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DENR urges swift
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Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Antonla Loyzaga
and British Ambassador to the Philippines Laure Beaufils signed
the Partnership Agreement on Climate Change and Environment,
which lays the groundwork for deeper collaboration between the
Philippines and the UK towards enhancing climate resilience and
protecting and conserving the environmant.

he urgency for
effective climate
action by all levels
of government
and other stakeholders has
become even more pressing,
according to the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), in light of
the new report released by the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC).

IPCC, the world’s official
body for the assessment of
climate change, recently
released its synthesis report
confirming that humans are
unequivocally increasin
greenhouse gas (GHG
emissions to record levels.

Unless immediate actions
are taken, the latest IPCC
report said losses and
damages will continue to
increase in the future, putting
the most vulnerable people
and ecosystems at risk.

The synthesis report was
finalized by the IPCC during
its 58th Session held in
Interlaken, Switzerland from
March 13 to 17.

In a statement delivered
on behalf of the Philippine
delegation, DENR
Undersecretary Analiza
Rebuelta-Teh said the report
will be crucial in shaping

g

climate action in

March 22

evidence-informed decisions
and actions, particularly for
developing and vulnerable
countries.

The report highlighted the
need to accelerate climate
action and adaptation
measures. To limit global
warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial
levels, the report stated that
deep, rapid, and sustained
reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions will be required
across all sectors.

In its intervention during
the week-long p. session,
the Philippine delegation
supported the inclusion of
emissions avoidance in the

report as a recognition of
risk- and outcomes-based
approaches to curb GHG
emissions with the use of
the best available non-GHG
emitﬁng}f:lajchnologies.

The Philippines also backed
the inclusion of green and blue
infrastructure, which helps
reduce risks from extreme
weather events.

TAKING
ENVIRONMENT AND
CLIMATE PARTNERSHIP

TO NEW HEIGHTS

Recently, the Philippines,
through the DENR,
renewed talks on climate
and environment issues with

the United Kinﬁdom ( U,!()r

response to IPCC report

By FRANZ LEWIN EMBUDO

Secretary Antonia Loyzaga, designated head of the Philippine
delegation by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., during the 2023
United Nations (UN) Water Conference in New York Clty last
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The agreement lays the
groundwork for a deeper

~collaboration between the

agreement, the Philippines

Philippines and the UK and the UK agreed on a joint
towards enhancing climate work plan that served -jas a
resilience, driving down global guide in identifying priority
emissions, and protecting and amsofeoﬂaboraﬁonf;ﬁl’eb.
restoring the environment 10, 2022.

Moreover, both countries - COMMITTING TO
committed to working A GLOBAL WATER
together to deliver shared RESILIENCY AGENDA'
priority objectives: enhancing The Philippines also
the resilience of respective committed to accelerate action

economies, ecosystems, and
communities; accelerating
clean energy transition;

mobilizing climate finance; -

and driv 1‘!3 an inclusive,
cross-sectoral collaboration to

climate and disaster risk

assessment to de-risk

investment and accelerate

towards attairling universal,
adequate, affordable, and
equitable access to safe
dginki ing water and sanitation
services during the 2023
United Nations (UN) Water

i g A Conference in New York City.

from COP27, UN Biodiversity el geospatial

. Cm-ﬂ,u. ‘e:_ ,,,,,]me :n % treal, and i database to achieve cross-

Sk T o ing development goals, de-
UN Water Conference is cutting nt goals,

g‘\:_ﬁeédforacomprehemive risk investments, and improve

water resource management
down to the community level.
President Ferdinand

: 7 Marcos Jr. has also directed
;fmmgmamg the creation of the Water
DENR Secretary Antonia g‘%’n"Mmo“ Mar dlagenthlent Office
Loyzagasaid. > o apel uglo de; : I:a?Ev?iIIti

li Byl_t_akmg allash;:ka{gvﬁ integrate the functions of all
aga added that countries ag:nngii:swith!watar—.zelated

‘as the Philippines have R o b '
ﬁecho;spg;:unity to address Loyzaga ad_ded. that
st Bt il vertical integration is also
s oyt being pursued to ensure the

OnNov. 27,2020, thefirst PH- alignment of local governmen
UK CCE ip deal was Waten related. poljciabitiia
sealed, serving asa platform to actions with the Philippine
facilitate discussions on shared Development Plan.

riorities on climate change ; S 3

the two governments, wiglm:
WWM solutions, and

In the second partnership

SuAR®
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wrough the British Embass

m&uﬁng the 3rd UK-

PH Climate Change and

Environment Dialogue.
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o say it's been hot everywhere the past few
days is an understatement.
~ The fact is, sweltering temperatures
have been experienced in various parts of
the country for a while, with the highest observed
lmat index of 49°C recorded in San Jose, Occidental
, on March 25.
* On Thursday, April 20, Dagupan City in Pangas-
inan and the Ninoy Aquino International Airport in
Pasay City registered a 43°C heat index.
A day earlier, the following areas experienced
heat indices of 42°C or higher: Aparri, Cagayan
46“(:) Dagupan City, Pangasinan (46°C); Ca-
n, Aurora (45°C); Catarman, Northern Samar
(43°C); Butuan City, Agusan del Norte (42.“!2 ;
City, Davao del Sur (42°C); Di
del Norte (42°C); Guiuan, Ea:
Masbate City, Masbate (42°
Mindoro (42°C); and Sangley I
According to the Philippine
physical, and Astronomical Ser

(PAGASA), heat indices between 42°C and 51°C carry

impending “danger” as “heat c:amps

1

Thailand's Meteorological Department told Tomorrow

Climate change: Act
now before it's too late

Agence France-Presse that temperatures hit a

record-equaling 44.6°C in the western province of

Tak on April 15, while Bangladesh’s temperatures
hit 40.6°C—the highest recorded since the 1960s.
The United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, in its 6th Assessment Report, said
“human activities, principally through emissions

of greenhouse gases, have unequivocally caused

global warming” and warned that “every incre-

- ment of global warming will intensify multiple and

concurrent hazards.”

To address climate change, the UN panel called
for “rapid and far-reaching transitions across all
sectors and systems to achieve deep and sustained

) .emissions reductions and secq;:e a liveable and
§2 -sustﬁnable future fm: all pi

ciety approach to address climate
necessary if we are determined to avoid

'& its catastrophic effects. Everyone—irom
. < wn to the private sector and to
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‘Recycling coalition steps up

on zero-waste

B DENR officials, led by Undersecretary Juan Miguel Cuna (center), hold

commitment

up the PARMS EPR Program plan presented by PARMS President Crispian
Lao at this year's 22nd signing anniversary of the Ecological Solid Waste ;

Man_agem'a'nt Act. PEITEFR_OMEAREA_S _

THE Philippine Alliance of Recycling

and Materials (PARMS), an industry-
wide nonstock and nonprofit coalition
of stakeholders across the supply and
waste value chain, laid out plans to step
up their Zero Waste to Nature roadmap,
which aims to implement up-to-date
sustainable practices and systems across
the industry and the country to reduce,
collect and recycle waste.

This declaration of commitment,
which was first announced in 2020, was
reaffirmed in PARMS' recent gathering
for the 22nd Signing Anniversary of
Republic Act (RA) 9003.

RA 9003, or the “Ecological Solid
Waste Management Act of 2000, man- -
dates a necessary policy framework;.
institutional mechanisms and mandate
to the local government units (LGUs)
to achieve 25-percent waste reduction
through establishing an integrated solid
waste management plan based on 3Rs
— reduce, reuse and recycle,

The two-day conference recently held
in Quezon City discussed the new Ex-
tended Producers RA 11898, explaining
how enterprises are mandated to divert
a certain percentage of their verifiable
plastic footprint year on year.

“In 2023, we mark the start of the
Extended Producers Responsibility
(EPR) journey had\m?ngimt-ﬁ!e .
Philippines,” said Comrﬁt’s_ﬁoner Crispian
Lao, vice chairman of the National Solid
Waste Management Commission and

~ the founding president of PARMS.

In 2020, PARMS also announced
Tero Waste to Nature: Ambition 2030
to reduce, collect and recycle waste
with the 2025 sustainable packaging
commitments,

Other industry partners include
Plastic Credit Exchange (PCX) and Basic.
Environmental Systems & Technologies

. Inc. (BEST) also showcased their pro-

grams to aid in post-consumer plastic
collection.
“With the commitment and support
.of the government, private sector, civil
society and NGOs (nongovernmental
“organizations), we can kick-start plastic-
waste circularity while investing in the
waste sector and its many workers and
groups.” Lao highlighted the opportunity
for green jobs. -
“We need to change the mindsets
fundamentally about plastics and
focus where plastic streams are seen:
as a resource with value. Only with this
value proposition is realized, we will
see positive change,” said Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
Secretary Toni Loyzaga in her keynote
address during the conference, as read
by Undersecretary Juan Miguel Cuna.
“We look forward to the successful
implementation of the new EPR Act, and
as we continue to harmonize our efforts:
in reducing the country’s plastic waste
to achieve plastic neutrality.”
THE MANILA TIMES
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Hope foramild
El Nino expenence

AST month, when it became clear that the Philippines
will experience the effects of the periodic El Nino cli-
mate phenomenon this year, we issued an urgent call
to the government to act meedxately to prepare for it, as
the El Nifio typically brings near—drought conditions that
threaten our water supphes It is encouragmg to be able to
report that the warnings have been taken seriously; while we
may not completely escape the ill effects of the El Nifio, the
steps. taken by the government so far seem to have at least
ensured that those effects 2 re-not a foregone conclnsum and
will be less s&ressﬁﬂﬁigmhgy could be.

E‘ﬁa'&'ﬂﬂmisml

Pacific, a natural.cycle that according to climate scientists is
intensifying due to global warming. It typically causes drier
weather in the Ph1llppmes, and can lead to drought condi-
tions;. it also usually results in fewer, though more intense
tropical storms for a period of time that mayﬁasg from a few
months up to a year or more.

The agency thaw i}? has the biggest role to play in
ensuring that have adequate water supplies through
the upcoming dry spell is the Local Water Utilities Authomy
(LWUA), whose recently appomted ‘administrator, lawyer
Vince Revil, took time out from his busy schedule to share
LWLUA's plans in an interview at The Manila Times on Thurs-
day. LWUA is responsible for overseeing and snpgomng the
water districts — a total-of 532 of them — in the country
aamde of the greater Metro Manila area, where water manage-
ment is under the jurisdiction oftheMetropohtan Watenmxks
and Sewerage System,

Steps being taken by LWUA mclude carrymg out an inven-
tory of the country’s water supplies in order to identify po-
tential trouble spots, directing the individual water districts
to implement their conservation plans and coordinating with
other agencies such-as the National Irrigation Administra-
tion, Department of Public Works and Highways and the
Department of the Interior and Local Government to identify
potential additional sources of water and coordinate efforts
to see that distribution needs are met. . . -

- Revil expressed confidence that the measures hemg undenak
en would get the country through the El Nifio period, pointing
out that it is not an unfamiliar situation because it occurs every
few years. However, he also stressed that his agency and the
country at large cannot be complacent, and that everyone has a
role to play by using water wisely and practicing conservation.

- 'LWUA's response to the El Nifio comes on the heels of
other significant action taken by the government, includ-
ing the formation of a Water Management Resources Office
through an executive order at t. ‘of last month and the
creation of an “El'Nifio team” under the. Nationa] Disaster
Risk Reductlou amiManagemenf Council.

F o =

7
The El Nifio i isa recurrmgdunate phenomenon thatis char-!
acterized by an increase in ocean temperature in the eastern.

the above are temporary measures, ‘However, which to—
the credit of LWUA's Revil and other istration officials, -
are clearly understood and regarded as such. Longer-term,
sustamable solutions are badly negdzd in particular the coor-
" dination of water resources and use that can be achieved with
the creation of a Cabinet- level Department of Water, A strong
push to create this depanmem has been supported for several
 years by all concerned — even agencies such as LWUA, which
-might actually disappear under a new départment — except for
Congress, which has endlessly and irresponsibly delayed action
on the measure, making only empty promises to prioritize it.
 In the meantime, LWUA is doing what it can to fully exercise

“its mandate and. _ensure water security. Administrator Revil

highlighted an ambitious plan by his agency to invest some P25
billion to expand water supply and sanitation throughout the
country, targeting an increase of 45 percent in the number of
households with water connections by 2028. However, it will
need resources to do that; some may come from outside sources,
such as official development assistance from other countries,
but ultimately, the biggest responsibility will lie with those who
hold the purse strings here. We certainly hope that administra-
tion policymakers and our easily distracted lawmakers can be
made to see the value of making the i investment.
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DOH monitoring water quality in OrMin

By MARTIN SADONGDONG

The Department of Health (DOH)
is monitoring the quality of drinking
water in Oriental Mindoro amid the
massive oil slick in the province that
has since spread to other areas.

This was among the develop-
ments reported by the National Task
Force (NTF) Mindoro, an inter-agency
group created to address the impacts
of the oil slick chaired by the Office of
Civil Defense (OCD), during a coordi-
nation meeting on Thursday, April 20,
attended by member-agencies.

The meeting was presided over by
Undersecretary Ariel Nepomuceno,
OCD administrator, at the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council (NDRRMC)
Operanms(:e:ﬁmcampmnnaldg
Quezon City.

Itwas attended by representatives
from the Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR) and -

Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), co-
chairs; and member-agencies DOH,
Deparment of the Interior and Local
Government (DILG), Department
of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD), Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA), Department of
Agriculture (DA), Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP), Philippine National

Police (PNP), Bureau of Fire Protection
(BFP), and Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR). }

Officials of the RDC Reield Marine -

Services (owner of MT Princess
Empress), Harbor Star (onshore
contractor), and P&I Correspondent
Aqueous Inc. (insurance company)
also attended the meeting.

During the meeting, it was bared
that the DOH has been monitoring the
quality of drinking water in Oriental
Mindoro following the sinking of

motor tanker M/T Princess Empress
off Naujan town on Feb. 28 and the
consequent leakage of 800,000 liters
of industrial fuel oil it was carrying.

“Reporting on the quality of wa-
ter, the Department of Health said
that it will continue surveillance of
drinking water sources and exposed
individuals, and conduct health im-
pact assessment along with the is-
suance of regular health advisories,”
Assistant Secretary Bernardo Rafaelito
Alejandro IV, OCD deputy adminis-
trator for operations, said on Friday,
April 21.

Asituational report released by the
NDRRMC on Friday said at least 208
individuals suffered from different
illnesses in the municipality of Pola
since the oil_ spill occurred in Oriental
Mindoro.

Thesymptoms experienced by the
patients ranged from abdominal pain,

 chest pam, IMr bowel movement

(LBM), and vomiting, among others,
but all of them have a!readyrecavemd.

" However, it has yet to be confirmed

whether these symptoms were con-
nected to the quality of the drinking
water in the area.

“The DOH and the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
are set to release another joint state-
ment early next week on the wa-
ter quality in certain areas of Puerto
Galera,” Alejandro added.

Alejandro noted that the DOH has -
already provided “health commodi-

ties, supplies, and services” to the af-
fected areas.

The oil spill has affected a total of
40,897 families or 193,436 individ-
uals in Oriental Mindoro, Palawan,
Antique, and Batangas as of April 21.

Oil spill response
Meanwhile, Alejandro said that

DA-BFAR will provide a complete
set of data results on fish testing in
oil spill-affected areas by the second
week of May.

The BFAR banned fishing activi-
ties and cautioned communities on
the dangerous pollutants found in
fish samples.

The DSWD also reported dur-
ing the meeting that it has provided
more than $262.3-million worth of
assistance to the affected communi-
ties. The aid came in the form of fam-
ily food packs, non-food items, and
cash assistance.

The PCG said that it will continue
its joint shoreline surveys and analy-
sis of the findings of remotely oper-
ated vehicle (ROV) during underwa-
ter inspections to drain the leaking oil
from M/T Princess Empress.

The DENR presented a list of
programs based on its oil spill re-
covery plan harmonization activ-
ity which will be turned over to the
National Economic and Development
Authority (NEDA) and OCD to enable
communities to immediately get back
up from the setbacks caused by the
incident.

On international assistance,
Alejandro said that the DEA has been
coordinating with France after it ex-
pressed commitment to help in the
oil spill response.

' The DFA was also in contact with
the United States governiment to re-
quest the standards required for the
fingerprinting of the oil and explore
ways whether it can be included in
the diplomatic pouch for the call for
international assistance.

0il spill fingerprinting and
matching is important for oil cjas-
sification to determine whether oil
samples collected in certain areas
match with the source of the oil spill.
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Frasco: Apart from
P.Galera, Mindoro
has more attractions

By Othel V. Campos and Rio N. Araja

MID concerns on water quality in certain areas of Puerto
Galera, Oriental Mindoro, Tourism Secretary Christina Garcia
rasco urged tourists to explore other attractions in the island

- apart from swimming and water sports, Meanwhile, advocates,

| supporters, and other sectoral representatives have joined residents
within the Verde Island Passage (VIP) in Batangas and formed a
human boom in observance of Earth Day, seeking justice over the oil
spill that has poisoned the sea waters around the island.

Frasco noted that while the Department
of Health (DOH) and the Department

of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) advised against consumption
of water in some areas of Puerto Galera,
the DOH in a subsequent annouricement,
advised travelers to tempcranly avoid
recreational seaborne activities in areas
affected by the oil spill. :

“We wish to highlight the piethora of
offermgs that this beautiful town and
province has to offer, particularly to
nature lovers and adventure seekers.
Paramount of course is the safety of
tourists while giving importance to the
need to balance the life and livelihood
of the people,” Frasco said.

She said tourists could go clmb Mt.
Malasimbo or enjoy the scenic Tama
raw waterfalls and other attractions in
the area, including the Galera Mangrcve
Conservation and Ecotourism Area, and
the Iraya Mangyan Village. '

There are other cities and munici-
palities in Oriental Mindoro that also
have a wide range of tourism offer-
ings. Tourists can explore the riverside
and go on picnic at the Infinity Farm
in Baco which just takes an hour land
travel from Puerto Galera, or go on a

food crawl in Calapan City or visit sites

such as the Silonay Mangrove Conser-
vation Ecopark and Omntaf Mindoro

Heritage Museum, Frasco said.

Visitors were also encouraged to go
walking, biking, or jogging around Nau-
jan Lake; trek to Talon Falls, or see the
famed heritage houses in Pola; and go on
a culinary tour in Pinamalayan.

The DOT, Frasco said, adheres to the
recommendations of the DENR and the
DOH with respect to tourism activities
that should be allowed in the island given
the current oil spill event.

The DOT, she added, is ready to assist
affected tourism workers and front-liners
should the destination be closed or tour-
ism activities be suspended.

“In addressing the needs of tourism
stakeholders, we look not only at the
primary fourism enterprises but also
the secondary enterprises as well as the
entire tourism value chain involved in-
cluding all of the informal and indirect
employment generated in the areas like
the vendors, for instance, the boat men,
the pasalubong makers, the dive shops,
divers, among others,” Frasco said.

The DOT provides training and liveli-
hood programs, as well as other forms of
assistance in partnership with the Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment (DOLE)
to equip qualified beneficiaries with al-

ternative means of livelihood as tourism- |

related activities continue to be affected
by the oil spill crisis in the province.
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Group wants justice
for oil spill victims
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YOR archipelagic states like the

Philippines, oil spills happen
in many different ways. The re-
cent (Feb. 28, 2023) MT Princess
Empress oil spill in the waters of
Oriental Mindoro was preceded
bﬂi‘.};najor spills such as the oil
spills in Cavite (2001); Semirara
(2005); Guimaras (2006); Cebu
and Manila Bay (2013); and II-
-o:]e (2013 and 2020).

Wbat is an oil spill? ?

Qll spill is a type of pollution
that occurs when liquid petro-
leum hydrocarbon is released
into the environment, particu-
larly the marine environment. -

How do oil spills occur?

qﬂ spills can result from a)
e 0il being released from
cers, offshore platforms,
Hing rigs as well as from
ined petroleum products
2., gasoline and diesel); b)
avier fuels used by big ships
i bunker fuel; or c) the spill
any oily waste or garbage. -

Do oil spiﬂs happen oniyby
ace ti ent?
hile natural catastrnphes
like 9ﬁyph(awcr'l:ls result in oil spills,
people also illegally dump used
oil linto oceans, so they will not -
spend money in decomposing
used oil. Oil spills can also hap-
when oil leaks off a ship dur-
ééﬁxe}mgoperamns, tankers
rurmmg aground or problematic
drilling operations. Intentional
acts committed by warring coun-
tries can also lead to oil spills.
How does oil spill affect the

emgpment?

Primer on oil spills

AMBASSADORS'
CORNER

AMADO S.
TOLENTINO JR.

Qil spills are extremely detri-
mental to marine mammals and
birds as well as to fish, shell-
fish and corals. Feathers of birds
lose their capacity to repel water,
leaving them vulnerable to the
elements. When trying to clean
themselves, many birds and mam-
mals swallow oil which is poison
to their system. Oil can render

" birds blind while dehydration
‘and intestinal dysfunction result

after il consumption. Needless to

say, oil destroys corals which take

‘many years to grow and function
as protectors of marine species.
Additionally, exposureto ol spills

has adverse effects on human health,
including liver and brain damage as

well as respiratory and renal prob-
lems. Spills can also contaminate
food sources, poisoning the fragile
chain of food for humans. .

- How should we get ready for
oil spills?

Governments and the oil sector
must have strategies in place in
the event of an oil spill. In this re-
gard regular spill response train-
ing is a must. Small spills can

be managed locally. larger spills

nationally while major spills
require international response.
Mechanical methods such as
booms and skimmers are used
for containment and skimming.
Slummﬂs, whlch are adapted

boats, skim the oil off the surface
of the water while booms, which
are floating physical barriers,
prevent oil from spreading. Man-
ual cleanup campaigns are often
used when oil spills are close
to the shoreline and deterrents
such as floating dummies and
balloons are used to keep wildlife
away from the affected area.

For individuals, educating one-

self, the family and the community

about the danger of oil spills can
help spread awareness and lessen
their negative impacts on the en-
vironment. In fact, individuals
have an immediate role in helping
clean up an oil spill depending

‘on the amount of time it takes for

the cleanup team to reach the spill
site, the type of oil, the type of
ghoreline and the possnblhty of eco-
catastrophe or a major upset in the
balance of nature, especially when
caused by the intervention of man.
Alocal crew can attempt to confine
and skim the oil if they can get to a
spill in the shortest time possible. It

- is more difficult to clean up oil after

it spreads out or hits the shoreline.

What are the Philippine
government agencies that are
involved in oil spills?

The following are among the
Philippine government agencies
most involved in oil spills: Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources(to safeguard the security
of the environment and to exert best
efforts during extensive oil spills);
Department of Health(to provide
necessary assistance to those who
reside in and around oil spill areas

in regard to their safety and health
concerns); Depariment of Science
and Technology (to offer techno- |
logical solutions for the prevention .
and cleanup of large scale oil spill);
Department of Tourism (10 guaran-
tee tourists’ safety from oil spills); .
and the Department of Education
(to inform the public of the best
guide to stop an extensive oil spill). -

The relevant Bureaus are: Eco-
system Research and Develop-
ment Bureau(to ensure ecosystem
balance despite ffects of oil leaks .
and determine how improve-
ments can be achieved after the -
oil spill); Environmental Manage-
ment Bureau(to ensure effective
management of the environment
during emergencies); and the
Biodiversity Management Bureau
(to ensure prmtcuun of declared,

“protected areas” during spills as

well as safety of marine life in the
sea or ocean covered by the spill.

Other government agencies:
Philippine Coast Guard (to en-.
force Philippine laws, carry out
maritime security and safeguard
the environment and marine life);
Marine Environmental Protec-,
tion Command (2 division of the
Philippine Coast Cuard that hosts
the National Operation Center for
il Pollution. It is the point of
contact for oil spill response and
operations. It acts as the national
on-the-scene command and has
the autherity to request assistance
of foreign governments.

This primer was done with the
assistance of Ms. Shazynay Pitogo.
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Maynilad Water Services Inc. has suspended prolonged service
interruptions in its concession area, following the additional
allocation granted by the National Water Resources Board
(NWRB). Maynilad head of corporate communications Jen-
nifer Rufo on Thursday said the suspension was effective on
April 18 for areas served with water coming from Angat Dam.
The suspension covers some portions of Caloocan, Malabon,
Navotas, Valenzuela, Pasay, Manila, Parafaque and Quezon
cities in Metro Manila. Earlier this week, the NWRB approved
an additional allocation of 2 cubic meters per second to allow
more water to flow into Maynilad’s service area. Rufo noted,
however, that service interruptions would continue in parts of
Cavite City, Rosario and Noveleta in Cavite province, as well
as Las Pifias City in Metro Manila, to give way to “intensified
cleaning” of filters in the Putatan water treatment plants.
—MEG J. ADONIS
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Water Ievels Ih 5 daﬁ\s co‘ntinue

By BELLACARIASO

The water kwei of Angat Dam, the

physmal and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) reported
1 that the water level of Angat Dam de-

' creased by 0.25 centimeters to 196.86

previous level of 197.11 m.

Amid the continuous reduction
observed in the level of Angat Dam, it
is only 9.26 m away from its rule curve

elevation of 187.60 m, the level required
o LIS 1n fanctiont

To address the water interruphon

atmn of

approved t,he qopdlhmal
52 cubic meters per second until May.
Turn to Page 4

Wa*ter

meters at 6 a.m. yesterday from its

e Y -

|M

mei’age1

NWRB Executive Director Se-
villo David Jr. said the conditional
approval of the allocation for the
two water concessionaires is d

dent on whether they will be able”

to fulfill their commitments, which
include water augmentation and
conservation efforts.

The NWRB and the Metropolitan
Manila Waterworks and Sewer.
System (MWSS) have assured
public that Angat Dam will be able
to supply the water requirement in
Metro Manila and other provinces
until December.

Angat Dam supplies more than
90 percent of Metro Manila’s pota-
ble water needs and provides irriga-
tion to 25,000 hectares of farmlands
in Bulacan and Pampanga.

Meanwhile, the water level of La

; MeeaDamalao&mase&W 19

m&om:lsprev:euslevelof‘?? 20m
or 0.01 cm less.

Other dams with water levels
dropping are the Ambuklao Dam,
down to 740.18 m from 740.38 m or
0.20 cm less; San Roque Dam, down
to 236.16 m from 236.33 m (0.17 cm
less); and Caliraya Dam, now 286.40
m from the previous 286.85 m or
(0.45 cm less).

David said the government has
learned from the previous El Nifio
experience in which Angat Dam
reached its lowest level of 116 m in
June 2019.

He gave assurance that con-
cerned government agencies, in-
cluding the MWSS and National
Irrigation Administration, hold

cooxdmatxon regular]y in
reparation for this ear s El Nifio
expected by PAGASA to begin in

Juneor Julye
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c Themﬁ?iﬁinsiirevv&ld Even wi im
' in celebrating Earth Day to- hejmm,_- ilippin
* (&y’is coastaliomuniﬁes and e

ve oil spill
motm' tanker Pﬂnaess
G I-,‘mpress was transportis
900,000hlaersofindush'lal'

ff' Terminal in Limay, Bataa
- Iloilo when it sank ¢
- jan, Oriental Mindoro early
i_ in the morning of Feb. 28,
. eventually settling at a depth
" of about 400 meters.
Tanker owner RDC R
Marine Services, whicl
reportedly refurbished the -
50-year-old vessel described
by the justice secretary as
a “rebuilt scrap” original-
- ly known as Dorothy Uno,

- lacked the resources to con-
tain the oil spill or even pin--

_ point its exact location in the
depths of the sea. The country
had to wait for a remotely
operated vehicle provided by
Japan, which finally located
the tanker on March 21 and
began plugging the leaks.

Today, fisheries and tour-
ism in at least nine towns
in Oriental Mindoro have
ground to a halt. In a peak

travel season, Puerto Galera

has seen a drop in tourist
arrivals amid concerns over
pollution from the toxic black
oil reaching the popular dive
destination. There are con-
tinum fears that the oil slick
: %each the Verde Island

' 'Pacssage the global center of
marine biodiversity.

~anc pnfeﬂered reclama ion

au-

g2 bol
&eskucﬁ% ﬁshing meth?dg

,.mvlwﬂhsm

' .erater awarenesb of en- i
vmmmental issues and the |
existential threat ptfged by .
- climate change | ; .
enactme

%'i.“"’”‘:ﬁi’ h’?"“‘ﬁ&f"
e investment requ
shifting to green technoﬁigy\
is not cost-effective for many
developing countries, which
point out that even advanced
‘economies cannot afford to
wean themselves completely
‘away from crude oil, and are
in fact among the biggest con-
sumers of fossil fuels.

Still, programs are being
rolled out to provide incen-
tives for the development
and use of alternative energy.
Better waste management
schemes are being drawn up,
especially for underserved
communities, not only to re-
duce pollution but also to
mote public health. Efforts to
protect wildlife and preserve
fragile tems have inten-
sified in the past decades.

Despite the progress, there’s
sﬁl.l, a lot of work ahead. The
~ commitment to invest in our
~ planet can be renewed this
Earth Day.
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EARTH DAY 2023

Time to invest in our planet

ON EARTH DAY l...

BY EDISON JOSEPH GONZALES

"\ VERY year on April 22,
Earth Day marks the
anniversary of the birth

of the modern environmental
movement in 1970. On this day,
stakeholders of all backgrounds
come together to advance
sustainability and climate action

in commemoration of Earth Day.

The global organizer of Earth Day, earthday.org (EDO), and
the largest recruiter of the environmental movement worldwide
works in countries around the world to drive meanmgful actior
for our planet. -

This year, EDO said the Earth Day 2023 theme is focused
on engaging the more than one billion people, governments
institutions, and businesses who participate in Earth Day to
recognize the collective responsibility and to help accelerate the
transition to an equitable, prosperous green economy for all,

EDO urges everyone once again to be a-part of the solution
and build a brighter, greener and more equitable future for
generations to come.

“We are focused on reframing the conversation, accelerating
action, and bringing everyone together to understand that this is
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Make each day

First, if you can, shift to reusable
and eco-friendly products.

Start your green journey with
using eco-friendly products. Ex-
pand your list of reusable and eco-
friendly home items from eco-bags,
tumblers, and bamboo straws Lo
shampoo bars, all-natural tooth
powder, and refillable beauty and
care products. Imagine the tonnage
of waste, especially plastics, that can
be avoided by shifting away from
single-use and investing in more
sustainable home items.

Second, if you can find a space,
| grow your own food.
1f possible, and if you have the

| space, you can grow your own food.
Start saving the seeds of your fa-

ELEVENTH
HOUR

THE CLIMATE REALITY
PROJECT PHILIPPINES

or many years now, the

scientific community has

painted a grim scenario of

what the future holds if the
world fails to act with the urgency
and scale needed to address the cli-
mate crisis.

To ensure a livable future, the
Intergovernmental Fanel on Climate
Change (IPCC) said that global emis-
sions must fall by 43 percent by 2030
compared to 2019 levels.

While individual actions matter,
what will ultimately save our
only home, the Earth, from de-
terjoration are systemic changes
across the energy, transport,
forestry, and other sectors, and

It takes teamviork
and a collective
voice to truly have
an impactful stand
for the planet. Find a
community or group
that will support
your climate and
sustainability journey
and will help you
become a better
advocate.’

$S-14

vorite fruit and vegetable, and plant
them in your backyard, pocket or
vertical garden, or even in small con-
tainers or pots. Adding edible plants
to your home jungle can help protect
the health of your soil, reduce your
own carbon footprint, and live more
self-sufficiently.

Third, use active and renewable
transport.

Cycling is both good for the envi-
ronment and your health. Cycling to
work, to school, or to run errands is
good for your heart and health. The
world we live in today will never be
the same in the future because of
climate change. While we still have
the time, cycle going to local cafes
and shops, in parks, or in places that
bring childhood memories.

Both the government and pri-
vate sector must work together to
invest in end-of-rrip facilities and
bicycle-friendly infrastructure like
safe bicycle lanes and public parking

spaces to encourage more Filipinos
o cycle and walk.

the adoption of low-emission or
zero-carbon pathways,

This is why we need to band to-
gether to demand our leaders and
decision-makers both in the public
and the private sector to shift from
the current extractive, carbon-
intensive, and exploitative economic
system to a sustainable and
low-carbon economic
System.

Fourth, join the call for a renew-
able energy transition.

It's time for renewable energy,
which can be sourced from the sun
and wind. We need to view renew-
able energy development not just
from an environmental or climate
standpoint, but from an econemic
standpoint as well. Many studies and
experts are saying that renewable
makes good economic sense here in
the Philippines, where most electric-
ity is sourced from dirty, expensive,
and imported fossil fuels.

Renewable energy will bring
down our electricity rates, allow for
grid stability and fewer brownouts,
provide energy access for all Filipi-
nos, especially those living in com-
munities not connected to the grid;
create more jobs, and ultimately
result in healthier for the people
and planet.

Fifth, share the reality of climate
change and the urgency of acting

MAKE FEACH DAY
AN EARTH DAY

8 simple ways to invest in our planet

But everyone has to siart some-
where somehow. And to jumpstart
your journey of being an environ-
mental and climate warrior, here are

a few tips: >ss_z

now with your family, friends, and
colleagues.

Talk to your family and friends
about the urgency of climate action.
Change starts at home. It starts with
planting a seed of information that
everyone can be part of the solu-
tion — may it be changing our own
personal lifestyle to be more mind-
ful consumers, writing to your lo-
cal government leader to support a
policy banning single-use plastics,
or discussing with a private business
owner the opportunities of installing
solar panels.

Sixth, protect your mental
health.

To combat eco-anxiety, take a
breather, such as walking in nature.

The impacts of climate change
and the anxiety of climate inaction
from our leaders are putting a strain
on people's mental health. When
everything feels overwhelming,
breathe and reconnect with nature
by hiking, swimming in rivers and
lakes, walking in the park, or tending
to your edible home garden.

Sewnlh !'lmi local climate and
eny to support

Volunteer your time and effort to
contribute to saving the planet. Be
Invalved in your community. Learn
about the climate and envirorunental
issues in your city or municipality.

Find lacal organizations support-
Ing environmental protection and

climate action in your city or munici-
pality. Whenever possible, volunteer
your time and talent to help make
the local climate and environmental
Initiatives a success

Lastly, join a climate change /
environmental group.

It takes teamwork and a collec-
tive voice to truly have an impactful
stand for the planet. Find a commu-
nity or group that will support your
climate and sustainability journey
and will help you become a better
advocate.

Fighting for our planet is not
something you should do alone. You
are not alone. We cannot work in
silos. We should come together and
create dynamic synergies in climate
action so that we can build replicable,
scalable, and sustainable projects,
programs, and practices,

Collectjvely, our voicesare stron-
ger. You have many roles to play —
from grassroots mobilizers, educa-
tors and influencers, to policymakers
and project implementers in your
own right.
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Every day should be Earth Day

THIS April 22, we will celebrate the
53rd Earth Day.

The first was in 1970 when a
United States senator arranged
a demonstration to bring light to
environmental issues.

This brought them the
Environmental Protection Agency by
the end of the same year.

Fifty-tiwee years later, we still face
environmental issues, certainly much
worse and more catastrophic than in
the 70s. )

Extreme weather events are only
getting stronger, the sea levels are
getting to the point of entire islands
disappearing, and the floods are
happening more and more. In the
Philippines, the typhoons seem to be
stronger every year and the heat of our
summers is becoming unbearable.

Just last February 28, 2023, the oil
spill in Oriental Mindoro from the
sinking of MT Princess Empress with
800,000 liters brought about more
environmental issues.

k& with our children’s
future on the line,
every day should be
Earth Daya )

According to Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources, the damage
from the oil spill is about to hit the P1
billion mark.

More than a month later, residents
from the most affected areas continue
to suffer the consequences.

According to them, even with their
income and the aid combined, their
money remains insufficient.

Some of them have not been able to
earn at all.

As these coastal communities rely
on fishing for a living, the impact has
been huge, to the poi~ .t they are
not able to send theu «ids to school
since they cannot provide allowance.

On top of this, they have also had to
face health hazards.

In a slightly ironic occurrence,
we see the way fossil fuel and their
companies impact our environment,
not just in the waste they produce, but
also # irresponsible and unregulated
decisions made such as what led to the
oil spill.

On the 53rd Earth Day, it is quite
sad to reflect on where the Earth
stands now. According to the latest
report from the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
“Human activities, principally through
emissions of greenhouse gases, have
unequivocally caused global warming,
with global surface temperature
reaching 1.1°C above 1850-1900 in
2011-2020."

This and climate change have caused
extremes in the form of heatwaves,
heavy precipitation, droughts, and
tropical cyclones.

With this, 3.3-3.6 billion people
are highly vulnerable as they live in
areas prone to the impacts of climate
change.

That is almost half of the entire
world’s population.

While climate adaptation and

for adaptation is becoming more

- and our future like this, it is very easy

mitigation appear to have positive
effects, we do not seem to be doing
enough.

Some effective options we have
for adaptation being soil moisture
conservation, irrigation, agroforestry,
community-based adaptation, use
of agroecological principles and
practices, and other approaches that
work with natural processes. The
problem is even with the upward trend
in global climate finance, the finance

and more insufficient with effects
becoming more drastic.

Additionally, most of the climate
finance is already put into mitigation,
and yet we still fall short on limiting
global warming below 2°C or to 1.5°C
according to the IPCC report.

If we continue with the same (or
higher) greenhouse gas emissions, it
will increase global warming with an |
estimate of 1.5°C and every increment
will come with intensified hazards.

Higher global warming would mean
more abrupt and irreversible changes.

When we speak of climate change

to despair.

There's no challenge in thinking that
there is nothing we can do anymore.

That is not true.

The IPCC report enumerates |
different solutions for different
industries that are a part of one whole.

For energy systems, net zero CO2
would demand things such as a big
reduction of fossil fuel use, carbon |
capture and storage technology,
and electricity systems free of CO2
emissions.

For industry and transport,
mitigation options must be promoted
that consider energy and materials |
efficiency.

Cities also need to develop urban |
systems that include adaptation and
mitigation elements.

Old infrastructures can be reused,
and public transport can be prioritized.
For land, ocean, food, and water, the
biggest call is to save our forests. The
restoration of forests promises the
highest mitigation potential.

There are many key areas that we
can improve on to save our planet,
but it is important to call on the
government to support projects
and initiatives that lead to climate
justice, |

Government actions in different
levels, with civil society and the
private sector, are crucial to develop
plans that will lead us to sustainability
and climate resilience. .

They must prioritize risk reduction,
equity, and justice when they make
decisions for their constituency.

During a time when our home is
close to killing us because we killed it
first, we must not stop at honoring and
fighting for it on Earth Day.

That is not enough.

With our children’s future on the
line, every day should be Earth Day.

Website: tonylavina.com. Facebook: |
tonylavs Twitter: tonylavs
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LEGARDA: INVEST IN OUR PLANET,
SAVE OUR FUTURE

CLIMATE CHANGE

( ‘ ur actions
Oanddecisions
now will im-

pact on the state of our fu-
ture. It is up to us whether
to turn a blind eye to our
responsibility or heed the
call to invest in our planet.
i call on every decision-
maker, every stakeholder
in government, business,
and the communities and
households to contribute
what you can to usher in a
new dawn of sustainability
and resilience for all,” said
Senate President Pro Tem-
pore Loren Legarda in the
observance of this year’s
Earth Day celebration.

With the giobal scientific com-
munity already warning rhe world
about the dangers of climate change,
Legarda said that our society should
already be moving towards a sus-
rainable and resilient development
path where we harness more re—
newable energy for power, adopt
more low-carbon ransport systems
and vehicles, strengthen capacities

A Champion of the Environment &:

L is as a
advocate of pmwﬂing and pre-
serving the environment. Her pas-
. sionate and strong commitment (o
such advocacy is reflected through
her significant and life-changing
initiatives, which are valuable and
beneficial both in the country and
globally.

As a senator, she has authored
envir al laws,
including the Ecological Solid
Waste Management Act, Clean
Air Act, Clean Water Act, Re-
newable Energy Act, Wildlife
Resources Conservation and
Protection Act, National Envi-
ronmental Awareness and Edu-
cation Act, Climate Change Act,
People's Survival Fund Law,
ppine Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Mana; ent Act, and
Expanded Mational In:egra:ed
Protected Areas System (ENIPAS)
Act, among other measures.

In 2m7, Legarda sponsored the

L L e b

o

to cope with climate impacts, and
integrate more circular approaches
within industries to reduce waste and
pollution, Hut adequate investments
must pour in quickly 1o enable wide-~
spread societal rransformarion.
Legarda shared that there has
been a notable increase in the gov-
ernment's national budget for :li_-
mate change projects, programs,
and activities. Citing figures from the
Climate Change Expenditure Tagging
(CCET) program, which monitors

Philippines’ concur-
rence in ratifying the Paris
Agreemént, an international climare
change treaty adopted in 2015 by
members of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC).

Aside from this, she leads the
Philippines into assenting to the
High Ambition Coalition (HAC) fur

People,

Nature arnd which aims to
mee: at least 3 of the world's
and ocean by 2030,

“The impacts bf climate change,
alr pollution, biodiversiry loss, and

government allocation and spending,
Phps64.5 billion is for climate initia-
tives this year, 2 4.87% increase from
the allocation in last year's General
Appropriations Act (GAA).

She amud hawwer, that while

' 016 of the groaten

limited, and budget for climare ini-
tiatives often compete with other
development programs on education,
poverty alleviation, and employ-
ment. To complement this, we must
access more climate funding from

there is | 1 public spending
on climate change, investments
from the private sector and access
to funding from multilateral banks,
Unl{ed Nations (UN) bodies, and
phi pies are ded
“Government resources are

poor ocean

health are already

being felt, causing vast suffering
in many parts of the world. In the
Philippines, we have experienced
extreme weather events resulting in
loss of livelihood and human lives,”

kﬁifdﬂ said,

"1 remain committed to im-

Jevel parmers, banks, and
philandlmpwurganizatiuns But I see
our businesses and companies having
the greater potential to turn the tide
as they have the resources to invest
in green projects and programs and
the means to change their business

.

L
i
.

celebrations. Every day, let us be
stewards of the earth we live in,"
she added.

Above and beyond being a legis-
lator, Legarda is the United Nations
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)
Global Champion for Resilience,

United Nations Framework Con-

vention on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC) National Adaptation Plan

proving the poli for
msmnabﬂity and climate resilience
for future and T hope

generations,
these initiatives will benefit my fel-
low Filipinos and the world. May our
love for our environment and cur
planet not only be during Earth Day

<h. Board in the

mhd-h

operations and influence the soviety
for the better," Legarda said.

“T am happy that the private
sector 5 now inore conscious of
integrating sustainability in their
operations and value chain, Many

companies are greening their sys-
tems and pledging net zero carbon
targets. And | hope, on this Earth
Day, that more businesses and

jes will also commit to doing
more for our planet and our future,"™
she added.

by

ous global recognitions, such as
the Global Leader for Tomorrow
iven by the Watld Economic Forum
WEF) in year 2000. She is also a

United Nations Environment Pro-
mme (UNEP) Laureate in 2001,
the Global Ambassador for Disaster

Risk Reduction, Climate (?nlng?.

antl F.nvimnnh u[ of the Women to-

Global Centre for Ad and
Chmale Vulnerable Forum {CVE)

LEa 2 r
French Legion of Hemor), a Com-

for Parli 5.

Her dedication to her craft was
acknowledged through numer-

te the Order of Merit of
the Italian Rep: hh: 2
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i nvironmental advocate
Senate President Pro
Tempore Loren Legarda
pushed for cooperation
jeen the community and the
nment in implementing
ecological laws to attain a
sustainable life.
As the author of
several fundamental
environmental laws,
including the Re-
. newable Energy
" Act (RAgs513),

Environmental

advocale Senate
Wi Tomeine
empare Loren

k l s the

{ author of several
fundamental envi-
renmental laws.

Climate Change Act (RA9729), Eco-
logical Solid Waste Management
Act (RAg003), and People's Survival
Fund Act (RA10174), Legarda is urging
government agencies to prioritize the
enforcement of these laws not only
to protect the environment but also
to promote sustainable development.

“Let’s make our laws work because
these laws are meant to help us livea
sustainable life on our planet,” Le-
garda said.

In 2012, with the legislation of the
People's Survival Fund Act, every local
government unit (LGU) and accredited
local community organization became
entitled to the one billion pesos annual
funding allotted for climate change
adaptation projects.

The law aims to ensure that vul-
nerable ¢ ities are equipped
to deal with the impacts of climate
change.

On the other hand, Legarda re-
minds the people of their roles in
contributing toward the country's
sustainable development.

With the RA 9003 that she authored
in 1998 and passed into law in July
2000, the growing problem of waste
management in the country was ad-
dressed. The measure promotes proper
handling, segregation, treatment, and
disposal of solid waste to protect pub-
lic health and the environment.

Legarda, however, stressed that
the law's success depends highly on
the active participation of communi-
ties at the household level.

Responsible waste management
in every household, such as segrega-
tion and recycling, she said, can help
reduce the amount of waste in landfills
and contribute to a more sustainable
future.

1 authored these environmental

DATE

Legarda calls for strict implementation
onmental laws for sustainability

laws to protect our country's natural
resources, preserve biodiversity, and
promote sustainability. These laws
provide a framework for regulating
people’s activities that impact theen-
vironment and ensure that individuals
and organizations are held account-
able for theiractions,” she stated.

The challenge now, as she stressed,
is for the government agencies to
implement the mandates of these
laws strictly and for the community
tq play their part in practicing energy
conservation, and waste segregation,
among other ways of protecting the
environment.

“By enforcing these laws, we can
reduce the negative impacts of pol-
lution, climate change, and resource
depletion and work toward a more
resilient and sustainable future,”
Legarda said. (www.lorenlegarda.
com.ph)
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GREENPEACE PH CAMPAIGN

IMAGINE A ‘PLASTIGS-FREE FUTURE
THESE Al-MADE PHOTOS CAN HELP

By Dempsey Reyes
@dempseyreyesINQ

A world “liberated” from over-
dependence on plastic packag-
ing. If you can't imagine it—
let Al or artificial intelligence,
do it for you.

The environmental group
Greenpeace is marking Earth
Day by challenging consumers
—and governments and com-
panies—to make plastics-free
living a viable, doable option
even in today’s world.

While small victories have
been won through ordinances

AL NA NAGSASAB
WALANG PLA.’:TIKAN'

regulating the use of single-use
plastics, such measures re-
mained too few and far between
to reverse the trend especially
in the Philippines, which now
has the unenviable rep-

utation as one of the

biggest generators of AZ-Z

NOHAZARDS LESS WASTE A marine environment devoid of
plastic debris and a store making 'refills’ mainstream. —eHoTo BY
Al/GREENPEACE

IMAGINE A PLASTICS-FREE FUTURE
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plastic waste in the world.

But picture a city, district
or even just a neighborhood
where plastics are banished or
properly disposed of.

Greenpeace Philippines on
Friday shared Al-generated
photos of a “plastics-free fu-
ture.” The group said the initia-
tive was inspired by the essays
written by students from the
University of the Philippines,
University of Santo Tomas and
De La Salle University.

Two of the five photos de-
pict an underwater scenario,
wherein turtles and other sea
creatures swim freely without
the threat of being entangled in
or ingesting plastic wrappers.

Another image shows a
tree-lined road bereft of plastic
litter that could clog drainage
systems and cause floodfloods
during a heavy dewnpour,

The fifth photo is that a
small store where the use of
refillable containers has be-
come “mainstream.”

Greenpeace  Philippines

campaigner Marian Ledesma
said it was inspiring to see the
images generated by Al tech-
nology based on the aspira-
tions shared by the youth.
“Protecting the planet from
plastic pollution also means
protecting the youth,” Ledesma
said, "They deserve to live in a
waorld free from the harmful ef-
fects of single-use plastics.”
The images should be a
“good reminder,” especially
for nations and corporations,
that the younger generations
“have the most to gain if we
act on the plastics issue—and
the most to lose if we don't.”
In observance of Earth Day
today, Greenpeace Philippines,
along with the coalition Break
Free From Plastic (BFFP), the
Climate Change Commission

and the Quezon City govern-
ment renewed their calls for
the immediate phaseout of sin-
gle-use plastics.

Greenpeace  Philippines
warned that plastic production
in the country may “triple by
2050" if their campaign remains
unheeded, frustrating the sus-
tainable development goals set
by the United Nations. ma
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PLASTICIS FANTASTIC

Envirotech’s “‘We Reuse Your Refuse’
gives plastic waste a new lease in ‘life’

tis rare for the ad-
jective "fantastic"
te be associated
with plastic, par-
ticularly plastic waste.
More often than not, it
| is responsible for wa-
ter pollution. However,
plastic waste itself is not
the enemy — infact, it's
human activity. It's how
we manage plastic waste
that can transform it
intoa "fantastic" mate-
rial; or, if neglected or
discarded irresponsi-
bly, it can be the face of
“tragic” consequences.

This is certainly the
belief of Winchester 0.
Lemen, founder of Envi-
rotech Waste Recycling
Inc. (EWRI), a company
that transforms plastic
waste into functional
items, He founded En-
virotech with a mission to “win the
battle against single-use plastics and
recycle them into useful products, Its
battlecry is apt (and creative): “We
Reuse Your Refuse.”

In his profile, Lemen recalled
that he was "born” into the plastic
recycling business in Marikina City.
Growing up, he was surrounded by
a large number of plastic waste not
being utilized and not being disposed
of properly, ending up in a landfill or
worse as marine litter. His father was
one of the pioneers who produced
Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) products
and recycled them aswell. The system
that his father created started his in-
terest in turning EPS into packaging
materials and recycling back into the
same form.

" was inspired by the works of my
father, so | became an environmen-

Winchester Lemen, founder of Enviratech, sitting o  school chair made from recycled plastic in its warehouse in Davao City.

talist and an advocate of single-use
plastic recycling,” said Lemen, who s
amechanical engineer,

~ He started doing small items like

school chairs, tables, furniture, and
thelike. The first few years of his advo-
cacy were niot easy. He felt that peoplz
did not believe that he can combin2

all kinds of plastic materials, mix all
of them, and make products by using
a different process. For the past 18
vears, he's been tirelessly advocating
giving discarded plastic waste a second
chance.

Eventually, he was able to instill
awareness and consciousness among
individuals and communities. LGUs
recognized bis work and adopted his
system. Multinational companies also
started engaging with him to show

e SUpport for this ad-
— ~ wvocacy. He founded
Envirotech in 2010.

So far, he recy-
cled approximately
5,000 tons of single-
use plastics and the
products were dis-
tributed all over the
country. Currently,
Envirotech is ven-
turing into making
construction mate-
rials, housing prod-
ucts, and innovative
products to extend
the value of single-
use plastics.

One of the com-
pany’s recent proj-
ects is the Enviro-
home, a 28-sqm
house made with re-
cycled plastic waste,
where 95 percent
of the materials are
made with soft plas-
tic waste, preventing the cutting of
at least 22 mature tress. According to
Lemen, a new home can be installed
in only a day because of its interlock-

it ready for painting,

ing feature. Due to that attribute, any
part that gets damaged can be easily
replaced for free. It also lasts 20 to 25
years against wear and tear, Lemen
believes that this project would be
the quickest possible solution to the
5.7 million housing backlog that the
Philippines is experiencing while also
addressing the country's single-use
plastic problem.

With the growing amount of trash
thewerid is producing, Envirotech can
only do so much with its resources, so
itnieeds all the support it can get.

One of Envirotech's supporters is
The Incubation Netwaork. [t Jaunched
“The Plastic Waste to Value Southeast
Asia Challenge” in cooperation with
the Global Plastic Action Parinérship,
UpLinkby the Werld Eeanomic Forum,
and the Alliance to End Plastic Waste.
The challenge aims to tackle plastic
waste mismanagement in the region.
Out of 101 applicants, five were cho-
sen, one of which is Envirotech as the
country’s representative

“The selected innovators will
receive partmership-building oppor-
tunities, mentorship, increased vis-
ibility, access to networks, and grants
to scale their solutions,” according to
The Incubation Network.

When asked what advice he would
give to those who are inspired by
Envirotech, Lemen said, “ Never stop
doing what you are already doing. We
have to make sure that plastic wasta
doesn't become litter, will not go to
the landfill, or to the ocean as maring
litter, Instead of branding plastics as
the undefeatable globa! enemy, plas-
tic recycling can become a practical

solution.”
-1

Eavirohome, 2 28-sqm hiuu made with recycled plastic waste, A worker from Enviratech is Hm IL;ul sanding a school  Single-use plastics are broken down into smal Ierﬁwu rudt

where 35 percent of the mmmmmnmm chair made from recycled pl2 to be processed into functional praducts.
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P400K illegal logs seized in Quezon
‘The National Bureau of Investigation seized P400,000 worth
of illegal forest products loaded on a 12-wheeler truck and
arrested four persons involved in Pagbilao, Quezon Prov-
ince, on April 18. The police report identified the suspects as
Mavie Jusayan Catarus-Escober, Juanito Lara Jr., Julius Abtado
Merencillo and Oeth Doinog. According to the NBI Lucena
District Office, the 12-wheeler truck was intercepted along
Mabharlika highway, Barangay Malicboy, Pagbilao, on Sunday
night. Agents found 7,000 board feet of flitches of “lauan” with
an estimated value of P423,000 on the truck. The suspects
could not present permits for the transport of the logs, which
came from Calbayog City in Samar and bound for Malvar in
Batangas. The suspects face criminal charges in violation of
the Forestry Reform Code of the Philippines and Section 77 of
Presidential Decree No. 705 before the Provincial Prosecutors
Office in Lucena City. —ABBY BOISER




N

3 | NITIATIVES

m————
e —af

TITLE :

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

SERVICE

7 1 O

PAGE

APR 22 &

Aiming for butterfly
effect: PH firms commit
to €02 reduction

® 0

In describing the companies’ individual
efforts, Energy Development Corp.
deputy chief operating officer Jerome
Cainglet makes a reference to the so-called
butterfly effect—the notion that small,
seemingly insignificant movements can
ultimately reshape large, complex systems

By Meg J. Adonis
@MegINQ

onsider ita “bayanihan"-driv-
en movement to reduce the
country's carbon footprint.
Despite what the doubt-
ers and doomsayers would al-
ways say, more and more Philip-
pine companies and institutions
have committed themselves to
the reduction of carbon emis-
sions that cause global warming.
It is the pledge they have
made as members of the Net
Zero Carbon Alliance (NZCA), a
multisectoral consortium estab-
lished by Energy Development
Corp. (EDC) in September 2021
that seeks to achieve carbon
neutrality for the country, start-
ing with the private sector.
While still predominantly
dependent on coal for its en-
ergy, the Philippines, as one of
the signatories of the 2015 Paris
Agreement on climate change,
is pressing on to reduce carhon
emissions attributable to eco-

nomic activity by as much as
75 percent by 2030, or less than
seven years from now.

In describing the compa-
nies' individual efforts, EDC
deputy chief operating officer
Jerome Cainglet makes a refer-
ence to the so-called butterfly
effect—the notion that small,
seemingly insignificant move-
ments can ultimately reshape
large, complex systems.

“Indeed, what we in NZCA
are doing is flapping our butterfly
wings to help achieve the 15-de-
gree-Celsius Paris Agreement
ambition,” Cainglet told NZCA
members.

Two-pronged target
The 13-member NZCA sums
up its target on two key points:
Avoid technologies or operational
systems that can worsen the car-

bon footprint, or reduce emmis-
sion levels in setups or situations
that could no longer be reversed.

Among the NZCA's mem-
ber-partners is international
consumer goods manufacturer
Unilever, which has laid out a
Climate Transition Action Plan,
“a range of targets and actions
designed to deliver an emis-
sions reduction pathway” that
aligns with the Paris Agreement,
Cainglet said.

Praperty developer Ar-
thaland, meanwhile, has also
taken concrete steps toward its
zero-emission goal with "multic-
ertified green properties” across
the country. Arthaland's Cebu
Exchange Tower in Cebu City is
one example.

The Lopez-led construction
company First Balfour Inc., an-
other NZCA member, has put
up a solar panel rooftop at its
Parafiaque City head office. It
has also been pushing for
the deployment of elec- “z z
tric buses in Toilo City. 1
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These green efforts, accord-
ing to Cainglet, can be replicat-
ed by the current and potential
members of the alliance. “We
clearly have a shared vision
that would serve as our engines
for moving in sync leading to
NZCA'’s success,” he added.

Gold, silver, bronze
This year, NZCA hopes to

come up with a-report on the
members’ individual “journeys” in
emmission reduction. Later, once
they have reached more advanced
stages, the monitoring will include
a recognition system wherein the
companies will be given a “gold,
silver or bronze” citation as a mea-
sure of their success.

Other alliance members in-
clude electronics manufacturer
Knowles Corp.; Silliman Universi-

'ty in Dumaguete City, the Negros

Oriental provincial government;

sustainability communications
agency Drink; professional ser-
vices company SGV & Co; inter-
net service provider Converge
ICT Solutions Inc; air transport
firm Inae¢ Aviation Corp.; prop-
erty developer Menarco Devel-
opment Corp.; The Linden Suites
hotel; and hygiene solutions pro-
vider Ecolab.

Transitioning from fossil fu-
els to renewable energy is just
one of the zero-emmission tracks
being charted by the alliance.

In the long term, NZCA
would like to see its members
engaged more deeply in forest
protection and organic farming,
among others.

“As we continue to grow, let
us continue to flap our butterfly
wings, consistently show how
our actions speak louder than
our words, and get more com-
panies to join us in this journey
toward a decarbonized and re-
generative future for our country
and our planet,” Cainglet said. ma
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Earth Day: Nature...

22nd since {he birth of the modern
envi in 1970,
people, gmemramts. institutions, and
businesses march and take action fora
greener and more eguitable world.

This year's theme — Invest in our
Planet — is of particular importance to
the Philippines.

We are one of the 17 mega-biodi-
verse countries in the world, and yet we
see the protection and preservation of
ournatural resources as a liability rather
than an investment. Real changes in the
funding and management of our pro-
m:led and conserved areas, despite so

and plans to this ef -
[a:qmeisr see the light of day. Destruc-
tive projects continue to be proposed
and entertained in environmentally
critical areas.

Tourism can be our unlikely ally
In the struggle for economic prosper-
ity and the rehabilitation of nature

st Ny

Earth Day:
Nature finds
unlikely ally

in the same weei.

§ visit last Tuesday could mot come at 2 better lime a2 m world

. . THE GREEN TEA
1n tourism BILLIE DUMALIANS
Senator Nancy Binay, chair-  reservewastransferrad to the name
person of the Senate Committeeon  of the BuCorwithout the kmowledge
Tourism, visited the M; i Geo-  of key stakeholders and the pubtic.
teserve in Baras, Rizal last Tuesday, Binay also said it was high time
April 18, znzs,umdmemm for cabinet-level officials (w visit
investigations intoplanstotumnthe  the georeserve to come up with
wildlife sanctuary into a facility of  solurions to persistent threats such
the national penitentiary. a@s quarrying, political harassment
The senatorsaid the visitwasan  of environment defenders, and the
“gye-opener” and that she would  proliferation of land syndicates.
not allow tk tion of Burean Her visit could not come at a
of Corrections (BuCor) facilities on  better time as the world celebrates
theland. In September 2022, thevast  Earth Day inthesame
majorityof the titletoMasungiGeo-  week. Every April PSS-'A

§S-1«

that decision-makers and policy - mak-
ers understand, Thankfully, there are a
few groups already working on linking

When done properly, it presents us an  nature and tourism more strongly.
alternative future for green spaces to Forty students and professors from
be preserved i d of exploited for | yof the Philippines Los Bafios-
short-term gains. School of Environmental Science and
G ve's tourism di-  Manag (UPLB-SESAM), led by

mensions — besides
its nature conserva-
tion dimension — is
one of the reasons
why the Senate Com-
mittee on Tourism
in conjunction with
the Committee on the
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals chaired by
Senator Pia Cayetano
is lucting these i

jons on

‘Tourism can be our unlikely ally in the
struggle for economic prosperity and
the rehabilitation of nature. When done &2
properly, it presents us an alternative
future for green spaces to be preserved
instead of exploited for short-term gains.’

Prof; A ip Contreras, visited

the national level

Tourism links nature to the econo-
my and the larger society It creates ad-
vocates beyond the gore environmental
groups and activists. It puts value into
our biodiversity and landscapes inaway

Masungi Georeserve on April 13 toleam
more from our experience. Creating a
valuation of the Masungi Georeserve
from multiple perspectivesis one of the
partnerships we are aiming (o secure
with them in the following menths.

We are also part of the Technical
Working Group (TWG) on the Proposed
Senate Resolution 472 - “A Resolu-
tlon Directing the Senate Committee
on Tourism to Examine the Creation of
Policy Reforms and Budgetary Expen-
ditures to Develop the Philippines' Po-
tential to be the Leading Country in the
‘Warld for Sustainable
Nature-Based Tour-
ism (NET)" authored
by Senator Sonny An-

We are delighted
to take part in the
TWG's consultations
toward the dream to
put the Philippines
on the world map for
nature-based tourism. As we mentioned
in the committee meeting, a genuine
push for nature-based tourism will
entail @ whole-of-society and whale-
of-government approach, encom-
passing reforms from the security of
public lands o citizen education and

country marketing. We proposed that
the resolution be written in the light of
the 8o percent biodiversity financing
g2p in the Philippines and to create a
multi-sectoral NET Advisory Council,
whilch will advocate for out-of -the-bax
mechanisms to fulfill the vision

Responsible nature-basad tourism
can be our country's competitive ad-
vantage and nature's liberation from
constant neglect and abuse, We need
passionate citizens and leaders to make
this the standard and not the exemption
forour destinations. | am convi
ifwe come together fort
create a greener, more exuit
for our country

Billie Dumaliong is advocacy officer
and trustee of the Muasungi Georeserve
Foundation, which she co-[ounded with
sister Ann. ang: {.curmm cisa con-

s goal, we can
ihle future

wftf} the Uﬂ‘-‘l‘d Nations mnmmblc De-
velopment Goals Action Award fn 2022,
qnd the Global Water Changemakers
Award in 2021, among others
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