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Heed gov't wamiegs -
As Mayon continues to act up, ^119-M funds, aid assured for affected residents
ByMYMUHDJNTOHIOailllDHaNAZAIlID .President Marcos on Saturday,

June 10, asked Bicolanos
1 iving near Mayon Volcano to
heed government warnings

and assured them that aid and funds
are on standby in case of a hazardous
eruption as predicted.

In a tweet, the chief executive lined
up the funds currently available to
help the people ofAlbay, whereMayon
Volcano is situated.

Marcos said there is a Piiu million
quickresponsefund at the Department
of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) Central Office, P5 mil- _
lion at the DSWD Field Office ►S

Heed gov't
warnings
- PBBM 1^

9,000 evacuated
More than 9,000 individuals

in Albay have been evacuated, the
National Disaster Risk Reduction and
ManagementCouncll (NORRMC) said
on Saturday.

In a situational report, the
NDRRMC said 2,638 families or 9,314
Individuals were brought to 21 tem
porary shelters In the municipalities
of Caraalig, Daraga, Gulnobatan, and
Malliipot; and in the cities of Llgao
and Tabaco.

Defense Secretary Gilberto
Teodoro Jr., who chairs the NDRRMC,
led a situationalbriefingon the status
of Mayon Volcano In Camp Aguinaldo",
Quezon City, on Saturday.'

"Sec. Teodoro stressed thelmpor-
tance of timely and orderly evacuation
of families in affected communi
ties and the preposltionlng of goods
and assets for relief operations,"
Department of National Defense

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), and
Phllvolcs are also coordinating to
prepare for the impending eruption
of the volcano.

Albay was placed under a state of
calamity on Friday due to the threat
of a Mayon "hazardous" eruption.

Mayon, one of the country's most
volatile volcanoes, displaced tens of
thousands of people after spewing
ash, rocks, and lava In 20t8.

DSWD Secretary Rex Gatchallan
has assured Albay residents affected
by the Mayon Volcano unrest that
the government is doing its best
to provide their needs while at the
evacuation centers.

Gatchallan visited evacuation
centers in Albay on Saturday morn
ing and said 102,000 food packs have
been initially prepared for the Blcol
region and 15,coo for Albay.

Since Mayon Volcano won't
b

The volunteers "are working
closely with relevant agencies to
ensure that the necessary resources
ate readily available," the party-list
added.

"As the situation continues to
evolve, Ako Bicol Party-list remains
on high alert and ready to adapt their
response efforts accordingly," it fur
ther said. (With reports from Martin
Sadongdong, Niiio Luces, and Eilson
Quismotio)

spokesperson Arsenlo Andolong said.

Task Force Sagip
The number of evacuees is ex

pected to further Increase as the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
continues to ass 1st local government
units (LGUs) In rescuing affected
residents.

The Philippine Army (PA) has ac
tivated its Task Force Sagip to ensure
the preparedness of troops in rescu
ing residents in Albay.

Col. Xerxes Trinidad, PA spokes
person, said IFSagip has coordinated
with the Office of Civil Defense (OCD)
in Blcol Region (OCD-5), the Albay
provincial disaster risk reduction and
management council (PDRRMC), and
local government agencies in AJbay
and nearby provinces for possible

Regiony, and 179,000 family food
Centers" Response
ng^baysa state of calamity dL
x/t ng Bulkang

P'"^P®3l3'ahanan ang
r,:! 5, l^^babayang Bicolano'^mang SB mga

evacuation

1'°"® "S fnyong lokal na
masiguro ang

ng bawat isa (In placing tfie province of Albay under a
state of calamity because of the
Mayon Volcano's unrest, we are
reminding our Bicolano fellow
men to follow the recommenda
tion and evacuation Instructions ^ u • ' t -u,'
of your local govemmentto ensure f provinces for possiblethe safety of each other) "Marcos ^"™^"=nanassistanceanddisastersaid. viiuuier;, iviarcos response (HADR) operations.

The task force is being led by the

canic earthqu^t andl'gTocWaU HAD?' .'"iJerehiP '^uds the
events in rocRtail HADR preparations of 9ID to ensure

^ho will be af-

siSSsSr''t"PWvolK au., M ■ 'Oi"" community Defense Center,lava do,^ ■ 5th Regional Community Defense
crater haVa mobilization of the re-^sdL '"sment the troops'fasting one has been pushed out strength.
in increments that formed rockfall
in the first week of June.

"The Mayon Volcano Network
has recorded a total of 59 rockfall
events in the last 24-hour pe
riod and a total of 579 since 1 June

2023," it added.
Entry into the 9iv u-i®^~Kilometer pef-manent danger zone (pdz) as well as

flyinganyalrcmftclosetothevranoremains prohibited. vu,,.auu
Phlvolcs also vuar„„., .the possibility of more rockflns"oJ

landslides or avalanches ballistic
fragments, lava flows and I'avafoun-taming, pyroclastic density currents
(PDC) as well as moderate-steed
explosions.

Mayon Volcano remains under
alert level 3 but Director Tecesito
Bacolcol said on June 9 that they are
not ruling out the possibility of raisin
it to level 4-

The President shared that families
inside the six-kilometer PDZ are cur-

• -evacuated.

Moreover, the 903rd Infantry
Brigade (903rd InfBde), which covers
the provinces of thesecond district of
Albay, Sorsogon and Masbate, mus
tered its Emergency Response Team
while the 31st Infantry Battalion
(31IB), 9ID started to facilitate the
mandatory evacuation of residents
within the six to eight-kilometer
radius danger zone.

DSWD ready
Marcos, meanwhile. Said the

DSWD is also on standby and ready
to help, while key agencies like the
Office of. the Civil Defense (OCD),
Department of Agriculture (DA),
Department of Health (DOH),

rently being

e going back to normal anytime,
soon and evacuation is protracted,
Gatchallan said that DSWD Is now
stockpiling for future response.

"Ito kaslng mga sakuna na Ito ay
protracted, ibig sabibin hindi ito pa
rang bagyo na after three days tapos
na. Kausap ko nga mga local officials
natin this can go as long as 45 to 90
days (This disaster is protracted un
like a typhoon which is over in three
days. I had talked to local officialsand
±ey said this could go as long as 45
to 90 days), "he said.

Gatchallan assured that aside
from food packs, the DSWD wiU also
give non-food Items, such as bed
dings and hygiene kits.

"Una sa lahat, naatasan tayo
ng Pangulo, President Bongbong
Marcos, na slguraduhln na 'yung
preparation ng gobyerno, lalong-
lalo na 'yung DSWD ay in place.
Actually, hanggang kagabl and late
last night he was giving instruc
tions kasi he's been monitoring the
situation in Mayon, Taal pati na tin
Itong bagyong 'Chedeng' (We were
tasked by President Marcos to ensure
government response, particularly
the DSWD, Is in place. I was In touch
with the President last night and he
was giving instructions aboutMayon,
Taal, including tropical cyclone
Chedeng)," he said.

Phlvolcs is also monitoring Taal
Volcano in Batangas and Kanlaon
Volcano on Negros island for their
continued unrest.

House leader assures
help for Bicolanos

Meanwhile, Ako Bicol Party-list
Rep. Zaldy Co has sent a reassuring
message to his fellow Bicolanos amidthe uncertainties brought by Mayon
Volcano's likely eruption.

"We stand in solidarity with our
fellow Bicolanos who have been dis
placed from their homes due to the
imminent danger posed by Mayon
Volcano," Co, the House Committee
on Appropriations chairman, said in
a statement "Ako Bicol Party-List
remains steadfast in our commit
ment to support and protect the
welfare of our constituents. We are
here to provide not just immediate
relief but also long-term solutions
to help rebuild their lives."

Alto Bicol said in the same state
ment that it has "mobilized a network
of dedicatecl volunteers who are ac
tively engaged in assessing the needs
of affected families and distributiniz
essential supplies."
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the plastic menace
By Jonathan L. Mayuga

The Department of Environ
ment and Natural Resources

(DENR) celebrates June as the

Philippine Environment Month with

the observance of World Environment

Day on June 5.

With the theme "No to Waste: Ad

vancing Circular Economy to Beat

Plastic Pollution," the DENR, under

the helm of Secretary Maria Anto-

nia Yulo-Loyzaga, highlighted the
problem caused by plastic pollution
and how the agency tasked to man

age the country's environment and

natural environment, intends to fight
the menace.

This year's World'Environment

Day celebration theme is "Solutions

to Plastic Pollution."

Accordirig to the United Nations,
over 430 million tons (MT) of plas
tic are produced worldwide every
year, one-third of whjch are single

Major plastic waste producer
THE Philippines produces a huge
volume of garbage every year. It is

,  known as the producer of more than
one-third of all oceanic plastic waste

■ in the world.

Despite the efforts of the National

Solid Waste Management Commission

(NSWMC) and the DENR, through the
Environmental Management Bureau
(EMB) to implement Republic Act (RA)
9003, or the Ecological Solid Waste

Management Act of2000, the volume
of garbage steadily increased.
A Commission on Audit report in

April 2023 said that more than 20

years after the passage of RA 9003,
solid waste-management generation
in the country has steadily increased
from 9.07 million metric tons (MMT)

in 2000 to 16.63 MMT in 2020.

Daily waste generation, according
to the DENR, continues to increase.

From the 16 MT of garbage daily, the
Philippines now produces 61,000
MT daily, or a whopping 275-percent
increase.

used. It also reported that every day,
the equivalent of over 2,000 garbage
trucks of plastics are dumped into

the world's oceans, rivers and lakes.

Circular economy
IN a statement, the country's DENR

chief vowed to end plastic pollu-
. tion in the country through a cir

cular economy where all plastic ap
plications are reused, recycled and
responsibly managed during and
after use, while enabling a lower
greenhouse gas emissions plastic
economy.

In January, Yulo-Loyzaga signed
the implementing rules and regula
tions of Republic Act 11898, or the
Extended Producer, Responsibility

(EPR) Act of 2022.

■  It aims to address the misman

agement of plastic waste and uphold
circularity by maximizing its mate
rial Value, as it serves as the environ

mental policy approach and practice
that requires producers to be environ

mentally responsible throughout the
life cycle of a product, especially its
post-consumer or end-of-life stage.

"But in banking on the support

and cooperation of big companies

in complying with the EPR Act, the

Philippines still has a long way to go,"
admitted DENR Undersecretary for
Policy Planning, and International

Affairs Jonas R. Leones.

Leones said that of the 4,000 big
companies that are obliged by law to
implement waste recovery and recy
cling under the law, only 600 have
registered with the DENR.

The big companies have aminimum
of PlOO million capitalization, while
small and medium enterprises are not
obliged fo implement waste recovery.

"That's why we really need to in
tensify our information drive with

the help of the media," Leones told

the BusinessMirror in a telephone
interview on June 6.
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