Ived in water
manage nt. .
. In a r vi9uS statement,
the Presi fnti~l Communica-
tions 0 .ce said an EOwould
enable t~ National Water
Resourc B;rd (NWRB),
Metropo . an aterworks and
Sewerag yst m (MWSS),Lo-
calWater tilitiesAdministra-
tion and e other water-relat-
ed agenci e of the Department
of Envir ~mebt and Natural
Resourc ·(D~NR) to have a
collabor tive Imechanism to
impleme t programs.

The 0 .ce ~.ll be under the
DENR a cd wi I be tasked to
formulat and ensure the im-
plement tion f an integrated
water m nag ment plan. It
will also ork closely with all
relevant genqies, local gov-
ernment, the private sector,
civil soci ty and communities
on water relat~d matters.

In the ame speech, Marcos
cited the need to bring water
manage ent strategies down
'to the gr ssroots level.

"I wa ver surprised in
the past ears even as sena- .
tor, even a~ go emor, that no
one was pe . g about water
problems Whe aseverysingle
urban co mu ity and even
some rur co unities in the
Philippin shav awater crisis,"
the Chief xe tive said.

"And ·~'s s mething that
we have on inually post-
poned. e do ot examine it.
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We do not
other ways
the idea th
we'll have
buckets an

igning of the
litan Water-
age System
aster imple-

I ater security

theWRMO
President.
ow be able
ent ourwa-
ap," MWSS
nor Cleofas
terview.
will be able

II
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P M ATWATER NVENTION- preSident~~dinalnd R. Marcos Jr. observes as Global M b e Bio":Reactor mal'~eting ma ager Ger"n Jam! s
de onstrates th functions of SM-i, a I cost wafer filtration solution, during the ate hilippines and Phl'lEnergy C nvention 2023 Dr
Th rsday, March 3,2023, at the SMXcon ntlen Center in PasayCity. Also in photo ar ~hil pine Water Works ~ sociation vice presIdent fe I'
na ronal affairs gar C. Lopezand Pasay i y Mayor Imelda Calixto-Rubiano. SM-i re Hire 0 electrical pnwer • nd is sp ifically esigne
fo ituations su !h as natural disasters ere water supplies can be contaminated 0 int ~ upted. (Ali Vicoy)
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r)ident Marcos stressed tha
'mjny communities in th
country have been under wate
criJis that an urgent step mus

be t ken tOEddress it.
peakin at the 6th Water Philippine

Co erence and Exposition on Thursday
M h 23, arcos reiterated that th

try carytap several technologies to
ess fhelcrisiS.
nd so these are the kinds of

ratagems that we have t employ, that
e have to bring down to e grassroots
vel because the water crisis in the
ilippines-'and Icall it water crisis
cause it is," Marcos sai .

I I was very surprise in the past
ars, even as senator, e n as gover-

II r, that no one was sp aking about
ter problems. \,Vhereas every single

I an community and eve some rural
munities in the Philip ines have a

ter crisis,"
I The President ernph sized ~5
I

I~"'--~-~J''''''''''''''
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at crisi~ i r ~l - PBBM
~t while t e lingering wa~er J .Isis i the We take the water a~
untry's C mmunities are ye 0 b ad- it for irrigation, we

drinking water if w

f
Ive this ar already available. I treatment plant. We
"I happ ed to=-have bee, ~ive the the water and hopefull

portunit to walk around litt e bit is enough of a gradie
d see so e of the eXhibltorljAn it is are able to produce so
ry gratif irig to note that' fac the 'with the mini hydros
chnologie that are being us' ,th~t are S t res sin g t hit
ing empl yed in terms of w er t eat- U Philippines is n I a
ent, in te s of water ~ana me tare place" not to havel ~n
ell-know technolo~ies," he s id'luAnd \ water for itspeople pe
,Iam ve optimistic that t~ solutions .~--~--"--'-~
at we ne to formulate are ut t~ere,
e technol gies are out there h~t has
ntinued t change in the ligh f cl mate
ange is th management, the rata ems
how we anage our water." I
Marcos ointed out that g

lution to e problem is som hin that
s been "c ntinually postpone d " r

"And it' something that w' lave con-
nually po poned. Wedo not; am].neit.
e do not 1 ok at it, just find her ways
d put up th the idea that on 'e in a hile

.e'll have pull out our buck tad fill
r bathtub with water becaus~. t ere s not
ing to be ater for the next hours,"
stressed. I I
Marcos id the majority of ~ter n the

untry is ill taken from urt I~rg uhd'
uifers, b "if you manage.y ur s~rface

ater prop rly, then there wild t: no
ed for us 0 be digging well nd tart-
g to affec the water table th is fnder
" that af cts agriculture, co tru tion,
frastruct e, among others. I

He said e government m ,s thltk in
very diffe nt way now in ter of ater
anageme ,adding that it i I 0 1 n~er
st about fl od control but exp din it to

rrigation a d water treatment.
I "When I was still governor he~ you
aid water nagernent, it gene By 1eant
ood contr . And we would Pl! (like~ 'lVe
ould put ms to be able to' ntr 1 the

looding," said. uHowevern9 ,we ust
hink in a ve different way. Fro control,
[though ny of the projec s that the
pvernmen as undertaken is afegorized

flood co rol, these flood co lrol proj-
ts are no 1 ng~r just exclusiv 1 for that.

DATE

•••••
the government eeds to em-
ploy available t chnologres
and make a cohesi e policy and
plan for the entir country

Marcos also s ted that the
conference is nec ssary and an
urgent step towa ds attaining
water security a d prov ding
safe, adequate, af ordable, and
accessible drinki g water for
the Eilipino peop e.

uWe are facin some seri-
ous challenges a d we really
need to work very ard togeth-
er," he sald.
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.However, climllte change that --

"serious challenges" in i causes extreme <?foughtand floods
supply amid growing conce ab are threatening the country's water
climate change and the old ay of supply, he said.
water management. I To address th~s, Marcos said

"What has continued tq ha i,; Filipinos should take lessons from
in the light of climate cha~1 is i e Israel, a desert copntrY with highly
stratagems on how we man ge salty, undrinkable water.
water," Marcos said at th 8i h Israeli t e chn o l og ie s for
Water Philippines COnferi e fd desalination, sewage treatment,
Exposition in Pasay City. and water reuse, however, sustain the

In reminding people tha:t w er nation, and it eve~ exports water to
is life," he stressed watt! is ft neighboring countnies, the President
just a drink but can also u I'd said.
for irrigation to farms an ne I' "They a.re ablr to collect the

~L~.~rlr~:-'~--'~.~~

",ater th ough dams during the
rainy seas n, whate.ver is available.

;

ey put fish in it to grow fish.
en the ummer comes, they take

o t the w ter, harvest the fish, and
t en that oes to irrigation and so
fqrth," M rcos recalled from his
visits to Is ael,

Marcos aid government agencies
must ado t this creative thinking
i increas ng the water supply for
h usehold and agriculture. There
are arou d 11 million families
~thout po able water, according to
tlie Nation Water Resources Board.

Last m nth, Marcos approved

of a Water Resource
Officewhich consists of
t agencies to streamline

I water security.
e acts as a transitory
ding lawmakers'

Ir Marcos's proposal
the Department of
rces.
w the Philippines is not
d why do we not have

? Sowe have to employ
I and make a cohesive
:cohesive plan not only
al Capital Region but
country," Marcos said.
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ply and watb banagement and
it has just e olved that way,"
Marcos said.

"But wh~r we are going to
try to do is 10 make it a more
cohesive Pdl]'C,y so that there is '
planning at he natiohallevel
and in that 'ay we can maxi-
mize the ma agemenf ot what
water we ha J:' he added.

In Febrrbry, Marcos al-
ready appr,ol~ed in principle
the creati0r. l,of the OWM to
coordinate le initiapves of
the MetroPE itan Waterworks
and Sewera~1 System {MWSS)
and Local W ter Utilities Ad-
ministration -(LWUA)and the
Department of Environment

II
and Natural esources (DENR)
through the ~eation Man In- ,
.tegrated WfJ. er Management
Policy (IWM ?

He said h hopes the OWM
will beevent ally institution-
alized into t e Departeent of
Water Man ~ement ,(DWM)
through legts ation.

Aside frq the IWMP, the
Preside~tis lsoHeye~g new
technologies 6help address 10-

I' r 'cal water sup lies issues, which
are being we>sened byklimate
change. J -
" "I happe*4~ to-have been
given the opI1~rtunity to walk
around a little bit and see some
of the exhibitors.

~e 6th edition of
'r>ines.Conference
on (WPCE)at the

nd it is very gratifying t~ nJ lic Services committee conve ed ldmi~istra' 'onof~aterin the cor-
thatlin fact, th_etechnologiesth ta~ consumers' expectations that he try, and thj has "resulted in pol cy
beingused, th',OltarebeingemPlf'edi,' newly created water managem nt 4nd regula ory confli~t.s" amo g
ter I sofwatertJreatment,inte. s office will "hopefully allev~~te ~ese agend es. Ii
wat r management, are well- 0 the creeping water crisis" iI1/.the "We ex ct that tl:).isdevel p-
tec nologies,"Marcossaidaft I ou' country. ent lays own the gl'oundw rk

"ing he exhibits at the WPCE1 I Sen. Grace Poe, who chairs the or a more ntegrated ~nd holis ic
" e have of course fine-t nJ committee, said the creation, f a approach t the wate~. proble :'

it s that, the filtration syste s b I water management office is ost said Poe, su gesting thr.,t "awho' e-
co e better and better, our m I welcome while the related bill in of-govern ent approtch is a so
b.ec me mo!'€.:efficien~, our c I Co~gre.ss~re be~ng,thr:shed o,P,: reces~ary 0 ta~kle thle"issues?f
tIO s-e-water connections ar ThIS IS a timely ~nterven Ipn sourcmg a d misuse of water m
resi ient to typhoons, to earth from the Executive which will 1;1< ~e- the countr ." :
and the other calamities that fully alleviate the creeping .Jv ter At the ~ me time, re sena or

ver 300 exhibitors fro She pointed out that "as an ar hi- tive and L gislative d partme ts
ticitating international co pelago surrounded with water, t is ~re "worki g hard at amore la t-
iOiJd the WPCE, which w ironic that we have a water criSj'Sin lng solutio "'in the fo m of an w
fro March:22 to 24, 2023. our hands due to a fragmente re- water refo m bill to e sure su fi-

• source management," cient, clea ,and affordable wa er
Se ators rE!heved' She added that currently, at 1 ast for all Fili inos.
SE ATORS sitting in I 30 line agencies are tasked with the Sa uelP. Medenilla,ButchFernandez

-' - - - 'r



n some rural
rience water

es.
II it a wate
e said in a
ing that we
tponed. W

risis because
peech. "It is.
aye continu-

do not exam-

"I
it is,"
some
allyp
ine it:

lallknow th Philippines is
not a ry place, and hy do we not
have e ough water '

Tli Presiden called for
inno tion in ad ressing the
water erisis, citin the experi-
ence f Israel, a d sert country
that as revoluti nized water
recycl ng.

ebruary, the Presidential
unicatlons Office (PCO)
e wRMO's first action will
edude reliance on ground-
nd deep wells, and manage
ply pf surface water.
e wRMO would be under
partment of Emironment

and . tural Resources (DENR)
and ill be a transitory body
pendi~g t~e creation of a Water
ResJ6tces department," the Pal-
ace sid.

T neJ.. office will have the
auth ity to make binding rec-
om e dations to state-owned
corp ati ns providing water

said the water treated for
reu in Israel is also used for ir-
rig ion and other purposes.

" ~y~se water three times.
Ev~ b~t of fre.sh water is used
mo e a once;' Mr. Marcos said.
"TIl s is t e kind of thinking that
we . ave tolapPIYto the Philippines
bee 4se 0 t~e crisis that we are
facig and how debilitating it will
be t Ihe ntire economy, to the
enti SOtCietYif our water sup-
ply ble continues to become .
mo~ epe dent on what we have
bee oin in the past," he said.

" e cr ation 'of a water man-
age nt office is most welcome

s the Metropolitan
nd Sewerage SYIl-
er Utilities Adm in-
the DENR's water
d, the Palace said.
id the new office's
ns also inclu e

and ensuring Ii e
n of the Integrate d
ment Plan, whiCih

I he plans of vario ls

ech on Thurs ~y
ustry convention,
scribed the Philip-
in a "water crisi "

~ very single urb
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Marcos:
Brace for a
water crisis

f the circular, which

in effect ll.ntil pending !'.[S ~.ongress seeking to creat .' Df
artment of Water Mana e~
re signed into law. III

Marcos said he finds it ~ ani
that the Philippines, be
rchipelago, is being co
d with a water supply pr

"We all know the Phili I

is not a dry place, and
e not have enough w
e said. II
The country must 19:

ther countries like Isra
ave effitient systems fo
ltration, storage, and di ib

tlon, the President said.
Despite mostly being:

, I

Israel IS able to harvest I ,

uring the rainy seas i
llection ponds where 1 h ~

Iso grovm. "When the s I mil. . I I
mes, they take the watt ha

~st the fish, and then th go ij:

tb irrigation efforts, n he, id.
Israelltsl! able to harves 11 rest
ater thrice a year. "Eve] it ~
esh water is used mor j ha
nee," he added,

rcos: Br 'C~

lis pushing
for the government to m-
ploy modern technology nd
strategies in 'managing WI ter
resources, I .

"I happened to have b en
given the opportunity to ~ alk
around a little bit a~d see S me
of the exhibitors. And it iS

I
ery

gratifying to not~ Ithat in act
the technologies t9at are i' 'ng
used; that are bei~ ernpl ed
in terms of water trearme t -in
terms of water mlanagem nt
are well-known teqhnologi s."
he said.

On Thursday, Sen, Mary qfce
Poe said the creatiop of a ~a ter
management offic9 is. a ti~ ly
interve~t~o~ to thf IIcreer ng
water CfISIS. L.·

.' Poe said at least sp lin~ ar~n-
des of the goverriment . ial
with the adminiJtratio of
water, resulting in Ipolicy a d
regulatory conflicts]

~DDOJDn mii I ~~~m~~Imlill[ulm~o STORY STORY

LOWER
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"We exp ct that thisldevelop
ment lays down the Iground
work for a more integfted an
holistic a proach to e wate
problem,!'\the sena or, wh
heads th~ Senate Co mitte
on PUblil Services, said in al
statement

"A who -of-govemment ap
I . I

proach is also necyssary to
tackle the 1 sues of s04~cing and
misuse of' ater in the ~ountry,"
she said.' :1

Sen. Pil r Juliana "Pia" Cay-
etano app aled to fellow sena-

I

DATE

PRESIDENTFerdinand MarCjS Jr. on
Thursday admitted that the c untry is
facing a water crisis and reiter led the
need for the government to r mp up
efforts to head it off.

Speaking at the 6th Editio of the
Water Philippines Conferei ce and
Exposition in Pasay City, the P esideni
also announced the creatio of the
Office of Water Management to deal
with the water supply proble .

"When they say water is life it's nqt
just a cliche, it's a truism, A id it is
something that we must alwcys keep
in mind, especially now. An that's
why I just signed an executi e order
wherein we have created the ffice of
Water Management," he said.

Malacaiiang has yet to issu~ a copy
>WaterA2
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tors to ensure peop le's access to
clean water. .

In a privilege peech on
Wednesday, Cayet ~r0 ci ed the
connection of la rl of access
to dean water tc the Icoun-
try's Sustainable I eveloprnent
Goals (SDGs). I

She was referr ng t SDG
3 (Good Health j:nd Well-
being), SDC 5 (Gl der ~qual-
ity), SDG 6 (CleJ waler and
Sanitation), and IpG 0 (Re-
duced Inequalitie ). .

.Cayeta.no sai.dl t~e~hilip-
pines, being a sig: ~tory to the .
United Nations 2 JO Sustain-
able Developmen Age·llda,is
committed to int rating the
SDGs into the natii al d velop-
ment plans and PI 1 des

"So it is importalUt the when
we think of deal wat rand
sanitation, we ~u: t a so see
it through a gen el ler s. Like
most crises, the efiI qts are never
gender-neutral, ar:ld the effects
on women are p~DDort ~nally
higher than men, I he said,

Parts of so~the~r. .Me~ro Ma-
nila and Cavite s~t\ Iced b~ the
Maynilad are alreaM ex enenc-
ing water cut-offs Heca se one
of its water treatm ent p ants is
being repaired, ,

~~ I~-

( n Thi rsday, the water con-
ces lor aire announced that
the inte nuptions will continue
eve aft the Holy Week.

t.. ayn I d Spokesman J enni-
fer Rufc aid the water supply
is ljx!pe~led to normalize by
mi -Ap~;1 when the Putatan
Trel ~mE't! t Plant gets back in
opJ atic '

~ sidr s in the affected areas
con plain d that they had been
exp: rie I! ing water interrup.
tiod ~ sir ~e December. .

M~yn'l d said the problem
is p rtlj lie to the northeast
mal soo p, or amihan.

I '
R £0 id that the arnihan

pus es t water of Laguna Lake
tow rds the treatment plant.
Bees use I~~e lake has become
shal ow e to heavy siltation,
sedi Den s on the lake bed are
stirr au nd clog up the treat-
men plal1.
. R~I0 s i Maynilad is prepar-
109 or e dry season when
wat~ co umption rises 'by as
muc as e percent.

DE lP v 11s will help ease the
shor ligell nd modular treat-
men pia ,t are also being built,
she sid.
. I RISTINA MAR/UIT,

E ER'IJ [)ETTE E. TAMlJWO
. Ar, p Ff:1: ~'ClSEARL CUIEiTO

III--I~.----
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¥SNEWWATER
water we have," he said.

He acknowledged that
were bills filed in Co res I

seeking the creation of th tD.e
partment of Water Reso ce
but have yet to be pass b
lawmakers.

The creation of the D
ment of Water Resource
among the priority bills p
by the President during hi
State of the Nation Addres

"So until those bills ar
passed, until the departm I ,t i
created, we have this Offi e 0

Water Management now,' h
said.

He said the Philippines ~a
facing a water crisis bec ius

I the government had no ad
dressed the water shorta e i
the country.

He said the Philippines s uld
emulate the best practices of oth-
er countries in terms of ater

-
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II1NJOF Ie
management, citing t he has
been to many desert
like Israel where they ave "ex-
cellent water r anagem nt."

"These are he kind of think-
ing that we have to ap ly to the
Philippines because of the crisis
that we are facing an how de-
bilitating it wdl be to e entire
economy, to the entire ociety IT
our watersupply pro em con-
tinues to get greater," h said.

He warne d that t e water
shortage in the P ilippines
would have art impa .on the
country's food sup ly and
could further, worsen t e coun-
try's food crisis.

"It impacts: into th area of
food supply, in food cris .And so
when they say water is li e, it's not
just a cliche, it's it truis 'he said.

In terms of agricu ture, he
cited that "the secret t a good
crop is irrigation." INQ
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I 'IIns ead, the aim is for a "Water
qti0jAgenda" that will contain
olunt ry commitments and create

" rliti al momentum". .
The IUnited States said it would

i v~est~49 billion in water and sanita-
t 0 at~me and around the world.
! S bassador to the UN Linda
, pma -Greenfield said this money
ould " elp create jobs, prevent con-

:fl cts, s eguard public health, reduce
t e risk of famine and hunger, and en-
a lb us 0 respond to climate change
a na ral disasters". She gave no

elin for the investments or de-

in-
ms.
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Empres~ was an 0 d vessel or had been
rebuilt using scrap materials from an
old ship.

Remulla said t~ey were investigating
possible lapses by Mar na and the
Philippine Coast Guard that all rwed the
MTPrincess Empress to operate despite
its incomplete papers.

A high-ranking Marina official this
week admitted to Daily Tribune the

e agency lacked engineers to do continuing
t seaworthiness cheeks on vessels plying
r Philippine waters .

The checks were conducted by
private J'irms in the past but a
previous Marina chief canceled
their accreditation on allegan ns of
corruption. The ftrms we e allegedly
taking grease mdney and not doing
actual seaworthiness checks.

Aside from the US and Japan, the
Republic of Korea i~helping the cleanup
effort by sending four experts ir m its
coast guard. I

South Korea's embassy in Ma il said,
"this is the first time Korea has provided
assistance for the prevention of marine
pollution. "

"Korea highly values the Importanoe of
restoring areas affected by environ ental
disasters a d accidents," it added.

Arr iving on 2~ March, the four
, Korean experts ~re bringing in 20

tons of so bet pads and snares, 1,000
meters of olid flotation curtain oom
and 2,000 sets of personal procective.Marina, peG lapses equipment.

Fabia yesterday denied a state "The items are expected to arrive
ustice Secretary Jesus Crispin R here in Manila on 5 April," tl e Em assy

--rr"'-"--}i-~'---"-~-4l~~~:'::""';'';';';':;';';';''~lIf4~h_o -,"c,-it4.d_r~ep~o'"-rt_s~,....:.:th_a..:..::t..:..::t..:..::h~e~M..:..::T~+f1J~P1!-~sa~i:.::'dc:.....~~~ribunepr raJ@triburupJom
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sgto fn d
ing the oil spill fro~ the San

passeng r Ii er. 1
Marin .ss f:d cease-and-desi st orde~s on Thursday

to RDC* el arine Services as the mfrine regulator
reveale~ e ' ssibility of the company's Certificate
of Publi 0" nience or erG being canceled,

L urn to page A2

The MTjfrincess press w s foun~
to have SIlled nine imes without it~~
o erator's ~PC havin been upqateq to
re ect the ddition oft e vessel to its fleet.1

.

Marina Edministr or Hernani F~bia
sa d two C Os were i ued against IlDC
R ield ..

"One w s for the ~npellation of its
f nchise ~r the CPC the other was to
ce se and ~esist in its ,perations," Fabia!
sa d, after ~oming fro ' a meeting of the
on Spill I*~r-Agency Fommittee at the
De artme~t of Justice

e CDOswill be in ffect unless lifted
an while t~e results the investigation
int the ship'ssinking re pending.

job of formation and action take
said.

The USCG also lauded the f
the local government units and
people in helping in the cleanu

"That was very impressive to
have] done many actions to inc
the cifizens and show much i
The cooperation between all see
working very well," Crecy adde

The USCG commander said
coordinating with the USNavy t
experts and necessary equip
salvage operations.

"We are in coordination
US Nayy Supervisor of Salvag
currently readying their equip
Itechnical experts on the salvage
Crecy said.I San Miguel Corporation re
le,hartered the MT Princess
to fer~y 900,000 liters of in

il despite questions on the
lasslfloation as an oil tanker
eaworthiness.

SMC has not denied contrac i
unken vessel, but it has not co
n demands by environmentalist
ompensate those affected by the
il spill.
- The ship sank off Naujan,
lindoro on 28 February, affect

ivelihood of hundreds of thous
isherf~lk and workers in the t
ector.
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Ori~ tal MindOro Governor
Humertlito "Bonz- Dolor on
T.hurlay said the filing
of "e pensation claims"
over t e ill effecti Of e oil
spill om the San Miguel
Corp ation-chartered MT
Prine s Emp-rep will start
on Mil day. .'

D 1 r said th claims
fo.. .ages wllI be filed
with he Proteetton and
In e i~ Club, or P&I, a
n:onJgwenunentalr non-profit
mutu~associatiOtt of marine
insur ce providers serving
ship ers, operators, and
memb r companies. P&I is
base~ in England and has
offices many countries, the
ne one to the Philippines
being ingapore.

In a·press briefing, the
gover~ r said the Vera Law .
Office ~ the Philippines has
been t ked by P&I to accept
and 1m cess all claims from
indivi als, corporations, and
lOCal!! ernments affected by
the oi • pill.

The Princess Empress
went der last 28 February
off Na an, Oriental Mindoro,
while rrying 900,000 liters
of oil portedly owned by a
subsid ot SMC.

At . Valeriano del Rosario
said t . will establish claims
offiC' or hold "clalms
carav s" In the localities
affect startil1g with one in
the pr . cia! capitol puilding
ofOri tal Mindoro. .

A ct ims team composed
of Eili nos has been sent to
P&I's . ice in Singapore for
train'.. .'

Th.e· laims compensation,
Dee R~sario said, will be
goved\ d by mechanisms
under e 2001 International
Convert ion on CMI Liability
for Bd ker Oil Pollutton

~
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I spill mega-
s h a disaster. We appear to be help

containing an oil spill, something
happened before, most notabl

. aras in 2006. While Guimaras
sa 1to have recovered from the oil
b j019, the life-changing effects O~}
10 aI folks cannot be quantified. NO••,
d' '1ntal Mipdoro, ~e have a similar c
al eit on a smaller scale, but still of ut
si . lCanctil.

j st as in Guimaras,
S ~MigU~1 Corporation "
i i the picture as one . The
of t e parties involved. ISSUe here
It IS c omm on for a is whethen
h ge conglomerate the ship ,J
to be involved in big allowed t,
b sfnesses that would sail ~n.
re uire the shipment of condition
oii There was a report it WQJl ,
tll: the oil was to be seaworthY.J
us in infrastructure meanirlf! ~
d vel 0 p men t . hadfull
Co idering the influence comp~
of he corporate entities authority ~
i~~olved, the public must do so. t
ke a close watch on the propri
a~ whether individuals would
m~e liable. . .

for reports on the lack
pe mits and a certificate of pub i
c9 ~Ienience, ,the Philippine Co
G rd and Maritime Indust
A~ ority appear to be at odds W~'lt
ea other. Regardless, these rem i
af~ ,thoughts that would never ha
be raised had there been no
sP~ II to begin with. The governme
en i~'es must instead work clos I
tog her to contain its spread a
to event similar incidents frol
ha enlng again.

esident Bongbong Marcos

i,Jg/Q
r-71 STORY

GE ~

ODD
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY
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has spoken nn this, saying there
16 no need to come UjPwith a task

,force on the Mlnd or o oil spill.
This contrasts. with what former
fresident Gloria MaC~apagal-ArrOYO

id in 2006 when sh immediately
onstituted Task Fore Guimaras to
versee the cleanup and retrieval
f 1.5 million 'liters o~ fuel oil With
recision, PresidentMarcos Jr. said
e PCG shall oversee the entire

peration.
A lingering ,questi9n is whether

i I surance .com~.anie~ wlll be ~ade to
ay the claims ofthe Insured shi owner.
he issue hereis whether the shp was'
lowed to sail on the condition it W'lS

baworthy, meaning it had full and
bmplete authority to 'do so. As has
~en reported, 1;here m1:Ybe problems
ith the documentation fthe ship that
e insurers may validly raise to efuse
pay any claims. Shou d this happen,

e shipowners themselves, RDC eield
[arine Services, must be made liable
r the damages and injuries caused
the affected local to.;psfolk and the
vironment.
Several concerned environmental

wyers have ,alreadyi issued their
lidary statement, whi~h is usually a
ecursor to a Supreme Court case.
ese lawyers, who include To y La
fia, Chel Dlokno, aflOng others,
e no pushovers. Couple this with
cretary Remulla's warnlng that a writ
kalikasan is being p~rpared by the
J, and the companies and Indiv' duals
olved must lawyer up in what could
a landmark case in the making.

~- I
For comments, email h 'm at darren,

dejesUi:@gmail. om
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to th' precious Verde Island Passagb
count y.

.Th Verde Island Passage is
scien ists as the center of marine bib
world"

Th~ means the Philippines hou
excep ional importance," says the Fr
Scien e website. . I

The same paper mentions numerou
challe ges our country continues to fa .
to con erve its marine biodiversity."

So e of these,' Frontiers adds
includ "overnstnng, destructive fishin
practices and mariculture-deriv~
eutrop ication and coastal aCidificatio~
among others. These human activit]
coupl d with. climate change pos
seriou threats and possible decimatio
of its arine biodiversity." .

The ist of damaging human activities
might ~well include "negligence ana
nonfea ance", to borrow Senator Risa
Hontiv ros's words on officials' rOI~
in the :(naritime disaster. How of
earth ould anyone release an allej

.vessel lilt to sea carrying a potential
substa de of that bulk?

To t, Ink it was plying a route cl
signlflo nt area in global biodlversit
richnes of marine biodiversity in the a
scientis s valuable knowledge in susta
ife, wh ch is more important than ev

the effe (s of climate change.
The vernment needs to increase ~

fforts 0 address this impending disa
should b two-pronged - save what shoul
saved of he environment, and make thof
tor this ccldent accountable. I
" There are five,provinces surrounding
Passage, including Oriental Mindoro ive' ihoods
ir these localities are at stake, but mor t nthat,
the poss'ble destrucnon of. the fragil' I li -gtving
snvlronr snt underwater, the seagrass e s, coral
reefs an mangroves. The cycle of rnari Ii hangs
in the ba ance.

a most
es. The
s given
marine
idering

- +
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Congress must c e up with a law that will compel com
~rotumrdJi1ilY. that evade and even onewall mvestigations into their culpab

in large-scale disast. rs, suchas the Oriental Mindoro oil sf
pay reparations.

The lack of sue . a law has led to the total silence tli
business concerns h ve opted to take despite the outcry fq
among the affected ommunities.

In terms of logist cs, the corporations that are in some
way involved in the p;read of the toxic fuel- in the worst
circumstances near he marine crown jewel called
the Verde Island P sage - have
the means to immedi tely react
to the deplorable in ident.

Being made
answerable
for the
catastrophe
are the owner
of the tanker, RDC
Reield Marine Service
Inc., and of fuel, t
was transporting, S
Miguel Corporatio
Sh ipp i-n g an
Lighterage's subsidi
SL Harbor Bulk Ter . al
Corporation, the rep rted charterer.

Environment grou I~ are de~anding that both firms immedi
put up an initial P (j million cash bond to cover the co
containment, mech nical retnoVl'il of the oil, and dama
communities.

Likewise, both co panies are being asked to commit to th~
term rehabilitation 0 the affected communities and ecosyste

Accountability m ~t be contained in law since in a t
situation, the institut' ns that ~dvertise themselves as messia
public service sudde y disappear from view. .
. Ecology advocate nd lawye~ Tony La Vifia said the country
~ts many laws does no have a co.rporate environmentalliabili
requiring compensati n from companies that figure in disas~

Corpora ions are ade to pay fmes and for cleanups
current laws, but th are not obligated to compensate ~e
communities for loss '.'

In the Oriental doro incident, both the vessel owner
the charterer should compensate the fishermen for their I
livelihood.. 1 I .
. VIiia said reparation should also be m

~, the ocal governments for loss of revenue.
The lack Every time there is -an oil spill, it i

of such a ordi ary Filipinos who suffer., particularly t
law has led livi g in coastal areas whose livelihoods de
~o the total on sheries and coastal tourism."
I ilence tluit . espite suJ[fering backlash from the dam
ig business the' environment, affected communities :t!

ncems have get nything from the insurance payments
I]Jted to take to t e companies involved.

1pite the . e law limits liability in an oil spill to the v
utery for own r and not the charterer, but La Vina sai

tim~l~at Congress passed a law that will
lp among poll:.:J~rspay.

qff~ Ecologists said the bunker oil has spr
mmunutes. from the site of the sinking to several co al .

ommunltles, depriving thousands of fishing families of th ir
velihood.

"Notably,
the Court
said the laws
likewise do
not limit
the scope oj
the services

jalling under
:funeral
and burial
services'.
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o sm muustry m tne arreeten areas h al suffered as
er happened near the peak travel se qn.

. spill has spread to almost a million he e f municipal
vering 10 coastal. towns of Oriental i 1'0, two of

Palaw ,and one of Antique,
Base fn data as of 17 March, the tragedy has

Bansud, ongabong, Bulalacao, Calapan, Gloria,
Pinam a an, Pol~, and Roxas in Oriental Min ro;
Taytay . alawa?, and Caluya in Antique.

He b4ing held at the Senate are staged s ~. to deflect
the issu ather than to get to the bottom of the' Jide and extract
accounf ility.

Gove merit ~encies have bared their se e
in allo the refurbished vessel to carry haz ~do
without' roper documents, while the compa i!~s
flaunte guIations to get the industrial oil, use in
of powe lantf' tp leave port. I

It is piciouslenough that most of the senat h kept from
mentio the charterer of the tanker, citing t I that limits
penaltie to the vessel owner, but no time has ent on the
lack of e diligence to ensure the safe delivery t crude oil.

The Princefs Empress sank and the oil of C t it carried
is seep' out, re~uiring an international effort r ieve it and
stop it m cllUSrg further damage to the V· I Y . eglon and
nearby r vinces. I

The reindication that Filipino lives are suff akes those
compani mentioned liable and they must pa
enviro ntal d age they have caused.

e waters of
ay, Naujan,
utaya and

ortcomings
substances
olved had
operation

e massive

DATE
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i' tanker
qngoing oil spill in Oriental Min oro n
start filing for their compensatioll,<;;la s-
as the insurer of the sunken MT Prill S

~mpress will start its "claims car an" 1

~

onday in Calapan City.
"In response to the oil spill ir cider ti r

pans are also und~rway for local dims _
fi es to be opened tn the affected a eas. 1
t~e week 0(27 March 2023, the firs clai
o1fi..ces,also known as 'claims car an'
~IIIbe openeCl in Calapan City, rien ~
MIndoro," P&I Club lawyer Valeri no
Rosario said. The P&I Club is the in lifer
RQC Reield Marine Services.

Del Rosario said the claims c rav
w~'I init\ally open at the provmci I leg ,
o ce of Oriental Mindoro and s ve
a ellecting point of completed 'illai
forrs that will be made availa Ie b
MO~lday. He also emphasized tha onl I

"v~lid claimant,s" or those who ill b ,
able to provide the requirea "e ecifi
~u~porting docum. ent~" to prove thei ,
los;) can get compensatIOn.
I 'lAnd if claimants are unable t pro
Vid~SUCh evidence, they are advi t
tisi the local claims offices for advi e fo
~he ost appropriate method of pr sent
ing heir claim .". once the claimants hav
(J°tnlPleted the claims forms, they h ve t

.,SU~IJnit the completed forms to the loca
dlailj1s offices," he added. I !

< Del Rosario reminded affected 'j:ldi

~

. d~alS'that theii claims will be rev! wed
y xperfs who may. also'perso a.lly
'sit them. Claimants unable to .~e eive

upd tes 'within 30 days are advis d to
cont ct their.claimanrs' offices. rl •

°tieI}taJ Mindoro Cov, Hurnerlir Do-
-lJr,s idfuat the. massive oilspill ca sed
by ~I Princes.s EtntJress has affected 2, ,932 .
f~iFes, .61 tourism establIs~e.nts jnd
7WS°Irlin.!:tIJity:~based wg~rp~a~lOn for
t1ufism ahd Hlousa,nds of;tndIV~4~ ~.

,0 i nC'&rfron, 'fainted fls
.~. ,t , \1 ; t. , •

" ,A 'official of the Bureau. of Fis er-,
\es ~' d Aquatic Resources (BF~R on
Th'U sday warned that· contamm tedfiJh. om areas'affected by the oil, pill
C~i caus,Jcancef amid, the pres!J/ce

'0, p IYCYCli'C~,rornatic hydrocar <:lns,
( )"a chemical found 111crude 0 ~ot.
~ptr eurn products. ',' ... ."
, 1 1 " though, this nurnber is still ~ e
stfnd1ltd of three milligram per liter 0 he

" I? NI;{(Dep~ent of ~nyiro~ent d
~ N Mal Resoijrces).Adm1l11strati~e 0 . er;
" ., J tes.arne, tra~¢iJ:."of,petr<?I~~.lp

'1 , ' ,_'v

ucts were ?etected<' ~ :;\R s1?o~espen()11
Nazario Bnguera said I a radio mtervi('w.

Briguera said fis samples tested
positive for low levels of PAH, which is
considered. carcinoge ie. He said PP J-J
- harmful to humans nd other living
organisms - may accu ulate in the fle"h
of the fish over time.

"PAH is considered arcinogenic ar d
can calise, cancer if in ested regularly.
Let me clarifY, that it co ld happen if the
intake of fish contamina ed with PAH ac-
cumulates iri your body r he said.
. the Univel:1;ity of t e Philippines-

Marine Science Insfit te said that a
37.84-squaI;e kilometer il slick, larger
than Las Pin as, was obse ved in the latest
US National Oceanic a d Atmospheric
Administratioi\ (NOAA) report based on
a satellite image taken on March 21, 2023.

M~Dlnitorl g
The Philippine Spac Agency (Phil-

SA) continues to monit r the progres-
sion of the oil spill in he waters off
Or-iental Mindoro with satellite maps
it was getting from forei n grdups and
space agencies. . I

Engineer Roel dela Cru ,PhilSA Space
Data Mobilization and Ap licatipns Divi-
sion supervising science r search special-
ist said that the satellite raps so far can
only identify areas with 'ck oil slicks
as these are captured or c tbe identified
by the images. "

"Thinner oil cannot b dett:cted spe-
ciallydn wavy condit.iq s. :ou need
significant amount of 011 dampen the
waves for such areas to e detected in
SAR (synthetic aperture r dar) images,"
Dela Cruz told The STAR ", .•.

Dela Cruz said that the e are no satel-
lite images yet'il\tother a i\s\".\there the
slick has alread~ been .I: po ted to be

' J, '''hl'' " 'present"or vun c' .,} ~;_'~.'"
S6xfifj:, the !fatellite imag s received ?y

PhilSA'were.provided, by entinel ASIa,
the {jS' N(J~;A, In erhaf nal ,Charter
SpacE; a11(1.Majox:~Disast s, .~anadlan
Space Agency's RADARS T-~. and the
llg.Geologic<¥'Survey:s L· I?SAT90Ll
siiteIHt~, the Japan Aeros, ace!TIxplora-
tioJ)."""Agency,,:>AL.Op-2;s~tT i!e ~etneved
rom &eI'\tii,te'1,/;\lriat an: a~':Y:~11lSpace
1 eit?:¥,s FORM(JSAT.:s.",~
ISPhiISAsittg"t11~!taJl'ohh" .lila~s are still
ubject to$e)q;v~11ld.ation . I "

-,With Robj!rtr ~nIta •. z, Bella Car-
aso, •. oel Paren( ,'R.\xUe~ Han Ronda

~~t. " ,)..f,i" "1 _ ' ~"'t. . _
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EOPl"E affected
by the oil spill in
Oriental Mindor

may egin .applying forllt
comp nsatIqn on Mond
arc 27, the insurer ()

the su ken M'I' Princes
Empr ss said Thursday.

In a press bifilefing, valerianlrde
Rosario, ~ lawyer ;'~ith the insurer i &
Club, sa d local d1laims offices w l, b
set up in ffected treas. I

"On t e week Df27 March 202 r the
first clai offices" :lllsoknown as c~a ms
caravan, ill open in Calapan city,I' ri-
ental Mi oro and it will act as th10I-
lecting pint for t1~C!~claimants to su" it
their co leted Jllilim forms," he , id.
"Subsequ ntly, W~t will also see] he
opening f local claims offices j~ e

Ne;~ ge
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other affected barangays ~s ~ell.f1
Ahead oft~e,ins~ancf claims, more

than P38.l million III humanitari as-
sistance has been given to ~ami~i s af-
fected by the oil spill. I

DSWD spokesperson .~S~istat).~lsec-
retary Rommel Lopez said a d has been
given to families i~ Oriehtal Mih ,or?,
III Agutaya town III Palawan, a d III

Caluya in Antique.' l d
He said the amount c,o e~ed a east

47,000 family food packs as e 1 as
cash aid for some 5,961 beneficiati s.

A food pack consists of {) kit s of
rice, -4 -cans of corned beef, 4 c s of
tuna flakes, 4 cans of sardines, 5 sa ets
of coffee and 5 sachets of eereal rn It.

Oriental Mindoro Goy. lIurl1e lito
Dolor said P&I Club had conqrmed in a
meeting on Thursday morning that hey
will begin. accepting applications for
compensation,

Del Rosario said claimants inf,lr,de
individuals, corporations, and 1 cal
government units affected by the oil
spill.

The categ ries of clai s are t~' cost
of cleanup nd preveri ive mea' ures,
economic 1 s in fisheri sand 'arine
culture, eco ornic loss' the to rism
sector and re ated busine ses, as ell as
property da age. . •

Claiman~ are advised to senf ac-
complished aim forms t? the desi nat-
ed offices ~ th supportlg docu ents
and proof 0' ,their-loss, vhich w 11 be
reviewed, D Rosario sail . "

He added that the c mputati n of
claims will ary depenping on the

cla!mants an the categ,9",rriesOff,.•heirclaims.
He said, tI example,~. a fisher an

earns P450 a y and stop ed fishin for
23 days due t the oil spil], the ampunt
of financial I ss will be ~ultiplie~ by
the number 0 days of h

t
' interrufted

livelihood. B ed on this i omputa ion,
the fisherman ay get abo t PlO,O O.

The MT P cess Empt ss sank ear
Naujan, Orien IMindoro,'with itspar-
go of about 8 0,000 literS-jOf industrial
fuel oil, causi a massive ',Oilspill that
has reached t provincia capital city
ofCalapan an that has thr atened nbar-
by provinces.

As of Wednesday, a tota

people or 34,555 families iri Mimaiqpa
and Western Visayas were affecte by
the oil spill, the National Djsaster iI~
ReductIOn and Managemert lcour'!l
(NDRRMC) said. ~

A state of calamity was declare in
10 cities and municipalities, the agen y
dded.
At feast 192 people fell ill due to the
il spill., .
The. Philippine Coast Guard (pqcn

n Thursday said the tanker, which w
potted by a Japanese remotely oper-
ted vessel (ROV) this week, suffe
xtensive structural damage ~fter sil~-
ing, and oil was seen leaking frofu ei$lit
ompartments.
It said the remaining oil inside tih

apsized vessel was as yet uhdeter
ined. , Ii

The wreckage of the MT ~rince
mpress was found 7.7 nautlca~ milb
ay from Balingawan Point in Naujan

rienta! Mindoro by the Japanese. v1e
I Shin Nichi Maru, which derlored I
V to find it. , I

Insurance representatives ~e~e d _
i~, t?,e rounds in searc~ing for ,a shvioe
P vider to conduct oil patching, bag-
i g, and removal.

Dolor said t I at the Japan~se salv~ge
vessel should e asked to stay Wh

r
",le

they awaited th arrival of new equ _
ment.

Fishermen om affected com~-
nities along th~ Verde Isla~d Pass a e
called on the g ernment to serve j s-
tice and ensure hat the live ihood a d
welfare of affect d communi~i"es get Pi,-
ority in its disas r response fforts. !

The call was made as fi~ ing conjI-
munity leaders from Cal4 an, pOli'
Naujan, Pina alayan, ngabon ,
Bulalacao, Man alay, Rox ~ Bansu ,
and Gloria in 0 'ental Min I I:Ojoined
together to laun h the Ko isyon ng
Mangingisdang pektado nr Oil Spill
(KMAOS). 'I

A spokespersQ for the gr p, Dindr
Melaya, said eac fisherman ected b
the oil spill shou~ be compe sated at '.
rate no lower tha PSOOa day:

The calls wer backed by' the Buk-
luran ngMangi gisda sa~ atangas
(BMB), who exp essed 'soli rity wit~
fishermen in the dil spill's g u,nd zer9,in Mindoro and ~, ised the a rm ove~
the trajectories <> the slic moving
west and northwar s to Batang s due to
shifts in the wind attern.
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desist in th pe~tidns, pending
inv~stigati n an i?spections,'"
Fabia told r ~rte s in an ambush
interview a, e Department of
Justice (~ ,~ after ~e a.ttended
the meetmg the Oil Spill Inter-
Agency Co' ittee.

Fabia sai ~e cease and desist
order will r ain in effect pend-.
ing the cone sion of the ongoing
investigati int9 the February
28 sinking, J th1 MT Princess
Empress 0 Napjan, Oriental
Mindoro. I

The ill-fat tanker was carrying
900,000 lite s of industrial fuels
when it s .~

The incid t has threatened th.e
ecosystem coastal communi-
ties in sout e n Luzon as well as
the livelihoo lof fishermen in the
affected are s. .

Environ dnt ndersecretary

he said, ad . g that "base on our
records, .s is new construction.
\lC'1~will su mit that to theNational
}Ii~lreau0 Investigation )\!BI),"
which th DO] has ta oped to
determine e liability of the ship

other personalities in-
e misha .
aleriano Del osario

on Thurs ay said authorities will
begin ace pting on Mor day ap-
plications or compensation from
those affe ted by the oil spill.

Del Ro ario is the managing
partner of VeraLaw, a co:":espon-

. de ce co pany a P&I Club
which is e insurer of the owner
of the ill-f ted vessel

In a join press confere lee with
o lental doro GO\. H .rraerlito
Dolor, De Rosario said tbe first

ttended the
to represent

of nvironment
ou es, said this
s t covers only

sa les taken by
xamined for

I

PageB5

claims a
will be p
province

"It wi
point for
their co
Del Rosa
offices
other are

Hesai
and local

~ermine the veracity of the claims.
.q'el Rosario said "experts" who

will review the claims may visit the
claimants for verification of their
application. .

He said the claimants will be
later informed as to the outcome
of their application.

I~ claimants do not get an up-
date within 30 days upon submis-
sion of their claims, Del Rosario
~aid they should go to the claims
offices and inquire. .

"Claimants can also be assured
that their claims will be given 'the ,
best attention to ensure that the
assessment of claims are being
40ne as fairly and as accurately as
~ossible," he said.

Del Rosario said there is no fixed
amount in terms of compensation
tp be given to those affected as
these would depend on the as-
sessment that will be conducted
by experts. .
.1 O~ the case of fishermen, if a
fisherman earns P450 a day, this
'Y!!lbe multiplied to the number
of days that he was not able to fish
due to the oil spill.

"As of today, it's been 23 days
(since the incident occurred),
~ultiply that (to P450),that will be
afoupd PlO,OOO,that's the compu-
tation," said Del Rosario.

I
, There is a (fishing) ban. B 1\R
I reau 9f Fisheriels and .(\q atic
ources) said it's net -yet sa e to

, , so while they re unab to
, they'll have a cl limoTod y is
23," he also said. '
e Rosario assured the peop e of
uta! Mindoro that the go ern-
t, international oil spill ex erts
contracted responders" ave

b ~ working together to .. e
impact of the oil spill,"
olorsaid there are ar nd

j 32 fisherfolks, 67 tou ism
e 'blishments,' 750 commu ity-
b s (I' organizations for to sm,

thousands of tourism em loy-
e Sl affected by the q~ spill. .

, olor said families living' far
icipalities such al. Calapan ity

n ~ not go to the citlf to file eir
cl' s as claims bootIl s will b put

their areas.
o expedite this proeesscldi s

o es will also be establishe in
to I different municipalities nd
di rent barangays," he said.

olor appealed to ills cons itu-
not to submit fake docum nts
ake multiple cl~liImsto it oid

e llntering problJ!lr.lin their ap-
p ic tion for compeqsation.

olor, in a press c, ferene on
\Xl, nesday afternoon] said it ap-
pe ed that all the o'p~ration oil
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MARINAORDE
, MT PRINCESS'

EMPRESSDINE
.STOP OPERATIO S

I,y Tina G. Santos
and Krixia Subingsubing
@Team_Inquirer

The Maritime Industry Auth _
Ity (Marina) has issued cea'
and-desist orders (CDO) agai st
the owner of MT Princess E ~
press, the oil tanker that sa
and caused a massive oil sp n
that wreaked havoc on the fis _
ing villages and the marine ec
system in Oriental Mindoro.

According to Marina Admi
istrator Hernanl Fabia, the age

, Icy1issued two CDOs last week 0

RIlC Reield Marine Services.
"One is for purposes of c ,_

cellation of the franchise ~
Ith~certificate6{public conve
flliep.ce, while tIle other one i

l[for the company] to cease an
desist . operations," Fabia tol
teporters on the sidelines of th
~il Spill Inter-Agency Commit
~eemeeting held at the Depart-

Ientof Justice on Thursday.
' He added that the orders
ould remain ip effect pending

-t e result of the investigationl
of the oil spill.

Justice Secretary Jesus
Crispin Rernulla earlier said 42-

J!1at ~T Princess Empress

DATE
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wa a "rebuilt scrap" ~t w~s
no intended to trans )<i>rtIii
"fr the very beginni gi"

ut according to F 'a, t e
su en tanker was a newrCO structed vessel bUH. "fro.
scr ,Itch." I

'Based on our .reco ~s, t~is
ew construction. ~ ha~e
ucted an investiga . n a d
ill submit that to e N I

ional Bureau of In stiga-
," he added. I

tist

self
husk

the Philippines said on T
day that weaker winds
calmer seas have open
a "window of opportuni "t
collect the massive oil sp l 0

the coast of Oriental Mi or
province.

In an interview with e I
quirer, Dr. Irene Rodrigu f 0

the UP Marine Science In~ .tut I
~aid t~e changes in the pn rail
mg winds=-such as the Fak
ening of the northeast mo soo
or "amihan," and the sh ~ t
easterly winds-"favor c e
waters and prevent the f e
spread of oil in the area." I II Verde Island th eat

These conditions, she te, For oil that has re ched the
concentrated the spill int on shores, she urged loc I people
area, forming a 37.8-squa ~-ki to deploy "indigenous' cleanup
lometer slick-larger tha La solutions, such as d -it-your-----~~~~~----------

f
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Piflas-very near the suspect-
ed location of the s ken MT
Princess Empress th t caused
the spill on FelD.28.

Rodriguez urged the gov-
ernment to [limp u cleanup
efforts while the wi d condi-
tions "favor easier de loyment
of vessels, skims and ooms for
the retrieval of oil hile it IS
still offshore."

Among others, sh recom-
mended the use of . dustrial
booms and isolated b rning of
the oil to contain the ick.

reports from the governme t's IIPalawan and Antique, oving
Philippine Atmospheric, G 0- urther north to ard Ba angas.
physical and Astronomical er- The Department 0 Social
vices Administration, as wel rs Telfare and Devel pment
from the National Oceanic nd reported that of T esday,
Atmospheric Administrati n, 31,469 families (.[48,382 eople)
Satellite and Information. er-' i from 119 barangays in riental
vice. I Mindoro, eight in Pala n, and

four in Antique were ffected
Slow response y the oil spill.

MT Princess Empress s A group of 91 lawy rs had
carrying 800,000 liters of i - ,earlier 'crlticlzed the s posed
dustrial fuel when it sank in e I "lackluster . response" f the
waters off Pola, Oriental M, od- ,government in address ng the
oro, due to engine trouble. he oil spill.
vessel was located by a rem e-, They decried the
ly operated vehicle 394 me ers ~ ermits of the shipow r, and, .

underwater on Tuesday. ~ lithe lack of clear coor nation
The accident led to pil among the governmen agen-

spill, where slick reached he cies supposed tp be res onding
oastlines of Oriental Mind 0, to the disaster. tNQ

'----14---------") ------J.~-
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THE Maritime Industry u-
j thor y (Marina) disclose In

Thu day that cease and e-
ist orders FDOs) have been issl ~d
gainst the fompaily that owns he
unken MT rincess Empress, w .dh

, I
ad cause a massive oil spill: ~n
riental M doro and its enviro s.

, Marina dministrator Hern' ;?i

labiasaid a DO was issued for 11e
ancellatio I of RDC Reield Mar ge
'ervices' c .tificate of public cl n-

venience ( PC) and another C o

tjOining t e operations of its J-
. . I 1ammgve se s.
The ill'O£ked tanker was ca~ 1

i g900,000 iters ofindustrialf~ 1
hen it san. .,

"We issu d two cease and deJ s
rders, one i for purposes of cane II
tion of fra chise or the certific ' te

f public co enience and the ot er
e is to cea e and desist in the 0 •
ations,pe inginvestigationa d
spections, Fabia toldreportersl J

, ambush i terview atthe Depa t1
ent of Just e (DOJ) after atteri i
g the me ing of inter-agen' J

ask force ta I ked to control the i
structive ill. I

. He said t CDOs would rernai n
force pen ng the result ofits i, _I
stigationo the February 28 sin _
g of the ve e1. Justice Secreta' y
sus Crispi Remulla earlier sai

1] e task forc ad issued subpoen ' s

t ..lvariOUS vernment a.gencie' ,
i luding M rina and Philippirl

ast Guard peG). I
. Thedocu ntsbeingsoughtfro I

t PCG and Marina would dete
I ~ne whethe there was pegligenc

o LI the part 0 he two agencies th~
r ~ulted in th latest sea tragedy. I

The DOJ is eading the case buil
u Ifor the po ible filing of appro
p ~ate civil a d crimiria] charge
t be lodged in connection wit
t e massive e vironmental conse
q tnCesfoHO ingthesinkingofth
ill ated vesse I I

emulla e rlier vowed ther

~-essMiITo

•4~4AyIssues_I
ssEmpre

+-'---1- +- ""--114-
I'would be criminal liability for

those involved in the sinkin of t
oil tanker.

"All the details of the oil s ill
want to get it too, because w hi
that there should be liabiliti he e
there should be criminal l~ bili
involved in this case," Remul a sa
on Tuesday. . I

Fabia, however, denied t at t
agency is among those bein inve
tigated for possible negligenl e th
led to the sinking. I

"We were asked for coope atio
We are cooperating in fact b cau e
this is a whole-of governm -an-
preach," Fabia said.

He added the filing of c rg s
was discussed during the m~etin
"We are not focused on ac si
somebodY.".:weare doing a,cl,1 nu ,
everything is ongoing," Fabia. de.

When asked why the ge-
cy did not send a represen Iat iv
during the first meeting ~ th
task force, Fabia said they di
receive any invitation. I

Fabia also contradicted Re lla'
initial statements that the M~ rin
cess Empress was a rebuilt scr Ill.

"It is newly constructed: N9 he
but newly-constructed," Fabi, ex
plainedreferringtothestinken~ ssel '

Asked to explain furthe~ th '
MARINA chief said new me s i
already exists. ,

"But this [MT Princess Emp ess]
is newly constructed, new !10

scratch," Fabia pointed out. I .
"Based on our records, this is new .

construction. Wewillsubmitt~ t to '
the National Bureau of InveJ iga-
tion," he added.

The DOJ earlier directed th BI
to probe the liabilityofthe ship I n-
er and others involved in the sin ing.

'Improved weather' .
S the Philippine government ~ ces

l,gainst time to contain what's lei t of
ltheindustrial oilfrom the sunke~ T

rincess Empress, scientists fro~ the
niversityofthe Philippines- Diliman
arine Science Institute (UPD CS
SI) have noted a "window of op or-

unity" to step up efforts to clea I up
he oil spill from the ill-fated ves e1.
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"Weaker winds and calmer seas

allow for larger o ~ slicks to fo-rn
because I!): less d sturbance frc '11

waves,"th researc ersnotedinrhsf
latest update.

Satellite datafr
al Oceanographir nd Atmosphs-ir
Administl'ation (N AA)as of March
21 showed that th floating oil had ....
accumulated into 37.84-sguate-
kilometer $lick-" arger than Las
Pifias," the scientis s noted

The accumulate oil, along wit
the improved weat r, maybe a boon
to cleanup efforts.' almer seas and
larger slicks should e taken as an 0:::>-
port unity to coHec the oil in slicks
near the sunken tan erusing booms
and skimmers and mp up clearu P
effortstop:reventth oil from spread-
'ing further," the U ~CS MSI saic .•

The reseclrchers lso warned that
with the Sf' asonal akening of th e
Amihan Northeast Monsoon, the
subsequent strengt ening of east-
erly winds may pus the oil furthc r
westward through t e Verde Island
P~ssage(VIP),oneo themostbiod,-
verse regions in the orld and home
to thousands of uni ue species.

With so me of t e highest con-
centrations of coast 1 fishes, corals,
crustaceans, mollus s, seagrasses,
andmangmvesworl ide, VIPIS the
main source of food and livelihood
for millions of Filipi os.

'No immediate so ution
in sight'
UNFORTUNATELY,
solution is in sight
thick black oil being
sunken vessel as oil s '11responders.
led by the peG, are till weighing
their option:"

Based on the vide s and photo-
graphs produced by the remotely
operated vehicle (R V) Hakuyo,
the tanker that sank fNaujan, Oc-
cidental Mindoro, las February 28
continues to spill oil f om its cargo.
Authorities have no i ea how n uch
oil was left to salvage but there are
a total of 23 holes th t need to be
plugged to stop oil fro seeping out
of the vessel,

At a depth of close 0 1,000 me-
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.ters,Oriental ' irdo 0Governor Hu-
merlito Dolor 9ld r~porters'during
an online new fon~lrence that it is
not POSSiblet,.r diVfS to reach th,e
vessel to plug h.~lea s. .

The ROY; nlthe other hand, is
not ,equippedl vrith the necessary
accessory to pi l.f Or ag the oil and
salvage it land ~revtt further en-
vironmental d ~ag. The special
bags,he said,w,"llhav to be imported
and one of the lfses sources of the
bags specially fignbd for bagging

, oil from unde eater is in Sin-
gapore. Likewi 'h;f.~tOldreporters
tha.ta.naccessQ, ;tot eROVHakuyo
will be shipped, ~ong ith the bag to
attempt oil-ba ging or if possible,
pluggi~g t~e Ie, Rs. I . ' .

But It WIlln ~happen In the rm-
mediate term ~'qp~tators, of the
ROVmayneedt ensurethecompat-
ibility of tJ1.ebag to the accessory of
the ROV'th'at ,orld be attached to .
makeitworkas rppo edbytheteam
composed of Ja ,nesj experts, rcc
and consultant llire9 by the owner
of the vessel to ddres the problem.

Arobotic ar foul have to be at-
tachedtotheROqran therROVwith
the capabilitym y'hav to be flown to
Mindoro, along ith t e specialized
bag for the oil to' ake t happen,

Dolor said in t e eantime, the
decision is to c tain the oil from
ground zero, w ile w iting for the
ROVwith the c~ .Acity 0bag the oil,
or plug the leak , to co tain it. '

Dolor-alsosai roa ing the sunk-
en vessel is not! ar o~ion because
there is a risk t ~iI:th process will
break the vesse fhic has shown
signsofphysical amageduetowater
pressure and str ng cu~rents nearly
f<?urweeks after-'~ si~lking.

Incident Ma a~ement Team in
Oriental Mindor , commander, Coast
GuardCommodo eGeronimo Tuvilla
said the cleanup ,PFrat~onwill be in-
tensified in affec ~dareas andmora
oil spill booms wi Ifave to be readied .
to prevent the oil rfm affecting VIP.

So far, the 'Oilspillljlas affected
nine towns. in rientfl Mindo~o,
two towns In Pa a an1 and 'OneIn
Antique Provine . In ~ola, Orien-
tal Mindoro al9 ,atound eight
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Disaster Response Oper
Monitoring and Information ~enter,
as of March 23, P45,674,782.0 worth
of assLtance was proVidedto a fected
families.

Of this amount, P38,120,259 came
from the DSWD,P1,008,289 f):'qm the
localgovernment units, P675,28~ from
non-government organizatio~s, and
P5,870,957.08 from other partners,

,The DSWDsaid the oil spill has
affected 34,553 families (16 ,498

.individuals) from 15~baran~ ys in
Mimaropa (27,358 household) and
Western Visayas (7,195househol s).

It assured that it has P671.31 illion
quick response fund (QRF)at its ntral
office, and PlO million availabl at its
field offices in Mimaro~a and \Mstern
Visayas, which may support tlie relief
needs of displaced families.

There is also P64.7 million available

I I

cp
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fund in 0 er DSWD~eld offi es that
can be tap ed through Inter - fiel office
augment~ ion., .

Moreq er, the DS D has 6,783
family f09' packs avail ble in it disas-
ter respol1 e centers, which, 0,636
packs are at the Nat onal Re ource
Operatio Center ( ROC) in Pasay
Cityand 6 ,147packs a e atthe isayas
Disaster esource Ce ter (VD C) in
Mandaue ity.

There' e also 135, 50 fami food
packs avai ble in DS field of ices in-
Mimaropal nd Weste .Visayas while
403,820fa llyfood pa ksareav ilable
in other D field off es, whi h may .
support th relief needs f the dis laced.
families.

The D WD addedjthat th re is
P865.35mi lionworth 0 otherfo dand
non-food it msinthew ehouse of the
NROC,VDR , and DS field offlces,
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sust~',"~' ed probe, effectiv
oil s 'IIcontainment

h II _ ,measures - , ,sougnt..
ECOldgy, anfl Development (CE D)
made'the ca 1 during a recent pu lie
forum as the arned of the con tin ed
spread of oil licks from the sun en
motor tanke~ MT) Princess Empr ss.

Tile oil spi 1 was triggered by he
sinking of Nt' Princess Empress ff
Naujan, brier al Mindoro on Feb. 8.
The tankerwa carrying 800,000 Ii rs
of industrial iu 1, the Philippine
Coast Guard ( CG) reported.

By JEL SANTOS

sustainel nvs tigation as well as
"immediate I d fective measures"
to contain t I 0 ental Mindoro oil
spill which h Sp' ad to Verde Island
in Batangas i it should be imple-
mented to ~e e further damage to
the environ eta d loss oflivelihood.

Oceana iliij ines, Greenpeace
Philippines, q. d t~ Centerfor Energy,

ed probe, effective
containment

es sought 11~
e c~ ntry's fisheries see-
- sil P5 million a day as

19,000fish I e1 ereprohibitedtogo
fishing in oll sp, -affected areas, ac-
cording to th Beau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Res9, rc (BFAR).

"Immed~ tel' contain and remove
the oil spill, ltf ull transparency on
the status 0' on I inment and removal
towards aff I ed ommunities and the
Filipino pub ,a~ streamlined leader-
ship in ove 1 d~,aster ,riSk reduction
and manag en efforts," the groups
urged. "We , e ttoseedecisivelead-
ership on tin ssary steps among
concerned io 1government agen-
cies. A next ari has yet to be called
for by Cong s.",

In a sepal
ing the pubj
around the
ough investi

uWe de
tigation in
accountabl
eluding tho
dereliction
be transpan
ability in th
investigatio
ties involve
said in a sta

Fishers'
ngKilusang
(Pamalaka

atement issued dur-
m, 90 lawyers from

urged for a "thor-
n

a thorough inves-
disaster and hold

e responsible, in-
;encies who were in
duties. There should
nd strict account-'
uct of the impartial

disclosure of par-
.. t~if>mess," the lawyers

e
ou
m
) s

Pambansang Lakas
alakaya ng Pilipinas

essed that efforts

should be e
spill from
resources t~it could pose long-
ecological di aster, raising alar
the oil slicW. eaching Verde Isla
Isla terde.

"The Verd IslandPassageisaht y
productive tis eries corridor. Hun eds
of t~ousand~ ' f fisherfolk from it lit-
toral provinr ~rely on its abundan and
pristine man e resources. The oil pill
reacfing one f the country's signif ant
ecosystems hould highly alar the
government nd compel them to n-
derdke deci~i e and effective mea res
topr¢ventf~r herecologicaldama s,"
Parn,alakay~ Chairperson Fern do
Hicap said i~ statement.

As such, f e fisherfolk group c~lled ,
for a Utra~ rent investigationf on
the incident

uWe de d a thorough, impa~ial'
and rransp r nt investigation of his
see~ingly i,idable ec,ological ni ht-
mare," Hica xpressed. ' .

B~malak a said it is closely c or-
dina ing wif ~ishing communitie , as
well s the t keholders and envi n -
men alists, t promote the proteq ion
of Isla ver~~ to "thoroughly as ess
the i~pacts f the oil spill to m~ ine
resources and socio-economic rig ,ts."

On Mardhl21, the aFAR discl sed
thatl it fouf polycyclic aro at-
ic hrr,oca)"pns (PAH), WhiC1 are

DATE I
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the accountabiliityof the ompanythat contract-
ncess Empress r mains gray area, shouldn't it
bility for failing 0 chec the seawortl:iness of

the ves el c lying such a toxi 'load? I may not be I gally li-
able ac Urd g to current lavlr,l, but s uldn't the cc tractor
exercis its C rporate sense of'respo ibility to recompense
people v I' ely affected by its lackof due diligence"

Se . Ris 'Hontiveros has meanwh le called out PCGand
Marin . ffi j Is for their "undeniabl negligence a rd non-
feasan e" i l.owingthe vessel, descr bed as "r built scrap,"
to ope te spite its less themseawo hy condition and, re-
porte ,it a.ckof permit to operat . Amid the s pown-
er, RD Re e d Marine Services' clai s about its amended
certific e f ublic convenience, the onflictin sta.ernents
of the CG d Marina, and allegatio of forged signatures
on the er i to sail, what emerge ar the app lling lack of
coordi ~tio . among govermnent offi es tasked to versee
naviga i n safety, their confusing ccreditation process,
and th ap ent duplication of fun tions that may allow
unscru plo shipowners to playoff ne regulatory agency
agains ano er. Did the Marina and t e PCG"look tl,e other
way," on enator hinted? Andfor hat consideration?

Giv t e agencies' possible compli ity with the 0 lending
vessel's~ e, the Senate committee n environrner t, natu-
ral reso ce, id climate change shoul not only look into the
admini a' liabilitiesof both the P G and Marina officers
but ens re t the officersinvolvedwo d be held to c ccount.

An w local officialsin the affe ted towns-knowing
how a c urt e could drag on foryear -are lookingat a ne-
gotiate ~e ment with the shipowne our legislator might
want t \00 1 to plugging the ~~apsin e country's l'lWS that
.only ex ac nes from companies tha cause enviro nental
nigh es, n top of possible iailtime for company ( ficials,
why no leq . e erring companies to pa damages equ to the
cumula ve 0 tofthelong-termeffects ftheirneglig nce.es-
peciallysinc eyre bound to collecth fty insurance C .aims?

The pt t of the damag e in the indoro oil s Jill has
. yet to If I determined so that ju t compen anon can
be neg tiat ,but nothing stdps the overnment fom re-
visiting and pdating mariti! e regul tions and tig .ening .
current saf mechanisms, to at Ie st ensure tho such
preven able ishaps never happen a in.

slide
pill

lip an
on oil

emotely operated hicl~(ROV) on ;uesday
nally located the Iu de ater grave of the
T Princess Empr s ,al ost a month after

he ship containing qo,o~o liters of industrial
il sunk off Mindor ,~pill~ng on its waters the
oxic cargo that has spread as far as Palawan,
atangas, and Antiq ~.

Hopefully, it wo ;" take' as long to surface
e accountability 0 eve al government reg-

. latory agencies wh e jOf it is to prevent this
mishap tha has a long-term im ~ct on the delicate marine
life in the a a, the health of resi Ints in.coastal towns, the
I velihood fisherfolk, the tou i m ~rospects of affected
rovinces, d their environme t I sustainability.

The rec nt Senate hearing th~Oil spill led to fin-
er-polntin between the Phili ine Coast Guard (PCG)
nd the Ma time Industry Auth ity ( arina), and showed
ow careIe ly the two agencie have implemented their
espective andate all these ye r~.Such complacency also

indicates h little we've learn ' from similar incidents,
he worst b ng the Guimaras oi P~'llIn 2006.

That inci ent saw the sunken iter spillingmore than
1 million li rs of bunker fuel, w f.' ch a eeted 1,500 hect.ares
f the local cosystem. It promp d the government to re-
iew and re se the National Oil ill Contingency Plan pro-
ulgated in '008, which identifie e PCGas the lead agency
the respo se, clean-up, and ot r contingency measures,
d the Ma e Environmental P ~tection Command as the

oint of con act. On top of that, public Act No. 9483 was
ract~d in . .07 ~o esta~lis~ th: ~ I pollution management
nd III anti patton of Similar III ~den~s.But 16 years since
d the law ~ill lacks implemen ing IVIesand regulations.euld this p ly explain the head ~schicken response of the

overnment 0 the Mindoro mis a .with the people franti-
ally steppin in with improvised I spill booms?

With the enate hearing raisi doubts about the compe-
nce and in grity of the govern fnt's~egUlatOryagencies,
e Depart nt of Iustice has su poen ed the peG, Marina,
d the Phil pine Ports Authori of indoro to attend a
se buildu meeting on the inc ent. Still, shouldn't that
ve taken p ce the first week of t e oi spill?
Marine fperts have also as d why commercial ves-

Is loaded ith toxic cargo h been allowed to pass
rough the erde Island Passage ( IP),Which is considered

he center 0 marine biodiversi ip the world. Aside from
st-trackin Senate Bill No. 518 iled last year, seeking to
eclare VIP protected area und r the National Integrated
rotected Ar as System Act of 19 , given the threats to its
iodiversity, the government s ld ban oil tankers from

t is passage nd demand strict co pliance to environmen-
t safeguar amon commerr.i ess Is usin this route.

-
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Nine in eve~J 10 Filipinos have
personally expe ence the impacts of
climate change i 1he~last three years,
a survey condu d b~'Sociql Weather
Stations (SWS) s wed.

Results of the ec. 0 to 14 survey

rsday showed that .
pondents said they
to severe im]Hct of

I

nt said they (!)cperi-
ct, 52 percent II der-
t little impacf Only.

ey did not eXpE'!"ence

the impact of cli te c ange in the past
three years.

Compared to similar survey con-
ducted by SWS ih 2017, the overall
number of those who said they expe-
rienced the imp dt of climate change
increased by six ints from 87 percent
(20percent sever, percent moderate

• .1 ~I '- ~~---H';"'~~~--.-~

and 25 per ~nt
Awareness

increased from
percent in ~e

Some 76 per
believed that h
thing to st p

le).
climate chan~;. also
perce t in 201 to 81.

cember 2022 s ey.
nt of the respoptlents
anity could dd ~orne-
Blow down climate

Turn to IPage 7
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inistrator Vincent Mal -
and government age -
d get ready for the po -
cts of El Nino.

e.r renewnble
rlergy
ttas Philippines vowe
olic schools and churc
to the use of renewabl

t issued ye terda
•nes and Socia Actio
i ed itself into vorkin
Is in line with lts call t
Emergency N waf th
Movement, "
Catholic Church has al
that the countt'lY"was i
e government ~nd civi
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93%
effec

ilipinos experie
f climate chang

I from March 20y' nd 15 points from
March 2013.

SWS also sai hat there \\; a "very
high" awarene~s of selectfd solu-
tions to reduce ItI e negative effects
of climate chanW .

It tested publi awarene~' s of se-
lected sOlutions

l
1 t reduce he neg-

ative effects of limate ciange by
selecting item from th ' United
Nations Act NoJ ebsite ab ut tack-
ling the climate c isis.

SWS crafted t em into Ibcalifed
questions for t~ Filipino!experi-
ence, and adde~ a questio abput
tree planting an~ forest prtectipn.

"Percentage~ f those aware of
solutions to red~c the negative ef-
fects of climate hange wtre very
high: 95 percenf or planti g trees
in the right plac sand pr tectlng
forests, 95 perce t for saving en-
ergy or electricilYat home'j93 Pfr-
cent for walkin , ycling, Of taking
public transport ton, 91 pe cent for
reducing, reusin ,repairing~and re-
cycling, and 86 pe cent for throwing
away less food," WS said.

"Majorities 0 those vyho are
aware of each solu ion reported that
their families enga e in the s~lutiJns
to reduce the nega ive effectp of dli-
mate change: 88 p rcent sa~e ener-
gy or electricity Ilt home, 81~ercent
walk, cycle, or f ke public trans-

fe~:t~~~od~'7~5p~1 ~~ ~e~hurcoe,r:~ka:,
repair,and recycl , and 63 percent
plant trees in tHe right places and
protect forests," i added:

The survey r und tha~ those
aware of each solu ion who rfPoded
that their famili~s might dOJhe so-
lutions are 24 Prr ent for I-Jlantirg
trees in the right aces and woteat-
ing forests, 17 pe ent for repucil1g,
reusing, repairinp" and reCYC~ing, 14
percent for thr0'4i g away le s food,
13 percent for wr king, cyc ing, or
taking public trar portatio~, and 7
percent for savi~ energy dr ele'c-
tricity at home.

Meanwhile, t~ 'se aware bf each
solution who rep rted th~t their
families are not en aging in the so-
lutions are four p rcent forI saving
energy or electricity at h0're, six
percent for walkin ,cycling,pr tak-
ing public transpor ation, eight per-
cent for reducing, r using, repairing,
and recycling, 11p rcent for fhro"l;-

t of Filipinos are ing away less foo , and 13 ~ercent
for planting trees i the righ~ places
and protecting for sts.

The Fourth Q arter 20~2 SWS
survey was condu ted fromtec. ~o
'to 14, 2022, using face-to-f ce in-
terviews of 1,200 a ults, 18 y ars old
and above.

The survey ite~s report~d here
were non -cornmis ion,ed. It 'fas do-
ne on SWS's own i itiative ~nd re-
leased as a PUb~ic rrvice.

~r Stations (SWS)
in December 2022
tent of Filipinos
perienced the ef-
range in the past

A Social I

survey cond
bared that '~ p
have persol~; lly
fects of clit te
three years.'

Of this, 1 per nt said they have
experienced ve Impact of-climate
change in t 1 P ~ three years, 52
percent sai 110 rate impact, and
24 percent ~ id li tle impact.

Meanwh~1 ,0 Iy. six percent did
not experieri e at limpact.

Accordinf to S f' the proportion
of those wire orted personally
experiencin he' pacts of climate
change can ~E co pared to previous
surveys on ~rto iL

"Those ~ rso Ily experiencing
the impacts ncr ased by six per-
centage poi ts om March 2017
and eight p~' ts rpm March 2013.
Those who ~ per nced severe im-
pact of clim~t c~ nge decreased by
three points ut as offset by an
increase Of~, poi ~s among those
who experiev ed ,derate impact,"
it pointed out

Most Fili~ no~ gree they can do
something tl ed I e climate risk

The SWS' ur y also found 88
percent agre' i g ( 1percent strong-
ly agree, 37 p' ce somewhat agree)
with the sta~ e~: I"People like me
can do sornet in~ 0 reduce climate
risk or risksj- sui i?g from climate
change."1 I

MeanWhi~ ,10 ercent were un-
decided and :1 ree Jrcent disagreed
(two percen so eWhat disagree,I .
one percent on ly disagree).

"This giVi a n agreement score
(percentage' th e who agree mi-
nus percent' e 0 those who dis-
agree) of +8 ,cla sified by SWS as
'very strong' +50 nd up). This in-
dicates aver. str ~ personal effi-
cacy to do so, ethi g to reduce cli-
mate risk," ~ S s i€!.

When sho n t ,Istatements that
might best scr J one's outlook
on hurnanitj s c trol of climate
change, SWS un fhat 76 percent
of Filipinos I in r:hat humanity
could do so thi to stop or slow
down climaf ch ge if everyone
really tried,' ile S percent think
climate chari eyond human-
ity's control.

Only one werce
unsure. II

Hi~ aw r~'ness
The surve al found that 81

percent werl evi ly aware of cli-
mate change hil ~9 percent knew
of it only at e t Ie of the survey
interview, S po fed out.

It noted t th e who were pre-
viouslyawar f c ''Vate change in-
creased by s11 n i rentage points

oo
LOWER

o
PAGE 1
STORY

Q ELoJ
STORY

OS~24
o
CARTOON

DATE

is



STIIATEGIC

CDMMIJNIC'ATION
Mill

~ IJ\ITIATIVES

~ S,IWICE

~.I Illl "I

By L.clra Williams

I --

The color bars ar dr' am~t c,
moving from cool b ue Ito e p
purple; they portray he cha s

The newly tweaked versi n i e
IPCC report version ~roj cts -

; eral scenarios out to the far 2 0
ba.sed on what we mi~t 1. 0 a 0 t

. our global emissions ..~
The revision tha~'s tuc n

my head is the illusttat~6n . i h
human silhouettes ft ~he t-
tom of the graphic, 90uftes f
IPCC graphic officer I ,ne i :
.n shows the lifespanto pe p e
born in 1950, 1980'[a9d 2 0
color-coded to their <!hr~'nol i-
cal place in'the wan~in' of e
planet. Each gener,tio I h s a
completely diffe~ent~rela1ions.•,
to the Earth's crisis. I

"The warming I h vel,exp
enced up to present ayf.'s m
larger than the warming I y oar-
ents experienced up t~ t e s

The unjust thing? T~ey'te b r ly
contributed to the c~imtte c i is
but are bearing the copse1que c s.

Unless policies are ~or f-
fective, the IPCC sU$ge~ts e re
on track for 3.2°C ofJwa min y
2100. It's hard to say xa ,Itly at
that world ,will 100 lie. at
we do know at this PEin do s 't
sound good. One stury Iugg ts
an increase in the Chf.C I s of a-
jor heatwave across t e , orl . It
was around 5% betw en 981 a d
2010. If we get to 3°0 by ilie u n
ofthe next century, it Fl be 0 e.
Cities such as Ams~r am d
Bangkok would likel dsap ar
beneath rising seas a\ong i e
practically all of the ~al~ives ad'
~he Seychelles. Billiofs ~f pe le
In the most exposedJreas w Id
become climate refugees

Ruane is keen to e~phasize
we still have agency derel Tf
ture doesn't have to Irkl~ike

at all. But avoi ng the nighf· are
scenarios will reatly depe d on
what we do in t1f next decade

Dr. Hoesun Lee, Chair±)~ the
IPCC, said in ress.conf tnce
that the repor~ overall m sage
was one of ho . There are fea-
sible, effective nd low-cosi ools
available to u right now Ithat
would enable 5 to meet
goal of a I.SOCi crease. Bu
that,. we'll have 0 slash em~''~ions
by 50% by 20~ . It's tech ially
possible, but i~ on't be e y, as
my colleague ~ vid Fickli J has
laid out.*" .1

However, it'~ ard to keel! \lope
alivewhengovel nments=-irielud-
ing ones who cll im they ar
mitted to slas ' ing emissi
net zero 7" are I ill approvin
fossil fuel proj ts. Accord
the IPCC, exis~ ng carbon-
infrastructurel already ex
the remaining arbon bud

II
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limiting warming to 1.5°C. projfll
ec s such as Conocol'hillips' Wi!
lot oil drilling project in Alask
anti the newly approved coal min
in fhe UK are baffling - perhap i!f
eV1n criminal - in the face of al

~

that we know about the harm the
wcrld inflict on generations ye
to Fe born. Indeed, two lawsuit
hale already been filed agains
th Willow project - alleging the
Bi en administration broke fed-
el,"~law to approve it - and many

expect to see a wave of stakehOld-IJI
ers - especially children and
~arginalized groups - use the
cour-ts against governments
and companies to fight for theirrt1jlre. III

yovernments, banks, and fos-III

IiI~uel companies aren't ready III
or Ithese lawsuits. So here's a 1:11

uggestion to help them avoid
Iitigation: Put an end to funding
and SUbsidies for such projects
and redirect the money towards
C!li~~te action, paying special at-
t~~t~on to places that currently
l~ck~he resources to decarbonize.

rpat is a no-brainer, And the
bou~ty is immense. The IPCC
rfpol't cites dozens of co-bene-
fits ~ncluding improved human
hr.alth, increased agricultural
prod~ctivity, gains in innovation
aljld costs savings from avoiding
the worst climate-related damage
:md <ftastrophes. -

Atl the press conference, cli-
mflterscientist Peter Thorne ref-
erended the late author Douglas
A4a1s, saying: "We are beyond
thb Plint that climate change can
be's me body else's problem.'" .
It' 0 ~problem, and it's time we
stlrt cting like the lives of our
ch ld len are at stake. They are. 11II
BL OM BERG OPINION

*VifW the graphic here:Figure
SpM.1fAR6SynthesisReport (ipee.
ch) [h~S://bit.ly /3Z8vOVO]

t* ow for the hard part:
Fi in our climate - Business-
Wo l~enline [https://bit.ly/CIi-
ma eOf2223] . .
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AL AbERoftheBlaa t
. S ut Cotabato on T

. la dfd a judicial ruli g
setting a I ide a provincial ant -
ordinanc that prohibits ope
mining i 'Tfmpakan, South C

be in
sday
. .irung
·t
abato.

"We are happ fith this stand
of the Court ofAp eals tCA]on the
issue," Indigeno s Pe~ple's man-
datory represent trve to the Tam-
pakan Municipal ouncil Domingo

. Collado said. I
The CAruling cogn~zedthe va-

lidityoftheprovin ialordinance that
bans open-pit mi ing ir any town
in the province, but emphasized
that it cannot be pplied on large-
scale mining ope~ tionslallowed by
Malacaftang, ColI do acllied.

. The ruling w'l1 pale the way
for the operatio of agittarius
Mines Ine. (SMI , wh se copper
and gold mining roje t in South
Cotabato has be n previously de- .
layed by the ope -pit qtining ban
method enacted by the Province
of South Cotaba o.

The ban, which jasb en in effect

t the ban on
s not apply to
operations of
tticularly the
he CA said in
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t I . di I . . f 1sta emenr as s nng , Ismay ov r t E': maction 0 ttie

longwishedfor heex lorationofthe Provincial I ov :nment of South
copper deposit in Tampakan." Cotabato er ,e CA ruling ex.

"It can impr ve th~ municipality empting la ge- c Ie mining from
via revenues an' ~hecjStlycorporate the ban.' :
social responsi ility CSR]projects "We are xtr ' ely disappoint-
of the SMI th t Ma acanang had ed at the C urt decision, which
contracted to m!ne fo~copper in our virtually c tai local autonomy
homeland," Sa ling said, by modifyi g t e applicability 0 f

It was the BlJ n tri1j>alcouncils in the ban on pe _ it mining. Yet,
SouthCotabato I tiprominentmem- we are also dee y fr~strated at
bers of local bu I i~ess communities the local g ver ent for keep-
that sought the position of the CA ing mum a ut e CA decision,
a'bouttheextentofth~applicability which was i sue ast August 22,
?ftheprov~nci~l tdi,n~ncepro~ibit- 2022. It's se n nths since the'
lI1goperi-pItmll1 ng1l11heprovll1ce. Court hande do its ruling but
Mining experts 'elieve'copper de- it is only no th t we've heard of
posits in the Bla 11,'sanFestrallands it," said Jay ee rganera, ATM
could reached b as much as $200' National Co din or. '
biliioninthemin'ral-rifhmountain "Being pa y to he case, the 10-
mu.nicipality of mpakan, calgovernme tm s . aye certainly

, . f J. known about he e ision. But why
'No action fro ~GU± did they choo to quiet? Why did
THEproviricialg' vern 'enthasde- theynotinfor the ,blicabout this,
cided not to appe 1the case, citing especiallythe esagainstmin-

' that the decision I ~dn~otinvalidate ing in Tampa e feel deceived
the ordinance ID,nni g open-ptj and betrayed," ene amplona,irM
mining, it was 1 arne . The pro- Chairperson a klon fthelocallead-
vincial governm nt, jPparentlY, ers opposing l' rge ale mining in
will adjust the or inan e to reflect Tampakan sai for f s part, .
the CA's decision that he ban on The;re are lever (Ur Mineral
open-pit mining i onl applicable Production S ari~ Agreements
to small-scale mi ing, (MPSAs) and ne ~fFinancial or

Theanti-mini ggro1PAlyansa Technical Ass sta c Agreement
Tigil Mina (ATM "'f__p_re_s_s_e_d__ CP_T_'A_A_)_i_n_s_outCo a ato,
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mpekan project no I c I vered
by open pit b

RTqoRPONIOJR.. I'
~,t;J:W.J. sANTos CITY- TheCourtofAp Cagayande Oro

ecIatedfuattheTampakanCopper-Gold inSouthCotabato
red by the existingopenpit ban ordi ce the province,
recent ruling of the case flied by e 1 aan Indigenous
Communities,SouthCotMiningCorp ati and Tampakan
o~or~tion against the provincial nent of South

Cotab ,the CAsaid that "Section22,Ordin . 04,.Series2010
is her b declared valid; but its application . d to small-scale

perations ~ the Province of South only."
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o beaches: Nidoi
th, Boraca I 19th I

among a series of small islands,
towering marbl cliffs,lush tropi-

rs who are still cal vegetation, ncient caves and
ere to go this enchanting lag ons."

nking of tW.o· "Hidden Be ' takes its name
, res among the from the fact it soft pale sands
sion Earth 2023'" are all but inv sible to passing

. boats ..Situate within a small
The war b 9hguide.com - a cove guarded p sheer cVffs,this

website b' ed llf England that tropical idyll pr vides a fantastic
rates bea ': S 9ts around the contrast to strt, ts that roar with
world - pl . edf its list the Hid- motorbike en . I s," it wrote.
den BeachEl ido, Palawan in Visitors that vail themselves
fourth spo n '1'oracay's White of EINido's isl li-hopping tours
Beach in 1 . . . can reach Hi en Beach by a

It descrf d 1Nido as "(com- '''quick swim, orne of it over
prising) ~ u' 50 beaches," corals, adding

J
0 the feeling of

including i en Beach, "set. Turn to Page 7
•....---IH--II+-t---------:.---'-i" ll-"'-..........•.._ ~,..-

-r-r-r-

a cesspool due to its poor seweraze and
overdevelopm nt.

Divided int three stations, visi~rs can
enjoy variou~ acttvities in Borac y like
snorkeling.rwi d surfirig, and w. tching •
the sunsetbYI.' e shore.filled wit white
powdery sand

Koh Krad in Thailand was declared
tops among 1 0 beaclj destinations by
worldbeachgui .com.

Themunid tourism officesofiNidO,
Palawan and alay in an, whi hosts
Boracay, poste on th~Faceboo pages
.~~~~~tion fven by the websit .

~ -·~I---

J
page 1 .

arriving somew re' uly special," it
added. I I .

As for Borac 's {~ite Beach, the
website said it "s ha' Rlerityof charm."

Although a n e ~tourists claimed
Boracay has bee 'sp lrd" because it is
the country's mos o~ ~arbeach destina-
tion, the website . .~ disagreed.

The whole isl ordered closed
to tourists in 201 by!former president
Rodrigo Duterte, o: ~scribed it then as
~_-1..-.....--_
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g quake jolts Cagayan
gnitude earth-
off the northern
ayan at around
terday.
pine Institute of
and Seismology
id the epicenter
was recorded l8
est of Dalupuri
ayan.
aid damage and

are expected
ke.
lor was felt at
hich is classified
Calayan.

It '{fS t~lt at Intensity
4 or Iii d~,.ately strong in
Bang':lii B~ gos and Pagud-
pud ip'- Il(~ os Norte and

UPPE~

LOWE1

Clateria and Si,nta Praxedes
in Cagpyan. I

The shakin was felt at
Intensi

1
ty, 3in t. na, Apayao,

Adams, Bacarr , Dumalneg,
Pasuquin ancli San Nicolas
in Ilocos Norte as well as in
Abulug, Apatr,', Pamplona,
Pefiablanca $. d Sanchez-
Mira i~ Cagay .

The quake as also felt in
Kabugao, Pu 1 and Santa
Marceia in""" ayao; Batac
City, Laoag Ci , Sarrat and
Vintar in Iloco Norte, and
Allacapan, Bal esteros, Bu-
guey, Camalani gan, Lal-Lo,
Santa Ana and anta Teresita
in Cagayan.

- Romina Cabrera.
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