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DENR welcomes PH, US
pact on climate change

THE Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) on
Friday welcomed the strengthening
of bilateral relations between the
Philippines and the US on various
areas of mutual interest, including
cooperation on climate change, en-
vironmental protection, bmleBl‘Slty
conservation, and water security.
DENR Secretary Antonia Loyz-
- aga was invited by President Fer-
'dinand Marcos Jr. to be part of the
Philippine delegation during the
- President’s official visit to Washing-
ton, D.C. from April 30 to May 4.
The meeting between Pregi- ,
dent Marcos and US President Joe |
Biden at the White House. yielded
several new bilateral commitments |
and reaffirmed the continued part-
nership between the two countries. |
Rio N. Araja
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~ Climate lockdowns
begin; France bans -
short-haul flightsto

First
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fight climate change
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rano, JWRMAKABENTA .. :

founder =

of the Climate' Depot website, first
wamned of the danger of travel bans
in his book Green Fraud in 2021. He

wrote!

"' »MakabentaA5

Climate lockdowns begin; France bans
short-haul flights to fight climate change

“The climate alarmists and
activists were first of all jeal-
ous when the Covid lockdowns
happened at the height of the
Covid-19 pandemic. They were
_beside themselves, saying, ‘How
-is this happening?’ Everyone from
+Greta Thunberg to John Kerry, and
‘UN officials. And then they started
saying, 'We need to follow this. If
we can shut down for a virus, we
‘can shut down for the climate’
And that's what we're seeing now.
There are even academics in Aus-
tralia proposing adding climate
«change to death certificates. And
Bill Gates has said the death toll
will be greater than the pandemic.
So they're following every step of
the way, and it'’s not just, you know,
“a professor here, or someone in
‘academia, We have a major UK
report coming out, as well asanin-
temational agency report that will
call for essentially the same type
of lockdowns — everything from
restrictions on your thermostat to
restrictions [on] moving. You can
only fly in a climate emergency,
one that's ‘morally justifiable You
know, kinda like a lockdown, you
‘have to justify going to the store
for essential services.”

{Symbolic bans’

Morano's apprehension has start-
ed to happen.

Starting on the first of June, France
has banned domestic short-haul
flights where train alternatives exist,
in a bid to cut carbon emissions.

The law came into force two
vears after lawmakers had voted to
end routes where the same journey
could be made by train in under
two-and-a-half hours.

The ban all but rules out air travel
between Paris and cities including
Nantes, Lyon and Bordeaux, while

connecting flights are unaftected.

Critics have described the latest
measures as “svmbolic bans.”

Laurent Donceel, interim head of
industry group Airlines for Europe
(A4E), told the AFP news agency
that “banning these trips will only
have minimal effects” on CO2 out-
put. Governments should instead
support “real and significant solu-
tions” to the issue, he said.

Airlines around the world have
been severely hit by the coronavirus
pandemic, with the website Flight-
radar24 reporting that the number
of lights last year was down almost
42 percent from 2019,

TheFrench govemnment had faced
calls to introduce even stricter rules,

Frances Citizens' Convention
on Climate, which was created by
President Emmanuel Macron in
2019 and included 150 members of
the public, had proposed scrapping
plane journeys where train journeys
of under four hours existed,

Marc Morano commented on
banning short airline flights: “This s
whata dimate lockdown looks like.
This is what the Great Reset looks
like. The dlimate agenda demands
you give up airline travel, car travel,
cheap reliable energy, and plentiful
food. Net Zero goals are now dictat-
ing vehicle shortages to force more
people into mass transit.

“They're going after your free-
dom of movement. They're going
after private car ownership. They're
going after everything it means to
be a free person and turning it over
to the administrative state.”

French consumer group UFC-Que
Choisir had earlier called on law-
makers to retain the four-hour limit.

“On average, the plane emits
77 times more CO2 per pas-
senger than the train on these
routes, even though the train
is cheaper and the time lost is

limited to 40 minutes,” it said,,

Italso called for “safeguards that
[French national railway] SNCF
will not seize the opportunity
to artificially inflate its prices or
degrade the quality of rail service.”

The law will mostly rule out
air trips between Paris Orly
airport and regional hubs such
as Nantes, Lyon and Bordeaux.

Critics have noted that the cutoff
point is shy of the roughly three
hours it takes to travel from Paris
to the Mediterranean port city of
Marseille by high-speed rail.

As rail services improve, more
routes could be added such as
those between Paris Charles de
Gaulle and Lyon and Rennes as
well as journeys between Lyon
and Marseille. They currently
don't meet the criteria for the
ban because trains to airports
in Paris and Lyon don't allow
passengers to arrive early in the
morning or late in the evening.

Connecting flights are unaf-
fected by the new law.

Train services must meet certain
conditions to replace flights. The
new law specifies that train services
on the same route must be fre-
quent, timely and well-connected
enough to meet the needs of
passengers who would otherwise
travel by air — and able to absorb
the increase in passenger numbers.

In October 2021, Greenpeace
demanded an EU-wide ban on
any flights where the rail journey
would take under six hours. ...
Germany also has short-haul
flights in its sights. While not
banning or cutting back on them,
the German government recently
doubled the amount of tax lev-
ied on short flight tickets. Spain,
meanwhile, has said it wants to
eliminate all short-haul flights by
2050. ... Austria has taken a similar
tack: when the government bailed
out Austrian Airlines during the
pandemic, the carrier was ordered
to stop operating its Vienna-Salz-
burg route so that customers could
prioritize train travel instead.

 France's Minister of Transporta-
tion Clement Beaune admis in.

tending to spread the bap bevond

France's borders. In an interview
with Le Parisien, he said "that the
EU must act as one on this matter
to ensure that all have the same rules
and impact is maximized.” He also
announced plans to promote the
agenda at October’s meeting of Eu-
ropean transportation ministers. ...

The UN-approved book “Agenda
21: The Earth Summit Strategy to
Save Our Planet,” explained that “ef-
fective execution of Agenda 21 will
require a profound reorientation of
all human sodety, unlike anything
the world has ever experienced.”

Morano wrote: “The tum toward
climate lockdowns epitomizes the
irrationality, silliness and self-absorp-
tion of the climate crusade. It shows
that it really knows no bounds ...

“You can only fly in a dimate
emergency, one that's ‘morally
justifiable’ You know, kinda like
a lockdown, you have to justify
going to the store for essential ser-
vices. They're going after freedom
of mavement. They're going after
private car ownership. They're go-
ing after everything it means to be
a free person and turning it over to
the administrative state.”

What will BBM bring
back from Dubai?

When the climate summit takes
place in Dubai in November, cli-
mate lockdowns will almost surely
be on the table for discussion.
President Marcos Jr. has eagerly ac-
cepted an invitation to attend the
conference, confirming yet again
his inability to resist an opportunity
to travel abroad at public expense.
Let's pray that when he returns
home, his pasalubong is not
a sweeping ban on short-haul
flights. Should this be his surprise,
thE ban should include a restric-
tion on his own foreign travels.
Fair is fair,

yenobserver@gmail com
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 CO2 cuts vs. cash: -
Climate talks hal_ted

PARIS—Pressure to speed cuts in carbon
pollution took a back seat at UN climate
talks that ended late Thursday night, as
emerging economies, including Chi
demanded that rich ones vastly scale up
climate financing.

The stand-off over 10 days of techn;j.
cal negotiations in Bonn stymied progress
across a raft of issues, including how to
minimize the social costs of transitioning
to clean energy, how to quantify countries’
‘adaptation needs, and how to help econo-

fied extreme weather,
This puts even more pressure on the

Arab Emirates in December. There, nearly
take” of how far offtrack the world is from

capping global warming at 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels.

'+ Under current policies, the planet wil]
warm nearly twice th:lt much by 2100, ac-
cording to the UN? upax.,ﬁ, nate science adyi-

_sory pég.nel. g,h 3 g.fm il
- “Climate change is not a North versys
= South issue,” UN Climate chief Simon Stj-

ell said at the closing plenary on Thursday;
“This is a tidal wave that doesn’t dis-
criminate. The only way we can avoid

mate action.” AFP

being swallowed by it is investing in cli-

mies already devastated by climate-ampli- |

- COP28 climate summit in oil-rich United
200 nations will review a “global stock-

achieving the Paris climate treaty goal of '
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FCF Mineral Corp., the l!ritish
mine company operating ifi the
gold deposit-rich town of Quezon
in Nueva Vizcaya, assured the
provindal board of the company’s «
regular water qu:ll.:y monitoring
and maintenance in accordance
with govemment requirements.
Lorne Harvey, FCF Minerals |
Corp. general manager for opera-
tions, said theirongoing operation
of the Runruno; Gold-M olybde-
num Project in Runrono village
Ipdudu strict monitoring c{ dm:
iastewater di

* Superintendent ]oma: Bmo
of the FCF Minerals' Mine Envi-
runmema.l and Protection Office.
Temarked- that their “water dis-
charges have always passed thewa-
Aer quality parameters” set by the
Department of Eqvironment and
‘Natural Resources-Environmental-
'Man)agement Bureau {DENR—-
EMB;

Headded that * mmdlsdumes
from our operations are regulardy
monitored and checked" by the

DBNR-EMB and the Mu!u-[’a.rme .

Moniloring Team (MPMT). The

MPMT is composed, of national '

government agencies, local gov-
emment units, i:ommurlky OTga-

nizations and civil society groups.

Bmo, hm-.w explained that
several areas beyond the coverage
ol’thdmpemuoru hadbegn iden-
tified as factors tomnhuung 10
the poor water quality of the river
water affecting downstream. He
further attributed the poor water
quality to “the high presence of
coliform as a result of human and
dnimal wastes and that it is not in
any way related to our operations.”

[Bravo dited the study conducted

by their company in collaboration .

with the DENR-EMB which shows
said results. He said their compa-'
ny’s Community Relations Office
is'also “conducting information
education and communlcation
programs on proper health and
sanitation to prevent indiscrimi-
nate dumping of human and ani-
mal wastes long the rivers.”

the FCF Minarals Corp.s lenofits Ihmrnna ﬁnld-mlybdenm Projectin mlunntm, Neeva I'Imls

ow Iogf
regularly monitored. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY LEANDER . DOMINGO

Meanwhile, the provindialboard ~ the company to furnish them | lh&mmpiﬂ?mllfonmd itsquar-  quality of their discharges as well
headed by Vice Gov. Eufernia  with the MPMde DENR-EMB - tetly engagemeni report with the  as that of the river downstrear.

Dacayo said they have required report. Bravo gave assurance that - DENR-EMB conceming the water- LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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NWRB grants MWSS
request to maintain water -
allocation from Angat Dam

- The Natlonal‘ Water Resources Board
(NWRB) granted again the request of
Metropolitan Waterworks and Seyerage
System (MWSS) to maintain its raw water

“allocation from Angat Dam until the end
of June.
NWRB Executive Director Sevillo David
Jr.‘confirmed the extension of the 52 cubic
meter per second (CMS) water allocation
from Angat Dam until June 30. The 52
cMS allocatioh approved by the NWRB was
scheduled to end on the last day of May.
However, due to the réquest of MWSS,
the NWRB agreed to extend it until the first

half of June. The water allocation would

have been reducéd to 50 CMS begining

June 16 to 30. v
Meanwhile, west zone concessionaire

Maynilad said the sustained allocation

would ensure a normal supply of water to .

its consumers.
“At this allocation, we will be able to

sustain normal service levels in our con-
cession area and prevent service disrup-
tions due to a supply shortfall from our
main raw water source,” Maynilad saiq
in a statement released on Friday, June 16
““We continue to pursue our augmen- °
tation projects so that more supply can
be generated from alternate sources,”

" Maynilad added.

Maynilad had initially said that reduc-
ing the water allocation from the Angat
Dam would cause water service mterrup- ‘
tion in its concession area.

The NWRB and Maynilad reiterated its
reminder to the public to-conserve water
due to the continuous decrease of water -
level at Angat Dam. . ‘

‘As of 6 a.m. of June 186, the water
level at Angat Dam was recorded at186.98
meters, which is slightly higher than its

. minimum operating level-at 180 meters

(Nicole Magmanlac)
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‘Water board OKs
52cms allocation
for MWSS in June

THE National Water Resources Board
(NWRB) approved the request of the
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS) to retain a higher water
allocation of 52 cubic meters per second
(cms) from June 16 to June 30.
NWRB ! chief Sevillo David confirmed
the NWRB decision, although the board
was reportedly expected to lower the
allocation — drawn from Angat Dam ~— to 50
cms ﬁ)rMaymlad Water Services, Inc. and
ManﬂaWaterCorporahonbegmnmg Friday -
to conserve water amid a looming El Nifio.
House Ways and Means chair and |
Albay Rep. Joey Sarte Salceda meanwhile
| his gratitude to Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas Govemor Felipe Medalla
for officially clarifying ‘that “financing
of water and sanitation projects in rural
communities” qualifies as a project
financeable with Agri- Agm Rural Credit
funds under the country’s banking system.
Maricel V. Cruz (See full story online
at ‘manilastandard. net)
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‘Manila Water Corporation beginning Friday '.

‘Water board 0Ks
52cms allocation

for MWSS in June

THE National Water Resources Board
(NWRB) approved the request of the

- Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage

System (MWSS) to retain a higher water

allocation of 52 cubic meters per second

(cms) from June 16 to June 30.
NWRB cl'uef Sevﬂlo Dawhd eonﬁrmed

was reportedly expected 1o loﬁrer the |

allocation — drawn ﬁomAngatDam t050
cms for Maynilad Water Services, Inc. and

to conserve water amid a looming El Nifio.
House Ways and Means chair and

Albay Rep. Joey Sarte Salceda meanwhile ]

expressed his gratitude to Bangko Sentral

ng Pilipinas Govemor Felipe Medalla

for officially clarifying that “financing
of water and sanitation projects in rural
communities” qualifies as a project
financeable with Agn-Agra Rural Credit
funds under the country’s banking system.
Maricel V. Cruz (See full story onime
at mamlastandard.net)
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Wildlife tourism in the islands of the Philippines

MAGINE the seven largest is-

lands in the Philippines — Lu-
zon, Mindanao, Samar, Negros,
Palawan, Panay and Mindoro.
For the purpose of wildlife tour-
ism, include Masbate, Romblon,
Marinduque and the biggest is-
land, Luzon'’s Cordillera Region,
as well as Rizal, Batangas, Cavite,
Laguna and Quezon. How to
properly pursue wildlife-related
interests like hiking, camping, cav-
ing, game drives and scuba diving
were already introduced. One can
easily surmise that now is the op-
portune time for our Department
of Tourism (DoT) to expose the
locals and the rest of the world to
Philippine wildlife tourism.

These days, we learn about eco-
tourism attractions through so-
cial media sites like Instagram
and Facebook. In particular, we
are exposed to various species of
mammals through TV's “Amaz-
ing Earth” and "Ano na, KK?"
The Covid-19 pandemic offered
opportunities for entrepreneurs to
engage in “specialized farms” of
edible flowers, berries, grapes, etc.
which could be reached by walking,
trekking, trail running on unpaved
roads for hours and, in the process,
coming to know various species of
wildflowers and a class of (insects)
arthropods like bees along the way,
feeling for the first time the sound
of nature and its beauty.

‘ETOLENTINO FROM A4

AMBASSADORS'
CORNER

AMADOS.
TOLENTINO JR.

How do we begin?

An archipelagic state, the Philip-
pines is a tropical paradise and
has many places to explore for
wildlife spotting, Whether one is
interested in marine life, birds or
land mammals, the islands are full
of waters (wetlands), lush jungles
and mountain ranges for a wildlife
enthusiast to see, touch and feel,
The country has the dugong, the
world's only herbivorous marine
mammal in Busuanga Island in
Palawan; tarsier, the world's sec-
ond smallest primate in Bohol;
the Philippine Eagle, the world's
largest and most powerful bird of
prey in Mount Kitanglad in north-
ern Mindanao; and the tamaraw, a
small, dark sturdily built buffalo
(Bubalus mindorensis), one of
the rarest mammals in the world
and critically listed as endangered.
It thrives nowhere except on the
island of Mindoro, specifically
in Mount Iglit-Baco. But what is
currently identified as the home
of the tamaraw is a small area in
Occidental Mindoro where the
Tamaraw Gene Pool Farm, an off-
site breeding facility is located.

It was set up in 1980 under the
Tamaraw Conservation Program
after research revealed only 327
were spotted, making the species
one of the rarest in the world.

Other species for Philippine
wildlife tourism are the Philip-
pine crocodile (also known as
Mindoro crocodile) which could
be found in the freshwater and
coastal areas southwest of Mind-
anao islands; Philippine spotted
deerin Calauit and Culion islands
in Palawan; Negros and Mindoro
bleeding hear doves; bamboo
sardines (tawilis) in Batangas;
Palawan peacock (pheasant) at
the National Park in Palawan; and
different species of sea turtles, in-
cluding green turtles, loggerhead,
leatherback, hawksbill turtle, are
found all over the Philippines.

Mention should be made of
the Turtle Islands Protected Area
located between Malaysia and the
Philippines where, during peak
season from May to July, hundreds
of turtles lay their eggs every night
on the beach area to the delight
of tourists, benefiting the two
countries which have a joint man-
agement agreement of the Turtle
Islands Wildlife Sanctuary.

In addition, the Philippine wild
pig (baboy damo), mouse deer
and the red-vented cockatoo are
also everywhere in the Philippines.

It would be most informative to

relay that there are many threat
to the existence of wildlife in th
country among which are humar
encroachment (excessive hunting
dynamite fishing, use of letha
weapons), habitat loss (logging)
poaching and disease outbreaks.

Sustainable tourism

Sustainable tourism is the prac
tice of considering the impact o
tourism on the environment, the
economy and society while at the
same time taking into account thy
needs of tourists, the host com
munities and the industry,

Nature-based tourism is amon;
the fastest-growing sectors of th
tourism industry. In that regard
wildlife tourism is important it
the quest to expand opportuni
ties for people and communitie
to bring in local benefits.

For people living in or nea
wildlife areas, tourism offers op
portunities for jobs, enterprise
and skills development. On
such is a simple “home accom
modation” scheme, but mor
important is community tourisn
relevant to local conservation ai
titudes or simply. participator
wildlife resource conservation.

A vital first step is to focus th
attention of different stakeholde
groups on community involve

>TalentinoA!

Wildlife tourism in the islands of the Philippines

IJnem as a priority and not just an

3 IaddAon to Macro-economic, envi-

onmental or marketing schemes,
| If we do not take care of envi-
ronmental resources like wild-
life, it will lead to deterioration
ind ultimately destruction and

LGUs to adopt a wild fauna or
flora as its official symbol to
be used in promotional post-
cards, booklets, medals, trophies,
stamps, stick-on or informative
giveaways in furtherance of wild-
life education and conservation,

future generations will not be
able to appreciate their beauty
and natural value.

As we traverse sustainably and
responsibly, let us always be aware
of the environmental impacts of
wildlife tourism and always re-

member environmentalists’ advice
on proper interaction with wild-
life — “Take only photographs. ...
Leave only footprints.”

Better still, to show support
for the DoT's sustainable wildlife
tourism efforts, encourage more

e ————— ettt

(Note: During the 1990s, old folks
in Mindoro volunteered the opin-
ion that the island was favored by
international scientists as the place
to go for wildlife research as if it
was a “jungle” of gentle people
and wild animals, which turned

out later to be present also in some
other islands of the archipelago.
No wonder “Mindoro” is attached
to the common name of some
wildlife species, e.g., Mindoro
crocodile, Mindora baboy damo
and red-vented cockatoo.)
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{Mc.Es) are deep cmnmunnla
on the deeper edges of coral reef

. Mesophotlc Coral Ewsymms 3
of reef. huddﬁ!smnh that peeur

XPLORING mesophotic coral reef
4 ecosystems, the University of the Philippines
Marine Science Institute (LIP-MSI); Mariano
Marcos State I.lmversny {MMSU), and Holy Name
University (HNU).in Bohol have collaborated to
venture into an’underwater research expedmon

zones where there aré still low

levels of Iigh: that can suppart

photosynthesi

The thm.-yearmdl pmjm k

was funded with P2.8 million

from the Department of Sclence
and Technology — Fhilippine
Coundl for Agriculture, Aquatic
and Natural Resources Research
and Development, said Dr. Patrick
‘Cabaitan, UP- - MS! assodiate profes-
sor and, program leader.

He'said the study aims 1o dis-
cover the ecological factors af-
fecting the coral ecosystems, and

- their potential as refuges from

disturbances. “The study is ex-
pcmd to provide inputs to address
the biodiversity and ecological
dynamics ofmesophotic coral reef,

ecosystems I.n the llocos er

Cabaltan added.
" MCEs are found in tropical and
subtropical regions, at depths
ranging from almast 100 feet to
over 490 feet below the ocean’s
surface. These serve as useu_ual
habitats for spawning, breeding,
feeding and growing fsh species.
‘The exploration in the sea reefs
of Badoc and Currimao towns
in llocos Norte, and San Esteban
town in Hocos Sur started in May
thisyear by a team from the MMSU
Callege of Aquatic Sdences and
Applied Technology (Casat) led

TANNER  EDITORIAL

STORY

CARTOC

L..'JJ..-LUJ-ULL}, AL oA MY

by Prof. Rhea Espiritu together
with key personnel from UP-MSI
and HNU,

" Espiritu said team members
collaborated with concerned locat
govemment unitsto further fadlitate
the implementation of the project
tofoster knowledge-sharing among
local officials and stakeholders.

Prof. Emesto del Rosario Jr.,

MMSU Casat ufﬁ:er-in-ch:rsc
dean, expressed hope the project
would contribute to the formula-
tion of effective conservation strat-
egies that safeguard these fragile
ecosystems from potential threats,

"MMSU President Dr. Shirley
Agrupls expressed suppont for the
research project, acknowledg]
their “high hopes thar it would
help secure the marine resources
in the region.”

Agrupis also noted that MMSU
and UP Los Barios are alsq imple-
menting the Industry Strategic
Science and Technology Plans for
Eel project which is also funded
by the DoST-Peaarrd. “This project
aims to develop protocols for ee]
agquaculture, thereby sustaining
and helping build the eel industry

in the country, " she added.
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What will the UN high seas treaty

mean for protecting

NITED NATIONS, United

'States (AFP) — The world's

first international treaty on

the high seas, set to be ad-
opted by the United Nations on Mon-
day, contains landmark tools for the
conservation and management of
international waters.

International waters — outside the
jurisdiction of any single state — cover
more than 60 percent of the world's
oceans.

Ocean ecosystems create half the
oxygen humans breathe and limit
global warming by absorbing much of
the carbon dioxide emitted by human
activities.

Once adopted, the UN treaty will go
into force 120 days after 60 countries
have ratified it,

Here are the key points of the text
approved in March. The final version to
be voted on has not yet been published.

Ocean under threat

The treaty begins by recognizing
"the need to address, in a coherent
and cooperative manner, biodiversity
loss and degradation of ecosystems of
the ocean."

These impacts include the warm-
ing of ocean waters along with their
loss of oxygen, acidification, mounting
plastics and other pollutants, as'well as
overfishing.

The text specifies that it will apply
to waters beyond countries' exclusive
economic zones, which extend to a
maximum of 200 nautical miles from
the coasts.

It also covers what is known as
"the Area," shorthand for seabed and
subsoil beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction. The Area comprises just
over half of the planet's seabed.

The Conference of the Parties (COP)
will have to navigate the authority of
other regional and global organiza-
tions. )

Chief among these are regional
fisheries bodies and the International
Seabed Authority, which oversees per-
mits for deep-sea mining exploration
in some areas and may soon make the
controversial move of allowing compa-
nies to mine beyond current test runs,

Marine protected areas
Currently, almost all protected ma-
rine areas (MPAs) are within national
territorial waters.

vian

the ocean?

A PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS the sunset in Mtsangadoua on the French Indian

Ocean island of Mayotte

on May 28, 2023. The first international treaty to protect the high seas Is due to be adopteq gn

June 18, 2023 at the United Nations. (AFP)

The treaty, however, allows for
these reserves to be created in the
open ocean.

Most decisions would be taken by a
consensus of the COP, but an MPA can
be voted into existence with a three-
quarters majority, to prevent deadlock
caused by a single country.

One crucial shortcoming: the text
does not say how these conserva-
tion measures will be monitored and
enforced over remote swathes of the
ocean — a task that will fall to the cOp.

Some experts say satellites could be
used to spot infractions,

Individual countries are already
responsible for certain activities on
the hig_h seas that they have jurisdic-

tion over, such as those of ships flying
their flags.

Sharing the bounty?

On the high seas, countries and
entities under their jurisdiction will be
allowed to collect animal, plant, or mj-
crobial matter whose genetic material
might prove useful, even commercially.

Scientists, for example, have dis-
covered molecules with the potential
to treat cancer or other diseases in
microbes scooped up in sediment, or
produced by sponges or marine mol-
lusks.

Benefits-sharing of those resources
has been a key point of contentjon
between wealthy and poorer nations.

The treaty establishes frameworks
for the transfer of marine research
technologies to developing countries
and a strengthening of their research

. transport and fishing, a

capacities, as we]]
data.

But it's left to the COP to decide
exactly how any monetary benefits
will eventually be shared, with options
including a system based on specific
commercialized products, or more
generalized payment systems.

as open access to

Environmenta] impact studies

The treaty requires signatories to
assess the environmenta) impacts of
planned activities under their contrg]
on the high seas before they are autho-
rized In instances when such activitjeg
may have more than a minor Or transj-
tory effect.

It also calls for countries to assess
the potential impact on internationa]
waters of activities within national ju-
risdictions that may cause "substantia]
pollytion" or harm the high sea Mmarine
environment,

Ultimately, states are responsible
for giving the green light to any potep -
tially harmfu] activity — a role NGog
hoped woyld g0 to the COP, to make
controversial approvals more difficu]t,

The treaty also requires stateg to
publish updates on an activity's epy;_
ronmental impacts, Approvals can be
_cal]ecl into question if Unanticipateq
Impacts arise,

Though they are not specifica)
listed in the treaty,
could come unde

ly
activities that

I regulation inclyde

_ s well as more
controversial subjects such as deep-

sea mining or even geo-engine
initiatives to mitigate global wary

ering
Ning,
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UN to adopt high
seas treaty

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - The world's first international treaty
to pi-ofect the high seas is scheduled to be adopted on Monday at
the United Nations, a huge step for the “historic” environmental

TITLE : PAGE

Since then, the
’ t '
pored over by the S)l-(\lt'sh?s Seph
and translators to make s

i : matches j ; € Sure j
accord after more than 15 years of c?ns(‘:uss-lons. _ langua e‘;:' the b_ody’g six ogﬁc};ﬁ
#1t’s a historic moment,” Minna tions to international waters, which But the O ey e g
Epps, ocean team director of the - make up more than 60 percent of on Monday. After t} 0%};9 Oover
International Union for the Con-  the world’s oceans. _ he treaty, it will nee e adopts

servation of Nature, told AFP. But
_ujp’s appalling thatit took so long.”
The landmark treaty would es-

tablish a legal framework to extend.

Following four years of ofﬁfial'

negotiations, UN member states
finally agreed on the text for the
treaty in March after a flurry of

BU. ty ounts on the OCéan‘

_swathes of environmental protec-

final, marathon talks. - Se

t can the ocean count on 115?”

“asked onTWItterrecentljr, calhng for

more maritime protections.
Scientists have increasingly come

to realize the importance of oceans, -
“which produce most of the oxygen

we breathe, limit climate change by
absorbing carbon dioxide, and host
rich areas of biodiversity, often at the
microscopic level. -

But with so much of the world’s
oceans lying outside of individual
countries’ exclusive economic zones,
“and thus the jurisdiction of any single

A i:retary-C?‘eneral,Antonio Guterres

T —
e

_ state, providing protection for the
_ so-called “high seas” requires inter-
‘national cooperation. . :

~ Akey tool in the treaty will be the
ability to create protected marine
areas in international waters.

" The treaty, officially known as -
the treaty on “Biodiversity Beyond
National Jurisdiction” or BBNJ, also
__introduces requirements to carry
* out environmental impact studies
~ for proposed activities to be carried
out in international waters.
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UNto ddopt_ high s(_ea's treatvaonday_

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Theworld's
firstinternational treaty to protect the high
seas is scheduled to be adopted Monday
at the United Nations, a huge step for the
“historic" environmental accord after
more than 15 years of discussions. '

"It's a historic moment," Minna Epps,
ocean team director of the International

* Union for the Conservation of Nature, told

AFP. But "jt'sappalling that it took so long."
The landmark treaty would establish a
legal framework to extend swathes of en-
virenmental protections to international
waters, which make up more than 60 per-
cent of the world's oceans., : o
Following four years of official nego-
tiations, UN member states finally agreed
on the text for the treaty in March after a

- flurry of final, marathon talks.

to make sure it matches in

. Since then, the text has been pored
over by the UN's lawyers and translators
the body's six
official languages.

- Butthe journey won't bé over Monday.

- After the UN adopts the treaty, it will need

to be ratified by at least 60 member states

- togointo effect,

“Humanity counts on the ocean. Byt
can the ocean count onus?" UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres asked on Twitter
recently, calling for more maritime
protections. : ' e

Scientists have increasingly come tore-
alize theimportance of oceans, which pro-

duce most of the oxygen we breathe, limit

. climatechange by absorbing C02, and host
rich areas of biodiversity, often at the mi~

_croscopic level. :

But with so much of the world's oceang
lying outside of individual countries' ex-

clusive economic zones, and thus the ju~

risdiction of any single state, Providing
protection for the so-called "high seag"
requires international cooperation,

The result is that they've been longig- -

nored in manyenvironmental fights, as the

- spotlight has been on coastal areas.

Akey tool in the treaty will be the abj]-

ity to create protected marine areas in ip- :

ternational waters.

Currently, about one percent of the high
seas are protected by any sort of conserva -
tion measures. : o

.- That's a drop in the bucket for what's
required to achieve goals to sét aside for
protection 30 percentof the world's oceans
and lands by 2030, as agreed by world gov-

ernments in a separate historic accorq:

reached in Montreal in December.
Without the ratification of the high seag
treaty, "we're not going to achieve 30x30.

It's as simple as that," said Jessica Battle, ’

an ocean policy expert with the World

Wildlife Fund.
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chain to meet net-ze

BY HAN PHOUMIN

1L countries are committed to pursu-
Ains pathways to decarbonize emis-
sions by 2050, amid concems raised by
the Intergovemnmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) over the serious conse-
of global dimate change. The Paris
Agreement alegallybindingintemational
treaty on dimate change, set the goals to
hold “the increase in the global average
temperature to well below 2 C above pre-
industrial levels” and pursue efforts “to
limit the temperature increase to 1.5 C
above pre-industrial levels.”

Pursuing net-zero emissions re-
quires political commitment to drive
policies in all energy-related sectors
to transform business-as-usual energy
infrastructure to clean and sustainable
energy infrastructure, with clean fuels
and renewables playing key roles. The
scaling up of all clean and renewable
technologies and production requires
a massive amount of rare earth min-
erals or rare earth elements (REE) as
critical input into the production of
all clean technologies and renewables,
such as wind turbines, battery storage
and batteries in electric vehicles, elec-
trolyzers, and all smart technologies
involved in smart grids and telecom-
munications, REE are also used in the
production of military weapons.

To meet the net-zero emission scenario,
demand foritical mineralsis estimated o
grow around six-fold from 7.1 megatons
(Mt) in2020042.3 Mtin 2050, Thisjump
in demand raises concerns over energy se-
aurity in the global sourcing supply chain,

PERSPECTIVE

A secure and reliable rare earth mineral supply
ro emissions by 2050

L

TR, t»‘- e ttlrs

& HanPhoumin is senior energy economist
at the Economic Research Institute for Asean
and East Asia. ERIA PHOTO
dominated by China (IEA, 2022).

China is the biggest global rare earth
player in terms of mine production and
reserves of rare earth elements (REE),
with 44 million tons in reserves (rep-
resenting about 35 percent of global
reserves) and 140,000 tons of annual
mine production. The United States
is second, having reopened mining in
2018, and gradually increased produc-
tion to 38,000 tons in 2021, with 1.5 mil-
lion tons in reserves, Australia ranks third
with an annual production of 17,000
tons and about 4.1 Mt in reserves. Viet-
nam and Brazil have the second and third
most reserves with 22 million tons and 21
million tons, respectively, but their mine
production is among the lowest at only
1,000 tons per year each (USGS, 2022).

China has a strong foothold in the
global supply chain, accounting for 80-
85 percent of global supply, with the US

heavily dependent on China for about
80 percent of its rare earth imports. Se-
curity of supply is an issue, underlining
the need to develop new sources of rare
earths in North America and elsewhere,
such as Australia, Vietnam and Indone-
sia. China’s dominant role enables it to
control the global production and avail-
ability of these valuable metals.

Prior to the 1980s, the US held a
majority stake in the REE market, but
that changed as production growth
abroad, mounting environmental
pressures at home, and cheaper labor
shifted production overseas.

China’s dominant position has sparked
supply concemns. It has used REE for
political leverage and used its monapoly
as a diplomatic tool in 2010 when it se-
verely limited REE exportstoJapan during
arguments over disputed territory. This
showed the world it saw its monopoly
as a strategic tool in foreign policy. More
recently, China also threatened to cut REE
supply to the US during their trade war.

Whatwe know s there arefew playersin
the global REE supply chain. Recognizing
the importance of supply chain security,
the US has made several attempts to Te-
emerge as a major player. This has seen
renewed focusunder the Biden administra-
tion, with massive investments in climate
change technology, and a hard line being
taken on geopolitical rivalries and the
national security threat posed by China.

As a result, Australia, Indonesia, Viet-
namand India could be new supply chain
sources in the near future. Australia’s re-
sourcessectoris well-positioned to develop

acost-competitivedomestic processingsec-

tor that meets environmental, sodial and

govemnance considerations. This includes |

drawingon high laborand environmental
standards, reliability as a supplier, and
technical expertise to drive production
efficiency. lts high standards and strong
resources record give Australia a major
advantage in the global aitical minerals

market. However, Australia, Indonesiaand |

Vietnam will all need to address barriers
facing miners and processors, including
skills and expertise to meet the technical
challenges of production, processing and
refining and managing the sustainability
of the citical minerals industry.

Itis important for the governments of
these three countries to look into issues
that can help de-risk projects at all stages
of development to overcome barriers
and attract private investment. This can
be done through project facilitation,
providing technical support, and making
strategic investments to scale up process-
ing and lock in finance and off-take for
production. There is a need to invest in
research and development (R&D) for
this sector to grow, just as China did for
decades through its own R&D investment.

Finally, it is crudial to build relatjon-
ships with key countries other than

China for securing supplies; such as the |

United States, Japan, the Republic of K.

rea, the United Kingdom, India and the |

European Union members 1o secure off.
take contracts for these itical minerg]s

Disclaimer: The views expressed are
purely those of the authors and may
not in any circumstances be regarded
as stating an official position of ERIA.
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PROTECTING WATERSHEDS

GllHIlIlI.EHA PUSHES FOR GHEEN ENERGY’

BAGUIO CITY—The latest
Cordillera development plan
will be driven by a “green en-
ergy” agenda to maximize the
region’s potential as a “renew-
able energy powerhouse” while
raising capital needed to pre-
serve Luzon’s watershed areas,
Socioeconomic Planning Secre-
tary Arsenio Balisacan sald on
_Thursday.

In a recorded message, Bal-
.isacan discussed the new direc-
tion being taken by Baguio City
and the provinces of Kalinga, If-
ugao, Benguet, Abra, Apayao and
Mountain Province during the
Jaunching ceremony here of the
2023-2028 Cordillera Adminis-
trative Region Development Plan
(CARDP), which was attended by
all of the region’s governors.

Like the rest of the country,
CARDP was designed' to steer
the region’s recovery in the
wake of the “lasting” economic
impact of the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the lingering effects of
the Russian war in Ukraine and
extreme weather, he said.
Balisacan said the Cordillera
appeared to have coped better
compared to other regions, hav-
ing ranked as the second-fast-
est growing economy in 2022.
The Cordillera’s gross regional
domestic product (GRDP) con-
tracted by 10.2 percent in 2020
when the pandemic struck, but
bounced back last year, with an
8.7-percent growth in GRDP.
" He said improving food-se-
curity remains a key priority for
the CARDP in light of fluctuating
world food prices, the country’s
high power costs and the El Nifio
phenomenon expected to affect
the country by the end of the year.
But Balisacan said active-
~ly pursuing renewable energy
projects is “timely,” given that
the headwaters of 13 Luzon riv-
er systems are in the Cordillera.
According to the Depart-

ment of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources, 85 percent of the
highland region is forest land.

“The [CARDP] strategies in-
clude the protection of the re-
gion’s environment and natural
resources as well as the explo-
ration of all of its renewable en-
ergy potentials,” he said.

The ceremony made no ref-
erences to some of the coun-
try’s oldest hydroelectric dams,
which buried indigenous Cor-
dillera communities after they
were built in the 1960s. These
hydroelectric dams still contrib-
ute to the Luzon Power Grid.

A Malacanang-backed proj-
ect in the 1970s to build four

. more dams along the Chico Riv-

er, a 233-kilometer river system
traversing the. Cordillera and
Cagayan Valley regions, stirred
up broad-based opposition from
tribal elders at the time, forc-
ing the developers to back out.
—VINCENT CABREZA INQ




STRATEGIC

CDMMUNICA‘I‘ION

STORY STORY
INITmuw:s

wﬂ-" SERVICE

LOWER

JUN 17 e

UPPER PAGE1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON

TITLE :

DATE

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

REGIONS

o : A ;
GREEMN ENE RGY scu RCE M. Pulag, Luzon s hrghest peak that spans the provinces of Be nguer, Ifugac and Nueva V[zcayﬂ is notjusta f.wnrlte tre kking site for nature Lovers. as sh own in th-s‘2015
photo, butis alse a resource-rich mountain that has natural watershed resources that can be tapped for the high-impact rencwable energy projects in the Cordillera. —aicHARD BALONGLONG
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" Mayon ashfall reaches foot-
- - villages; evacuees swell to 20,000 -
NAROMINACABRERA " Prevales seid thor the fargest
'i : ._}:quas_tic density current (PI?C)-

happened on Thursday at 11:18

_—
b

summit crater of Mayon Volcano
that continued to feed lava flows

and collapse debris on the Mi-isj
; _(gs&tlxlth) and Bonga (southeastern) .
€S. - ' ' I1 ‘

. Theselava flows have advanced
to around one kilometer from the
summit crater while the collapse |
SO “Turn to Page 5 J

.. Mayon Volcano in; Albay.con-
| tinued its silent effusion of fresh p.m. and lasted up to four mifiutes,
{lavain the past three days that has. depositing materials within one
'reached as far as-two kilometers . kilometer of the gullies. - '
‘down the crater, the Philippine . Phivolcs also observed: very
Ingtitute of Volcanology and Seis: slow effusion of lava from the

L]

N Cn b e -
THE PHILIPPINE STAR

SATURDAY | JUNE17,2023 | MEWS . 5 ‘
‘ ' centers - including school
Mayon From Page 1

classrooms transformed into

' '  temporary shelters —in Albay,

debris reached around two ki-  in the past three days. Steam- the National Disaster Risk

lometers from the crater. laden plumes also averaged Reduction and Management
The state bureau said Alert o 725 tons a day, while sulfur  Council (NDRRMC) said.

Level 3ismaintained overMay-  'djoxide (SO2) emissions av- _ The number of residents

on Volcano as there is relatively
high Jevel of unrest. Magma is
at the crater of the volcano and
hazardous eruption within
weeks or even days is possible.

Paul Alanis; Phivolcs resi-
dentvolcanologist at the Lignon
Hill Observatory in Legazpi
City, said that aside from the
largest pyroclastic density cur-
rent, 12 more dome-collapsed
PDCs were detected by their
monitoring instruments, ac-
companied by 307 rockfall

events in the

Alanis said traces of ashfall
i from the PDCs were
reported in Sitio Buga, Baran-
gay Nabonton, in Ligao City;
and in Purck 7, Barangay San
Frandisco in Gunobatan, Albay.
“We included this traces
of ashfall report in our latest
bulletin because this
first time that we received such .
information from the barangay
residents and validated by our
team,” Alanis said.
Phivoles detected a total of
922 rockfall events as triggered
by the sustained lava el

eraged to 509 in the past 48
hours, Phivolcs data showed.
Atotal of 307 rockfall events,
four voleanic earthquakes and
13 dome-collapse PDCs lasting
two to six minutes were record-
ed in 24 hours since Thursday
morning, the Phivolcs added.
“These data indicated that
Mayon’s overall abnormal
condition was sustained and re-

mained with the alert level three -

parameters in the past 72 hours,

affected by or displaced by
Mayon's continuing volcanic

" activity in Albay alsoballooned

or three days,” Alanis explained. -
He refused to predict as to

how long this quiet lava effu-’

sion would last, adding that
“Mayon is a volcano that dis-
plays abnormal behavior that
is 50 difficult to predict.”

Alanis recalled Mayon’s 2014
eruption that ended only.with
lava flow and did not proceed
to bombastic eruption of volca-
nic materials.

18,584 In shelters

_ Some 5,125 families or
18,584 persons arebeing served

across 27 different evacuation

.

to a total of 9,947 éxnili&s or
38,391 persons yesterday.

Some 471 fa};'nilies or 1,633
persons who were also foroed
out of their homes have decided
to seek refuge elsewhere of stay
with their relatives living in
safer areas, the NDRRMCadded.

Albay Public Safety and
Emergency Mana§ement Of-
fice (Apsemo) OIC Eugene
Escobarsaid evacuees arebeing
anticipated to further increase
in number due to the sustained
abnormal condition of Mayon.

“LGUs are starting to evacu-
ate their residents staying near
the danger zones as’ they are
afraid to stay while seeing fresh
hot lava oozing out of Mayon's
crater in a 24-hour duration
period,” Escobar said.

He also said that assistance
continued to pour in yesterday
from national agencies and
non-government organizations
indl;%qu:g filtration machines to
be stationed near the clustered

evacuation centers across Albay.

Albay Gov. Edcel Grex Lag-
man said that the provincial
govemment js prep.
voles decides to raise the Alert

Level.

. He said the government is
prioritizing water, sanitation-
and hygiene in the evacuation

centers.

Price freeze ordered

The Department of Trade
and Industry (DT]) has ordered
2 price freeze for bdsic goods
in Albay amid the continued
unrest of the Mayon Volcano.

”'I‘hrox%h DTI's provincial

bay, I have ordered
a price freeze for basic goods
today,” Trade Secretary o
Pascual said yesterday. .

“Business establishments
are directed to comply to this,
otherwise, we will impose
necessary penalties. We want
to ensure that our affected
kababayans in Albay will have
access to affordable and rea-
sonably-priced basic goods
especially during disasters like
this,” he added.

Under the Price Act
(RA7581), as amended by RA
10623, prices of basic necessities
are automatically frozen at their
prevailing prices for 60 days
from declaration unless sooner

office in

lifted by the President.: -

DTT monitoring teams are’

continuously checking the
prices and availabﬂit{to asic
goods like canned fish, locally
manufactured instant noodles,
bottled water, bread; processed
milk, coffee, candles, laundry
soap, detirge,ryta' and salt in
supermarkets, - ies and
wet markets. gmcer};‘"

According to the Price Act,
business establishments found
to_have violated the price freeze
will face a of imprison-
ment for a peri d of one year to
lOyears,oraﬁnerangihgfmm
P5,000 to P1 million, or both, at
the discretion of the court.

. DPWH readles
assets

artment of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) Secre-
tary Manuel ‘Bonoan said the
DPWH is ready with prepared-
ness measures and a response
action plan in case of an escala-
tion in Mayon's alert level.
“The DPWH Disaster and
Incident Management Teams
of Regional and nearby Dis-
trict Engineering Offices have
been activated, while Quick
Response Assets composed of
340 individuals with 30 equip-
ment were aErepo::,itione for
any eventuality,” he said,

" House Spx

As part of the preparedness
measures, DPWH Regional Of-
fice 5 also identified alternate
routes if the situation worsens
or in case some road sections
need closure for safety. .

In the event that the Legazpi-
Sto. Domingo-Tabaco Road will
be impassable; motorists may
take Ligao-Tabaco Road as an
alternative road. :

In case the Camalig Section
of Daang Maharlika will be
closed, the Camalig-Comun-
Gapo-Pefiafrancia Road miay be
analternate route. *

Meanwhile, a community

antry will be organized for
512 residents in Albay province,

dez announced yesterday as
he expressed support for the
planned community pantry
ject of Albay 3rd District Rep.
y do “Didi” Cabredo. o
e program will be fund
by thel;’500.000 financial aid
that %abmd% I%oeived from l;r;-t
mualdez an -l
Reps. Yedda Malgg?golr)na;?ldez
and Jude Acidre. It will be
dubbed “Community Pantry
nina Speaker and Cong Didi.”
~ With Michael Punongbayan,
Sheila Crisostomo, Jose Rodel
Clapano, Cecille Suerte Felipe,
Catherine Talavera, Mark Er-
nest Villeza

Martin Romual-
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Minor infra.

‘in Calatagan

‘due to quake

The magnitude 6.3 earthquake that

© struck Batangas and was felt in Metro
- Manila and other parts of Luzon left

minimal damage to infrastructure in
Calatagan, Batangas, the town mayor

said yesterday.

- Mayor Peter Oliver Palacio said only
‘small cracks were found in schools,

hospitals and other buildings as well as-

roads and bridges, based on inspections
conducted by municipal engineers.

Palacio said there was no reported
death or injury as residents followed
'standard operating procedures in evac-
uating buildings during earthquakes.

He said he also suspended classes
following the quake.

The Philippine Institute of Volcanol-
ogy and Seismology (Phivolcs) said the
epicenter of the quake was monitored
11 kilometers south of Calatagan.

The quake was felt at Intensity 5,
which is classified as strong, in Calata-
gan as well as in Looc, Lubang and
Paluan in Occidental Mindoro.

Meanwhile, in Batangas, 33 students
of the Lipa City National High School
in Barangay 1 reportedly'collapsed or
vomited due to the earthquake.

First-aid responders brought the stu-
dents to the Hospital ng Lipa and Lipa
City District Hospital for treatment.

'35 aftershocks
Phivolcs said 35 aftershocks of the

magnitude 6.3 quake have been re-:

corded since Thursday. -

The aftershocks had magnitudes
ranging from 1.4 to 3.1, 17 of which
were plotted or those that were de-
tected by at least three seismic stations.

Phivolcs said none of the after-
shocks was felt due to the lower
magnitude.

Phivolcs director Teresito Bacolcol
said the magnitude 6.3 quake was due
to a movement in the Manila Trench,

- Emmanuel Tupas, Romina
Cabrera

-






