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DENR chief holds meeting
with land-reclamation critics

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

'I @jonlmayuga

In a statement, Yulo-Loyzaga
said inputs from all sectors are
valuable for the DENR to deliver
its mandate.

The dialogue enables the gather-
ing of ground-based knowledge and
accelerates the collection ofdata and
evidence from affected communities
and stakeholders.

The DENR, Yulo-Loyzaga said,
will likewise hold consultations
with academic institutions, ex-
perts, advocates, and other civil
society groups.

"We are reviewing every thing-
policies, processes, and the immedi-
ate actions that need to be taken in
order to address this environmental
issue. Your inputs today are valuable
for the DENR. I am here to lister}.
That is the promise I am giving you.

That listening will result in what
we are trying to actually achieve:
changes in the process, changes in
the policy, and possibly, changes in
the people," the DENR chief said in
the statement.

Duringthemeeting, Hicap, how-
ever, expressed disappointment
over the irreversible damage in
Manila Baycaused by land reclama-
tion, its impacts on the livelihoods
of people dependent on fishing, and
the alleged threats to those who
oppose such.

Pamalakaya has been demand-
ing for an audience with the
DENR for several months now
and held at least four pickets last
year to press for their demand to
stop the land redamation proj-
ects in the area.

For his part, Ecourged the DENR
tomake the system and process more
participatory rather than just being
consultative. .

He also said that the DENR
should set a threshold of harm,
which should serve as the basis for
the denial of environmental compli-
ance certificate application,

Eco also said a precautionary
principle should also be applied at
all ti,mes.

For her part, Loyzaga appealed
to environmental groups to share
data and evidence to help the DENR
accelerate the reforms that need to
be undertaken.

THE practice of land reclama-
tion, also called dump-and-
fill, may cause irreversible

damage to the coastal ecosystem.
This was stressed by interna-

tional nongovernment organiza-
tion Oceana Philippines and fish-
erfolk groups under the Pamban-
sang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamal-
akayang Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) as
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
held its first public consultation
with leaders of environmental
groups that oppose land reclama-
tion in Manila Bay on Friday, April
14 at the DENR Central Office in
Quezon City.

The consultation, attended bykey
DENRofficials led by Secretary Ma-
ria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, was part
of the "continuous policy review and
outreach to stakeholders on environ-
mentally critical issues,"

Joining Loyzaga were DENR
Undersecretaries Jonas' Leones,
Juan Miguel Cuna, CP David,
and Marilou Erni; DENR Techni-
cal Adviser to the Secretary Dr.
Noralene Uy; Professor Jessica
Bercilla; and Atty. Gia Ibay, head
of the Climate Change and Ener-
gy Programme. of World Wildlife
Fund Philippines (WWF).

Fernando Hicap, national chair-
man of Pamalakaya, Narod Eco
member of Ad~ocates of Scienc~
and Technology for the People
(AGHAM) and a former research-
er at the University of the Philip-
pines' National Institute of Geo-
logical Sciences; Atty. Rose-Liza
Osorio, Legal and Policy Specialist
of Oceana Philippines; Paco Perez,
Campaign Officer of NILAD; Jer-
win Baure, Public Information Of-
ficer ofAGHAM; and Jon Bonifacio,
National Coordinator of Kalikasan
People's Network for the Environ-
ment att~ the event.

The DENR cfiief said the agency
is building a constituency for I sil-
ient development through contin-
uous consultation. It will hold an
Experts Forum on Reclamation in
May that will be compo sed of two
sessions: Governance and Techni-
cal Issues.

The former will tackle process-
es, policies, programs, plans, and
actions, while the latter session
-will focus on the scientific as ect
of reclamation. Yulo-Lo rzaga so
invited Pamalakaya and AGH
as panelists in the multi-stake-
holder forum.

"The processes and policies cur-
rently being reviewed are part f a
larger effort to bring integrity to the
Department ...weneedtoundersl nd
that we must be fit for our purj lose
and for the values that we want the
Department to represent," Yulo-
Loyzaga explained.

Interviewed by the Business-
Mirror, Hicap said he was particu-
larly dismayed at how tl e DENR
officials responded to the issues
and concerns they have p 'eviously
raised.

"Wewere able to raise the issue
of land reclamation but the DENR
asked for data from us," he said.
Hicap also noted the DENR chief
made no promise to stop land rec-
lamation activities.
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Gov't agencies set
•awareness campaIgn

on water, energy conservation
By HELEN FLORES

Government agencies will launch
a campaign to increase public aware-
ness on water and energy conser-
vation as part of the measures to
mitigate the effects of the looming
EINino.

President Marcos gave the direc-
tive during his meeting with various
agencies at Malacariang yesterday
as the Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) warned
of increasing chances of a dry spell
hitting the country in the latter part
of the year.

"We are expecting a reduction
on our water supply. So, (Marcos)
ordered earlier that we should have
a public awareness campaign im-
mediately ... and should start with
government agencies, including pub-
lic institutions, schools to save water
before the problem gets worse," Of-
fice of Civil Defense administrator
Undersecretary Ariel Nepomuceno
said at a press briefing in Malaca-
fiang.

At the same briefing, National Ir-
rigation Administration acting chief
Eduardo Guillen said they have
formulated short-, medium- and
long-term solutions to the impend-
ing drought to hit the country in the
next months.

"In fact, we have what is called a
cropping calendar, where we plan
how much we can irrigate. And here,
we are prioritizing those areas that

are close to the source for rice plant-
ing," Guillen told reporters ..

"We will concentrate on hybrid
.rice because its output is actually
two times during the dry season,"
he added.

Aside from conserving water,
the President also wants the public
to conserve electricity, according to
Nepomuceno.

PAGASA deputy administrator
Esperanza Cayanan, who was also
at the Palace briefing, said EI Nino
could intensify in the last quarter of
the year or early next year.

Cayanan added that based on their
latest forecast, the probability of the
occurrence of ElNino increased to 80
percent this June, July and August. It
may increase to about 86 percent in
November, December and January.

EI Nino brings drier than normal
condition.

"Bynext month, we will be issuing
the second level, which is El Nino

. alert, which means there is above
70 percent of probability of EI Nino
occurrence in the next two months,"
Cayanan said.

The PAGASA official, however,
warned of extreme rainfall events
before the onset of EINino.

"For example, during Ondoy in
2009 ... before we felt the lack of wa-
ter,we experienced extreme (rainfall)
events," she said.

PAGASA climatologists forecast
this year's EI Nino to be of "weak
to moderate" intensity, according to
Cayanan.

D D D
~ BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY

-1 - 2



STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND~5::~~INITIATIVES

, SERVICE

~DPO ••~ •• ~SIIICI 111I

IIA IL .~BULLITII
THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

DO
EDITORIAL CAlTOONp."2.f 1

/vRY

Marcos orders whole-of -natea
approach to address EI Nino
By RAYMUND ANTONIO
and ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

President Marcos directed
government agencies to come
up with a "whole-of-nation"
and "whole-of-government"
approach in preparing for
the EI Nino phenomenon
that could hit the country
this year.

Office of Civil Defense
(OeD) Administrator Under-
secretary Ariel Nepomuceno



D
UPPER

D
LOWER

D D
EDITORIAL CARTOON

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND----"'! INITIATIVES

SERVICE

~~III~
SIIICI tIOI

MAIIL BULLI II
THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

D
PAGE

"'0' ~y

Marcos orders whole-of-nation
approach to address EI Nino 1~
inaasahang masamang epekto ng El
Nino (President Bongbong Marcos
gave clear instructions earlier to
strengthen our preparations against
the expected adverse effects of El
Nino)," the official said.

80% chance of EI Nino
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-

physical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) projected
an 80 percent chance of El Nino de-
veloping between June and August,
up from the previsus forecast of 55
percent last month.

PAGASA Deputy Administrator
Esperanza Cayanan, in a televised
briefing, said they may upgrade its
advisory from "El Nino Watch" to "El
Nino Alert" in May, with the increased
probability of El Nino developing.

She added that the likelihood of
El Nino occurring from November-
December 2023 to January 2024 in-
creased to 86 percent.

"So from El Nino watch, by next
month, May, we will be issuing the
second level which is El Nino Alert
kung saan mayroon po tayong (where
we have) above 70 percent probability
of El Nino occurrence for the next two
months," Cayanan said.

Prepare for water shortage
Nepomuceno shared that the

country needs to prepare for a pos- ,
sible water shortage as the President
also instructed for a public awareness
campaign "immediately. JI

Conserving water, however, must
be started by government agencies
and public institutions, including
schools, Nepomuceno added.

Aside from conserving water,
Marcos also wants the public to con-
serve electricity to cushion the effects
of the dry spell, which could intensify
in the last quarter of the year or early
next year.

There are two specific instruc-
tions given by the President, the OCD
official said.

One, is the adoption of a whole-
of-government or whole-of-nation
approach, and the other one is putting
up protocol-based and scientific long-
term processes that could be adopted
by the country.

"So, ang gusto ng Pangulo po na-
tin ay convergence effort po ito (The
President wants this to be a conver-
gence effort)," said acting National
Irrigation Administration (NIA) Ad-
ministrator Eduardo Guillen.

Through the mechanisms of the
National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council (NDRRMC),
President Marcos specifically in-
structed concerned government agen-
cies to quickly form an ElNino team so
they could effectively respond to the
crisis, according to the OCDofficial.

Rainfall event before El Nino
• Cayanan said that before the coun-
try feels the effect of the El Nino phe-
nomenon, there will still be the rainy
season associated with the southwest
monsoon or "habagat" season.

"From previous experience po
natin, puwede po tayong maka-
experience ng extreme rainfall event
kagaya po ng isang example noong
Ondoy noong 2009 wherein nagka-
roon po kasi tayo ng El Nino 2009,
2010. Pero bago natin naramdaman
iyong kakulangan sa tubig, naka-ex-
perience po tayo ng extreme [rainfall]
events (From our previous experience,
we had extreme rainfall events like
Ondoy in 2009 where we had EI Nino
in 2009-2010. But before we felt that
lack of water, we had extreme rainfall
events)," Cayanan said.

"Ang posibleng impacts po nito [El
Nino] in some areas of the country ay
iyon pong drought or dry spell, but
this will be felt towards the last quar-
ter (The possible impacts of El Nino in
some areas of the country are drought
or dry spell, but 'this will be felt to-
wards the last quarter)," she added.

Based on the PAGASA's rainfall
forecast, "near-normal" rainfall
will prevail throughout the country
in May.

Most of the country will have
near-normal rainfall in June, except
for the western section of Central
Luzon where above-normal rainfall
may prevail.

PAGASAsaid there will be a "high
probability" for near-normal rainfall
in most parts of the country in July
and near-normal rainfall in most
parts of the country with some areas
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in western Luzon likely to r eive
above-normal rainfall and patches
of below - normal rainfall in Visayas
and Mindanao in August.

PH needs P2 trillion
Meanwhile, Guillen said the

country needs P2 trillion to irngate
1.2 million hectares of potentially
irrigable areas in the country

In a media briefing hosted by
press briefer Daphne Osefia-Paez,
the NIA officiai stressed the need
for more investments in irrigation
to address the potenti 1 ad .rse
impacts of El Nino in the coun .ry's
agricultural sector.

He discussed the needed bu get
for the irrigable areas, but ad it-
ted that NlA's recent proposal -as
only for P200 billion a year.

"Actually, ang natit rang po-
tentially irrigable areas natin 1.2
million hectares. Kailan an niyan
P2 trillion lahat pero an proposal
lamang po natin is sana 200 '1-
lion a year para madali aman to
ma-attain. Ang proposa.. po na in
is P100 billion a year na pondo sa
NIA (Actually, our remaming po-
tentially irrigable areas is 1.2 mil-
lion hectares. It needs P2 trillion in
total but our proposal is hopefully
P200 billion a year for this to be
easily attainable. Our proposal is
P100 billion a year of funds for
NIA)," Guillen said.

He revealed that President
Marcos had already instructed
him to "compress" the country's
irrigation plans from the supposed
80-year timeline into 10 years.

To do this, the NIA official
stressed the need for an additional
budget as the agency needs P100
billion a year, while also as ing the
Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) to contribute.

The sectoral meeting was at-
tended by the chiefs of the Depart-
ment of National Defense (DND),
Department of Energy (DOE),
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), De-
partment of Science and Tech-
nology (DOST), National Disaster
Risk Reduction and, Management
Council (NDRRMC), Department
of Agriculture (DA), Depa tment
of Health (DOH), National Water
Resources Board (NWRB), Metro-
politan Waterworks and Se erage
Systems (MWSS) and NIA.



~~ STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

" r INITIATIVES
~'iiliiiiiii2 ' SERVICE~

DUPPER
DLOWER

ImfIf.1II D
~~e)ilanila~ime5 ,~, D D D• tANNEREDITORIALCARTOONSTORY

- .
I

DATE
TlTlE:=-=====..;;::.==================~PA_G_E===- -:--::---= _

Marcos
orders
creation of
EI Nino team
PRESIDENTFerdinand Marcos Jr.has
ordered the creation of an "EI Nino
Team" that will handle the govern-
ment's response to the effects of the
impending weather phenomenon, an
official said on Tuesday.
The President gave the order during

a sectoral meeting in Malacafiang,
where he and all concerned govern-
ment agencies discussed the possible
impact of the El Nino phenomenon
on food, water and energy security,
and public health and safety in the
country.
At a Palace press briefing, Office

pf Civil Defense Administrator Ariel
Nepomuceno said Marcos gave "clear
instructions" to spur preparations for

>-CreationA2

the expected negative impact of El
. Nino that may hit the country this
year or until early next year.
'He told us to put in place a

whole-of-government or whole-of-
nation approach to brace for the
threat. So through mechanisms of
the NDRRMC (National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
Council), he (Marcos) specifically
instructed us to form an El Nino
Team immediately. So the con-
cerned government agencies that
will handle the response and the
mitigation activities will be im-
mediately formed," Nepomuceno
added in English and Filipino.
"The second instruction was

to ensure long-term processes
that will be protocol-based and
scientific, it's better that we are
prepared, N he said.
Government agencies were

also tasked to prepare for a pos-
sible water shortage and launch
a public awareness campaign to
conserve water and energy.
He said the President wanted

the government, specifically the
Department of Health, to focus
on illnesses that are usually
experienced during the EI Nino
phenomenon.
"The key here is early prepara-

tion, sowe are now being asked to
do that even though the possible
worst effect will happen during
the last quarter of the year or the
first quarter of next year ifEI Nino
hits us,' Nepomuceno added.
The Philippine Atmospheric,

Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Paga-
sa) said El Nino is characterized
by unusually warmer-than-av-
erage sea surface temperatures
in the central and eastern equa-
torial Pacific.
As an effect, below-normal rains

are expected, which can cause dry
spells and droughts in several
areas of the country - affecting
the growth of plants, crops and~------~--~~,~----

• CREATION FROM A 1

Marcos
even livestock .
While an EI Nino is not offi-

cially underway, Pagasa last March
elevated its monitoring to an El
Nino Watch, which means that
there is a 55 percent chance of El
Nino being declared between July
and September 2023.
Pagasa Deputy Administrator

Esperanza Cayanan, during the
same Palace press briefing, said
the public should conserve water
in preparation for El Nino.
. Citing their latest forecast,
Cayanan also said the probability
of the occurrence of EI Nino in-
creased to 80 percent this coming
June, July and August.
The forecast noted that the

probability may also spike to
about 86 percent for the months
of November, December and Janu-
ary, she added.
uWe should save water when

there's rain. We could still store
the water until the next wet sea-
son. We see that the serious effect
could be felt in the last quarter of
this year or during the first quarter
up to summer of next year," Cay-
anan said in English and Filipino.

"Let us conserve and use water
wisely so that our consumption
will not increase because later on,

. we will not have enough water,"
she added.
Cayanan explained that bef re

the Philippines experiences t e
phenomenon, the country can
expect heavy rainfall.
If the El Nino phenomen n

turns out to be "strong," she said
this could be compared to the
extreme rainfall that took place
during Tropical Storm "Ondoy"
(international name: "Ketsana"].
Ondoy then combined with e

enhanced southwest monso n
and hit Luzonin 2009, submerg-
ing areas like Metro Manila in
floods at record-breaking levels.
uWecan experience heavy rain-

fall events before we experience
the impacts of El Nino because e
are already entering the rainy sea-
son this coming June, July, August
up to September," Cayanan said.

CATHERINE S. VALENTE
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WATER-SUPPLY INFRA, CONSERVATION EFFORTS PRIORITY

Govt preps for worst-case EI
By 'sAMUEl P. MEOL"'Jl.LA

tl9S4/f1_mrthnill.

THE government is now bracing
for the possible worst impact of

. El Nino, which is expected to hit
the country by the last quarter of the .
year, by prioritizing the construction
of water supply infrastructure in high-
risk areas and initiating early water and
power conservation efforts.

EI Nino...
CO[(JTINUED FROM A1

Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) to discuss ways to
mitigate the effects of the long dry spell from
El Nino.

I

He ordered the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC)
to create a team to coordinate government
efforts and create protocols on EI Nino response.

Infrastructure projects
OCD administrator Ariel F. Nepomuceno said
among the President's instructions was to .
fast-track the construction of infrastructures
projects to increase water storage capacity in
high risk areas.

Citing data from the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), he
said there are currently over 450 such projects
nationwide.

"The President wants us to identify which
[projects] should be given priority after
PAGASAgave the possible [areas] which could
immediately suffer the worst effects [of EI
Nino] namely Bataan, Cavite, and maybe Ilocos
Norte," Nepomuceno said in Filipino in a press
conference in Malacanang last Tuesday.

National Irrigation Administration (NIA)
acting administrator Eduardo G. Guillen said
they are proposing the construction of high
dams, which can beused both to address floods,
and store water for droughts.

"If we have a series of dams in our major and
principal river basins, we will no longer have any
problem-when it floods as well as during EI
Nino. So, this is what the President is saying as a
long-term solution," Guillen said.

To boost the country's preparedness for El Nino
and future dry spells, he said they are also pushing
for their funding to be increased to PlOD billion
per year, which they can use to reduce the period
needed to irrigate 1.2 million hectares ofland from
80 year to just 10 years.

TT

I

tie said they will be augmented by tne
initiatives of the Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) as well as the private
sector.

Other mitigation measures
ASIDE from new infrastructure,
Nepomuceno said they are also working on a
water-sharing arrangement between Metro
Manila's major water concessionaires to
minimize the risk of water interruption in the
region during EI Nino.

The President also wants the launch of
a public awareness campaign on water and
electricity conservation as soon as possible to
ensure the country will still have reliable utilities
during El Nino, according to the OCD official.

He said Marcos also tasked the Department
of Health (DOH) to prepare for the ailments that
can spread during El Nino.

Guillen said interventions to help farmers
cope with EI Nino were also discussed during
their meeting with Marcos.

He said measures include encouraging the
affected-farmers to plant hybrid rice, which have
double outputs during dry season, as well as
high-value crops.· .

Moderate EI Nino
PAGASA deputy administrator Esperanza O.
Cayanan said they expect the upcoming E1
Nino by this year will be "moderate."

She noted it might be similar to EI Nino in
2002 to 2003 marked by rainfall during the
early parts of the year followed by a drought
by November and December.

Based on its forecast this year, PAGASA
expects a similar trend, wherein several
tropical cyclones will enter the country from
June to September before the dry spell in the
last quarter of the year.

"But we are not discounting the possibility
we can end up with a strong [EI Nino],"
Cayanan said.

She noted the last recorded strong El Nino
affected the country from 2014 to 2016.

Nepomuceno said they have already taken
into consideration the "worst case scenario"
in their evidence-based El Nino preparations.

"It is better for us to prepare for the worst-
case scenario, but we need it to be a scientific
approach so DOST, particularly PAGASA,will
playa big role in our actions," Nepomuceno said.

o
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By BELLA CARIASO

The waters in 26areas in Puerto Galera did not pass the quality
guidelines set by the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) following tests conducted as the oil spill from
the sunken tanker Princess Empress reached the town.

The DENR said only nine of the "The visual appearance of the
35sampling stationsmet the criteria water does not necessarily mean
for water quality on oil and grease. fish .in the area can be consumed
These are the shorelines in Small or it is safe for swimming," Leones

Lalaguna and BigLalaguna, Balete, said.
Central Sabang,CocoBeach,Batan- In a joint statement, the DENR
gasa Channel, Paniquian, Balatero and DOH warned the public to
and WestSan Isidro Bay. avoid exposure to contaminants.
"Based on our data, even be- "Based on safety and health

fore the oil spill, the water quality measures, occupational and rec-
in Puerto Calera was poor. The reational activities should not be
data we have are not conclusive, allowed in these bodies of water,"
whether the contamination is re- DOH officer-in-charge Maria Ro-
ally due to the oil spill," DENR sario Vergeire told a press briefing
Undersecretary Jonas Leones said. yesterday. "Weare coming out with
He said it is up to the Depart- this advisory towarn people as these

ment ofHealth (DOH) and Depart- might cause harmful effectsto your
ment ofTourism whether to imple- body."
ment a fishing ban and prohibit In a statement, the DOH advised
tourism activities, respectively, in the public to avoid consumption
Puerto Calera. of contaminated fish, shellfish and
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other seafood.
"Subsequentmonitor b ofwater

quality in the area and 0 er nearby
water sourcesshould be u Iertaken
by concerned local government
units and water serviceproviders,"
the DOH added.
The department warned he

public that contaminants may c se
various skin diseases.
"Oil and grease may also result

in aspiration leading to respIr l Iry
diseases while ingestion will c use
gastrointestinal irritations w+i ch
may manifest acutely as abdon inal
pain, nausea, vomiting and diar-
rhea," the DOH said.

'Leakage cont Ined
within the month'

DENR Secretary Antonia Yulo-
Loyzaga expressed hop that the
oil spill can be contained within
the month.
"At this point let's take a look.

Hopefully within the month or 0
the leakage will be contained defi-
nitely and we will actually be able

to say what kind of damage has
been incurred in the ecosystems
that are submerged in the water,"
Loyzaga said.
She said there are some ecosys-

temsthat may be impacted by the
oil spill and there is a need to go into
thewater to seewhether coralshave
been affected.
Princess Empress was carrying

800,000liters of industrial oil when
it sank in the waters off Naujan
town on Feb. 28.~~-~

Damage to the fishery sector
and income loss reached nearly PI
billion, the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources said over th
weekend.
PresidentMarcoshad earlier said

there is no deadline for the cleanup'
of the oil spill as timelines may be
changed by weather conditions.
The Philippine Coast Guard

said up to 4.155 kilometers of
the affected shoreline have been
cleaned up.

- With Alexis Romero, Rhodina
Villanueva, Robertzon Ramirez
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26 spots in Galera
fail water quality test
Only 9 of 35 sampling stations in Oriental Mindoro's
top tourism spot passed a recent water quality test
but there was no clear indication this was caused by
the oil spill from a sunken fuel tanker, the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources said.
But Tourism Secretary Christina Frasco said the
government would not dose Puerto Galera as the
nine areas that passed the test were important -15
dive spots. ~STORY BY INQUIRER STAFF
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SUN AND SEA Puerto Galera's famous White Beach plays host to hundreds of tourists enjoying the sun and sand in this photo taken on March 29. It will remain open despite the poor water quality
test results and threat of oil spill from the sunken MT Prince,s Empress. -.HOTOIIOM M •• GYAHTIAVIL VLOG

Despite· poor water quality,
Puerto Galera to stay open

DENR:Only 9 of 35 sampling stations in Oriental Mindoro's top tourism spot passed test; no indication it's caus!d byoil spill
B1Jane Bautista,
Nestor Corrales
and Dona Z, P••• ibugan
@TearnInquirer

Only nine out of 35 sampling
stations in the municipality of
Puerto Galera, the top tourist
destination in Oriental Mindoro
province. passed the water qual-
itytest conducted by the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natu·
ral Resources (DENR~

Environment Undersecre·
tary Jonas Leones. at a press
briefing on Tuesday, reminded
the public to be cautious as con-
taet with the contaminated wa-
ter could result in skin diseases,
rashes or blisters,

In a joint statement with the
Department of Health (DOH).
the DENRon Tuesday said the
areas that met the water qual-
ity test were the Small lala-
guna and Big Lalaguna shore-
lines, Baiete, Central Sabang

shoreline, CocoBeach,Batangas
Channel, Paniquian. Balatero
and West San Isidro Bay.

Leonas stressed that the
results of the test, which ana-
Iyzed the oil and grease con-
taminants, were not yet condu-
sive on whether the poor'warer
quality in the 26 other stations
could be attributed to the oil
spill that hit Oriental Mindoro
after oil tanker MT Princess
Express sank in its waters with
Soo,ooo liters of industrial fuel
on Feb. 28.

'A study is needed to fur-
ther analyze the water quality
because based' on our data re-
sults, the water quality in those
areas in Puerto Galera was nor
good even before [the oil spiUr
he said.

Leonespointed out that even
ifPuerto Galera'swaterwasciear,
It mighr still be contaminated.

Environment Secretary Ma·
ria Antonia Yulo·Loyzaga, in

the 'same briefing, was optimis-
tic that the government would
be able to' contain the oil spill
off Oriental Mindoro within the
month.

'When it comes to the wa-:
rers on the shoreline, we will
continuously test for the pres-
ence of any kind of contam-
inants and we will be there I
think much longer than other
agencies because the ecosystem
imparts are actually long term,'
Yulo-Loyzaga said.

Exercise caution
Based on the DENR's wa-

ter quality tests, the DOH has
warned against the health haz-
ards of water contamination.

"In the interest of public
health and safety, the DOH ad-
vises the public to exercise cau-
tion and refrain from consuming
water from affected areas and
when conducting water-related
occupational (e.g. fishing, sea·

weed farming) and recreational
activities,' the DOH said in its
joint stateIDen,twith the DENR.

'The public is also advised
to avoid consumption of con-
taminated fish. shellfish and
other seafood products: it add-
ed, stressing that water with
'detectable levels of contam-
inants beyond the standards'
are unfit for consumption.

The DOH said exposure to
contaminants could not only
lead ro skin diseases but 'oil'
and grease may also result in
aspiration leading to resplra-
tory diseases while ingestion
will cause gastrointestinal ir-.
rttations which may manifest
acutely as abdominal pain. nau-
sea. vomitiog and diarrhea.'

To sUy open
However, Touri$\D Secre-

tary Christina Frasco on rues-
day said Puerto Galera would
continue to be open for tourism

despite the water quality test
results, warning that Orienral
Mindoro would lose PS.3 mil-
lion dally if tourists would be
barred from entering its top
travel destination.

'Should Puerto Galera be
closed to tourism, there is a
projected loss of .: at least PS.3
million a day,' Frasco told reo
porters at a Palace briefing.

Frasco stressed that even if
only nine of the 35sampling sta-
tions passed the water quality
test, these areas were "very prime
dive sires for Puerto Galera.'

'We are also pleased to
receive the Department of
Health's positioo that the public
is advised to proceed with cau-
tion but that nei swimming ban
has been indicated. only that
concerns have been expressed
in the ingestion of warer,' she
said. 'And, therefore, our per-
ception of this joint statement
is that the Puerto Galera tour-

ism continues to be open, as
well as that there has been no
direct attribution in terms of
the direct source of the find-
ings considering the presence
of other human and economic
activities in Puerto Galera.'

According ro Frasco, Puerto
Galer. is contributing at least
B5 percent of the tourism eccn-
amy of the province. noting
that during its peak before the
pandemic. Puerto Galer. gen·
erared tourism receipts of over
Pubillion.

'Notwithstanding the fact
that the Philippines only re-
opened in Februa,!, of last year,
PuertoGaiera had already raked
in half a billion pesos,' she said.

'So. what is critical realiy
right now is the protection not
just of life but also of the llve-
Iihood of the tourism workers
that critically depend on the
continuation of the tourism in-
dustry,' ~he added.ll<Q
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Puerto alera brgys.'
fai wa er quality tests

By Rio N. Araja
UT of the 35 sampling stations within the municipality
of Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro and it's barangays,
only nine sampling stations have met the criteria for the

agency's water quality guidelines.
Department of Tourism Secretary "Do not touch the water;' he said.

Christina Frasco meanwhile said Puerto Oils and grease may also result in as-
Galera is projected to lose around P5..3 piration leading to respiratory diseases,
million daily should it be shut for tourism, .while ingestion would cause gastroin-
after authorities deemed many of its water testinal irritations which may manifest
sites unsafe for swimming activities. acutely abdominal pain, nausea, vomit-
Undersecretary for Policy, Planning, ing, and diarrhea. .

and International Affairs Jonas Leones The Department of Health advised the
identified those areas that passed DENR public to exercise caution and refrain from
Administrative Order 2016-08 or the consuming water from affected areas
Water Quality Guidelines and General when conducting water-related occupa-
Effluent Standards of2016 as Small Lala- tional and recreational activities, Leonen
guna and Big Lalaguna shoreline, Balete, said. The consumption of contaminated
Central Sabang shoreline, Coco Beach, various fish, shellfish and other seafood
Batangas Channel, Paniquian, Balatero, products is prohibited.
and West San Isidro Bay. He said the local government, along with
Citing the Department of Health, he the DENR, is studying if the water contam-

said potable water must not have detect- inants are caused by the oil spill. On Feb,
able levels of contaminants beyond the 28, M'I' Princess Empress carrying 900,00
standards. He said exposure to such con- liters of industrial fuel oil sank offNaujan,
taminants could cause rashes and blisters. Oriental Mindoro, causing an oil spill.
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26 areas in Puerto Gal
fail water quality test

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

UT of the 35 sampling stations tested
for water quality, only nine passed
in the municipality of Puerto Calera

in Oriental Mindoro.

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources(DENR)said
that only Small Lalaguna and Big
Lalaguna Shoreline, Balete,Central
Sabang Shoreline, Coco Beach,
Batangas Channel, Paniquian, and
West Isidro Bayhavemet the criteria
for water quality.
DE R Undersecretary Jonas

Leones said that the majority of
the stations failed to meet the
water quality standard amid the
oil spill from the tanker that sank
near Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.
"Ifwe interpret the result, it will

show that more station areas failed
the test, and if we get the average,
the area is really contaminated,"

Leones said on Tuesday during a
press briefing.
He also said that the public

should be cautious evenwhen there
is still no banning ofwater activities
implemented in Puerto Galera.
"Becauseonce contact with con-

taminated water happens, there is
a possibility of having skin disease
like rashes and blisters," Leones
added.
While in terms of drinking

water, the Department of Health
(DoH) said that potable water
"should not have detectable lev-
els of contaminants beyond the
standards" as exposure to contam-
inants may also cause skin disease.

a
"Oils and grease may also result

in aspiration leading respiratory
diseases while ngesti will cause
gastrointestina irrital ons which
may manifest acutely as abdom-
inal pain, nausea, vc iting, and
diarrhea, " the DoH s, through a
joint statement with D NR.
The DoH advi e public to

exercise caution and r train from
consuming water frc n affected
areas and whe 1 can cting wa-
ter-related activities s as fishing
and seaweed farming.
Moreover, the public is also

advised to avoid cons ption of
contaminated fi h, h fish, and
other seafood products.
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No swimming ban in Puerto
despite poor water quality

most beautiful dive sites in Puerto
Galera, and I'm .still okay."

There have been concerns that
the oil spill due to the recent sink-
ing of oil tanker MT Princess Em-
press off the coast ofOriental Min-
doro last February 28, had already
reached Puerto Galera.

Frasco told a news briefing in
Malacailang that despite the joint
findings of the Department of
Health (DOH) and Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), "No swimming
ban has been Indicated, only that
the concerns have been expressed
on the ingestion of water, and

LOWER

PAGE DATE

NO,Tourism Secretary
, Christina Garcia Frasco

hasn't broken out in blis-
ters or rashes despite scuba diving
recently in PuertoGalera, where
some of its waters have been re-
ported of poor quality by other
government agencies.

In response to a reporter's ques-
tion about possible complaints
from tourists of skin and respira-
tory infections after swimming in
the popular tourism site, Frasco
said, "The Depar trnent ofTourism
(DOT]is not in possession of any
data regarding any such informa-
tion considering that is not in our
prfmary mandate, Nevertheless,!
dove there at"Lidaguna.one of the

Swimming ban. ••
CONTINUED FROM A1

therefore our perception of this joint statement is tha the PI erto
Galera tourism continues to be open."

PSJ-M daily loss if tourist site is closed
BASED on "statistics," she noted that Puerto Galera's closure will
resuk in an estimated "loss of P5. 3 million a day" for its tourism
stakeholders. She noted that 11,000 workers depend on tou 'ism
for their livelihood in the municipality.

In ajoint news statement, DENRand DOH said, "only 9 sam-
pling stations have met the criteria for water quahty guide-
lines _set by DENR Administrative Order 2016-08, out o· the
35 stations sampled in Puerto Galera and its barangays. T'rose
safe from "oil and grease contaminants" include Small all Big
Lalaguna shoreline, Balete, Central Sabang Shoreline oco
Beach, Batangas Channel, Paniquian, Balatero, and Wes San
Isidro Bay. The DOH advised the public not to drink the waters
from contaminated areas and to avoid consuming "con ami-
nated fish, shellfish, and other seafood products."

Both agencies attributed the water contamination in 26 sam-
plingstations to the "presence of economic and human activi ies.'
Exposure to contaminants "may also cause various sk.n diseases
such as rashes and blisters. Oil and grease may also result in
aspiration leading to respiratory diseases, while ingestion will
cause gastrointestinal irritations, which may manifest acutely
as abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea."

'Book your vacations'
FRASCO said she welcomed the report of both agencies, espe-

. cially considering that the nine sites identified [as safe from con-
tamination), several of these are actually very prime dive sites
for Puerto Galera, one of which I dove in recently .... With regard
to the other areas that we're not seen to have complied with the
threshold set in the water quality test results, we are a so pleased
to receive the Department of Health position that the pul .ic is
advised to proceed with caution."

Last year, Puerto Galera generated over P500 million in +isi-
tor receipts, still 50 percent less than the P1.2 billion rec ipts
of2019, prior to the pandemic. "As far as internation 1tou sm
is concerned, we want to be able to make sure that th > viability
of Puerto Galera as a tourism destination continues and that is
why the [DENR and DqHJ report indicating no direct ink tc the
oil spill is something that we welcome positively."

The Tourism chief also enjoined the public to travel, espec ally
this "long weekend" as Malacanang has declared Friday, April
21, a regular holiday in observance of Eid al-Fitr, or the end of
the month-long Ramadan, when Muslims fast from dawn to dusk.
"Any touristic activity that you do within any of our local dest na-
tions will ultimately help a Filipino family, Let's help our fellow
citizens in tourism by booking our vacations with ou families
anywhere across the Philippines," Ma, Stella F, Arnaldo
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COASTAL SHELLFISH 'COLONIZE' FLOATING OCEAN PLASTIC-
PARIS-Scientists found
coastal species of shellfish and
anemones living and breeding
on floating islands of garbage
in the Pacific thousands of
miles from home, a study re-
vealed Monday.

Environmentalists have
for years been eyeing what
they call the "Great Pacif-
ic Garbage Patch"-masses
of plastic rubbish combin-
ing bottles, fishing nets and
much more.

US researchers who sam-
pled rubbish from the north- '
eastern Pacific between Cal-
ifornia and Hawaii said they
found 37 kinds of inverte-
brates that originated from
coastal areas, mostly from
countries such as Japan on the
other side of the ocean.

"The high seas are colo-
nized by a diverse array of
coastal species, which sur-
vive and reproduce in the
open ocean," they wrote in

the study,published in Nature
Ecology and Evolution.

"Coastal species persist
now in the open. ocean' as a
substantial component of a
neopelagic (new, sea-dwell-
ing) community sustained by
the vast and expanding sea
of plastic debris," the study
said.

Tsunami debris
More than two-thirds of

the items examined had coast-
al species on them, including
crustaceans, sea anemones
and moss-like creatures called'
bryozoans.

Scientists had not often
tracked creatures surviving
dispersal across entire oceans.

The researchers noted that
in one rare event in 2012, de-
bris from the previous year's
tsunami in Japan washed
ashore in North America bear-
ing living species.

Creatures can spread

quickly by feeding on the lay-
ers of slime formed on floating
plastics by bacteria and algae,
the study said.

Scientists must now inves-
tigate how these coastal col-
onists will fit into the ocean
food chain.

Interaction
"We found that coastal

species are commonly ob-
served on the same plastics
as the native pelagic species
(dwelling far out at sea), sug-
gesting that these two com-
munities are interacting with
one another," the study's
lead author Linsey Haram
told AFP.

"These interactions could
include competition for food
and space as well as preda-
tion. More research is needed
to understand whether the
implications are positive or
negative."

In a 2021 article, members

Oy
of the same research team
warned that the influx of in-
vasive coastal species "might
portend significan ecologi-
cal shifts in the marine envi-
ronment."

12B tons of waste
A study published in 2017

in the journal Science Advanc-
es calculated that if current
production and waste-man-
agement trends continued,
there would be 12 billion tons
of plastic waste in landfills or
the natural environment by
2050.

G7 energy and environ-
ment ministers declared at the
end of talks in Japan on Sun-
day their "ambition to reduce
additional plas .ic pollution to
zero by 2040."

They said .hey hoped to
draw up an "intern. t' onal le-
gally binding instrument on
plastic pollution" by the end
of ,2024. -AFP
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.HAMILO COAST: REAL ESTATE WITH AN EYE
FOR MARINE SUSTAINABILITY

The Philippines' coastal com-
munities are relentlessly push-
ing for sustainable' practices
that are primed to help preserve
marine resources. One such
.communlty, Hamilo Coast, is
unwavering in its campaign to
protect and preserve its pictur-
esque sanctuary located in Na-
sugbu, Batangas.
. A 40-hCl.premier leisure re-
sort complex. Hamilo Coast is
only an hour and a half com-
mute from the Mall of Asia via
the Cavite Expressway (CAVI-
TEX) and Ternate-Nasugbu
road. A development of Costa
Del Hamilo, Inc. (CDHI); a duly
recognized SM Prime compa-
ny. Hamilo Coast is a master-'
planned community that fea-
tures the idyllic Pico De Loro
Cove. which integrates residen-
tial. resort. leisure'. commercial.
and institutional land uses.

Stepping up its game to pro-
tect and nurture the incredibly
rich marine life surrounding
it. Hamilo Coast renewed -its
partnership· with the World
Wide Fund of Nature Philip-
pines (WWF). The collaboration
will continue to expand and
enhance the scope of its sus-
tainability initiatives that have
covered coastal resource man-
agement, ridge- to- reef manage-
ment. solid waste management,
mangrove reforestation. the use
of renewable energy sources.
and environmental awareness
since 2007.

"Hamilo Coast has always
made an effort to preserve our
marine resources. as it is not
only a responsibility but a priv-
ilege to do so. Our partnership

~ WWF manifests our re-

Native giant clams re-stocking. spawning and, orientation' for
ocean nursery project of UP Bolinao Marine Lab done in part-
nership with DEN R, Rotary Club of Nasugbu and the LGU.

solve to ensure that our com-
munity remains a safe haven for
marine lite. and that we contin-
ue to be a model for sustainable
coastal development in the Phil-
ippines," said Imee G. Francisco.
vice president and head of CDHI
Projects and Operations.

To fulfill this advocacy,
Hamilo Coast currently engages
in several marine and environ-
mental activities in partnership
with the local government and
non-government organizations.

Leading such efforts is its
collaboration with the Univer-
sity of the Philippines Bolinao
Marine Lab. which provides
training in the culture and ocean
rearing of giant clams through
the Giant Clams Restocking and
Spawning Program.

With Hamilo Coast's beau-
tiful and well-kept beach fronts
as favorite nesting grounds of
Olive Ridley Turtles. 'the com-
munity regularly implements
the Marine Turtle Conserva-
tion Program. In this undertak-
ing. Hamilo Coast's Estate and

Sustainability teams proactively
monitor and protect the turtle
nests until the eggs hatch, after
which the hatchlings are imme-
diately released to the ocean.

Hamilo Coast also continues
to hold the annual Coastal Clean-
Up Program, a highly effective
collaboration between the man-
agement and employees of Costa
Del Hamilo Ine. and the local gov-
ernment.

"Aswe strive to create a more
sustainable future. we are proud
of what we have accomplished
and continue to do here at Harni-
10 Coast," Francisco said. "While
we are very excited to do even
more to preserve our aquatic bio-
diversity. we hope that We may
also inspire other communities
to do the same."

For more information on Hamilo
Coast, visit its official Facebook

page (https://www.facebook.
com/hamilocoastph), website
(www.hamilocoast.com). and
Instagram (@hamilocoastph);

or call (632) 7-945-8000•••
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LOCAL EXECS. RESIDENTS BUCK' GOLD MINE
EXPLORATION IN NEGROS ORIENTAL TOWN

By' Kaye Brier
@inquirervisayas

DUMAGUETE crrv=ccvem-
ment officials and residents of
Sta. Catalina town in Negros Ori-
ental province were demanding
from the national government to
put a stop to the mining explora-
tion in Sitio Tarog, Barangay San
Francisco of the municipality.

Sta. Catalina Mayor Peve li-
gan said the mining exploration
was not only damaging to the en-
vironment but has also put at risk
the lives of residents in area

"My administration never
gave the go signal for a mining
exploration in our place. In fact,
we are against it," she told re-
porters on Monday.

Ligan said the municipal
government has formed a task
force to investigate the explo-
ration activity, which, she said,
was located near the Southern
Negros Fault, an active fault line.

"Our hearts bleed because
the mountain that we so loved
will be abused and exploueu,"
she said.

According to Ligan, the min-
ing exploration conducted by
Midan Corp. started two weeks
ago and covered 844 hectares
of land inSta. Catalina, a first-
class municipality with popula-
tion of 77,501 people, based on
the 2020 census.

Exploration permit
The Inquirer tried but failed

to reach the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) for a statement.
It also sent an email to Midan
Corp. but the firm had yet to
respond to the request for an
interview as of Tuesday.

Documents .secured by Li-
gan showed that the firm ob-
tained a license to explore from
the DENR's Mines and Geosci-
ences Bureau on March 12,2018.

At that time, Ligan said she
was not yet the mayor of Sta.
Catalina but had already heard
of the mining project.

When the COVID-19 pan-
demic struck the country in 2020,
the mining exploration did not
push through but Midan Corp.'s

license to explore the area was
renewed in 2021, Ligan said.

The mayor said she wrote a
letter to the DENR and Midan
Corp., expressing her concern
over the exploration and asked

.them to stop the project but her
plea was ignored.

"They (DENRand Midan) did
not believe what we are telling
them. The mining exploration
still continues," Ligan said.

Local residents have been
conducting rallies to express
their sentiments against the
exploration project, the mayor
said.

Ligan also pointed out that
Sitio Tarong, the subvillage
where the mining operation was
being conducted, had been de-
clared by the municipal council
as a tourist destination.

The area, she added, was
also home to fruit and vampire
bats, waterfalls and a cave sys-
tem, among others.

The' area is also an ances-
tral domain of the-indigenous
group Bukidnon, the mayor
said.INQ
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MASUNGI
INSPECTION-

Sen. Nancy
Binay conducts

an lnspecnen
of the Masungi

Georeserve in
Baras, Rizal,
on Tuesday,

April 18,
2023. Binay
was amazed

at the beauty
and strongly
opposed the

construction
of any

structure in
the Masungi
Georeserve.

(Ali Vicoy)

~~~ SlICf ItoI

MA IL BULLI II
THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

o
PAGE 1

STORY

ODD
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY

PPERo
LOWER



B· "l.!..- 0IJusmes~'III·I.JOr PAGE

D
PAGE 1
STORY

D
BANNEl
STORY

D D
EDITORIAL CARTOONUPPER

D
LOWER

DATE


