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’IheDeparlmentofEnvxronment
dNaturalRo@eoum(DENR)has‘ fun S
pped Isla Lipana & Co./PwC [ creta Antomahf 0 ‘ ectives of the !
ppmes to réview the systems  Loyzaga '$aid)thé recent “DENR Pre31 fesefvaltion of
; and processes of the Mines and ald agemert ' thi'e Wﬁméﬁt“ H‘i‘l\e‘@@ﬂnﬂys i
" Geosciences Bureau (MGB) and 1ra Ces ) W
' the Environmental Management ' o Under ﬂ*}% artn ,ShlP, PwC | ',
~ Bureau (EMB),’ sha]l conducf comprehenslve as- i

~ The partnershlp was formal- S
 ized through a memorandum of mallyaddm&tosega tobu!

. understanding (MOU) signed by  valueontheefforts done by everyone s 10 re
' the two parties, in the department,” she said. Ere exiStng syster:

.~ Insupport of the DENR's trans- Earlier, the DENR chiet said '7and processes'af MGB and EMB.
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_IN BRIEF__

DENR taps Isla Lipana
for bureau systems review

THE Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
partnered with Isla Lipana & Co./
PwC Philippines to review the sys-
tems and processes at the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau and the Envi-
ronmental Management Bureau.
The partnership was formal-
ized through the signing of a
memorandum of understanding be-
tween DENR Secretary Antonia
Loyzaga, and Alex Cabrera, chair-
man emeritus of Isla Lipana & Co.
PwC Philippines is a professional

_seryices firm engaged in delivering |

audit and assurance, and tax and ad-

visory services within and outside |

the Philippines. Rio N. Araja
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PGMPI gains govt support to be key player PHL mining industry

Inc. (PGMPI).has announced it is ready

toundertake mining operations for the
sustainable extraction of critical minerals
and rare earth elements.

After almost three years of research
and development in the rehabilitation of
mining areas.

_PGMPI, in news statement, said it

“fs thrilled to announce its successful
and highly productive meetings with
key government officials following
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s
pronouncement during the 42nd Asean
Summit on May 10, 2023, in Indonesia
that the Philippines will be a producer
of critical metals and minerals, and not
just an exporter of iron ore.”

“As industrialized nations grapple for
control of the supply and demand of critical
mineralsandresources necessaryforspaceand
defense technology, the EV industry, nuclear
power, and telecommunications, President

T HE Philippine General Minerals Project

Marcos'announcementis certainly well timed.
The Philippines sits on vast natural resources;
and more than 3,000 mining operations
in the country have left millions of tons of
waste materials which, incidentally, PGMPI's
R&D, as well as other companies around the
world, have confirmed to contain many of
these heavily contested materials,the PGMPI
statement added. ;
Founded by Lt. General Antonio
G. Parlade Jr., former Southern Luzon

Commander, along with a group of close.

associates, PGMPI initially conducted
extensive research to delve into the
dynamics of the trade warbetween the US
and China, particularly regarding rare earth

~ materials and precious metals.

The research, the statement added,
“unearthed” a wealth of information on

‘the presence of these critical minerals in

waste tailings, both on the surface and
underground, as well as millions of tons of

ore being shipped out of the country, many .

ofthem finding theirway in the reclamation
activities in the West Philippine Sea.

With clear guidance from the then
National Security Adviser Secretary
Hermogenes C. Esperon Jr., and former
Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana;
PGMPI“meticulously explored”methods of
harnessing these minerals without causing
further harm to the environment.

Supported by the Armed Forces of
the Philippines, PGMPI research involved
onshore and underwater surveillance of
black sand materials in Cagayan and Albay,
oresand tailings from Kalinga to Tawi-Tawi,
and even from disaster-ridden mining sites
such as'Marcopper in Marinduque and
Apex Mining in Davao de Oro, where vast
quantities of tailings remain stagnant in
artificial lakes and ponds, and continue to
pose potential risks to low-lying villages
and necessitates attention from the Office
of Civil Defense and the Department of
National Defense.
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~ Cave within titled property is still owned
by the State; there must be permit before
collecting plants and mineral deposit

Dear PAO,
My grandfather owned a property
in the province. It is a titled land,
but for the longest time, no one in
the family had the time to manage it
because my father had already passed
away, so my mother and I moved here
in Manila to live with my maternal
relatives, while my uncle, my father’s
only sibling, used to work abroad.
He decided to come back and settle
in our province. He wants to manage
the property, but he was surprised
to learn that there is a natural cave
within my grandfather’s property. Is
that our family’s property as well?
Can we collect the plants and mineral
deposits that we can find there?
' Daryl

Dear Daryl, ;
Republic Act (RA) 9072, otherwise
known as the “National Caves and
Cave Resources Management and
Protection Act,” delineates the policies
relating to the conservation, protec-
tion, and management of caves and
cave resources both in private and
public lands. It can be gleaned under
Section 6 of the Implementing Rules
and Regulations of RA 9072 that caves
remain to be owned by the State, even
those found within private lands, so
any collection, use or extraction of
plants, mineral deposits, and the like
must be authorized by the government:

“Sec 6. Caves within Private Lands.
Caves and cave resources are owned by
the State. As such, landowners with
caves inside their private lands shall
secure the necessary permit from the

DENR for the use, collection or remov:

al of any cave resource found therein.
“All resource utilization outside

caves within private lands, including
the harvesting of planted trees, shall
be regulated by the DENR in accor-
dance with existing laws, rules and
regulations to preserve the integrity
of the cave.

“The private landowner may enter
into a Tripartite MOA or Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) with
tthe DENR and LGUS in the conserva-
tion, management and protection
of caves and cave resources found
itherein.”

Accordingly, you or your family can-
not unilaterally collect the plants and
mineral deposits found in the cave
within the property of your grand-
fiather. The necessary permit must
Ibe secured and issued in your favor
fiirst. If you fail to secure such permit,
1ou are at the risk of being penalized
I>ecause under Sections 7 and 8 of RA
9072 state:

“Section 7. Prohibited Acts - The
following shall be considered Prohib-
iited Acts::

“(a) Knowingly destroying, dis-
turbing, defacing, marring, altering,
removing, or harming the speleogem
or speleothem of any cave or altering
ithe free movement of any animal or
jplant life into or out of any cave;

“(b) Gathering, collecting, possess-
ling, consuming, selling, bartering or
izxchanging or offering for sale without

authority any cave resource; and

“(c) Counselling, procuring, solicit-
ing or employing any other person to
violate any provisions of this Section.

“Section 8. Penalties - Any person
found guilty of any of the offenses
enumerated under Section 7 hereof
shall be punished by imprisonment
from two (2) years to six (6) years or
a fine ranging from Twenty thousand
pesos (P20,000) to five hundred
thousand pesos (P500,000.00) or
both at the discretion of the Court:
Provided That the person furnishing
the capital to accomplish the acts pun-
ishable herein shall be punished by |
imprisonment from six (6) yrs and one
(1) day to eight (8) years or by a fine
ranging from Five hundred thousand
pesos (P500,000.00) to One million
pesos (P1,000,000.00) or both at the
Discretion of the Court. Provided fur-
ther that if the area requires rehabilita-
tion or restoration as determined by
the Court, the offender shall also be
required to restore the same, when-
ever practicable or compensate for the
damage: Provided finally that if the
offender is a government employee, he

. or she shall likewise be removed from
"office.” (Emphasis supplied)

We hope that we were able to answer
your queries. Please be reminded that
this advice is based solely on the facts
you have narrated and our apprecia.
tion of the same. Our opinion may
vary when other facts are changed o
elaborated.

Editor’s note: Dear PAO is a daily
column of the Public Aitorney’s Of
fice. Questions for Chief Acosta may
be sent to dearpao@manilatimes. net
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l ) The Natldnal QOceanic and’
t Atmos herlc Administration’

r (NOAA) in the United States on
" Thursday issued an El Nifio advi-
' sory, announcing the arrival of the
climatic phenomenon.

§ It fomwd a month or two éar-

there’s a 56 percent chance it will

. beconsidered strong, and a 25 per-
. cent'chance it réaohes supersmed "

v lexglells, said climate scientist Mi-
chelle L’Heureuix, |

‘1 El Nifio/La Nifia forecast office.

" The Philippine Atmospheric,

I Geophysmal and Astronomical
. Services Adnumsi:ra,tw

ity that the El Nifio phenomenon

wgnd that it will persist until
:first quarter of next year:
AGASA’s latest forecast

|
showed a 53 percent chance that

'! ' Implement water
. saving measures

President Marcos has- directed all

, B
( 1mple“~' nt Water consérvation

- leadin mplernenhng water conser-
; vahon measuxes .

, ' ‘volurtie reduction of t
.. lierthan most El Nifios do, W}uch :
] “gives it ro6m to grow,” and:

head of NOAA’s-

(PAGA
| SA), had earlier forecast thét thete
“would be an 80 percent probabil-

N would emeigé from June to' Au-

- 'pipes. Loc:
| "EI'Nifio would'reach a strong level
| towaid the latter part of the yeat.

To avert 3pesxanble water crises -
dnnetoElNlﬁoorthelongdryspelL—,

TRiment agencies to strictly -

i network of ag“encm: te fake tihé _

” fé“a"easw

Wl

all government agendies, mcludmg
_government-owned or controlled
corporations: and state universities
and'colleges, to “identify and. 1mp1e-

‘ The Chief Executive also dmected -

menitSpecific quantifiable afid attain- -
able water conservation: measures .

- that will result in 10

first quarter (Jahuary td March 201
- water consumption,” - i . -

The President also ordered the ‘

-Lgcal Water Utilities Administra-.

tion, National Watér Resources

Board and the Meh‘opohtan Water -

and Sewerage System, while private

 water service providers (WSPs) ‘are
enjoined, to submit to.the WRMO a
onthly supply-demand Projection |

determirie possibledeﬁatmwater
supply in the near future.

:“National govemment—runWSPs |

are hereby directed, and Tocal gov- ‘
ernment-run WSPs are hereby en” |

couraged, to immediately ‘complete

- their projects to reduce non-revenue
waterand u a{:’grade their dlsl:nbuhon
goVemment un_its are

encouraged to-process the requests

memorandum circular said.”
Marcos also directed the V

o identify strategies toward water

conservation.measures and provide

President,
Executive Secretary

,In'a vlog posted on YouTube i |

~ of WSPs for ‘waterworks-within ;
-"a'reasonable period of- tune " the "

* quarterly datesbotheOf;ﬁoe ofthe
Ofﬁce of the ;

!

May,Mamoshadurged ﬂlPinbsto l

due

. Marcos noted that, the Pl'uh
Pmesl power demand far exceeds
' PY :

——

" ‘@hngtheshght ply '
-and the expected severe

to*El Nifio until thie early part of 2024.




President Marcos has ordered all
government agencies to “strict-
ly” enforce water conservation
‘measures to avert a looming wa-
ter crisis due to the threat of El
Nifo in the Philippines.

Under Memorandum Circu-
lar No. 22 signed on June 7, the
President directed the newly
created Water Resources Man-
agement Office (WRMO), under
the Department of Environ-

jection, which would state if

there would be a deficit in the
water supply in the future.

~ “Government-run  water

service providers are hereby di-

rected; and private water service

providers are hereby encouraged

' to implement water conserva-

 tion. measures, such as but not

management and water pressure
management,” the circular said.
He also urged local gov-

| érnment units to process the

' requests of water service pro-

1 Mr.

limited to nonrevenue water -

tation of a nationwide water
conservation program.

Marcos created the
WRMO in April this year pend-
ing the passage of the Depart-
ment of Water Resources, as he
admitted that the Philippines
was facing a water crisis.

In his Jatest memorandum
circular, he said all national
government agencies, includ-
Ing  government-owned or
-controlled corporations * and

viders for waterworks “within a
reasonable period of time.”

According to the President,
the WRMO should identify
strategies on water conserva-
tion and monitor compliance of
government agencies, including
providing quarterly updates to
the Office of the President.

In April this year, the Na-
tional Disaster Risk - Reduc-
tion and Management Council
formed a team to mitigate the
impact of El Nifio following the
order of the President. ma

‘ropolitan
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TO GONSERVE WATER AS EL NIFIO LOOMS

By Nestor Corrales ment and Natural Resources, to  state universities and colleges,
@NCorralesINQ take the lead in the implemen- should “identify and imple-

ment specific, quantifiable and
attainable water conservation
measures” that would result in
a 10 percent water volume re-
duction of their respective first
quarter water consumption.
Marcos also ordered the
Local Water Utilities Admin-
istration, the National Water
Resources Board and the Met-
Waterworks  and
Sewerage System to submit a
monthly supply-demand pro-

P
§ Ap

banaed

President Marcos —ppa PooOL
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By BETHEENA UNITE

. ‘dered all government agencies
| to strictly implement water

water Cl.’lSlS

// : Ao
L A
; " o\ .;"No. 22, dated June 7, Marcos
Lo Presrdent Marcos has or-

conservation measures tO ]

 Save water, avert dr‘y spell -

In Memorandum Circular

directed the Water Resource
Management Office (WRMO)
and its network of agencies to
‘take the lead in implementing
‘water coriservation measures

B S

‘Save water, avert dry spell,

‘to “ldentlfy and lmplernent specific
quanitifiable and attdindble water con-

servation measures that will result in -

10 percent water volume reduction of

their respective first quatter (January .
to March 2023) water consumption.”
The President also ordered the
Local Water Utilities Administration,
National Water Resources Board, and
the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System to submit to the
"WRMO a monthly supply-demand
pro;éctlon to determine: possible defi-
cit in water supply in the near future.

' Privaté water service providers,
‘on the other hand, were also encour-
aged tor lmplement water ¢onservation
measures, such as but not hmited to

‘Marcos orders gov't agencies 1<

water pressure management.
National government-run and
local government-run water service

- providers were also urged to nnmedl-

ately complete their projects to reduce
non-revenue water and upgrade their
distribution pipes.

The local government units are
encouraged to process the requests of -
water service providers for waterworks
within a reasonable period of time.

Marcos also directed the WRMO'

. to identify strategies toward water

conservation measures and provide
quarterly updates to the Office of the )
President, throygh the Officé of the
Execmtlve Secretary, on the progress.

According to the Philippine

Atm0sphemt:‘ Geophyslcal and As-

- Marcos orders gov'tagencies

' amld the dry spell in thq.‘
coming months. _
All governiment agencies,’'
including governinent-owne
.or ~controlled corporation:
“and state universities
: and colleges were told b 5

tronomical Services Administration
(PAGASA), the country’s El Nifio
. Southern Oscillation(ENSO) Alert and
- Warning System was faised to El Nifio
Alert as of May 24. -
* PAGASA said El Nifio increases the
likelihood of bélow-normal rainfall

- conditions, which could bring niega- -

tive impacts such as dry spells and
droughts in some areas of the country.

On Thursday, the US National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) said the El Nifio chmate ,
phenomenon has arrived.

The weather pattern'last occurred
iri 2018-19, and takes place every ‘two
to seven years on average.

"“Depending on its strength El

-Nifio can cause a range of i unpacts,

such as increasing the risk of heayy
rainfall and droughits in cettain loca-
tions around the wotld,” said NQ, AA
climdte scientist M1chelle L’Heureux
(Wath» a reportt from AFP) .
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Palace orders NGIs to implement water
‘conservation measures ahead of El Nino

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA

LL national government
agencies and instrumen-
talities (NGI) will now be

required to reduce their water
consumption by 10 percent in
ahead of the El1 Nifio threat under
anewissuance from Malacafiang.
Under his Memorandum Cir-
cular (MC) No. 22, Executive
' Secretary Lucas P. Bersamin
issued the guidelines for the
implementation of water con-
servation measures for NGIs.
The issuance aims to avert a
“looming water crisis” nation-
wide due to theexpected impact
of the El Nifio phenomenon.
“All national government
agencies and instrumentalities,

including government-owned

and controlled corporations and
state universities and colleges,

are hereby directed to identify

- and implement specific, quanti-

fiable and attainable water con-
servation measures that will re-
sult to 10 percent water volume

reduction of their respective first-

quarter [January to March 2023]
water consumption,” Bersamin
said in his two-page circular.
He also encouraged govern-
ment and private-controlled wa-
ter service providers (WSP) to
implement conservation mea-
sures such as, but limited to non-
revenue water management and
water pressure management;
MC 22 also instructed the Lo-
cal Water Utilities Administration,

¢ National Water Resources Board,

and the Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System and private
WSPs toregularly submit a month-
ly supply-demand projection high-
lighting the likelihood of possible

‘water supply deficit.

The Water Resources Man-
agement Office (WRMO) of the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
was tasked toimplement MC22.

“The WRMO shall identify
strategies towards water conser-
vation, monitor compliance of
government agencies and instru-.
mentalitieswith aforementioned
water conservation measures,
and provide quarterly updates
to the Office of the President,
through the Office of the Execu-

‘tive Secretary, on the progress

thereof,” Bersamin said.

- Last month, the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Admin-
istration said El Nifio is will
startin the third quarter of the
year and might persist until the
first quarter of 2024.
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By Vince Lopez

AN expected El Nino climate phenom-
enon has arrived, raising fears of extreme
weather and temperature records, scien-
tists at the US National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration said Thursday.
This developed as President Ferdinand

El Nifio here, US agency says;
Save more water, PBBM orders

Marcos Jr. directed all government agen-
cies to strictly implement water conserva-
tion measures In light of the possible El
Nifio long dry spell.
Marked by warmer-than-average
sea surface temperatures in the
central and eastemn Pacific
Next page

Number coding
shelved for June
12 celebrations

THERE will be no number
coding on Monday, June 12, as
J the country celebrates its 125t
i Independence Day, according
[ to  the Metmpo]itan Manila
|

Development Authority,

But the MMDA announced
on Friday it will impose a traffic
rerouting scheme primarily along
Roxas Boulevard in Manila due

Next page

an

iNifa,,

From A1

<Aoo

4

- Ocean near the equator, the weather pattern

last occurred in 2018-19 and takes place

 every 2-7 years on average.

"Depending on its strength, El Nino
can cause a range of impacts, such as
increasing the risk of heavy rainfall and

- droughts in certain locations around the

world," said NOAA climate scientist
Michelle L'Heureux.

_"Climate change can exacerbate or
mitigate certain impacts related to El Nino.

- For example, El Nino could lead to new

| average

for temperatures, particularly
already experience above-
temperatures during El Nino," she

in areas

. added.

In Memorandum Circular No. 22, dated
June 7, 2023, and signed by Executive
Secretary Lucas Bersamin, President
Marcos ordered the Water Resource
Management Office (WRMO) and its
network of agencies to execute water

_ conservation measures to avert a water
- orisis n the next several months.
Mr. Marcos glso  directed  all

agencies, -mcludiﬂg' government-owned
or -controlled gomporations and state
universities and golleges, to "identify
and implement specific quantifiable angd

% N

INDEPENDENCE DAY PREP.
Members of the Armed Forces conduct
exercises In preparation for the 125th
Independence Day Anniversary at Bizal Park

flaps proudly at the Aguinaldo Shrine in
Kawit, anather site of the Freedom Day rites
{inset). Norman Cruz and Danny Fata

thereof." (See full story online q¢

-]

Friday, even as a tattered Philippine flag

]
'

attainable water conservation measures

that will result in ten percent water
volume reduction of their respective first
quarter (January to March 2023) water
consumption." _
The President also instructed ‘the
Local *Water Utilities Administratiopn_
National Water Resources Board, and the
Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Syster,
CEPoﬁ the same, BN b
_ Vate water service providers S
are. enjoined to submjtpﬁ the W(WRMPE;
"; onthly supply-demand projection
© determine a possible deficit in Water
Supply in the near future,
5 ‘National government-run WSPs are
immediately complete thee?rm B0
reduce non-revenue water aaiirqu?s wlo
ﬂlefllid;zglibution pipes," the Pimideﬁgzgd?
Siaar Bl
o o g emmentumtsareencmnaged
waterworks within a reasonable periog op
tme," he added in the memorandim, -
s Sident Marcos also said the WRMo)
quarterly
President,

Provide

through the Office of the

the

manilastandard.net)

the requests “of WSPs g,

updates to the Office of the




i " fas /
":Q . BLRATEGIC [t i Kok bl diaa] [ -/I Lo l
;(% .. i (’OMJ“UNICA.“ON . IPPER [‘sfl\g:: F‘ﬁNNER EDITORIAL  CARTOC
‘i%) : _ Con [ /swkv
S [NIIIMIV! mGE o
SERVICE ' il ‘UN 10 2&3

I"N:'f e

Mayon I|ke|yto
have

1azardous’
eruptlon

- BYRHAYDZ B. BARCIA, ARLIE 0. CALALO,
i MOISES CRUZ, RED MENDOZA, i
FRANCOJOSE C BARONA AND ARIC JOHN SY CUA

| OUNT MAYON, already res-
i tive for the past few days, is
.showing signs that it could
. be prlmed for a “hazardous” eruption
soon, the Philippine Institute of Vol-
canology and Seismology (Phivolcs)

~ said on Fnday | »EruptionA2

|
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EERUPTION FROM A1

As a precaution, authorities
have begun evacuating villag-
ers living inside the:6-kilometer
permanent danger zone (PDZ)
around the volcano, Sobb

The provincial Bovernment of
Albay has also declared g state of
calamity as it prepares for relief
operations once a major erup-
tion occurs.

Phivolcs Director Teresito Ba-
colcol told The Manila Times on
Thursday the agency is further
assessing the volcano's behavior
before raising the alert status from
the present Level 3 16 Level 4.

“And under Alert Level 4, there
is already what we call hazardous
eruption,” Bacolcol said.

He said other factors such as an
increase in sulfur dioxide (502),
higher seismicity and lava foun-
taining must be considered before
the alert level is raised,

Hesaid the possibility of phreatic
or steam-driven eruptions “is why
weinform the public not to venture
inside the 6-kilometer PDZ."

In Legazpi City, Dr. Paul Karson
Alanis, Phivolcs’ resident volca-
nologist chief in Bicol, said the
series of earthquakes in Masbate,
Camarines Sur and Camarines

Norte recently could also paint to

increased volcano activity.
Alanis told a meeting of the
Regional Disaster Risk Reduction

Management Council (RDRRMC) _

and Provincial Disaster Risk Re-
duction Management Council

- meeting in Legazpi on Thursday

v
1

. that aside from the earthquakes,

the new magma buildup on May-
- on's upper slopes could also be an
indication of furthér restiveness.
“We need to prepare because
of Pyroclastic Density Currents

" {PDC)" have been observed

I
I
|

L,e":.;.f.?{é said that debris fm}mﬁie
| 2018 eruption contindes fo cre-

- on Mayon, Alanis said.'PDCs.

speved byhevolcano. ...,

h_‘ati:rqd(f:ans.-__. LS R
It just accumulatinga force:

 foramagmaticexplosion, * Alanis *

 said'of Mayon's surge'of activity.

~ Hesaid there were lso rockfalls
. and earthquakes that preceded the

| major eruptionsin 2018 and 2014.
' Level 3 was raised on June 8
~ after lava was observed atthesum-
~ mit, triggerinig rockfalls and PDCs.
" Bacolcol said the conditions
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indicate that magma continues to
rise and make its way from deep
inside the volcano to the crater at
an increasing rate.

Phivolcs recorded 267 rockfalls

and two volcanic earthquakes

from June 5 to 8, compared to the
54 rockfalls from June 1 to 4, 2023,

Civil aviation authorities must
advise pilots to avoid flying close to
thevolcano's summit since ash from
a sudden eruption can be dangerous
to aircraft, Phivolcs said.

Over 18,000 residents within
the 6-kilometer permanent danger
zone will be evacuated on Fric[a_y.

At least 50 barangay in the

towns of Camalig, Daraga, Sto. -

Domingo, Guinobatan, Malili-
pot.and the cities of Tabaco and

. Ligao are expected to be affected
if Mayon erupts.

Albay Gov, Greco Lagman said

“the province has a P30 million®
_ " calamity fund that could be used
are streams of supetheated ash.,

for 3 Mayon eruption response,

+ Dr..Pancho Mella, chief 6f pro-
vindal veterinary services, said at -
“least 10,000 farm animals will be
ted 10 the Albay Parks and «
‘Wildlifegrounds, .

evacuated to
*‘The Philippitie Red Cross (PRC)
said it is deploying 18 trucks and
more than 30 personnel to Albay.

Among the assets deployed by

‘thie PRC are four water tankers
withifive water bladders, two water
. filtration units and tap stands, four
food trucks, two multipurpose
“Yans with health supplies, three

HELP ON THE WAY thepni
goods and equipment for residents in Albay,

Mayon Volcano. The Philippine Institute n_f Vv
June 9, 2023, that a ‘hazardous eruption’ wa

ML ERUsTion

S S AY RNV LA y
T AIORAALITNTARIAN RESRPOMLE
DO NOGT DELAY

trucks with 2,500 sleeping kits and
hygiene kits, and trucks camying
2,500 jerry cans from PRC's Metrg
Manila and Subic warehouses, and
PRC'’s Batangas Chapter.

In an interview during the de-
ployment ceremony at PRC's Lo-
gistics and Multipurpose Center in

‘Mandaluyong City, PRC Secretary-

General Gwendolyn Pang said the
assets will be fielded to eight towns
around Mayon.

Pang said the humanitarian
organization was requested by the
provincial government to assist
in extracting residents from the
permanent danger zones.

“We have been there in previous
eruptions. ... We are very much
prepared. Qur team there knows
what to do,” Pang said.

PRC Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive Officer Richard Gordon added
that it is much better fo be “over
prepared” in times of crisis such as

.. the Mayon eruption.

Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD) Secre-
tary Rex Gatchalian assured Albay

 officials on Friday that the DSWD
 Bicol office has lfeen “aggressively
« managing the situation” in antici-

pation of an eruption,

The DSWD plans to preposition
102,000 family food packs (Eps)
in warehouses close to the areas

that have been impacted by past
-Mayon etuptions. '

Guinobatan and Camalig have
the highest numbeér of evacuees,

ppine Red Cross in Mandaluyong City sends trucks containing
Bicol, who have been evacuated due to the increasing restiveness of
olcanology and Seismology has raised Alert Level 3 and said on Friday;
s expected anytime. PHOTO BY JOHN ORVEN VERDOTE

based on data from the 2018 erup-
tion as well as predictive analysis.

Albay First District Rep. Ed-
cel Lagman said his office has
worked alongside the DSWD,
Governor Lagman, Tabaco City
Mayor Krisel Lagman, and the
five mayors in his district in
Ppreparation for an eruption.’

“Food packs and other reliefitems
are now prepositioned for the even-
tual calamity,” Lagman said.

Albay Second District Rep. Joey
Salceda thanked the DSWD for
promptly fulfilling his request for
food packs for 9,829 families in
Camalig, Daraga, Guinobatan,
Santo Domingo, and Malilipot,
which are within the 6-kilometer
and 7-kilometer danger zones.

The Office of Civil Defense
(OCD) has directed its offices in
Bicol and Calabarzon to heighten
their monitoring and close co-
ordination with local Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
Councils and support agencies
to_ensure the safety of the com-
munities around Mayon and Taal
Volcano in Batangas, which has
also shown signs of restiveness.

Civil Defense Administrator and
National DRRMC Executive Direc-
tor Undersecretary Ariel Nepo-
Mmuceno said on Friday his staff is
coordinating with the Phivolcs and
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, Depart-
ment of Health for interventions
that need to he implemented.
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20,000 flee restive Mayon

Blast at summit sign of possible eruption as Albay declares state of calamity

By Charles Dantes, Rio N.
Araja, and Maricel V. Cruz

" AYON Volcano’s

- crater glowed well

_into the night on
Friday as state volcanologists
said it erupted at the summit
and a bigger blast was
possible, while authorities
evacuated thousands of
residents from its surrounding
towns and awaited an
escalation to Alert Level
4, one step higher than the
activity that saw the lava flow
down its slopes yesterday.

¢

The Albay provincial povernment on
Friday declared a state of calamity as

Next page

MAYON AGLOW., Mayon Volcano's crater is aglow with frash fava in this photo.
taken at 8:30'p.m. last night by Phivolcs, while James Albert Polero's photo shows ]
pyroclastic movement as seen from Brgy. Bonga, Bacacay, Albay, on Friday (inset),
The entire province of Albay has been placed under a state of calamity as police help
residents climb onto trucks to take them away from the volcano's danger.zone, Phivoles,
Albay PNP photos
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20000 fiem j . mmdfmm 1 tOZODMOHday . . Baculcol said;, mere m two posmblc- and Rescue Teamsrwho “shall be first to |
Y ‘Due to the danger of. pyroclasnc ! events that may ha vated tical |
From Al density currents, lava flows, rockfalls, and - - “Thi oy y happen.. be deplayed. We also. acti a Cri

ghtened roclct‘a.ll actmty at

other: volcanic haza:ds Mayon could be mterpreted as the initial

Incident Monrtonng Action Tcam that will-.

yon's unrest prompied the evacuation - re _
;i East 20,000 residents' around its' ki
six-kilometer permanent danger zone' and - (P
nearby aras, according to local officials. .
' Thesrateofcalamﬂy]sexpectedtospead .

*p the reease of funds to assist the affected 5t
res:demsc

- ‘it may also - just like what happened

102014 after rock fall eyents there was saf
e a mmcr lava flow, “and: then the
o ceased,"he said

ippine
_of Volcanology ‘and’ Sclsmology'
(Phwo]cs) confirmed Friday. ~ * - lome
“The voleano emxttedplum&cthatreached. v
80(} meters iz]l whde Its edifice was

“In a TV mtcrwcw Phwolcs Dmactor
Ten:sm Bacolcol said an eruption and six .. bel
pyroclastic density currents (PDC) were
Iecmﬂed from the volcano,
~_“This would imply a continuous supply
of magma to the surface, dislodging all the

new surface of the Java dome,” Bacolcol - ¢ ]
© said “Right naw, there is an eruption on Vo

the sunilmt” a.ccolmt.
ing the al’en level in the active
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Gov't keeping close eye on Taal, Kanlaon activities too

respective  communities amid the Executive Director, Undersecretary “We are coordinating with Phivoles on

By Chisrieg Ddntas inclr:':ased activity from Mayon and Taal Ariel Nepomuceno said the OCD  the voleanic activities of Mayon and Tﬂx§|
THE Office of Civil Defense (OCD) has  volcanoes. is coordinating with the Philippine as well as with the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources, Diepart-

Civil Defense Administrator and Institute of Volcanology and Seismology

ordered its offices in the Bicol region and

(Phivoles) and other govemment agencies

ment of Health, and our counterparts in

Calabarzon to heighten their monitoring

National Disaster Risk Reduction and

w

' Bicol Reéipn and Calabarzon for inter-

 ventions that need to be implemented,” |

Nepomuceno said.
“Mayon Volcano is now at alert level
3. We call on the communities in the area
 to always follow the warnings and orders
of authorities such as the evacuation
inside the six-kilometer radius Permanent
Danger Zone or PDZ. This is due to the
danger of pyroclastic density currents,
lava flows, tockfalls, and other volcanic
hazards in Mayon Volcano,” he said.
But Phivolcs on Friday said it was

activities and to coordinate with their Management Council (NDRRMC) in its continuous monitoring.
biDs W AT ST T e G -
Gov't safe to visit scenic Albay province and
Yooy sl ‘ Taal town in Batangas during the June 1
From A1 R to 12 long weekend, despite th

voleanoes.
acolcol said the public should wear face
masks if they decide to go to Taal due to

“the presence of volcanic smog, which has

Phivoles officer-in-charge Teresito

reached the towns of Laurel, Talisay, and |

Agoncillo in Batangas.

“It's safe as long as we protect

ourselves by wearing face masks,”
Bacolcol said in Filipino. “We are used
to wearing face masks because of the
pandemic. So let us wear face masks
to protect ourselves from the volcanic
smog.”

. People visiting Albay, on the other
‘hand, must avoid the six-kilometer
permanent danger zone around Mayon
'Bacolcol said, ‘ v, A
“It’s s‘:etfe to go to Albay as long as
they tzfmt enter the permanent danger
zones,” he added.
. The Phivolcs chief reminded the
.pubhc_ tha;. bermanent danger zones
~could be expanded if the alert status of
. Mayon went up.
Meanwhile, Phivoles said volcanic
-activity in Mt. Kanlaon in Negros may
be pointing towards higher chances of a
| phreatic eruption, : -
__Tl_:le volcano has been under Alert
_I_Jevel 1 since 2020 due to an increase in

low-frequency volcanic earthquakes.
Based on its latest '
Phivolcs has observed at
volcanic earthquakes, with the volcano's
edifice inflated. On Monday, Kanlaon

also emitted over 1,000 tons of sulfur |

dioxide.

Phivoles Chief Science Research |

Spf?cialist Maria Antonia Bornas said that
While magmatic eruptions are stil] more
dangerous than phreatic eruptions, they
¢an stjl] be worrisome.

. “The problem with phreatic eruptions
is that many such eruptions occur without |

Precursory signals. In recent Years
phreatic eruptions have killed more than
magmatic eruptions,” she said,

moniforing, |
least three |



Sy STRATEGIC [ | | | [ 1] I:I
COMMUNICATION 0 0 UFPER FAGE1  BANWER EDITORIAL CARTOON
NS AND r [ ] sfoRr Sowr
s Y [y A TVES TAGE TOWER

mw—_?:::’ﬂ Servick Aotk .
/s JUN 10 2823

DATE

spill-hiticommunities ™




PAGE 1 INER
STORY STORY

EDITORIAL CARTOON

STRATEGIC
& COMMUNICATION B A,' ' lmé
AND ]
“—--"""“' INITIATIVES “.S]nes Or PAGE LOWER

w SERVICE

TITLE :

 Aload ookl oy s

PAGE

JUN 10 N3

DATE

‘Breathe, refresh and restart’

VA

By REX ANTHONY NAVAL

SCIENTIFIC approach will be

adopted to ensure the rehabilitation

of areas and communities affected
by the oil spill caused by the sinking of the
MT Princess Empress in Naujan, Oriental
Mindoro, on February 28.

“In line with the President’s
guidance for a whole-of-nation ap-
proach in dealing with the conse-
quences of disasters, we are under-
taking this multi-sector scientific
conference so that the pool of ex-
pertise on this subject matter can
be tapped to ensure that our way
forward in rehabilitation and re-
covery is effective,” Office of Civil
Defense (OCD) Administrator, Un-
dersecretary Ariel F. Nepomuceno
said in a briefing on June 1.

The QCD chief, who also chairs
the National Task Force on Oil
Spill Management, said the scien-
tific conference is scheduled this
month, and will focus on recov-
ery initiatives that would be truly
helpful to the affected communi-
ties in “terms of economy, the
environment and sustainability.”

Expected to participate in the
conference are a number of scientif-
ic agencies, academic institutions,
relevant government departments,
local government units (LGUs) and
other stakeholder organizations.

“The aim of the conference is
to facilitate the conduct of a post-
disaster niebd assessment (PDNA) to
determine the effects and impacts of
the oil spill incident on the affected
areas, including general long-term
impacts on agriculture (fisheries),
the marine environment, tourism
and livelihood, among others,” the
OCD chief stressed.

End of siphoning ops
ALSO, Nepomuceno said they are
looking forward to the conclusion

of siphoning operations by the
dynamic support vessel Fire Opal,
which arrived in Oriental Mindoro
to perform its task on May 28.

The ship was chartered by Ma-
layan Towage and Salvage Corp.

It left Singapore on May 19
and arrived at Subic Freeport Zone

on May 26 before starting opera-
tions in Oriental Mindoro.

The entire siphoning opera-
tion is expected to cover between
_ 20 and 30 days.

The vessel will be used for oil
extraction operations, transfer-
ring of oily waste to a tanker, and
disposal of the collected oil.

MT Princess Empress was load-
ed with 800,000 liters of industrial
fuel oil when it sank off Naujan,
Oriental Mindoro, on February 28,

There are conflicting reports
on how much MT Princess Empress
was insured for, and whether the
amount is enough to cover the on-
going cleanup and rehabilitation of
affected communities.

Earlier reports placed it at
around $1 billion, while some
placed it at $284 million.

Philippine Coast Guard (P¢
spokesperson Rear Admiral
mand Balilo said about 120,00(
240,000 liters of oil are expecte:
be extracted by Fire Opal.

“We are looking forward to
conclusion of the siphoning op:
tions, for this will herald the ¢
duct of the scientific confere:
The conference will jumpstart
conduct of the PDNA and re
ery planning by recommenc
valuation methods of affected
vironmental [assets],"OCD dep
administrator for operations,
sistant Secretary Bernarde R
elito Alejandro IV, said.

“The outputs of the confers
will serve as the basis for the
mulation of a comprehensive
bilitation and recavery plan for
affected areas,” he added.
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83.74% of affected
coastlines cleaned

"IN the June 1-meeting, the PCG

also reported that of the 79.33

~km (83.74 percent) of affected

coastlines, 66.433 km had been ac-
ceptably cleaned with only 12.89
km (16.26 percent) remaining for
cleanup.

The ongoing cleanup opera-
tions yielded 44,656.30 liters of
oily water mixture, 10,708 sacks,
997 drums, 119 pails, and 648 one-
tonner bags of oil-contaminated

~sand/debris and oily waste from

Calabarzon, Mimaropa, and Re-
gion 6. !
Meanwhile, the Department
of Social Welfare and Development
also reported the disbursement of
more than P611 million worth of
assistance in the form of family
food packs, non-food items, emer-
gency cash transfers, and cash-for-
work to the affected communities,
The total assistance provided
by all relevant agencies amounts to
more than P476 million.

To date, the oil spill has left
P58,137,124 worth of damages and |
losses to fisheries, affected more |

than 27,500 fisherfolk, and caused

15 local government units to de-

clare a state of calamity. W
More than 42,400 families’

had been affected coming from

the 107 areas of Oriental Mindoro,
Palawan, Antique and Batangas.

- Drinking water resources check

The OCD said that surveillance of
all drinking water resources and
chemical hazards in areas affected
by the oil spill in Oriental Mindoro
prevince is ongoing,

This is part of the whole-of-na-
tion approach in dealing with the
oil spill that affected a large num-
ber of communities in Oriental
Mindoro and nearby provinces to
ensure that the health of residents
in affected communities will not be
severely impacted,

“To  continuously  caution
the communities on the dangers

CONTINUED ON Az

CONTINUED FROM A1

of the spill, the Department of
Health (DOH) has been conduct-
ing surveillance of drinking water
resources and exposed individuals
to chemical hazards along with the
release of public health advisories,”
Alejandro said.

“Health assessments will con-
tinue to be conducted by the Cen-
ters for Health Development on the
affected population, along with the
monitoring of the latest situation,
status of response operations, and
possible assistance from the DOH
Central Office,” Alejandro said.

Raps vs ‘conspirators’ filed

AS this developed, the National
Bureau of Investigation-Environ-
mental Crime Division on June 6
filed criminal complaints before
the Department of Justice against
35 individuals, including PCG per-
sonnel and the owners of the sunk-
en MT Princess Empress that caused
a massive oil spill that threatened
the waters off Oriental Mindoro
and other nearby provinces.

. Charged with falsification
of the certificate of public conve-
nience (CPC) are seven incorpora-
tors and directors of RDC Reield
Marine Services Company, the

company that owned the sunken
oil tanker, the captain of the MT
Princess . Empress, along with six
crew members and 19 personnel
from the PCG of varying ranks,

“Issuance of an authenticated
form, a document Purporting to
be a copy of an original document
when no such original exists. RDC
Reield directors are presumed to be
the authors of the falsified docu-
ment as they were in possession of
the same and made use of the doc-
ument,” DOJ spokesperson Jose
Dominic Clavano said.

He also pointed out that the
owners of the sunken ship ben-
efitted from the use of the falsified

document.

The captain of the MT Princess
Empress was liable as he was con-
sidered a general agent of the ship
owner.

As for the PCG personnel, Cla-
vano said they were found liable
“as they conduct pre-departure in-
spections for domestic oil tankers
prior to voyage, and first and fore-
most on their checklist is to check
the validity of the CPC.”

In line with this, a director
and a regional head of the Mari-
time Industry Authority (Marina)
in Region 5, along with two offi-
cials of RDC Reield, were charged

with falsification of construction
certificate and tonnage measure-
ment; certificate of ownership; and
certificate of Philippine registry.

" “The officials from Marina and
RDC Reield Marine Services Inc.
allegedly conspired for the purpose
of illegally registering the MT Prin-
cess Empress with false documents,”
Clavano explained.

Likewise, two officials of RDC
Reield were charged with perjury
under Article 183 of the Revised
Penal Code.

Among the documents alleg-
edly perjured were the supporting
documents to apply for a tonnage
measurement certificate.

“The two company officials,
through the falsified construction
certificate, and the perjured af-
fidavit of ownership and builder's
certificate, obtained the tonnage
measurement certificate signed by
the engineers of Marina. The cer-
tificate was issued in favor of MT
Princess Empress,” the DOJ spokes-
person pointed out,

Clavano said Pola, Oriental
Mindoro Mayor Jennifer Cruz also
stood as a complainant in the case
aside from the NBI.

Pola was among the towns
that sustained the most damage |
from the oil spill.




