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cycling their products' plastic
packaging wastes after these

, have been sold to and used by
consumers.

"Rather than seemingly
giving up this early the fight
against plastic waste pollution,
the DENRshould do abetter job
of implementing the Extended
Producer Responsibility [EPR]
Act, in support of the govern-
ment goal of advancing a circu-
lar economy and mitigating the
deleterious impact of climate
change," Villafuerte said.

Villafuerte was one of the
principal authors of Republic
Act (RA)11898, which institu-
tionalized the practice of EPR

in waste management that im-
poses on producers, in coordi-
nation with their distributors
and retailers, the responsibil-
ity of properly and effective y
disposing of their products a -
ter these have been sold to and
used by consumers.

"The objective here is
to reduce waste generation
and improve the recyclabil-
ity or reusability of suc 1

wastes as plastic containers
or packaging materials as
part of a wholistic approach
in switching to an eco-friend-
ly circular economy," he said.

WITH only about 600
out of 4,000 big en-
terprises obliged

to practice the Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility (EPR)
Act, a senior lawmaker wants
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) to take more decisive
steps in implementing fully a
new law on the proper disposal
of single-use plastics.

Camarines Sur Rep.LrayVil-
lafuerte said this new measure
holds big companies respon-
sible for getting rid of or re-------~~-------------------------= SEE "PLASTICS," A2~----~---

Plastics. ••
take off, with our DEN R Secretary her-
self conceding that 'we are not winning
the war' on this campaign."

Villafuerte reacted to DENR Secre-
tary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga's re-
cent revelation that only about 600 or
15 percent of4,OOO enterprises obliged
to practice EPRhave thus farregistered,

. in compliance with RA 11898.

He reminded the DENR that under
RA 11898, enterprises obliged to prac-
tice EPR that fail to register or comply
with this law Face fines ranging from
PS ~ilHon to P20 million, and auto-
matic suspension of business permits,
depending on whether violators have
committed their first, second or third
offenses .

In the previous Congress, \ illafuerte
authored House Bill (HB) 9859 that was
one of the measures incorpo -ated into
HB 10696, which. in turn, v,as recon-
ciled with the Senate's vers on of the
EPR bill (Senate Bill or S8 2425), to
come up with the final cong ressional
measure transmitt.d to the 'alace for
the President's signature

CONTINUBD PROM Al

"But sadly, this grand government
drive to reverse the worsening plastic
waste pollution appears to have nose-
dived this early before it could even fully

This measure, which lapsed into law
on July 23, 2022, amended RA 9003 or
the "Ecological Solid Waste Management
Act" of2000 by requiring enterprises to
register and be responsible for the cor-
rect disposal of their products' plastic
packaging after their products have been
sold to and used by consumers.

'50 far, we have counted 4,000
obliged enterprises. Unfortunately, we
only have around 600 that have actu-
ally registered. Some of those 600 have
fully complied with what is required for
the registration; the rest are still in the
process." said Yulo-Loyzaga at a recent
news conference marking World Envi-
ronment Day.

Villafuerte pointed out to the DENR
chief that the successful implementation
of RA 11898 relies mainly on the active
participation of the obliged companies,
as Yulo-Loyzaga herself said the chal-
lenge of finding a sustainable replace-
ment for single-use plastics should
not be left. to the government and the
academe but should involve producers
or manufacturers that use plastics in
their products.

With the IRR's release almost six
months ago, Villafuerte asked the Sec-
retarywhether a newCommission under
the supervision of Malacanan Palace-
as mandated under RA 11898-has
started its work already on overseeing
the shift to a circular economy as part
of the government's climate-mitigation
action.

Villafuerte said RA 11898 called for
the establishment of the proposed Na-
tional Solid Waste Management Com-
mission (NSWM(), which is "mandated
under this EPR Law to see to it that big
producers along with their distributors
'and retailers take charge of the proper
disposal or recycling of their waste prod-
ucts after their goods have been sold to
and used by consumers."

According to an earlier DENR state-
ment, within six months of this new
law's effecrivtty.Iarge-scale enterprises
were expected to initiate their efforts on
plastic recovery and diversion schemes
as mandated by the EPR law.

The DENR described the implemen-
tation of the EPR Law as "a cr uci al step
to the Philippines' transition to the
circular economy." as it noted that the
Philippines was cited in 2015 as the third
largest contributor to ocean plastic, with
approximately 0.75 million metric tons
(MT) of plastic ending up in the seas and
other waterways annually.

Following the enactment of RA
11898, the DENR said the Philippines
was included in a select group of states
that promulgate EPR, including the
United States (US), Canada, Japan, Sin-
gapore. India, South Korea, Chile, Mex-
ico, Columbia, Peru and Brazil.
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DENR: Include waste pickers in plastic managerrl'rri:
To ensure that no one is left behind and communal waste collection points

as the country transitions toward a circu- The DENR chief cited the significant
THE Department of Environment and lar economy, DENR Secretary Antonia role of the sector in waste collection and
Natural Resources seeks to employ waste Loyzaga cited the need for a more holistic management, and the potential contri u-
pickers from the informal sector and in- integration of the informal sector to the tion it could bring being the "backbon of
tegrate them into an expanded producer EPR system. the currently limited collection servi ces
responsibility (EPR) system for plastic The informal waste sector in the Phil- and partly of recycling" in the country

I_p~a~c_ka~g_in_g_w_as_._te_.~ ~ __ ~ip_p_in_e_s_i_n_cl_u_d_e_w__as~te~p~ic_k_e_rs~a_t_d~um__p_s ~~ __ ~ N_erlpnge

By Rio N. Araja

DENR: ...
FromAl

"Collection and sorting facilities from the informal sector may be transformed into
formal activities and es~blishments. These can be duly registered and supported by
the EPR system," she said.

"The informal sector can also be integrated as business partners, such as non-gov-
ernment organization-supported microenterprises, franchises of formal waste manage-
ment companies, operating local collection centers, and forming cooperatives and col-
lectives. This social inclusion can be improved to develop alternative livelihoods and
diversified livelihoods for our informal community," she added.

The EPR Act of 2022 or Republic Act 11898 serves as the environmental poli-
cy approach an~ practice that requires producers to be environmentally responsible
throughoutthe hfe cycle of a product, especially its post-consumer or end-of-life stage.
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DENR chief pitches for synergy-based governance to achieve water see rity

THE Philippines can achieve
water security if the gov-
ernment and all other

stakeholders will work together
for the effective and sustainable
management of the country's wa-
ter resources, according to Envi-
ronment Secretary MariaAntonia
Yulo-Loyzaga.

In her keynote address at the re-
cent Financial Inclusicn for Women,
Water and Climate Resilience Forum
organized. by th~ Financial E.xecu-
tives of the Philippines (FINEX),
Yulo-Loyzaga said there is no sub-
stitute for coherence, convergence,
and synergy in water governance.

"With your partnership, I know,
these are all possible and water secu-
rity can be reached and achieved for
the Philippines,"Yulo-Loyzagasaid.

While it is considered as most
vulnerable to climate change, the
water sector holds the potential to
lead change and deliver transfer-
mative solutions in the country's
quest for climate resilient, inclu-
sive, and sustainable development,
she stressed.

"Today, more than ever, there is
a critical need for nexus governance
for climate and disas ter resilience-
one that pursues a strategic balance
between supply, distribution and
consumption of water for health,
food, energy, human and environ-
mental security," Yulo-Loyzaga
pointed out. .

"Building resilience through
equity in the water sector re- .
quires us to address the ecologi-'
ca l, political, s'ocioeconomic,
and engineering risks, as well
as, perhaps quite important, the
national and local capacity for

science-informed governance,"
she added.

Synergetic approach
LOYZAGA noted that the govern-
ment-through the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) is embarking on
synergistic approaches to solving
the country's water woes: anatternpt
at the effective management of wa-
ter resources and the application of
geospatial data.

The first synergistic approach
was highlighted by President Fer-
dinand R. Marcos Jr. by establish-
ing the Water Resources Manage-
ment Office (WRMO) in the DENR
throughan executive order he issued
recently, she said.

The newly created WRMO inte-
grates the functions of all agencies
with water-related mandates to
effectively manage the country's
water resources and to achieve
water security.

Loyzaga said the apexbodywould
strengthen the coordination among
various agencies and provide the
venue fO.rcoherent policy formula-
tion and rationalized functions to
address cross-sectoral needs.

She also said that the implemen-
tation of the presidential 'directive
is aligned with efforts to eventually
establish a Department of Water.

"There are long-standing in-
stitutional issues which we now
have a strong chance of .solving
and this unlocks some of the bar-
riers in managing water: Loyzaga
stressed. "It also opens the pos-
sibility of coordinating projects
between agencies to enter with
more efficient programs like the

construction of multi-use dams
and reservoirs."

Geospatial planning
MEANWHILE, Loyzaga said the
DENR is now using geospatial data
to monitor the state of the country's
natural resources, including water.
The Geospatial Database Office in
the DENR was created for evidence-
informed decision-making.

She also created rhe pesitien
of Undersecretary for Integrated
Environmental Science to ensure
that the science needed for ocean-
land atmosphere dimensions of the
environment and natural resources
mandate is embedded in all bureau
deliberations and decisions.

"The DENRbelievesin the power
of information and more important-
ly sctence and information-based
decision-making with the support
of the best technologies available,"
Loyzaga explained.

Using satellite imagery and geo-
graphic information systems, the
DENR is now able to detect water-
shed and mangrove health, the re-
cent oil spill and other related haz-
ards, water quality challenges, ille-
gal activities, and potential future
water resources for development.

Loyzaga said these two systems
would eventually ensure that the
DENRis able to identify, account for,
mitigate, restore, and regenerate the
natural capital from ridge to reef.

"In short, we are able to see
changes in these terrains and cross-
reference them with permits and
other instruments: Loyzaga said.

These new capacities, she added,
now allow the DENR to assist in
de-risking investment and improve

water resource rnanagerr-erit down
to the community level.

Whole-of-governmentapproach
UTILIZING these new capacities

.and platforms, Loyzaga said the
DENR has adopted a whole-of-
government approach to -esolving
water challenges.

The DENRchiefcited the DENR's
use of a physical database to 'work
with the Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH), the
Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DlLG) the Na-
tional Economic and Development
Authority, and the local water utili-
ties in identifying the best sources
of surface water to serve tl e needs
of local communities.

TheDENRisalsocurrentlywork-
ing with the .pPWH and )ILG to
provide water to 1,374 barangays
across Luzon, Visayas, and Mind-
anao. Meanwhile, the W'I.MO is
also working with the private sector
to bring water to those who need it
most, such as 65 isolated barangays
in island municipalities.

"Water is a fundamental re-
source for human health, economic
development, and ecological sus-
tainability but also for inclusive
and resilient development. It plays
a critical role in many aspects of
community life specifically food
production, for example, sanita-
tion, hygiene. and energy p oduc-
tion," said Loyzaga.

Accordingto Loyzaga, the DENR's
goal is to secure a robust sot. rce of
water for all which will be one less
challenge for communities a ready
dealing with volatile and uncertain
times. Jonathan L.Ma,uga
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Water impounding
.project is good, but forest
cover restoration is better,
Rep. Nograles says

WHILE supporting President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr.'s order to construct water-impounding facilities
near Metro Manila in a bid to control flooding

and ensure water supply In Luzon, a lawmaker on Thursday
said such facilities should only be supplementary, and the
government's greater objective should be the restoration of the
country's forest cover.

House Committee on Labor and Employment Chairman and
Rizal4th District Rep. Fidel Nograles issued the statement
after the President directed the Water Resources Management
Office (WRMO) of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) to come up with a comprehensive
plan to protect coastal communities and Metro Manila from
flooding, including the construction of water impounding
facilities to manage the country's water resources.

"Water-impounding facilities are a good idea. These could
boost our flood mitigation efforts and provide additional
water for irrigation and other needs, especially amid EI
Nino," he said.

"However, our greater objective should still be aggressive
reforestation to restore our forest cover, which would not
only increase the carrying capacity of our watersheds but
also solve a host of other issues connected with climate
change," said the lawmaker.

Besides being briefed on flood control projects,
Marcos was also apprised of the PS.86-billion rainwater
collection system program under Republic Act No. 6716
and the installation of 6.,002 rainwater collection systems
nationwide. .

"Our forests shield' us from natural disasters, particularly
from the stronger typhoons that have resulted from climate
change. They also counter drought and make our air
cleaner," said Nograles.

"Given how crucial forests are, our government should
prioritize the restoration of our forest cover. And we are
confident that this is also top of mind of the President,"
he added.

The President issued the order following a briefing
with officials from the Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) on their flood control programs and
the National Irrigation Administration (NIA) on the
management of irrigation facilities.

During a recent briefing, the President noted the P351
billion estimated cost of flood control projects of the DPWH
in Metro Manila as well as in the surrounding areas.

According to the President, the government is looking
for locations outside Metro Manila where it can put up large
impounding areas to control water flow and avoid flooding.

Jovee Marie N. Dela Cruz
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By DANESSA RIVERA

The National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) has decided to main-
tain the raw water allocation from
Angat Dam until end-June, effec-
tively giving reprieve to customers
of Maynilad Water Services Inc. in
Metro Manila and nearby provinces
whose water interruptions were
scheduled to begin today.

In a text message, NWRB execu-
tive director Sevillo David yesterday
confirmed that the 52 cubic meters
per second (eMS) raw water alloca-
tion from Angat Dam was' extended

erfi m

.until June 30 following the request
of Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS).

Originally, the NWRB only ap-
proved the 52 eMS from June 1 to
15, and would be reduced to 50 CMS
from today until June 30.

In another text message, MWSS
division manager Patrick Dizon
welcomed the NWRB approval
as this would help' prevent the
implementation of rotating service
interruptions in the areas covered
by Maynilad.

"With the same commitment that
W€ promised to NWRB when the 52

eMS was first approv d in A oril 16
that there will be no i p .on in
the areas supplied by Angat )am,"
he said in a mix of English an Fili-
pino.

"We have presented to NW m the
impact of the non-e tension of the
52 CMS allocation, hich is ater
interruption on 632,01 w ter szrvice
connections," Dizon s.ud.
. The NWRB had c pprov d in
mid-April the increase In wa er al-
location from Angat Dam to 5 eMS
dedicated to Maynilad.

This allowed Maynilad to ift its
water service interru hOIlS, hich

lasted up to 19 hours in most of its
covered areas, except in the southern
portion of its service area dependent
on the Putatan output.

But earlier this month, the MWSS
said consumers may experience
interruptions during nighttime if
the Angat allocation would not be
maintained - even with "mitigating
measures" being put in place.

Of the mitigating measures, the
most that would boost water sup-
ply to prevent supply interrup-
tions is intensifying water recovery
through Maynilad's non-revenue
water (NRW) program.

Mitigating measures also include
reactivating deep wells, improve-
ment of operation in Maynilad's Pu-
tatan water treatment plants, and the
expected operation of the ,SO-MLD
Poblacion treatment plant. '

As of 6 a.m. yesterday, the water
level at Angat Dam was 187.20 me-
ters, slightly lower than the 187.42
meter level on Wednesday.

Angat Dam supplies more than
9Q percent of Metro Manila's po-
table water needs and provides
for the irrigation needs of 25,000
hectares of farmlands in Bulacan
and Pampanga.
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Filipinos must drink
Its vision statement said:

'By the year 2025, water reo
sources in the Philippines are
to be used efficiently, allocated
equitably, and managed in a
sustainable way: We are but
two years from 2025. Within

the report, it stated: 'The desired changes en-
tail an integrated approach that would be best
achieved with the political will of the present
and future leaders and of the citizenry.' What
we've seen isn't political will, it's political won't
What it all comes down to is that the plans are

there. the ideas are there the knowledgeofwhat to
do has been wen enumerated. It just needs to be
done. To effect that action there needs to be one
overarchingagwcy - a DWRthat absolbs all those
30 agencies.And brings other departments in line
with its master plan. A plan that is already there if
you but look for it It's all encompassed in Plan 21.
Too many Filipinos don't have access to run-

ning water. There are no hard numbers on it,
but the best estimate is that around 11million
Filipino families don't have running water.
Something no one likes to talk about, but is an
essential component of the water sector is sew-
age.Where does your sh °t go?Afrightening 50.3
million Filipinos can't dispose of it healthily.
As it now stands, we are in the frightening

situation of relying on just one dam, Angat,
to supply about 90 percent of the water needs
of some 15 to 16 million Filipinos. A severe
drought, which climate change makes entirely
possible, or an earthquake in an earthquake-
prone country could deprive millions. of the
daily water they must have. Worsening the
situation, Angat Dam and, later, Kaliwa Dam
are filled from rivers. These rivers are shrink-
ing due to deforestation that has led to soil
erosion, siltation and sedimentation. Previ-
ous governments have recognized this, and
introduced measures to address the problem.
Tpey've mostly remained un acted upon.
A second darn, KaliwaDarn in Rizal and Que-

zon provinces, is now 22 percent complete, ac-
cording to the MWSS.It will add some security to
the provision of water to Metro Mabila and its sur-
rounding areas, including parts of Central Luzon.
Laguna Lake is a source that Maynilad is tapping
for 10 percent of its service area's needs. But the
increasing pollution of the lake is making purifi-
cation increasingly difficult and expensive. Silting
of the lake is a major concern. I can't find any
numbers on it, but the depth of the lake has been
severely reduced, to a worrying degree. Removal
of the silt to build a dike with an expressway on
top contracted during President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo's time was canceled by President Benigno
Aquino Jr. It needs to be revived. • .
We have a growing population with a stagnant

supply of water to them. Surely nothing can be
more important than water for everyone.
It's on the President's priority list, but the

movement is inexplicably slow and other bills
are getting priority. Time for political thinking
to change. Mr. President, it's time to put your
foot down and force immediate passage of this
law, above all others. Otherwise, as Samuel
Taylor Coleridge said, it will be 'water, water
everywhere nor any drop to drink:

LIKE
IT IS

PETER
WALLACE

waJ/ace.likeitis@gmail.com

TITlE:

YOU can live for several
weeks without food. You

die after just a few days with-
out water. I'm certainly not
in favor of even more govern-
ment departments, but one
that ensures all Filipinos; and
foreigners here, get enough water to drink. to
wash themselves and do other household Chores,
surely, seeing how our life is dependent on it, a
water department is one of the most important
departments to have.Wealso need enough water,
so farmers can irrigate their crops so we don't die
from lack of food. And enough water to supply
our hydropower plants, so we don't live in dark-
ness, but are illuminated by green light.
There are over 30 - yes, 30 - agencies that ate

somehow involved in the management of water.
Inevitably, they're going to be in conflict with
one another. A headless chicken comes to-mind.
Each agency concentrates on its area of attention
with no concern for the others, or for an overall
program for water. There's overlap and conflict.
Thrown into this mess is the Department of

Environment and Natural Resources respon-
sible for the preservation of watershed areas
and water quality of rivers and streams, while
the Department of Health is responsible for
drinking water quality and general sanitation.
Even local governments have a say. They can
$e\ Up their own water systems. Not to be
left out of all this is the National Irrigation
Administration that has its say in irrigation.
And the Department of Energy for the produc-
tion of hydropower. The National Economic
and Development Authority is included in
the policy and planning to ensure these are
consistent with government programs.
None of this is coordinated. It needs to be,

.and there are bills in Congress that allow for
that by requiring all these departments to
work together in a coordinated manner. House
BilI1754 and a similar one, Senate Bill 195,
have been sitting in Congress since 2019 -
four years. It's on the President's priority list,
but movement is inexplicably slow. Other, far
less important bills are given priority.
A master plan was developed way back in

the 10905under a Japanese grant known as the
Philippine National Development Plan for the
21stst Century - Plan 21 - that included whar
to do about water. It is a very thorough report,
supported by interaction with all stakeholders
and a detailed questionnaire. Creating an in-
dependent authority to take control was part
of that plan. Three decades later it remains an
unimplemented pan of that plan. No further
study is needed. All that's needed is to just do
it. In 1999 President Ramos held a national
conference to develop a water plan. It had
many good features - it too was unacted upon.
One aspect of this plan that fits into the Presi-

dent's goals was to encourage private sector assis-
tance in the provision ofwater.This can be a proven
successasMaynilad and ManilaWaterhaveshown.
But in order to encourage others, the forcedchanges
of conU'3ctterms, as they were subjected to, must
neverbe allowed again. BBMshould state this very
clearly.And Congress should include a clause in
the law to create a Department ofWaterResources
(DWR) that. by law,prevents any contract changes
unless willingly agreed to by both parties.



~

ODD
IANNU EDITORIAL CAllOOIl

S,()\~

O~6~16"~~
DATEPAGETIlLE:

LETTERS '

. ,

HOW THE PROPOSED NATIONAL LAND USE ACT CAN FAST-TRACK HOUSING
"IT is the policy of the state to
provide for a .rational, holistic,
and just allocation, utilization,
management, and development
of the country's land resourc-
es." This is to ensure 'that their
"optimum use is consistent with
the principle of sustainable de-
velopment." The state also rec-
ognizes the need for developing
sustainable settlements; and
shall "allocate lands for urban
uses ... consistent with the prin-
ciples of environmental man-
agement and equitable access to
land and security."

The foregoing are the decla-
ration of policies and principles

in the introductory provisions
of the proposed National Land
Use 'Act {NLUA),as introduced
by Sen. Pia Cayetano under
Senate BUI No. 8g8. The mea-
sure is meant to harmonize all
reasonable claims on the land,
and to safeguard and promote
the general welfare of present
and future gent-rations through
proper management of this lim-
ited resource.

To do this, the state "shall in-
stitutionalize lend use and phys-
ical planning as a mechanism to
[identify, determine, and evalu-
ate] alternative land use and al-
location patterns." In my view,

"

the centerpiece program com-
ponent of the NLUA,based on SB
8g8, is the Comprehensive Land
Use Plan (CLUP)to be prepared
and updated every nine years
in every city and municipality
in accordance with the national,
regional, and provincial physical
planning frameworks.

The CLUP will serve as
guide to fast-track the country's
social and economic develop-
ment projects, with sanctions
on officials who fail to comply
with performance standards.
The CLUP will substantially
accelerate housing production ptJ../
to effectively address the, huge 'f!'

6' housing backlog of about 6·5
million housing units. The sig-
nificant provision in the bill on
this is the easier access to suit-
able land for housing develop-
ment, as contained in Chapter
VII, Section 42. It says that res-
idential zones as designated in
the 'CLUP"shall be considered
as outside the gee-hazard ar-
eas ... and shall be exempt from
the [environmental compliance
certificate) ... without the need
for any further certificate of ex-
emption from the [Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources] or any other gov-
ernment regulatory agency,"

Equally significant is that
portion of Section44 of the same
chapter, that says ''housing or
residential lands designated in
the CLUPs and [zoningordinanc-
es] of cities and municipalities
shall' ...not be subject to further
land reclassification by the LGU
{localgovernment unit) or land
conversion procedure under
the [Department of Agrarian
Reform] On the other hand, ag-
ricultural lands as designated in
the CLUPwhich are no longer
economically feasible for agri-
cultural use may be subject to
land reclassification or conver-
sion to housing/residential pur-

poses and such conversion, as
the case may be, shall be exempt
from the coverage of any mora-
torium on land conversion.II

These two provisions are
critical in accelerating the pro-
duction of affordable housing
nationwide, particularly for the
underprivileged sector, includ-
ing the homeless and informal
settlers. A much greater volume
of housing production will also
stimulate economicactivity in al-
lied industries, such as construc-
tion, and create much-needed
jobs and livelihoodopportunities.

JOSE S..os GUZMAN,
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Didipio Mine spends P60M for road pro]
CABARROGUlS,Quirino: The Didipio
Mine has implemented around
P60 million worth of projects
under the community develop-
ment fund (CDF) program of the
company in this province.

Marjorie Idio, Didipio Mine ex-
ternal affairs and communications
manager, said these projects for
2023 were approved by the CDF
Technical Working Group and
Steering Committee.

Idio also said two farm-to-mar-
ket (FMR) road projects under the
CDF program were awarded to the
barangay (villages) ofYictoria and
San Manuel in Aglipay town.

Recently, the Didipio Mine
broke ground for the concreting of
a P3 million FMR project in Don
Mariano Perez village in Diffun
town, and another in Villa Pefia
village in Cabarroguis town.

The company, which operates
under a financial or technical assis-
tance agreement (FD\A),supervises
the government-sanctioned Didipio

TH E ON E AN 0 ON LV In partnership with the provindal
government and local government units of Quirino province, the Didipio Mine
launches community development projects in different villages in the province
under its community development fund program, the first and only program
among mining companies in the Philippines. CONTRIBUTEDPHOTO

Gold and Copper Project in gold- possible through the Didipio
rich Kasibu town in Nueva Vizcaya Mine's Community Development
and parts of Quirino province. Fund in partnership with barangay

Idio explained that the CDF and local and government units
projects aim to enhance connec- under the provincial government
tivity, provide community spaces of Quirino, " she said.
and improve infrastructure for the In its CDF program, Mines and
benefit oflocal communities. Geosciences Bure-au Region 2

"These initiatives were made Director Mario Ancheta said that

the company spend in com-
munity develo ment pr jects a
an improvement in the renewed
government lice se or - AA.

"Theseprojects are imp mented
out "ide the mine' imm ciate host
and surrounding villagE, he said.

Ancheta noted that the Didipio
Mine CDF program is first and
only program in the P lippines
established by a mining impany.

"The CDF program an ad-
dition to the renewed }. 'J. of the
company for another 25 y zarsafter
its first25 years of opera 0 under
the same license expired, • e said.

Earlier,the Didipio Mine ilsoheld
a groundbreaking ceren ny for a
rnultipurposehall !sour ritsCDF
program, in San henigno illage in
Aglipaytown.

'This soon-to-nse mu ourpose
hall is one of the prod of the
strongcollaborati of the . ewith
its neighboring 1 gov ment
units," Idio said.

LEANDE C.O INGO
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Marcos hopes to attend
December climate meet in UAE
By ALEXIS ROMERO

President Marcos hopes to visit the
UnitedArab Emirates (UAE) in Decem-
berto participate in the 28th United Na7
tions Framework Convention on Climate
Change Conference of Parties (COP)
and renew the Philippines' ties with the
Middle Eastern country,where more than
600,000Filipinos work.

In an interview on the sidelines of
the International Trade Forum in Taguig
yesterday, Marcos said the conference
was one of the topics discussed during
his meeting with UAE Ambassador Mo-
hamed Obaid Salem Alqataam Alzaabi
last Tuesday.

"The ambassador came to see me
beforehand, the day before and we were
talking about precisely COP 28... I hope
to be able to attend because climate
change is a primordial issue when it
comes to the Philippines. So I hope that
we will be able to attend," Marcos told

, reporters. This year's COP will be held
at the Expo City in Dubai.'

"And beyond the Conference -of Par-
ties is that we also want to renew our ties
with the UAE.,There are many Filipinos
there. We need to ensure that they are
continuously treating our countrymen
well. And they have been very welcom-
ing. They have treated our people very
well," the President said.

Marcos said Filipino workers in the
UAE are well protected and reasonably
compensated. '

"So that's something that we hope to

continue and even progress further," he
added. ,

Marcos has had 12 official foreign
trips since assuming office last year, the
latest being the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations Summit in Indonesia
last May.

The UAE ambassador was with Mar-
cos during the latter's visit to families
evacuated from danger zones around the
restive Mayon Volcano in Albay.

"That's why I brought him (Alzaabi)
there so he could see where his coun-.
try's aid went," the Chief Executive said
in Filipino. The UAE government has
donated some 50 tons of food items to
Albay province.

Marcos was wearing a COP 28 green
baIler given to him by the envoy when he
faced members of the media.

During his courtesy calion Marcos last
Tuesday,Alzaabi reaffirmed his country's
support for the Philippines' economic
and environmental programs, according
to a statement issued by the Presidential
Communications Office (PCO).

The ambassador also told the Presi-
dent of the intention of many UAE
companies to set up businesses in the
Philippines, the PCO statement added.

The UAE ambassador also talked
about a government information ex-
change program being implemented in
more than 40countries, including Egypt,
Spain and Jordan. Marcos has directed
Executive Secretary Lucas Bersamin to
draft a memorandum of understanding
on the program. '



STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

--"..... •••••"! INITIATIVES

SERVICE

D D D
BANNER EDITOIIA CARTOON

STORY

0 16- 3
DATEPAGE

TlJlf:---;~==:::;:::=;:::;:::::::=:==::::::::::::===::::;:==:;:====~====---_===- _

p twan 5
t attend CO

RESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. intends to attend
the 28th Conference of the Parties (COP28) to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change (UNFCCC) in Dubai.
The United Arab Emirates govern-

ment already invited Mr. Marcos to at-
tend the conference that will take place at
Expo City in Dubai from Nov. 30 to Dec.
12.

The invitation was extended to the
President when UAE Ambassador Mo-
hamed Obaid Salem Alqataam Al-Zaabi
paid him a courtesy visit at Malacafian

Palace in Manila on Tuesday.
''The ambassador came to see me be-

forehand, the day before and we were
talking about precisely COP 28, I hope to
be able to attend because climate change
is a primordial issue when it comes to the
Philippines. I hope that we'll be able to
attend," Mr. Marcos told reporters Thurs-
day on the sidelines of the International

progress further," Mr. Marcos added
UAE is home to over 700,000 Filipi-

nos, wid! 450,000 of them based in Dubai.
This year's COP is expected to host

over 70,000 delegates, including heads of
state and world leaders to build consen-
sus and facilitate progress on climate ac-
tion among 198 countries, the European
Union, and thousands of non-government
organizations, companies, youth groups
and other stakeholders.

As host, the UAE is focused on pro-
viding practical and positive solutions
that drive progress for climate and the
economy, as well as relief and support to
vulnerable communities.

Trade Forum at the Shan -La Th Fort
in Taguig City.

The President said a visit to AE will
strengthen the Philippines' nes wi the
Gulf state, acknowledging th t many Fili-
pinos are residing and worki g in the ost
country.

"Beyond the Conference of Parti s is
that we also want to fortify our ties vith
the UAE," he said.

"And they have been very welc m-
ing. They have treated our people ery
well. They have protected them and rey
have allowed them to make a iving ' e
United Arab Emirates. So, tat's 0 e-
thing that we hope to continue and e'en
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We cannot call
• for climate lust Ice ondegult"

without culling for an ~
of the International financial sustem,

REWI#£cop

ELEVENTH
HOUR

THE CLIMATE REAUlY
PROJECT PHILIPPINES

Since its inception in 1994,
the United Nations frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) has

aImed to push forward interna-
tional commItment and action on
climate issues. The treaty focuses
on increasIng scientific research
to inform how best to adapt to ~
changIng climate and safeguard'
adequate food production and bio-
spheres, whilestill enabllngcontin-
ued (albeIt so-called "sustaInable")
economic development.

WIth '198 member states, also

•.•••••• Call

",mil cll.ovdQIJCdlllld dl,Wlopll'l1l C'tJI.Ulrl\'llo •• 'I~rU('"ltlul',
fl4l.'i' alonifk~.nl ch.tk"l~ In IllrM\!.' S\l~lain~IM
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Illlhe!K' COtUltr",!, IIII..'cUulIl!;' tTlll.
tran5lmn 10ill d(obIl~~"
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trigger-based and pre-arranged design
must be made avallable to deliver an
additional layer of protection for our
communities.

Another issue to be tackled in COP28
is the progress of the ClImate fInance
Delivery Plan, which sets out when and
how the developed world will meet Its
promise to mobUlze US$lOO bIllion per
~ar starting 2020 for the adaptation
and mltigatlon needs of developing
countries.

A Progress Report on the Delivery
Plan released last year projected that
developed countries will collectively
deliver the full U8$100 bi!lion this year
and that cUmate finance flows forwl-
neroblecommunities In lOll. and 2025
will exceed ussroo billion, reaching the
USSsoo billion aggregate goal for the
five-year period (2020-2024).

This year's COP will be an oppor-
tunity for rich nations to provide more
clarity on how they will deliver their
commltments and unIockmore climate

-:..-',:-z: --:..
ShOWlllyourworiL

Heed'o~ •...,~
'GI\II:Im111o'tWcrntlOn..

YPUCQn.bo~I/OUI'WOf1I:r.n1,lOW
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Why rewrite climate finance in·COP28?
finance by reforming ins Itutlons
Uke theWorldBankto align with the
Paris Agreement.

aswHH;cOP

called Parties, the UNFCCCand Its yearly
meeting, the COnference of the Parties
(COP), is the world's largest platform
for international climate agreements.
Through the years, negotiations have
pulled forth new prioriry areas, such as
transitlonlngawayfrom fossil fuels and
coal-based energy, keeping the average
rise of global temperatures below l.5C
degrees, and Increasing climate action
and its transparent reponing.

The 2022 United Nations Climate
Change Conference (COP27) held last
year yielded historic wins In its final
dec!sion, inc!udingthe agreement to set
up a loss and damage fund for nations
most vulnerable to the cUmate crisis
and the call for a reform of multilateral
banks such as the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.

'l1Iis year, the globalcommunitywill
convene once again for COP28 to tackle
a myriad of Issues involving thedellvery
of adaptation, mltigation, and loss and
damage finance to communltles that

need them the most.

WiU finance finaUy reach the most
vulnerable communities?

One of the critical polley points In
this y<!.r's COP Is theoperationallzatlon
of a loss and damage fund to finance
the needs of communIties dispropor-
tionately affected by the climate crisis.

The most contentlous Issues that
would have to be settled aredetennin-
Ing who pays for the funds, how much,
and what wiil be the basis for access,
reporting, and financing mechanisms.

At Its core, the envisioned loss and
damage facility requires h1gh-emlttlng
countries to acknowledge theIr hts-
torical role in the climate cnsls and take
responsibility for It

Ideally, the facillty Is to be govemed
by rules and modalltles that lever-
age the best available scJeoce and risk
data and lift the burden of proof from
vulnerable communities. Innovative
and responsive Instruments utllJzlng a

Why and how to rewri e COP?
Rooted In the conviction that

culture, along with creatlv!.inquiry
and storytelling, is vital to tackling
the climate crisis, Agam Agenda
and Climate Reality Phllpplnes
launched RewrlteCOP In thE:lead-up
toCOl'28. .

RewriteCOP aims to democratize
cUmate policies by allpwi1g more
people to voice their demands for
better solutions through art and
creative expression.

To r•••nte COP28, our first call
is an Invitation to intervene in the
World Bank's evolution process
through erasure poetry. ijowto1

L In our starter kit b !.lylre-
wrltecopklt, you'!J find an
excerpt of the draft World
BankEvolution Roadmap, Pick
a Pa&" you want to n write in
Une with our call for tl e World
Bank to pave the way orafll-
for-climate global f nanclal
system.

2. Choose the words tll1t reso-
natewith theclimate nromise
you envision.

3. Using paint, images, makers,
or any digital application,
erase the rest to create a new
version of the roadmrp.

4. Head to whenlsnow.o:g{sub-
miss onsl to sulim it your
creat.on.

JoIn us In creating trac aen for
climate poUcles designed for the
reaUties of the most vulner ible,----------------------------------------------.--~------------------

1. OWOMIfOUI'~

OIoosotIM\JII'I:IRiI;that~.,.un
tl'c!d~lIptumisCUlJllctl'Wl6lol\.

U&l1'lO~1"~nwtm'S.ar."1oI
dlllhat~k:81k;J1\,rraseltlc"""O
~.NWwnIoItdlhlt(YOlIrtb1_ ..
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6~(tJl6Yl Climate change manifestations
lAMnot aclimate change skep-

tic. I note wanner days in our
summer, droughts in certain parts
of the world and snow falling in
San Francisco. They are manifes-
tations of climate change.

Trawling through Europe has
reinforced the belief that climate tourists are young and traveling
change is real and must be miti- light. But with temperatures
gated,ifnot turned back.The Euro- soaring, everyone, it seems, is
pean Unlon has implemented di- shedding clothes. Last summer,
mate change measures extensively, at the Sagrada Familia precinct

In hotels, there are no more in Barcelona, it was more of a
individual amenities in plastic beach scene than the premises
bottles or wrapping. The soap of a famed cathedral. Bathing
and shampoo are permanently suit lock- alike clothes were the
secured to the wall in large, option of young and old.
albeit plastic, ccnutners for The showing of skin cornu
long-term use, from which hotel wlth the next phenomenon:
guem pump oUI their needs. tattoos. Tattoos are a well-
Only the hotel manages the regarded decoraiion in ancient
containers. The hotel in Madrid Philippine culture for both men
also proudly announced that, in and women. In the Visayas, the
the late spring and summer, it Spaniards saw so many tanoos
provides 65 percent of its hot on the natives at the beginning
water needs from solar sources. of their occupation that they

If plastic is used - and that called them 'pintados," In the
is becoming rarer - it is not for Cordillera, they come. too, with
one-time use to be discarded the culture, which means it is a
and cause a plastic pileup in the response to the environment,
trash. It is for reuse and to be whether physical or spiritual.
kept out of the trash. Most com- The modem world has taken
mercial entities ask you if you to tattoos in a big way as state-
need a bag for your purchase. ex- meats of personal decoration
pectingyou to bring your own. If expressing individuality. Per-
you need a bag. they will provide haps because the practice is
a paper bag for you to purchase. not quite in their known past,

Meanwhile. Europe is hav- the result compared to our
ing one of its hottest springs. Cordillera taltoos, for example,
Tourists are going around in i6 rather garish, overdone and
minimal clothing. Actually, in-your- face. Limbs are all a

l_t_h_is_l_as_t_o_n_e_is_us_u_"-'.I._a_s_m_o_s_t_b_old black. Images dispropor-

tlonately large. Maybe it is the
ink! The aesthetics leave much
to be desired. Cordillm tal-
toos seem more subtle, more
blue with a sense of proportion
that is pleasing. We are more
restrained maybe because we
have the tradition. This is just
my personal impression and I
should talk to Dr. lkin Amores,
who has written on our tattoos,
to compare opinions.

It is to be noted that tattoos
have been used by gangs, usu-
ally criminal gangs. In South
America and Central America,
g.ng members are identified by
their tattoos. I am not sure if this

is adaptive use or whether they
originally had a tattoo culture.
But Mfinitely, their tattoos now
are for the most part a sign of
gang identity. In Philippine jails,
tattoos are gang identification,
mostly for protection against
other g.ngs. They may have
originated as aiminal identific.-
tion marks outside of jail, too.

These are the sinister modem
uses that tattoos have been made
to become. Seeing tattoos all over
Europe on such a multiple and
disproportionate scale brings on
these links. But it is too that di-
mate change brings on suchwarm
temperatures that the response is

less dothing and more skin.
Due also to hotter tempera-

tures, thunderstorms are on the
rampage in Europe. We have
been told to eepect more violent
thunderstorms in this era of
climate change where the hot-
ter temperatures generate them.
When in Madrid, I heard a clap
of thunder followed by a flash
of lightning that made me think
I was in Mandaluyong the week
before under a thunderstorm. The
same in Paris. yesterday, when it
poured accompanied by lightning
and thunder. Mercifully, this was
after the final at Roland Garros
for the French Open where both

playerswer visiblywilt-
ing in the heat

The Mad id thunder-
storm was considered
such a phenomenon
that the news was full
of flooded expresswaY',
inundated commerdal
premises ar d the chaos
that it brought, Spain is
having. drought, res-
ervoirs are at critically
low levels and saving
water reminders are all
over.But as he I.dy taXi
driver said 'We need
water, but n )tllke thisl'

With us thunder-
storms have caused an
unacceptabl number of
fa~ities this yw. It is a

N. gMn that they are more
fill frequent in' morevio-

lent these da~ that they
haI'f10be tal en5eriously.

All in .11,dimate d ange is real
except for the willfulh blind..The
icebergs in the south f the globe

. are predicted to be gone by 2030
which is tomorrow. The world
has to wake up faster and we in
the Philippines mu. t begin to
manage the issue better. One-time
plastic must be forbidden by law
that is implemented" ithout fur
or favo~ among oth., measures
like saving water, {J'et\ planting
more greenery and pre trvinS our
natural resources. Th, se will reo
quire infinitely more e fort. more
ingenuity and more pc !iticalwill
than we have so far sbown.

---..J
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6.3-magnitu
quake jo ts
Batanga
By ELLALYNDE VERA-ROIl

A magnitude 6.3 earthquake
rocked Batangas province at around
10:19 a.m. on Thursday, June 15, the
Philippine Institute of Volcanology
and Seismology (Phivolcs) said.

Phivolcs traced the epicenter of
the earthquake 15kilometers south-
west of Calatagan, Batangas.

Intensity IV
It said the tremor was felt at

Intensity IV (moderately strong) in
Manila, Mandaluyong City, Quezon
City, Valenzuela City, Malolos City
in Bulacan, Dasmarifias City and
Tagaytay City in Cavite, Tanay in
Rizal, and in the following locali-
ties of Batangas-Batangas City,
Ibaan, Lemery, Nasugbu, and 7
Talisay.

EARTHQUAKE- Students and faculty of the Araullo Higll School on UNlve.
in Manila evacuate after a magnitude 6.3 earthquake struck C3latagan,
Batangas, on Thursday, June 15, 2023. (Juan Carlo de Vela)
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6.3-magnitude quake jolts Batangas , ....
Intensity III

It was felt at Intensity III (weak) in
Pateros, Las Piftas City, Makati City,
Marikina City, Paraftaque City, Pasig
City, Obando in Bulacan, Laurel in
Batangas, Bacoor City and Imus City
in Cavite, San Pablo and San Pedro in
Laguna, and San Mateo in Rizal.

Intensity II
Intensity II (slightly felt) tremor was

recorded in Caloocan City, Sanjuan City,
Muntinlupa City, San Fernando City in
La Union, Alaminos City and Bolinao
in Pangasinan, Santa Maria in Bulacan,
and Bamban in Tarlac.

It was Intensity I (scarcely per-
ceptible) in San Jose del Monte City in
Bulacan.

Phivolcs' instruments also recorded
the quake at Intensity IV in the follow-
ing: Abucay in Bataan, San Ildefonso in
Bulacan, Magallanes in Cavite, San Jose
in Occidental Mindoro, Calapan City
and Puerto Galera in Oriental Mindoro,
and San Antonio, Olongapo City, and
Cabangan in Zambales.

It was recorded at Intensity III in
Dinalupihan and Mariveles in Bataan:
Batangas City, Sta. Teresita, Cuenca,
Bauan,TalisaY,andSanLuisinBatangasj
Paombong, Guiguinto, Marilao, and
Pulilan in Bulacan; Carmona, Ternate,
and Naic inCavite: Malabon City,
Cabanatuan City in Nueva Ecija, Abra
de Ilog in Occidental Mindoro, Roxas in
Oriental Mindoro, Guagua in Pampanga,
Mauban in Quezon, Tanay in Rizal, and
San Marcelino and Subic in Zambales.

Phivolcs pointed out that the quake

was due to the movement in the Manila
Trench-a major earthquake gen-
erator located offshore west of Luzon
island, which is roughly parallel to the
Philippine archipelago and runs from
Taiwan to Occidental Mindoro.

It said the earthquake may have
caused damage to houses, buildings,
and other infrastructure, and warned
the public to be cautious as aftershocks
may occur.

However, no tsunami warning has
been issued by Phivolcs.

Cracks atMRT-3 Boni,
~ Ayala stations

Following the quake, inspection
teams found cracks at the Boni and Ayala
stations of the Metro Rail Transit Line 3
(MRT-3).

But Department of Transportation
(DOTr) Assistant Secretary for Railways
andMRT- 3 officer-in-charge Iorjette B.
Aquino said the cracks should not be a
cause for alarm for the riders.

"The cracks discovered in Boni
Station and Ayala Station will not pose
any danger to the public and the MRT- 3
operations," said Aquino.

Aquino, however, said she already
ordered teams to conduct more inspec-
tions on the cracks in order to totally
assess them.

"As a safety protocol, since cracks
were observed, I directed the MRT-3
operations, maintenance and engineer-
ing personnel, together with Oriental
Consultants Global (OCG), the MRT-
3's consultant, to conduct an in-depth
inspection," said Aquino.

The MRT-3 operations, along with
the Light Rail Transit (LRT) 1,2 a-id the
Philippine National Railways ( NR),
were temporarily suspended aft r the
quake.

Operations were back to normal at
11:39 a.m. after thorough inspecti ns.

Aquino said there was no damage
detected in all other stations.

"I assure the public that the ine is
clear and safe for revenue open tions
after inspecting the system's tacks,
signaling equipment, and station acili-
ties," she said.

NAIArunways,
taxiways inspected

Runways and taxiways at the ~inoy
Aquino International Airport (NAIA)
were temporarily closed for inspe tion.

In a statement, the Mun l la
International Airport Authority (r.lIAA)

.said the decision to shut dow 1 the
runways and taxiways is part f the
standard operating procedure i 1 the
conduct of ground safety assessm nt.

"The MIAAGround Safery Unisare
now doing a cursory inspection to check
any damage to the pavements. T lis is
a standard operating procedure t en-
sure safety of landing and take- ff of
aircraft," said the MIAAin a statement.

"We seek the understanding of the
public for possible effects to flight sched-
ules due to the runway closure, ))it a dded.

Initially, MIAA said the departure
and arrival operations inside the termi -
nals are unaffected.

As of press time, there as no infor-
mation if operations already resuned.

Manila employees,
students evacuate

In Manila, city hall employees
and students from various schools
evacuated due to the earthquake.

The Manila Disaster Risk
Reduction Management Office
(MDRRMO) conducted roving op-
erations in schools, universities,
offices, and museums after the
earthquake.

Visitors and employees of
Pambansang Museo and the
National Museum of Anthropology
also evacuated to the open area.

MDRRMO said no injuries or
damage were reported.

However, six to eight students in
Malate Catholic School and Araullo
High School reportedly felt dizzy
and were rushed to the Araullo High
School clinic for medication.

Bacoorsuspends
classes, work

In Bacoor City, Cavite, classes
and city hall transactions were
suspended following the quake.

Department of Education-
Bacoor said classes in all levels
both public and private schools:
were suspended from noon
onwards.

In a Facebook announcement,
Bacoor Mayor Strike B. Revilla di-
rected the cancellation of city hall
operations as part of the precau-
tionary measures.

Residents were also advised to
call the city's Rescue 161hotline in
case of emergency. (With reports
from Aaron Recuenco, Richielyn
Canlas, and Carla Bauto Defia)
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By ROMINA CABRERA

TITLE:

A.magnitude.6.3 earthquake struck Batangas yesterday morning, with its impa.t
It m Metro Manila and parts of Northern Luzon. .

The Philippine Institute due to the depth of the quake's damage, disaster authoriti s
of Volcanology and Seis- focus in the Manila Trench. were deployed to a. sess the
mology (Phivolcs) said The possibility of a tsunami earthquake's impact, Mendoza

e quake -was monitored 11 was ruled out. said.
ometers south of Calatagan Calatagan police chief Emil Calatagan disaster offic r
Batangas province at 10:19 Mendoza said he and his staff Ronald Torres said quake

m. It .was tectonic in nature rushed outside following the lasted between 30seco dsand
had a depth of 108kilome- earthquake. a minute .
. The state agency warned "It was a bit strong. Wehad The quake was also felt at

aftershocks. to run outside:' Mendoza told Shangri-La The Fort' Tagui ~
According to Phivolcs, the Agence France Presse. where President M cos wi _
ensity was not strong, but While there were no imme- nessed the launchi g of t ?
was felt over a larger area diate reports of casualties. or Turn to Page.

trong quake FromPage1

export development plan.
After a media interview, officials

toldMarcosthat an earthquakehad just
taken place. The President looked up,
smiled and then remarked: "Alcala fro
magiaiakbuhan na tayo palabas (Ithought
we would all run toward the exit)."

Malacafiang employees wore
hard hats, immediately vacated their
offices and proceeded to an open
space along J.P. Laurel street when
the earthquake was felt at 10:20
a.m. They returned to their work-
places after about 20 minutes.

Operation of the capital's metro
system was also halted while tracks
were checked for possible damage.
. Images on socialmedia verified by
AFP showed a crane truck at a Manila
port as it swayed from the force of
the tremor. .

Intensity 5was recorded in Calata-
gan as well as in Looc, Lubang and
Paluan in Occidental Mindoro.

Intensity 4 was reported in the
cities of Las Pifias, Malabon, Man-
daluyong, Manila, Quezon, Pasay,

San Juan and Valenzuela. The same
intensity was recorded in Balanga
City and in Abucay and Orani towns,
all in Bataan province; and in some
parts of Bulacan, Batangas, Cavite,
Occidental Mindoro and Oriental
Mindoro provinces.

Also at Intensity 4 were Abucay
in Bataan; City of Malolos and San
lldefonso in Bulacan; Cabangan, Iba
and San Antonio in Zambales; City
of Olongapo; Calatagan and Lemery
in Batangas; Magallanes and the City
of Tagaytay in Cavite; San Jose,Occi-
dental Mindoro; City of Calapan and
Puerto Galera in Oriental Mindoro;
and San Roque, Northern Samar.

Intensity 3 was reported in the
cities of Makati, Marikina, Navotas,
Parafiaque, Pasig, Taguig as well as
in Pateros. The same strength was re-
cordedin some parts of the provinces
of Pangasinan, Pampanga, Batangas,
Quezon, Cavite, Occidental Mindoro
and Oriental Mindoro.

Phivolcs also reported that Inten-
sity 2 was recorded in the cities of

Caloocan, Muntinlupa and Bag io
as well as in parts of La Uriion, 3u-
lacan, Pampanga, Laguna, Rizal c d
Romblon provinces.

It also said that Intensity 1 vas
recorded in Balagtas to ana City
of San Jose del Monte in Bulacan;
Bongabon, Gabaldon, Laur, and City
of Palayan in Nueva Ecija; and in
Pitogo, Quezon and Taytay in Rizal.

Following the quake, some I cal
government units suspended af-
ternoon and evening classes fc all
school levels.

These LGUs include Calatagan,
San Jose and Lemery in Batan as;
Laguna province; Calasiao and Bay-
ambang in Pangasinan; and Bacoor
City as well as Ternate and aic
towns, all in Cavite.

In Quezon City,principals were al-
lowed to suspend face-to-faceclasses
based on the recommendation of their
respectiveschools' disaster risk reduc-
tionand management co cils.A I ast
42 public schools in the ci p to
shift to asynchronous mod ty.

Under the Department :Ed ca-
tion guidelines, classes win be a to-
matically suspended in areas where
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Intensity 5 or higher are felt. Local closed its runway 06/24 for intema-
officialsmay suspend classes in case tional flights and runway 13/31 for
of Intensity 4 or lower. domestic use as well as its taxiways

The National Disaster Risk Re- at 10:23a.m. yesterday. These were
duction and Management Council reopened though after 11 minutes
( DRRMC) said "no major dam- of cursory inspection for damage
ages or casualties" were reported to pavements.
yesterday. . Personnel from the Ground and

NDRRMC deputy spokesperson Safety Units of the Manila Intema-
Diego Mariano said in a short mes- tionalAirportAuthorityconducted the
sage to reporters that they would inspection- a standard operating pro-
continue their assessment and moni- cedure to ensure the safety of landing
toring on the incident. . and takeoffofanytype ofaircraftusing

Sen.Ramon Revilla[r; who chairs - theNAIArunways and taxiways.They
the Senatecommitteeonpublicworks, found no damage in any part.
said in a statement that he has already The Civil Aviation Authority of
taskedtheDepartmentofPublicWorks the Philippines reported that the
and Highways to conduct an "inspec- .quake was also felt at the airports
tionof[public)infrastructurestoassess in Mamburao, Calapan, Marin-
and ensure their structural integrity" duque, Plaridel, Lubang, San Jose,
and to do this "expeditiously in order Pinamalayan, Sangley and [ornalig
to abate the damage and harm it may as well as in the Clark Tower and
cause our people." . Subic Tower.

Senate employees were evacuated CAAP officials found no damage
in Pasay city yesterday following the after conducting inspections. It also
tremor. One of them was Sen.Nancy reported that allitsemployeesaresafe.
Binay,who said her meeting was cut - With Alexis Romero, Rudy
short by the shaking. Santos, Ed Amoroso, Janvic Mateo,

Meanwhile, the Ninoy Aqui- Ralph Edwin Villanueva,MarcJay-
no International Airport (NAJA) son Cayabyab, AFP
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306 rockfall
events recorded

in Mayon
There were 306 rock-

fall events observed at
Mayon Volcano, the sec-
ond day in a row that it
surpassed the 300-mark
as it continued its unrest
that has displaced thou-
sands of residents.

The Philippine Insti-
tu~e of Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivolcs)
said there were also tVI-'O

volcanic earthquakes
recorded in the past 24
hours since Wednesday.

Phivolcs observed
slow effusion from
the summit crater em-
placed lava flow and
collapse debris on the
Mi-isi (south) and Bonga
(southeastern) gullies
within approximately

Turn to Page 5

Marcos satisfied
with gov't response

President Marcos expressed satisfactio
with the government's response to Mayo
Volcano's restiveness even as he reminded
agencies to assess the needs of affecte
residents before providing them cash aid.

"I think that the response that we have put
together is satiSfactory,that we were able
prepare and we were able to achieve so far
the no casualty that the province is saying,"
Marcos said during abriefing on the situation
of Mayon Volcano at the Albay Astrodome
in Legazpi City last Wednesday. "Let us
continue that. We will follow that principle
in everything that we are doing."

In an interview with reporters in Taguig
yesterday, Marcos gave assurance that the
government has enough funds to help th
who were affectedby the activitiesof the vol-
cano.However, he noted that not allconcerns
of the evacuees can be addressed by cash.

''Whatever is needed, we will have to
provide ... All agencies are already engaged
in the rehabilitation effort, in (support of)
the evacuees ... Because we are not just
talking about cash. We are also providing
non-cash (assistance)," the President said.

Marcos said some issues affecting the
displaced persons are not quantifiable, in-
cluding those related to their mental heal
and the education of children.

During the situation briefing in Albay,
Gov. Edcel Greco Lagman said Pl96.7
million is needed to help the residents af-
fected by the volcano's restiveness. He said
the amount covers relief services, water
and sanitation, health emergency services,
temporary learning spaces, livestock evacu-

I

306 From Page 1

a kilometer from the crater. There were
~so three dome-collapse pyroclastic den-
sity current (PDC) that lasted three to six
minutes.

Fair crater glow or "banaag" and incan-
descent rockfall shed from fluidal lava at
the summit was observed as well as steam-
laden plumes that reached 700 meters fol-
lowing the con~uous moderate degassing
from the summit crater.

Phivolcs said that Alert Level 3 is main-
tained over Mayon Volcano and warned
a hazardous eruption is possible within
wee~. It ~oted that there is currently a
relatively high level of unrest as magma is .
at the crater.

The evacuation of residents in the 6-km
radius permanent danger zone (PDZ)
has been undertaken due to the danger
of PDes, lava flows, rockfalls and other
volcanic hazards.

Meanwhile, there were 20 volcanic
earthquakes recorded in Taal Volcano
since Wednesday, including five volcanic
tremors that lasted two to three minutes.

There was also an observed upwelling
of hot volcanic fluids and voluminous
emission of plumes that measured 2,100
meters tall.

There has been a short-term inflation of
the western Taal Volcano island.

Taal remains under, Alert Levell or low-
level unrest.

Phivolcs has recommended the strict
prohibition of entry into Taal Volcano is-
land. es~ally the main crater and Daang
Kastila fissures, and occupancy and boating

.on Taal Lake.
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ation, logistics and emergency assistance.
More than 33,000 people may be dis-

placed ifMayon Volcano, now under Alert
Level 3, is placed under Alert Level 4, the
governor added.

Marcos said families in evacuation cen-
ters have received food packs and hygiene
kits from the government but some of their
needs are not yet provided.

He said the evacuees must have some
activity or livelihood source while waiting
for Mayon Volcano to stabilize.

The labor department assured Marcos
·that it would include the evacuees in its
Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa Ating Disad-
vantaged/Displaced Workers or TUPAD
program for 30 days. .

The program provides emergency
employment for displaced workers, un-
deremployed and seasonal workers, for a
minimum of ten days but not more than
30 days.

The DepEd, meanwhile, will be having
a learning camp for displaced children.
Temporary learning shelters or spaces will
also be set up in evacuation centers with
the help of the United Nations International
Children' s Em~rgency Fund.
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Speaker's assistance
Albay lawmakers have thanked Speaker

Martin Romualdez for efforts in assisting
those affected by the unrest of Mayon
Volcano. .

In separate statements Wednesday, Rep.
Joey Salceda and Rep. Fernando Cabredo of
Albay's 2nd and 3rd district, respectively,
thanked colleagues for not leaving their
constituents behind.

The Speaker's office and Tingog party-
list - through their coordination with
DSWD - earlier announced P33 million
worth of assistance to the first three con-
gressional districts ofAlbay. The assistance
will take the form of cash and relief packs.

"I have already requested for DOLE-
TUPAD support from Speaker Romualdez,
who has assured us that he will do what-
ever he can to provide what Albay needs
to endure this situation," Salceda said. "He
(Romualdez) has already given us very sig-
nificant assistance. We are very thankful."

"Speaker Romualdez immediately
granted the request and appropriated funds
through the DSWD Assistance to Individu-
als in Crisis Situation (AlCS)program. Each
family received P5,OOOcash assistance to
support their daily needs while temporarily
settled in the evacuation centers," Cabredo
said in a Facebook post on Wednesday.

Reports coming from the Speaker's office
said 1,420 relief packs have been released
each to districts one and two, while the
same number of relief packs are being
readied for district three.

The assistance package consists of P1
million (P500,000 in cash and P500,000
worth of relief packs) from Romualdez and
Tingog and PI0 million worth of payouts
from Department of SocialWelfare and De-
velopment's AlCS for each of Albay's first
three districts. - Romina Cabrera, Alexis
Romero, Delon Porcalla, Evelyn Macairan,
Cet Dematera, Ralph Edwin Villanueva
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With Mayan unrest,
teachers get creative
LEGAZPI CITY-For weeks or even months,
teachers in Camalig, Albay, will have to make do
with alternative learning spaces and visit their stu-
dents staying in different evacuation centers :;0they
can continue with classes and other school activi-
ties, as the province braces for a possible hazardous
eruption of Mayon Volcano. They are now meeting
their students in tents, fields and in the shade -'10
of trees. -STORY BY MA. APRIL MIER-MANJARES
_~~~~ __ p a~-

GET YOUR SHARE Evacuees in the village of Mauraro in
Guinobatan, Albay, get their share of relief packages
distributed by the Philippine Red Cross on June 13. Each
family received hygiene kits, blankets and water containers.
-MARK ALVIC ESPLANA

FOR ALBAY TEACHERS, MAY N
UNRESTWON'T STOP L 8NI G

By Ma. April Mier-Manjares
@MaAprilMierINQ

LEGAZPI CITY-For weeks or
even months, teachers in Cama-
lig town will have to make do
with alternative learning spaces
and visit their students living in
separate evacuation centers so
they can continue with classes
and other school activities as
Albay province prepares for a
possible hazardous eruption of
Mayon Volcano.

Ginalyn Maravillas, a
grade 2 teacher at Tumpa El-
ementary School in Barangay
Tumpa, said when they met
their students now staying at
Comun Elementary School in
Barangay Comun on Wednes-
day, they had to request some
families staying there to va-
cate a room to accommodate
them because the covered
court was used for the distri-
bution of relief items.

On Wednesday after-
noon at Taladong Elementary
School in Barangay Taladong,
teachers had one-on-one read-
ing sessions with students un-
der the shade of trees.

"It's very challenging because
when we arrive at 7 am., most of
thestudents are still asleep, not
yet having breakfast and some
did not bring their school sup-
plies," Maravillas said.

On Thursday, they returned
to the same schools and would
continue in the next few days in
the villages of Sua and Tumpa,
this time with students whose
families had yet to evacuate.

Raysante Mujar, principal
of Tumpa Elementary School,
said they split their teachers
in the different schools and
villages to ensure the continu-
ity of learning and assess the
literacy and numeracy skills of
students as part of interven-
tion programs of the Depart-
ment of Education (DepEd) on
the learning loss caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

.'"Our goal is to ensure the
cqntinuity of learning, despite
the' fact that our students
were evacuated to different
evacuation centers and live in
other villages," Mujar said in a
separate phone interview.

Classes in Turnpa and other

schools inside the f- to 7-kilo
meter radius danger zone in tht
villages of Ouirangay, Anoling
and Cabagiian were suspended
on June 8 after the Philippine
Institute of Volcanology an
Seismology (Phivolc ) raised the
alert level to 3 over tl e volcano.

On Thursday, April IVY,
Nocos, a Grade 2 te cher, and!
her nine coll .agues at Quiran-
gay Elementary Sc 001 held
in-person classes with 85 chil-
dren under a mango tree.

Displaceme t
Alvin Cuz, the disaster

risk reduction and manage-
ment coordinator of DepEd
Albay division, said lore than
15,000 students were affected,
including those studying in
14 schools inside the danger
zone and those displaced after
15 schools were occ pied by
evacuees.

As of Thursday e Albay
Public Safety and E ergency
Management Office s .d 5,526
families (19,754 people) were
evacuated from the owns of
Daraga, Camalig, Gu nobatan,
Malilipot and Sto. Domingo and
the cities of Ligao and Tabaco.

In Manila, President Marcos
directed government agencies
to conduct a thorough evalua-
tion of the evacuees' co tditions,

"Whatever is needed, we
will have to provide T'iere are
many agencies that are helping.
All agencies are dready engaged
in the rehabilitation effo in the
support for the evacuees," the
President said in an ir terview
after attending a trade f rum in
Taguig City on Thursday .

Mr. Marcos stressed the ne-
cessity of addressing other crit-
ical aspects in this emergency
situation, indud ng the educa-
tion and mental health f chil-
dren in Mayon's anger ones.

"If it takes cash, the that's
good. Well and good. But
sometimes, it's not cash, We
spoke a long time about what
to do with the children [who]
would not go to schoo, who
are not doing anything. These
are other issues that arc basi-
cally not quantifiable bu they
are important," he said, WITH

REPORTS FROM JEROME ANII' AND

FRANCES MANGOSING INQ
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Mayon still
in state of
'high-level'
unrest; PBBM
assures aid.
By ElLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ
and ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

Mayon Volcano's "high-level
of unrest" persisted, with two vol-
canic earthquakes and 306 rockfall
events recorded between 5 a.m. on
Wednesday, June 14, and 5 a.m. on
Thursday, June 15.

Although the record is slightly
less. than the previous day's total of
seven volcanic quakes and 309 rockfall
events, most of the parameters con-
tinue to indicate a high level of unrest
at Mayon Volcano.

Phivolcs still observed «very slow
effusion of lava from the summit cra-
ter emplaced lava flow and collapsed
debris on the Mi - isi (south) and Bonga
(southeastern) gullies within approxi-
mately a kilometer from the crater."

Three dome-collapse pyro-
clastic density currents (PDCs) ~7

2
that lasted three to six minutes were
also detected.

Phivolcs said a continuous moder-
ate degassing from the summit crater
produced steam -laden plumes that rose
700 meters before drifting northwest.

"Fair crater glow or 'banaag' and
incandescent rockfall shed from fluidal
lava at the summit of Mayon Volcano
was observed," it added.

Magma creeping upward
Mayon Volcano is "currently in a

relatively high level of unrest," ac-
cording to Phivolcs, implying magma
is creeping upward.

It has been on alert level 3 since June
8, indicating a "hazardous eruption is
possible within weeks or even days."

The evacuation of residents within
the six-kilometer permanent danger
zone has been recommended due to risk
of PDCs, lava flows, rockfalls, and other
volcanic hazards.

Phivolcs warned the public to be
cautious of PDCs, lahars, and sediment-
laden stream flows along channels
draining the volcano edifice.

It pointed out that heavy rainfall
could cause channel-confined lahars
and sediment-laden stream flows on
channels where PDC deposits were
emplaced.

Likewise, it said ashfall events may
«most likely" occur on the southside of
the volcano, based on the current pre-
vailingwind pattern.

Phivolcs advised civil aviation au-
thorities to ask pilots to avoid flying close
to the volcano because ash from sudden
eruption may pose hazards to aircraft.

Marcos assures gov't aid
With Mayon's unrest, President

Marcos assured affected families that
the national government is ready to
cater to their needs as they wait for the
situation to return to normal.

Marcos gave the assurance when
he visited evacuees at the Guinobatan
Community College evacuation center
in Guinobatan, Albay, on Wednesday,
June 14, to personally assess ongoing
disaster operations.

«We will have to make up the dif-
ference for the continuing-in terms
of food, non-food items and all others
that we have to make," Marcos said after
AlbayGovernor Edcel GrexLagman pre-
sented the capability of the PJo - million
quick response fund (QRF) that can only

last for 14 days.

90-day relief ai 'l
Marcos said governmen agencies

must prepare to cover 90 da s of relief
assistance to evacuees, which s the esti-
mated maximum period of unrest of the
volcano, to unburden the load of local
government units (LGUs) re ponding
to the disaster.

In his remarks, the Pres} ent told
the evacuees that they would not have
to wait long if they needed a sistance
as government agencies, su 'h as the
Department of SOCIa Welare and
Development (DSWD) and L iartment
of the Interior and Local Go ernment
(DILG) are on standby

"Sabihin ninyo sa amino Nandito
silang lahat at nandiye n lang sila para
alalayan kayo Oust tell us. The f are just
around to help you), I) he said.

Marcos has directed rational
government agencies to pro ide the
necessities of those shelterir g at the
evacuation centers, particu la ly food,
potable water, medicines, and sanita-
tion kits and equipment.

He said the Department of ational
Defense (DND) has been coordinating
with all disaster relief response agencies
in the country to provide the evacuees
with their needs while the D works
on extending relief goods.

The Department of Health (DOH),
along with the municipal and pr vincial
hospitals, will tend to the medic needs
of evacuees, particularly by p oviding
them with the necessary m .c nes.

President Marcos also reite ited his
gratitude to the United t\rab irates
(UAE) for providing 50 tons cf relief
goods after learning If the Vlayon
Volcano's unrest.

"Maybe, the reason they are sym-
pathetic to the Philipp es is because
they have many Filipinos wor ing in
UAE, and they feel the closeness and
friendship to Filipinos," he said.

The Office of Civil Defense (OCD)
reported that 4,400 fam I es or
15,676 individuals were d sj laced
by the Mayon's unrest, mos I, from
the seven municipalities and cities of
Albay-Camalig, Ligao City, Daraga,
Guinobatan, Malilipot, Santo Doningo,
and Tabaco City.

Of the total number of d sl laced
families and individuals, 4 ,2151a ilies,
or 15,017 persons are shelteri 19 in 22
evacuation centers, while 185 a nilies
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CLASSESGOON- Students attend classes outside their classroom-turned-evacuation center for
residents affected by the Mayon Volcano unrest at the San Jose Elementary School in Malilipot,
Albay, on Thursday, June 15,2023. (Ali Vicoy)

are temporarily residing elsewhere.
So far, Marcos said he was pleased

with how the government has been
responding.

Hesaidthe response, so far, has been
"satisfactory. "

"I thirik that the response that we
have put together is satisfactory, thatwe
were able to prepare and wewere able to
achieve so faryung sinasabi ng province
(na) walang casualty (that there were
no casualties)," he said. "Let's keep
this up. Wewill follow that principle in
everything that weare doing," he added.

Livelihood for evacuees mulled
However, Marcos said evacuees

must have some activity or source of
livelihood while waiting for Mayon

Volcanoto stabilize.
"I don't know what livelihood or

something [that we can provide] para
mayroon naman silang ginagawa,
mayroonnaman silangpinagkakakitaan
(so that they'll do something, earn a
living)," he said.

The President also expressed con-
cern about the toll of the disaster on
.children's emotional and mental health
while staying at the evacuation centers.

"Isipin natin yung mga bata (Let's
think about the children). What can we
do with them?" Marcos said. "Maybe,
DepEd (Department of Education) can
help us, maybe the NGOs(non -govern-
mental organizations) can help us. So
that activenaman siladoon at hindi lang
nag-aantay ng araw-araw na walang

ginagawa (they remain active a d not
just wait doing nothing everyday) That
is not a small issue."

TUPADfor evacuees
The Department of Labo and

Employment (DOLE)assured President
Marcos that it will include evacuees in
its Tulong Panghanapbuhay Sa ting
Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers
(TUPAD)program, in which a &<mily
membercouldearnpio.osofor j days.

TUPAD is a community· based
package of assistance that pro' ides
emergency employment for displ ced,
underemployed, and seasonal '0 kers
for aminimum period of10daysbt t not
exceeding 30 days.

They will do community garde . g
near the evacuation centers, tempe rary
shelter maintenance and housekee oing,
and food preparations.

The DOLE said they are coordi-
nating with the Department of Social
Welfare and Development DSWI: and
the Department of Agriculture (L ) to
maximize assistance to the evacues.

Learning for learner
DepEd Region V Director GIl ert

Sadsad said the department dev sed
schemes to continue educating chileren
while they are in evacuation center ..

Under the scheme, the orig.nal
school occupants will attend classe in
the morning, while the evacuees Nill
do classes in the afternoon. Others NiIl
be taught through modular dista 'ice
learning. (With reports from Betheena
Unite and PNA)

=
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. STRONGEST IN A WHILE

MAGNITUDE 6.3 QUAKE SHAKES
SOUTHERN TAOAL 0 AREA

By Delfin T. Mallari Jr.
and Nestor Corrales
@Team_Inquirer

Classes at all levels in public
and private schools were sus-
pended in the town of Calata-
gan in Batangas, Bacoor City
in Cavite and the whole of
Laguna as a precaution after
a magnitude 6.3 earthquake
struck four kilometers south-
west of Calatagan at 10:19 a.m.
on Thursday.

No casualty or major dam-
age was reported in the af-
termath of the quake, which
forced Metro Manila's three
light rail systems to tempo-
rarily halt operations and sent
Palace employees rushing Out
of their offices wearing hard
hats and clutching emergency
"go bags."

At the Laging Handa brief-
ing, Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology
Director Teresito Bacolcol, told
reporters that the quake of
tectonic origin was also felt at
Intensity 4 in Manila, Manda-
luyong, Quezon City, Valenzu-
ela, Malolos, parts of Batangas
such as Batangas City, Ibaan,
Lemery, Nasugbu and Talisay,
as well as Dasmarifias City and
Tagaytay in Cavite and Tanay
in Rizal.

In an advisory, Calatagan
Mayor Peter Oliver Palacio

suspended all classes in the
town at 11:35 a.m. to allow an
assessment of the quake's ef-
fects on schools, public build-
ings and other critical infra-
structure.

Ongoing inspections
Dan Badong, public infor-

mation officer of the Calata-
gan disaster risk reduction
and management office, said
in a phone interview that the
tremor, which lasted around
30 seconds, left no casualt
or any major damage, caus-
ing just "minor cracks" in
some school buildings and
government office although
inspections were still ongo-
ing.

He added that they have
yet to receive reports about
any damage to houses or in-
juries to residents from the
town's 25 barangays.

In an advisory, Assis-
tant Transportation Secre-
tary Jorjette Aquino, also the
Metro Rail Transit 3 (MRT 3)
officer in charge, said that
after the quake, cracks were
detected at Boni Station in
Mandaluyong City and Aya-
la Station in Makati City, but
they do not "pose.any danger
to the public and MRT 3 op-
erations." -WITH REPORTS FROM

JOANNA ROSE AGLIBOT, JANE BAU-

TISTA AND REUTERS INQ
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~.Reminder. ,

of ·t:he Big One
As Mayon and 'taai volca-

nOes show restiveness, a mag-
nitude '6.3 .earthquake 'sUjick
near c;a~atagan in ,B~tang'as
y~slerd~r ~o~ing. '~eiBmolo-
gists said th~, st,rqng earth-
quakejwas tectonic, meaning

; •.' ,!t1was' J.\()~~a:use.d by volcanic
'llf\reSl but by ground move-
<" merit.

'$ Still, suspicions persisted
that the quake, which was felt
in Metro Manila and which
was followed by several after-
shocks, was connected to the
ongoing restiveness of vol-
canoes in the country as well
as in neighboring Indonesia
and as far away as Hawaii. All

I, these areas sit in the Pactfic
Ring of Fire, a network of ac-
tive volcanoes and earthquake
faults in the Pacific Rim.

The earthquake occurred
33 years after the magnitude
7.8 Luzon earthquake on July
16, 1990 that left about 2,000
people dead or missing from
Nueva Ecija to Baguio City.
Yesterday's quake also struck
exactly 32 years.to the day Mt.
Pinatubo roared to life with
an' expl,osive eruption after
600 years, blanketing much of
Luzon with ash and altering
weather patterns worldwide.

Fortunately, damage caused
by yesterday's earthquake was
minimal, with no reported
injuries or deaths. Inevita-
bly, however, the earthquake
revived warnings long aired
by seismologists that Metro
Manila is ripe for a so-called
Big One with a magnitude of

7.2 that can cause massive loss
of lives and destruction of

.property in the country's most
densely populated region.

The warning has led to new- '
er buildings being designed
with earthquake resiliency in
mind, although it can be chal-
lenging to avoid structural
damage caused by a temblor
with a magnitude of seven or
stronger. Several bridges and
other public works infrastruc-
ture have also been inspected
for structural integrity and
fortified.

Information has also been
made available for checking
earthquake resilience of resi-
dential structures, although
several of the steps are com-
plicated for ordinary people.
Rescue and relief prepared-
ness has also improved.

Still, there's much room for
better preparedness. The Big
One is also expected to cause
widespread fires and serious
damage to water, electricity
and telecommunications net-
works. Even a typhoon can
cause widespread disruptions
in water and electricity in the

, National Capital Region. De-
struction of roads can seriously
disrupt supply chains to and
from Ground Zero, the NeR.

Science has not yet devel-
oped an accurate way of pre-
dicting earthquakes. The Big
One may not happen in our
'lifetime ... or it can. Yesterday's
earthquake should remind
everyone about the urgency of
preparing for the worst.
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PRIMEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE CORP.,
Applicant.

x x
Case No. 23-3543

THIRD NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for Certificate of Public Convenience to operate and maintain a waterworks
system within the municipality of Floridablanca. province of Pempanga with the following proposed rates:

PROPOSED TARIFF

Residential and Institutional

PloeSIze 0-6m3 mln 6-10 m3 11·20 m3 21-3lJm3 31~m3 Over40m3
IS" P 117.00 23.70 24.60 26.10 28.00 32.90
%" P lB7.50 37.90 39.40 41.70 44.70 52.70
I" P 375.00 75.80 78.SO 83.40 89.50 105.30

1 %~ P936.00 189.40 197.00 208.50 223.70. 263.30

Residential and Commercial
Pipe Size 0·5 m3 mln 6·10m3 11*20 m3 21·30m3 31..-oml Over 40m3

IS" P 117.00 23.70 24.60 26.10 28.00 32.90
%" P 187.50 37.90 39.40 41.70 44.70 52.70
I" P 375.00 75.60 78.SO 83.40 89.50 105.30

Commercial and Industrial

Pipe Size ().15m3 mIn. 16-30 m3 31-500 m3 501·1000 m3 Over1000rn3
IS" P736.50 52.20 65.SO 80.90 SO.90
Yo" P 1.177.50 83.50 105.20 129.40 129.40
I" P2.355.00 167.10 210.50 258.90 258.90

lIS" P5,687.50 417.70 526.20 647.20 647.20
2" P 14718.00 1,044.20 1,315.60 1818.00 1,618.00
3" P 26,491.60 1,879.50 2.368.10 2,912.50 2,912.50
4" P 52 983.00 3758.90 4,736.20 5,824.90 5824.90

Bulk Others

I Pipe Size I Percu.m. I I Pipe Size I Percu.m. II" P 150.00 Yo" P 75.00

This application Will be initially heard by the Board on 3 July 2023. The hearing will start at 9:00
o'clock In the morning at the NWRB-WUD Conference Room, 8th Floor, NIA BUilding, EDSA. Quezon
City, at which time applicant shall present its evidence.

At least flftoen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, applicant shall publish this notice once
in a daily newspaper of genoral circulation in the province of Pampangl and serve by personal delivery or
registered mail a copy of the (i) application and its attachments. and (ii) this notice, to all affected parties
appearing on page 2 hereof.

Parties opposed to the gr8nting of the application musl file their written opposition supported
by documentary evidence on or before the above scheduled date of hearing, furnishing a copy of the
same to the applicant.

Failure on the part of any person affected to file its opposition on time and to appear at the hearing
will be construed as 8 waiver of their ,right to be heard. The Board will proceed to hear and decide the
application based on the evidence submitted.

Likewise, failure by the applicant to appear at the hearing shall amount to lack of Interest on its
part and the Instant application shall be dismissed accordingly

Witness the Honorable Executive Director of the National Water Resources Board this 23'0 day
of May 2023.

By Aut~orlty of the Board:

Dr. SEVlll~ •• CESO III
Executive Director

Affected Parties:

The Secretary
Sanggunlang Bayan
Floridablanca, Pampanga

The Barangay Chairman
All the affected Barangays within
Floridablanca, Pampanga

The General Manager
Floridablanca Water District
Rizal St.. Pob .. Floridablanca
Pampanga 2006
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