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TANKER FO NO. Pictures taken by ~he
Japanese remot Iy operated underwater
vehicle (ROV) H uyo spot the hull of the MT
Princess Empres and the source of some of
its l~akin9 indus rial fuel (inset) in the waters
off Naujan, Orie tal Mindoro, around' 7.7
nautical miles a ayfrom Balingawan Point
and nearly 400 eters beneath the waves.
PH Coast Guard photos'

rincess Empress, which
sank three eeks ago with its oargo
of 800,000 I ters of industrial fuel oil,
9as been fo d, officials said Tuesday,
af3the slick eached waters knowh for
their rich m rine life.

The tanke sank on Feb. 28 offMin-
doro, and di sel fuel and thick oil from
the vessel ha e since contaminated the
waters and eaches of Oriental Mind-
oro province and other islands.
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FromAl I Galvez is also the concurr Int air- Island, whi,ch is popular with divers.

person of the NDRRMC. Oil also has been spotted urther
Oil spill booms made of hs ,h nan along the passage at Tingloy municipal-

hair and other materials have bee de- ity on MarJ;caban I~land, part of Batan-
played to try to protect coastal w ers gas province.
that people in the fiShing anc tau sm Residents and coast guard personnel
industries rely on for their live lhO( s. have been nemoving oil-coated seaweed

Oil has been spotted as far fwa I as and other debris fro~ affected areas.
Casian Island, off the north coas t of Tens of thousane of people have
the western island of Palawa , art ut been affeckd by the spill, with scores
350 kIlometers southwest of w here he falling ill. The gover:ment is distribut-
tanker sank. ing food packs and qther assistance.

As feared, oil has also drift ~ n th Among the harde~t hit are fishermen,
to the Verde Island Passage - a lUSY a who have been ordeiled to stay on snore
lane between Mindoro and the IPhi .P- until they can fish sw

elY
'

pines' main island of Luzon. The number of pe I pIe who have got-
Environment Secretary Marjia 1 ten ill from die oil sp 11in Orienral Min-

tonia Loyzaga said previously t~at re doro increas(~d to 19 , the Department
area was "globally recognized" for i s of Health (DOH) sai9 Tuesday.
marine biodiversity. During a press briefing, DOH a fie-

The Philippine Coast Guard saidlcle - er-in-charge Maria Rosario Vergeire
up operations on Monday remoV~d I said 14 more cases were recorded as of
from the shores of three vHlag", ~ ~'" ~ March 2000--t--

Thousands of hectares of coral reefs,
mangroves a d seawee could b~ en-
dangered, off cials have said.

Departmen of National De ense
chief Carlita Jalvez Jr. aid in a itu-
ational report to Preside nt Ferdi"and
Marcos Jr. tha the DND is "on top" of
the oil spill cri is. I

Galvez said ills United States coupter-
part, Lloyd Au, tin, gave his word th4 the
US is committee to provide aid to the cF-
try through its h junanitarian assistance d
disaster respollS<(HARD)~.

The DND, tt ough the National Qis-
aster Risk Red ction and Management
Council and 10 al government. units ip
Mindoro, have aised thei cleanup -bf-
forts to mitigat the effects of the spill
in the region, he said.
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By JONAirHAN 1. MAYUGA

'I @jonlmayuga
& AND EA E. SAN UAN

'I @ ~ndreasanju n

Incident Management Teal in
Oriental Mindoro commander, Cast
Guard Commodore GeronimoTu !ilia
joined the authorities in conduc ing
the CIQS procedure on board he

USING Hakuyo, a remotely Japanese Dynamic Positioning es-
opera ed vehicle (ROV), sel (DPV)Shin Nichi Maru, whi \1 is
Japan seexpertsnavefinall! equipped with the ROVHakuyc on,

spotted the unken MT Princes Monday, March 20.
Empress that sank off tHe coast 0 The PCGsaid RDCReieldMa-ne
Naujan, Orie tal Mindo 0 on Feb- Services hired the Japanese ~rv
ruary 28. equippedwith an ROVtolocatean1as-

The team that searched the vesl sesstheconditionofthesunkenve!sel.
sel said it w s around 9:42 a.m At the news conference, D( or
when they fir ally got a glimpse 0 showed photographs and video of
MT Princess Empress-at the exac~ the sunken vessel, which appea ed
spot just as were the BRP Hydrog to be intact.
rapher Ventur ,the searc, vessel 0 ThetwoBritishnationals whov.ere
the National N apping and.Resource among the team that searched for he
Authority (NAMRIA),earlier said it sunken vessel willbe the ones tas I2d
would be. to analyze the data, Dolor said.

Accordingtc aFacebook/?ostin the He said that in five days, they ex-
KaragatanPatnlbyJessieR oren, the pect the owner of MT Princess Err.-
ill-fatedvessel\I aslocatedsomewhere press to comeup with a report, wh l\!.h
in Pola, Orient I Mindoro. will be distributed to the media. t

Pola was or e of the hardest hit He said the report would det _
by the oil spill. Around 10 hectares mine whether the vessel sustair d
ofmangrovefo estshavereportedly any further damage and how it c~n
been coated wi h oil as of arch 17, be recovered. II
the latest upda e from the Depart- According to Tuvilla, the p( p
ment of Envirc nment and Natural will come up with a daily upd te
Resources stated. of the situation. He added that the

"Thecoordin tes suggest that this Japanese experts would draw up the
is inside the mu icipalwaters ofPola, plans, togetherwith the shipowne Is
Oriental Mindo 0," Floren said. other consultants.

Atahastilyca lednews conference Tuvilla also reported that a team
on Tuesday,Gov rnor Humerlito Do- from the United States Coast Gua _¥.
lorsaidCustoms Immigration,Quar- arrived. An incident manageme t
antine, SecurityCIQS) wasconducted meeting, he said, will be held for tl e
earlymorningor Tuesdaypriortothe benefit of the US Coast Guard.
discovery of the Il-fated ves el. "Of course, we will give them ~
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Ontheotherhand, the I cu ~nts
being sought from the PCqian Ma-
rina would determine whether here
was negligence on the part f th two
agencies that resulted in he 1 test
environmental tragedy.

Remulla earlier disclos d i itial
findings that the vessel wa not ew
but was merely rebuilt fr m snap
twice and was eventually c nve ted
into an oil tanker.

briefin first, the ask theIfl how
they ca help," he a ded.

The nderwater search for the
vessel. T villasaid,isveryimpprtant
because t will help them determine
what ap ropriate h rdware will be
needed.' Wehave al eady seen it. We
now hav an eye underneath. That's
very imp rtant," he xplained.

Case bu Id up
THE inte -agency task force headed
by the De artment of Justice (DOJ)
has issue subpoenas to various gov-
ernment gencies for the submis-
sion of i portant documents that
would hel in the ongoing case build
up in con ction with the sinking of
MTPrince s Empress, which caused
a catastro hic oil spill in Pola, Ori-
ental Min oro.

Among those subpoenaed were
the Mariti e Industry Authority
(Marina), hilippine Coast Guard,
Philippine orts Authority (PPA)in
Limay, Bat an, where the loading of
the cargo w s done.

"Weare i the process of, actually
the subpoe as have already been
delivered fo all the documents we
need from he different agencies,
especially arina, the Coast Guard
and some 0 her agencies that may
be involved ere," Justice Secretary
Jesus Crispi Remulla told reporters.

Remulla noted that the task
force has so ght documents from
PPA to deter ine the specific car-
goes that w re loaded to the ves-
sel before it ank off the coast of
Oriental Mi doro.

Price freeze
THEDepartmentofTradea~In us-
try (DT!) has enforced a pri e fre ze
on basic necessities in areas ffec ad
by the oil spill in Oriental Mind roo

DTI-Mimaropasaiditrele sed he
price freeze bulletin after ta er T
Princess Empress caused an il s ~F
in areas of Oriental Mindor I

According to DTI, Sanggnia g
Panlalawigan Resolution No. 629 •
2023, which placed the mun cipa i-
ties of Pola, Naujan, Pinam laya I
Gloria, Bansud, Bongabong, ox
Mansalay, and Bulalacao in 0 ient
Mindoro under a state of cal mi
prompted the agency to ord r t
price freeze of basic necessiti S.

Further, under RepublicAc (
No.75810rthePriceActasame de
the prices of basic necessities unde
DTI's jurisdiction are automat' call
frozen at their prevailing price ,DT
Mimaropa noted. I

The trade department said th
price freeze took effect on Marc
6,2023, but this shall not last 11 ore
than 60 days from the said dat .

With Joel R. So Juan
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ates sunken

A RE T LY-OPERATED
vehicle I RO ) deployed by a
Japanes hip as located the MT
Princes 1 ress that sank off
Orienta' oro last February
28, whi pave the way for
authori alwith the massive
oil slick f as impacted liveli- .
hood an oyed ecosystems in

Princess Empress

··••••··j' •••..1············.. ·····.. ·.... ···.. ······
~eeJ SE> PageB5

------11---,., " ,. 11.,. • I,
He said Austin. assured . the

1111 I I US will deploy naval units help
in the clean-up operation , send
a Humanitarian Ass,stant and
Disaster Response:(HAD ) team
"to help and provi e assis ce in
mana~g the oil s ill.f .

He said he mentioned tQI1iStln
thai:;ome of the eXfrdse sct: arios
in theforthcoming philipp' s-US
Balikatan exercises will e "orne
"real life" and "aClal " as
the operations wb d 1ii,'ere. ive to
the oil spill. . J .

Galvez said the nippp'
also continue to se k te e
and technical su~pott 0
partner countries, such as
and the United Kingdom, ,.
taining the oil slick.

Galvez said thelPOG h been
briefing foreign groqp's a isting
in the ongoing. clean-up pera-
tion while the Oriental . doro
L<?U has committed to pvide
dally subsistence needs ( eals,
medicines, and vifa.nPns) f the
PCG team tonduftirig 0 fhore
oil spill control measu e and .
.provided. the personal pr ective
equipment (PPE)'I

Climate Chang~ Com s ioner
Albert Dela Cruz Sr. has arned.
against the use of chemic based
dispersants to bre~ dow e oil
and help clear the affected oastal
waters, saying t~s c,oul~ cause
problems in the ttttulle by ICusirig
harm to the marine ecosy t m.

Dela Cruz said dispers s will
break the oil into ~;lJller oplets
which could mix lwith w t rand

p:ic:turestaken by
a press conferen
Mindoro .

.In:a statement,
concerned agencie
owner of the sun
meet soon to dis m
course of action. III

Dolor said they e
nese experts to su
h· . hlNe11S1vereport ill t

"Some of the
to determine and
imide the vessel, if IN

that needs to be co
additional equipm
t)olor said.

Last Monday,
confirmed the oil s
Verde Island in Ba

The United Stat,
has'committed to s
and huma:nitaria~
r,e:;ponse teams to
tile oil slick that ha
elf Southern Tagal
Vi sayas, Departm
Defense (DND) s~e
Galvez Jr. said yes I day-"

In his report to esi,
cos Jr., Galvez sai I e s
U:5 Secretary of , fe
Austin last Mon
~l.llstinsaying the
t~ help in coordin
arid other countrie ••,
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hiliP
the hol~s," he ~d ed.

The ill-fated anker; carrying
9oo,00q liters of' dustrial fuel, sank
after it developed ngine trouble on
its way to 116ilofi om Bataan.

The Philipp ,e Coast Guard
(pCG) f.aid ~hip was. located
7.7nautlcalmil s romBalingawan
Point id N!uja wn. A PCG of-
ficial s~d ~e ve. el was about 400
meters hel<Jjws a level.

The JtOV Ha yo was deployed
by the Ja,panes ositioning ves-
sel Shinl Nichi u last Monday
shor.dYI after ~t arrived in the
province,

The vessel wa
Reield ¥arine
owner Of Ij( P
help address th

Dolo~ showe

ired by the RDC
rvices Inc. the
kess Empzess, to
il spill problem.
to media rnem-
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lVDl=l in <hi, case," he said.
He -said the DO], in coor

tion with other concerned
I • 1 kinernment agencies, are 00
possible legal actions to be t en
against the owner/ operator of the
bl-fated vessel.
I Remulla said the govern nt
is also looking at hiring remo ely
piloted vehicles (ROV) to spee up
the clean-up of the oil slick.

t
Remulla said the clean-up ive

hould- be "more aggressive' a
revent long-term effect and d m-

tge to the marine environmen .n
the area.

I

Preliminary findings howed
traces of oil and grease n water
samples equivalent to mg/L
which is within [he stand d of 3
mg/L to 5 mg/L set by e De-
pattment of the Enviro ent and
Natural Resources.

"The results of the nalyses
are not yet conclusive a far as
food safety is concerned. urther
sampling and analyses a being
onducted to establish ti e-series
esults on the effect of th oil spill
n fish concerning foo safety,

. g into account the m 'tude
f the oil spill which has eached
eighboring areas like Cal ya, An-
'que and some municip 'ties of

I alawan,' BFAR explaine .
It added that it is still valuat-

I ng contaminant devels i water
nd fishery resources t deter-
ine if seafood is safe fo public

I onsump~on and if fi.shi g bans
hould be unposed or lifte by the
ocal government units con erned.

I
In the meantime, the age cy rec-

rnmended the continued uspen-
ion of fishing activities in ffected

I reas in Oriental Mindor while
eparate tests on water a d fish
amples are also being co ducted

Caluya, Antique, which as de-
lared a fishing ball.
BFAR said it has alloc ted an
itial budget of 1'6.4 . on for

velihood and relief assis ce to
id fisherfolk and their of: milies

'ope with the 10sBof inco e due
fishing bans. •• With ttlyn

ontemayoT, Ashzel Hacb oand
dA1~apagm_~'~~~

TRACES OF OIL

j The Bureau of Fisheries ~d ,
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) s Id
preliminary findings from its
studies in relation to the eft ts
erf the oil spill in Oriental . \:l-
~ro showed traces of petrole in
products in water samples as
'fell as l?w-level ~ontaminants ?r

!lycyclic,arOmatlchydrocarb ns
1\H) in fish samples.
The agency said the results ~f
e analyses are not yet conclus ve

a~ far as food safety is concern d.
I BFAR said in a statement yest r-

day that it collected water samp ~s ,
from different sampling sites fr m
March 3 to 14. During the s e
P1eriod, the agency also collec d
~sh samples from the municip -
ties of Naujan, Pola, Pinamalay ,
Bansud, Gloria, Roxas, Mansal y,
~ongabong and Bulalacao in 0 '-
e tal Mindoro.

~----
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By.JOSEPHPEDRAJAS,BETHEENAUNI E,
aQd BERNIECAHILES-MAGKILAT

The United States hf co -
mitted to help clear p
massive oil spill injt e
ters off Oriental Miny ro

other affected areas, Malacan g s
on Tuesday, March 21.

In fact, experts from tl:J.eUS
now in the country to help i eft
to clean up the oil.spill.

Among them are five me
the USCoast Guard (USCG)
Strike, who will provide sub]
ter expertise and assess th

, affected areas, the USEmbas

SHIPWRECKFOUND- A fuzzy image is tra ~itt
r nlotely operated vehicle (R,OV) Hakuyo S owi
o the sunken MT Princess Empress in the,!! ers
o iental Mindoro on Tuesday, March 21, zn 3. (
t e Philippine Coast Guard)-'--~~~
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as in this case, cleaning up~pe _
maining, oil becomes a com lica
issue, H Commander Stacey fre
commanding officer of the US G
cific Strike Team, said.

She gave assurance that "t rou
our incident management prof ~sio
als' wealth of experience and ~tro
expertise in oil spill respon e,
will assist the PCG in developiljlg s f
and efficient methods to cont ln a
recover the oil and minimize d ma
to the environmenr.»

"The USCG remains deeply co
mitted to our relationship with t
PCG,H she added.

The US commitment to help
the oil spill cleanup was re'feal '
by Defense Secretary Carli to Galv
Jr. during a meeting with rre~ide
Marcos on Tuesday. I I

Galvez told President Marcos th ~
he spoke with US Secretary of D~(en I

Lloyd Austin who committed to depl
naval units to help in the de n-u
operations.

"I had a phone call last nigh wit
Secretary Austin at 7:45 p.m. {I'he
are committed to help in coordinaf
tion with Japan and other count Ies,
Galvez said on Tuesday.

Galvez said Austin assured th
Philippine government that thei
Humanitarian Assistance and Dis ste
Response (HADR) team "is now 0

their way to help and provide assis
tance in managing the oil spill. H

"In fact, as I've recomrnendad, I
some of the exercise scenarios of the
forthcoming 'Balikatan' exercises
will be 'real life' and actual H~DR
operations relative to the oil sp H, H

o
CARTOON

in Manila sai on Tuesday, Match 21.
T ey will dete mine the most effec ive
m thod and e uipment to contain nd
cl an up the 0 Ispill from sunken T
Pr ncess Emp ess, it added.

Two mem ers of the US Natio al
Oc anic and tmosphar] Admin s-
tra ion (NOAA also arrived and ill
wo k closely ith the Departmen of
En ironment nd Natural Resour es
(D NR) in con ucting rapid enviro _
me tal assess ents of affected are s.

Funded by he US Agency for I _
ter ational De lopment (USAID), t e
tw NOAAme' bers will also identi
pri rity areas a risk of environmen al
da I age, and as ess needs for ecosy _

I .'te restoratlO.
~ 'NOAA has already provided t e

Phi ippine Coa t Guard (PCG) wi h
satl llite image to boost assessme t
effo ts. It also p ovided the universt~1
of t e Philippi es-Marine Selene s
Insftute with upport for scientif c
mo eling to est" ate the tmjectory f
the pill, Hthe S embassy said.

US Navy s pervisor f r salvag
and iving com letes the eight-m~
tea . Accordin to the embassy, h
willi evaluate t e technical param
eter required t support t~e possibl
dep yment of remotel operate
vehi Ie.
i e eight U experts, who a~

in t e country. pon request of .th
Ph ill pine gove nment, are now i
Pola, Oriental M ndoro. Prior to thei
depl yrnent, the received a briefin
in Nt nila from t e PCG and the Japa~
Disaster Relief Ex ert Team about oil-
spill V1itigation tions taken so far.

H en vessel are in deep wateri,

3

1...••
Galvez sai~,

He furllher.said that the govern-
ment will continue to seek the ex-
pertise and technical support of other
partner co ntries, such as France a d
the United Kingdom, in contai ii g
the oil spilt

"As of ~esterday (Monday), the il
spill has already affected 32,661 fami-
lies in Mimampa and Western Vis yas.
Although 11128.3million wort of hu-
manitarian assistance alone from the
governmel1J I LGUs (local governrr.e t
units), non-governmental organ za-
tions, and other partners, wa alrea y
provided to affected families we Nill
sustain th ise assistance to them, H
Galvez said,

Aside frpm the US experts, the
Japanese salvage vessel Shin Nichi
Maru, a remotely operated veh.cls
(ROV), arrived at the Port of Calapa
in Oriental Mindoro on Monday It
was immediately deployed to the area.

Support for affected
eornmunitiss

Meanwhile, Marcos vowed t at
the government will continue to as-
sist communities affected by the oil
spill that already reached Mindoro,
Marinduque, Romblon, and Palawan
in Mimaropa (Region 4-8) and West-
ern Visayas (Region 6).

According to Region 6 Task Force
on Oil Spill, the national government,
local government units (LGUs), non-
governmental organizations (NGO,,)
and other partners have provided
P28.3 million Worth of humanitar-
ian assistance so far to the affected
families ..~~~------~----+---~--~~--------------------------~~---~----------~--~

-+----- -
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The Depar ment of Social Welfare
and Develop ent (DSWD) is cur-
rentlr imple enting a 45-day cash-
for-work pro ram involving 7,198
famiVes (incl ding off-s.ite), which
started on Ma ch 6. It said the ben-
eficiaries coul also avail themselves
of Emergency Cash .Transfer (ECT)
and f~mily top, packs.

The Depa tment of Labor and
Emplpyment DOLE), on the other
hand, has star ed the Tulong Pang-
hanapbuhay sa Ating Disadvantaged/
Displaced Wor: ers (TUPAD)Program
il1three areas 0 Caluya-Sibolo, 152;
Semirara, 24?,; and Tinogboc, 66,
through a 30-p y work program.

TUPAD is community-based
package of ass stance that provides
errerg~n~y emp oyment for displaced
workers, unds employed and sea-
sonal forkers, or a minimum of 10
days, but not t exceed a maximum
of 30 days, dep nding on the nature
of work to be p rformed.:'

Meanwhile, arious government
agenci s are co rdinating with the
International 'Il nker Owners Pollu-
tion Federation Limited (ITOPF) on
the conduct of massive clean-up
drive, identific tion of the debris
staging area, as lell as the dumpsite.

A ptivate COlI tractor for the oil
spill cleanup is h ring 100 local work-

, ers to h lp the 0 mmunity.
The provinc al government of

Oriental Mindo 0 has committed
to provide daily subsistence needs
(meals, medicines, and vitamins) of
the PCG team c nducting offshore
oil spill control. hey have also been
provided with rsonal protective
equipment (PPE).

The MT Prin ess Empress was. ~
reported to cont n around 800,000

liters of ill! us al fuel oil when it ran
aground of! N 'an, Oriental Mindoro
on Feb. 28 du 0 engine trouble and
eventuall ~.an the following d illy. ,

! Pr e freeze
if) ri tal Mindoro

Mean ~il the Department of
Trade and~r? ry (DTI)-Mi~aropa
ordered a fIC freeze on baSIC ne-
cessities i I af I cted municipalities
in Oriental M' doro following the
massive o~.spi I

In vie lOf ngguniang Panla-
lawigan R 01 on No. 6290-2023,
placing th .m icipalities of Pola,
Naujan, Pi~am I ayan, Gloria, Ban-
sud, Bong,bon . Roxas, Mansalay,
and Bulalaeao Oriental Mindoro
under a sta~e 0 : alarnity, and pur-
suant to Se tio of RA 7581 or the
Price Act as am I ded, the prices of
basic nece riti : under DTI's ju-
risdiction a~e a omatically frozen
at their. pr~ail I g prices effective
March 6, 20 3, t not more than 60
days, the D 1- i aropa said:

Basic 11 ~es ties under DTI's
jurisdlction ipcl e canned fish and
other marir~!" p ducts, processed
milk (evap4fat ,condensed and
powdered ilk, coffee, laundry/
detergent so ~, dIes, bread (tasty
and p~mdesa~, i ized salt, instant
noodles, and bot d water.

DTI-Mim9ro ~ reminded estab-
lishments that v lators will suffer
imprisonmeqt of I e year to 10yea rs,
or a fine ra?gin from P5,000 to
P1,OOO,000,9~bo , at the discretion
of the court a~tde m the applicable
administratiV~ pe lties.

DTI Oriental . doro is currently
conducting in ns ed price and sUII-
ply monitorin of sic necessities.
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THE UNITED S tes has se
eight experts to h p the Phili
pines contain the '1 spill from
sunken fuel tanker that authori-
ties said has affect d as many
20,000 hect~es of oral reefs.

TheAmericane rtsarrivedi
Pola, Oriental Mind on Tuesda
to support the oil ill respons
operations of the P ippine Co
Guard (PCG), the Embassy'
Manila said in astate ent.

"Five members rom the U
Coast Guard's Na ional Strik
Force will provide s bject matte
expertise and asses the affecte
areas to determine the most ef
fective method an equipmen
to contain and cle n up the oi
spill from the sunke tanker
Princess Empress," it added ..

"Through fundi g from the
US Agency for In ernational
Development, two embers 0

the US National ceanic and
Atmospheric Ad inistration
will work closely th the Phil-
ippine Department of Environ-
ment and Natural esources to
conduct rapid env ronmental
assessments of aff cted areas,
identify priority a eas at risk
of environmental amage and
assess needs for ec ystem res-
toration," it added.

The embassy said its National
Oceanic agency had rovided the
Philippine Coast Gu d with sat-
ellite imagery to boo t its assess-
ment efforts.

It has also provid d the' Uni-
versity ofthe Philippi es- Marine
Sciences with supp rt for sci-

modeling to estimate the
spill's ajectory.

stIy, a US Navy supervisor
of sal age and diving will evalu-
ate t e technical parameters
requi ed to support the possible
deplo ent of a remotely oper-
ated v hicle,"

US Defense Secretary Lloyd
James ustin III has vowed to de-
ploy n val units to help in clean-
up op rations, the Presidential
Com u~icatio~s Office said in
a sep rate statement, citing a
repor from Defense Secretary
Carl it G. Galvez, Jr.

"Th y are committed to help
in coo dination with Japan and
other ountries," Mr, Galvez said
in the tate me nt, citing a phone
call he had with Mr. Austin on
Monda night.

The Philippine government
last we k said it was trying to fast-
track e arrival of a remotelyop-
erated ehicle (ROV) from Japan
that wi locate the source of the
oil le ng from the fuel tanker,

The Transportation depart-
ment d Coast Guard were also
lookin for an alternative local
.ROY,thl presidential palace said,

MT ~rincess Empress was car-
rying 8f,000 liters of industrial.
fuel oil on Feb. 28 when it sank
off the aters of Naujan, Orien-
tal Mi~doro; which surrounds
the Ver e Island Passage, one of
the wor d's most diverse marine
habitat

Marl e experts estimate that as
many as 20,000 hectares of coral
reefs, 9, °hectares of mangroVes

ment the government of Presi-
dent Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr.
would sustain the assistance pro-
gram for families affected by the
oil spill, which has affected coast-
al provinces in the Mimaropa and
Western Visayas regions.

Affected families have in-
creased td more than 32,000, the

.palace said, citing a regional task
force report.

The National. Government, .
local government units and
nongovernment groups have
provided P28.3 million worth of
humanitarian assistance these
:families, it added.

Meanwhile, the Bureau of Fish-
eriesand Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
said it had found low-level contami-
nants in collected fish samples.

Traces of petroleum products
were detected in water samples,
while low-level contaminants or
polycyclic aromatic hydrccar-
bons (pAH) were found in the fish
sarnplesj the agency said. citing
preliminary findings.

"The results of the analyses are
not yet conclusive as far as food
safety is concerned," BFAR said in
a statement,

"Further sampling and analy-
ses are being conducted to es-
tablish time-series results on the
e:lfect of the oil spill on fish con- .
cerning foqd safety, taking into
account the magnitude of the oil
spill which has reached neighbor-

(l Kingdom in ir g areas like Caluya, Antique and
containing ~e !Will. 1 • some municipalities of Palawan,"

Meanw~~ .1 th residential it added, - Kyle Aristophcre T.
palace said arate state~~enza an S.J.'J:.

es' 2014 En-
ICooperation

with the US
o countries'
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'US to as ist govt in cleaning up oil spill in Orient Mindoro'

CONTINUED FROM A14 ~

"After t el (ovid-19 pandemic, which closed our hote s, re 0 ts' and tourist
destinations resulting in the loss of thousands of jobs and iveliho d, now comes
the oil spill;' she said.

"We can tap the resources of the Department of labor anti Em I yment-lulenq
Panghanap uhay sa Ating Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers I~POLE-TUPAD],
Department of Social Work and Development Assistance fal/rlnd Vf:uaiS in Crisis
Situations [D WD-AICSJ,among othergovernmentfunds forthi purpp: e;'said luistro,
who autho.re~ ~ouse Bill6089, which sought to declare the V [de I I nd Passage as
an ecotounsm zone.
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to assist govt in cleaning
spill in Oriental indoro'
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AMliEL P. MEDENILlA

'I @sam_medenilla
EE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ

'I @joveemarie

ARTMENT of National
efense (DND) Secretary
rlito Galvez Jr. said he
President Ferdinand R.

Marcos . on Tuesday that Wash-
ington w 11help in cleaning up the
oil spill i Oriental Mindoro.

"I ha a phone call last night
(March2 with (UnitedStatesSecre-
taryofDe ense) LloydAustinat7:45
p.m. The are committed to help in
coordinat on with Japan and other
countries, 'Galvez told the President.

He not d that the USwill deploy
a Humani arianAssistance and Di-
saster Re ponse (HADR) team to
aid in rem ving the oil spill, which
resulted om the sinking of MT
Princess E press last February 28.

The D D chief said he had also
recomme ded the inclusion of the
clean-up a tivity in the forthcom-
ing Balika an drills next month.

The B likatan is the annuai
Philippine led bilateral exercise of
the Armed orcesofthe Philippines
(AFP) and he USArmed Forces.

MT Pri cess Empress carried
800,000 1 e~s of industrial fuel
when it sa k off the Naujan town.

The res lting oil spill from the

incident already affected 32 8.61
families in Mimaropa and wes ern
Visayas.

Galvez said Manila is now s ek-
ing technical support fr0t 0 her
countries like France and e nit-
ed Kingdom to contain th oil pill
in Mindoro.

(((warning
THE Climate Change Commis ion
(CCC) opposed the use of che i-
cal-bassd dispersants in <;'rie tal
Mindoro due to its potential harm
to marine ecosystems.

cec Commissioner Alb rt ela
Cruz gave the warning du ing s
meeting with the Philippi e e st
Guard (peG) last Monday to disc ss
ongoingefforts to contain the oils ilL

"The Commissi~ner eXflai ed
that the said droplets do not ac u-
ally reduce the amount of oil ent r-
ing the environment but push e
effects of the spill underwater a d
this could have harmful effects n
the marine environment and e 0-
system," cec said in a staterne t
issued last Tuesday.

The University of the Phili -
pines- Marine Science In tit e
(UP-MSI) issued an adviso y th t
the oil spill could reach the hor s
of Calapan City within the eelq

Cruz noted the oil spill and t&e
chemical dispersants can b mo e

devastating if it reaches trie \ erde
Island Passage area located 1" rth-
west of Calapan and Nauian.v rich
is a breeding ground of a n., 'iber
of marine species.

Authorities are now rushing to
clean up the oil spill, which sex .ct-
ed to spread further with the er d of
the northeast monsoon or " mih: n,"

Cruz urged the use of 1"wb .lle-
of-nation and -society appro, ch"
instead of using chemical-be ed
dispersants to address the oils Jill.

Calaps.n City mayor a ou [0-
rillo said residents and the local
government are using improv sed
spill booms made from ric straws,
ropes, e :npty plastic bott es nd
sacks to protect the city' we. ers
from the oil spill.

The Japanese salvage vessel S' in
ichi Mar .1, a remotely-operated ve-

hicle (RO\i'),also arrived at the port
of Calapan in Oriental Mindoro on
Monday to help in the cleanupeffo ·ts.

'Threat to tourist spots'
BATANGA.SRep. Gerville Luistro
on Tuesday called for an aggres-
sive cleanup drive" as the Mil" i-
oro oil spill is now affectmg 1 s
province's tourist destinations in
Mabini, Bauan, Lobo, San Luis, San
Pascual and Tingloy as well as t re
Verde Island Passage (VIP

CONTINUED ON A2
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SUNKEN OIL TAN E FOUND

OFF·POLA THRU RO HELP
I

By Madonna T. Virola,
Delfin T.Mallari Jr.
and Frances Mangosing
@Team_Inquirer

CITY OF CALAPAN-The fuel
tanker that sank off the waters
of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro, on
Feb. 28 was located on Tuesday
through the aid of a remotely
operated vehicle (ROY) from a
Japanese vessel that joined in
the search for the vessel that has
been leaking industrial oil in the
waters between Batangas and
Mindoro for almost a month.

"At last, MT Princess Empress
has been located," said Oriental
Mindoro Gov. Humerlito Dolor,
in a Facebook post on Tuesday.
.His message was accompanied
by a photo of the sunken tanker, .
which was on its way to Iloilo
province and carrying 800,000 li-
ters of industrial oil when it sank.

At a press confererice Tues-
day, Dolor presented initial un-
derwater photos and videos of
MT Princess Empress captured
by the ROV. "We can use these
photos to come up with a con-
crete plan on how to remove the
oil on the ship or cover up holes
if any to prevent it from further
spilling into the sea," he said.

The ROV, which arrived in
the, pr?vince on Monday on~
board its mother vessel, Shin
Nichi Maru, was contracted by
RDC Reield Marine Services, the
sunken ship's operator.

of Balingaw Point in Pola.
The t ' is the source of the

oil spill whi has been affecting
coastal co unities in Oriental
Mindoro, P ~wan and Antique.
On Monday, e oil spill was also
detected on ~rde Island in Baran-
gas City, wh ~e the resource-rich
Verde Island .assage is locateci..

Floren,' an online inter-
view, said t e sunken ship was
found some L2 km away from
its initial I fation in Naujan
where it cap lzed and sank.

Senior U dersecretary Car-
lito Galvez J f' the Department
of National efense officer .in
charge, said e US government,
through a ssage relayed by
US Secreta pf Defense Lloyd
Austin III, h (i also committed
to help in cle up efforts.

Eight ex rts from the US
Coast Guard SCG) arrived in
Pola on Tues ay to support the
oil spill resp pse, the US Em-
bassy in Man a said.

Five me bers from the
USCG Nation Strike Force will
lend their ex rtise and assess
the affected eas to come up
with ways to pntain and clean
up the oil spil it said.
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3 provinces hit
"We expect an official report

from the company in three to five
days," Dolor said, noting that the
report would help guide govern-
ment and private groups on the
next steps to contain the oil spill.

Jessie Floren, Oceana's geo-
graphic information system ex-
pert, in a separate Facebook post,
said the vessel's coordinates
"suggest that this is inside the
municipal waters of Pola, Orien-
tal Mindoro."

According to the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG),citing reports
by the National Mapping and
Resource Information Authority
(Namria), the actual depth of the
ship's location is 389.1 meters
and 13.89 kilometers northeast

/
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Water ampling
Meanwhil the Philippine

Coast Guard ( G) said it placed
spill booms in ngroves within
Barangay San apito on Verde
Island on Tues morning, where
traces of oil re found a day
earlier. A shor ine cleanup was
done in Baran I y San Antonio,
also on Verde I land.

Batangas ity Mayor Bev-
erley Rose Di acuha ordered
local governm t offices to con-
tinue monitor' g the spill that
already reache Verde Island.

"The city E a (environment
and natural res j;lrces office) im-
mediately cond Fed water sam-
pling from the a around Verde
Island and Bar gays Ilijan, Pa-
gkilatan and De Paz to test if it
is contaminated 'r the city public
information offi e said in a Face-
book post on M day,

The PCG 0 placed the
coastal towns 0 San Juan, Tin-
gloy, Lobo and alatagan, all in
Batangas, under ~onitoring for

. signs of oil spill. Q

DISASTER AT SEA An expert team from the Japan isaster Relief
helps the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) in containing he oil spill
from the sunken fuel tanker, MT Princess Empress, 0 the waters
of Oriental Mindoro in this hoto taken on March 16-=-,t"'~c..:C~G~P,-,-HO,,-T,--,O,--_

----f-- -__ _
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[MT Princess Empre ssat a depth of 394.9 rr-e-er-
nk on Feb. 28 -PH010 FROM PHILIPPINE COAST GUAAC

ween
Japanese remotely operated underwater vehicle on Tuesday locates the 0 I tan

I Mindoro and Marinduque. The ship continues to leak oil almost a month a ter i
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A Japanese remGtely op-
er ted vehicle (ROV) has
10 ated the motor tanker
P incess Empress nearly a
m nth since it sank in the
w ters off Naujan, fDriental
Mmdoro, !..

Gov. Humerlito Dolor of
o iental Mindoro ~id that
[a an's ROV success ully 10-
ca ed the sunken M Princess
E press before 10a.m., captur-
in some photos of the vessel
th t will help authorities plan
th ir next course of attion.

"The photos take by the
R V will be the basis 0 finally
h. ve a clear plan on how to
re ove if there is oil inside
or what to do shov.ld there
b holes in the sunken ship,"
D lorsaid in Filipino \ita press
br efing yesterday, I

The location of tlie sunken
ta er was found by authori-
ti s 21days after the Philippine
g vernment had launched its
oi spill response operation on
M rch 1.

Dolor said they ar~ expect-
- in the experts to orne out

w th their reports '(within a
m ximum of five days" about
th condition of the motor
t er.The experts are expect-
e to send their recommenda-
ti ns on what steps will be
u dertaken after the discovery
of the vessel's location.

He said there are two British
n tionals making the analysis

Turn to Page 4
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Photo taken from the 0 Iclal Facebook account of Oriental Mlnodoro Gov. Humerllt
which was located usl ~emotely operatedvehicle from J.apan. ,1--~------~-__ ~ _
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based on m erial recovered by the
ROV.

Philippin Coast Guard (PCG)
Commodore Geronimo Tuvilla said
it is importan for the Philippine gov-
ernment to r ceive daily updates of
the Japanese uthorities, as far as the
oil spill res e is concerned, so that
they will be ble to determine their
course of acti n.

Eight expe from the US govern-
ment arrived esterday in Pola, Ori-
ental Mindor to assist in the oil spill
response oper tions of the PCG at the
request of the hilippine government.

The US e bassy in Manila said
the US expert eam composed of five
personnel fro the US Coast Guard
(USCG) Nati nal Strike Force will
provide subje matter expertise and
assess the mo t effective method to
contain and cl an up the oil spill.

Two mem from the USNational
Oceanic and A ospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) '11 provide technical
support to ass ss the damage caused
by the oil spill, hile a US Navy Super-
visor of Salvag and Diving will evalu-
ate the technic parameters required
to support the ossible deployment of
a remotely ope ated vehicle.

NOAA has rovided the PCG with
satellite image to boost assessment
efforts.

It also pro ided the University
of the Philipp nes-Marine Sciences
Institute with upport for scientific
modeling to esti ate the trajectory of
the spill. '

Prior to the' deployment to Pola,
the American experts received a
briefing on Mo day Manila from
the PCG and th Japan Disaster Relief
Expert Team ab ut oil-spill mitigation
actions taken so far.

~-~-+-~- ---

"When vessels are in deep ter,
as in this case, cleaning up the remain-
ing oil becomes a complicated i$ue.
Through our incident m\illage ent
professionals' wealth of experi ~ce
and strong expertise in oil spil re-
sponse, we will assist the PC in
developing safe and efficient me ds
to contain and recover the oil and
mize damage to the environme t,"
said Commander Stacey Crecy, c rn-
manding officer of the USCG Pa .fic
Strike Team.

Cleanup
The USgovernment has commi ed

to help in the efforts to clean up the
massive oil spill in Oriental Mind ro,
Department of National Defe se
(DND) officer-in-charge Senior n-
dersecretary Carlita Galvez Jr. t ld
President Marcos during a meetin at
Malacanang yesterday.

Galvez said he spoke with
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Aus .
Monday night and he has commi
to deploy naval units to help in
cleanup operation in the area.

"1 had a phone call last night .th
See.Austin at 7:45p.m. They are C$-
mitted to help in coordination with a-
pan and other countries," Galvez said.

The Philippine government, Gal ez
said, would also continue to seek e
expertise and technical support pf
other partner countries, such as Fr ce
and the United Kingdom, in cont
ing the oil spill in Mindoro.

Meanwhile, Climate Change Co -
missioner Albert dela Cruz Sr.warn d
against the use of chemical-based s-
persants to break down the oil spill
it might harm the marine ecosyste •

Dela Cruz said that when disp r-
sants are sprayed on a surface oil sli
the oil is broken down into smal r
droplets that more readily mix wi
water.

The droplets do not actually redu e
the amount of oil entering the enviro -
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ment but 'Jush the effects of the ( il spill
underwater and this coul I ave arm-
ful effects on the marine e iro ent
and ecosystem.

Various government agencies and
the local government unit of CMe tal
Mindoro have stepped up ef£erts to
address the effects of the oi spiL from
the sunken MT Princess Etr-ress.

National Disaster Risk Redu .on
and Management Council JDF RMC)
executive director and Of ~ e4 Civil
Defense administrator Undersecretary
Ariel Nepomuceno, Offic of evil
Defense-lvHMAROPA reg anal di-
rector Eugene Cabrera, Comrr idore
Tuvilla and Gov. Dolor 0 rsa the
deployment of the RO\ br: ught
aboard Japanese dynamic SID)' g
vessel (DPV) Shin Nichi Maru. T e of-
ficialsalso conducted an asse, sment of
the oil spill in Pola, Oriental 1indoro.

At a briefing held yes e de of-
ficials from the PCG and c ncerned
LGUs discussed the ongoing oil spill
management operations, ine udi g the
entry and deployment of the apan se
vessel that will assist in the opere io .

Meanwhile, environme al g oup
Oceana has urged the government to
hasten its response in ad ssinz e
oil spill that has reached the .sca \ erde.

Daniel Ocampo, Oceana S! nior
campaign manager, noted at here
are still a lot of unknowns hampering
the respolliie efforts to contam t, e oil
spill from ie sunkenMT Pri cessEm-,
press, which was reportedly carrving
800,000liters of industrial fuel ~il hen
it ran aground due to engine, trouble
on Feb. 28 and sank the foll ing day.

"There are still many questions,
we hope the response of gov· rn te t
should be quick and put al the re-
sources that we have," he said in
interview on OneNews' 'The Chie s.'

He said that "fingerprint" ana ysis
of the oil, which will determine the
contents and other character- s .CS, .r.d
volume of the oil spill have yet to be
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answered.
"That question should have been

answered as soon as the ship sank so
that we really know if we have we
seen the worst or should we prepare
for what's coming? That is the question
that needs to be answered," he added.

Atfsistance .
Communfties affected by the

oil spill in Oriental Mindoro will
continue to receive assistance. from
the government Malacafiang said
yesterday as !pore organizations and
countries joined the massive cleanup
operations.

In an interview at Malacafiang,
Budget Secretary Amenah Pangan-
daman said that government has suf-
ficient funds fbr the affected families.

She saidc ncerned government
agencies such as the Department of
Social Welfa e and Development
(DSWD) and the Department of Labor
and Employment (DOI.;E) are using
their current budget for disaster relief
and livelihood assistance programs.

As of Sunday, the oil spill has af-
fected 32,661 families in Mimaropa
and Western Visayas, the Presidential
Communications Office (PCO) said;
citing a recent ~port from the Region
6 Task Force 011Oil Spill.

"Under President Marcos' directive,
different government agencies are car-
rying out progrpms aimed at assisting
the local population affected by the
oil spill. The Marcos administration
has promised to sustain the assistance
being extended to the families affected
by the oil spill in Oriental Mindoro
that already re1ch~d other provinces
in Mimaropa and Western Visayas,"

. the PCO said.
Apart from providing food packs,

the DSYVOis currently implementing a
45-day cash-f?~r.'F0rkprogram involv-
ing 7,198families while the DOLE has
started the Tulong Panghanapbuhay
sa Ating Disadvantaged / Displaced

g70D PER PAGEl

STORY

PAGE LOWER

o
CARTOON

'1GE DATE

AD) Program In three
aluya, Antique.
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The Dep tment of Justice (DOn
has issued s bpoenas to the PCG,
Maritime Ind stry Authority (Marina)
and Phili.rPi Ports Authority (PPA)
for documen s related to the recent
oil spill.

"We have elivered the subpoenas
for all the do I ents we need from
the different gencies, especially Ma-
rina, the Coas Guard and some other
agencies that ay be involved here.
We're also as . g for documents from
the PPA for records in the lPort of
Limay, Bata where the loading was
done in the b at, the loading of the
cargo, we w to find out exactly the •
cargo thatis th te, the exact defllnition
of the car?o," ustice Secretary Jesus
Crispin Rem a told reporters.

"All th~ de . of the oil spil~,(will
surface), we !U1tto delve info this
because wf that there should be
liabilitieshere, ere should be criminal
liabilityinvolve in this case,"he added.

Remulla sal the DOJ is, meeting
with various g vernrnent agencies on
Thursday to r eive the subpoenaed
documen~ an to determine the next
course of ,ctio • including a resolu-
tion that turns the responsibility for
the cleanup to e government, which
would then be reimbursed by those
responsible; . .

"The Gu1rn oilspill took SD: days
(to provide the OVs) because Petron
was involved an ittook21 days to suck •
outeverythipg. ow, ithas been 21days
sinceth':..()il~pill d up tonow we don't
have ROVs ilia s why on Thuniday,
our agenda m if ey can't provide the
ROVs, the ~~ye ent will undertake
it on its owJlby . ing the best people
for this job," R a added. - With Pia
Lee-Brago, Hele Flores, Neil Jayson
Servallos, R .• Cabrera
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CONTA INANTS
FOUND FISH IN
,SPI LAREAS
By lIordeene •Lagare
and Tina G. Sa tos
@Team_Inquir r

Low-level
polycyclic aro
bons, chemical
oil that are har ful to humans
and other Iiv ng organisms,
have been fou d in fish sam-
ples taken fro areas affected
by the oil spill i Oriental Min-
dor~, the Bure u of Fisheries
and Aquatic Re ources (BFAR)
repqrted on Tue day.

BFAR said ts preliminary
find~gs also sh wed traces of
petroleum prod cts, particular-
ly oil and greas , in the water
samples it teste .

The agency has not cate-
gorically advise consumers to
avoid consumin seafood ftom
the affected 10 ations, pend-
ing the outcom of additional
examinauons. B t fishing ac-
tivities in certai parts of the
province remain uspended for
public safety.

"The results f the analy-
ses are not yet onclusive A3~
as far as food safety is

~I~-------I~~
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concerned," BF R said. (See re-
lated story in R gions, Page A7.)

It added: "F rther sampling
and analysesar being conduct- .
ed to establish time-series re-
sults on the effe t of the oil spill
on fish concer g food safety,
taking into acc unt the magni-
tude of the oil pill which has
reached neighb ring areas like
Caluya, Antique, and some mu-
nicipalities of P wan."

The bureau id it "will con-
tinuously anal e water and
fish samples in ected areas to
monitor the po ible spread of
contamination d determine
the extent of d age caused by
the oil spill in the fishery sector."

"Results will e shared with
the public as so n as data be-
comes available, it added.

Tumarou d period
From March 3 to 14, BFAR

took water samp es from differ-
. ent sites and als collected fish
samples from the towns of Nau-
jan, Pola, Pinam ayan, Bansud,
Gloria, Roxas, M nsalay, Bong-
abong and Bulala ao, all in Ori-
ental Mindoro.

It analyzed oth types of
samples within t e standard 10-

•
ill ar

day turnaround period for fish
sample analysis, to determine
contaminant levels in water
and fishery resources.

The agency said it was also
testing water and fish samples
in Caluya, Antique, which has
already declared a fishing ban.

Agriculture Assistant Sec-
. retary Rex Estoperez reiterated
that the oil spill would not af-
fect domestic fish supply due to
the open fishing season.

"This won't affect our sup-
ply because it's open season
now. We can still catch fish
elsewhere," said Estoperez, also
the Department of Agriculture's
deputy spokesperson.

Criminal liability
Meanwhile, Justice Secretary

Jesus Crispin Remulla said various
government agencies, including
the Maritime Industry Authority
(Marina) and the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG), have been ordered
to produce relevant documents
in the investigation of the oil spill
caused by the sinking of the MT
Princess Empress off the waters
of Oriental Mindoro.

"Subpoenas have been de-
livered for all the documents
we need from the different
age cies. We're asking for all
the documents, also records
from the Philippine Ports Au-

tho ity,' he told reporters.
,All the .details about the oil

spillLwewant to get into because
we think there should be crimi-
nalliability here," he added.

Remulla visited Pola, Ori-
enta Mindoro, on Tuesday, to-
geth r with other government
offic als, to conduct an inspec-
tion of the extent of damage
brought by the oil spill.

e expressed alarm over the
oil sick reaching Verde Island
Pass ge, saying it was "very
muc at risk of damage."

" t's are of the most import-
ant a eas for marine biodlversi-
ty in the world. The Verde Is-
land assage is very important
to au co ntry,' he added.

F she folk group Pamban-
sang akas ng Kilusang Mama-
mala aya ng Pilipinas (Pamal-
akay) a Tuesday lamented
the "inad quate" response and
"negl gen e" of the govern-
ment wh ch it said prolonged
and~. creased the detrimental
imp a t of ~he oil spill.

" e demand a thorough, im-
parti ,an transparent investiga-
tion ~ thi seemingly avoidable
ecolo ical ightmare,' it said.

T e incident has so far af-
fecte th£1 livelihood of more
than 1~,00\J fisherfolk and their
families. -WITH A REPORT F OM

JANE B+UTISTA INQ

II
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AND LADE JEAN KARAGAN! @triJnmeph1Jo! @tri1nmephlji~ @triillmephl,Jm1£

A ship ing industry stakeholder slammed tHe se mingly sluggish
response of the government to the oil spill in aujan, Oriental
Mindoro - now nearing a month - that has affect d the lives and
livelihoods of more than 180,000residents of 'the ntire province.

Since the ill-fated oil tanker MTPrincess m ss was totally
swallowed up by the ~ea on 3 March, a sol tio has yet to be
found on ~ow to contain the maritime trage pro pting a Greek
shipowner's representative in Manila, Capt. Ed rdo Flores, to
wonder w y the country has not learned its less n.

. . Turn to page A2

Charterer has no liability
Even if some of his colleagues have

said the charterer of the tanker that
carried the industrial oil- identified as
SL Harbor Bulk Terminal Corporation,
a subsidiary of San Miguel Shipping
and Lighterage - was liable for
damages, Flores said the company has
no liability since it is only the receiver
of the cargo.

Flores blamed the PCG for not
doing its due diligence in checking the
authenticity of the Certificate of Public
Convenience presented by tanker owner
RDC Reield Marine Services to ship the
900,000 liters of irdustrial oil.

"Anotherthing, Marina (the Maritime
lrv:Iustry Auttlority) issued the CPC. I
don't think the PCG is stupid enough to
reveal the fake documents that Marina
may have issued. No need to be a' rocl<et
scientist to understard that, • he said.

deployed in Nal\ian to locate the !tiT Spill said during an emergencY meetmg\
Pri1llJl!SS Empress. in noilo City that !he spill has affected

"I suppose 'Ml don't eVen have the 32,661 families in MIMAROPA and
equipment and chemical<; to dilute oil ,'kstern VJSayBSas of SuMay_ .
spills. '\\l are pitlful. That should be the "Under President Marcos's dire<:tive,
ileus of an ~ The oil slick dil'feren~ government agencies are
has ~ far and wide but 'Ml still don't ' carrying out iJ1lgI'8IllS aimed at assisting
know what to do and which government the 10caI population affected by the oil
agencies are supposed to be in charge,' spill,' the Presidential Communications

fuss reported that the oil tanker "ores said in the vernacular. OfIice said.
has been bmI by a Japan rern<teIy. The PCO,citingthe task force,saidihe
operated '6hIde400 belowtlle AssessbIg ~ national governmen~ local government
waves. It was T.l nautical i'illes away An 8roan contingent from the United units, nOll1!ovenunental organizations,
from Balingawan I'Ilint, NallI*n. 0rIertal States Coast Guard also arrived on and other partners have jIUVided P28.3
MiMoro. M:lro:lay to assess the spill damage and million 'IQrth ofhumanitBrian assistance

On &b~ Philippine Guard how they can help. to the affected families.
spokesperson, Rear . ArtnaM A video the other day showed PCG
BaIilo, revealed that the untry has personnel manually scooping up bits
never had an Rov, a piece-of 'pment of oil using cut.up pIa.stic bottles in the
that is used to locate sunke ships. waters oCf Naujan and Pola towns in

The Japanese Coast G 's ROY Oriental ~firdoro.
arrived on Monday and as been This is not the fIrSt time the country

suffered an oil spill. On II August 2006,
an oil spill occurred in Panay Gulfwhen
the tanker, Mf Solar I, sank off the
coasts of Guimaras and Negros, causing
what is considered the \\\)rsi; oil spill in
the country's history.

PBBM'sww
President Ferdinard R Maroos Jr. on

'l\tesdayjl1ll1lised W m.ain the~
being extended to the people affected
by the oil spill that has ieached other
pwinces in the MIMAROPA (Mindoro,
Mari!1Iuque, RDmblon, Palawan) region
and ,\estern Vmyas.

Malacaiiang issued the statement
after the Region VI Task Force on Oil

~ Monday, Marina said the CPC Fish affected
shOfI.! by the PCG appeared tJ have TheDepartmentofAgri ureau
beeil1Blsif!edasitcontained~rflaw.;, of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

'jI'he signatory to the documents on 'lUesday reported fll¥hng lowlerel
~ by the PCG was n<t ue one contaminants or pul)\::ycl ~ aromatic
whdshouldhave~i!dthepapers. The . hydrocarbons in fish samples. PAR,
name was even misspelled. It'! Marc which is harmful to human and other
(not Mark) Anthony Pascua. Also, he livingorgani<;ms, accurr in the
was never the diredor of the l,fruina flesh of fISh over WI;.
~ Department," acconliug to ~, the bl.ll'e8Usai the resurs
a Marina source. of the anaJr.;is ~ nit on. tSI\l as far

Pp.scuadenied signing am PC as filod ~ concern -d, Further
am~ent papers for RDC Reield ~and~arebeinganWed
Mame Services. tolSabJilhtime5eriesresull.s IIltheefEd;

of the oil spill on fi<Ih, I: adder
Verde Island oil trace comaine
II! a reJated dCvelopment, the PD',; on

'fu~said the "rainJJow.liI<' tness of
oil ~ had reached 'krde lslml have
~ contained and oil spill boom, have
bee~laced in the water.

~ rde Island is a volcanic island
situ In the Verde Island 1'lIS!:IIge
be n the islands of Luzon and
Min~oro. The Verde Island Passage
pro es food, livelihood, and other
hen its to over tm million people,

rding to PCG Batangas ddef,
~ Vie h:J:&, no fIShing ban was
impoSed 00 ~ ~ eoen if SOIno on
had ~ the marine eoosysteIliich
~in &tangas, particularly the oJaStal

~ofSanVxm.ean1San
AglIpito.

. As of M:nIa.lI a total of 12
~:msquaremetl1>c{
mangraI'eS, and ap]l'Oxima!ely
16.8 kilometers of shori!line
have been affected.

USbeJp
Meanwhile,. Ma . eafia d the

Department of NatiOIl,IlDe oil said on
T\iesday the United Stale;hf. ]l'Omised
wheJpoontainanddr<Ulupt'le~
oil spill

Presidential Commumcations .
Secretary Cheloy Garam S3.li bOChthe
DND and its US counterpart committed
in aphone caD betll'e' n Defense officer·
in-charge Carlito Galvez J' and' US
Defense Secretary lloyd Austin.

'I had a phone caD with (' )
Austin at 7:45 p.m. They are ommitted
to helping in coordination "ilith Japan
and other countries. • Galvez" 'as quoted
assaying.

Galvez sald Austin ass ired the
Philiwine gmIlITIment ihat a team from
the U') HUII18IlIarian Aid &II'

Response Jl'Ol!I"8Illwas en ro te to the
COIll'tIy w ~ COlt' \he oL~iIL

wrm A Rfl'ORI FRO~IMP



STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

t;__~.tc.. : INITIATIVES
~ SERVICE

Da
PAGE LOWER

,~,~

/

TITLE:

Q f=rE~L CQN
"O'~~~2~3

DATE

t

itifu'l



Re en! developments suggest that
I y b involved in a serious controv e arding its operations,§.Forthe past several months, 8MC as en in the publlo eye fo
. ~ qu stionable, unilateral withdraw fr a contract to provide
o t supply of electricity to the M . a I ctric Company ovreralco

ab~ut a decade .
. 1 Ear ien, 8M.C participated in pu lie 1 ding for the contract,

. o~du ted under the auspices of the ner Regulatory Commission
rrER SMC·won the contract. I

COf'idering 8MC's corporate reputa ion th in the Philippines and
i the I orld, the government, Meralc ,an t e general puh ~c have

od r ason to assume that SMChad st die its bid before submitting
i .Mte all, 8MC is expected to have a fi an i team that is competent
e 0 to understand the company's a al affairs.
u~~ ,risingIy, S.MCwanted out ?f the con et on the flimsy excuse

t ~t It ade an mcorrect analysis of he ancial pros andl ICOnsof
t ~ co tract, and that the bid it sub itt may lead to economic
1 sses rpr the company. .

'PlUS, 8MC asked the ERC permissio to k out of its contractual
o li~a~F '. r1~m.uU:b:::~SMC .Ius I ropay~e ns5~lllion

fi ~ imposed by the contra~. on th,e pt. ~ants out of ~11~~e:U.
lneidentallg 8MC's subsidiary thro which it won the elEI(itnClty

su ly ~ontract was recently listed .on lor the most profltable
co ora e enterprises in the country.

~

e the ERC saw the manifest iI\i stic in the relief sought by
8 , it denied the same. This prompted 8M ' subsidiaries to elevate
th atter to the Court of Appeals, wh re i pending at present.

n~ ~ntroversy that may eventually· 0 MCis the rece~l oil spill
o e ~ of Mindoro in western Luzon.

Aecortnng to news reports, the MT Pm'l?rA~(j liJmpmss,. a ricJicetyold
oil tanker, sank near Mindoro, and its.vol . . cargo of oil spilled into
th $ea.1 .

~e oil spill has caused extensive damag to Me am coastal pllilllt life. .
It aJSb released a fuul, toxic odor in the ~L wat is hazardous to public
h '1e livelihoodof the fishermen in th ':IS ground to a hat, thus

. EfOnomichardship fur many who d pe n the sea fur their living.
Nearbr islands are already experienci th evastating effect of the

oil spill iIl their areas. Tourist destination 0 ' y, an erstwhile polluted .
b h that threatened public health unti its . aeulous rehabilitation

rPr ident Rodrigo Duterte, is in d er 0 ecoming polluted again.
~------~------

----~H--- -- --

"Some
revetatiol'lS
suggest

tne , T

ress
reavfg

insured
that

its sinkl,n.,g
would
be more
pro '4bk to
the tme

its
continued
operation
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Department of Justice officials, I e to the environment, and the
saw first-hand the black clumps ilitationofaffe lei ecosystems.
of oil on the municipality's shore. a Writ of .
I saw the lonely resorts lined up is granted, "
one after the other. I saw DSWD.tlhe ourt can issue Documents
aid being given to those whose rd an:l.direi::nresto,n'ioling to
livelihoodswere essentially stripped ove lent agencies ,rile charter,
away.Togetherwith the Department nsibleparties ,illSlIIT1Ilre
of Natural Resources, the Philippine 0 t ke immediate poIiqj,
Coast Guard, the National Bureau n e f f e c t i v e JrJermiIJJ, and
of Investigation a consultant adept cti n to address I'renses as

-l in marine biology,and Pola Mayor, environmental irt'ell as tJwse
Ever since the Jennifer Cruz, we explained what causedby the Irt.~ to the

inking of the oil legal remedies couldbe availedof at ill. The court j'z.fstorg ~jthe
er MT Princess that verymoment. Iso appoint it I~~ will be

mpress, the Onethat is ripe forfilingis the \\Tit om issioner or a l't..tdispen8oble.
amage to our ofKalikasan. Affectedcommunities, ech ical expert tonvironmerit has individuals, or organizations can the extentofthe environmental
orsened day by file a \\Tit of Kalikasan to protect and reeommen . 8pJrO:rriate
ay. As of this their right to.a healthy environment s furits rehabilitation.Overall,
riting, 2~ days and to compel the government and bases for civilwlbilityprovide
ave passed and responsibleparties to .takeimmediate urse fur affectedparties and
et the effects of ~d effective measures to address ns ~ that responsible parties' are
il spill devastation he environmental damage caused kId untableforthe environmental
re widening in y the oil spill. The Writ can be causedbyan oilspill.
ope. Fish, turtles, . ed to demand the cleanup of the told, this is about justice

ordaIs,mangroves il spill, the prevention of further e ironmental justice.n many morelements of our ~f-o------- -..l+--+JJ-... _

arinelife are and
will be affecte by this or spill.
Sad to ~y, this . cident Will have
far-reaching nd long-lasting
effects on our nvironment, the
livelihoods of fisherfolk, and
tourism.
. What then m be done to quell

the effects and pute liability to
those who have used this? Three
very important ourses of action
need to be take immediately and
simultaneously. ,wemust do the
nec~ fact.fi • investigationon
the incident,Seco ,thegovernment
and the private ector must work
hand-in-handto cl up the oil spill.
Third, a \\Tit of must be
fIled. ~

",(fa Writ
oj KaJikasan
is granted, ,
the, court
can issue
orders and
directives to
government

. agencies and
responsible
parties
to take
i11Ufl,ediate
om! pjjective
action.
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TH~ Maritime Industry uthority
(Mfrina) guarantees that s fety nets
are properly In place and 'at every
centavo drawn from the iI Pollu-
tion Management Fund ( 'PMF)is
spent according to its pu ose.

~his was the response ade by
thelMarina in view of the 33 mil-
Iior, initial budget requ sted by
the Philippine Coast Guar , (PCG)
to prevent the persistent il from
the Isunken oil tanker MT Princess
Empressfrom further destr ying the
marine environment.

¥T Princess Empress, arrying
so~r 800,000 liters of p rsistent
oil, sank off the coast fro .ng the
town of Pola in Oriental indoro
on Feb. 28, 2023.

1jhe oil spill from the ta
already reached the shores s far as
Cuyo in Palawanasidefrom sevastat-
ingcoastaltownsin Oriental indoro.

The government is now 0 its toes
to prevent the spill from can minat-
ing Verde Island along the coast of
Batangas,one of the areas i Luzon
rich in marine and natural r sources,

'l~onsidering that the oi spill is
an rmergeney, RA 9483 rovides
that as soon as there is a eterrni-
nation that there is an oil ill, the
OPMFis activated," Marina spokes-
ma1 and Legal Services irector

• Planning and Policy Director of Marina Luisito de I 5 Sa t 5 (left) and
Atty. Shar0r. Aledo, legal services director of Marina, urin he press
conference on Monday, March20, 2023. PHOTO BY Wil AR

Sharon Aledo said. PO.1Oper lit r co
"The col ection and expenditure tanker operatrs.

shall be su jeered to the usual Com- Of the amo nt,
mission 0 Audit rules and regula- oftheOPMFi con
tions," Ale 0 stressed. bers of the Phi ippi Petroleum Sea

"It is als provided that 90 days Transport Ass ciat n (Philpesta).
afterwrapp qgup the oil spill opera- RDC, althou h n t a member of
tions, the CG shall report it with Philpesta, iS~SO ntributing to
complete i voices and docurnenta- OPMFfor thei oth tankers before
tion," Aled added. MTPrincess E pr .

The OP F. provided under Re- Also on M nda r the PCG said
public Act 483 or the "Oil Pollu- they were cI sely ~ nducting an
tion Act 0 2007," is now at ap- aerial inspecti n t etermine the
proximate! P70 million from the scope of the 0 I spi I.
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The a eney is in tal t{S with its

counte arts in the United States,
Japan a d South Korea to help in
its oil sp II response.

To da .jhe Marina and the PCG
through the Departrnen t of Trans-
portatio (DoTr) are in the process
of inves gating the allegedspurious
Certifica e of Public Co venience
(CPe) i sued to MT Princess Em-
press.

ACP isneeded for a commercial
vessel to ply the local trade.

Marin has already denied issu-
ing a C C to the ill-fa.ed tanker.
During e press conference held
Monday,Marina sa.d they will hold
all perso s involved in tl is mess ac-
countabl consider: ng tl-e effectsof
the oil s ill on the ountry.

Due t this, Marina has suspend-
ed the C Cs issued 0 the owner of
MT Prin ess Empress RDC Reield
Marine S rvices,effectivey topping
all opera ions of its vessels covered
by the C C still operating. The iII-
fated ta er was locally built and
commiss oned only in 2022.'

Aside om this, the DoTr,Marina
and PC are also looking at other
measures 0 softenthe impactoftheoil
spillon e countryindudng making
represen .on withtl eProtectionand
lndemni Clubforthe.insuranceofMT
Princess press,wludi isesti atedto

. be at $1 b !lion.
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By LENJE LECTURA 'I @Ilectura

The subsidiaryof opez-led First
Gen Corp, said last T esday it signed
an agreement with t e Departme t
of Environment an Natural R -
sources (DENR)tha allows FGHP
to pursue the devel pment of the
hydroelectric facilit in Pantaban-
gan, Nueva Ecija, w ile preservin~
the status of the pro ct site as part
of a protected area,

The agreement i
years subject to rene
2S years,

The firm said i "Special Use
Agreement in Prote ted Areas," or
"Sapa,' agreement th the DEN~

"reaffirms [its] commitment" to
pursue theAya project in accordance
with ~epublic Act (RA) 11038 (Ex-
pandtd National Integrated Protect-
edAreas System, or e-Nipas, lawl.As
part of the agreement, FGHPCoffi-
cially remitted to the DENRa P69,1-
million check as Sapa fee,

M 11038 covers the country's
ecologically rich and unique areas
and biologically important public
lands in the country, which are un-
der DENR'smanagement,

Optimize development
THE DENRissues a Sapa to enable

~
rAG!

-:]
file .'AI (

C'ANH
SIal

'AGIE OATE

I
productiv use f the country's pro-
tected areas b providing access
to econo~ic 0 portunities to in-
digenous eople, tenured migrant
communi ies, ~otected migra;nt
communi ies a d other protected
area stak hold rs. The agreement
also aims 0 op imize the develop-
ment of $:cial ~eprojects, which
are consis nt th the principles of
sustainabl dev lopment and biodi-
versity conserva ionand in coopera-
tion with stake Iders.

TheFGmpCs idittspursumg the
Aya projec "in Jpport of govern-
ment's pro ram tb meet thi coun-
try's grow g d and for electric-
ity, while k epin carbon emissions
low. The c mpa )f already holds a
hydropow ser '(k contract for the
pumped storage roject that the De-
partmento Ener yawardedin2019.

Apump d-st rage facility stores
andgenera esele tricitybymovinga
volume of ater ~tween two reser-
voirssituat dat '~ferentelevations
(upper and owe reservoirs),

First Sapa
ACCORDI C t IDENRAssistant
RegionalTe hnic IDirectorForester
Joselito M, Bla 0, the watershed

forest reserve that will play i critical
role insupplyingpowertc te Luzon
grid is the first eve to be avzarded a
SAPAi RegionlIlorCen ral Luzon,

"Th s is one of our must cru-
cial permits. We =re grateful for
the su~port of 0 r partners in
DENR. We are al 0 thankful to
the [LgUs] and OUY sta enolders
for th~,r vote of confid n:e in us
and for choosing us as their new-
est partner in pro ect r the wa-
tershe~ forest reserve aid First
Gen Senior Vice President Dennis
P, Gonzales,

FGH C also manage the 132-
MW Pantabangan-Masiv.ay hy-
droelectric power plar t, which
is part f a mult.purpo e project
that provides irrigation to Nueva
Ecija's rice lands, The complex has
the cou try's large t sto ilEe-type
hydropower facilit

FGHPC's hydro facil ' es form
part of First Gen's portfolio of
power lants that run on clean
and renewable energ, sc-urces.
Aside from hydro the ortfolio
includes geothermal, solar and
wind, which are renewable en-
ergy resources; and nat .iral gas,
the cleanest form of fos 1fuel.

FIRS Gen Hydro Power Corp.
(FG PC) will utilize a ~6-hect-
are p rtion of the $4,OOO-hectare

Pantaban an-Ca ranglan Watershed
Forest Res rve fa its 12b-megawatt
(MW) Ay pumped-storage hydroelec-
tric power project.
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a ility
LQPE?-leq First Gen rp. said its unit had agreeljIlent in protected areas (SA M
signed an agreement wi the Depa ment of the DENRthat would allow the dev lop
EJil.Vironmebtand Natu Resources (DENR) of the Ifacility while also preservin the
for the development of 20-megawatt (MW) r tus of~he project site as part of a rote
purnped-storags, hydroe ctric facility in Pan- area.
tabangan, NuevaEcija. I Th~signed dealwill enable the co pa
"This is dne of our mo t crucial permits. We use a3f-hectare portion ofthe 84,00 .-he

arr thrille~. to be able t continue our work Panta!;>angan-Carranglan watersh d fo
o~ the Aya Pumped-St age project, and We reservr for FGHPC's Aya pumped sto
are grateful for the supp rt of our partners in I hydroelectric power project. The a ee
DrR," First GenSenio Vice-President Den- is vali1 for 25 years and subject to re ewi
ni P.Gonzales said in a edia release. another 25 years.
First Gen subsidia -First Gen Hydro . FG,PC said it is pursuing the Ay pr

Po er Corp. (FGHPC) s ned the special use I to sup~ort the government's program 'llfm
~~-'--+I~~~~~~----~~~~--,-~~~============~==~===============~======----~~

ing electrl ity dem nd whi e pre. e ing low
carbon ermssions,
It added that the SAPAsigningreaffirmsits

commitme tto purs etheprojectunderRepub-
licActNo.11038or eExpanded 'ational Inte-
gratedProtectedAre System ct(F PAS).
. E-NIPA.$ covers he country's ecologically

rich and unique are s and biologically public
lands.
First Gen said F HPC had rem tted about

a P69.1-m Ilion che k to the DEN~ as SAPA
fee. The u~litalso m nages t 132- Pan-
tabangan-M.asiway ydroelect ic power plant.
- Ashley B:rika o. ose
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FGE ,DENR forge deal
for 20-MW Aya hydro

~ST Gen Corp. said Tuesday a subsidiary
s /fed with the Department of Environment
a l~ ~afura~Resources 'an agreement that
ould pave the way for the development

o ~e 120- egawatt Aya pumped storage
h 0 facility in Pantabangan, Nueva Ecijit,

Iepreserying the protected area status of
e roject s~te.
1jhe Speqial Use Agreement in Pro-

te t~d Areas agreement enables First Gen
i1FirstGqn Hydro Power Corp. to use

a -hectare ~rtion of the 84,OOO-hectare
P banganiCarranglan Watershed Forest
R drve for tile Aya pumped hydro project.

'~e agreelljlent is valid for 25 years, sub-
jec tp renewal for another 25 years. .

11hisis one of our most crucial permits.
We ~re thrilled to be able to continue our
wo kl on tre tya Pumped-Storage project,
and we are grateful for the support of our
pa ~rs in DENR. We are also thankful to
the Us an~ our stakeholders for their
vot f confidence in us and for choosing
us heir newest Partner in protecting the
~at he~ for* re~erve," First Gen. senior
VIce esidenr li>enmsGonzales said.

e DENR issues a SAPA to enable pro-
duct t use of t~e countryse protected areas
by P iding aCfess to economic opportuni-
ties t indigeno~s people, tenured migrant
com unities, Pliotected migrant communi.
ties a other preected area stakeholders. .

"l-t~ 1A'~na Mae S. flor~ ,J
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a ility
LQPE?-leq First Gen rp. said its unit had agreeljIlent in protected areas (SA M
signed an agreement wi the Depa ment of the DENRthat would allow the dev lop
EJil.Vironmebtand Natu Resources (DENR) of the Ifacility while also preservin the
for the development of 20-megawatt (MW) r tus of~he project site as part of a rote
purnped-storags, hydroe ctric facility in Pan- area.
tabangan, NuevaEcija. I Th~signed dealwill enable the co pa
"This is dne of our mo t crucial permits. We use a3f-hectare portion ofthe 84,00 .-he

arr thrille~. to be able t continue our work Panta!;>angan-Carranglan watersh d fo
o~ the Aya Pumped-St age project, and We reservr for FGHPC's Aya pumped sto
are grateful for the supp rt of our partners in I hydroelectric power project. The a ee
DrR," First GenSenio Vice-President Den- is vali1 for 25 years and subject to re ewi
ni P.Gonzales said in a edia release. another 25 years.
First Gen subsidia -First Gen Hydro . FG,PC said it is pursuing the Ay pr

Po er Corp. (FGHPC) s ned the special use I to sup~ort the government's program 'llfm
~~-'--+I~~~~~~----~~~~--,-~~~============~==~===============~======----~~

ing electrl ity dem nd whi e pre. e ing low
carbon ermssions,
It added that the SAPAsigningreaffirmsits

commitme tto purs etheprojectunderRepub-
licActNo.11038or eExpanded 'ational Inte-
gratedProtectedAre System ct(F PAS).
. E-NIPA.$ covers he country's ecologically

rich and unique are s and biologically public
lands.
First Gen said F HPC had rem tted about

a P69.1-m Ilion che k to the DEN~ as SAPA
fee. The u~litalso m nages t 132- Pan-
tabangan-M.asiway ydroelect ic power plant.
- Ashley B:rika o. ose
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pa ~rs in DENR. We are also thankful to
the Us an~ our stakeholders for their
vot f confidence in us and for choosing
us heir newest Partner in protecting the
~at he~ for* re~erve," First Gen. senior
VIce esidenr li>enmsGonzales said.
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ourteen bidde s
The privatiz t on of the Case man PI t drew

interest fro a ~ tal of 14 bidd€l)'s,but nly the
following e-q Iifled for the. next ste : first
Gen's Fres R' I' Lakes Corpdranon, boitiz'
Neptune H ro ., Meralco's GlobalHydr Power
Corporatio AN's GigaAce 11 Inc., anasia
Energy Inc. Be ove Power Corporatton d the
consortium co sed of EEl Power Corp ration,
Soosan EN Co t,d., Soosan Industries o. Ltd.
and Mapal P er Corporation.

Dela Se ed that the seven other
either with ere found non-compli t with
Documenta . lverables requirements, or did
not submit entary Deliverables,

Se¥ n pre-qualified inte~ sted buyers will move
to the ext development in t~e bidding out of the
165-meawatt Casecnan H~ oelectric PowerPlant
in Nue a Ecija.

In interview on Mond y, Dennis de la Serna,
presid nt and chief exeeuti III officer of state-run
.Power .ector Assets and abilities Management
Corpor ion, said the age cy is still waiting for
Some cumentary require ents from its partner
before . closing the bid do uments.

"We are still waiting fo~ documents from the
Nation I Irrigation Admim tration because the
facility is co-owned by NIA,and PSALM.We also
need ~s approval of tH :Iwater protocol; we
need water protocol fro NIA," de la Serna
told re l0rters at the side' s of ~ e Philippine
Electri Ity Power Industry

~~ ~ ~ jf-t-~,.......t-- ---~---=-~~tJ'

and larify tIle terms and conditions of tie s 'e.
ong the key issues discussed i-de h

be een and among the bidders were the p: I s
and ~gulations that could impact the s ce r
com~ny and the role of the winning bi de 0
lead the crafting of the Special Use Ag em t
in r?tected Areas with the Depart en f
Envi onment. and Natural Resources.I, "

Water permits
L kewise, water permits for 0 r

gen ~ation and irrigation, other p~r i s
curr ,tly enforced or to be secured 90y e
win Ihg bidder, observance of Indi n s
Pee lfs; rights when the new owne ta s
over t e management of the plant, an a
cons' erations before inspecting th pI
were discussed. -

D ~elope~ in the 1990s, Casecna PI
is a run-of-river" type of power plant \Vit
limit d impounding area located at Sitio au ,
Bara$ay Villarica, Pantabangan, Nuev Eo' .
It w ~ coveqed by a build-operate-t ns r
agre ~ent, which ended on 11 Decembe 20 .

B sed on PSALM's initial privati ati
time ine, the completion of the plant s s I
~u d have been completed last year.

Bid bulletin
that PSALMwill sched
bulletin once finalized.
rocess, we only disclose he bid
investors. I cannot disel se this
.scIosingit SOO][1, Ijust s ak to
n we will issue the bid b etin.
price," he said.

ALMheld a prebid conf rence
ers with an avenue to i quire
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Pi "stGen see Ires envi permit fa fo h dro project

F1ilT Gen. Co p., through its sub- tarespltabangan-CarrangIan ~t~rshe< s ~~ biodiversity ccnservati and in
sidi First Gel Hydro Power Qorp, forest reserve for the Ayahydro project (. pperation with stakeholde s.
(F tIPq, has igned a special use The agreement is valid for 25 yearsanc l1\spart of the agreement, FGHPC
agr 9x.nentin pr Itected areas' (SAPA) subject~orenewal for another 25 years. ~ I P remitted to the DENR a P69.1-
wi~ the Departr ent of Environment OENRissues ~SAPAto enable Protl! r ,/lion check as SAPA fee.
andlNatural Res IMrces(DENR). ductiveluse of the' country's protecte<tI~ PGHPC holds a hydropo

'J1ie agreemen allows the company areas by providing access to economi i I contract for the pumpe
to prrsue the de F.lopmentof the 120 op~ertUnities to indigenous people I I ject that the Department
me~11WattS~ !f\yapumped storage tenure4 migrant communities, pro a Iarded in 2019.
hyd Ielectric facijlityin Pantabangan, Itected migrant communities and othe FGHPC also manages the 32-MW
Nu a Ecija, \1\ rile' preserving the . protected area stakeholders. I 'Ilt:abangan-Masi'w·ayhydr electric
stat of the pr<lect site as part ofa .The ~greement also aims t~ opti r ~er plant; ~hich is part f a mul-
pro ected area. mize tHe development of special-us t urpose project that provi s irriga-

The SAPAalsoallowsFGHPC to use projects, which are consistent with th ti ~ to Nueva Ecijlil'i, rice la ds. - led
, 36 ~ po"r of ,<he fl1,000 h<c- prin,cipr' of ,~"",,bled~dopm'o 'I~
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Woman faces raps for
endangered spedes ~

The NationalBureau of Invest'
flIedcharges against a female' ,
furcollectingand possessingendat)gerEldl
wildlife species in BohoI. 1

The suspect, whowas arrested te
agents of the NBI-BoholDistrict lce,
was identified as Rosalie Deguino
. Charges for violation of Section 7 0 I
RA 9 147were filed against her b {ore
the Officeof the Provincial Prosec tor,
Tagbilaran City,Bohol.

Investigationshowed the NBI-BQ
personnel secured a search wa ant
after receiving information tha !he
suspect was keeping or collee ng
endangered species without the pr per
permit or legal documents, '

The NBI conducted the servi of
the Search warrant on 3 March 23
for violation of Section 27 of RA ~147
otherwise known as WildlifeReso es
Conservation and Protection Act.

The search warrant was se yed
against BoholEnchanted Zoologic and
Botanical Garden in Poblacion,Bil in
Bohol. A. CIA
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ake aquaculturem
FOOD produce ,led by food advoca-
cygraup Tugan abuhayan, e asking
the government 0 consider amending
the fishpond Ie se agreeme ts (FLA)
far aquaculture dustry to ake the
industry mare p aductive.

r-rorbert C . .cuanco, T gon Ka-
buhayan co-con enor, said' a virtual
briefing yesterda a Iong-rer permit is
more conducive or producti n instead
of the current s tup that re uires.an-
nual renewal.

"fhat we n ed lis a long-term
permit. Majori of our sea cages,
w~Fh is the mai production unit of
~fish and tila ia, are getting yearly
perrut. If we ha e-a national policy ...
to. ercaurage LG. s (local government
units) far sustain bility to.provide each
groter a tenur permit at his own
loc~don provide they follow DOLE
(Department of Labor and Employ-
me~~) rules, DE R (Department of
Envfonment an Natural Resources)
rulep and prope mooring, immedi-
ately it will cause a big improvement,"
Chingcuanco sai .

David Villaluz, chairperson of th
Philippine Association of Fish Produc
ers Inc., said some holders of FLA
which cover around 60,000 hectare
nationwide are now either abandone
or neglected to a point that their pro
duction are barely significant.

Villaluz said some holders are get
ting discouraged as the current rul
requires that once the FLA ends, th
areas will be reverted back for man
groves or will be given to fisherfol
cooperative organizations. .

"Our suggestion is if they ca
be renewed for another 25 years 0
whatever, existing.FLA holders mus
redevelop and pour investments i
these areas. Maybe we can have a
arrangement or agreement tor the
to develop certain areas of FLA fish
ponds for hatcheries or nurseries t
produce fingerlings for the envisione
expansion for mariculture parks' pro
duction," Villaluz added.

FLAs are issued by the Burea
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resource
(BFAR) to individuals and corpora

L _
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productive I
ns that want to use pu lie lands

fishpond purposes w ich also
lude public lands and a eas cov-
d by the Comprehensive grarian
form Law.

eanwhile, Chris Co, vice resident
marketing of Oversea F eds, said

usting FLA rules tan bene t the in-
try by allowing productive farms an
ension, while assigning unpro-
tive ones to a new set of' vestors.
ennis Calvan, 2l non-go ernment

anization representative rom the
, gingisda Natin Gawing T a Net-
rk, agrees with the need review

guidelines especially for address-
abandoned, WlIderdevel ped and
erutilized fishponds.
We are also pusbing far
e of a guideline for a turn ver and
al physical reversion of ab doned
ponds by DENR. The age cy is yet
elease a guideline and we e blind
what is happening to fi hponds
ed over by BFAR to D NR for
grove reforesta lon," Cal an said.

- d Macapagal
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CAMARI ESNorte provincial
officials ailed on Tuesdaytlfe
decision ftheDepartmentof

En~ironment a d Natural Resourc-
es tDENR) Min s and Geosciences

proj ctin
permittee a d 'co-contractor to t e
~t. Labo Ex ,loration and Devel
ment Corpo ation under MPSA
t'1LC-MRD- 59.

The deci ion recognized a

~~I~--------~':

Bureau-Region 5 (MGB-5) granti f
co-pkrmittee 'status 'to the Mal;lir
Project joint venture (JV) partne s.

The Provincial Board of Cam -
rines Norte recently passed a res -

•.amarines
gave importance to Provind Or
dinance No. 52-2017 enac~ b
the Provincial Board which s ~te
that in case there are JV par fer
in the mining projects withi th
province of Camarines Nort , th
said JV partners should be de ~e
as co-permittees to ensure.ac Vnt
ability in the implementati n 0

m.ininglaws and ensure respo ~bl
mining within the province.

The POA decision recog ~Ze
the duties and responsibilifi ~ 0

local governments in the ma age
ment and regulation of Mina an
Bayan, small-scale andJarge- ~al
mining, and all other forms of in
ing and related activities wi in
the various local govern lnt
units (LGUs) in Camarines N te,
known for its mineral dep its
of gold, silver, iron, zinc and ull
quartz and its non-metallic mi er-
als include sand, limestone, ~ay,
and kaolin. !; II;:. ./j, •...,

"This has energized the Pro "fce
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ilo ntining
lution "expres s::ng tha•.~ks and ap-
preciation" to the DE~IR, parti u-
larly the MGB Panel of Arbitra, S

(POA), after resolving to dec.are
Galeo Equipment Corpo ation as co-

orte hailed
to' craft more legislacion and insti-
tute measures that !will encourage
the growth of resp nsible mining
activities in Camari es Norte. Just
as wecurrently have Tourism Code,
I would like to cha pion the cre-
ation of a Mining C7de to serve as
a framework for all r:ining-related
activities," Gerardo G~QUifiones,2nd
District BOIl1~dMem er and chair-
man of the Committ e on Environ-
ment, said in a state ent.

"We are delighted with the deci-
sion as Galeb has a good track record
in partnership with the LGUs an
other stakeholders i partnership
with the LGUsand ot er stakehold-
ers in Camarines Nor e. The compa-
ny even volunteered 0 rehabilitate
the Venida Pit, in Bar ngay Napaod,
Municipality of Labo averting a de-
structive environme tal incident,"
Rey Kenneth N. On ng, ex-officio
Board Member, Muni ipalityofLabo
courit'a MeIrtb~t a:n'd'Per. President
added. Jonathl", L.Mayuga
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Even in the ;ttiopal.<:;apital
Region, there are thousands
of household that s~ill rely
on communal deep wells. for
potable wate . Outside the
NCR and othe urbani centers
nationwide, early 11 mil-
lion families lack a~cess to
clean water, a cordinr to the
National Wa er Re~ources
Board. As the country joins
the internatio",l community
in marking W dd Wa~erDay
today, the NW B board said
those familre still· rely on
unsafe sources f waten includ-
ing deep wells, prings, rivers,
lakes and rain ater for their
daily needs. .

Apart from t e lack of safe
water, many amilies also
lack sanitation facilities and
still practice pen 4efeca-
tion, which ca contalminate
water and foo sourdes, the
NWRB reporte . This situa-
tion is believe to have con-
tributed 'to the q3,066 deaths
recorded acros the cpuntry
between 2010 a a 2019 due to
water-borne' di eases such as
typhoid, parar phoid fever,
bloody diarrhe viral hepa-
titis and lepto ,~irosis. Even
cholera, which i supp,sed to
have been eradi ated decades
ago, has persist d in th~ coun-
try including in etro ¥anila
because of the ack of access
to safe water i manj com-
munities. 1

Regular han was ing-
basic preventive measure

gainst diseases - is ndt pos-
ible for many 0 se olds

o
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1 water risi
One approach is adv ncing water reuse and
recycling so that w tewater is eftectively

time, with e mo t evident impac elt treated to a quality t at makes it saf to feed
through ou relationsh p with ~ er. POUL DUE JENSEN back into our water ycles. A leade in this

Rismg tempera res and changing we ~er . area is Danish mult national brewe- Carls-
pa~erns continu to disrupt the water ele I berg, which aims to ut its water USf by half
arornd the worl impacting societies, ec ys- 0+ unique perspectives and stren s this by 2030. In i':s produ tion fach:y in -reden-
terns, and econo ies throug unpredi t ble cr~cial forum. What r hope we me ~ ay cia, Denmark, Carlsb rg has developed a to-
water availabili and quality. n res pans .the wi~h is a bold, whole-of-society ap roac t tal water manageme t treatment pl. It with
wo~ld committed to Sustainab e Develop I,ent significantly accelerates action acr ss g ~ rn- consultants, univer 'ties, and tee rnology
G01l(SDG)six ba in 2015 as r.art of the 2 30 m~nts, businesses, and the public. providers like Grun os. The onsite facility
Ag~nda, with the im of provi9ing safely an- Gavernments have taken a lea wit 01- purifies USE!d process water from be g used
aged water and s itation for fill. icies that provide impetus for t su ~ in- for mainly cleaning p irposes to drinl ing wa-

bnfortunatel , almqst a decade late ,~e abllity transition. The challenge i to e ure ter quality, sending 0 percent of it hack to
are ~till alarming y off track. Globally, bil i ns that decision-makers in other s tor hat the brewery to be reu ed as process pater.
of people still lac safe water, sanitation d ref I on water, or impact water ma age The puhlic also h a big role to play in
ha~dwashing fac lities, while climate ch ~ge un erstand and come on board to . Th accelerating change. ore than just driving
confinues to am lify water-related extr es is greement has been a landmar 1I11ta ive home the message bout climate change
arornd the worl . Beyond its direct im a ts, in I,he multilateral climate chang pr t ss, and highlighting the mportance of strength
cJi~ate change eveals underlying vu 1\ r- bringing together the world's nati ns t up- in numbers, it must obilize on climate ac-
abilf.ties stemmi g from poo water g vr,r- port il common strategy to cut g ee use tion. Aided by data a knowledge shared by
na~ce, giving ris to calls for more sus Jin- ga

r
Jemissions. It is now the leadi g f e- key stakeholders, th public can take more

abl~ manage men of water. . wo k for key discussions and dialo ues. informed and effecti e individual ac.ion. In
f~ the Philipp nes, this is d monstrat in While the Science Based Target inlt ive the Philipp ines, initi tives like the British

varying access to water acros commun es, mOfbilizes the private sector to t e u ent Geological Survey's P i1ippine Grourdwater
wit; water secur ty threatene by a ran of cJi ate action by providing gui elin s on Outlook project, whic piloted borehore sen-
inte connected ressures in luding p u- ho to set ambitious targets to re uce is- sors in Pampanga pr .vince and no 10 City,
lati m growth, u banization, nd incre s ng siohs, consensus on water is pro ing re provide residents wit access ta aut omated
watfr pollution. his year's t erne for a Id eluf.ive. We need to take a similar app 0 ch and real-time monit ring of groundwater
Wa~er Day, "Ace lerating C ange,' re e ts to limate by building a stronger ons n us , levels and quality to encourage shared re-
the critical need or climate a: tion to ch on rameworks, goals, and guidelin s fo a- sponsibility in water anagement.
or ~~en exceed t e pace of C imate ch n e. ter, with nuances to reflect local ondi i ns While the SpG dr n up in 2015 have yet
Ho'1 do we incre se the pace f transitio an resources. The Water Actio Ag da, 'to be fully realized, it crucial that we don't

This remains p-ot-mind for me and 0 - a ain outcome of the conferenc is s to lose momentum, Wo~ d Water f)ay reminds
er attendees at thi week's Unit d Nations 23 acc Ierate progress by guiding bot go ~ n- us that by channeli the efforts .. gov-
Watrr Conference where key decision-m rs me ts and businesses to better m nag I a- ernment, business, a d individ ials toward
fro~ all fronts wi! come together to crea n ter nd tackle related challenges. addressing the water crisis, we can be the
agenda that "give our world's lifeblood t,he ~ . ~s well, the private sector must "wal he change we Went to se and collectively close
commitment it de erves," as noted by UN ec- al~' and embed water stewardshi in eir the gaps in other glob I challenges.
retary General tonic Guterres, What's. ~~- us nesses, by leveraging innov tion nd
coureging is that takeholders rID bring ~rJoll boration to achieve collectiv Ch-H~ -l-_o_f_G_ru_ndfos.
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ITED NATIONS WORLD WATER DjAY CELEBRATION:

A\I'ertln~la~IObal w!lter.
awarene s nd .pubhcipr.

BY RAYMOHD ••. tR'_DIING

\VATER- almostinfmitc
esleged with f. rob-

1c:ms of eecc • cre:anliness. and
sanitAuon. It s the most efflciene
of resources, 1(: to recycle and
regenerate i If through nU\lm

processes. E pomnon, CO:Il-

densetion, pr lclpltation, ground
water absorp on, conminmenr
and flow. It is possfbly the ,=asi-
est to get, yet bout 2.2 billion
people are d led clean. potable
and reliable '" ter daily.

In wae-rcr Ukiainc, as -he
snow is mel . g and dver.:; un:
streams are fi . g up, the t:lp
water faucets en't workinn und
there: is little r no access [0 dean
~rinking ware There arc millons
uf Ukrainians living in cities
besieged by R SSla'S unjust and
bruraf W2.(. 0 those, about half
are children, abk (0 acce-ssthe
basic necessiti $ of life. Rl,lh.ia's
anempeed a xation of Ircealne
has denied th Ukrainiansth.eir
right to clean rer.

Niger. the J est country In

\Vc:lt Africa. is also the one with
the least acces to clean, potable
water and also has one of the
'worst &anitatio systems in lh e
world. The co try j.!C; among the
\"'Orld~ poore:.; • as more than 40
percent of its pulaucn livr.:11
on leu than rb ee dollars :I cla ...
It is a prca.1omi a!lU)' agricuJrumJ
nation in muc need of water
but where the are frequent
"'·..Her shortage and droughts in
its arid, desert- ikc environmenr.
Nature has de: ied the Nigeriens
of their right t sat\: water.

But not cnf underdeveloped
countries {ace rer shortages If}
China and Indi water !lhorla~:es
and poor sanit Don continue:' ro
hound these! 'C:rfuleconomies.
Not only in th fu rural areas,
hut even arruds the prosperity of
its main crces, he lack of water
brings stress to the poPI1Jao(.On
and may emerg :l!': a major fi;od:d.
and economic u-eat.

According t the: Low}" Insu-
rete, across ~. an estimated
80-90 percent .( groundwater
ilt unfit for drin .nS, while half
of Its 2quifcrs tOO polluu:d to

tap foe industry 0
riV<;tW",nc:r,thc:x:
percent 2n •.12S pc
rl,·c1y.Ami althou
resources arc Abu nt, the are
distributc::d uneve y; somed es
unavailable to ma egions of
[he country. Fresh .' er sou ces
are also declining, n North
China. groundwar evels h ve
declined by a met c::ryea .
The aquifers that ly co ecr
water have cotlaps makih
them useless to sr wate!\. his
hRs triggered land ~ sidenc
and compromised aq~i£'
potential foe fUNt chuge Ne-
glect and lack of y h:a.5 ade
some citiz<:m; of i a Ion g
for a reliable sourc f w:atc .

W:a.tcr resource rdian
waeer.otg.r..-:pOrts a almos
fifty four percent nd.i~·s
billion people-c-ab 7<46~.I_
lion people-c--laek .ss to "fdy
managed househol anirari n
facilities. 99 millior pie ( bout
a sixth of the pop a 'on) hi.,

. access to safe ware vet S(
children in India e ehe ~e
of five die each da cauSley
cannot survive th~ h to a iar-
rhcal disease. Lack adeq ee
and eppropeiaee 10' used
contribute to the reuse
open dcfccsuon in .n '3.

In nearby San P 1) Cif)',.
Laguna ,he: locals II lamilli
a mineral waeer pia r swned
Nestle for dntinlng water
table and reducing cr avai
ability to reeidcms, spite ins
surrounded by seve shwa cr
lakes, the city cnrm raw cr
From the lakes beca these re
not recharged qwc nough
The CIC)' needs 45.0, ubic ers
a dOl)' and the local er dist cr
can onlj- supply 31. liters
dail}~ Tn2019.rheS ablo 'C}'
\'V.:atcr District decl a stat
of calarrury due: to ••. pcn~s

'ho"'g~ in water. su~, "Th.•" it)'sources Its water (, rcunowa-
rer which has not r 'techa, ed
b)' the rains, Parti!;. linea ip_.
vclvcd in business h ken a~y
water from its ri.L,>bt I wnc::~s

WalCr shortages, \.Infa~r
distribution of W2.tC d the
outright denial of w to th

WATER SITUATION IN
THEASEAN

The::Association of Southeast
Asian Nations ("SEAN) is facing
a growing water crisis due to a
combmadoe of f:lctor!\, induding
population growth, urbarli.zation,
industriafu:ation, and climate
change.

Some of me key challenges
that ASEAN countries arc facing
in regards. to werer management
include!

1. Uneven distribution of water
resources: The region experi-
enccs uneven distribution
of rainfall, with some areas
facing droughts while others,
suffer from floodin~ Thjs
makc3 it dlfflcult to manage
water resources effectively.

2. Wab:r pollution: Rapid indus-
trialization and urbanization J

have resulted in high IC\l1:15 of

4.
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ABOITIZAN,
~OURCES D LOPMENT

Reliable wa proctssing.
adequate Srot':lgc unimpeded
distribUtion are pareof Aboi.t:i:t:
levescnems in ter;

One; comp:m~ the Aboiciz
Group which. is so known as
a tcchc6ngiu~ e, is nctively
involved in adclJ sing the water
crisis in the Phili inca

The compan}\ subsidi:uy.
Aboitiz lnt"nlCapi has been
investing in \.\.'ater infmstrucnlrc
projl..'Coi to incrl..'a. e::access to cle-.m
and snfe W'Rter in e country.

Abuiriz Infrg, pita! hR.:r;

partne.:red with try Mt:tropolitan
Watcrwprks and::\vcrngc S)'Sts:m
(MWSS~ to dcv a m.'W wa.rer
supply ~oun;e, th Kaliwa Dam
projec.."t, which tU s to provide
an addition:u (,00 'Ilion litc.:n; of
W:'J.[c,.."t pbr d::wto ClrO Manila and
ncarby rrrovinccs. lC company
is also invol\"ed in he (tpcration
and m.1.ifltcnancc f the c.:xisting
'Water inFstruCtu . in the countr)',
including W'Atcr I rmcnt f:licilitics,
rcscrvolp. and pi ·lint .."5.

Mon:oV'cr. A ' ri;e h..-u also

:~~c~'?;~::ngal~~f6~~~eC}7;~e~~~':n~:~I~~n~c.!~~C:g
systems?" its f.tcJ\i'cs to n.-ducc
water com;umpti{r and has lx:.cn
pro.lnotihg w:ut't, )nsCl"\'Uti~n
prncric(..~ among i, cmplQYC ••." aod
custQtncrs.

In addition to
initiatiV'e~ A~ti·
bc.:cn nCbvcly Ul\'l

ing su~taiJ13bility
tOll protccLion. Thl
set targets to n:JJ . its grcc-nhou~c
gas cmlsll'ivru. nn~ la:!o been imple-
menting rt.'flcwabl (."OCrgy projects
to ('(.'\iu(lc jl$ rc.:li. c on fOSNl Cuds.

Ovc:nill, Aboi Group i, play-
jng an a~tive rule fu.klrCSl:ling
thc \"nler crisis in c Philippinc.:~
through im'Cstm~ " in \v:1ter
infrnstru;c!un:, p Iring ~";\ICf'

conservauon, :Ill tl.pporung
sustl1.i.flo,\~iJjry and vil'unm(.'flt;,l

prot\."CUjn ini'illUi' ~ to-

.ISTH~WATE; SHORTAGE
A GLQBAL E ERGENCY?
At thjS(lnr . t' time, jUfit ll.S

Ihc the J.o:rk1 ( S up from the.'
lockc.lowns.,wmt:r mrt.'1t;e h:u;
become a glob:,1 I 1t:l).,'"C!n( •.")' that i~
aJf\."CtinSiman)' p. 'of !he..'world.

:~!l~n~~~i~~;~u :fits!::d~~~~
!>.e\'cr-;U fact(lt:', ill ding pf)puln-
"on Hrowth, \.IJ'ba zadon. diw:l.tc.:
ch:mgc. and rollu n,

AccoroinA to . United Na~
dons, ~ 2025. )sr rwo-tllirds
of the world's po ladon could be
f.'lcing Warer sho i aJlll haLf

"f the WOrldjf'OPUlauon could b
liViJ.18 in i\[,C:0l of high W::U\.'1". steese
'\?:u"'r scare;.il . can ha,·C' sc.riou$$0
ciaJ, C.'C('lIlOm..i and c:n"in-.XUT\cnca
conseqcenc liuch as:
1. Impeces n public hl~th:

Lack of a cess to ru"JU'l water
and sanit .on can lead to the
spread of waterborne diseases
causing ~'II -ss and even death.
Food iQ; 't).; ,Valet $Cnrcit)
can 1clldt reduced. crop yield:
and 3gOCUlnun! productivity,
affecting rood production artd
causing f¥ shoreages,
Economi impacrs.: \~a«.'T
shonagcs disrupt btW-
nc~sope rions and reduce
economic ·rowth. particularly
in W.l'e;:!,~· lensive industries III
agricuJtur'tj and manufacturing
Envi['()n~cntaJ imp3Ctl':
\"(':lter $C city can 11:20 to t;h(
d~gr:.l.dtt. n of ~cosystems
and Ioss X biodhocrsif).·, as
well as ln teasing the risk of
wildfires d other naturnl
disasters.
To addres these cbaljengcs,

there is a flCC~ for cotlccnvc
action at- the Jpcal. regional, and
globallevels T. ~u:omote sustain-
able water m~n~gement practice
and ensure f;..~t:lble access to
water resour~s. This includes
investing in u tcr inml'tcu(;:
rure, promori g \Vater-efficient
~echnoJ~gics Ifld practices, and
Jmpro"mg w1crgovernance an,
policy Frame Irks.

OF TRACK
Although ~e water use ef-

ficiency \Vorld~vide rose hy abou
12/lCn:.COt. fh~ United Nations
sti1 ~ArS that t (.,. are "seriously
off-track to m ct Susmineble
De\1e:lormen~oal (SDG) 6:
water and ~:lr1i adon for all by
2030." The U sa}'~thac this
creates the si :u..ionwherrin
billions of pe~le and cocodess
schools. busin sses, heaIthcat.e
enters, farms and factories don
ave the safe ter and toilets
cy need.
StC'll..ciypro rC~$ has bappene,

ince 2019 tho gh. The assess-

.~e9n7t:!u%:~:s~ :~k;~;;A):qU1fet
xarnple, sho~ that. 60 pc::rcent

~a~~~~!::!:~!~";~~nWUe
eople, tht: Guf'tY of the water
:hc)' rely ~pon ':\ unknown owin
:0 a Jack of rn nilorin~

Det\~cn 20~5 a.nd 2020, the
'pub.rion wi~ I!:afcl)' m:mag....-u

!ian..imtioninased from 47pcr~
:eot (0 54 perc nt MXl the popuJa·
.on with accc. to handwashing

and wnte.c: in dl
)In 67 pc!rcent r

I pcrc(."11t_Ra~ of progress for
It:SC basic sc,,- ccs w()uld n\.~-dto
UOl<lrupJc fot' u Sw~'\I co",.·rab~t
tcnc:hcu by ).30.
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OSLO - Clima e scientists on
Monday appeale directly to ev-
eryone on the p flnet to sei e a
dwindling chanc to limit gl bal
warming to 1.5 egrees Cel ius
(2.7 Fahrenheit) r risk har ing
people living tod y and their e-
scendants for th usands ofye rs.

With graphic showing i di-
viduals - from b bies to pension-
ers - set to suffe ever more trpm
rising heat, the re ort by the u.~'l.'s

.Intergovernmen al Panel on li-
mate Change (IP C) gives a m re
personal twist t findings about
looming threats t an its past d-
ies directed at g rnments.

"There is a rap dly closing n-
dow of opportu ity to secur a
liveable and sus able future or
all," the report s d. "The choi s
an actions impl ment1~ in this
de de will have i pacts now fId
fo thousands of ears," it added,
po ting to long-t rmrisksliketle-
se . ication and i: ing sea levels.

.N. Secretar -General n-
t6 io Guterres w lcorned the ~-
po as a guide fo defusing w at
he ailed a tickin "climate ti e
boTb." "Our worl needs clim te
actIon on all fron s - everythi g,
everwhere, all at nee," he sai at
the report's launc .

. Governments ave fallen far
short of pledges i the 2015 Paris
Agreement to Ii heating of e
climate by shiftin off fOSSilfu Is,

amid crises including COVID-19,
R~' a's invasion of Ukraine, food
shp . ages and strained ties be-
twe n China and United States, the
top 0greenhouse gas emitters.

The IPCC summary for poli-
cymakers, condensing thousands

. of pages of climate science in
six mammoth reports published
since 2014, is sprinkled with ref-
ere~ces to healthier lifestyles,
su~ as cycling, walking and diets
ric in fruits and vegetables with
less high-carbon meat.

, ~alSO outlines "the surging
ris s to mental health from a
war ing climate.

e brought in the human side"
of c imate change, Hoesung Lee,
chall-of the IPCC, told a news con-
ferice, saying it was a major shift
sinp the last IPCC policy document
in 2 14which had few references to
in . .duaIs and tpeir behavior.

iterThorn, one of the IPCC
au ors, said it was time for ev-
er)( ne to accept a share of re-
spd sibility.

"We at all Ievels=-governments,
communities, individuals - have
made climate change somebody
elsr'~problem," he added.'. . '

T e report was approved after
a we k-long meeting of scientists
and governments in Interlaken,

, Switrerland, to negotiate the text.
~~ reiterates previous IPCC

findings that it is "unequivocal"

~ere1pd
UI•• ge 1.4 O( I

that hum is to blame for cli-
matech ~e.
,But f.abl 'rl in a difference

from e lier ~ports, it shows
"high" or "ve high': confidence
from scierti about the scale of
coming r sks nd the shrinking
opportun ies 1ladd'ress them .

The I CC ~lso appeals to

action to om at climate change
by shiftin to ean energy makes

, sense fdr ea ,and wellbeing,
in what d lega es said was partly

, an attem t to in over those who
doubt the scie ce or economics.

WALKlN~ ~YC ~G· , '
'~ccess il cIe energy and tech-
nologies p es health, espe-

'ciallyfor orne and children; low-
carbon IeIkct tion, walking,
cycling d p .c transport en-
hance air uali ,improve health,
employm nt pportunities and
deliver el'o/," e report said.

"The 90n ic benefits for
people' tealt~from air qual-
ity impro~~me ts alone would be
rOUghly~s e.cr possfblyeven
larger th th costs of reducing
or avoidin Ilemi~ions," it added.

It said he p ~et has warmed
by'l.IoC bo pre-Industrial
times an track to breach
1.50C - a old for'ever more. 1 Idisastro cts - between
2030 an current trends.

The Paris Agreement seeks to
limit warming to "well below" 2°C
while "pursuing efforts" for 1.5°C.·

"Limiting warming to 1.-oC and
2°C involves rapid, deep and in
most cases immediate greenhouse
gas emission reductions." the re-
port said, warning that overshoot-
ing1.5°C could trigger impacts such
as an irreversible thaw of ice sheets
that would push up sea leve .

One illustration in the report
shows ~ow risks - including
droughts, fires, sea level rise and
heatwaves - will climb steadily
during a person's lifetime. .

A colored background shows
low risks with a cool blue through
beige and orange and endi g with
red and purple at the hottest,
riskiest future in the second half
of the century.

Someone born in 1950, for in-
stance, is shown living mostly in
a benign beige, for instance, only
facing an orange level of risk in
2020, while holding a walking
stick at '70. A baby seen crawling
in 2020 will quickly move from or-
ange to a lifetime of red 311dpurple
risks as they age to 70 in 2090.
- Thomson Reuters FOlmdation

,lit_ -..;~

II,I!)Read the fit. storyllYscalV1ing
_. • the OR code with \NJur

$I11<Ytphone o("by tlPing the linkI!l ,:~ <blt.Iy/lPCC032223>
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By SE H BORENSTEIN &

FR NK JORDANS
The Associated Press

ERLI -Humanity still h s
a cha ce, close to the las , .
to pre ent the worst of ell-

ate change s future harms, a t
United Nati ns panel of scientis s

I

S[idMOnday
But doin so requires quick

s ashingnear ytwo-thirdsofcarbo
P1ollutionby 035, the Intergover _
Ifental Pane on Clima e Chang
srid. The Uni ed Nations chief sai
i~more blunt ,calling fo an end t
new fossil fu 1 explorati nand fo
rich countrie to quit coal, oil an
gis by 2040,

"Human it is on thin ice - an
t1at ice is me ing fast," United Na
tipns Secret ry-General Antoni
G~terres said, "Our world needs cli

Jate action 0 all fronts - every
t ing, everyw ere, all at once."

Steppingu his pleasfor action 0

folsil fuels, G terres called for rie
c1untries to a celerate their targe
forachievingn t zero emissions to asearlyas2040,a ddevelopingnations
to aim for 20 O-about a' decade
.earlier than ost current targets,
He also called r them to stop using
coal by 2030 a d 2040, respectively,
and ensure c bon-free electrricity
generation in he developed world
byj2035,meani gno gas-fired power
plants either,

'~
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hinice'
ate report

•arrnng
extinction, including coral ree ~,ir
reversible melting of ice sheet an
sea level rise of several meters (sev
eral yards),

"1.5 is a critical criticallimit far
ticularlyforsmallislandsandm un
tain(communities)whichdepe ~o
glaciers," said MukherjL

"The window is closing if iiS-
sions are not reduced as quick as
possible," Johnson said in an i ter-
view."Scientistsareratht;ralar ed."

Manyscientists, including at east
three co-authors, said hitting 1. fle-
grees is inevitable.

"Weare pretty much locked r,to
1.5:' said report co-author lte
Meinshausen, a climate scie ist
at the University of Melbourn in
Australia. "There's very little ay
Wewill be able to avoid crossin 1.5
C sometime in the 2030s " but the
bigissue iswhether the tempera jre
keeps rising from there or stabili es.

Guterres insisted "the 1.5-de tee
limit is achievable." Science p riel
chief Hoesung Lee said so fal! ~e
world is far off course.

If current consumption and ro-
duction patterns continue, Lees td,
"the global average 1.5 degrees t T-
perature increase will be seen so e-
time in this decade."

Scientists emphasize that he
world or humanity won't end s d-
denly if Earth passes the 1.5-deg ~e
mark. Mukherji said "it's not a if
it's a cliff that we all fall off." ut
an earlier IPCCreport detailed h w
the harms-including even nast «j;r
extreme weather-are much wo se
be ond 1.5 degrees of warming,

---- -
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te is keybecause na ions
to comeup with goa s for

pollution eduction by2035, ac ord-
ing to the Paris climate agree ent.
Atte.r.con entious debate, the, .N, "ItisGertainlyprl!ldent!t(J)~epl
sciencere ortapproved Sunday on- ning for a future that's warmer t
cluded th ttostayunderthew rrn- 1.5degrees,"saidIPCCrepor (rev w
ingllmit s t in Paris the worldn eds editor Steven Rose,an econ ~is I t
to cut 60 ercerit of its greenh use the ElectricPowerResearchI stit e
gas emiss ons by 20 5, comp red in the United States. 1\
with 2019 adding a new targe not If the world continues to rse
previousl mentioned'nsix;prevous the fossil fuel-powered inf str
reports is ed since 2 18, tureeitherexistingnoworpr ros

"The c oices and actions i ie- Earth will warm at least 2 ~gr s
mented in his decade will have im- Celsius since pre-industrial im
pacts for housands of years," the the report said. j
report sai ,calling climate ch nge Because the report is ba ed
"a threat t human well-being nd data from a few years ago, e c
planetary ealth." culations about fossil fuel p oje ~

"Weare at on the right track but already in the pipeline do ot I
it'snot tool te,"saidreport co-au or elude the increase in coal an ra
and water cientist Aditi Muk~, rji. ral gas use after Russia'sinva r=
"Our inte ion is really a mess ge Ukraine. It comes a week af er t
of hope, an not that of doomsd y." BidenAdministration in the Init I.

With th world only a fewten hs States approved the huge ill
of a degree away from the glob lly oil-drilling project in Alaska, hi , '.-:::,I:\.

acceptedgo loflimitingwarmin to couldproduce up to 180,0'00 ~rr '
1.5degrees elsius(2.7degreesFa ir- of oil a day. ' I '
enheit) sin e pre-industrial ti es, The 'report highlights th di
scientistsst essedasenseofurge cy. parity between rich nations, hi
The goal w s adopted '\S part of he causedmuch of the problemb f.au
2015 Paris climate agreement nd carbon dioxide emissions fr r i
.theworldh salreadywarmed1.1 e-' dustnalizanon stay in the i f
greesCelsiu (2degreesf'ahrenhJ t). more than a century, and
. This is li elythe lastrarning he countries that get hit harder r e
Nobel Peac Prize-wi ning coll c- treme weather. Residents of ~or
ionofscien istswIllbe bletom e climate-vulnerablenations are 'upt

about the 1. markbecausetheirn xt 15 times more likelyto die in od,
set of repor s may weIl come af er droughts and storms," Leesai
Earth has ither passed the m k If the world is to achieveIi
Er is locked into exceeding it so n, mate goals, poorer countriesed
feveral scie tists, including rep rt three-to-six times increasein f van
-authors, tal The Associated Pres . cialhelp to adapt to a warmer forl
I After 1.5 degrees "the risks a e and switch ~onon-polluting et1~rg
rtarting to ile on," said report c - Lee said. Countries have ma [ fi
jiuthorFranc sX.Johnson,aclima e, nancial pledges and promises of
landandpoli yscientistattheStoc - damage compensation fund. f; ian
holm Envir nment Institute. T e Maisonnave in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, (i trib
report men ions "tipping point " uted tothis report. Borenstein reporte
around thatemperatur~ of sped s Kensington, Maryland.
t............................................................. . .
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hubs set to shift

Emissions.f om a po~ plant chimn YfiSe overlUlaanbaatar, Mongolia. (Reuters

wi~ several key countries inclu _
ing India, Indonesia, and Nigeri ,
these regions will boost their colle _
tiveconsumption of primaryener
su~plies - which includes transpo t
fuels - by nearly 60 percent throug
20£0, according to DNV data.
this collective rise in energy us

ac~oss emerging Asia and lowe
Aftica-will more than offset th
ex~ected contraction in energ
consumption in China, Europ
and North America through 205
DNV data shows.
Combined primary energy use'

the Indian subcontinent, Southeas
Asifi and Sub-Saharan Africa .
gr~\v from roughly 115,000 peta
jotifes in 2023 to nearly 194,00
pe~jOuleS by 2050, an expansio
of ore than 78,000 petajoules.

ver the same period, China
E~pe and North America ar
exp cted to trim their collectiv
ene gy use from around 326,000
pet Ij9ules to 250,000 petajoules,
or Hyaround 76,000 petajoules.
Tjius means that global energy

consumption will continue to grow

r~ :-2050, d spi~
efforts of current energy SI-

n leaders to reduce energy se by
d-century, DNV data sho
n addition to g owing 0 erall
ergy use, most Asian an Af-
an countries will remain ver-
elmingly reliant on fossil fuels
at least the next decade, e to

I slow toll olft 01; green e ergy
: underdeveloped elect icity
ds that will struggle to ac om-
date intermittent rene able

I rgy supplies.
i his will likely result in a wid-

e ng in the numb r of avy
e I issions hubs from main y in

ina and South A~ia curren }'lO
ts of Southeast Asia and 1 wer
-ca, undermining efforts t cap
ution totals in all areas.
outh Asia's largest econ
-a, is expected t~~rely on
tal gas and oil Jm more
percent of pri ~ary en rgy

n ds through 2040, after w ich
, wind and other clean en rgy
lies will emerge liS the d mi-
t sources of power, - He ers
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