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Malls and the value proposition
of strategic partnerships
As was crucially seen during

the recent health crisis, the
malls of today are more than
congregation centers for

recreation, dining and/or shopping.
Thanks to their strategic locations,
and their serving as walk-in magnets
for the community; they've stepped
up, and become focal points for com
munity service, for disseminating
pertinent information, and acting
as crucibles for communication and
activations.

I've observed how SM Supermalls
is one of the mall operators who has
taken this new role to heart, fully
understanding the important role
they can play by partnering with
government organizations and local
government units (LGU's) in jump-
starting initiatives of social impact
and betterment. They recognize how
there are multiple touch points when
creating effective synergy and col
laboration - that it doesn't all have
to follow one formula.

Recently, the SM Mall of Asia
hosted the 2023 Sibol Lokal event,
in partnership with the Department
of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD), and their improved Sus
tainable Livelihood Program (SLP).
DSWD Secretary Rex Gatchalian was
present for a memorandum of agree
ment signing between the DSWD, SM
Supermalls and the SM Foundation.
Sibol Lokal is a regional promotional
and marketing initiative that aims to
showcase and advocate SLP products
^nd services, to boost DSWD employ

ees' and the general public's interest
in patronizing the SLP output, and
to encourage the growth of MSME's
(micro, small and medium-scale
enterprises).

Through the memorandum of
agreement, steps are being taken to
expedite the implementation pro
cess, to rationalize cost parameters,
and provide new training and ca
pacity-building activities, for SLP's
poor, vulnerable, and marginalized
household and communities. There's
a five-year incubation period - bro
ken down to Punla, Usbong,.Sibol,
Yabong, and Ani phases. And SM
Supermalls commits to expand its
SM Government Services Express,
starting with 21 locations. This is
the latest chapter in the partnership
forged between SM Supermalls and
the DSWD.

Then, there was a memorandum

of agree
ment signed '
by the De- [|EARD IT
Agriculture through the
Cma" GRIPf-VINE:
and the SM OUR NEW
—ABNORMAL
the belief PHILIPCU UNJIENG
that urban
gardening should be promoted in
the name of food security, alterna
tive livelihoods, and nutrition; there
are now rooftop urban gardens at
SM North EDSA, SM City Fairview
^M City Sta. Mesa, and SM City East
Ortigas — with additional gardens to
spring up at 21 more malls.

For SM Supermalls, it connects
directly to the SM Sunday Market
that it's been promoting in over 30

^ i

5L,

AT THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, SM Supermalls and SM Foundation 'Urban Gar
dening' launch.



Stiiategic

Communication
AND

Initiatives
n

SIKM"—-—'1100

il III
Service

MANILMBULLETIN
THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

T") □ □ n cn d^ S UPPet PAGE 1 lANNEE EDIIOPIAl CAEIO
'  I x~l SlOPy SIOBY

PAGE LOWER

JUN 18 20ii

, malls, while SM Foundation
ties it in with edible garden

,graining under their Kabalikat
I Sa Kabuhayan Fanner's Train-
,  ing Program. Juana Manahan-

Yupangco of Mesa ni Misis,
i which promotes plant-based

diets using locally grown pro
duce, was a guest speaker at the
.event. Speaking on the benefits
of urban gardening and how it
can be an activity shared with
the children, she mentioned that

II
^...wuiuicii.snemennonedthat

ISibdl

m ^ IV ^

sS~£SS S£=E====^—A—AW clo it a IdllUUIjust been made "pitas;" and tionSit
by involving the children, they
get to appreciate veggies at an
earlier age. And that's all on top
of how they're actually easy to '
grow, and saves money.

On June 8, the Mall of Asia
held their regular coastal clean-
up event, and this was done
with the participation of the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR),
withDENRSecretaryToniYuio-
Loyzaga in attendance during THEOENI
the very early morning hour, with DEN
Earlier that week, SM Super-
malls was on the panel presented by Sec.
Loyzaga at the Central Office of the DENR,
as part of World Environment Day, and
DENR s Environment for Life initiative.

During her years at the Manila Obser-
^toiy and as president of our National

THE OENR

i'iCMuenc ui uur iNdiiunaiResihen

-SM Supermalls Mall of Asia coastal clSn-unSf
with DENR Sec. Ton! Vulo-loyzaga. ^

^  SM Superman! DENR supports this particular cause.

O  S3 continuous anrf f*Vpr-PvnhHnrr^^_. *
^ ue-ce Council, Secretary .Loyzaga has It'faconHnl?long championed environmental action for nartn. T

andsiistamabilitv andwa<?hannvtnrnimi- partnerships that can enhance thkSM Supermalls ^mong the committed Sm
supporters to this advocacy Solarpanels p "®^°"~''^'i'ngandcommumtygrowth.' '.f,. " ""=> duvocacy. ioiar panels,building structures with an eye to disaster 1  j . arealso doing their part in creatinmitigabon givep hoyy we're so prone to
flooding and calamities, solid waste man
agement, and water conservation - there

g more
synergistic partnerships, and being more
connected to development, as spearheaded ̂
by our government.
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Mindset change on
waste managementWaste segregation is a task that should

start at the household ievel but is some
thing that majority of Filipinos either
find too laborious or never learned to
do; That task has mostly fallen on v/aste
pickers (locally known as "mangangaf-
akaJ"), who go around neighborhoods
looking for "diyaryo, bote, garapa" or go
through garbage at the dump sites to
find scraps they could sell.

Environment Secretary Ma. Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga's
proposal this week to integrate informal workers into the
expanded producer responsibility or EPR system is a recog-
nitioh of their important role in managing the trash that the
country produces on adaily basis and can help improve waste
collection as the country shifts to a circular economy, "it's
very important to realize that without this particular sector
the whole collection system would not work," said Loyzaga
This Initiative will need the cooperation of local government
units (LGUs) and the social welfare department and should
be pursued to complement efforts in reducing waste.

The Philippines produces over one-third of all oceanic
plastic waste in the world, mainly due to the lack of access
of at least 70 percent of the population to disposal facili
ties and sanitary landfills. While it has enough laws to ad
dress the waste problem, including Republic Act No. 9003
or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Art of 2000,
the Commission on Audit (COA) in its April performance
audit report of the government's waste management pro
gram released last month, observed a "steady increase" in
solid waste generation in the country through the years
COA projected that annual solid waste production will in
crease further in the following decades: from 16.63 million
metric tons in 2020 to 19.76 million metric tons in 2030
and to 24.50 million metric tons in 2045.

The COA report also said that RA 9003 "may not be
seen as progressively achieving its goals" since its imple
mentation two decades ago. Aside from the law's inconsis
tent implementation in waste segregation such that mixed
wastes have been found in landfills, environmental offi-
cials also pointed to the lack of discipline among Filipinos
"We just throw away our waste (anywhere], (there is also '
no] segregation. It's a total mindset change for solid waste
management," said Department of Science and Technology
Undersecretary for research and development Leah Buen-
dia. This mindset change would entail a massive informa
tion and education campaign on sustainable consumption
and lifestyle—something that a developing country like the
Philippines may find difficult to attain when people's con
sumption habits are still largely influenced by developed
counties that have more advanced waste disposal facilities.

But it is not altogether impossible since recycling
household waste is not an entirely new concept here: old
clothes ate recycled as rags and leftover food is given to
animals ot used for composting. These already existing
practices can be taken a step further: clothes and other
materials can be upcycled, which is already being done
by some local brands; and leftovers can be recycled into
biogas, animarfeed, or fertilizer like what South Korea has
been doing since 2005. That country now recycles nearly
100 percent of its food waste with municipalities introduc
ing automated food waste collectors in apartment com
plexes. These are areas that the Philippine government
can look into given the country's staggeringly high amount
of food waste: a 2021 study by the United Nations Envi
ronment Programme said households generate some 9.4
million tons of food waste, an irony when there are mil
lions of hungry Filipinos. As of last year, only two LGUs—
Marikina and Muntinlupa—have been knovm to establish
a system that processes food waste into other by-products.

It must be emphasized that solutions to the country's
waste problem are not entirely up to the waste pickers or

.the government—of course, it has the task to ensure that
laws are implemented properly. Individuals. whUe contrib
uting to the livelihood of waste pickers or demanding more
accountability from the government, must also do their
part in creating a more shstainable environment. Japan,
which produces a lot of plastic waste—mostly from food
packaging and disposable items like plastic umbrellas and
chopsticks—has put in place a detailed sorting and waste
collection system that is taught in school and practiced at
home. It is common to see four to five bins for different
types of waste: combustible, plastic, cardboard, glass, cans.
Collection points and recycling bins are accessible at su
permarkets, drugstores, shops, etc. and the habit of sorting
waste has been deeply ingrained into their psyche.

The country's mounting waste problem requires every
Filipino to do even simple tasks like disposing of garbage
properly and not throwing them anywhere or the practice
of sorting, reusing, and recycling. It goes back to our val
ues of being "masinop" (frugal) and malinis (clean), and
applying these in how we manage our waste. It's all a mat
ter of mindset.
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Ii'N celebration of its 60th year in thf
country; Mbndelez Philippines recently
inaugurated a plastic'reveling facility |n

partnership with its home cjty of Paranaque.
Aleli Arciila^ managing director of

, MondelezfPhilippinesjrSaid the faciiity.wiii.
,  iise aiechndlpgyfrom.GreeivAntz'Builders

and will uje recycled, plastic cojiected
from' Paraha||ue to create ecpbricks for
cotistrbftionipurpltstt. ̂  ^
. ' Phillppihe Business for SbcjaPProgress

.  (PBSP)j will supp^ort th| inaj^ag|tnent pnd
■ operations ̂ th^facil|t^ Which ̂
the ways the company is supporting the

. ExtendedProducerResponsibiiity(EPR)law.
'  Green Antz is a circular economy and
innovation group, it develops and depjpys
disruptive solutions to reduce the^amount
ofwaste generated,,discarded and existing.

The ecobrliks that will be,produced are
. similar to traditional hollow blocks, but
perform better,with the use of less cement
abd less<water. ' .

Breaking ground in September 2022,
Aftlllh said the plastlt' recycling facility
aims fb help redpcfrthe amount of plastiC
that ends up in iandfllls arid waterways. :

By shredding and mixing'the'plastic;
Into cement to niake ecobrkks, it witt help
contribute to creating a circular economy for

plastics, where it is not viewed as waste/ but
as biyaluable resource for other purposes.

Besides using plastics, the facility will
also provide livelihood to the community
members hired to make the ecobrlcks.

Sust^tnability
• AGCORDINGtoasurvey,amongcons.umersi
un shackflng'^ trends',: 66'percent, of *
respondents look for snacks that work
to minimize their eny-ironm^ntal impact,

^specially Gen Zanllmillen^^
Asa^global'snackihd'leader,Motidelez

takesth|sinsjghttph|artin;strengthening
I'lts sUst^pabillty apl^ns:' ̂  -

UndefSustalnable shacking,"it aims
to grow its business by makjng its snacks
in the right why/ with a positive Impact
' for people and the planet^ , • . , '

Meanwhile, Sonia MepdQza, chairipan
of Mother Earth Foundation„saJd uiaterjais '
recove{yfaclllties,s.uchasaplasti.creCycj|ng
faclllty/<can help managewaste pollution.

Shesald it should also helpin reducing'
waste."ltshbuJdinotsendltsplastlcwaste
to cement kilns." , .

"MRFs, In the tfue concept of
Republic Act i90()3. rECologjCal, Sb|id
Waste Management Act of200.6], does not.
adhere to qUIck'-fIx splutiphs that harm
the.pu.hllc health and,the ehvirontnent," j
Mendozasaid. ' ,



SxBlATrCIC

Communication
AND

Initiatives

Service

BusinessMiiTor
UPPt' PAGEl eANNEE IDIIOPIAl CAIIOOK

I  ] 510" SIO«*
(OWES

THEQuezon Ctygovernmsnt/Greenpeace Philippines and Impact Hub Manila signeda
memorandum ef agreement forthe Implementation of "Kuhasa Tingl/a'sarl-sari' store-
based refill Initiative, In the city, Leading the signing ceremony ate Greenpeace Campaigner
Marian Ledesma, Quezon City MayorJoyBelmonte and Impact KubManllaEdunderandCEOCes
Rondario.>Laiiiii<}t«D<i.csEii(PEUE'

QC leads the fight vs plastic
through 'sari-sari' store refill hubs
/ ̂  ARI-SARIIIvarletylsioresinOuezon
^ City will soon be helping solve the
^cbunlry's plastlc'problem with the'

launching of feflll hubs.'
Ihe local government of Quezon City,

Creenpeace Phiilppines and Impact Hub
Manila launched'KuhasaTlngi'io establish
community-based ceflll hubs In sari-sari
stores to help address plastic pollution. The
event was held ahead of the celebration of

World Refill Day on June T6, Greenpeace
Philippines said In a news release,

Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte,
Greenpeace Philippines Zero Waste
Campaigner Marlpn Ledesma and Impact
Hub Manila Founder and CEO Ces Rondarlo

signeda memorandum ofunderstandlngfor.
the pilot roll-out of the project In selected
"Tmdahan nl Ate Joy''slDre5.

"Being sustainable and ecQ-friendly_
doesn'thavetobeexpenslve.Our partnership
wIthGreenpeaceand Impact Hubonly proves
that shifting to zero waste and limiting our
plastic generation is Inclusive, affordable
and accessible to all, Including those from
socioeconomic sectors and urban areas,"
Belmonte said.

Initially, refill stations will be installed
in 30 sari-sari stores across the city,

where consumers can bring their reusable
containers to refill basic commodities, such

as liquid detergent, fabric conditioner and
dishwashing liquid.

Designed based on insights from
communities and small store owners,

the project alms to provide people with
alternatives to sachets and other kinds of

plastic packaging, though affordable and
simple reuse anti refill systems that build
on past sustainable practices.

"Ting!" culture Is inherently Filipino,
defined.by practical and sustainable
practlces'.IIke refilling reusable containers
and'purchasing only what one needs. The'
project seeks to reclaim that culture by
bringing back small-volume retail Into Its

original zero-waste model ,

The fact that Filipinos were already
buying 'tingl' decades beforeicorporations

manufactured and,marketed sachets sliows
that sachet packaging Is not a'necesslty and <
can be easily replaced with alternatives.

Studies show that over 164 million

sachets are being used every day In the
Philippines.

According to the United Nations, around

36 percetttof all plastic used globally goes
into packaging, while around a third of all
piastlcpackaglngieakslntotheenvlronment.

A recent report by the University of'
Portsmouth In the United Kingdom shows
thatreusesystemscoufdcutplasticpoilution
by 30 percent by 2040. ' .

"Accessible reuse andrefilisystemsare at

the heart bf'Kuha saTingl.'We want to give
consumerssimple.affordableandconvenlent
access to zero waste alternatives for their
dally needs,"Ledesma said. i

Rondarlo .said, "The model gives both
savings to consumers and higher profit to
our partner sarl-sari'stores,"

She added, "We'recognize that a

significant portion of'consumet goods
consumption comes In srnall. volume,
or tingl transactions. This affoidabllity
solution allows many.to enjoy highrquaiity
products at a price they can budget for. A

consequence of this, unfortunately, is the
significant environmental Impact of single
use plastic waste."

"Not only should coiiipanles reduce
plastic production and phase out single-
use plastics, but they also have to Invest
resources,to transition to and.adopt reuse
and refill systems in, their operations,"
Ledesma sald^

Besides the "Kuha sa TIngi" project,
the city government has Initiated various
strategieho address the challenges of the
plastic waste'crlsls, s.uch'as banning single-
use plastics and plastic bag ordinances, and
theVotetoToteproject."-
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Gov't movts to revitalizt rubber industry
ey DANESSA RIVERA

The Philippine Rubber Re
search Institute (PRRI) is for
mulating strategies and forg
ing collaboratiom to tacm
Pestalotiopsis Leaf Fall Dis
ease (PLFDj while simultane
ous!/ enhancing the rubber
industi/ in the country.

The PRRI said it would de
velop an action plan aimed at
increasing rubber production
aitd enhandng the livelihood
of smallholder fanners.

"By implementing sirate-
initiadve^ PRRI seeks to

, promote

foster innovaBoa and drive Ihe
grotvth oi the rubber mdusBy
lnthcFluHppines,"ilsaid-
•  In a recent quarterly meet
ing, PRRI director Cheryl

■ 1 the impor-

ofPLFD as this poses a
nificani threat to the

She urged other local gov-
emmant units (LGUs) in Re
gion IX "to oeate ar> executive
order" aimed at banning the
movement of rubber planting
materials to contain thesptead
of thedlsease and protect rub
ber plantations from further

The PRRI said it fully sup
ports Zamboanga Sibugay's
recent executive order, wluch'
temporarily bans the move
ment of rubber plant parts and
planting materials within the
province.

Zamboaitga's rubber indus
try is -seriously threatened by
FLFD, putting the nibber plan
tation of the province at risk.

When infwed planting ma
terials are moved, the disease
may spread rapidly, threaten
ing the indust^ as a whole.

The PRRI also aims to forge
partnerships with the Depart

ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)
and Department of Science
and Teiiinoiogy (DOST) re
garding the processing of
rubberwoods into furniture.

"By working together; these
organizations will exploreop-
portunities for the utilization
of senile rubber trees, thereby
contributing to sustainable
practices in the industry," it
said.

Meanwhile, Zamboanga'
City Special Economic Zone
Authority and Freeport chair
man Raul Regondola urged
the PRRI to conduct an assess

ment and pest survallance in
the ecozonc area, specifically
profiling Lapacan which is
recogni^ as the largest sup
plier of rubber to CTK Asia
Rubber Corp.

With the emphasis on reli
able data, the Regional De-

lundl (RDC) ex-its^^tePRRl's

to
and

While the DENR an
nounced its decision to discon

tinue the distribution ofpka-
ing materiab, it will cendin
an inventory of rubber daU
and assess HJEfs impactai
rubber areas to provide vij-
able insights into the diseasds
prevalence and guide fubit
interventions.

Moteoven DENRexpressed
its commitment to support
ing rubber farmers by ensm-
ing fair pricing and fadlital-
ing market access for their
products to help improve
the economic conditions of
smallholder i.
and contiibutet
well-being.
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CLEANUP ONGplNGi: 1

OIL REMOVAL
INOR.MINDORO

COMPLETER
By Dexter Cabalza
@dexcabalzaINQ "

Almost four months after oil
tanker MT Princess Empress sank
off Oriental Mindoro province
and spilled most of its cargo of
fuel, ^e Philippine Coast Guard
said on Saturday that the under
water oil spill removal and recov
ery efforts have been completed.

But-the PCG clarified that
the entire oil spill containment
operation had not been finished
as possible new leaks from the
vessel's fuel pipes were still be^
ing monitored.

PCG spokesperson Rear Adm.
Armand Balilo said based on the
final inspection conducted on Fri
day and the information shared
to them by the salvage company
contracted for the oil removal op
erations, all the eight tanks of M"!"

^re emp^md
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Oil removal operations from
Princess Empress completed

By MARTIN SADONGDONG

The operation to remove oil
from the. eight cargo tanks of
sunken M/T Princess Empress
was finally completed, nearly
four months since it sank and
triggered a massive oil spill off
Oriental Mindoro, the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) announced on
Saturday, June 17.

Despite this, monitoring is
still being conducted due to the
risk of a new leak from the ves
sel's fuel pipes.

Rear Admiral Armando Balilo,
PCG spokesperson, said all eight
cargo tanks containing approxi
mately 800,000 liters of indus
trial fuel oil when MT Princess
Empress sank 400 meters to the
bottom of the sea in Naujan town
on Feb. 28 are now empty.

"Based on the ROV [remotely
operated vehicle] live videos, all
eight cargo oil tanks are now
empty, and the only remaining
observations are oil drips from
the cargo piping line," Balilo said
on Saturday.

"These pipes are small and
the remaining oil is very minimal.

In case there are sudden changes
in the condition of the sea that
might result in small leaks, we
are ready to respond. What's
important right now is that the
cargo tanks have already been
cleared," he added.

The Malayan Towage and
Salvage Corp. (MSTC), the sal
vage company that led the oil
removal operations, showed to
officials of the PCG—headed by
Marine Environmental Protec
tion commander Vice Admiral
Robert Patrimonio and Incident
Management Team commander
Commodore Geronimo Tuvilla—
all the eight cargo oil tanks and
the ship's operational tank to
prove that they no longer have
traces of oil during an inspection
on Friday.

The PCG officials were accom
panied by representatives from
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR),
Office of the Civil Defense (OCD),
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR), Department of
Science and Technology (DOST),
and local government of Oriental
Mindoro.

Dmng support vessel (DSViFire Opal, a Liberian-flaggen
vessel, spearheaded the oil
moval operations which started
on May 29.

"Following the completionDSV Fire Opal's operations, MTsp
said two of their tugboais i S
continue to monitor and cond? ^containment operations fj, "
that may leak from the fuet n- °
of M/T Princess Empress "
noted. '

The sinking of M/T Prin^
Empress affected 42 /g, flies or 200,.44 IndivYdLr ;
262 barangays in Calabarzon
(Region 4-A), Mimaropa (r^

The Oil spill that resulted fron,the incident spread from Orient^
Mindoro to Batangas, Palawan
and Amiq^e. It caused aSP,' ,.tural losses amounting to P/ q i-i
ilhon, data from the National WJ

Disaster Risk Reduction andManag^ement Council (NDRRmq^ k
Meanwhile, P693 millioh ■worth of assistance was provided I

to the affected residents. ■
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DVR DSWD give
cash aid to families
affected by oil spill

THE Office of ihe Vice President (OVP) and the Department
ofSodal Welfare and Development (DSWD) have released a
total ofP740,000 to families affeaed by the oil spill inNaujan,
Oriental Mindoro.

The recipients were 37 parents of students from Francisco
Tria Memorial School, who received P20,000 in cash assistance
onjuneH.

Leo Reynoso, regional director of the DSWD field office in
Mimaropa (Mindoro, Marinduque Romblon and Palawan),
said the hind release is the third in the partnership between
the OVP and DSWD in providing cash assistance to affected |
residents ofthe oil spill caused by ihesinkingoftheMTPrincess
Empress in February.

The tanker carried over 800,000 liters of industrial fuel oil,
and the spill affected multiple communities in Mindoro, Pal
awan and nearby areas.

The OVP-Disasler Operations Center also conducted a five-
day relief mission in Oriental Mindoro last April, where it
distributed 1,616 sacks ofri ce to 8,241 fisherfolk beneficiaries.

An additional 2;924 sacks of rice were also distributed to
Calapan City and the towns of Naujan and Bulalacao on April
25-27, while 5,385 sacks were distributed to fisherfolk in the
three municipalities covering 17 villages in the provinces.

OVP reliefmissions were also conducted in oil-spill localities
outside Oriental Mindoro, RED MENDOZA

JUN 18 2023
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water crisis
ByELlSON:QUISMORlO

The House bill creating an
inter-agency boidy that will pro
pose, formulate,, draft, and direct
the implementation of a compre
hensive master plan to address the
loomiiig water qisis has hurdled
the cotnmittee level.

Xxaining the approval of the
Hou^e Committee on Public Works
and Highways was House Bill (HE)
No. 6345. Bulecaii 3rd District Rep.
Loma Silverio is the principal au
thor of the bill

Under the bill, the proposed
inter-agency body will have the
pqwer to caU on any government
body, including private, sector
agencies, to contribute to solving
the crisis.

, The approy^ai by the House
panel chaired by Surigao del Sur

ist District Rep. Roirieo Momo Sr.
Was done just before the sine die
adjournment of Congress.

ftisp incorporated in HB No.
6345 was HB No. 601, also au
thored by Silverioi The lady soloii
sold that over the past two de
cades, the Philippines has expe
rienced various water shortages
that have adversely tapacted the
nation,

"Given the vital importance
of water to everyday livesi lead
ers of the nation should be
^larmed and should act today
to avert a . devastating water
shortage. Even with the La Nifta
season, when tbere i's: supposed
to be an abundance of water sup
ply, the nation, particularly the
National Capital Region NCR)., ;
experiences water shortages that
adversely impact on communi

ties and business operations,V
she said.

Silverio lamented that the
onset of the El Nino phenomenon
has worsened the tituation, dry
ing up traditional water sources i
and lifting its capacity to supply
the water needs oif a centjnuously
growing metropolis. v.

. "While- water,rationing, is ^
stop-gap solution, e' Ibhg-teriii,
solution that vtiU a susta^^,
able supply of clean, potable water '
must be put in place urgently,"

' she stressed.
, Representatives of the De-

-partinent of public Works and!
Highways (DPWW). Department Of
Budget and Management (DBM),
and Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage system (MWss)

■ endorsed the bill's approval during
the committee heaidng. :

U
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Palawan church leaders call for focus
on agriculture, tourism instead of niining

T he Catholic Church on
Palawan Island said the local
economy should prioritize

agriculture and tourism over mining.

In a recent open letter, the
church leaders called on authori
ties to make efforts to protect the
country's "last ecological fron
tier" from furtherenvironmental
destruction.

Prohibit the expansion and
extension of mining operations
and enact a law to prevent the
opening of new mines," a portion
of the letter read.

"On the other hand, it would be
beneficialto prioritizeagriculture
and tourism programs," it stated.

The letter was signed by Bish
op Socrates Mesiona of Puerto

Princesa, Bishop Btodetick Pa-
billo of Taytay and ail the clergy
of both apostolic vicariates.

According tothem.Palawanhas
a uni<]ue ecosystem that deserves
conservation efforts.

"We have only one province,
and it is imperative that we ap
preciate and take care of it."
they said..

"Let us be the path to unity
and reconciliation, as we all share
the same goal—for the well-being
of the people and for the sake of
Palawan," they added.

In making this appeal, the

BISHOPSomlei Meiiena ofPuerto PririceTa

jolni proteilers at an anti'inlnlng barricade In
Brooke's Point, Palawan,onMarch 7. cstrtitwT

church leaders also requested
that officials implement envi
ronmental laws and promote

the importance of protectin]
the island's remaining forest
and biodiversity. iStPHews
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Threats remain, but hopes for
saving Philippine easle are

Bv Jonathan L. Mavuoa

THB Depart m«ntof En viran-
ynenC and Natural R«soure«'

«s (DBNR). through its
Biodiversity Managoracnt Bureau

looked backat the gains in
c onaerving thc ieonic bird ofprey.
DENR Assistant Secretary

MareUl Amaro Jr., also the con
current BMB director, admitted
that more work needs to be done

«n$ure the survival of one of
the world's largest raptors, the

Philippine Eagle.
The Philippi"® Eagle Week

(PEW) is celebrated from June 4
tolOeach ycarin accordance with
Presidential Proclamation 79, sc
ries of 1990, to educate the public
On.the Importance and conserva
tion ofthe€ountry*8 nationalbird.

Critically endangered
THE Philippine ca(;I, is endem
ic to the country. Found on the
Islands of Luzon. Samar, Leyte.
and Mindanao, the majestic bird
has been classified as critically
endangered undet Department j
Admfniacrative Order 2019-09.
t>r the Updated National List of '
Threatened Philippine Fauna and
Their Caiegorice. and by the Intcr-
"Ntional Union for Conservation
of Nature.

.Atnoria its major threats are
- Anei.:^-— "* r ~"
Habitat loss and hunting for food
and trophy-

Lately. the Philippine Eagle
Foundation (PEP), the DBNR's
conservatioi;! partnorin saving the
species from extinction, basiden-
tifled loonotlc disease—an infec
tious disease chat is transmitted
between species from animals to
humans or vice versa—as a seri

ous threat that could wipe out the
bird's populations.
As a preventive measure, the

PEP Initiated to relocate the
breeding pairs of the eagles from
the Philippine Eagle Center to
a safer location also in Davao
City. There, it will be Isolated
from the human population and
away from threats of the bird flu
virus from poultry raising and
game fowl farming in the arda.

-if,-

nlficantly contribute to environ
mental stability and security of
human well-being, in theloomlno
threats ofclimato change,"he said

n AuRut, 2014. xrrui.:OT.

the shooting of Philippine eagle
• SinabadanonMountTangkulanin
San Pernahdii.Bukidnon, in April.

Sinabadan is one of the well-

Protecting national patrimony
TUB Philippine eagle, scientifi
cally called Pitheeophaga Jef-
feeyi, isconcinuallybeing threat
ened by hunting nndhabitat loss,
Amaro said.

However, he said In a state
ment on June 12 that efforts for
its conservation have improved
with the hamonisatIon ufvarioue
initJativee.

By conserving our naCiODal
and strengthening our

advocacies,
and hartnoniae conservation ef-
or a to put forward strategies
and to curb the direct and mdl-

1  Philippine eagle
Amoropointcdouc-

rheyuserelevantconservatihu
actions on habitat restoration,
law. .enforcement, management
reslar T'' PoP"latibns.
«on I conservation education, he added.

^ "''Jo all Filipinos
PEW ,?°*P'®'"a'l'Hatchieyear's

"Unity In Action:

calltcTauVrT" "
«st K u. to protect for-

gr„srat "nserve future
and their".' Philippine eagle
new uV and allow
co-exfst f '^i"'ve and
wildlife, " threatened

andproiectedbycommunitiessir

A representation of bloiliversltv
ASKED what Is the importance
of protecting .md conserving the
countrys national symbols Ex-

■ ecutivcDirectortheresaMundita
..S. Lim Asean Centre for

Biodiversity explained; "What do"
we mean when we say 'iconic' bird
or animal? it's a rc'presencation of
ourbiodiversity. ofourculture, of
our identity as a people,"

She added: "For that reason
alone, these blrdsoranlmalsmustbe protected. But if we are to in
clude other criteria to categorize
one species as 'iconic,' such as its
being charismatic as well a, its
ecologicalimportance, then therewill be additional reasons to not
[<t them go extinct."

For in^ance, Li„ explained
that the Philippine eagle is not
Just a representation of our na
tional identity, but It Is also the
largest eagle In the worldin terms

ofwingspanandbodylongth.and
Itscrest.when erect, makes it look
very majestic. Thus, ids also eon- '
sidered a charismatic species.

Aflagshlpspedes
T.iM said the birci Is also a "Hag-
ohlp" species thdtcan draw atten
tion toward conserving the other

' animals and the ceosystetn that
are associated with Ir.

"The Philippine Eagle is also
a keystone species because it Is
an apexpredacor and its removal
from an ecosystem will result in
overpopuliition of its prey spa
des, leadingto various ecological
disturbances." she said.

According to Llm. an incerna-
Cional biodiversity expert, other

iconic species found In Southeast
Asia, whlchhave thesame reasons
for protection as the Philippine
eagle, are the Malayan tiger and
somdmaeinc Species, such as orcas
and hammethead sharks. .

" There are a1so th« orangutans,
which may not be apex predators,
but are Icons because they are the
onlygreat apes native to Southeast
Asia [Itidonesla and Malaysia).
They Site also very charismatic,
and a flagship species for the
forests of Borneo and Sumatra."
she said.

Still in precarlousstate
JAVSON IBANE2. director for
Consefv.ition .and Resaatch at
PEF, Cold cheBusIKBSSMlRRORon
' June 13, that the specie, remain
in precarious condition.

Threats remain, he said, citing

studied and faithfully monitored
Philippine eagles.
' "Despitethat.shewasshotand
airgun pellets were found inside

icsbody.'Ihanezsaid.Sinabadanis
undergoingrebabilitationacPEC.

'Sho.otingisslillrampantinthe
wild and it is even more alarming
because we can lose our eagles to
shooting and hunting even if we
have substantial forest left." he
pointed out.

He'said between shooting and
deforestation, "mortality rates
due to trapping Ismoredangerous
Because we could lose our eanles"

despite their subscantlaihabitats.

-  ̂'"P'y-forest syndrome
ACCORDINGtoIbanez.lfhuntinB
IS. DK^'''^ """ "opped,
tlla will eventuallyend up Without
*vud anlmalfi.

"ScienCBcalis this empcy.forest
syndrome, " he warned

governmentand private sector efforts to ex
pand the country's forest, he cau
tioned that something must be
done to scop the illegal wildlife
trade, and the hunting for meat '
and trophy that has been going
' on'for decades.

"If we don't do s©triethIn'gabout
tra|>ping and hunting, th© popu
lation might auffftr chat fate," be
said. *

Extinct in Leyte?
ACCORDING to Ibanez. thcyfearthat the Philippine eagle Is now
extinct m Leyte mainly due to
hunting.

•Tor instance,Phihppineeaglesin Ley te might have been lost al->
ready (There is] no more sightings
a.nce|Sut,erJTyphoonYolaLa[ittornat.onal code Haiyan occurred
in November 2013]." ho said.

• j. ?'''^''8">Ibanoz.therewercmdividual bird sightings in Leyte
before "Yolanda."
"That is the. danger if you

have lowpopuUtion numbers,
then Came Yolanda. which gave
the coup de grSce, or the last blow
to the population." he said.

Positive signs
DESPITE the gloomy forecast for
the eagle, its protectors and sav
iors see positive signs of more
awareness and the public desire
to help.

This is the best way to do
oonservaMon. by iaetoasing pub-
he awareness. That's the value of
'he Philippine Baglo Week. This

Is the time for action. Wc have a
very small window ofopportunity
to reverse the extinction crisis,"
Ibanes explained.
He added chat the same mes

sage was behind the *Agilaya"
, campaign of the PEF during the
wock'long celebracion.

Freedom for the eagles
IBANEZ explained that as Fill-
.pinos understand and value hu
man freedom, the Philippine
eagle week is also a reminder of

the need for the same fruedom to
live in Che wild; freedom against
persecution.

• "In the same way wo aspire
freedom frornharassment. suffer-

•  Ing, deprivation, this is the same
e.ssentlal freedom that is needed
for our national symbol," he said

-  Unfortunately,despitethelawi
that prohibit hunting animals in
the wild, cheproblempersiscsandhunters are becoming more bold
ano crsative.

ThconVwaytostophuntlno.e to impose a total gunbarrin thd
wild, reiterating the PEF's earlier
call and appeal to concerned gov

ernment agencies, including localgovernment units (LGUs) and the
Philippine National Police (FNP)
.  IThcie's no concrete action

yet. Again we were tryingto touch
with the ?NP. and thete*s

mitJdl coordination. b\it there $

no strong (Indication] to make it
happen," he 5aid.
"We have thepoJiclesinplace-It

is a matter of enforcing them
faichfuliy. It calls for a concerted
action not only from authori
ties but for cStieens reporting
incidents of shooting, and local
governmonts enforcing the ban
against illegally acquired fize-
arms," Ibanea explained.

Hunting is rWersible
ON a positive note, he said that
more of the Iconic eagles are be
ing discovered and the captors are
becoming the protectors.

"The hunting culture can bere
versed through communlty-baeed
Incentives, education programs
and also cultural empowerment,
especially of Indigenous peoples
[IPs]," Ibanea noted.
He said what is needed is the

right mix of incentives and dia-
Incentives.

Law enforcement is on« ele
ment but positive reinforcement
iikehveilbood support. eVen non-
materSal benefits—glvfng [the
protectors] prestige, honor, rec
ognition—-are also needed," he
pointed out.
*We need an innovative mi* of

material and nonmaterjal incen
tives," he added.

Still In danger zones
ACCORDING to Ibanez, many of
•the country's wildlife are still in
danger zones.

We might be improving'our
forest conditions. The DENR's'
indicator is the expansion of our
forest. We might he doing that
by ignoring or being complacent
about local hunting. We might
have added forest but they tare]
empty fore-tts," he said.

According to Ibanez, invest
ment should be made in prevent
ing hunting if we are to protect
and" conserve our precious wild
animals.

"Unlike shooting and hunting,
which we c.rn address within our
lifetime so long ac we engage the
right formula, it will take two to

threoUfetimesbeforewecanbring
back the forosca to their original
state,* he warned.




