
 

08 June 2023 Thursday 
aturday300000000000000000000000000



STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND~=:;:;~INITIATIVES

, SERVICE.......",
BusinessMirror

TITlE:

D
PAGE 1
STORY

D D D
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

- OE ~ 3
DATE

{Water or dirty politics?

WATER, I mean clean, potable, sufficient and steady supply
of water to all Filipinos, 24 hours a day, is a matter oflife
and death. It is as basic as having oxygen for everyone to .

survive on earth.

It is in this light that President
Bongbong Marcos is taking con-
crete effort to confront and resolve
this major issue, early in his six-year
term, with environment-friendly
surface water, as the major water
source, in focus.

He recently issued EO 22 creat-
ing the Water Resources Manage-
ment Office (WRMO) to integrate
and harmonize government efforts
that will manage the country's water
resources and ensure water supply
for us, amid the threat of El Nino
phenomenon, expected towards the
year-end until mid-next year.

The new water body and all ex-
isting government agencies such as
the National Water Resources Board.
(NWRB), MWSS, LWUA,LLDAand
all the Water Districts in the coun-
try will be under the Department of
EnvironmentandNaturalResources ..
Per the EO, an-undersecretary that
the President will appoint soon will

lead the WRMO. That is how PBBM
Iooks and addresses. the water sup-
ply situation nationwide as a major
item of the nation's interests, and
supports the creation of a Depart-
ment of Water Management.

Well, it's very encouraging to
see what seems to be the mindset
of President Marcos and most of
our senators and representatives in
Congress. The administration is de-
termined to create an agency or in-
stitution devoted to ensuring clean,
potable and steady water supply, for
all households and the various indus-
tries' needs. Hence, the bill is now up
for legislative deliberation and pretty
soon, its approval.

Despite the viable efforts of the
President and of our national offi-
-cials to make sure Filipinos do not
endure water scarceness, the exact
opposite, however, is the norm in the
countryside-in Bohol province, in
particular. It makes me sad thatthere

To avert water crisis in Bohol, ap-
proval or extension of the current
permit is needed. This will help
alleviate the impending water
problem and lessen the anxiety of
the Boholanos. Will they get wa-
ter, or will rotten politics prevail?

are LGUofficials or local politicians
who think and act in a diametrically
opposite direction, against the objec-
tive of PBBM. In Bohol, it appears
to the people that their choice is
between water and rotten politics.

The matter of steady water supply
in Bohol is the responsibility of its
local officials, but former Governor
Edgar Chatto didn't do anything.
Among other concerns relative to wa-
ter, the tourist arrivals have doubled
from about 80,000 to 120,000 in six
months in 2022. There would be a
major problem if resorts and hotels
there will have no water supply

Aprivate entity, Richli Corp., saw
the need to do it, and is responding
to the call of Boholanos for a steady
supply of clean and potable water
to each and every household. But

. instead of getting support, they are
being opposed and ·oppressed or
given a hard time.

Richli started distributing water
in Boholin2018withits 7-stage, state
of the art water treatment plant. It
sources its supply from surface wa-
ter from Malingin Falls of Cortes
town, and it serves Tagbilaran City,
Panglao, Dauis, Cortes and Baclayon.
My inquiry reveals that concession-
aires are satisfied with their service,
including Panglao International
Airport and the famous resorts in
the area.
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To improve and expand their
water source and cover more areas,
the private corporation is seeking
additional water permit so it can
proceed with the infra construction.
But every obstacle was placed before
them. Very disappointing, indeed,
since documents will show that then
governor now Congressman Chatto
refused to issue an excavation permit
to applicant Richli Corp. even if the
Provincial Engineer's Office already
gave its nod and despite having paid
the required fees.

The wife of Chatto who is the
mayor of Balilihan, Bohol, also op-
posed the application of Richli for
water permit, while Vice Governor
Relampagos questioned the opera-
tion of Richli with the NWRB. In an-
other case, to clear any legal obstacle
to an existing permitee, Richli went
to NWRB to secure a water permit to
extract water at Ohan Spring located
in Lourdes, Cortes, Bohol.

The petition WM gl'a.nted in Sep-
tember 2021 by NWRB. However,
Bohol Water Utilities Inc. filed a mo-
tion for reconsideration. Up to now,
it remains undecided by its Execu-
tive Director Sevillo David Jr. In the
meantime, Boholanos are seen fac-
ing water supply problems with the
projected ElNino phenomenon in the
coming months. Toavert water crisis
in Bohol,approval or extension of the
current permit is needed. This will
help alleviate the impending water
problem and lessen the anxiety of
the Boholanos. Will they g,etwater,
or will rotten politics prevail?

Tobe continued.

For comments, e-mail me@andalbilly@yahoo.
com
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oeD to Japqn:
Don't dump'
nuke water'

,...·f 'i~ .' ...;.

The. Office of Civil -De...'
ferise (OCD) expressedYits '
concern yesterday over/Ja-
pan's plan to release nuclear
wastewater into the Pacific
Ocean in the coming 'weeks. ,1

OCD admimstraton.erielel
Nepomuceno said they are (iP- ~
pealing to the Japanese govern-
mentto "reconsider this course
of action, explore other ~ter~,
native options, and continue
its study on the implications
of their planned disposal of
nuclear conta,IxliMte4 wa~.""
J "We trust that Jar'afi"YlU
keep the wclfare of the, PAAr
pIes 'of the Asia-Pa-onc):e
and the' protection of, t
ocean paramount," he ad(te
Nepomuceno said,th,.

OCD will convene the sdence-"
based agencies of theNati9:pal
Disaster Risk Reduction, and
Management Council such
as the Departments of Health, '""
Science and' Tech:riologyMd'
Environment and Natural Re-
sources as well as the OO5T's
Philippine Nuclear Research
Institute to evaluate the.,poS""
sible impact of Japan/sp~
to dump the water.

At least 1.3millionto,ns'bf
wastewater has accumulated
at the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant 12years
after it was damaged by a';
tsunami in 2011.

The facility's operator,
Tokyo Electric Power, said,
storage space for the water
is about to run out.

The OCD said marine
experts have warned that the
radioactive isotope tritium'
in the wasterwater poses
environmental, ecolo~ica1.
and biological hazards.

The United Nations' nude-
arwatchdog, the International'
Atomic Energy Agency, is'
expected to announce its firial
assessment of the wastewater
disposal later this month.
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PCG
By Abby Boiser
@AbbyBoiserINQ

The National Bureau of Investi-
gation's Environmental Crime
Division has filed in the De-
partment of Justice (DOn multi-
ple cases against 35 people over
the sinking of MT Princess Em-
press which caused an oil spill
in Oriental Mindoro.

Charged on Monday with
falsifying public documents

and using falsified documents
were seven officials of ship-
owner RDC Reield Marine Ser-
vices Inc., six crew members of
the oil tanker and 19 members
of the Philippine Coast Guard.
Two ROC officials are also fac-
ing a complaint for perjury.
. On the other hand, charges

of falsifying public documents
were filed against the Maritime
Industry Authority (Marina) Re-
gion V director, and the chief of

the Marina Shipyard in Region V.
Aside from the NBI, Mayor

Jennifer Cruz of Pola, Orien-
tal Mindoro was also a com-
plainant in the case since her
town was among those affected
by the oil spill.

DOJ spokesperson Jose CIa
vano, in a briefer on Tuesday,
said that officials from Marina
and RDC allegedly conspired
to illegally register MT Princ-
es Empress using false docu-

ments, including a certificate of
public convenience (CPC).

"The document falsified is
the certificate of public con-
venience or CPC," Clavano
said, adding that an authen-
ticated copy was issued even
though no original document
had been issued in the first
place.

The CPC is a permit given to
a domestic water transport ser-
vice provider which allows it to

operate a vessel for commercial
or public use.

The NBI also said that
the 19 Coast Guard members
were liable since they failed to
check if the CPC was authen-
tic when they conducted the
pre-departure inspection of
the oil tanker.

Carrying 800,000 liters of
industrial fuel oil, MT Princess
Empress sank off' the coast of
Naujan in Oriental Mindoro

due to engine trouble on Feb.
28. The oil that leaked from the
tanker spread as far as Palawan
and Batangas provinces.

The Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources reported the
estimated damage to people's

. livelihoods at nearly PI billion,
while the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council said that 172,928 people
were affected. -WITH A REPORT
FROM TETCH TORRES-TUPAS INQ
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PRECIOUS METALS PRODUCTION
SPIKED IN 01, SAYS MOB

., Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Elevated prices and high-
er output of certain metals
pushed up metal production

. in the Philippines in the first
quarter of this year, a report
from the Mines and Geosci-
ences Bureau (MGB) showed.

The value of metal pro-
duction reached P58.92 billion

T in the three months ending
March, an increment of 22.83

_percent from P47.97 billion in
the same period a year ago.

"The upbeat performance
was inspired by the growth in
the volume and value of gold,
nickel direct shipping are and
chromite," the MGB said.

Gold clinched the top spot
with P27.74 billion, equivalent
to a share of 47.08 percent. '

The collective output of
nickel ore and other nickel
by-products finished second

: with P23.85 billion or a 40.48
percent share.

Copper settled at third with

P6.52 billion (11.06 percent)
while that of silver, chromite
and iron ore made up for the re-
maining 1.38 percent or P81O.2
million of the total value.

The price -of the yellow
precious metal inched up by
less than a percent to $1,889.05
per troy ounce from $1,874.91
per troy ounce during the ref-
erence period. Average prices
of nickel, copper, and silver
declined.

Nickel prices averaged
$11.78 per pound from $12.74
per pound.

"But the said prices are still
way higher than their prepan-
demic levels fromzoic to 2021
[when] prices were only at a
one-digit mark playing around
$5-9 per pound," the agency
noted.

. The price -of copper
dropped to $4.05" per pound
from $4.53 per pound.

Silver prices decreased to
$22.94 per troy ounce from
$23.95 per troy ounce year-on-
year. INQ
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DMCI Mining to ship 1.5 M wet
metric tons of nlckelore thls year

By IRIS GONZALES
~~ -~~
DMCI Mining Corp. of the

Consunji Group aims to ship
1.5 million wet metric tons
(WMT) of nickel ore this year.

This comes after its sub-
sidiary Zambales Diversified
Metals Corp. successfully
obtained an eiwironmental
compliance certificate (ECC)
in January to produce two mil-
lion WMT of nickel ore.

DMCI Mining president
Tulsi Das Reyes said the com-
pany is now targeting to pro-
duce up to two millions tons
of nickel ore this year.

"We have the necessary
facilities and mitigating mea-
sures to minimize the impact
of our operations on the envi-
ronment. With these in place,
we're targeting to produce
anywhere between 1.7 million
to 2 million tons of nickel ore
this. year," Reyes said: .

Prior to the.ECC issuance,
ZDMC was only allowed to
extract one million WMT.

From January to March,
ZDMC's nickel ore production
increased to 599,0.0.0.WMT, its
highest-ever quarterly output
from 318,0.0.0WMT or an in-

. crease of 88 percent.

This led to a 16 percent im-
provement in total inventory
to 178,00.0 WMT;

However, total shipment
declined 'by 21 percent to
487,0.00 WMT due to the de-
pletion of the BNC mine and
stockpile, cushioned by the
double-digit growth of ZDMC
shipment.

Average selling price iri-
creased by 11 percent to $49
owing to higher Zambales
shipments of higher-grade
nickel ore.

Despite ·the mine and
stockpile depletion of Berong,
standalone revenues of DMCI

Mining declined by eight
percent to P1.3 billion due to
better selling prices.

Reported net income,
meanwhile, contracted by 15
percent to P463 million.

Incorporated in 2007, DMCI
Mining is in the business of
mining, buying, shipping
and transporting, all kinds of
ores, metals and minerals. It
involves surface mining and

. direct shipping of nickel ore
and is conducted through
simple benching operation
using -excavators and trucks
in 5ta. Cruz and Candelaria,
Zambales.
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Phi metallic production up 22.8% in'Q1
By DAMESSA RIVERA

The value of the country's
metallic mineral production
rose by nearly 23 percent in
the first quarter, largely due
to higher production of most
metals and favorable gold
prices.

Latest data from theMines
and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) showed metal pro-
duction increased by 22.83
percent to PSS.92 billion in the
first three months of the year.
Gold was the top contributor
to the total production value
with 47.08 percent, equivalent
Ita 1'27.74 billion.

Nickel took the second spot
,vith 40.48 percent valued at

3.85 billion, followed by
pper with 11.06 percent or

'6.52 billion.
Meanwhile, the consoli-

aled value of silver, chromite,
nd iron ore accounted for

about 1.38 percent or PO.81
billion of the total production
value, the MGB data showed.

In terms of prices, gold pric-
es continued. their steady rise
to P$1,889.05 per troy ounce
from Pl,874.91 per troy ounce.

On the other hand, nickel,
'copper, and silver prices de-
clined during the quarter,
MGBsaid.

Nickel prices declined to
$11.78 per pound from S12.74
per pound while copper fell
to $4.05 per pound from $4.53

.per pound. Silver prices were
down to $22.94 per troy ounce
from $23.95 per troy ounce.

While the prices of these
metals went down yeu-on-
year, MGB said these price
levels remained higher than
pre-pandemic levels.

"If we go beyond the re-
view period by looking closely
at the second half of 2022, the
prices during the first quarter

of 2023 were still at a higher
level and prices are still way
above their pre-pandemic
levels, U the bureau said.

In term. of production,
gold saw an 17 percent jump
in volume to 8,327 kilograms
from 1,223 kilograms. ,

The MGB said Philippines
Gold Processing and Refin-
ing Corp. in Masbate was the
top gold producer during the
quarter with 1,442 kilograms
valued at P4.8 billion followed
by Oceana Gold Phils Inc.
(OGPI) with 929 kilograms
valued at P3.1 billion.

"The re-entry of Greenstone
Resources Corporation into
the production scene this year
has also boosted production.
Said company has been under
care and maintenance status
since 2018," the bureau said,
noting the company produced
79 kilograms of gold valued at
PO.26 billion. .

ickel ore production also
rose to 3.997 million dry met-
ric tons (DMT).

The MGB said only 13 out
of 33 nickel operating mines
recorded production during
the quarter.

Rio Thba Nickel Mining
Corp. topped the list with
1.205 million dry metric tons
in production, followed by
Eramen Mineral Inc. with
587,565 dry metric tons.

The remaining 20 mines
had no production mainly
due to weather conditions or
under care & maintenance,
MGBsaid.

On the other hand, copper
output slipped to 64,730 dry
metric tons from 64,841 dry
metric tons from the country's
three producers, namely Car-
men Copper Corp. (CCC) in
Cebu, OceanaGold Phils Inc.
(OGPl) in Nueva Vizcaya, and
Philex Mining Corp. (PMC) in

Benguet.
"In terms of distribution,

CCC accounted for 55 per-
cent or 35,648 dry metric
tons, OGPI for 25 percent or
16,299 dry metric tons and
PMC contributed 20 percent
or 12,783 dry metric tons,"
MGBs.id.

White metals saw a lacklus-
ter performance with volume
falling to 11,327 kilograms
from 12,657 kilograms.

Government data showed
the Balabag Gold-Silver Proj-
ect of 1V1 Resource Devel-
opment (Phils) Inc. in Zam-
boanga del Sur continued
to outperform the others,
accounting for almost 37
percent or 4,221 kilograms
valued at PO.16 billion of the
country's total silver produc-
tion.

Chromite production rose
by 14 percent to 20,496 dry
metric tons from 18,036 dry

metric tons while iron or~
output remained sluggish, de!
dining by 24 percent to 33,41
dry metric tons.

The MGB said it rema~
upbeat for the minerals see;
tor 'due to growing deman~
for nickel and gold, hing"'1
on the lifting of China's ze"'1
COVID-19 policy in DecembeJi
last year.

"The bulk of our nickel are
has always been exported to
China. During the last two
years, almost 97 percent at
our nickel direct shipping ore
exports went to China and
the rest to Japan and South
Korea," it said.

"On gold, the div erse use
of these precious metals in
jewelry, technology, and in:
vestment assets as a haven
during economic slowdowns!
crises is what placed it in an
advantageous position," the
MGBsaid.
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Climate change caul
76.8% of corals.by 2,1

YDNEY: Researchers from the Uni-
versity of New South Wales (UNSW
Sydney) has estimated that 76.8 per-

cent of corals across the world would catch
.disease by 2100 amid global warming.

In their new study published creases in coral disease prevalence.
in the Ecology Letters journal on Accordingto the study;the global
Wednesday, the researchers ere- coral disease prevalence tripled to
ated a data set encompassing 108 9.92 percent between 1992 to 2018.
papers on global coral disease for When predicting future estimates of
a further meta-analysis. coral disease, the model suggested

They found that both rising aver- that the disease prevalence could
age summer sea surface tempera- reach 76.8 percent in 2100 if tem-
tures (SSfs) and weekly sea surface peratures continue to rise.
temperature anomalies (WSSTAs) Samantha Burke, lead author
were associated with global in- of the study and PhO candidate

at UNSW Sydney, said that the
findings highlight the devastating
impacts of rising temperatures on
coral reefsand the dire need for swift
action to mitigate climate change.

"Coral disease is a serious cause
of coral mortality globally and reef
decline, and our modeling predicts
it will only continue to worsen,"
said Burke.

The scholar warned that as coral
disease prevalence is climbing
across the globe, more coral will
become diseased without urgent
action taken to address warming
temperatures.

"Asthe ocean warms, it increas-
es coral stress which can decrease

it
its immune response," sa d Burke.
"Increasing temperatures can also
create more favorable conditions
for the pathogen causing disease. "

At the current stage, dentists
have yet to identify many of the
disease-causing pathogen .

"It's still relatively unknown
whether the microbes as sociated
with diseased coral are tl e cause
or a symptom of disease, ust that
the coral is sick, and the .issue is
dying," Burke said.

"Whether the fungi or bacteria
present caused disease or merely
fed on the dying tissue is unclear,
so researchers need to study it
further," she added. XI HUA
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NOW CLEAR Legazpi City residents and visitors get a full view of the perfect conical shape of Mayon Volcano amid clear skies on Tuesday morning. Government volcanologists continue monitor-

ing the volcano, which has been plac@dund@ral@rtlmll du@toits incr@asing unr@st._JOHNMICMAILMANJUU/CONTIIiUTOl
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LAHAR FROM MAYON SLOPES
THREATENS ALBAY VILLAGES

B~ Ma. April Mier-Manjares
'@InquirerLuzon,~~~------------------

risks in the affected areas.
"There is a threshold of

rainfall volume that - could
generate lahar, and we have
an alert level system based on
rainfall volume, which informs
the actions to be taken by the
communities," Azur added.

Paul Karson Alanis, resident
volcanologist at the Philippine
Institute of Volcanology and Seis-
mology (Phivolcs) Legazpi, said
the volume of new deposits was
still small but. this might add to
the old deposits during lahar flow.

In its Wednesday bulletin,
Phivolcs said it recorded 46
rockfall events over a za-hour
monitoring period.

Phivolcs raised Mayon's
warning status to alert level 2 on
Monday due to "shallow magmat-
ic processes" that could lead to
phreatic (steam-driven) eruptions
or hazardous magmatic eruptions.

In Batangas province, Tal-
isay Mayor Nestor Natanauan
suspended classes in public and
private schools on Wednesday
due to the continued volcanic
sulfur dioxide emission from
Taal Volcano which remains
under alert level i.

Natanauan, in a Facebook
post Wednesday, said he sus-
pended classes after vog (vol-
canic smog) reached the town.
Vog consists of fine droplets
containing acidic volcanic gas. It
causes irritation to the eyes and
throat and it- can be harmful to
persons with respiratory illness.

In its 11 a.m. advisory on
Wednesday, Phivolcs reported
"ongoing degassing activity"
at Taal Volcano over the past
24 hours. -WITH A REPORT FROM
DELFIN T. MALLARI JR.INQ

LEGAZPI CITY-Residents inAl-
bay are bracing for the possibility
of rain-triggered lahar flow from
the slopes of Mt Mayon as the
volcano continues to show signs
of heightened activity this week.

Levy Lourdes Nunez, village
chief of Mabinit here, said the
newly emitted volcanic materials
and the old deposits from Mayon
might be carried down by rain-
water along the Bogfia gully in
their adjacent barangay now that
the rainy season has started.

"Another hazard that makes
us fearful is the flooding with la-
har flow. We are afraid that the
quarry operations on the slopes
of the volcano could open the
channels leading to our village,"
Nunez said in a phone interview
on Wednesday.

Ruthie Pacala, forecaster
at the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronom-
ical Services Administration
Legazpi, said Tropical Storm
"Chedeng" (international name:
Guchol) would not directly af-
fect or bring heavy rainfall to the
province. Albay, she said, is ex-
pected to experience only light
to moderate rains and thunder-
storms in the next few days.

Nunez said all 390 house-
holds, 'oJ;"more than 1,700 res-
idents, within the 8.5- to 9-ki-
lometer radius of Mayon were
always evacuated during every
volcanic eruption.

Miladee Azur, head of the
disaster risk reduction and
management office, said the
evacuation orders would be
based on the assessment of
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By ROMINA CABRERA

The Philippine Institute of Volca-
nology and Seismology (Phi voles) is
monitoring ongoing degassi -gactiv-
ity in Taal Volcano, the second time in
less than a week.

Phivolcs said that significait volca-
nic !'!mog or vog has formed rver the
Taal caldera and •.•urroundii.g areas
since Tuesday, forcing the suspension
of classes in nearbv towns.

The agency ha; monitore lnctive
degassing of Taal's main erat 'r in the
past 24 hours, with vis-ible ur welling

Turn to Page 4
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of volcanic fluids in the main
crater lake and voluminous
steam-rick plumes that rose
2,000meters.

Sulfur dioxide flux mea-
sured 7,680 tons on the same
day, slightly lower than the
9,391 tons per day monitored
last Monday.

"Vogcan be expected to per-
sist over the Taal region while
degassing activity,weak wind
movement and humid atmo-
spheric conditions prevail,"
Phivolcs said in an advisory

"In addition, acid rain can
be generated during periods
of rainfall and volcanic gas
emission over areas where
the plume disperses, causing
damage to crops' and affect-
ing metal roofs of houses and
buildings," it added.

Phivolcs warned of in-
creased and continuous degas-
sing activity since the evening
of June 3.

The state volcanology bu-
reau said that Taal remains '
under Alert Level I, "which
means that it is still in abnor-
mal condition and should not
be interpreted to have ceased
unrest nor ceased the threat of
eruptive activity."

Under Alert Levell, sud-
den steam-driven or phre-
atic explosions, volcanic earth-
quakes, minor ashfall and
lethal accumulations or expul-
sionsof volcanic gas can occur.
, Phivolcs said an uptrend
in monitored parameters that
could signal renewed unrest
may warrant raising to Alert
Level 2.

The agency warned that
vog, which consists of fine
droplets containing volcanic
gas such as sulfur dioxide,
which is acidic, could cause
irritation of the eyes, throat
.and respiratory tract. .

Phivolcsadvised residents to
limit their exposure by staying
indoors and shutting doors and
windows to block out vog.

It emphasized that entry
into Taal Volcano Island or
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the permanent danger zone
remains strictly 'prohibited.

Wearing of N95 face masks
and drinking water to reduce
throat irritation can also be
applied, as Phivolcs advised
individuals to seek help if they
experience serious effects.

As this developed, several
areas in the province of Batan-
gas suspended classes yester-
day due to volcanic smog or
vog coming from TaalVolcano.

Among those that suspend-
ed classes in all levels in public
and private schools were the
local governments of Laurel
and Talisay.

Also suspended were class-
es in Barangays Banyaga,
Barigon and Bilibinwang in
Agoncillo until tomorrow.

Mayon dome grows
Meanwhile, the lava dome

that is blocking the crater
of Mayon Volcano in Albay
continues to grow, triggering
rockfall events for several
weeks until yesterday, accord-'
irig to Phivolcs.

Paul Alanis, Phivolcs resi-
dent volcanologist based at the
Lignon Hill Observatory, said
seismographs around Mayon
detected at least 46 rockfall
events" which indicate that
the lava dome at the volcano's
crater is continuously growing
in volume.

"Although we did not con-
duct yet an aerial survey to
determine the exact size of the
dome 'atpresent, the unabated
rockfalls recorded by our
seismographs clearly indicate
that the dome keeps growing,"
Alanis told The STAR.

He said their instruments last
measured thevolume ofthe lava
dome last May 9 at 83,000cubic
meters, which isbigger than the
volume measured last year.

Phivolcs decided to raise
Mayon's Alert Levell to Alert
Level 2 at 10a.m. last Monday
when they observed the con-
tinuously increasing volume
of the lava dome and the infla-
tion of its surface, according to
Alanis. - With Janvic Mateo,
eel Dematera
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VOLCANICSMOG- Volcanic smog or 'vog' blankets Taal Volcano in Talisay, Batangas, on Wednesday, June 7, 2023. Face-to-face classes in Baranc y
Banyaga and Bilibinwag in Agoncillo, Batangas were suspended on Wednesday to prevent students from inhaling vog from the Taal Volcano's inc eased
activities. (Juan Carlo de Vela) ,



"'"

M n NII~,n\~ '\~nln~l.J'~~I~I,N
, ": I\ I I I I I I l' '"!' ,', ~' t , , t,

\3 \ 11/"111111

";11111,"/

!!I,,"III,11 ' 1'''/,''1'1

i"'rQI'r'" I 06-08-23
1'/\11

Phivolcs warns
of'vog' from Taal
By ELLALVN RUIZ

The Philippine Institute
of Volcanology and Seismology
(Phivolcs) on Wednesday, June 7,
warned the public against volcanic
smog or "vog" and acid rain caused
by increased sulfur dioxide emis-
sions from Taal Volcano.

"OVerthe past 24-hour period,
active degassing of the Taal Main
Craterhas been observed in the form
of visible upwelling of volcanic flu-
ids in the Main Crater Lakeand gen-
eration of voluminous steam - rich
plumes that rose 2,000 meters above
Taal Volcano Island," Phivolcs said
in an advisory..

Vog, acid rain risks
Since June 6, a significant vol-

canic smog has formed over Taal
Caldera and its surrounding areas,
owing to Taal's degassing activity.

"An average of 7,680 tons per
day ofvolcanic sulfur dio~~~

a remlhe y Taal yesterday,
preceded by emissions averaging a
9,391 tons per day on June 5. Vog
can be expected to persist over the
Taal region while degassing activity,
weak wind movement, and humid
atmospheric conditions prevail,"
Phivolcs said.

Phivolcsexplained that vogcon-
sists of fine droplets containing
volcanic gas such as S02, which is
acidic and can cause irritation of the
eyes, throat, and respiratory tract
with severities, depending on the
gas concentrations and durations
of exposure.

It recommended limiting ex-
posure to these risks for those who
might be especially sensitive to vog,
especially the elderly, pregnant
women, children, and those with
health conditions like asthma, lung
disease, and heart disease.

Phivolcs also advised residents
in Taal Volcano's surrounding

communities to avoid outdoor ac-
tivities, stay indoors, and close their
doors and windows to blockout vog.

"Cover your nose, ideally with
an N95 facemask. Drink plenty of
water to reduce any throat irrita-
tion or constriction. If belonging to
the particularly sensitive group of
people above, watch over yourself
and seek help from a doctor or the
barangay health unit if needed, es-
pecially if serious effects are expe-
rienced," it added.

Phivolcs also warned of the
possibility of acid rain brought on
by periods of rainfall and volcanic
gas emission over areas where the
plume disperses, which could dam-
age crops and corrode metal roofs.

Alert Levell stays
Phivolcs said the active volca-

no is still on Alert Levell, which
means it is experiencing "low-lev-
el unrest."

\\\:h"ul~ U uptren or pro-
nounced change in monitored pa-
rameters forewarn of renewed un-
rest, the alert level may be raised
back to Alert Level2," Phivolcssaid.

In Alert Levell, sudden steam-
driven or phreatic explosions,volca-
nic earthquakes, minor ashfall, and
lethal accumulations or expulsions
of volcanic gas are possible, threat-
ening areas within the Taal Volcano
Island ('!VI), Phivolcs said.

It was recommended that entry
into '!VI - Taal' s permanent danger
zone, particularly the vicinity of the
main crater and the Daang Kastila
fissure, be strictly prohibited.

Boating in Taal Lake is strictly
prohibited.

Phivolcs advised civil aviation
authorities to request that pilots
refrain from flying close to the vol-
cano because airborne ash, ballistic
fragments from sudden explosions,
and wind- remobilizedash may pose
hazards to aircraft.
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Landfall unlikely for 'Chedeng', but
'habagat' may strengthen - .PAGASA
By ELLALVN DEVERA-RUIZ

120'E 12S'E 13O'E

The Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical
ServicesAdministration (PAGASA)
said on Wednesday, June 7 that
while tropical storm Chedeng
is unlikely to make landfall, it
may strengthen the southwest
monsoon, or "habagat," which
could bring rains over the west-
ern parts of the country in the
coming days,

Chedeng was last spotted 1,190
kilometers east of southeastern
Luzon in the PAGASA'sbulletin is-
sued at 11a.m.

It has maximum sustained
winds of 75 kilometers per hour
(kph) near the center and gusts up
to 90 kph, and was moving north-
ward at 10 kph.

"Chedeng will remain far from
the Philippine landmass through-
out the forecast period," PAGASA
said, but the "southwest monsoon
may be strengthened as a result
of Chedeng."

According to PAGASAsenior
weather specialist Chris Perez,
heavy rains from Chedeng are
unlikely in the next three to five
days, but rains from cyclone-
enhanced habagat and localized
thunderstorms may affect the west-
em parts of the country.

"Although the current forecast
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scenario for this tropical cyclonemay
result in the enhancement of the
southwest monsoon, the timing
and intensity of monsoon rains
over the country, especially in
the western portion, may still
change due to the dependence
of monsoon enhancement on the
forecast movement and intensity of
Chedeng and its interaction with the
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other weather systems surrounding
it," he pointed out.

The public is advised to continue
monitoring PAGASA'supdates on the
potential enhancement of the south-
west monsoon,

PAGASAwtll issue weather ad-
visories if the likelihood of heavy
monsoon rains increases over the
next three days.




