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Twenty-five large business-
es across various industries in
Bataan province have signed
a pledge to comply with a new
law institutionalizing the prin-
ciple of extended producer
responsibility (EPR) on plastic
packaging waste.

The Pledge of Commitment
was made during the recent
launch of Project Transform
of the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) in Balanga City.

The companies represent
93 percent of prospective large
businesses that are covered by
the EPR law in Bataan. They
come from different industries,
such as manufacturing, food,
construction, medical and hos-
pital equipment, wholesale
trade, retail, marketing and
customer relations, transpor-

tation and retail trade.

IN COMPLIANCE WITH 2022 EPR LAW

25 ATAAN CONPANES CONNTTOPLISTICWASTEMANAGENENT

The EPR Act of 2022, which
lapsed into law in July last year,
requires -large companies to
adopt and implement policies
for the proper management of
plastic packaging wastes.

Environment Secretary An-
tonia Yulo Loyzaga signed the
law's implementing rules and
regulations in January this year.

This law is a response to
the growing clamor to regulate
single-use plastics in their pro-
duction, importation and dis-
posal by industries. It advanc-
es circular economy, one that
mitigates the effects of climate
change and protects life-sup-
porting ecosystems by avoiding
or minimizing plastic pollution
while maximizing the use of
materials.

By signing the pledge, the
companies committed to register

theit respective EPR programs

and submit the necessary docu-
mentary requirements with the
DENR-led National Solid Waste
Management Commission until
June 4 this year, in compliance
with Republic Act no. 11898, or
the EPR Act.

Signatories

The signatories are Bahrain
Fiberglass International Com-
pany Ltd, Bioteque Medical
Philippines Inc., Bounty Fresh
Food Inc, Charoen Pokphand
Foods Philippines Corp. Aqua
Plant, - Concrete Stone Corp,
DLX Bags Philippines Inc., Dun-
lop International (Philippines)
Inc, Familyhealth and Beau-
ty Corp,, FBF Industrial Sales
and Services; FBF Electric and
Power Services Inc, GQ Hori-
zon Manufacturing Corp., In-
tegrated Meat & Poultry Pro-

cessing Inc,, Mitsumi Phils. Inc,

Natcorp Career Growth and
Manpower Services Inc., NLEX
Corp., Orica Philippines Inc,
Perpetual Prime Manufacturing
Inc., Philcement Corp,, Puregold
Price Club Inc, Qualitek-Del-
ta Philippines Inc, San Miguel
Foods Inc.-MPF Bataan, San Mi-
guel Foods Inc, SM City Bata-
an, Vista Mall Bataan and Tang
Long Plastics (Philippines) Corp.
Loyzaga lauded the companies
for their commitment and support
for the EPR implementation. ,
“The DENR advocates a
whole-of-society approach for
all investments and decision
making, and the private and
(civil society organization) sec-
tors will be able to complete a
multisectoral partnership that
is based on evidence. We are
grateful to our partmers for

their generous support through
Project Transform, to the EPR,’

and more,” the secretary said.

Beginning to end

Under the EPR law, compa-
nies operating on a significant
scale must create a system for
efficient waste management
until the “end-of-life stage” of
their products. The law consid-
ers the nonregistration of cov-
ered companies as an offense.

It gives the DENR's Pollu-
tion Adjudication Board the
jurisdiction for imposing fines
and penalties for plasric pollu-
tion cases.

During a recent symposium
co-organized by the Philip-
pine Institute for Development
Studies, lawyer Ivy Joyce De
Pedro of the DENR's Environ-
mental Management Bureau
stressed that the law covers
plastic packaging waste, re-
gardless of content.
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PARIS—The world should see
the first draft of a highly an-
ticipated and  much-needed
international treaty to combat
plastic pollution by the end of

By the session’s close on Fri-
day, the countries agreed 1o pre-
pame a "rero draft” text of what
would becoma a legally binding
treaty and to work berween ne-
getiation sessions on key ques-

aim of finalizing the treary in

3024,
The decision emerged from
an eleventh-hour meeting led

Frustrations, resistance
Frustrations  bubbled
during the first two days of the

nations—including fossil fuel
supplier Saudi Arabia, as well as
China and India—resisted the
idea the deal could be decided by
avore rather than by consensus.

On current treads, "by 2050

procedural rules.”

Concern over the impact of
plastics on the environment and
human well-being has surged in

up g

A CHALLENGE PILING UP
A Chinese laborer sorts out

plastic pollution resumed In
Paris last week. —are

PHILIPPINE DAILY ]

« Filter-feeding bive whales
consume up to 10 milllon pleces
of microplastic every day. In hu-
mans, microscopic bits of plas-
tic have been detected In blood,

amount of work ahead of us.”
Besires its impact on the envi-
ronment, plastic also drives gleb-
al warming. accounting for more
than 3 percent of giobal emissions

mixed rections.

Eirik Lindebjerg, global plas-
tles policy manager for World
Wide Fund for Nature (WWFL
hailed what he called “tangible
progress.”

plastic polluricn,” he tld AFP,
Others expressed concem
about what is to come.
“It is clear from this week's

production
plastics will lumnrlnle by 2060
o 12 billion tons, while waste
will exceed 1 billion tons.

‘with less than o percent

intecnational plastic treaty, cne

“that regulates production, ene

thar addresses pollution from
lts very souree." £ald 1i Shus of

UN aims to deliver draft
plastics treaty by year’s end

Christophe Béchu,

that producers want to focus on
pollution and net cuts in how
much plastic Is made,

"My appeal to you at the be-
ginning of this session was thar

draft and intersessional work,”
sald Jyoti Mathur-Filipp. exec:
utive secretary of the Intergov-
ernmental Negotiating Commir-
tee (INC) on Plastic Pollution at
the closing plenary.

| objections
1o the reaty decisions being ad-
opted by a majority vote rather
than & CONSENnsus, A Consensus
would give ane or 8 few countries
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*Voring allows for as many
smmes as possible o be able to
support the treaty and allow us to
maove forward,” she said.

The issue hat not yet been
fully resoived an:d will come up
at the next round of alks.

Time shorr, stakes high

On May 31 negotiators
were able to move ahead on the
substance aof the ralks, laying
out thelr posicions on whether
plastic production should be
capped, “problemartic™ plastics
should be reduces and \nrtwlhﬂ
the treaty sho
targecs or allow «
thelr awn plans

We hawn

time to lose.
Now we hav ime to lose,”
sald the represestative of Sa-
moa on behall of small island
natians at the talks on Wednes-
day, addin ¢ island states

November, 175 nations gathered  talks, which were devoted en- ‘breast milk and placentas, in 2mg, according to the Organi-  you make Paris count. You have of poor waste
in Paris decided after five days cirely toa debate over procedural Green groups par zation for Ex ie O done so by providing us collec- d everproduc-
of grueling talks, rules, as large plastics producer in the talks as had  and Dx (DECD)L tively with a mandate for a zero

nal g:oup of coun-
he “High Ambition
hich

tions, such as the scope and prin-  there will be more plastic waste Inatic hotas for recoell recycled and more than a ffth start of negotiations was durtlon and pollution as well as

ciples of the future treary. than fish in the oceans.” Mex- :“ lisge on the o ul':lr;'fef Beyond cecycling dumped o burned illegally, envi-  bogged down by more than two  restrictions on certain hazard-
The start of the third round ican negotiator Camila Zepe- kot 5 “A large majority of the coun-  rommental groups are pushing for  days focused on the rules al pro- ous chemicals

of talks will be held in Nalrobi, da told Agence France-Presse Sept. 17, 2015, Negotiations tries have expressed a need for the weary o go beyond recydling  cedure for the talks. Saudi Arabia, Countries ke the United

Kenya, in November, with the (AFP)."We can't gechungupen JERF R0, (HSOR U OE  bindingspecificobligationstoend  “Theworld needs urgentlyan  Russia and China led States and Saudl Arabia have

favored natlonal plans rether
than glebal tacgets to rackle the
problem, —are, sourees

by France and Brazll and was recentyearsalongwithacrescen- truck's worth of plastic refuse- negotiatians that oil-producing  Greenpeace. the ability to block adoption.
adopted by the full plenary at  do of research documenting lis is dumped into the ccean every  countries and the fossil fuel Marian a cam-
Unesco's Parts head, I and persi minute, industry will do everything in Closing plenary paigner with Greenpeade Philip-
The breakthrough came af- In nature, mictoplastics have Plastic debris is estimated ta  their power to weaken the trea- Dynamics between countries  pines, told Reuters that If the INC
ter considerable “nit-picking”  been found in ice near the North kill maore than a million seabirds  ty and delay the process,” sald  echoes those in international cli-  process enables adoption by con-
and “delaylng tactics” by some Pole and inside fish navigatingthe and 100000 marine mammals  Angelica Carballo Pago, global mare negoclations, where “big  sensus insread of majority
countries. sald France’s min- oceans’ deepest. darkest recesses. each year, accordingro the United  plastics media lead for Green-  producer countties are on the  voting it “will bleck a lot
lster for ecological transition, The equivalent of a garbage Nations Environment Program.  peace USA. “Théreisstillahuge  defense,” he wld AFF, adding Mmpnmn:prnm1m m
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Environmental initiatives show SM cares

By Linda B. Baollde

M Supermalls have em-,

braced fully the idea of re-

sponsible and sustainable

retailing as the country and
the entire planet seek to halt, if
not fully reverse, centurles of
environmental neglect,

Responding to the clamor
for retailers to be more mindful
of their ways and practices that
are contributing to salid waste
pileup, plastic pellution and
marine resources degradation,
SM Supermalls have adopted a
multi-pronged strategy to re-
duce their own footpring and
help ease the pain on the envi-
ronment caused by consumer
habirs.

While their efforts to help
reduce challenges to the envi-
ronment are year-round, June is
# particularly significant month
for SM Supermalls to put into
action their commitment to
keeping the planet healthy and
vibrant.

The giant retaller is joining
the rest of the world in initia-
tives that will model simple,
practical and sustainable ways
that can be undertaken by ev-
eryane and anyone wanting to
help Planet Earth. The initiatives
involve working with communi-
ties and engaging the yeuth and
SM employees as volunteers in
the massive and continuing cf-
fort for sustainability.

SM Supermalls will partic-
ipate in the global observance
of Warld Envirenment Day on
June 5, #BeatPlasticPollution.
The day will be devoted to pro-
moting the retail chain’s efforts
to reduce waste, particularly
through their Plastic Waste
Callection Program, Trash to
Cash recycling market,the SM
Eco Vendo, Responsibins and
Coastal Clean-ups.

SM Eco Vendo is a reverse
vending machine where cus-
tomers can exchange PET (Poly-
ethylene terephthalate) plastic
bottles that are clear, strong,
lightweight and 100 recyclable;
and aluminum cans. To en-
courage customers to use the
machine for recycling, they get
coupons from SM partner ven-

M Supermélls is celebrating World Envirenment Day and World
Oceans Day with the DENR threugh coastal clean up activitiesin J
bays and rivers

lhc Trash to Cash 'ecy:ll ng market is available in M malls ewery
first Friday and Saturday of the month

dors, like 5M Skating and 5M
Bowling.

The machine is available
during mall hours at the Mall of

Asia and 5M Megamall,
N

The Plastic Waste Collection
program aims to reduce plastie
waste in landfills and oceans
through proper segregation
and disposal. Collection booths

Clean, empty and dry bottles can be dropped off at Respansibins
in partnership with Mature Spring

Waste collected in Plastic Waste Collections booths are pro-
cessed for materials used In cement and eco pavers.

The 5M Eco Vendo, in partnership withSpurway Enterprise -
Eastwaest Building Tech Inc, is a reverse vending machine that
accepts PET bottles and aluminum cans and rewards customers
with coupons,

in partnership with Friends

of Hope Inc. are available dai-
ly from 10am to spm in select

branches, Collected plastic is

hauled 1o be processed into
materials for cement, eco-paver

ship with Nature Spring, are
also in 1g locations in SM prop-
erties to collect clean, empty
and dry PET bottles.

Trash te Cash is a recycling
market held every first Friday
and Saturday of the month
across SM malls and select SM
DC properties to encourage
waste segregation and recy-
cling among mall customers,
tenants and the community as
a whole,

Rivers for Life Clean-ups
will involve community clean-
up in river channels, with the
epariment o Davironment
cua aieral Resourees (DENk,
in M Cagayan de Ore Down-
town Premier, as part of the
World Environment Day cele-
bration on June 5.

On June & SM Supermalls
will host coastal clean-ups to
mark World Oceans Day, also
in partnership with DENR. Par-
ticipating branches are SM by
the BAY at the SM Mall of Asia
Complex, SM City Olongapo
Downtown (Zambales) and 5M
Center Lemery (Barangas). Mall
employees and partner schools
and companies in the commu-
nities served by the stores are
expected to join as valunteers,

SM City Cebu, with DENR,
will close the week-long Rivers
for Life Clean-ups initlative,

' ¥or the waterways clean-up,
SM Prime, parent company of
SM Supermalls will bring to-
gether thousands of volunteers
to help underscore the impor-
tance of protecting the world's
seas, oceans and other bodies
of water, major sources of food,
medicine and other essentials
to life, health and well-being.

The clean-ups are undertak-
en In the tradition of bayanihan,
the Filipino practice of working
with all sectors to carry out an
important activity. The mall
chain will involve customers,
tenants, employees, the general
public, national and local gov-
eIAMment agency partners and
NGOs in the massive effort.

The June environmental ac-
tivities will be ushered in with
the World Bicycle Day celebra-
tion on June 3 in support of sus-
tainable mability.

-
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‘We abuse plastic, it’s so cheap’

PARIS—Humanity wuses and
abuses hundreds of millions of
tons of plastic a year because
“it's so cheap,” despite the huge
cost of the pollution it creates,
the head of the UN Environ-
ment Programme told Agence
France-Presse (AFP).

Inger Andersen, an econo-
mist by training, told AFP that
a2 binding, “ambitious” global
treaty would help fix the prob-
lem, ahead of the second round
of UN-led negotiations that dip-
lomats from 175 nations aim to
conclude next year.

The interview has been ed-
ited for concision and clarity.

Q: What are the main obsta-
cles to an ambitious treaty?

A: Today, virgin raw poly-
mer is cheaper than recycled
polymer. So here's the question:
What will allow us to move
from that linear “we take it, we
make it, we waste it" reality to
a circular approach? Right now,
it's so inexpensive you can just
throw plastic away. But the cost
to the environment and human
health is huge, and it’is not
taxed anywhere.

@: Less than 10 percent of
plastic is recycled roday—is
that a credible solution?

A: We can't recycle our way
out of this mess. But recycling
is one of the many keys that we
will need to make this work.
Today, we simply throw plastic
away because it has no value.

When I was a little girl
growing up in Denmark with
very limited pocket money,
my brothers and I collected
plastic bottles every Saturday
because we could get two kro-
ne. It wasn't much, but it made

Inger Andersen —REUTERS

®

Awareness is step
one. Which is not
to say the burden
falls entirely on
consumers—at
the end of the day,
it’s business and
governments that
have to take that
responsibility

it worthwhile. Now imagine
the day that this stuff has val-
ue—we would think about
and treat that garbage very
differently!

Q: What changes in attitude

The future of plastics: two scenarios
Modelled short-lived plastic flows in 2040

Business-as-usual
Fossil-based

PSS ig based
plas{ £5

330 3 5 :
million
metric tons
S

Secondary
plastic*

PRODUCTION USE

Systen;-ns chan gé

@

“small particles that resulted fram the fragmentation of lasger plastic items
Source: UNEP, model data based on OECD and Pew Charitable Trust

or mentality do you think we
need to see?’

A: Awareness is step one,
Which is not to say the burden
falls entirely on consumers—at
the end of the day, it’s business
and governments that have to
take that responsibility.

But every consumer has a
choice. Let's say we have a par-
ty. Do we need single-use cups
and plastic bags? If that bag [
use to carry home five tomatoes
is a heavy polymer, it will sit in
a landfill for hundreds of years,
maybe a thousand. Why are su-
permarket bananas in a plastic

Total waste

M
ispioal ismanaged

POLLUTION

AFP®

bag? Nature already delivered
them with their own packaging.

‘Lean into it'

So there are choices we can
make. Children get it, and are
already holding their parents to
account. But the bigger system
shifts will come from agree-
ments such as the one we are
negotiating.

Q: Plastic pollution has not
been a priority on the interna-
tional agenda until quite re-
cently. What changed?

A: The popular demand far
solutiens has become power-

ful, and it's coming across the
board from left to right in most
countries. I put it down to ac-
tivism across a broad spectrum,
and I am very, very grateful. [
ask all those activists to keep
the heat on to ensure that the
treaty has ambitious and bind-
ing elements.

Q: Many green groups are
worried that the plastics indus-
try will have an undue influ-
ence in the talks.

* A: For this second round
of negotiations we have 2,800
participants—go8 from gov-
ernment and 1,712 from non-
governmental organizations.
Thete are 10 industry associa-
tions represented. They have a
role to play. ;

Take ozone, which is prob-
ably our most successful trea-
ty. We couldn't find a solution
to the manufactured gases de-

- pleting the ozone layer without

having industry at the table.

Here's what I say to business:
this is coming to a movie theater
near you soon. You might as
well lean into it and be part of
the change, because we will get
a treaty and it will be ambitious.
Once we make the enabling leg-
islation, business will follow.

Q: Can the world do without
plastics at all? -

A: Plastic is everywhere.
We're still going to need light
switches, steering wheels, met-
ro seats, whatever. But we need
to think about the single-use
dimension. . _

We are abusing plastic be-
cause it's so cheap. But this
has consequences in the envi-

‘ronment, in the oceans, to our

health. —are
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Championing sustainability in the city

By Patricia Taculao

N CELEBRATION of World
IEnvimnment Day this June 5,

Monday, Manila Standard held
its annual tree planting activity,
dubbed “The Green Wave,” on June
3, Saturday, at the La Mesa Dam in
Quezon City. It marks the 12th tree
planting initiative from the publishing
company.

the nel-

The event, held in partnership with SM Super-
malls, Megawide, Meraleo, Citicore and Con’
VETRE, €O Manila Jard’s
through its cory social respor
sibility, to give back to society by participating in .
the bid o provect Farh and i rencurees WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
anila
from their partners, greeted the day bright and earl:
amwimm..ew.mmimﬂwm’ “THE GREEN WAVE"
moting sustainability, especially in the city. They
planted 300 seedlin, rovided by the Departiment r
of the Environment ::deMuml Plfzsnul\':es PSENI{). MANILA STANDARD S
“Engaging in gr?:n.ing programs hasl been the
main component of our Carporate Social Respon-
sibility efforts that began in June of 2010, We've TR E E p LA NTI N G ACT l VlTY
done tree planl:jnb ma?ux:ove nlan;mgh seedh?g,
i and eoasta or the past - 1 el b s ¥
years Th= aim is to promote s;sminablrpdcvcl— LA MESA DAM, QUEZON CITY
of the env " said
Manila Standani s Circulation Department Chief
Edgar Valmorida.
He added by actively participating in greening
¥ Manila Standard 1 1o contrib-
ute, h small, in mitigating cnwvirc
concerns such as deferestation, climate change,
pollution, land degradation and more.
| World Envirenment Day is an annual global celebra-
tion, with 150 countries participating, to bring com-
munities together W play their part in addressing im-
mediate environmental concerns. This year's theme is
#BeatPlastcPollution o highlight the pressm,g issue of
plastic pullunm nnd ﬁndmgnpt
Manila S
evance of ing relevant
its position as siewards of the Earth. This tree -planting
activity aims to s=t the standard on how private-public
ips can be the advents of change that create
pusmwrwsuhx for p:!s!rv:mon_
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ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY E:

#WED2023 #BEATPLASTICPOLLUTION Special Issue

MONDAY, JUNES,

2031 D1

RAY 5. ENANO, Editor
wwwmonilcstandond net

(orporates LGUs join ha

to eliminate plastic pollut

By Patricia Taculao

OME hundred years ago, plastics changed

100 PUTANG 1008 S8 o st

in history that provided society with ease and

accessibility.

Over the years, people have seen how
plastic has become a dominant mate-
rial in various industries because of its
diversity, hence a radical increase in its
production from the 1970s to the 1990s.
But too much of something doesn't lead
to good things.

According to the United Nations, the
world praduces 400 tons of plastic waste
annually, which is hard to manage.
Single-use plastics, like plastic bottles
and bags, are among the top contribu-
tors to environmental pellution, harm-
ing marine life and others. Unlike other
materials, plastic takes a significantly
long time to deteriorate. As a pollutant,
it lasts longer in the environment and
disrupts the Earth’s natural ecosystems
as it’s not made from organic materials.

Of the seven billion tons of plas-
tic waste generated globally i recent
years, less than 10 percent has been
recycled. In the meantime, a million
others were lost 1o the environment or
shipped to destinations for bumning or
dumping.

Today, people from across the globe
are coming together to celebrate World
Environment Day, where everyone can
take the opportunity to play their part in
environmental preservation,

Celebrating 50 years of World
Environment Day

World Environment Day is a global

platform that inspires positive change
and brings together people from over
150 countries to take environmental
action, including the efforts of govem-
ments, businesses, and individuals, to
create @ more sustainable world. The
United Nations Environment Program
(UNEP} has led the event since its in-
ception in 1973. This year marks the
50th anniversary of the global celebra-
tion,

The first World Environment Day in
1973 was celebrated with the theme
“Only One Earth,” highlighting the
need for society 1o protect the Earth.
Since then, the event has taken on vari-
ous environmental concerns as its sub-
ject to guide people towards a more
positive outcome. In recent efforts, like
last year, World Environment Day fo-
cuses on sustainability because 1t pro-
motes inclusivity for present and future
generations

Meanwhile, this wear's theme is
#BeatPlasticPollution, giving a more

geted goal to its panticig
Despite the rising number of plastics
inthe envi World Envi
Day provides good news that society
has science and solutions to address
the problem. Although there have been
green initiatives, the United Nations
recognizes a public and political surge

= _ Turnto D2

@Bring reusable bags

when out shopping
@Avoid using single-use
plastic bottles and straws

@Explore sustainable alternatives
to plastic products

@Join local government

initiatives in promoting a robust!

waste management system

@Recycle old plastic
products

@Adhere to local and

nationwide ordinances on waste

segregation and disposal
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share a common goal of environmental sustainability.

Corporates... eomo

to expedite actions from governments, companies, and other stakeholders to solve the crisis.

Through the #BeatPlasticPollution campaign, World Environment Day shows how stakehold-
ers can learn to use plastic more sustainably, hoping to eradicate plastic pollution someday.

Cote d’Ivoire is hosting World Environment Day 2023 after setting an example of combat-
ting plastic pollution. The West African country since 2014 has banned plastic bag use and
shifted to reusable packaging. The country’s largest city, Abidjan, has also become a hub for
environmentally-minded start-ups.

Jean-Luc Assi, Cote d’Ivoire’s Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Develop-
ment, sees plastic pollution as a “visible threat that impacts every community.” Nonetheless,
the country is proud to champion various treatments to offer sustainable solutions.

The Netherlands supports World Environment Day 2023, being one of the nations taking
ambitious steps along the plastic lifecycle. The Netherlands is a signatory of the New Plas-
tics Economy Global Commitment and a Global Partnership on Plastic Pollution and Marine
Litter member.

Vivianne Heijnen, Netherlands” Minister for the Environment, stresses how plastic pol-
lution is detrimental to various aspects and cannot be easily ignored. But thanks to several
policies aimed at plastic pollution management, the Netherlands and the European commu-
nity are fully committed to playing their roles in reducing single-use plastic production and
consumption while promoting durable and sustainable alternatives.

Since plastic contamination is a global problem, much as pollution and climate change
are, the idea of environmental preservation and protecting the planet appear to be difficult
for an individual. But as World Environment Day emphasizes, everyone can play a part in
the plastic crisis.

Every day Filipinos know how single-use plastics promote accessibility, but some are al-
ready conscious of their environmental impact and are eyeing more sustainable approaches.

For instance, major shopping centers and supermarkets in the country are embracing
greener initiatives by lessening the use and distribution of single-use plastics by encouraging
the use of reusable bags among their consumers. Meanwhile, other brands charge a small fee
for plastic bags, while some switched to more biodegradable options. These collaborations
spark significant change in society and bring about positive results.

Campaigns like these are not limited to private companies and their establishments, as
local governments can implement similar practices. They can introduce local laws, support
businesses and encourage sustainable consumer behavior through these advocacies.

While some clean-up drives or initiatives inspire Filipinos to take charge of their immedi-
ate surroundings and eliminate waste, some cities can build more robust waste management
systems. Designating proper disposal bins or areas for plastics is one step in promoting waste
segregation and ensuring that a significant chunk of plastic in the environment can undergo
recycling.

Local cities can partner with institutions to make alternative packaging more appealing,
consumer-friendly and cost-effective than single-use plastics. More progressive communi-
ties have already prohibited the public from using other single-use plastics, like straws, cups,
and plates.

Another option is to install free public water fountains to encourage their communities to
ditch plastic bottles and opt for reusable jugs.

On the other hand, government agencies and public servants can pass legislation that bans
environmentally harmful practices, like openly burning waste, which is already in effect in
bustling metropolitans.

#BeatPlasticPollution for World Environment Day 2023 marks yet another milestone for
the United Nations and its efforts to preserve the Earth and its resources and protect the future
of human society. For five decades, it has brought together countries from across the globe to
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#BeatPlasticPollution, A scavenger collects plastic bottles along Manila Bay on Sunday ahead of the 50th anniversary of World Environment Day today (Monday, June S,

2023). More than 430 million tons of plastic is produced every year worldwide, half of which is designed to be used only once. Of that, less than 10 per cent is recycled, and about 20
million tons end up in lakes, rivers, and seas annually. Danny Pata
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DOLOMITE |
CLEANUP. |
Members of

the Manila
Metropo!itan
Development
Authority (MMDA)
conduct 2

regular clean-up
of the Manila

Bay Dolomite
Beach In Foxas
Boulevard on

the eve of World
Ervirenment Day
along on June 4.
Norman Cruz

06-05-23
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DOLOMITE CLEANUP
- Wnrkers from _

Roxas MImrtI in
~ Manila on the eve of
~ World Environment
Day on Sunday,

June 4, 2023. World

~ Environment Day
is celebrated every

| June 5 tugmurage
ay ; 'anl action

*of the environment
(Juan cmmvela)
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By DANESSA RIVERA

" The MeﬁopohtanWatemorks and
Sewerage System (MWSS) plans to
implement the P12 billion Kanan-

by a private company to provide an
.alternative water source for Metro
Manila and nearby areas.

under review by the National Eco-
nomic and Development Authority
(NEDA), so we're still waiting for its
approval before we implement the
project,” MWSS division manager
Patrick Dizon said. '
- He dedlined to identify the proj-
ect proponent, but said it is a local
company. '

Dizon said MWSS and the project
proponent have completed the sub-
missions required by NEDA as the

Agos project, which. was proposed -

“The unsolicited proposal is sti]l.

proposal was submitted way back

MWSS plans to implement
P12 B new water source project

“In the last quarter of this year,
we have submitted the additional
requirements to NEDA. We're just

waiting for the approval. We keep on

following up with NEDA,” he said.
- The Kanan-Agos project will aug-
ment the long-term water supply of
MWSS from the Kaliwa Dam project,
which is still under construction.

The new project, with an esti-
mated cost of P12 billion, will have
two phases of 800 million liters per
day (MLD) and 3,000 MLD for a total
capacity of 3,800 MLD.

The massive project will tap the
Kanan River to provide water secu-
rity, reliability and additional supply

for Metro Manila and nearby prov-"

inces; Dizon said.
The Kanan River forms part of the

- Kaliwa-Kanan-Agos River Basin in

Quezon province.

. "These water sources will be
- shared by Maynilad (Water Services
Inc.) and Manila Water (Co. Inc.), so
around 17 million customers will
benefit from this project,” Dizon sa'd.
If completed, the project will
lessen MWSS’ sourcing from Angat
Dam, which is a multipurpose dam
serving water supply and irrigation
needs in Luzon.

Angat Dam supplies more than
90 percent of Metro Manila's po-
table water needs and providas
for the irrigation needs of 25,000
hectares of farmlands in Bulacan
and Pampanga.

“We want to have an additional
source so we won't just rely on Angat
Dam, because the dam is a multi-
purpose dam, it is being used by the
National Irrigation Administraticn
(NIA) and MWSS,” Dizon said.

“We want to have our main source

of water. Even if we don’t request
a raw water allocation of 52 cubic
meters per second (CMS) higher, we
can still supply water to consumers,”

the MWSS official said.

The MWSS is seeking raw water
allocation from the National Water
Resources Board (NWRB).

The NWRB recently approved .

an allocation of 52 cubic meters per
second (CMS) from June 1 to 15,

~and 50 CMS from June 16 to 30 from

Angat Dam.
ot Snless the MWSS and Maynilad
successfully implement mitigating
measures, consumers in the west
zone may face water interruptions
due to the lower allocation starting
June 16. : T ._
However, implementing the Kan-

an-Agos project would take years

after getting approval due to secur-
ing of permits.

“For Kaliwa Dam, it took us a long
_ time before we started implementing
the project. There’s the enge in
permits, particularly from the Na-
tional Commission on Indigenous
Peoples (NCIP). We reached around
seven years before we secured that
: it,” Dizon said. ;

The MWSS is targeting to deliver
the Kaliwa Dam project by end-2026.
Currently, the overall project is now
22 percent completed.

The P12.2-billion Kaliwa Dam
. project was originally scheduled for

completion five years from 2019 orin
November last year.

The delay was due to restrictions
brought by the pandemic, which
further lengthened the years-long
negotiations with the Dumagats
for a FPIC, a requirement under
the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act

of 1997. :
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DEAR PRESIDENT BONGBONG MARCOS: PLEASE

H#SAVEMASUNGI

AN URGENT APPEAL TO DISMANTLE WATERSHED SYNDICATES
AND SUPPORT THE MASUNGI INITIATIVE

We write to you as citizens concerned about the conservation of our environment and natural heritage. We strongly oppose the apparently
orchestrated attempt to stop the Masungi Geopark Project, a path-breaking conservation initiative in the Marikina and Kaliwa pro-
tected areas, the two watersheds with the greatest impact to the country.

We call upon our esteemed leaders to intervene and help address the real problem at hand: the continued deforestation of the watershed
exacerbated by the unabated operation of syndicates.

With a mere 11-20% of the forest cover left in the Upper Marikina Watershed, the contribution of the Masungi Geopark Project is invaluable:

o Masungi rescued some 2,000 hectares of abused forestland previously held by syndicates — not farmers or tribes as falsely trumpeted by

syndicates — and returned it to the watershed where it rightfully belongs. }
o Together with the watershed coalition, it achieved the cancellation of large quarries threatening irreparable damage to the ecosystem.
o It vehemently opposed encroachments by swimming pool resorts and other land speculators, preventing further degradation of the water-

shed. :
o It thwarted at least five major forest invasions in the last few years, which was widely covered by the national media and vigilant citizens.

o By convincing a private claimant to return 165 hectares for conservation, Masungi expanded the available reforestation area.

o The initiative rescued the ancient Masungi limestones — a national geological and biodiversity treasure — and transformed it into a glob-
ally-acclaimed conservation model, bringing recagnition and honor to our country.

o Only in September 2022, it received the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals Action Campaign "Inspire Award” out of 3,000

nominees globally.
o The Masungi Geopark Project is spearheading the revival of the forgotten National Park, Wildlife Sanctuary, and Game Preserve estab-

lished by President Ferdinand Marcos in 1977 through Presidential Proclamation 1636, a national park so close and so vital to the capital.
All of the above were accomplished at no cost to the government nor compensation to the Masungi Georeserve Foundation.

Verily, the DENR’s moves to discredit, undermine or altogether scrap the Masungi Geopark Project goes against our national agen-
da and international commitments.

As a signatory to the Global Biodiversity Framework, the Philippines committed to "ga;ggg that by 2030at least 30 percent of degraded ter-
restrial, inland water, and marine and coastal ecosystemns are under effective restoration.”

The same is enshrined |n the Philippine Development Plan to promote “collaboration a sector, academe, civil
ty. an fr marginal sectors [...] to (a) secure sustainable production, (b) acce.'erare rehabmfaﬂon and conservation

efforts, (c) strengthen enforcement of environmental rules and regulations, and (d) boost the contribution of ecosystems in climate change
adaptation and mitigation.”

A recent news report said the DENR wants to cancel the Memorandum of Agreement alleging that its provision for perpetual land trust for
conservation is unconstitutional. However, that provision is meant to prevent the land from being convened,quamed and exploited in
the future. Moreover, the constitutional prohibition is directed against commercial use of nature (invariably resulting in'its destruction), which
is the complete opposite of the conservation purpose of Masungi.

We believe our laws must be applied liberally towards conservation and not towards destruction. We hope that a resolution will be made in a
constructive way and not through strong-arming faithful sustainable development partners.

We condemn the attacks against Masungi's environment defenders in the form of dlsinformation, political and legal harassment,
and physical violence. These heroes deserve the nation’s gratitude, not oppression.

May our environment defenders be defended by our government just as they defend our forests and our collective future. In pursuance of the
President's call for private sector and civil society participation in conservation and climate action, let us fan the spark of hope they started,
rather than snuff it.

From concerned citizens:
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