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.G.ET TIN G REA 0 Y LocalWater Utilities Administration Administrator Vicente Homer Revil is interviewed byThe Manila
••• - '" ~ '.IIi -.. I.~" '7 v ~'Times columnist Ben ~ritz at the TMTn~wsroom)n rnyamuros, Manila on Thursday, ApriJ20,2023. PHOTO BYJ. GERARD SEG~IA.

BY ARLIE O. CALALO

ANTICIPATING the
. impact of a se-

vere El Nino epi-
sode this year, the Local
Water Utilities Admin-
istration (LWUA) has
directed -all Iocal water
districts ('LWDs) for an
inventory of the water
.supply in their areas.
THE MANILA TIMES ~W.UA 'Ad~

ROUNDtABLE ~Inlstrator
. . Vicente Hom-

er Revil told The Manila Times Round-
table with Tiriies columnist Ben Kritz on
Thursday he has started meeting with con-
cerned agencies including the NJiional
Irrigation Administration to ensure there
"is the right water supply for the people. H

. Revil said, he has met with officials
Jrom the Department of the Interior and
Local Government and the Department
of Public Works and Highways to find

~SupplyA2
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are looking into helping them with
possible technical, financial and insti-
tutional support and we are also asking
the national disaster management of-
ficeto provide some necessary support
for them," Revil said.

He said LWUA has launched the
Save Water Advocacy to highlight
the message that water conservation
should begin at home.

"Everyone's cooperation is needed
here because all of us will be affected,
OJIrhealth, our agriculture, and our
economy," Revil said.

The LWUAhas also introduced the
Patubig sa Buong Bayan at Mamama-
yan or PBBM as part of the strategy
to ensure that the water needs of the
public will be addressed, he said.

The program will be implemented
until 2028.

Revil said a total of 738 water sup-
ply projects worth P20 billion are
scheduled for completion and are
expected to provide adequate, safe
and affordable drinking water to an
additional 600,000 households over
the next six years.

There are also 43 ongoing sanitation
projects worth P4 billion, he said.

On top of this, an estimated 1.8
million more households will benefit
from the synchronized efforts ofLWDs
to expand their services.

"Bythe end of 2028, the total number
of households served will reach 7.929
million, a 45 percent increasefiom 5,461
million in 2022," the LWUAchiefsaid.

"If we can be able to push through
with the PBBM projects, no problem
is 'tu-big' (too big)," he said.

Revil said the fate of the proposal
to create a Department of Water Re-
sources is all up to President F .rdinand
Marcos Jr.

"He is the one in charge of the execu-
tive branch, and I am just he to help
and follow orders," he said.

Asked if the proposed department
could' only duplicate the functions of
the National Water Resources Board,
which sets and formulates policies on
water management and oth -r water
issues, Revilsaid he was con dent that
economic managers will thoroughly
study the matter.

.SUPPLYFROMAl

LWUA
out if small wells could be harnessed
as a possible alternative water source.

He said an inventory of water sup-
plies could help LWUAfigure out with
the concerned agencies how to cush-
ion the effectsof a possible water crisis.

"We need to know the water sup-
plies so that if the worst happens, there
would be right water rationing for the
people, among others, n he said.

Revil noted that many island prov-
inces, cities and municipalities are
likely to feel the effects of El Nino
beginning in the third quarter of the
year or as early as July or September
as forecast by the Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and Astronomi-
cal ServicesAdministration.

Pagasa said the El Nino could last
until 2024. Itwarned that below-normal
rainfall could trigger dry spells and
droughts in some areas of the country.

"That's why this early we have al-
ready set up contingency plans, we
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Making
polluters pay

t's a timely move amid news footage of entire towns
gone underwater, thanks to heavy rainfall and riv-
ers that overflow despite this being the height of the
country's dry season. The culprit in most urban areas
are waterways clogged with solid waste, a big part of
which are plastic packaging, including plastic bottles
and sachets. This is not really surprising given that a
2015 study has identified the Philippines as the third
worst plastic polluter in the world, with 1.88 million
tons of plastic wastes produced every year.

Republic Act No. 118g8,or the Extended Producer Re-
sponsibility (EPR) Act of 2022 aims to remedy that, with
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
forming a speakers' bureau to communicate and pro-
mote compliance with the law. The agency has started a
series of training in partnership with the United Nations
Development Programme, "to equip its concerned work-
ers with the proper knowledge and skills to effectively
spread information about the EPR law" among stake-
holders from the private sector, local government units
(LGUs), and waste diversion organizations.

While there are ordinances in several cities in Metro
Manila that regulate single-use plastic, including banning
plastic bags for dry goods in supermarkets, they often put
the burden on consumers. The EPR, on the other hand
places the responsibility solidly on plastic producers and
companies that use it as packaging, requiring them to re-
cover a certain percentage of their plastic wastes, or pay
a fine of from P5 million to P20 million while risking sus-
pension of their business permit on the third offense.

The law also sets incremental targets that companies
must fulfill yearly in exchange for incentives and tax ex-
emptions. For 2023, obliged companies must recover 20
percent of their plastic footprint from the year before.
Covered by the EPR law are corporations with total as-
sets of over PlOO million, which are expected to allocate
resources to support the collection, recovery, transport,
processing, recycling, and disposal of plastic packaging
wastes in ways that do not harm the environment.

And rightly so.-~-'""--

PAGE DATE

A September 2017coastal cleanup of a reclamation area
o in Manila by the environmental group Greenpeace found

that sachets of instant coffee, milk powder, food seasoning,
shampoo, and toothpaste comprised 32.82 percent of the
plastic wastes collected in the week-long activity. Many
of the thin plastic and aluminum-packaged products are
manufactured by giant multinationals and global brands.

"It's time these companies stop [their] business-as-usu-
al practices and use their resources to innovate and rede-
sign their packaging and delivery solutions," Greenpeace
Philippines campaigner Abigail Aguilar said in a press
conference in 2017.

Indeed, these global companies can well afford to invest
in proper disposal facilities and fund research to develop
alternative packaging, as some have already do e wit. ty-
rofoam made from corn and other organic biodegradable
materials. Plastic, some studies have noted, takes up to 450
years to fully decompose. In the meantime, it degrades into
small pieces called microplastics that are mistaken for food
by fish, shellfish, and other marine organisms, and are ulti-
mately ingested by people. Incineration or burning plastic
meanwhile releases toxic gases that contribute to global
warming and climate change. Recycling may seem a viable
alternative, but a 2020 report by the World Wildlife Fund
found that only 9 percent of plastic wastes in the Philippines
are recycled, with 35 percent leaked to the environment, and
33 percent collected and disposed of in sanitary landfills.

Based on the "polluter pays" principle, the EPR obli-
gates companies that manufacture or use plastic packag-
mg to assume full responsibility for the entire life cycle of
harmful plastic waste, and pay for the cost of waste pre-
vention, clean up, and recovery measures, a burden that
LGUs cannot manage because of their limited resources.

Companies covered by the law can translate their re-
o ~ponsibility into green measures that include segregat-
mg waste at source and collection and redesi ing exist-
ing packaging to biodegradable materials. They can also
put up collection centers where consumers can redeem
deposits on glass and plastic bottles as well as alum num
cans, a practice popular in other countries.

But change is always difficult, and already, there are
voices raised to defend the use of plastic as being more
convenient for consumers; how switching from plastic
to more sustainable materials could prove too expensive
for small a~d micro enterprises, and how single-use sa-
chets have made branded consumer goods more afford-
able to millions of low-income Filipinos.

It may not be an easy transition, but it is a necessary
response to our country's rapidly deteriorating environ-
mental health. It is also a state, corporate, and individual
commitment that we must embrace to keep the pl et
he~lthy, and to make sure that tomorrow's Earth Day re-
mams truly worth celebrating.
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menting and enforcing HB SOTs
provisions when it becomes a law.

Under the bill, the Department of
Tradeand Industry (DTI),Incoopera-
tion with the DENR,Departmen of
Scienceand Technology(DOST),Food
and Drug Administration (FDA),and
in consultation with stakeholders,
shall formulate a Consumption, Re-
duction and Recovery program for
single-use plastic products.

"Such measures shall include
national consumption reduction,
waste recovery targets, and other
measures ensuring that reusable
and compostable alternatives to
single-use plastic products are
made available, and that the said
products are not free of charge at
the point-of-sale to the final con-
sumer," the bill states.

Commercial establishments un-
der the bill are required to promote
reusable, recyclable, and r etrievable
products in their stores; charge P5.00
from customers for every plastic bag
or single-use plastic usedfortake-out
food or delivery service, and encour-
age customer return of used plastic
products to the store.

The Department of Finance
(DOF), DILG and DTI is tasked un-
der the bill to establish mechanisms
that willprovide fiscal and non-fiscal
rewards and incentives to encourage
manufacturers, importers sellers,
and end users to participate in pro-
grams geared towards phasing out
single-use plastics.

Together with the Departments
of Education (DepEd), Interior and
Local Government shall a so draw
up an information campaign to ed-
ucate the public about the negative
impact of single-use plastics on the
environment and the best practices
to reduce, reuse, recycle, and recover
these products.

a measure regulating the eventual
phase out of these and other similar
products, along with the proper way
of recycling and disposal have yet to

. be enacted, Duterte said.
Duterte said their proposal un-

der HB 507 covers other single-use
plastics, such as plastic utensils and
tableware, containers, packaging,
drinking straws, stirrers, sachets
and pouches. Duterte and his fellow
authors proposed that single-use
plastics may be graduallyphased out
within a period of 1 to 4 years.

HB507 "seeks to develop an inte-
grated and comprehensive policy for
plastic waste management, particu-
larly the regulation of the produc-
tion, importation, sale, distribution,
provision, use, recovery, collection,
recycling, and disposal of single-use
plastics," the bill's authors said.

They pointed out the Philippines
is one of the world's worst offenders
when it comes to marine plastic pol-
lution, with280,000to 750,000tons
peryear ofplastic entering the oceans
from the coastal areas ofManila Bay.

"This is equivalent to 60 billion
plastic sachets per year, majorityof
which are single-use plastics such
as plastic drinking bottles, bottle
caps, food wrappers, plastic grocery
bags, plastic lids, straws and stir-
rers, other types of plastic bags,
and foam take-away containers,"
the bill's authors said.

"As a consequence, economic
growth, combined with' enhanced
production and consumption, is
leading to higher waste generation
in our country," they added.

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR), in coordination with the
National Solid Waste Management
Commission, is tasked as the pri-
.mary agency responsible for imple-

Rep. Duterte, four other solons, p~ ss
passage of bill on single-use plastic a

By JOVEE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ

., @joveemarie

LAWMAKERSare pressing for
the passage of a measure that
aims to regulate the manufac-

ture, sale, use and importation ofsin-
gle-use plastics products, in line with
his advocacy of building a greener
and more sustainable economy for
the country's future generations.

Davao City Rep. Paolo Duterte,
Benguet Rep. Eric Yap, Quezon City
Second District Rep.Ralph Tulfoand
ACT-CISParty-list Reps. Edvic Yap
and Jocelyn Tulfo reiterated their
call as the country marks the Month
of Planet Earth this April and Earth
Dayan Saturday, April 22.

Under House Bill (HB) 507 filed
by the five lawmakers, regulating
non-compostable single-use plastics
also cover the distribution, recovery,
collection, recycling and disposal of
these products.

"Aswe mark Earth Day on April
22, I urge my colleagues in Congress
to act on this bill and similar other
pending measures so that we can
finally phase out single-use plastic
products, which remain among the
most pervasive kind of waste that
pollute our land, choke our oceans
and bring harm to our precious ma-
rine resources," Duterte said.

Dutertepointed out that in Davao
City, an ordinance that bans single-
use plastics, and regulating their sale
and distribution, has been in place
since 2021. His congressional dis-
trict office in Davao City also earlier
launched the "Save the Earth-No to
Plastics Bags" movement.

While the House of Representa-
tives had already approved on third
and final reading a bill that would
impose a P100 excise tax on every
kilogram of single-use plastic bags,
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Make each day
Earth Day

Tomorrow, April 22, 2023 is
Earth Day. It is dubbed as
the "largest environmental
movement" which seeks to

engage governments, institutions,
businesses, and all citizens of the
world to do "something" for the
planet. This year's theme is "Invest
in Our Planet."

According to a statement frrim
the organizer, Earthday.Org, we
must come together again for the
planet. "Businesses, governments,
and civil society are equally re-
sponsible for taking action against
the climate crisis and lighting the
spark to accelerate change toward
a green, prosperous, and equitable

r'future. We 'must join together in
our fight for the green. revolution,
and for the health of future genera-
tions. The time is now to 'Invest In
Our Planet. ,n

It sounds repetitive but each one
of us has a role to protect this planet.
No matter how small our contribu-
tion may be, it matters, and if it's
done on a daily basis, it will have an
impact. Asimple lifestyle change can
restore the health of the planet (and
your health, tool) - walking instead
of driving a car, taking the stairs
instead of the elevator, bringing an
eco-bag to the grocery instead of
using a single-use plastic bag, etc.
They say action speaks louder than
words and this is true in the quest
for a sustainable lifestyle. Your lips
can say "protect the environment"
but it's your action that will be the
most effective communication tool.

In my interactions with the -
people behind various eco organiza-
tions' the overarching message I got
was that of -"cooperation" - that
no one person can do all the things.
Governments all over the world
must work together with NGOs;
schools have to tie up with busi-
nesses; the media has to listen to
the citizens, etc. In fact, this is what
Earthday.Org has to say about this:
"Governments, businesses, and citi-
zens are essential in harnessing the
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revolution-
ary progress
needed to
save human-
ity from the
climate cri-
sis. Overcoming climate change is
within reach if we work together to
commit to action and invest in our
planet and our collective future."

Our government also has a big
role to play. It must "incentivize cit-
izens, businesses, and institutions to
create and innovate, advancing the
public's interests and creating the
framework for an equitable and sus-
tainable global economic system." Is
this being done by our government?
I am aware of such efforts but these
have to be scaled up, boosted to the
point that businesses are racing
against each other to have the best
plans, products, or systems that will
benefit the planet.

Simply put, all of us are needed
to save this planet. After all, the
last time I checked, we only have
one home.

In the spirit of Earth Day, allow
me to use the words of Antonio Opo-
sa Ir., environmental lawyer and the
2009 Ramon Magsaysay Awardee
for his crusading work to protect
forests and the Manila Bay. In a book
introduction, he wrote: "We need to
see our Earth as a spaceship hur-
tling through space. Water, air, and
material must be used and reused
ad infinitum because the supply is
very limited, especially as it is sup-
porting a population that is growing
by orders of magnitude. Filipinos
(have to be) reminded that all great
changes start with the little ones.
Someone once said that humanity
does not need to be taught, it only
needs to be reminded."

Mayall of us have a happy Earth
Day, not only this year, but also in
the years to come!

EDITORS DESK
JOHANNES L. CHUA

(Johannes 1. Chua is the editor
of the Environment & Sustainability
Section.)

---------
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OR EL NINO, OTHER
By SAMUEL P. MI:D£NILLA" sam_medenilla·c.~;";::~::::t I Social...Tis now working to CONTINUEDFROMA1

further bring down
high inflation and ensure
a social protection floor
(SPF) framework will be
in place to minimize the
economic impact of EI
Nifio, which is expected
to severely affect the
country by the last
quarter of the year.

Ina press conference in Malacaiiang on
Thursday, NEDADirector General Arsenio
M. Balisacan stressed the importance of
keeping inflation in check before the ar-
rival otEI Niiio, which will cut agricultural
production, leading to higher prices for
basic goods.

"The elevated inflation that we have
now, if we are unable to reduce that
inflation, and then you get this EI Niiio
phenomenon-that is a dangerous com-
bination and wewantto preventthatfrom
happening," Balisacan said.

The country remains exposed to eco-
nomic and environmental risks, including
'climate change, supply chain disruptions,
and job losses-which could prevent the
most vulnerable in society from coping
with these challenges. Institutionalizing
an SPF would reduce these risks for the
most vulnerable, he asserted.

"The intention isto institutional/zethe
existing programs, especially those that
have been proven to work so that we don't
have to restart all over again when there
is a need to provide supportto vulnerable
groups," Balisacan explained on Thursday.

Currently, he said the country has al-
ready brought inflation to a "downward
trajectory."

"We are actively monitoring the situ-
ation and implementing the necessary
measures to ensure that by the end of
the year, we should be on our target of
roughly around 4 percent and at 3.5 to 4

.percent," Balisacan said.
Headline inflation rate in Januarywas

at 8.7 percent before slowing down to
8.6 percent in February and 7.6 percent
last March.

Mitigation measures
THE NEDAofficial said soaring inflation
worsened by EI Niiio will be particularly
detrimental for the poor.

The SPF framework endorsed by the
Social Development Committee of the
Cabinet, he said, will help ensure the
marginalized remain protected during
EI Niiio and future crises.

NEDAsaid the framework will insti-
tutionalize the existing programs of the
government "that aim to prevent or al-
leviate poverty vulnerability and social
exclusion."

He recalled that they had been pitch-

ing social protection earlier, since 2014,
so that "when you have events like that,
we prevent people from falling into pov-
erty," because, he noted, "once they fall,
it's extremely difficult for them to go up
and we don't want that."

He urged concerned government
agencies to put in place all measures to
mitigate the impact of EI Niiio this year
using their existing resources under the
2023 national budget.

"Ofcourse the next step isto look at the
budget and how it [mitigation measures]
can, for example, influence the budget al-
location for. 2024," Balisacan said.

On Monday, the Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical
Services Administration (PAGASA)said
the ccuntryls expected to suffer the worst
effects of EINiiio during the last quarter

.of the year or the first quarter of 2024.

4 guarantees
BALISACANsaid the SPF consists of four
basic guarantees that coverthe entire life
cycle-health, including maternity care;
children; active age; and older persons.

In a phone interview with Business-
Mirror, Neda Undersecretary Rosemarie
G. Edillon 'explained that during discus-
sions on the SPF,it was found that existing
social.protection schemes in the country,
though effective, need to be enhanced.

One example: teenage mothers and
their children or informal sector workers
need social protection as their incomes
may not be enough for their families.

There are also Filipinos who db not
receive assistance from the Conditional
Cash Transfer (CCT)program but remain
vulnerable to various risks, she added.

Throug h the institutiona lization ofthe
SPF,these gaps in social protection will be
addressed. Efforts to address them will
be done in phases, Edillon said, and will
be subjectto the availability offinancing.

Edillon said enhancing programs
will also include safeguards such as in
the extension of unemployment insur-
ance. Filipinos who lose their jobs will be
eligible for assistance if they are actively
seeking employment or are enrolled in
some form of training, retraining, or up-
skilling program.

"Today's approval ofthe government
Social Protection Floor is a significant
progress in our country's development
history. This isa manifestation ofthegov-
ernment's commitment to significantly
reduce poverty incidence and promote
inclusive growth," Balisacan said.
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Let's not leave bamboo behind

It'stime we put bamboo back on the
map. .

I sat down with Deogracias Victor.
"DV" Sevillano; former governor of Ilocos

Sur, former deputy speaker of the isth Con-
gress, and current vice chair of the Philippine
Bamboo Industry and Development Council
(PBIDC) to discuss the lack of interest in what
has the potential to be a booming industry.

Sevillano has been vice chair since 2017,
with Rene "Butch" Madarang serving as
current executive director. "Bamboo was my
advocacy, even when I was governor," Sevil-
lano said, before switching to Taglish. "That
was one of [our projects] because it's simple,
doable, and has a purpose. Our fanners and
fisherfolk need kawayan, so if you go to the
provinces ... you'll see that every household
has bamboo in their backyard. That's where
they get ... posts for bahay kubo, fisherfolk
use them as outriggers [for their boats], and
fanners use them for trellises... it has a lot
of uses."

He learned about the PBIDC when he
was a congressman, and asked then Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry (DTI) Secretary
Ramon Lopez if the bamboo industry could

be revived. The vice
chair position was
created and Sevil-
lano was sworn in.
The PBIDC has an
automatic board
composed of the
DTI secretary as
chair and members
that include the Department of Agriculture
(DA), Department of Education (DepEd), De-
partment of Science and Technology (DOST),
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), some non-government
agencies, and so on. There is no budget al-
located to the organization. So many, if not
all of its projects, have been funded by Sevil-
lano's office since he joined. This led current
DTI Secretary Alfredo Pascual to request that
he continue in his capacity as vice chair.

Sevillano has big plans for bamboo, should
he be given the opportunity to execute them.
"I said it would be a waste if we didn't do this
because we have a new President who is also
a member of the PBIDC as the Secretary of
Agriculture. Then for the EO(Executive Order)
regarding the use of bamboo materials for

AVANT GARDEN,ER
vvmETAN

desks, tables, chairs ... there's the vice president. So I
think this is the time to take [the bamboo industry]
seriously."

He added that The Philippine Bamboo Industry
Development Roadmap already exists (interested
parties can request a copy through the Freedom of
Information Philippines website) and all government
agencies and interested parties have to do is follow it
if they are truly interested in reviving this industry,
while being open to changing according to current
circumstances, of course.

When asked about the current state of the Philip-
pine bamboo industry, Sevillano had only two words:
"Watak-watak (in shambles)."

"There are government programs," he continued.
"The DTI has provided SSF (Shared Service Facilities),
the DENR said that 50 percent of its NGP (National
Greening Program) will now go to bamboo, and the DA
said they declared it as a high value crop. So what's its
status? It's really in shambles ... no direction. So I said
our strategy should be that our next meeting be hosted
by the secretary of Agriculture so we can present the
bamboo economics for the whole industry."

Bamboo holds huge economic potential. It's an
$80 billion industry in China alone, for example, ana ~.
according to the Department of Science and Technol-
ogy (DOST), the Philippines ranks sixth in the world
in terms of bamboo exports. "We can increase our
production, and at first, we will be addressing so many
things: climate change, because it absorbs pollution.

Second, livelihood. Third, soil erosion [prevention]
can be a project," Sevillano said, expounding on the
third point. "There was a time when the DPWH [had a
project] where they planted vetiver grass as a compo-
nent of their highways. This time, why don't we add
bamboo ...? It holds the soil in place."
. The industry should be holistic. "Not just plant-
ing ... [there's] processing labong (bamboo shoots),
and there's a need for bamboo poles, so they have to be
treated. [These things have to be] community-based."

He cited a list of industry concerns: that many inter-
ested communities lack access to production materials
like seedlings; that the National Greening Program only
accounts for tree planting in protected areas, with no
follow up plan for their care after; and so on.

Bamboo, he believes, can be both an industry
resource and an integral part of public spaces. He
cited his own project when he was in office, where
his district worked with the Department of Labor and
Employment's TUPAD (Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa
Ating Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers) program
where recipients planted and maintained bamboo
parks - public spaces that are now venues for picnics
and birthday celebrations.

In the meantime, the PBIDC continues its mis-
sion to educate Filipinos on the potential benefits of
bamboo, alongside its livelihood and conservation
programs: "We inherited bamboo," Sevillano said.
"It's there whenever we need it ... but [we] have to be
educated [about its uses]."
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News
sc stops commercial
propagation of genetically
modified rice, eggplant
By REY G. PANAUGAN

The Supreme Court (SC) has
issued a Writ of Kalikasan that ef-
fectively stopped the government
temporarily from commercially
propagating genetically modi-
fied rice and eggplcmt, known
as Golden Rice and BT (Bacillus
thuringiensis) eggplant.

The writ was issued last April
18during the sc's full court session
in Baguio City,

The writ directed the secretar-
iesofthe DepartrnentofAgriculture
(DA),DepartrnentofEnvironment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
and the Department of Health
(DOH), the director of the Bureau
of Plant Industry, the Philippine
Rice Research Institute, and the
University of the Philippines in
Los Bafios in Laguna to file aver,
ified return within io days nom
notite "{ ,r' I'

~The se's public lnfonnadon
office (Pro) did not indicate in its
press statement when the resolu-
tion that contained the writ was
issued and received by the par-
ties in the petition. A copy of the
resolution was not available as
of posting.

The PIO said the SC act-
ed on the petition for a Writ

of Kalikasan filed by several
groups led by the Magsasaka at
SiY~htipikoPara sa Pag-Unlad ng
Agrikultura (Masipag).

A Writ of Kalikasan is a legal
remedy for the protection of one's
right to "a balanced and healthful
environment.... "

The group asked the SCto is-
sue a temporary environmental
protection order (TEPO) against
the commercial propagation of
Golden Rice and BT eggplant
until such time that the proof of
safety and compliance with legal
requirements is shown.

It also asked the SCto declare
null and void all biosafety permits
for Golden Rice and BT Eggplant
null and void, and to Implement
liability mechanisms in case 0
damage, as required by law.

. Inirs.~ L , •

'Je&ed thIt bodI ~.
BI' atep'D:tI~,tw:Il\1''V

~ifiedorganisms.
It claimed that Golden Rice,

which is patented to Syngenta, a
transnational agrochemical cor "
poration, is a rice tha:t~ been
modified by inserting a gene from
maize and a gene from ba~
found in soil which allows the
plant to biosynthesize beta-car I

otene in the edible parts of rice. r
i
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Reflections on Eid al-Fitr:
.'

Fusion of faith with
caring for environment
Today, April 21, has been declared a special

non-working publicholidayto commemo-
rate the end of Ramadan, a month -long

_ period of fasting observed by Muslims
throughout the world. It is known as Eidal-Fitr, or
the Festivalof Breakingthe Fast, that typicallylasts
for three days, or one less than what is observed
in Eid al-Adha, the end of the pilgrimage season
later in the year. .

The observance of Eidal-Fitr begins with spe-
cial morning prayers, at which greetings of "Eid
Mubarak" which means "Have a blessed Eid" are
exchanged. Gatherings of family and friends are
held in which special meals are served, including
savory delights such as the Turkish baklava, date-
filled pastries and cookies in SaudiArabiaand Iraq,
.and honey cake in Yemen.

Another significant feature of the observance
is the ritual of giving to those in need. Donations
to charity are given, as well as special attention
to less fortunate families. Finally, "Muslims are
encouraged to give and seek forgiveness during Eid
al- Fitr, and look forward to the opportunity to fast
again during Ramadan the following year."

According to scholars on Islam, the deepening
of individual consciousness of the Creator "implies
that one should develop an appreciation, love and
authentic form of care for what has been created
by God." Hence, this year's observance is marked
by heightened consciousness on the importance
of saving planet earth from the ravages of climate
change and environmental degradation. Mongabay,
a conservation news web portal that reports on
environmental science, energy, and green design

points out: "The act of glorification and worship
which is shared by all communities of beings on
the Earth is a sacred bond which must be carefully
tended to. The connection of the inner state of the
heart with the outer state of physical action is the
very point of intersection at which Ramadan and
the (United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change or) IPCCreport meet. AsMuslims
focus on their worship as well as acts of service
to humanity, it is imperative that they make a
very conscious commitment to connect their acts
of worship toward the wellbeing of the earth this
Ramadan."

Mongabay calls attention to the need to ensur,
the conservation ofMt. Busain Sarangani province,
home to one of the last verdant primary forests i~
Mindanao: "Despite its ecological importance, the
mountain has enjoyed little protection, with only
the topmost slopes falling under a local conserva~
tion zone." Designated as a 'keybiodiversity area irt
2001, environmentalists and local officials are now
pushing to legalize and strengthen the mountain'~
protection by including it in the ExpandedNational
Integrated Protected Areas Systems (E-NIPAS).

Lastly, a clean and green Ramadan - in which
plastics would be absent from the meals of many
Muslims breaking their fast - is a popular theme
of this year's observance. It is reported that many
mosques are progressively discontinuing single
use-products, such as plastic knives, forks and
water bottles.

When faith translates into behavior that is
socially beneficial, then it becomes truly provi-
dential. .
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BEFbRE I get to today's topic,
m~ condolences to the family

of Sec~etary Albert del. Rosario. I
never ?ealt with him as a govern-.
ment official but had extensive
dealinJIs with him in his private
work. If I had to limit myself
to on word to describe him, it
would be gracious. Beyond that,
he was very even-tempered, wise
and gature. A person who got
results due to his judgment and
calm emeanor. I can say as ad-
viser to the seller when he was part
of the~Uy side that one important
deal I ight not have happened if
not fo his counsel, and influence
to his ~ide at more than one criti-
cal mo~ent when the deal could
have c~llapsed. While I did not al-
ways a~ree with his views, I cannot
think ~f II more qgreeable person
to deal with. Add dignity to his
graciousness and I am certain that
is howl many remember him.

Iwa~firstintroduced to the theory
of Thoras Malthus in my univer-
sity eC9nomics and like with most
academic discourse prevailing then,
Malthuf' viewswere dismissed, dou-
bly so ~s I was at Ateneo, a Catholic
university I suppose even then Iwas
ofan inquisitiveand skepticalnature,
I did nft agree with its dismissal by
my professor and the text (Samuel-
son) m}dsaw inherent logic in it. In
his an9nymous essay published in
1798a~d in laterworkswhere he did
Write i~ his name, Malthus argued
that porulation growth will outpace
the grOr in supply of food.

overr,oPulation threat

As pro~ided in Britannica.corn, "In
Malthu~'sview,a human societyfree
of coerciverestraints is an impossible
ideal, bfcause the threat of popula-
tion grTwtl1will always be present.
Increasf in population, ifunchecked,
will takeplace in a geometric progres-
sion, w¥le the means of subsistence
will increase in only an arithmetic
progression, A society's population,
th,reti't wW ,,_ "",,,,d to the

AP 2.1 2U~J
DATE

That Malthusian m
THE
EMPIRICIST

STEPHEN
CUUNJIENG

limit of subsistence ...According to
Malthus, societies that ignored the
imperative for moral restraint - de-
layedmarriageand celibacyforadults
until they were economically able to
support their children - would suf-
fer the deplorable "positive checks"
of war, famine, and epidemic, the
avoidance of which should be every
society's goal. From this humane
concern about the sufferings from
positive checks arose Malthus' ad-
monition that poor laws [i.e., legal
measures that provided relief to the
poor) and charity must not cause
their beneficiariesto relaxtheir moral
restraint or increase their feltility,lest
such humanitarian gestures become
perverselycounterproductive." .

Bythe way on their website, you
can read Thomas Malthus' 1824
article "Population" which he
wrote for the fourth edition of En-
cyclopedia Britannica. He seemed
to be somewhat of a moralist as
well. I suppose given methods
of contraception were not yet in
place then and his concern on
population growth, I can see the
reason for his moralistic tone
and his view on abstention as the
solution, impractical as that has
turned out to be. As advanced so-
cieties have subsequently shown,
this is now unnecessary given to-
day's multiple methods of contra-
ception and population restraint.

In the time since the 1970s, it
seems the recently departed Gor-
don Moore's law on semiconduc-
tors has also applied in a more
restrained level to food production
as well. But Malthus' warning,
though deferred, in my view did
come to pass. Coupled with suc-
cessful population moderation in
population growth in many coun-
tries like those in the West, China,

m nt

and Japan, the continued increase
in food production and productiv-
ity has postponed the end scenario
where the increase in food produc-
tion falls behind what is needed
given population growth. But alas,
all this has probably come to an
end or close to it, especially for the
world leader in population growth
since World Warl, the Philippines.

Beyond sustainability

Over two centuries after Malthus'
warning, have we finally reached
our Malthusian moment? Has
what we take from the planet to
support our ravenous popula-
tion reached the point where
we are not just using the earth's
resources but are now depleting
and degrading it? I agree with the
overwhelming work on this sub-
ject that shows we are living be-
yond the point of sustainability.

Many articles and journals have
written about what a sustainable
global population is, and while
many have shied away from stat-
ing what that level is given all the
assumptions and speculations
needed. Especially having to make
predictions on and factor the rate
of technological progress and
productivity to make what can be
considered a sustainable popula-
tion at best rough estimates. Yet,
except for religious and biased
right-wing sites, most believe we
are beyond that point. There are

calculations per country of how
much is being depleted versus
sustained. Some sites that are
stronglyon the side of controlling
population have argued the global
sustainable population is about
1.5 to z billion (overpopulation-
project.com) or what it was 100
years ago. We are at 8 billion now
and peak population estimates
range from somewhere above 9 to
11billion. When Apollo 11landed
on the moon in 1971 there were
3.9 billion people and I don't
think we were sparsely populated
then. Thanks to high population
growth in out-of-control places
like the Philippines, a little over
50 years later we have more than
doubled globally to over 8 billion
(during that period, the Philippine
population grew from over 36 mil-
lion (source: Population Pyramid)
to over 113' million today for an
over 300 pe.rcent increase.)

What are t e Malthusian ef-
fects of this gross overpopula-
tion? An article "Understanding
Population Ci owth" from Under-
standing Global Change of the
University of California Berkeley
lists many. Here is an extract:

- Increasing the extraction of
resources from the environment.
These resources include fossil fu-
els (oil, gas, and coal), minerals,
trees, water, and wildlife, espe-
cially in the oceans. The process
of removing resources, in turn,
often releases pollutants and
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waste that reduce air and water
quality, and harm the health of
humans and other species,

- Increasing the burning of
fossil fuels for energy to generate
electricity, and to power trans-
portation (for example, cars and
planes) and industrial processes,

- Increase in freshwater use for
drinking, agriculture, recreation,
and industrial processes, Freshwater
is extracted from lakes, rivers, the
ground, and man-made reservoirs.

- Increasing ecological im-
pacts on environments. Forests
and other habitats are disturbed
or destroyed to construct urban
areas, including the construction
of homes, businesses, and roads to
accommodate growing populations.

Additionally, as populations
increase, more land is used for
agricultural activities to grow
crops and support livestock.
This, in turn, can decrease species
populations, geographic ranges,
biodiversity, and alter interac-
tions among organisms.

- Increasing fishing and hunt-
ing, which reduces species popu-
lations of the exploited species.
Fishing and hunting can also
indirectly increase numbers of
species that are not fished or
hunted if more resources become
available for the species that re-
main in the ecosystem.

- Increasing the transport of
invasive species, either intention-
ally or by accident, as people
travel and import and export sup-
plies. Urbanization also creates
disturbed environments where
invasive species often thrive and
out-compete native species. For
example, many invasive plant
species thrive along strips of land
next to roads and highways.

- The transmission of diseases.
Humans living in densely popu-
lated areas can rapidly spread
diseases within and among popu-
lations. Additionally, because
transportation has become easier
and more frequent, diseases can

, .,.

spread quickly to new regions.

Demographic dividend

I don't expect the religious or
closed-minded to agree with me.
I try to go where facts and logic
take me, not dogma or ideology.
I think there is greater hope for
my children and their generation
as at least for the highly edu-
cated ones, many are planning
not to have several children, but
just one and two at most. Why
have they voluntarily chosen to
implement what China used to
dictate? They tell me it is needed
for the environment and sustain-
ability, and they want to ensure
the highest quality of life and op-
portunities they can give to their
children. They are also people
who have access to contracep-
tion. I wish Icould live like them.

I am not going to discuss the
nonsense of the demographic divi-
dend in detail, having previously
done so. It may work for rich COUll-

tries with full employment that are
not straining their resources like in
Scandinavia. None of the reasons
apply to the overpopulated, over-
dense, resource-challenged Philip-
pines whose only solution for our
world-beating population growth
but underperforming economic
growth (while this wonderful de-
mographic dividend has been in
place) is to force their citizens to
leave to find employment and live
apart from their families to keep
their families and them from starv-
ing, We would collapse without
exporting our tens of millions of
Filipinos to far from ideal jobs and
hoping demand for them overseas
continues to increase. Watch the
chaos if the diaspora has to return.
You will have EDSA 3 and pos-
sibly worse in short order would
be my predictlon. That would be
the test and show whether we
are living a demographic disas-
ter versus the inapplicable and
fancied demographic dividend.
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, NATIONAL WATER R£8OURCE8 BOARD\ •.••••••••.•.•••.•..o....a-.CIII."'-"'-'"

PRfMEWATER INPIIA811WCTURE COItP.,
Applicant

, x
C8M No, 23-3591

NOTIC. 0' HUlliNG

Thills an application for Certificate of Public Coovenlence 10operala and maintain a welerwort<o
oyolem within Camalla Venezia Subdivision, Barangay Pulang Lupa t, Lal Plnas City. Melro Manila,
with Ihe following proposed ralel:

PROPOSED TARIFF

Residential and Inltitutional

SID 005~ _
"tO~

)S" P389,OO 78.20
Yo" PS22,OO 12e.70
I" PI .50 253.40

Residential and Commercial- ...~- •. t.~ tt-am3 Zt-30ml 11'-RIlI 0..._
r P389.00 79.20 81.80 84,00 86,40 81.80

Yo" PS22,OO 128,70 130,150 134,SO 138,30 142.00
I" PI .SO 253,40 281,00 268.90 278,50 284.10.- 0...1 m3
%" 192,40
Yo" 307,90
I" 81UO

This appllcallon will be InniaUy heard by the Board on • May 2023. The hearing wiN atart al':OO
0' clock In tM momlng allhe NWRB-WUD Con*"nce Room. 81h Floor. NIA Building. EDSA. Quezon
C~y. al which lime appIlcanl,hall preoanlltl evidence,

~
At le •• t fIftHn (tli dayl prior to the acheduled hearilla, appllcanl 8hall publlih Ihls nolice

once In a dally newapaper of genera' circulation in Metro Manila and sarve by personal deilvery or
reglltered mail a copy of the (II application and 118attachmenla, and (1Illhla noIlca, to all affacted
partin appearing on page 2 hereof.

Partlel opposed 10 the granling of the application muol flIe thalr written oppoellion IUpported
by documenlary evidence on or before the above Icheduled data of hearing, fumllhlng a copy of the
•• me 10 Ihe eppllcant

Failur. on the part of any person affected 10 file its oppolltlon on lime and 10appear allhe hearing
will be' conllrued a, • waiver of their right to be heard, The Board will procaad to hear and decide
Ihe appllcetion based on Ihe evidence oubmltted,

likewlsa, failure by Ihe applicant 10 appear allhe hearing ,hall amount to lack of inleresl on ilo
part and lhe In81anl application Ihall be diomlased accordingly,

Wrtna.' the Honorable Executive Director of the National Water Resource. Board this 2~ day
of March 2023.

, By Authority of the Board:

Dr. SEVlu~r., CESO III
Executive Dlractor

Affected Par1lea:

The Secretary
Sanlll/unieng Panlungood
L.I Pin.1 City. Metro Manila

The ".rangey Chairman
Blrangay Pulang Lupa I
Las Pinao City. Metro ManUa

The Homeownera AlOn. Presldenl
Clmella Vanezia Subdivision
Barangay Pulang Lup. I
Lao Pinal City. Melro Manila

The Administrator
Metropoillan Welerwort<. & S_erage Syslem
MWSS Compound, Kallpunan Road
Balara, Quezon City

MY - "",: 21, 2023

STORY

APR2i 2u~'
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NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD•••• ___ ••••••--.~c:lI ••••••• ttM

PRIMEWATER INFRASTIlUCTURE COIU' ••
Applicant. ~,. c..No.~7

x x ;j, r ~ ..•,
NOne. or HUllING

This is an application for Certificate of Public Conventenca to operate and maintain a waterworb
system wnhln Brescia Subdivision, Barangay Greater Fairview, Quezon City. Metro Maniilo. wnh the
following proposed rateSl

PROPOSEDTARlFF

Residential and Institutional

PI BID 04rn3 mln •• 10m3 11-20 rn3 21-30 rn3 31040rn3 o..t40
%" P 358.50 82.20 83.20 114.20 115.20 . 118.20
%" P574.00 131.80 133.10 134.80 138.40 137.10
I" P 1147.50 2113.10 286.20 288.80 2n.80 275.70

Residential and Commercial

PI SIz.o 04m3 mln •• 10m3 11-20 m3 21-30 m3 Sl..a1ll3 411III
'A," P 358.50 82.20 83.20 114.20 85.20 .20
%" P 574.00 131.80 133.10 134.80 138.40 137.10
1" P1147.50 283.10 286.20 288.80 2n.8O 275.70

Commercial and Industrial

PI BID 0.15 rn3 min. 11-3Om3 31_rn3 1I01"1000m3 O¥wl000m3
'A," P2371.50 187.70 In.4O 181.10 181.10
%" P 3.793.50 288.40 275.80 2111.00 2111.00
I" P7587.00 538.80 551.70 582.00 582.00

Others

I Pipe Size I Percu.m. IYo" P 229.50

This application will be Initially heard by the Board on •• ay 2023. The hearing wiH .tart at.:tO
0' clock In thl morning at the NWRB"WUD Conference Room, 8th Floor. NIA Building. EDSA, Quezon
City, at Which time applicant shall present its evldenca.

At I.a.t flftHn (15) day. prior to the .ch.du •••• h.arlng. applicant shall publish thle notlca
onca in a daily newspeper of general circulation In _ ManUa and sarve by paIWIIIIl delivery or
registered mail a copy of the (I) application and Its attachments, and (il) \hll notice, to an 81IecIed
parties appeartng on paga 2 hereof.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written opposition oupportad
by documentary evidence on or before the above scheduled date of hearing. furnishing a copy of the
same to the applicant.

Failure on \he part of any person affected to file "s oppoaition on tima Ind to appear at tha hearing
will be construed as a waiver of their right to be heard. The Board will proceed to hear and decide
the application based on the evidence aubmftted.

likewise. failure by the applicant to appear at the hearing shall amount to lack of Intereot on Its
part and the Instant application shall be dismissed accordingly.

Witness the Honorable Executive Director of the National Water Relourcas Board this 211'"day
of March 2023.

BYAu~oerd: ".

" " J
""

Dr. SEVILLO. VID. Jr •• CESO III

• Executive Director
Affected Parties:

~( •" ,. (' ~.iThe Secretary
Sanggunlang Penlungsod
Quezon City. Metro Manila . ' ,
The Barangay Chairman
Barangay Greater Fairview Iii r ,
Quezon City, Metro Manila . f
The Homeowners Assn. Presidenl
Brescia Subdivision
Barangay Greater Fairview
Quezon City, Metro Manila

r , "'\',. t~ ~ \The Administrator . / JJ :, ' \. .,
Metropolitan Waterworks & Sewerage System \J ~ •.
MWSS Compound, Katlpunan Roed
Balars. Quezon City MT "~. 21, 2023,. ~ .I, , ~-
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PRIMEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE CORP., I
ApplIcant. C- No. 23-3592

x x I
I I

NOTICI! 0' HURING

This Is an application lor Certificate 01Public Convenience to operate and maintain a _erwort<o,
oystem within Camella Porac Subdivision, Barangay Sla. Cruz, Municipality 01 Porac, province 01:
Pampanga, with the lollowlng proposed rates:

PROPOSED TARIFF .-

Resldenlial end Instnulional

PIDo_ Nm3 mln &-10",3 II-20m3 21-30mS 31•••• 11I3 0Ver40m3
%' P 361.00 73.80 75.80 78.20 112.80 118.40
%" P 517.50 117.70 121.00 128.70 132.50 138.30
I" P 1155.00 235.40 242.00 253.40 284.80 278.80

Residential .nd Commercial__
114m3 mln I-l0m3 11-20m3 21-30mS 31•••• "'3 OVer_

%' P 361.00 73.60 75.60 79.20 112.80 88.40
%" P 517.50 117.70 121.00 126.70 132.50 136.30
I" P 1155.00 235.40 242.00 253.40 284.80 278.80

Commercial and Industrial-- 0.1Im3 mln. 11-3Om3 31.aoGmS 101-11OOmS OVer 1••• m3
li" P 2.214.00 156.00 172.80 193.80 193.80
%" P3S43.OO 249.80 278.50 310.10 310.10

II" P7084.50 4".30 552.90 Ql.30 820.30 ;

- This application will be Initially heard by the Board on • MIl, 2023. The hearing will otart at'
':000' clock In the morning at the NWRB-WUD Conlerence Room, 8th Floor, NIA Building, EDSA. '
Quezon City, at which time applicant shall present Its evidence.,

At I.aot fllt •• n 115) da,. prior to the .chadulad h.aring, applicant Ihall publioh this nottee :
once In a dally newspeper 01general circulation in the province of Pampanga and serve by parsonsl •
delivery or regislered mail a copy of the (I) application and ns attachments, and (Ii) Ihls notice, to all
afIected parties appearing on page 2 hereof.

Plrtie. opposed 10 the granting 01 the application must file their written oppoanlon aupported '
by documentary evidence on or befora the above achaduled dale of hearing, furnishing a copy of :
the •••••• 10 the applicant. ,

Failure on the part of any peraon affected to file Its opposition on time and to appear at the •
he.rlng wlU be construed ae a waiver of their right to be heard. The Board will proceed to hear and :
decide the application baud on the evidence submitted. •

Uk_i •• , faHure by the applicant to appear at the heartng Ihall amount to lack of Interelt on
It. part and the Inltanl application ohall be dlsml •• ed accordingly.

Wrtneoo the Honorable Executive Director of the National Water Resourcas Board this 29"
day of March 2023. ~~~-.,

. ,I

n Dr. SEVILLO • AVID, Jr., CI!SO In
Executive Director

Affected Partie.:

The Secretary , I
5anlllluniang Bayan t
Porac, Pampang_ .' ,

!, , r IThe Barangay Chairman ,
Barangay Sla. Cruz
Porac, Pempanga I •

I, The Homeowners Asln. Prnldant
ICimIni Pgrll' $ubdivllion .-

Barangey S18. Cruz , l

Porae, Pampanga 'J ,
The General Manager .
Porae Water Dlolrict

i. , !
Cangatba, Porae, Pampanga 2008 .. MT - AjIr. 21. 2023

. .




