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‘DON'T COP OUTIN ENFORCING PLASTICSLAW

Bv.lmft.l:'!!.rlﬁnm N.nra Cruz 'H.'l wastamanagemant that in-

W aodesuiaric packaging wastes after these poses on producers, in eoordi
* have been sold to and used by nation with their distributo: s
I'TH only about G0 CONSUTeTS. and retailers; the reaponsihil-
ont of 4,000 big en- “Rather than seemingly ity of properly and effectively
_ terprises obliged giving up this early the Tight ‘disposing of their products af-
to practice the Extended Pro- against plastic wastepollution, ter thgsahavu_hgm.suld toand
ducer Responsibility (EPR) the DENRshoulddoabetterjob used by consumers.
Act, a senior lawmaker wants of implementing the Extended - “The objective here i=
the Department of Environ-  Producer Responsibility [EPR]  to reduce waste generatior
ment and Natural Resources  Act, in support of the govern- and improve the recyclabil

(DENR) to take more decisive mmtgaa]ufadwmmga circu-

steps in implemunting fully a lareconomy and mitigating the
newlaw onthe proper disposal deleterious impact of climare
of single-use plastics. change," Villafuerte said.

Cﬂmannéﬂﬁurﬁep Lyay Vil-
la_fﬂtp‘h.'j&a,tﬂ 'El'.'u.§ TeW Measure
holds big ‘companies respon-
sible for getting rid of or re-

Plastics...

COMTINUED FROM AL

“But sadly, this grand government
drive to reverse the worsening plastic
waste palintion appeirs to have nose-
dived this earlybeforeit could evenfully

Villafuerte was one of the
principal authors of Republic
Act(RA) 11898, which institu
tionalized the practice of EPR

take off, with our DENR Secretary her-
salf canceding that ‘we are notwinning
the war’ on this campaign.”

WVillafuerze reasted to DEMR Secre-
tary Marsa Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga's e
cent revelation that only about SO0 or
15 percentof 4,000 enterprises abilged
topractice EPRhave thus far reglatared,
in compliance with RA 11838

He reminded the DENE that under
RA 11898, epterprises obliged ta prac-
tice EPR that fail to PR isLEY OF SOm plv

with thia taw Face fines anglng from
F5 million ea 238 million, and auro-
matic suspension of businesa permeits,
depending on whether vialatara have
conmumitted their first, second or thind
cffenses,

ity or reusability of such
wastes as plastic containers
‘or packaging materials as
par’t of a wholistic approach
‘in switching to an eco-friend
ly circular economy,” he said.

SEE "PLASTICS,” Az

Tnthe previoce Congress, Villabuerte
anthared House Bill [HE) 3859 that was
otie of the measures neorporated into
HE 106986, which, in burn, =mas recan-
ciled with the Senare's varsion of the
EER bull (Semate Bill or 5E 2425}, to
come up whth ihe final congreesansl |
measure transmitied 1o the lalace for |
the President’s sigriature

This measure, which lapsed into law
on July 73, 2022, emended BA 3003 or
the“Ecological Solid WasteManagement
Act® of 2000 by requiring enber prireesa
register and ke responsible for the cor-
rect disposal of their products” plastic
packagingafter theirproducts have been
sald 1o and used by consumers.

“So far, we have counted 4,000
obliged enterprises. Unfortunately, we
only have around 800 that have actu-
.I_I? regl:n:nd.. Some of those 600 Lave
fully eomplied with what is required for
the registratian; the restace sclll in che
process,” said Yulo-Loyzaga at & racent
news confarence marking Weeld Bovi-
ranment Cay.

Villafuerte pointed cut to the DENR
chisfrkat the puccossful implamentation
of KA 11898 relies mainly on the active
plrthl'paﬁnn gfthe n]ﬂig:d companies,
a5 Yulo-Levrags hergelf said the chal-
lenge of Minding a sustalnable replace-
ment for single-use plastics should
not be lefe to the government and the
seadema but should invalve producers
ar manufacturers that use plastics in
their praduces.

With the [RR's release almost sin
manths ago, Villafuerte asked the Sec-
retary whether anewCommissienunder
the supervisionof Malazafan Palace—
45 mandated under RA 113538 —has
started its work slresady an oversering
the shilt to a circslar sronomy as pars
of the pavernment'sclimate-thitigation
actiom,

Villafuerte said RA 11898 called for
the extablishunen: of the propesed Ha-

. tional Solid Waste Manasgemant Cam-

misstan (HEWME), whick is "mandated
under this EPR Lawv b9 see s L ehat big
producers along with their distributors
and rekailers take :!'La:g_e of the gropes
dizspasalor recycling of their waate prod-
uct after their goods have been sold to
and used by consumers,”

According to an earlier DEMH atate-
ment, within six menths of this new
Pawas wl Dokl lt:,.-, !a.rg\e-scﬂ.e enterprises
werd pxpectad ba initiate theireffortson
plastic tecovery and diver sion = cheomes
as mandated by the ERFR Law

The DEME described the iul.]'.llemen-
tatiom of the ¥R Law a8 "a crucial siep
to the Philippines' transition to the
circalar ecunl.‘:l:rr:.r.- &# It noted that the
Ehilippineswascitedin 2013 asthe third
largest contributar toacean plactic, with
approximately 0,75 milllon metric tons
(MT) of plastic ending upintheceas and
other waterways annually

Follu'hrl.ng the enacement of LA
11698, the DENR said the Philippines
was included in a select Eroup of states
that promulgate EFR, including the
United Staves (U5, Canada, Japan, Sin-
prpare, [ndia, Sauth Korea, Chile, Max-

teo, Columbiz, Pery and Braxil
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By RioN. Araja o

THE Department of Environmen! and
Matural Resources seeks to emplay wasts
 pickers from the imformal sector and in-
tegrate them into an ﬂpmded producer
responsibility (EPR) system for plastic

DENR: Incdlude wast

To ensure that no one is left hehind
asﬂmmunt’ytmmﬂmsmwmdammu
lar economy, DENR Secretary Antonia
Loyzaga cited the need {or a more holistic
integration of the informal sector to the
EFR system.

PALE FE

d6=-16-23

DATE

e pickers in plastic managemen

and ¢ommumal waste collection polnts
The DENR chief cited the significant
role of the sector in waste collection rnd
management, and the polential conieibo-
tion it could bring being the “backbone of
the currently limited ecollection services

and partly D‘fmﬂmg" in the country
Next poge

packaging wasic. ippines include waste pickers at dumps

DENR:... .

From Al

“Collection and sorting facilities from the informal sector may be transformed into
formal activities and establishments, These can be duly reg;gl;ered and supported by
the EPR system,” she said,

“The informal sector can also be inteprated as business pariners, such as non-gov-
ermment organization-supported microenterprises, franchises of formal waste manage-
meiit companies, operating local collection centers, and forming cooperatives and col-
lectives. This social inclusion can be improved w develep alternative livelihoods and
diversified livelihoods for our informal community,” she added.

The EPR Act of 2022 or Republic Act 11898 serves as the environmental poli-
cy appreach and practice that requires producers to be environmentally responsible
throughout the life eyele ofa pruduct, especially its pcm consumer err:nd of-life stage,
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ernment and all otker
stakeholders will work together
] for the effective and sustainable
management of the country’s wa-
ter espurces, according to Envi-
ronment Secretary Maria Antonia
| Yulo-Loyzaga.

Inherkeynote address at the re-
cant Finandal Inclusion for Women,
Watkerand Climate Resilience Ferur
orpanized by the Financial Bxecu-
tives af the Philippines (FINEX),
Yulo-Loyzaga said there is no sub-
spicute for coherence, converzence,
and sYNErEy in water FOVETTIANGE.

“With your partnership,  know,
theseare all possibleand waber secu-

| ri.tyi;.anhl.-r:a:hﬁdﬂnﬁ:ﬂhi&v:dfﬂr
the Philippinas,” Yulo-Loyzagasaid.

While it is considered as most
vilnerahle o climate changs, the

! water sector holds the potentlal to
lead change and deliver transfor-
mative solutions in the country’s
quest for climate resilient, incle-
sive, and sustainable development,
she skressed,

"Today, more than ever, there is
acritical need for nexus povernance
forclimate and disaster rasilence—
ane thal pursuesastratepic balance
betwesn supply, distribution and
consumption of water for health,
food, energy, human and environ-
mental security,” Yelo-Loyzaga
pointed out. :

"Building resilience through
equity in the water sector re-
quires us to addvess the ecologi-
cal, palitical, fociceconamic,
and engineering risks, as well

HE Philippines can achieve
water sacurity if the gow-

a3, pethaps quite important, the :

national and lecal capacity for

sclence-lnformed governance,”

she added.

Synergetic approach

LOYZAGA noted thas the govern-
ment-—through the Department
of Environmment ard Hatural Re-
soutces (DENR) ix embatrking en
synergistic approaches to solving
the country’swaterwoss anattermnpt
atthe effective management of wa-
ter resources and the application of
peospatial data.

The first synergistic approach
was highlighted by President Fer-
dinard B, Marcos Jr, by establiste
ing the Water Resources Manage-
ment Difice (WRMO} in the DENR
throaghan executive order heissoed
recently, she said.

The newlycreated WRMO imte-
grates the functionsofall agencies
with water-related mandates to
effectively manage the country's
water respurses and to achieve
water security,

Loyzaga zaid eheapexbodywould
strengthen the cosrdination among
various agencies and provide the
venue for coherent policy formula-
thon ard rationalized funciions to
address cross-sectaral needs,

She also zald that the implemen-
tation of the presidential directive
izalignedwith effocta toevencually
establish 3 Department of Water,

"Thate are long-standing in-
stitutional issues which we now
have a strong chance of solving
and thiis unlocks some of the bae-
riers in managing water," Loyzaga
straszed. "It alzo opens the pos-
sibility of coordinating projects
betwaen agenziss o enter with
meee officient programa like the

construction of multi-use dams
and reservoirs”

Geospatial planning

MEANWEILE, Loyzaga said the
DEME is now using peaspatial data
wrmnonitor the stateofthecount ry's
ratural resources, including water,
The Geospatial Database C¥fice in
the DEN Rwas created for evidence-
informed decision-making.

She also cyeated the pagirian
of Undersecretary for Iutegrated
Envirenmental Science to emsure
that the science needed for ocean-
Tarid at rmosphere dimenstons of the
environmeat and aaturalresources
mandate iz embadded in all bureau
deliberations ared Jdecisions,

“The DEMRbelisves in the power
of informationandmoreimportant-
Iy science and information-based
decis i.ﬂl.'l—l'l'l.il(:iﬂﬂ with the SUPTIOTE
of the best technologies available,”
Loyzaga explained.

Dsing sabellite imagery and geo-
graphic information systems, the
DENF is now able to detect water-
shed and mangrove health, the re-
cent ol spill and other related hae-
ards, water qualicy challenpes, itle-
gal activitles, and potential fulure
water regources for development.

Lovezaga zaid these two systems
would eventually ensute that the
DEMRisable toidentify, aczount fo,
mitigate, rastore, and repenorate the
natural czpital from ridge to reef.

"In short, we are able to sec
changesinthese terrains and cross-
refurence them with permits and
other instruments,” Loyzaga said.

Thesa new capacities, sheadded,
tvw allow the DENR &5 agsist in
di rishinginvestmentand improwe

. @ éritical role in many aspr

' DENR chief pitches for synergy-based governance to achieve water security

Watir resourte manzgerrent down
to the community level

Whole-of-government approach
UTILIZING theze new capacitics
Cll‘ld.- l:]arfnrm.-., frn}'?.'-lg:l zaid the
DENE has adepted = whale-af-
pevernmentapproach oresolving
water challenges

The DENRchisfeited cheDENR'S
use nf a physica’ databass to work
with the Department of Public
Works amd Highways (DEWH), the
Department of the [nterior amd
Local Government (DILG), the Ma-
tivnal Economic and Developrment
Autharity, and the local wazer ukili-
Hes in identifying the best sourcas
of surface water Lo serve The needs
of local comtaunities:

The DEMRis alzocurrentlywerk-

provide water to 1,374 harangays
across Luzan, Wisayas, amd Mind-
anag., Mesnwhils, the WRMD &
alsoworkingwith the privatssector
to bring water to these whe nead it
most, such as 63 isolated barangays
i island municipalities

“Water is a fundamencal re-
seurceforhuman health, economic
development, and ecolopical sus-
teinability but alse for inclusive
and resilient developmenc. [ plays
ctz of
cammunity life specificallr food
produrtion, for evample, sanita-
tion, hyglene, and energy produc-
tion,” said Loyzaga

AccordingtaLoyzaga, the D ENR's
pgoal is ta secure a robusre sovvca of
water for all which will be ooe Juss
challenge for communities already
dealing with volatile and uncertain
clanes. femntpaa L. Mayuga
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By DANESSA RIVERA

;S e 200
~ of Metropolitan ¥

e

The Nﬂﬂn;lﬁl ‘Water B,es:.mrces-
Board (NWRB) has decided to main-
tain the raw water allocation from

Angat Dam until end-June, effec-

tively giving reprieve to customers

of Maynilad Water Services Inc. in
Metro Manila and nearby provinces
whose water interruptions were
scheduled to begin today.

In a text message, NWRB execu-
tive director Sevillo David vesterday
confirmed that the 52 cubic meters
per second (CMS) raw water alloca-

Sewerage System M‘}. ¥

Originall the NWRB only ap-

proved the ﬁﬁdﬁfmmjune 1to
15. and would be reduced to 50 CMS
from unti] June 30.

In an text message, MWSS
division man Patrick Dizon
welcomed the NWRB approval
as this would help prevent the
implementation of rotating service
interruptions in the areas l:l::rvered

by Maynilad.
“With the same mmliment thnt

pino.

o interrup! m:rm:

| themus Rl.lppb}f Angai Dam,”

he said in a mix of English and Fili-

“Wehave preseénted 0 NW 1B the
Cim of the non-extension of the
52 al]:m‘;aﬁﬂn, which iz waler
imupummﬁ'ﬁz,{lm water s2rvice
ions,” Dizon said.
" The NWRB had approved in
d-Apﬂﬁﬂ'.u& ricreasc in waler al=
location from Angat Dam o 52 CM5

ted !
~ This allowed May

rua.—:.l to lift ik

tion from Angal Dam was extended

we promised to NWRB when the 52 water. service interruptions, 1 hich

-smﬂ CONSUMErs may ex

lasted up to ﬂhamm mosl of its
et

reas, except in the southern

portion of its service area dependent
o the Putatan output.

I'.El.':l‘ earlier ﬂﬁsmﬁtﬁh the MWSS

erience

tions during nighttime if

the Ang] at allocation would not be

maintained — even with “mitigating
bﬂiﬂgpﬂtiﬂ place.

Of x mitigating measures, the

most that would b{ﬂlﬁt water sup--

ply to prevent ﬁuppl}r interrup-
tions

i5 ‘water recovery
-t}mu%ﬁfuyml ‘s non-revenue

w RW) program.

Mitigating measures also include
reactivating deep wells, improve-
ment of operation in Maynilad's Pu-
tatan water treatment plants, and the
expected operation of the 50-MLD
Poblacion Lreatment plant.

As of 6 am. yesterday, the water
level at at Dam was 187.20 me-
ters, slightly lower than the 187.42

‘meter level on Wednesday.

Angat Dam supplies more than
a0 cent of Metro Manila's po-
table water needs and provides
for the irrigation needﬂ of 25,000
hectares of farmlands in Bulacan
and Pampanga.
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Filipinos must drink

U can live for several
weeks without food. You
die after just a few days with-
out water. ['m certainly mot
in favor of even more govern-
ment departments, but cne

1ts vision statement said:
"By the year 2025, water re-
sources in the Philippines are
1o be used efficiently, allocated
equitably, and managed in a
sustainable way.” We are bt

LIKE
ITIS

PETER
WALLACE

that ensures all Filipings, and
foreigners here, get enough water to drink, o
wash themselves and do ciher howsehold chores
sutely, seelmg how our 1ife &5 dependent on it 2
water department is one of the most important
departments to have. We also need enough water,
s farmers can fmigate their crops sowe don't die
from lack of food. And enough water 1 supply
our hydropower plants, so we don't live in dark-
ness, but are iluminated by green light

There are over 30 — yes, 30 — agendies that are
somehow involved in the management of water
Inevitably, they're going to be in conflict with
ane another A headless chicken comes to mind,
Each agency concenirates o its area of attention
with no concemn for the athers, or for an overall
program for water, There's overlap and conflict,

Thrown into this mess is the Department of
Environment and Matural Resources respon
sible for the preservation of watershed areas
and water quality of rivers and streams, while
the Department of Health is responsible for
drinking water quality and peneral sanitation.
Even local governments have a say. They can
set up their own water systems. Mot 1o he
feft out of all-this is the National Irrigation
Admindstration that has its say in irmigation.
And the Department of Energy for the produc-
tion of hydrepawer. The Mational Economic
and Develepment Authority is included in
the policy and planning to ensure these are
consistent with government programs. .

Mong of this i3 cocrdinated. It needs to be,

.and there are bills in Cangress that allow for

that by requiring all these departments to
work together in 4 cootdinated manser. House
Bill1754 and a similar one, Senate Bill 195,
have been sitting in Congress since 2019 —
four yeass. It's on the President’s priority list,
but movement ia inexpliczbly slow. Other, far
less important bills are given priority.

A master plan was developed way back in
the 10805 under 2 Japanese grant known as the
Philippine Matlonal Development Plan for the
2stst Century — Flan 21 = thatizcluded what
to do about warer, [tisa very thomough repon,
supperted by interaction with all stakehelders
and a detailed questionnaire, Creating an in-
dependent authority f take control was pan
of that plan. Three decades later it remains an
pnimplemented part of that plan. No further
study s needed. All that's needed is 1o just do
it. In 1999 President Ramos held a naticnal
renference to develop 2 water plan. It had
many good features — it Loo was unacied upon.

One aspect of this plan tat fts into the Presi-
dent's goaks was to encourage private sector assis-
tance inthe provision of water, This can be a proven
success as Maynilad and Manila Water have shown,
Rut m order o encourage others, the forced charges
of contract terms, as they were subjected 1o, must
never be allowed again, BEM should siate this very
clearly. And Congress should include-a dause in
the law to create a Department of Water Resources
[ DW) that, by law, prevents any contract changes
unless willingly agroed (o by both parties.

two years from 2025, Within
the repot. it staled: “The desired changes en-
tall an integrated approach that wonld be best
achteved with the political will of the present
and future leaders and of the citizenry,” What
we've seen isn't political will, it's politeal won't,

What it all comes down io is that the plans are
there, the ideas are there, the knowledge of what 1o
do has been well enumemted, It st needs to be
done To effect that action there needs to be one
oerarching agency — 3 DWR that abserbs all those
30 sgencies, And brings ather deparmments in line
with its master plan, A plan that is elready there if
you but look for it It's all encorpassed inPlan 21,

Too many Filipinos don't have aceess to run-
ning watez. There are no hard numbers an it,
but the best estimate is that around 11 million
Filipine families don’t have running water.
Something no one likes to talk aboot, but iz an
essential component of the water sector is sew-
age Where does your sh*t po? A frightening 50.3
million Filipinos can't dispose of it healthily,

As It now stands, we are in the frightening
situation of relying on just one dam, Angat,
ta supply sbout 90 percent of the water needs
of some 15 to 16 million Filipinos. A severe
drought, which climate change makes entirely
possible, or an earthquake in an earthquake-
prone cauntry eould deprive millions of the
daily water they must have. Worsening the
situation, Angar Dam and, later, Kaliwa Dam
are filled from rivers. These rivers are shrink-
ing due 1o deforestation that has led to soil
erosion, siltation and sedimentation, Presi-
ous governmens have recognized this, and
introduced measures Lo address the problem.
They've mostly remained unacied upar.

A second dam, Kaliwa Dam in Rizal and Que-
zon pravinces, is now 22 percent complete, ac-
cording to the MWSS, [ will sdd some security i
the provision olwater to Metro Manils and s sur-
rounding areas, Including parts of Central Luzon
Laguna Lake is a soutce ﬂuti-'la}rm"ad iz tapping
for 10 percent of Uis service area's needs. But the
increasing pollution of tue lahe is making purif-
caton increasingly difficult and expenaive. Silting
of the lake is & major concem. | ean't find any
mumbers on it, burthe deplh of the lake has been
severely redured, 1o 2 worying degree. Removal
of the silt to build a dike with an expressway on
top contracted during President Cloria Maczpagal
Aroyo's time was canceled by President Benigno
Aguino [r: [t needs to be revived. |

We have a growing population with a stagnant
supphy of water to them. Surely nothing can be
more important than water for everyone.

It's on the President's prioeity list, but the
movement is inexplicably slow and other bills
are gewting priority. Time for polivical thinking
1o change. Mr. President, it's ime to put your
foot down and force immediace passage of this
law, above all others. Otherwise, as Samuel
Taylor Coleridge said, it will be "water, water
everywlhiere nor any drop to drink,”

wallace fikeitis @ gmail.com
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HOW THE PROPOSED HﬂTlﬂNAl LAND USEACT CAN FAST TRAGK HOUSING

“IT is the policy of the state to
provide for a rational, holistic,
and just allocation, utilization,
management, and development
of the country's land resourc-
es." This is to ensure that their
“optimum use is consistent with
the principle of sustainable de-
velopment.” The state also rec-
ognizes the need for developing
sustainable settlements, and
shall "allocate lands for urban
uses ... consistent with the prin-
ciples of environmental man-
agementand equitable access to
land and security.”

The foregoing are the decla-
ration of policies and principles

housing backlog of about 6.5
million housing units. The sig-
nificant provision in the bill on
this 1s the easier access 1o suit-
able land for housing develop-
ment, as contained in Chapter
VII, Section 42, It says that res-
idential zones as designated in
the CLUP “shall be considered
as outside the geo-hazard ar-
eas ... and shall be exempt from
the [environmental compliance
certificate] .., without the need
for any further certificate of ex-
emption from the [Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources] or any other gov-
ermment regularory agancy.”

in the intrudu::mry provisions
of the proposed National Land
Use Act (NLUA), as introduced
by Sen. Pia Cayetano under
Senate Bill No. 898. The mea-
sure is meant to harmonize all
reasonable claims on the land,
and to safepuard and promote
the general welfare of present
and future generations through
proper management of this lim-
ited resource.

To do this, the state “shall in-
stitutionalize band use and phys-
ical planning as a mechanism to
lidentify, determine, and evalu-
ate] alternative land use and al-
location patterns.” In my view,

Equally significant is that
portion of Section 44 of the same
chapter, that says “houslng or
residential lands designated in
the CLUPs and [zoning ordinanc-
es] of cities and municipalities
shall ... not be subject to further
land reclassification by the LGU
(local government unit) or land
conversion procedure under
the [Department of Agrarian
Reform). On the other hand, ag-
ricultural lands as designated in
the CLUP which are no longer
economically feasible for agri-
cultural use may be subject to
land reclassification or conwver-
sion to housing/residential pur-

the centerpiece program com-
ponent of the NLUA, based on 5B
898, is the Comprehensive Land
Use Plan (CLUP) to be prepared
and updated every nine years
in every city and municipality
in accordance with the national,
regional, and provincial physical
planning frameworks.

The CLUP will serve as
guide to fast-track the country's
social and economic develop-
ment projects, with sanctions
on officials who fail to comply
with performance standards.
The CLUP will substantially
accelerate housing production
to effectively address the huge

poses and such converslon, as
the case may be, shall be exempt
from the coverage of any mora-
toriem on land conversion.”
These two provisions are
critical in accelerating the pro-
duction of affordable housing
nationwide, particularly for the
underprivileged sector, includ-
ing the homeless and informal
settlers. A much greater volume
of housing producdon will also
stimulate economic activity in al-
lied industries, such as construc-
tion, and create much-needed
jobs and livelihood opportunities.

JOSE 5.,DE GUZMAN
I

¥
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DIdlpIO Mme spends P60M for road pro;ec’rs

m Quirino: The Didipio
Mine has implemented around
P60 million worth of projects
under the community develop-
meni fund (CDF) program of the
mmpmy in this province.

Ma.hnne!dm.. Didipio Mine ex- '

2023 were approved by the CDF --

Technical Working ﬂmﬁp and
Smmugﬁamum D '
mwujmmmm
barangay (villages) of Victoria and
San Manuel in Aglipay town.
Recently, the Didipio Mine
broke ground ﬁurthemtmg' ingof
aP3 million FMR project in Don
Mariano Perez village in Diffun

town, mm&mmi 1

village in Cabarroguis town.
The company, which o

undera financial or technical assis-

tance agreement @m}.m
the povernment-sanctioned Didipio

the tampdﬁy spends on’ Eﬂ
~ munity development projects as,
‘an improvemen! in the renewed
‘government license or FTAA.
"These projects are imp! uﬂmﬁd
outside the mine's immec iate host
“and surrounding villages heaaiti
Ancheta noted that the D
MineCDFpmgmn is the Etmta:nd

' only in the Ph lippines:
: mm;: mining company.
" “The CDF program was an ad-
THE ONE AND T e el Sy R
 government and local gaverment units of Quirino province, the Didiplo Mine s first 25 years of operatio 1 itnder
launches community development projects in different vilages in the province. ﬂwmh:mu cxpired,” hgsaid.
mmuh Philippines. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO a :gmﬂ-l:ldbtmldﬂg et n}, E“. 5
Cold and Copper Project in gold-  possible through 1 the D:dqﬂp multipurpose hall, =150 unde rits CDF
ﬂdlm‘hlm n‘:‘ﬁm’\w Mim‘sl‘.’hmmuniry ram, in Sai Benigno village in
] i nits. mmm—hﬁr I1'Ill|il'_5'l]m
i ..mlﬁ M!hﬂ produc vof the

oftherm i
its neighbofifg local cov mment
un mu H AR |

ﬂmlﬁﬁtﬁ Bureau 2 * Ictiosaid.
w‘m LEANDEF ¢. DOMINGO

Director N‘[a'rru Ancheta said that

ve infrastructure
benefit of local communities.
“Ihese initiatives were made
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« Marcos hopes to attend

December chmate meet in UAE

By AI.EXIS H'UHERG

L T R A A L

b e

Pmssﬂcni Ma.m:m hopes to visit the
United Arab Emirates (LJAE) in Docom-
ber to participate in the 28th United Na-
tiems Framewnork Convention on Climate
Change Conference of Parties (COP)
and renew the Philippines’ ties with the
Middle Eastern country, where more ﬂ-um

600,000 Flhpmﬂs work,

In an interview on the sidelines of
the Infernational Trade Forum in Taguig
yesterday, Marcos said the conference
was one of the topics discussed during
his meeting with UAE Ambassador Mo-
hamed Obaid Salem Algataam Alma.bl
last Tuesday.

“The ambassador came to see me
beforchand, the day before and wve were
talking about precisely COP 28... T hope
to be able to attend b‘cmuse climate
change 15 a primordial issue when it

comes to the Philippines. So 1 hope that
we will be able to attend,” Marcos told

- reporters. This year’s COP will be held

at the Expo City in Dubai.
“And beyond the Conference of Par-

ties is that we also want bo renew our ties

with the UAE. There are many Filipinos
there. We need to ensure that ﬂ'.ejr are
continupusly freating our countrymen
well. And they have been very welcom-
ing. ‘Fhey have treated our people very
well,” the President said.

Marcos said Filipino workers in the
UAE are well prdte:lfd and reasonably
compensated. -

“So that's something that we hope to

continue and even: progress 'Furihe:, he

‘added.

Mareos has had 12 official foreign
trips since assuming office last vear, the
latest being
Asian Nahnns Summit in Indonesia
last May.

The UAFR ambassador Was with Mar-
cos during the Jatter’s visit to families

evacuated from danger zones around the

restive Mayon Volcano in Albay:

“That’s. why 1 brought him fhlzaabi}
there so he could see where his coun-
try’s aid went.” the Chief Executive said
in Filipino, The UAE government has

. donated some 50 tuns of fmd items to

Albay province.
Marcos was wearing a COF 28 gree
baller given to kim by ‘Lﬁem\rﬂywhmhe

faced members of the media.
Dharing his courtesy call on Marcos last

the Association of Southeast’

Tuesday, Alzaabi reaftirmed his country’s

support for the Philippines’ economic
and environmental programs, according
to a statement ivsued by the Presidential
Communications Office (PCOY).

The ambassador also told the Presi-

“dent of the intention of many UAE

companies to set up businesses in the
Phili es, the PCO statement added.
¢ UAE ambassador also talked

abnut a governmend information ex-

change program being implemented in
more than 40 countries, including Eg}hpt.
Spain and Jordan. Marcos has
Executive Secretary Lucas Bersamin ti]
dratt a memorandum of understanding
0Tt t]:I.E' PI‘U-EI'H o,

e et =R T



i

STRATEGIC
CoMMUNICATION
AlDy

-—n-—"' TMITIATTIVES
w SERVIUE

MILE:

e a= = ==
I UPFER F:I.g:.r n;;::la FIGmA  CARTO0N
LOWER
06%15- 73

DATE

eside 'tvwahts

Change {UNFCCC} in Dubai.

The United Arsb Emirates govemn-
ment already invited Mr. Marcos to at-

hmﬁdﬂhmd&hmélqmmmm
pmmawmaywmmhialmﬁm

g --Hdpr."‘* '“mwﬂ s

'RESIDENT Ferdinand Marc
the 28th Conference of the Parties (COP28) to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

President when UAE Ambessador n@»i :

arcos Tt iftends to attend.

mhﬂ‘lthﬂ Ph ines” I;'ﬁ.f“”” the
&M. nowledging tht meny Fili-

mmtﬂﬂbamiw&tml_ in the hast

mﬂh'_lf
Palace in Manila on Tuesday. “Beyond the Conference of Parii s is
“The ambassador came to see me be- -?.ﬂ:.m we also want to fortify our ties vith

tend the conference that will take place at ﬁ‘n'ehmd,ﬂ:wdnybafmem&m the UAE.” he said.
Exmcaymmbmﬁumﬂw 30 to Dee.  talking abo precisely COP 28, !hopm- Mu%“mvm very wele s
m ; & d because climate ¢ ing, They have treated our peoplc ery
mvm was extended to the isa P! ﬁmewﬂnnmnwﬁ . gﬁun,mhwmﬂm and gy

that we’ll be able to “have allowed them to make o lin; 0 the
os told reporters Thurs-  United Arab Emirates. So. that's o e
mﬂﬂfﬂlﬂhﬁm&hﬂﬁﬂl thing that we hope to continue and even

-progress further,” Mr. 5 added.
'UAE is home to over 700,000 Filipi-
msmiﬂa 000 of them based in Dubai.
ﬁ‘s COP j is expected to host
Mﬂndwmldhndﬂsmhmldmuwf
sus and facilitare on climate ge-
tion among 198 countries, the European
Umion, m;ﬂmumgﬂfnm-gnvemm
mae. es,
e st " OB
Minm. the UAE is is focused ¢n jmi
lf’;nvﬁ ‘progress for climate and
cconanmy, as well as relief and support to
vulmmblr:cmmmmes
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REWHELCOP

ELEVENTH
HOUR

THE CLIMATE REALITY
PROJECT PHILIPRINES

Ince its incopticn In 1554,

the Undted Mations Frame -

work Conventhon on Cli-

‘mata Change {UKFOCC ) has

atnund to push fervwsrd incerma—

tlenal commitment amd aotion on

dlinkate isses. The ety focuses

on Increasing sclentfic research

to inform hiow hest to adapt to 3

cl‘ﬂunﬂng :‘JErnn!lr and gafe

aceguate food k-

ufilmren, wlidle uiﬂun.b]ln,l,:urlﬂn—

15edd | Adtelr gn-called ' nstainable T}
eoromie developrnent.

With 198 meinler stares, alo

ard '

& o

i

REWFHECOP

10

Why rewrite climate finance in COP28?

Calied Pardes, e UNFOOC and ks yeatly
meeting, the Canference of the Parties
[0OP), Is thae world's 1argesr plarform
for intenatiocal cimate 8
Through the years, nepotiabicns have
il EoveTh Prens pIoEEY dbeas, aleh AE
tramsitioning eweny Eramm fozsil fuels and
el - based ervengy, hesplang e average
rige of global temperaruies below 150
degrees, B Ircreasing clisnate action
and b8 Cranspar ent repoETing.

‘The 202 Umited Matioms Cllmate
Change Conderence (COPz7) held lagt
year ylelded historic wing 1o ts finel
dectalom, Nl ng the agneeiient Lo get
up & Joss and dameze fund far natizng
yeml silierabbe to the climale crisis
&nd e radl fora reform af rmHcilaral
hanks sech as the International Mon-
etary Fund {[MF) and the World Baslc

Thisyear, the giahal
iphprinteri b e
amyriacaf jssuns YTy
of adaptatinm, micigation, snd loss and
damage finanee oo comamuniibe thae

& e

g,

1. st i

i e et i e AT
Sl ot s B 1 o e
ook o g Mo,

- T ]
.,;mr:mmx P 1
PN e P ] sl ot gl et

Tew T b EnoaL

Wil finance finally reach the mest
vulnzrable communitics?

Ohse of the crltical policy polnes n
this year's (0P s Hheopetanonaization
of i loss and demage furd to Mnance
the needs of comnrarities despropor-
tipmately affected by the climate crisis.

‘The most conteations isiees that
wanald Barve ko bee settled ave deterinin-
It wilted prares Pt e Feude, Bow much,
arad what will be tle bagls for aocess,
tepracting, and linaveing mechanisms

AL its core, Hie etvisione] Lo mnd
damage facility requires high—enitting
couotries (o scknowledge teic his-
torical raliin thed imitecrgls and tike
responalbdiiny farie

1deally, the faliley s bo begoverned
by pules and modalitles thas bever=
afe the bear gvaliyhle schenes and bk
data and bife the bacden af peoal frum
vuloerable commumition. Mnnovative
and responalve inatramenes atilizing a

sl

&G

3 e AT e

Do Wl et thl vt T
T2 e TR s wvaken

P ]
oo Wl b PETENES
a8 rea v w1 R gt

1H2ger- baged and pre - arrangnd design
must be made wadlable to celiver an
additional laver of prorection for our
conirmunities.

Annghar issuwe robetackled in COra
5 the progTess af The Climate Flnanco
Delivery Plan, which sets out when and
‘hard the dieeloped world will mest s
promndie 1o mobibze US5u00 bllion pet
yuaT starting 2020 for the adaptation
ardl mitigation peeds of developiog
it e

ATr Repore on the Defivery
Plam relesded last yeas projected that
devefoped countrias will collectively
delfver the full V55100 billion this year
e thuak Plinste D we Thovws far vul=
et atle copnEnunities in 2004 and 2025
willl exceed iS00 bdllion, reaching the
UE$500 billlon appregate goal for the
[ve-year perlod (2020- 20240

Tisle year's OO will Be ars sppec-
tumity bur rick nations Lo provide mone
clarity an how they will deliwec thaic
commirments andunlcch mone clinage

@ G

La ’

B o cvmaran

m""lﬂphlu'm-w
Bt T . D) Eargant

finanoe by reforming meritulicne
likoe the Wil Rk to alig with the
Parls Agrewmant

why and bow ta rewriic DOFT

mmim:d in Th;lr:cnmrltm that
e, aloag with crastlve trquiry

and stocyealling, is vital oo tackding
the elbmare coicis, Agem ygenda
and Climate Reality Phillppines
Eotarn mend oevsn i0e 0T 1 Lne lead =15p
L COPsA, )

RwrlieCOP sing o dersocratize
climete paliclas by 2llowlag more
peepia bo volce thelr dernoandy far
better soluticna through ast and
creative epression

T pewtita COPE, sur Nrstoall
s an invitation tonteovene in the
World Banh's evolaliun provess

eremure poetry, Howbo?

L In our starter kit bit.byfre-
writecaakic, you'll fird an
excetpt of the dradt World
Benk Evalutionfoadmap Pick
A PR YO WA I Tewrite in
linewithaus call for theWarld
Bank to pave the way rara fit=
far-clbmare glatal Nnanclsl

LY

2. Chocas e wards (e peso-
maEa |l e cFarue ;i camaes
yau ensisiarn.

3 slng palin, Imeged, mabees,
ot gy digital apphicetion,
Brise e rest (o= a ey
wergian cf the roadem; n.

& Haad mwhenbsrowo gaub-
misaiors/ o submit pour
creation,

Tole us In ereating trocon for
climate policles desigred for the
pealities of the massvuln
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tie. | note warmer days in ouz
sumimet, droughss o cerlaln pars
of the weekd and sranw faliing in
San Francisco. They ane man'es.
tations of clicvsle chenge.
'..'mﬂirg through Euroge bas
reiaforied the beldef that dlimate
chamge b real and st b mi-
gared, ifnor nemeed back. The Euco-
pean Lzion bag implemeried oli-
mine chiange mrasiines esneasively.
In hotels, there are a0 mole
mdividaal amenities in plastic
bozeles ar wrapning The soap
aoul shampoo ace peumanently
pecured 1o the wall i large,
albelt plastic, comaimers for
lozg-venns e, from which botel
guests pump oot their oeeds,
C!iu.hl.' ihe hotel manages tke
coarddnes. The hovel ja Madrd
alsa prosukly announced that, in
the Inte spring and summaez, i1
provides &5 peecent of iy hot
water needs fram solas sources,
If plastic is waed — and that
= bewoming mrer ~ it is ne for
ane-lime wse 10 be discarded
anod cyese a plastic pilewpin the
frash It is for reuse and @0 he
wept oat of the trash, Most com-
mercia] entitles ask pou if yeu
aesd a bag far your puschase, ex-
pecting you 16 bring wour own, If
woid need & bag, they will pravade
1 paper bag for yau te purchase
Meamwhile Europe iz hav-
ing-one af i1s hattest sprimgs.
Toarisis are going around in
minimel clothing, Actueily,
thls lase poe (5 asual, a8 mese

A nota cHimee change shep-

AMBIENT
VOICES

! MA.ISABEL
ONGPIN

~ourists are poung end {raveling
light. But with timperatures
S0Arng everyong. I seems, 35
shedding clothes. Last summer,
anthe Sagrada Familia precing
in Bazoeloua, §L was more of a
beach scene than the premises
of a famed cathedral. Rathing
suit look-alibe donkbies wese the
aption af young and ald.

The shawing of skin comas
with the next phenomeson:
tattoos, Tetioos zre a well-
megarced decorition in ancient
Philipptne culture foo bath men
ind womne. In 1he Yisyas, the
Spanlards saw 5o many teroog
on the natives sl the baginning
of their occupation that they
ralled them “pintados” [n the
Cordillera, they come, tna, with
the cabare, which peeang itisa
response io the envimonment,
whether physical ar spidial

The moders world bas taken
1o battodgs in 2 big way as shtes
menis of persomal decoration
expressing individuality. Per-
haps hecause the practice is
nat quice in thelr known pas,
the result compared to ous
Cordilicra fatioos, for example,
is rather garish, overdone and
in-your-face. Limba are all 2

hald black. Images dispropor.

Climate change mamfestatlnns :

rionately lorge. Mayhe it is the
ink? The aesthetics leave much
1o be desired. Cordillera tat
tans seem moce gbtle, more
blue with 2 sense of proportion
that i plu:ing. We are more
resrialned mavhe because we
have the mradithor. This b4 jest
my perscnal impressinn and |
shauld talk to Dr. Ikin Amiores,
whio has wiitten on our tetioos,
10 Ccompare apinions.

T s oo be noted that anoos
have been used by gangs, usa-
ally criminal gangs. In South
America and Central Amerlca,
pang members are identified by
their tattoas. 1 am nal suve if this

is II‘.LI{II‘]I"C use or waether they
orginzlly had 2 oo oglwee.
But defimitely, thair attoos Bow
are for the most past sign af
pang ldeztity. in Fhilippise jails,
taleas ace gang identification,
mosly for protection :Ea:ini:
other gangs. They may have
originated a8 crimins) ideifica-
tion marks cutside of jail, 100
These are the sindster modem

« 1agey thal oos have heen made

wohecome. Seeing 1atoos all over
Europe on pach & muldple and
disproportismte c2ale bings oo
these [mks, Dut i is too thar oli-
mate chanpe brings oo such wam
emperaiuses that the respanse {4

§e33 clothing and mvoce skin,

Due alse to hotter wenpera.
rurer, thinderssorms are on the
rampage in Furope, We hane
been todd 10 expect moee viokend
thondersitorms in this era of
climate change where the hot-
HET femperiliges generate them.
When in Madrid, 1 beard 2 clap
of thunder followed by a ilash
aof lightring that made me think
1 was in Mandahiypong the weel
hefoor under 2 thondersiomm The
game In Pacis, pesesday, when it
arad thisnder. Mesdfully, this was
afoer tve final at Aoland Caces
fer b French Open where beth

players were wisbihywilt-
img in the hmt

The Mzd-id thunder-
sinrm was considersd
sich ¢ phenamenon
that the news wag full
of Borded expressswaps,
imandeted commencial
prammiee zrd the chaoe
that b brooghs, Spain is
hiaving @ d-ought, res-
ervairy ate 2t critically
low levels and saving
wider ieminders ace all
onver, Rast as htlsrﬁ.llnj
dilver suid, "We need
wi 11 et ik ghist”
ith us thunder-
sz b cavaed an
unawepable number of
fatalizies this year. hina
ebven that they are fsare
request and mom vio-
lenit these drvs that they
luwe ot ralen !.u:|u1.u]}

Al i afl, climate angrinﬁ,.
et Eor the willfully Blind. The
Icebergs | 1he sainh of the ghobe
ame predicied o be gone by 330
which B tomorrow, The waddd
Isas 1o vk up Fisier and we in
the Philippines must begin to
marage thee sse hester, Oree-fime
plastic mus be forbidden by law
that iz Implemented without feas
or fivor, among oths: mesares
like sawinng wiser, drees, planting
OO reeneTy and prescIving our
natural resousves. Theie will re-
q_'.I.I.IE indm: I.r e DTI'..'HIHE
inggnui olitical will
than we
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6.3-magnitude quake jolts Batangas

~ Intensity III

1t was feltat Intensity 11T (weak) in
Pateros, Las Pifias City, Makati City,
Marikina City, Parafiaque City, Pasig
City, Ohando in Bulacan, Laurel in
Batangas, Bacoor City and Tmus City
in Cavite, San Pablo and San Pedro in
Laguna, and San Mateo in Rizal,

Intensity 1T

Intensity IT (slightly felt) remor was
recorded in Caloocan City, San Juan Clry,
Muntinlupa City, S3an Fernando City in
La Union, Alaminos City and Bolinao
in Pangasinan, Santa Maria in Bulacan,
and Bamban in Tarlac.

It was Intensity [ (scarcely per-
ceptible) in San Jose del Monte City in
Bulacan.

Phivoles' instruments also recorded
the quake at Intensity 1V in the follow-
ing: Abucay in Bataan, San Ildefonso in
Bulacan, Magallanes in Cavite, San Jose
in Occidental Mindoro, Calapan City
and Puerto Galera in Oriental Mindoro,
and 5an Antonio, Olongapo City, and
Cabangan in Zambales.

It was recorded at Intensity [11 in
Dinalupihan and Mariveles in Bataan;
Batangas City, Sta. Teresita, Cuenca,
Bauan, Talisay, and San Luis in Batangas,
Paombong, Gulguinto, Marilao, and
Pulitan In Bulacan; Carmona, Ternale,
and Naic in:Cavite; Malabon City,
Cabanatuan City in Mueva Ecija, Abra
de llog in Occidental Mindoro, Roxas in
Oriental Mindoro, Giagua in Pampanga,
NMauban in Ouezon, Tanay in Rizal, and
Szn Marcelino and Subic in Zambales.

Tt

was due to the movermnent in the Manila
Trench—a major earthqualke gen-
erator located offshore west of Luzon
island, which is roughly parallel to the
Philippine archipelago and runs from
Taiwan to Occidental Mindoro,

It said the earthquake may have

causcd damage to houses, buildings, .

and other infrastructure, and warned
the public tobe cantious as aftershocks
MAY DCCUT.

However, 1o tsunami waming has
been issued by Phivoles,

Cracks at MRT -3 Boni,
Ayala stations

Following the quake, inspection
teamns found cracks at the Bonl and Ayala
statinns of the Metro Rail Transit Line 3
{(MRT-3).

But Departinent of "I‘mnsq:lortahﬂn
{DOT'r) Assistant Secretary for Hailways
and MRT-3 officer-in-charge Jorjette B.
Aquine said the eracks should not be a
causefor alarm for the riders.

“The cracks discovered in Boni

Station and Ayala Station will not pose’

any danger to the public and the MRT-3
operations,” satd Aquino.

Aquino, however, said she already
ordered teams toconduct more inspec-
tions on the cracks in order Lo totally
‘dssess thermn,

"As a safery protocol, since cracks
were observed, T directed the MRT-3
operations, mamtmanl:eandengmeer—
ing personnel, together with Oriental
Consultants Global (OCG), the MRT-
3's consultant, to conduct an in-depth

1«

The MRT-z operations, along with
theLight Rail Transic (LET) 1, 2 and tha
Philippine National Railways (°NR),
were tempararily suspended aftor the
quake,

Operations were back (0 nornnal at
11: 39 amn. after thorough inspections,

Aguino said there wes no damage
detected in all other stations

1 assure the public that the line is
clear and safe for revenue operations
after inspecting the system’'s t1acks,
signaling equipment, and statlon [acili-
ties,” she said.

NAIA runways,
taxiways inspected
Runways and taxdways at the Ninoy
Agquino International Airport (1AIA)
were temmporarily closed for inspection.
In'a statement, the Manila
Intermnational Airport Authoricy (MIAA)

.said the decision t© shut down the

rumways and taxiways is part of the
standard operating procedure in the
conduct of pround safety axsessment
“he MIAA Ground Safety Uni-s are
now doing acursory inspection to check
any damage o the pavements. This is
a standard operating procedure by en-
sure safety of landing and take-off of
aircraft," said the MIAA in a statement
e zeelk the understanding of the
publicfor possibleeffects to flight sched-
ules dueto the namway closure,” iradded.
Initially, MIAA said the depacture
and arrival operations inside the termi-
nals are unaffected.
Asof press time, (here was no i dfor-

Fhivolcs pointed out that the quake  inspection,” said Aguino. mation if operations already resuried.
Manila employees,
students evacuate Bacoor suspends
In Manila, city hall employees classes, work

and students from various schools
evacuated due to the earthquake,

The Manila Disaster Risk
Reduction Management Office
{MDRRI&&U,‘J conducted roving op-
erations in schools, universities,
offices, and museums after the
earﬂlquake

Visitors and employees of
Pambansang Museo and the
National Museum of Anthropology
also evacuated to the open area.

MDBERMO said no injuries or
damage were reported.

However, six toeight studontsin
Malate Catholic School and Araullop
High School reportedly felt dizzy
andwere rushed tothe Araullo High
Schoal clinic for medication.

In Bacoor City, Cavite, classes
and city hall tran'sactiuns' were
suspended following the quake.

Department of Education-
Bacoor said classes in all levels,
both public and private cchno!s.
were suspended [rom noon
onwards.

In a Facebook announcement,
Bacoor Mavor Strilke B. Revilla di-
rected the cancellation of ciry hall
operations as part of the precau-
tionary measures.

Residents were also advised to
call the city's Rescue 161 hotline in
case of emergency. (With reports
from Aaren Recunence, Richielyn

Canlas, a@d Carla Bauto Defia)
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a1 H.Ii‘it 6.3 earthquake struck Batan
Metro Manila and parts of Northern Luzon,

Fhilippine Institute
| Volcanplogy and Seis-
{Fhlvulcs} said
iake was monitored 11
eters south of Calatagan
as province at 10:19
as'fectonic in nature

rong quake
s Batangas,
tles L"ZO“I

By ROMINA CABRERA

due to the depth of the quake’s
focus in the' Manila 'I!re%uch

The possibility of a tsunami
was ruled out, .

Calatagan police chief Emil
Mendo:za said he and his staff
rushed outside following the
earthquake.

“It was a bit strong, We had
to run outside,” Mendoza told

gas yesﬁerda]r mnrnmg, with its impact

damage, disaster authorities

were deploved to assess the
earth s impact, Mendoza
said

La.latagan disaster officer
Ronald Torres said the quake
lasted between 30 seconds an 1
a minute.

The ‘quake was al=o felt
Shangri-La The Fort in Taguir,

wmnﬂtstrmg,bm.
over a larger area

@ Agence France Presse.

-strbng -quakg e e

BX) developmment
p:jl’:rr a mﬂﬁm nﬁg:nwm, officials
told Marcos that an e hadjust

taken place, The President looked L‘Eo
smiled and then remarked: “Akala
magtatakbihan na tayo palabas (I thought
wie would all run toward the exit),”

Malacafiang employees wore
hard hats, immediately vacated their
offices and proceeded to an o
5 ace aleng J.P. Laurel street w.

e earthquake was felt at 10: 20
a.m They returned to thelr work-
places after about 20 minutes.

Operation of the capital’s metro
system was also halted while tracks

wereche:kaedim lhle ;1
Imﬂges. an
A.FP showed a crammmkata Ma

port as it s»vayed from the force ni

the tremor. ~
Intens# 5wwﬂmed inCalata-

an as well as in Loog, Lubang and
*aluan i Occidental Mmdn-m

Intensity 4 was orted in the

cities of Las Pinas, Malabon, Man-

daluyong, Manila, Quezon, Pasay,

San Juan and Valenzuela. The same
mtensl’éy wags recorded in Balanga
City and in Abucay and Orani towns,
all in Bataan vinee: and in some
%arm of Bulacan, Batangas Cavite,

ccidental Mindoro and Oriental

I'D‘:"E.'I..CEB

Also at Inter!qlh.r 4 were Abucﬂjr
in Bataan; City of Malolos and San
Tldefonso in Bulacan; € an, Iba
and San Antonio in Zambales; City
ocl"ﬂln‘nﬁapu CaTatagan and Lemery

- While there were no imme-
-dm@ reports of casualties or

where President Marcos wil -
nessed the launching of the-
Turnto Page 4

Caloocan, Munﬁnlu
as well a= in
lacan, Pampanga,
Romblon gﬂm&
It also said that Intensity 1 wwas
recorded in Balagtas town and Uity
of San Jose del Monte in Bulacan;
Bongabon, Gabaldon, Lavr, and City
of Palayan in Nueva Lcija; and in

Pitogo, Quezon and Taytay in Bizal.
Following the quake, =0 me » lewzal

a{::lernment units suspended af-
pon and evening classes for all
school levels.

These LGUs include Calatagan,

a and Baguio
La Union, Su-
guna, Rizal and

in Batangas; allanes and the C‘.it)r ~ San ]uw and Lemery in Batangas;
of Tagaytay in Cavite; San Jose, Ocd- ' La pmvmce* Calasiao and Bay-
demntal Mmafom, City: ofCa.la anand in Pan ; and Bacoor

Puerto Galera in Oriental oro;
and San Roque, Northern Samar.
Intensity 3 was reported in the
cities of Makati, MNavotas;
Parafaque, Pasi I'agu as well ag
inT. ateg::bﬂ'he &E;‘J}w strellglgth was ruh
corded i in some uf the provinee
of P o e,

Quezon, Cavite, Dmdmtal Mmdm&n s

and Oriental Mindoro.
Phivoles also rted that hﬁen—
sity 2 was re:mded in the cities ﬂ'f

City as well as Ternate and Naic
towns, all in Cavite,
InQuemnCilg mctp.d-, were al-

to-face clarses

-hmedqniheremmendahoimﬂlw

respective schoolsdisaster risk rec uc-

unnmﬁﬁnnagmmmmrﬂ At least
s&mhi—nﬂaa gity opted fo

mn:u.'i.—.hr-,
h:-f Educa-
“H!s w1'| be at to-
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- Senate cmploye
inPasay city e
Bmﬁyg;iw mhetuﬁl‘g'wm L o
m-ﬂmﬂiﬁl&lmm u'aqiu Ralph Edwin’

no International M.npm (NAIA) mﬁj‘bﬂhm

L T Aleads Romeror
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306 rockfall
events recorded
in Mayon

There were 306 rock-
fall events observed at
J‘uiz:.-um Volcang, the sec-
ond day in a zow that it
*-'-L';I‘[.Jd_'-bic'u the 300-rmark
as it continued its unrest
tt:af has displaced thou-
sancs of residents.

The Fhilippine Insti-
fute of Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivoles)
said there were alsa two

a kilometer from the crater, There were

also three dome-collapse pyroclastic den-
sity current (PDC) that lasted three to six

minukes.

Fajrcmbe:r gluwﬂr banaag” am:lhwm
descent rockfall shed from Auidal lava at
the summit was observed as well as steam=
laden plumes that reached 700 meters fol-

lomrﬁi-ﬂmrﬂ:rwuamudaatedegassmg
surnmit crater.

. Phivoles said that Alert Level 3 is main-.
i) v Mayon Voleano and wamed.

a hazardous |
weeks, It noted

is possible within

t thers is currently a

relatively high level of unrestas magrmo. is|

at the crater.

The evacuation of residents in the E—km |
radius permanent danger zone (PDZ)
has been undertaken due to the
of PDCs, lava flows, md;lalls and

volcanic hazards.

'\rFeanwhxle there were 20 vnlcmle
hquakes recorded in Taal Volcano

ednesday, i

including five volcanic

tremors that lasted two to three minutes,
There was also an observed upwelling
of hot volcanic fluids and voluminous
emission of plumes that measured 2,100

meters tall.

There has been a short-term inflation of
the western T'aal Volcano island.
Taal remains under Alert Level 1orlow-

level unrest, -

. Phivoles has recommended the strict

pmhsb:ﬁmm

into Taal Voleano is-

&mmﬂnmﬁrandDamg

Kasti]a
on Taal Lake.

and occupancy and boating

yolcanic aarthquake:e
recorded in the past 24
hours since Wednesday,
Phivolcs observed
slow effusion from
the summit crater em-
placed lava flow and
collapse debris on the
Mi-isi (south) and Bonga
{southeastiern) gullu:c
within approximalely
Turn 1o Page 5

~  Marcos satisfied
with gov't response
satisfaction
to Mayon
Volcano's restivensss even as he reminded
agencies to assess the needs of affected
residents before providing them cash aid.

' President Marcos

with the

“Ithink that the

that we have put

the no c-asualt}r&ﬁ&-zpmﬂm Esa.m

Marcos said during

a briefing on the situation

of Mayon Volcano at the Albay Astrodome
in Legazpi City last Wednesday. “Let us
continue that. We will follow that principle
in everything that we are doing.”
In an interview with fi
gmterd.a? Iarcos assurance
gmfmthtﬂl‘elpt‘mﬁe
activities of thevol-
cano, However, he noted that notall concerns
of the evacuees can be addressed

has

wi_mwereafiadﬂdby

- “Whatever is needed, we

All

displaced persons

in Tagdg

cash.
hawve to

pw-nde agencies are already engaged
m&erehabﬂllaﬂmeﬁnrt,m(mppmtuﬂ
the evacuees.,.. Because we are niot just
ta]lungahmmashWemahuprmudmg
non-cash (assistance),” the President said.

Marcos said some issues affecting the

are not:

n-

duding those related to their mental health
and the education of children.
the situation: briefing
Gov. Gdcel Greco Lagman said P196.7
million is needed to help the residents af-
fected by the voléano's restiveness. He said
the amount covers relief services, water
tempurary leariing spacss, livestock evacu-

i Adbay,
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‘Speaker’s assistance
Mhaylamaku%hne&m@dﬁpﬂm

governor added. Lbeardidrsic

ation, logistics and emergency assistance.

lugl Pmmmh@ﬁ
phmd:an Volcano, now under Alert
Level 3,is pl under Alert Level 4, the

© Marcos said in evacus
- vmgﬁm;

i aetiv'ltf ‘or livelihood source while wa:tmg
for Mayen Volcano to stabilize.

The labor d assured Ma:m&
that it would include the evacuees in its

artaget Dol wm”%i

farBﬂdH.

The program .
employment for

derem

fﬁv:dfm emergenqr
m—

i of tenda'_:,rsbut not more than
20 days.
T}m[kaiﬂtﬁﬂnwhﬂE mllhehavmg:

am:lseasona]wmkms—,furn'

- Joey Saloeda and Rep.

fromD

Martin Romualdez for effortsin assisting
those affected by tht‘.‘: unrest of Mayon

‘In se.pmﬁeatabmnmtBWedmda}' Rep.
Fernando Cabredo of
Albay’s Znd and 3rd district, maper:liwel}u
thanked colle - for not h*av{r:g
‘constituents

Theﬂpwkel’abﬁwatﬂmlmﬁg
list — through their coordination

“Volcano.

 DSWD - earlier announced P33 million
~worth of assistance to the first three con-

districts of Albay. The assistance

will take the form of cash and relief packs.

*1 have already requested for DOLE-

'TUPAD support from Romualdez,

who has assured us that he will do what-

ever he can to what Albay needs

‘tovendure this situation,” Salceda said. “He

(Romualdez) has already given us very m%
nificant assistance. We are very thankful

"Speakar Romualdez immediatel}r

the and: funds

the DSWD Assistance to Individu-

g slmauon{ﬁlﬁ Ehch

said in a Facebook pnsfnn We

mﬁg&mﬂhﬁp&hﬁsuﬁm
MMMPWEMMM
each to districts one and two, while the
same number of relief packs are being

readied for district three.
The assistance p. _Cm_!ﬂl.sﬁﬂf Pl
million (P500,000 in and P500,000

worth of relief packs) from Romualdez and
and P10 million worth of payouts

of Social Welfare and De-
vﬂﬂpmmt’sﬂliﬁ.ﬁoraadmihhy's first
three ﬁslmm B,emim Cﬂﬁm Alexis
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With Mayon unrest,
teachers get creative

LEGAZPI CITY—For weeks of even monthe,
teachers in Camalig, Albay, will have to make do
with alternative learning spaces and visit thelr snu-
dents staying in different evacuation centers so they
can continue with classes and other school activi-

ties, as the province braces for a possible hazardous
emuption of Mayon Volcano. They are now
their students in tents, fields and in the shade

e
10

of trees. —STORY BY MA. APRIL MIER-MAN JARES

-l'.‘:‘ ET YOUR SHAR E: Evacuaas in the village nf Mau rarp in
Guinobatan, Albay, get their share of relief pm:lmgas
d lstrtbutad by the Philippine Red Cross on June 13 an:h

family received hygiene kits, blankets and water containers.

—MARK ALVIC EZSPLANA

UNREST WONT STOP LEARIING

By Ma. April Mier-Manjares
@Maapri [hierTNG

LEGAZPI CITY—For weeks or
even months, teachers in Cama-
lig town will have to make do
with alternative learning spaces
am:l visit their students living in
separate evacuation centers so
they can continue with classes
and other school activities as
Albay province prepares for a
possible hazardous Eru.ptmn of
Mavon Volcano, =
Ginalyn  Maravillas, a
grade 2 teacher at Tumpa El-
ementary School in Barangay
Tumpa, said when they met
their students now staying at
Comun Elementary School in
Barangay Comun on Wednes-
day, they had to request some
families staying there to va-
cate a room to accommodate
them because the covered
court was used for the distri-

# butlon of relief items.

On  Wednesday  after-
noon at Taladong Elementary
Schcu:ll in Barangay Taladong,

§ teachers had one-on- -one read-
{ ing sessions with students un-
¢ der the shade of (rees.

“It’s very challenging because

™8 when we arTive at 7 am, most of

the students are still asleep, not
vet having breakfast and some

y did mt bring their sr:hml sup-

On Thursday, they returnéd
to the same schools and would
continue in the next few daysin
the villages of Sua and Turnpa,
this time with students whose
families had yet to evacuate,

Raysante Mujar, principal
of Turmmpa Elementary School,
said they split their teachers
in the different schools and
'_.n:'l to ensure the continu-
ity of learning and assess the
l'li'.El'ElE"j‘ and numeracyskﬂ]s of

ﬂgnm as part of interven-

jon programs of the Depart-

inent of Bducation (DepBd) on
the learning loss caused by the
Cq‘tFIIZi 19 pandemic.

“0ur goal is to ensure the

ﬂm.mrﬁr of learning, despite

fact that our students
were evacuated o different
evacuation centers and live in
other villages,” Mujar said ina
separate phone interview.
Classes in Tumpa and other

schools inside the ¢« t 7-kilo
meter radius danger zone in thy
villages of Cwiraigoy, Analiog
-and Cabagfian were suspendet
on June £ after the Philippine
Insticate of Volcanology and
Seismaology (Phivolcs) raised the
alert level to 3 over the volcano,

On Thursday, Aptll vy

‘Mocos, a Grade 2 teacher, and

her nine colleagues at Quiran-
gay Elementary School held
in-person clazsex with 8 chil-
drenunder & mango teee.

Displacemment
Alvin. Cuz, the disaster
risk reduction and manage-
ment coordinator of DepEd
Alhay division, said more than
15,000 students were affecred,
including those smdying in
14 schools Inside the danger
zone and those displaced after
15 schools were occipied by
EVACUEES.
~ As of Thursday, the Albay
Public Safety and Finergency

Management Office said 5,526

families (19,754 people) were
evacuated from the towns of
Daraga, Camalig, Guinpbatan,
Malilipot and Sto, Domingo and
the cities of Ligao and Tabaco.

Lo Manila, President Marcos
directed government agencies
to conduct a thorouph evalua-
ticn of the evacuees' conditions.

_“Whatever is needed, we
ylll hiave-to provide, Toere are
many agé:nties. that are helping.
All agencies are already ﬂgage{l
in the rehabilitation effort, in the
suppott for the evacuees” the
President: said in an interview
after attending a trade forum in
Taguig City on Thursday.

Mr. Marcos siressed the ne-
cessity of addressing other crit-
ical aspects in this emcrgency
situation, including the educa-
tion and mental heaith of chil-

'dren in Mayon's danger zones,

"If It takes cash, then thar's
good. Well and good. But
sometimes, it's not cash. We
spoke a long time about what
to do with the children [who]
wouild not go to school, who
are pob doing anyihing. These
are other issues that arv basi-
cally not gquantifiable bur they
are important,” he zaid. —wiTH
REPORTS FROM JEROME AN G AND
FRAMCES MAMGOSING 0
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Mayon still
in state of
‘high-level’
unrest; PBBM
assures aid

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ
and ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

Mayon Volcano's "high-level
of unrest” persisted, with two vol-
canic earthquakes and 306 rock{all
events recorded between 5 am. on
Wednesday, June 14, and 5 a.m. on
Thursday, June 15.

Although the record is E-l]ghﬁj.l’
less than the previous day’s total of
seven voleanic guakes and 309 rockfall
events, most of the parameters con-
tinue minﬂimte ahigh level of unrest
at Mayon ';?ulcanur g

Phivolcs still observed “very slow
effusionof lava from the summit cra-
ter emplaced lava flow and collapsed
debris on the Mi-isi (south) and Bonga
(southeastern) gullies within approxi-
mately a kilometer from the crater."

Three dome-cellapse pyro- _
clastic density currents (PDCs) D7

also detected.

Phivoles said a continuous moder-
ate degassing from the sumrmit crater
produced stearn-laden plumes that rose
700 meters before drifting northwest.

"Fair crater glow or ‘banaag” and
incandescent rockdall shed from fluidal
lava at the summit of Mayon Volcano
was obzerved,” it added.

Magma creeping upward

Mayon Volcano is "currently in a
relatively high level of unrest," ac-
cording to Phivoles, implying magma
is creeping upward.

It has been on alert level 3 since Tune
8, indicating a “hazardous eruption is
possible within weeks or even days.”

The evacuation of residents within
the six-kilometer permanent danger
zone has been recommended due torisk
of PDCs, lava flows, tockdalls, and other
voleanic hazards.

Phivoles warned the public to be
cautious ol PDCs, lahars, and sediment -
laden stream flows along channels
draining the volcano edifice.

It pointed out that heavy rainfall
could cause channel-confined lahars
and sediment-laden stream flows on
channels where PDC deposils were
ernplaced.

Likewise, it said ashfall events may
“mostlikely" occur on the southside of
the volcang, based on the current pre-
vailing wind pattern.

Phivoles advised civil aviation au-
thorities toask pilots to aveid flying close
1o the voleano because ash from sudden
eription may pose hazards to aircraft.

Marcos assures gov't aid

With Mayon's unrest, President
Marcos assured affected families that
the national government is ready to
cater to their needs as they wait for the
gituation to return to normal.

Marcos gave the assurance when
he visited evacuees at the Guinobatan
Community College evacuation center
in Guinobatan, Albay, onn Wednesday,
June 14, to personally assess ongping
disaster oparations.

“iRe will have to make up the dif-
ference for the continuing—in terms
of food, non-food itenis and all others
thatwe have to make, " Marcos said after
AMbay Governor Edeel Grex Lagman pre-
sentedthe capability of the F30-million
quiick response funﬂ{QEr} thatcanonly

go-day relief aid

Marcos said governmen! agencies
must prepare to cover 90 davs of relief
assistance toevacuees, which s theesti-
mated maximumperiod of unrestof the
voleano, to unburden the load of local
goverrment units (LGUs) responding
to the disaster.

In his remarks, the Presiderit told
the evacuees that they would not have
to wait long if they needed assistance
as govermment agencies, such as the
Department of Social Weliare and
Development (DSWTY) and Deoartment
of the Interior and Local Government
{D1LGE) are on standby.

Usabihin ninyo sa amin. Nandito
silang lahat at nandivan lang sila para
alalayan kayo (Just tell us. They are just
around tohelp you),” he said.

Marcos has directed national
government agencies to provide the
necessities of those sheltering at the

evacialtion cenlers, particularly food,
potable water, medicinies, and sanita-
tion kits and equipment.

He said the Department of Jational
Defenise (DNDY has been coordinating
withall disaster relief response agencies
in the counilry o provide (he evacuees
with their needs while the DSW D works
on extending relief goods.

The Department of Health (DOH),
along with the municipal and provinecial
hospitals, will tend to the medical needs
of evacuess, partieularly by providing
them with the necessary medici nes.

President Marcos also relfter ited his
gratitude to the United Arab Drindrates
(UAE) for providing 50 tons of relief
gnods after learning of the Viayon
Volcano's unrest.

“Mavbe, thereason they are <osyin-
pathetic to the Philippines s bacause
they have many Filipines worldng in
UAE, and they feel the closeness and
friendship to Filipinos," he said

The Office of Civil Defense (OCR)
reported that 4,400 families or
15,676 individuals were displaced
by the Mayon's unrest, mostly from
the sevent municipalities and cicles of
Albay—Camalig, Ligao City, Daraga,
Guinehatan, Malilipot, Santo Domingo,
and Tabaco City,

Of the total number of displaced
families and individuals, ;, 215 farnilies,
or 15,017 persons are sheltering in 22
evacvarion centers, while 185 families
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CIASSES GOON - Students attend classes outside their clagsroom-turned=evacuation center fior
residents affected by the Mayon Volcano unrest at the $an Jose Elementary School in Malilipat,
Albay, on Thursday, June 15, 2023, (Ali Vicoy)

are temporarily residing elsewhere,

S0 far, Marcos said he was pleased
with how the government has been
responding.

Hesaid theresponse, 50 far, hasbeen
“satisfactory.”

#1 thirk that the responsc that we
hawve puttogether is satisfactory, that we
woreable to prepare and we were able to
achiewve so faryung sinasabingprovince
{na) walang casualty (that there were
no casualties),” he said. “Let's keep
this up. We will follow that principle in
everything that we are doing, " he added.

Livelihood for evacuees mulled
However, Marcos said evacuees
must have some activity or source of
livelihood while waiting for Mayon

Vaolcano to stabilize.

T don’t know what livelihood or
something [that we can provide] para
mayronn naman silang ginagawa,
mayreonnaman silang pinagkakakdtaan
{0 that they'll do something, earn a
living),” he said,

The President also expressed con-
cern about the toll of the disaster on

children’s emational and mental health

while staying at the evacuation centers.

“Isipin natin yung mga bata (Let's
think about the children). What can we
do with them?" Marcos said. "Maybe,
DepEd (Department of Education) can
help us, maybe the NGOs (non -govern -
mental organizations) can help us. So
that active naman sifa doon at hindi lang
nag-aantay ng araw-araw na walang

ginagawa (they remain active and not
just wait doing nathingeveryday ) That
isnotasmail issue.”

TUPAD for evacuees

The Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) assured Precident
Marcos that it will inclade svacures in
its Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa \ting
Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers
(TUPAD) program, in which a family
membercould earn P10, 950 for 30 days.

TUPAD is a community-based
package of assistance that provides
emergency employment for displaced,
underemployed, and seasonal workers
for a minimum period of 10 days but not
exceeding 30 days.

They will do community garde ning
near the evacuation centears, lernpitany
shelter maintenance and housekesping,
and food preparations.

The DOLE said they are coocdi-
nating with the Departmen: of Social
Welfare and Development (DSWD) and
the Department of Agricaliure (D to
maximize assistance to the evacuess,

Learning for learners

DepEd Region™V Director Gilbert
Sadsad said the department devised
schemes tocontinue educating children
while they are in evacuation cente

Under the scheme, the original
school eceupants will attend classes in
the rnoming, while the svacuees will
do classes in'the aftermoon. Others will
be taught through modular distance
leaming, (With reports from Beitherna
Unite arid PNA)
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- gan in Batangay, Bacoor City

'MAGNITUDE 6.3 QUAKE SHAKES
SOUTHERN TABALOG AREA

By Delfin T. Mallari Jv.
and Mestor Corrales
@Team_mquitf:r

Classes at all levels in public
and private schools were sus-
pended in the town of Calata-

in Cavite and the whole of
Laguna as a precaution afrer
a magnitude 6.3 earthquake
strack four kilometers south-
west of Calatagan at a1y axn,
on Thursday.

Mo casualty of major dam-
age was reported in the af-
termath of the quake, which
forced Metro ‘Manila’s three
light rail systems [0 Cemnpo-
rarily halt operations and sent
Palace employees rushing out
of their offices wearing hard
hats and clutching emergency
"go bags."

At the Laging Handa brief-
ing, Philippine Institute  of
Volcanology and Seismology
Director Teresito Bacolcol, rold
reporters that the quake of
tectanic origin was also felt at
Intenslty 4 in Manila, Manda-
luyong, Quezon City, Valenzu-
ela, Malolos, parts of Batangas
such as Barangas City, Ihaan,
Lernery, Nasugbu and Talisay,
as-well as Dasmarifias City and
Tagaytay in Cavite and. Tduay
inn Rizal

In an advlsury,, Calatagan
Mayor Peter Oliver Palacio

suspended all classes In the
LoW D AC 11:35 aum., to-allow an
assessment of the quake’s ef-
fects on schools, public build-

ings and other critical infra-

structure.

Ongoing inspections

Dan Badeng, public infor-
mation officer of the Cala@-
gan disastet rlsk reduction
and mandgement office. said
in a phone interview that the
tremor, which lasted around
30 seconds, left no caswualty -

"br'any major damage, caus-

ing just "minor cracks® in
some school buildings and
gavernment office although
inspectlons were still ongo-
ing.

He added that they have
vet to receive reports abuul:
any damage to houses or in-

-]um:s ‘to residents from the

towT's 25 barangavs.

In an advisory, Ax:-;i.w—
tant Transportation Secre-
tary Jorjette Aquino, also the
Metro Rail Transit 3 {MRT 3}
officer in charge, said that
after the quake, cracks were
detected at Boni Staton in
Mandaluyong City and Aya-
la Station In Makati City, but
they do not "puse any danger
to the public and MRT 3 op-
erations.”—wITH REPORTS FROM
JOANMA ROEE AGLIBOT, JANE 8AU-
TISTA AND REUTERS 1501 i
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'_Réminder
- of the Big One

As Mayon and Taal volca-

noes show restiveness,a mag-
nitude 6.3 Eaﬂhquake jstruck

neéar Calatagan in Batangas
molo-

gists said the ﬁtmng earth-

b quake Wwas iei:tr!mlr' memmg
.~ itswas not ¢aused by volcanic

unmﬁt but by gronnd move-

'. ment.

Still, suspicions persisted
that the quake, which was felt
in Metro Manila and which
was followed by several after-
shocks, was connected to the
ongoing restiveness of vol-
canoes in the country as well
as in neighboring Indonesia
and as far away as Hawaii. All
these areas sit'in the Pacific
Ring of Fire, a network of ac-
tive volcanoes and earthquake
faults in the Pacific Rim.

The earthquake occurred
33 years after the magnitude
7.8 Luzon earthquake on July
16, 1990 that left about 2,000
people dead or missing from

. Nueva Ecija to Baguio City.

Yesterday's quake also struck
exactly 32 years to the day Mt
Pinatubo roared to life with
an explosive eruption after
600 years, blanketing much of
Luzon with ash and altering
weather patterns worldwide.
Fortunately, damage caused
by yesterday’s earthquake was
minimal, with no reporied
injuries or deaths. Inevita-
bly, however, the carthquake
revived warnings long aired
by seismologists that Metro
Manila is ripe for a so-called
Big One with a magnitude of

7.2 that can cause massive loss
of lives and destruction of
_ property in the country’s most
densely populated region.

The warning has led to new--
er buildings being designed
with earthquake resiliency in
mind, although it can be chal-

lenging to avoid structural
damage caused by a temblor
with a magnitude of seven or
stronger. Several bridges and
other public works infrastruc-
ture have also been inspected
for structural integrity and

fortified,

Information has also been
made available for checking
earthquake resilience of resi-
dential structures, although
several of the steps are com-
plicated for ordinary people.
Rescue and relief prepared-
ness has also improved.

5till, there's much room for
better preparedness. The Big
One is also expected to cause
widespread fires and serious
damage to water, electricity
and telecommunications net-
works. Even a typhoon can
cause widespread disruptions
in water and electricity in the

National Capital Region. De-

struction of roads can seriously
disrupt supply chains to and
from Ground Zero, the NCR,
Science has not yet devel-
oped an accurale way of pre-

dicting earthquakes. The Big
One may not happen in our
oril can. Yesterday's

lifetime. ..

i i i

earthquake should remind
everyone about the urgency of
preparing for the worst.
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