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MGB holds geohazard
management lecture

THE town of Baggao in Cagay-
an province is vulnerable to ty-
phoons, landslides and other nat-

 ural disasters. To address this issue,

the municipal government hosted

a regional Mines and Geosciences

Bureau (MGB) geohazard and
disaster management orientation

among the town's environment:

and local government officials.
| The event was:attended by 120

participants from the 48 baran-

gay (villages) composed of local
officials, Sangguniang Kabataan
members and residents, according
to MGB Region 2 (Cagayan%lley)
Director Mario Ancheta.

He said Baggao town is a cli-
mate-vulnerable area directly hit
@mng previous typheén&

ment officials to empowe:r

individuals, families and organi-
zations living in the community

to raise awareness and [disaster]
reparedness,” Ancheta said.
With' the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) in Region 2, Ancheta said
the MGB in the region also did a
community outreach program in

He noted that with the DENR-
Gender and Development Fo-

_cal Point System, their outreach

program aims to build disaster-
resilient communities that also
promote gender equality and
empower women.

Ancheta said the event also in-
cluded lectures and presentations
on mining and environment-
related programs.

MGB Region 2 geosciences chief
Felicitas Piligan, geologist Aina
Claravall and science research
specialist Rea Mae Leslie Mejares
talked about geohazard mapping
and the role of women in-disaster
management, landslide mass
movement, and flooding and karst

~ subsidence.
' "We collabotated with local

DENR Region 2 Youth Desk

" officer Ralfee Concepcion also

discussed the DENR's Pinas Ba-
sura Buster (PBB) campaign and
introduced the PBB mascot as
the image of DENR in its solid
waste management advocacy
campaign. The aim is also to raise
awareness and have a behavioral
change on proper waste manage-

‘ment and disposal.
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Tampakan mine operation
~seen to start by 2026

y DANESSA RIVERA

Sagjttanus Mmes Inc (SMI),
the proponent of the multi-
billion Tampakan copper-gold

in South Cotabato, is eye-
ing to operate the mine in 2026
as it transitions to development
stage. « |
The Tampakan project is now
ready to move onto the next
stage of development to be able
to start operating in two to three

years, SMI president and CEO

Roy Deveraturda told reporters
in a roundtable discussion.
“We would like to have it

(operate by) maybe 2026 for us

to really say t.hat under the tech-
nical deﬁmtmn [that] it’s really

operating,” he said.

Under this phase, SMI will
start building the facilities nec-

essary for mining operations to
commence.

When asked why it will take
longer to complete the project,
the SMI chief explained that the
company is cauhously following

country’s mining laws.

“One of the most misunder-
stood industries is mining. It's

- ﬁnanmal muscle,”

really a very complicated thing.
We have to follow everything,
‘and it requires big work and a
lot of technical and expertise and
Deveraturda
said. S

So far, SMI has invested P32
billion in the Tampakan copper-
gold project.

Of the total amount, P2 bil-
lion had already been allocated

for corporate social responsibil- -

ity (CSR) and Social Develop-
ment and Management Program
(SDMP) projects, SMI external
affairs and communications
manager Roy Antonio said.

The SDMP is the five-year
plan of mining contractors and
permit holders, which contains
plans to support the develop-
ment and empowerment of host
and neighboring communities.

“It’s a substantial amount.
Many of the expense, to prove
we are serious about this, are
commitments to social projects,
aside from the technical. Mean-

while, a big portion of the invest- -

ments will go to development
and pmductien,’ " Deveraturda

“said.

Last year, the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan of South Cotabato
approved the amendment! of the
Environment Code of South Co-
tabato, particularly on the lifting
of the open-pit mining ban.

- This move will allow SMI to
develop the area and commer-
cially extract minerals.

The provincial code hurdled
the operations of the Tampakan
project even after the national
government lifted the ban on
open pit mining in December
2021.

The Department of Fnviron-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said it would closely
scrutinize the Tampakan copper-
gold project on its environmental
protection and rehabilitation
obligations. through the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB).

Touted as the largest unde-
veloped copper and gold mine
in Southeast Asia, the Tampakan
project has the potential to yicld
an average of 375,000 tons of
copper and 360,000 ounces of
gold in concentrate per annum
over the proposed 17-ycar life
of the mine.
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TAMPAKAN GOLD

MINE TO OPERATE
BY 2026 |

B& Jorde sne B. Lagare
@jordeent gare

Mining ctﬁlpany Sagittarius
Mines Inc. (SMI) aims to get its
Tampakan mining project in
Mindanao, touted as the largest
underdeveloped copper-gold
resource in Southeast Asia, up
and running by 2026.

“We would like to have it
maybe 2026 for us to really say
that, under technical definition,
itis really operating,” SMI pres-
ident and CEO Roy Deveratur-
da said in a media roundtable.

Deveraturda said they
have a timeline for construct- "
ing the Tampakan project in
the next two to three years.

So far, SMI has complet-
ed the predevelopment phase,
which includes the feasibility
and environmental impact stud-
ies required by the government.

Now that SMI has
reached the development
phase, he said the company
could start construction of
the facilities, early works,
engineering, drawing and
design confirmation.

When asked why it would
take up to three years to make
Tampakan fully operational, De-
veraturda said, “They thought
[that] once you start, you just
dig. It’s not like that. It's really a *
very complicated thing and you
have to follow all [regulations]
.. and [it] requires big work and
a lot of technical expertise and
financial muscle.”

Deveraturda said SMI was

prepared to have the Tampakan
copper-gold project operation-
al even a decade ago, as it had

on open-pit mining since 2010,
however, derailed the project.
The ban was only lifted in 2022,

. “We have to be overly
cautious on doing this,” De-
veraturda said.

“Bottom line is, we are
now ready into the next
stage—providing now for
the access so that we can

. start operating maybe in two .
to three years, build the fa-
cilities for our operations in .
the near term,” he added NG
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urgent actioni’-'-t-

RECENT report revealed
Athat a number of native
species of birds and
primates that are only found in
the Philippines, Indonesia, and
Papua New Guinea were recovered
in India.
Astotal of 13 wild species
of birds and four species
of monkeys, believed to be
smuggled from these Southeast -
Asian countries and were

shipped through Myanmar, were

seized in a random check by
Khawzawl police. The seizure
that took place in March 2023
happéned in an area near the
India-Myanmar border.
According to TRAFFIC,
some of the rare species
that were being trafficked
include the Mindanao Tarictic
Hornbill Penelopides affinis,
Southern Philippine Rufous
Hornbill Buceros mindanensis,
Mindanao Writhed
Hornbill Rhabdotorrhinus
leucocephalus, and Flame
Bowerbirds Sericulus ardens.

The three hornbills species live -

only in lowland dipterocarp forest
habitats and are endemic to the

bowerbird is only found in the
forests of Papua province in
Indonesia and ne1ghbormg Papua
New Guinea. :
“Poached species from the
Philippines and Indonesia going
through Myanmar and out

. of the Southeast Asian (SEA)

region is a strong indication

- of the transboundary nature '

of wildlife crime and a strong
collaborative action among

‘the Asean Member States is

truly needed to address this
serious concern,” said Dr,
Theresa Mundita Lim, executive
director of the Asean Centre for
Biodiversity (ACB).

Previous studies on trade
dynamics and wildlife poaching
have shown that these species,
along with dozens of others,
such as snakes, lizards,
turtles, songbirds, parrots,

‘and pangolins, are among the
highly trafficked animals from
SEA. The region:serves as a
consumer, sotirce, and a trans-

‘shipment point. Much of the

wildlife trading is also being
done online and the trafficking
operations are getting more and
more sophisticated.

Illegal trade of endemic wild species needs

“Illegal trafficking and trade
of wildlife and wildlife products
have gone online. These digital
transactions are hard to trace—
exacerbating the already serious
problem faced by the region,”
said Lim.

“To address this issue, we can
also maximize the use of online
tools such as social media. By
reporting accounts that engage in
such illegal activity, everyone can
contribute to the fight against [WT
(illegal wildlife trade),” she added.

“l am appalled because these
bird species are rare and hard to
find even in their native habitats,
and despite this, poachers still
find a way to capture these
elusive bird species in the wild.
It is.very alarming that there
seems to be a growing market
for rare and endemic wildlife
species. It seems that we have
not learned our lesson from
the pandemic—that disturbing
nature can trigger the emergence
of previously unknown diseases,”
Lim stressed.

The ACB, together with the
Asean member-states (AMS),
adopts a three-way approach to

Philippines, and the colorful

its source—gmtected areas (PA).
These involve supporting the
AMS in strengthening their law
enforcement capacities through
training initiatives and provision
of state of the art equipment to
improve PA protection systems;
‘promoting sustainable livelihood
and community-based enterpn'sei
and awareness raising on the value
of conserving the region’s wildlife,
Providing more sustainable
economic opportunities for
the communities. living in the
buffer zones of protected areas
discourages them from engaging in
1llegal and unsustainable activities.

prevent poaching of wildlife from

Some regional programs and
projects supporting the protection
and conservation of wildlife ’
include the Asean Heritage Parks
Programme, the EU-supported

_Biodiversity Conservation and

Management of Protected Areas
in the Asean, and the Small
Grants Programme supported

by the German Development
Bank or KfW. All these regional
efforts are in‘accordance with the
Chiang Mai Statement of ASEAN
Ministers Responsible for CITES
and Wildlife Enforcement on
Illegal Wildlife Trade.
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¥ of Manila in Luzon island were built during this period, bring-
B Ig 1 nfra St ru Ctu re : ing prosperity to both central ali\dd satt;mthe:}ﬁg Luzon provm?m
is transport network included system of na-
p r o.l ec ts t g tional roads, the connections of the prowm‘:l rural roads to..

The first era of sustained infrastructure investment cPl) rojects this network. The activities relating to the road system also con-
in the country since independence can be attributed to the ' nected to the system of seaports and airports. The improvement
first Marcos presidency. * of major ports and the expansion of selected seaports helped to

It appears that the second Marcos presxdency will further expand commercial traffic in important cities, like the ports of
culminate in the strong rebirth of infrastructure investments Bacolod, Iloilo, General Santos, Cagayan de Oro, Davao, Cebu
in the country. and Batangas.

From 1966-1986: Marcos Senior. When Ferdinand Marcos Water investments for agriculture and urban consumption.
became president in 1966, he immediately embarked oninfra- Investments in water resources led to the construction of large
structure investments to su;laport his economic program. He catchment systems for water. Angat Dam, the Upper Pampanga
was the first president ever elected to a second four-yearterm, River Dam, and the Malgat Dam all contributed to the rapid
C ROSS ROADS which made his elected term of ~ development ex  agriculture in Luzon.

| QIRUADOD  office twice longerthanany pre-  Provincial uﬁgat:tm\ systems in Pangasinan, in Tarlag, in

Toward Philippine vxous%e resident of the Republic. the island of Panay and in Cotabato and in Polangui River in

Economic and declared martiallaw in Mindanao were some of th I.Ef,tgatlmfsystcms built and
Sox o [ 1972,hwruleextendedtoatotal ey ed. g -

~o0CIal Frogress - of 20 years. o t been mgdnsmpnvc and marked"

- Asaresult of this long period duri iment sy /stems would have been

of rule as the nation’s leader, he -around the Chi, veri »the,‘ eras and in the Bicol

was able to build a large portfo- River Basin. Unfortunatel those egions have not been able

- lioofinfrastructure investments  to enjoy the benefits of these projects in raising local economic

e that lald out ;he tzmayorta— productivity as a result.

h _ _ - Power tﬁeneratmn The mvestments menergy infrastructure

e : wexe another aspect of the major achievements of this period. In
art, they were designed to meet the growing needs of the nation

or eleeagg;ty For another, the mfrastruct“ure investments were

lso made in response to high volatility of world energy prices.

. "‘ﬁydmeleétnc d;;gver was partly a source of criergy genera-

o 3 R : tion. Some of the ;;gamhke&wU Pampanga and the
of the nams_e Gf these investments is called for. Magat dam in Isabela s _ m%on%ents And
larger exercise thatlam m in relation many hydro power dpm;gcm ﬂnngthe Polangui and Mindanao

ing at the UP School. Ectmo@i‘és : mverivem designe otential sources of energy production.
¢ ' gﬂvmmam undp e ;a number ofp arbon—fe&'

ertoois e

ﬂ‘@%‘

970s caus SIE price of electnaty,:
ictable, Diversification of povmr

mo:dez_ mredﬁﬂederdmce 4
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" Finally, ong
in Asia, alpngthh]a an and Sout?n Korea, tobuxld a nuclear
pow lant to generate electricity.
(Unfortunate! }; this last major investment was not put to
use ‘by the succeec ding government mainly for political rea-
sons. The other countries whose economic progress during the
same period of time owed part of their outstanding economic
success from their timely use of nuclear power.)
Planning, financing, and institutional strengthening. All |
_Mthﬂiese accomplishments could not ha\:i been gaég:mpllshsg -
' out p T pl institutional stren ning, an
:gw ination of :ﬁ;éefﬁminfgowemment
. The govemment centralized some functions, decentral-
ized some other operations, coordinated many activities, -
and monitored 3tep~b ﬁtep the implementation of pmlect&
l%iiﬂ&tl'tey moved intime.
The government 'builtu‘p ) project pipelines of infrastructure
jects o principal implementing agencies were
gt[m% ake their major tasks. The use of foreign
ized in some cases.
5 nent . _t}uSly undertook efforta to raise
budgetary* -apabili h an effort was naturally also a
- consequence of being able to coordinate the financing of -
major infrastructure projects with the help of multilateral
and bllateral gevel lending institutions. While these
: ent | insti 'onshelpedthe{:ounu'ywithtlm
ﬁﬁ term investments, major counter-
‘were raised by the government to

essed and icipated in this process of nation- .
lding. For half of the years in which many of the major
2stir mtSWerebem%mderta'kemeas a part of the gov-

: nt in a responsible capacity. I was Cabinet head of the
- NEDA, an institution in whmh president was chairman. |
' this governance structure, I worked with many capable
dl.CE‘ted colleagues who had the interest of the natien
ost in their actions and recommendahoﬂs '

‘be continued) '

archives of previous Crossroads essays, g0 to: https hwww.

: .t:om/authors/l&?ﬁSﬁ{fzmrda-p-smaL Visit this site for
formation, feedback and commentary: http://econ.upd.edu.
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By Tina G. Santos
@santostinalNQ

The Maritime Industry Author-
ity (Marina) on Tuesday said
it found probable cause to file
charges against the owners of
the fuel tanker that sank on
Feb. 28 and caused a massive
- oil spill that wreaked havoc on
the fishing villages and marine
ecosystem in Oriental Mindoro.
“Marina has completed
“its initial investigation... and
a resolution has been issued
finding probable cause to file a
formal charge to the shipping
company,” Marina Deputy
Administrator Sonia Malalu-
an said during an interagen-
cy meeting on the oil spill at
the Department of- Justnce on
~ Tuesday.
She did not elaborate what

‘charges would be filed but she -

later told reporters that they

were looking into filing an ad-
ministrative case against RDC
Reield Marine Semces, owner
-tigansan into the oil spill.
 Senators earlier said offi-

of MT Prmcess Empress.

Cease-and-desist orders

Marina Administrator Her-
nani Fabia earlier said that the
agency issued two cease-and-

ENVIRONMENT DISASTER Representatives from the envi-
ronment department, Philippine Coast Guard, the Maritime
Industry Authority and owners of the MT Princess Empress
attend a Senate hearing on March 14 to discuss the sinking
of the fuel tanker off Oriental Mindoro and its environmental
impact. —RICHARD A, REYES i

desist orders against the ship-

© OWIer.

“One is for purposes of
cancellation of the franchise or
the Certificate of Public Con-
venience (CPC), while the oth-
er one is [for the company] to
cease and desist operations,”
Fabia said, adding that the or-
ders would remain in effect

pending the result of the inves-

cials of .Manna and the Phil-
ippine Coast Guard should be
held liable for the spill, togeth-
er with the vessel owner.

Sen. Francis Escudero sus-
pected that officials of the two
state agencies might have been
bribed to allow the ill-fated
ship to set sail without the re-
quired CPC issued by Marina.

Sought for comment, Jus-
tice Secretary Jesus Crisp'm
Remulla said that it was “very
possible” that Marina could be
criminally charged.

“No one will escape scrutiny
when it comes to this. Itis a time
for us to repent and account for
what we have done,” he said.

“Actually we are getting
more information from Marina

because they have committed
to submit everything within
the next few days. We held off

. any punitive actions that will

[embroil] us further. We are
asking them to cooperate fully
with us,” he added.

‘Crime, not accident’

The justice chief had also
said the National Bureau of
Investigation was looking into
Marina’s procedures “so that
we will know the charges that
will be filed.” '

“This will not be a time for
people to say ‘walang kaso ito’
(there is no case here). There
will be cases filed. And we are
determined to make sure that
people will not forget. What
happened was a crime and not
anaccident,” Remulla said,

“Itisacrime against the en-
vironment. It is a crime against
the Filipino people. A lot of
people should be held account-
able for it,” he said further.

Remulla also said the ship-
owner, the insurance company

.and other possible fund sources

should be checked so that they
could compensate the country
or at least help it recover from

the environment disaster. na
e T
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® REGISTRY FROM A1

Tanker's

All ships of domestic ownership
plying Philippine waters, regard-
less of size and utilization, must
be properly registered and issued
a CPR.

A CPC, on the other hand, is
issued to a water transport service

provider to operate a vessel for

commercial or public use, forwhich
no franchise, either municipal or
legislative, is required by law.

MT Princess Empress was car-
rying 800,000 liters of industrial
fuel when it capsized off the coast.
of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro on
Feb. 28, 2023. >

Princess Empress thaz $:rV off the coast of

i l

It caused a massive oil spill that

spread to other coastal towns of
Mindoro island and nearby areas.

 Latest satellite images from the’
US National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration showed
that the oil.emanating from
the sunken oil tanker may have

““reached Coron, Palawan.

- During a Senate committee
investigation last month, Marina

‘said MT Princess Empress had no

permit to operate.

This was contradicted by a
document posted by the Pl'ullp-
pine Coast Guard (PCG} on social

‘media.

The document showed that the,

ol tanker had a CPC approved by’
- Marina inits Nov. 16, 2022 decision.

The PCG later said it was in-

- A copy of the vessel’s CPR showed

23,2022.

i} g1k ol

vestigating the authenticity of the
document, which the vessel used

“in its operations till the day it sank.

Marina-National Capital Region
(Metro Manila) Regional Director
Marc-Anthony Pascua has also
questioned the authenticity of the

'PCG document, saying he had not

signed an amended CPC in favor
of MT Princess Empress owner
RDC Reield Marine Services.

 Pascuaalso said RDC Reield Ma-

" rine Services only has a “screened

application” for the amendment
of its CPC because the vessel
owner still needs to complete the
documentary requirements in its

application to amend its CPC.

- Records showed that the sunken

-vesael was'built in Bataan by
~Reyeld Townsne Shlpsyard Corp.,

—

Ta nker’s certificate of registry q»uestlonable

ﬁ&%@mhehng a permit to operate Nan;an, Oriental Mmdom a]so appeared  the issuance of the CPR was dated Sept.
-in the form of a certificate of publi¢ con- - sptmoua
venience (CPC); the certificate of Philip-
pine: registry (CPR) of the oil tanket MT- that the documentary stamp was dated  Maritime Industry Authority (Marina).
“08/47/2020" or Aug. 17, 2020, while:”

~Both CPR and CPC are issued by the

“»Registr vA8

e, |
. &

which is also owned and ébératq'd !

‘by RDC Reield Marine Services.

‘However, questions were raised
on why a ship built in Bataan with
the owner based in Mandaluyong
City was registered in Marina-
Legazpi City, but the CPC was
processed in Marina-NCR.

The confusion over the CPC
has prompted the Department of
Transportation, Marina’s mother
agency, to investigate the matter,

As a result of the incident,
Marina issued a suspension or-
der against RDC Reield Marine
Services.

Authorities are yet to contain the
oil spill that has affected theliveli-
hﬂ@dofﬁommunmes on Mindoro
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Marina: There's probable

cause vs 01l—sp

By JoEL R. SAN JUAN
w@jrsanjuanl573

HE Maritime Industry

Authority (MARINA) said

on Tuesday thatithas
found probable cause to file charges
against the owners of the sunken
MT Princess Empress which caused a
massive oil spill in Oriental Mindoro.

This was disclosed by M;ARINA y

Deputy Administrator Sonia Ma-
laluan at an interagency commit-
tee meeting on the oil spill held at
the Department of Justice (DOJ).

Malaluan, however, did not
elaborate on the charges that the
agency is planning to file against
the oil tanker. :

“In fact, MARINA has com-
pleted its initial investigation on
the shipping properties, on the
show-cause order, issued before

and a resolution has been issued °
finding probable cause to file a’

formal charge to the shipping
company,” Malaluan said.
MARINA earlier issued cease

and desist orders (CDOs) against
the RDC Reield Marine Services,
the company that owns the vessel.

The CDO was issued for the
cancellation of RDC Reield Ma-
rine Services’ certificate of public
convenience (CPC) and another

one enjoining the operations of

its remaining vessels.

He said the CDOs will remain
in force pending the result of
its investigation on the February
28 sinking of the vessel.

Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin

- Remulla, in an interview with re-

porters, described the incident as
“acrimeagainstthe environment”
and “a erime against the Filipino

ship owner

' people.” Remulla added that a lot of people
should be held accountable.
Even officials of MARINA, according to
Remulla, are likely to be criminally charged.
“That is very possible. No one will escape
scrutmy when it comes to this,” Remulla

-added. * - ;

. Remulla noted that the National Bureau
of Investigation (NBI) is still investigating
MARINA’s processes to determine the pos-
sible charges that will be filed.

“We are determined to make sure that
people would not forget that what happened
was a crime and not an accident,” the DOJ
chief stressed.
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‘Claims for Princess Empress oil sp|II to exceed limit’ -

THE International Oil Pollution Cumpensar
tion (I0PC) Funds and Shipowners Protec-
tion and Indemmty (P&!} Club opened
the joint Claims Submission Office for the
cleanup of the ol spill caused by the sink-
ing of Princess Empress.
The I0PC Funds said cleanupand
TeSmoNSe operationsarEODOOINg: 1 ;- o
Given the latest information, itsaid”
dlaims relating to this incident may exceed
the limit of liability ofthe insurer under
the 1992 Civil Liability Convention (CLO).
~ "The 1992 Fund mymerefm’ebecaﬂed
wnumpaymmpensaﬂm‘itsald. 5w
"The Claims Suhmisslan Office will
facilitate the submnsswn of claims _
for compensation resuhmg from the
incident on Feb. 28, 2023, in Oriental
Mindom MT Princess Empress was

carrying 800,000 liters of oil when it
sank off Naujan in Mindoro Unental ;
~ The oil spill affected the livelihood of
more than 99,000 individuals or 19,900

families.
The I0PC Funds has been workmg

closely with the P&l Club and the govern-

‘ment. The Philippines is a party to both
the 1992 Civit Liability Convention and the

1992 Fund Convention.

Members of the I0PC Ft;nds Clalms -

team traveled to Singapore to Meet v with
the Shipowners'Club in March

They discussed the incident with the
P& Club and local P& correspondents
from the Philippines and remotely met
with the Philippine Coast Guard.

The joint GamsSuhrmssaqn Office is
located in (Jalapan, Onenta[ Mmdnm and

W

other smaller claims submission offices
wﬂlopenmatfecledmgimsmthenm
few weeks to allow claimants to submit
their claims more eas:ly :
‘The I0PC Funds will contmue to
liise with key stakeholdets. to monitor

M Philippine
Coast Guard
personnel collect
debris following
the sinking of MT
Princess Empress
in Oriental
Mindoro, FILE
PHOTO.

developments closely and will respond
ek

[twill provide 2 detailed report to the
upconung session of the 1992 Fund Execu-
tive Committee in May" [0PC said.

GENIVIVERDEJO
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Ol splll
reaches
Tablas Strait,
Tayabas Bay

The oil spill from the sunken M/T
Princess Empress continues to spread
and has reached Tablas Strait and
Tayabas Bay.

The Philippine Space Agency (Phil-
SA) said -satellite images taken on
March 31 and April 2 showed that the
oil slick has reached the northern part of

Tablas Strait, which separates Mindoro.

island from Panay and Romblon.

PhilSA said the oil spill also reached
the northern part of Tayabas Bay, which
stretches from San Juan, Batangas to

several areas in Quezon province.

“The combined stretch is 36.5 kilo-
meters and covers a total area of ap-
proximately 18.9 square kilometers,”
PhilSA said.

A :
PhilSA had earher said a satellite

image provided by the US National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA)on April 2 shows that the
oil spill threatens Coron in Palawan.
A said the NOAA map shows

that possible oil from Princess Empress
continues to extend.”

“The slicks located south and south—
west of the tanker measure apj

mately 10.5 nautical miles in ler and
1.8 nautical miles in width,” PhilSA said.

The satellite maps are still subject to
field validation, it said.

Meanwhile, a dynamic positioni ‘:E
vessel (DPV), Pacific Valkyrie, whi
is equipped with a remotely operated

underwater vehicle, Hydros, arrived in-

Calapan on Sunday to help mitigate
oil release from the sunken tanker, the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) said.

The PCG said
vehicle designed to meet rapid deploy-
able salva &e requirements to a maxi-
mum depth of 5,000 feet.

“Immediately after boardin: ifor— j

malities, the DPV proceeded to

spill site in the vicinity of the waters
off Naujan to start its operations,” the
PCG said.

Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin
Remulla assured the public that cases
would be filed against the owner of
Princess Empress.

Remulla yesterday led the Oil Spill
Inter Agency Committee meeting
at the Department of Justice office
during which a representative from
the Maritime Industry Authority said
it has found probable cause to file an
administrative caseagamst RDC Reield
Manne Services.

~ Rainier Allan Ronda, Robertzon
Ramirez, Marc Jayson Cayabyab

Hydros is a2,000-pound
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OIL SPILL UPDATE — Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla (left) confers with officials of the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) in 2 me eting
at the Department of Justice (D0J) office in Manila on Tuesday, April 4, 2023, to assess the progress of salvage efforts related to the
oil spill caused by the M/T Princess Empress in Oriental Mindoro. (Wendy Macabunga) :
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PEF installs retroﬁtted powerllne system
to protect eagle famlly in North Cotabato

the installation work for a retrofit-
ted powerline system designed to#

E Philippine Eagle Foundatlan
(PEF) announced on Tuesday

ﬁmid accidental electrocution of
large birds, particularly the Philip-
pine eagle.

The installation for the first 1.5.
kilometer (km) ofa4.5kmpowerline
system waslaunched duringasimple
ceremony on March 24 at Sitio Bag-
tok in Barangay Tumanding.

Theinstallationwillbe completed
before Juneintimeforthetown-wide
celebration of the Philippine Eagle
Day and pay homage to the Arakan,

North Cotabato’s “Bird Jewel.”

“The survival of each individual
to sexual maturity is very critical for
anIUCN [InternationalUnion for the
Conservation of Nature] ‘criticallyen-
dangered’ species like the Philippine
Eagle,” Dennis Salvador, executive
director at PEF said in a statement.

“We hope that through this pio-
neering project and by way of Cotel-
co’s[Cotabato Electric Co-operative]
example, we can encourage all elec-

tric companies operating in Philip-

pine eagle forest habitatsacrossthe

country to do the same and avoid

the wasteful death of our national
symbol " he added.

' Torecall, tragedy struck in 2018
withtheelectrocttionofaPhilippine
eagle, one that inhabits Mt. Sinaka
in Arakan town. )

The corps of the Phahppme eagle .

wasdiscovered about ameter distant

from a concrete electric post owned

and operated by Cotelco. »

~ Apparently, the bird camein con-
tact with the two wires simultane-
ously, and the full voltage passing
through its body caused its death.

This is already the second eagle :

death case involving accidental
electrocution from bare wires in
the country. The first was a cap-
tive-bred bird named “Kabayan,”
a Philippine eagle released at Mt.
Apo in 2004 JonathanL. Mayuga
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ALENTEN APPEAL FOR SPIRITUAL COMMITMENT: FAST FOR MOTHER EARTH

AS Christian nations observe
the Holy Week, my husband,
the late senator and former en-
vironment secretary, Heherson
T. Alvarez always called for
environmental penitence—a
FAST FOR MOTHER EARTH. It
is a call for personal sacrifices
by cutting individual carbon
footprints to minimize the im-
pacts of climate change, caused
by deforestation and the ex-
cessive pollution of our water
bodies that now manifest in

our Philippine river bodies.

Our oceans are polluted by oil
spills and plastic gyre.

Climate change, which up-
sets the balance and sustain-
ability of the global climate, is
primarily caused by the warm-
ing of the earth due to exces-

sphere could be our spiritual
share to diminish death, devas-
tation, disease, and deepening
poverty, and generating health
pandemics. Rising greenhouse
gas emissions will exacerbate
water-related risks over archi-
pelagic Philippines.”

Our country is ranked third
among 67 countries in. the
world as most vulnerable to
climate change in a recent sur-

. vey done by global corporate

giant Hongkong and Shanghai
Banking Corp. - - .

Fast for Mother Earth is

an annual program for Holy
Week observance during Earth
Day Month, initiated by the
Earthsavers Movement more
than three decades ago. Sad-
ly, a penitence that highlights

sive carbon dioxide emissions
with the abundant burning of
fossil fuels, such as coal and
oil, and derivatives—diesel and
gasoline. In 1995, I joined my
husband who was then Senate
chair of the committee on en-
vironment when he presented
the Manila Declaration in Bonn,
Germany, the first Conference
of the Parties for the protection
of small island states.

He stressed: “We must min-
imize the use of our vehicles to
cut back on fuel, cut back on
food consumption, conserve
water, take care of our for-
ests and all other dwindling
resources as our selfless peni-
tence for the meaningful cele-
bration not only of Lent but of
three other significant environ-

the need to protect person-
ally the environment seems
not to have grown in spiritual
dimension as the ruinous im-
pact of climate change is upon
us. No continent is spared. I
am compelled to keep alive
his legacy and pursue his ad-
vocacies, such as relentlessly
and tirelessly making this ap-
peal every year to remind the
public of the grave moral re-
sponsibility to protect Mother

Earth and help mitigate car-.

bon emissions to stop the de-
struction of our only common
home, Planet Earth, our womb
of life.

Just think if all the mon-
ey corrupted were invested
to defuse the ecological time
bomb of global warming, it

mental events preceding Earth
month—International Day of
Forests (March 21), World Wa-
ter Day (March 22), Earth Hour
(March 25).”

I must reecho his call “to
fast not only with food and
drinks but with consumables
like perfume and cosmetics,
clothes, shoes to cut our fossil
energy that process and pro-
duce them. A gradual with-
drawal from our wasteful con-
sumption habits, even in our
food consumption, will pro-
vide some relief to our belea-
guered environment. It builds
the message that each individ-
ual is made aware of the ex-
treme consequences of climate
change—that a diminished
carbon in the global atmo-

would have been possible to
prevent climate catastrophes
' through relevant dynamic

~application of science, tech-

nology, and effective cultural
communications. We urgently
need the discipline and polit-
ical will to implement the ex-
isting laws to combat climate
change that will guarantee a
safe, clean, and healthy world.
Hope springs eternal. All of us,
regardless of color, creed, and
social status, must act in con-
cert as global citizens to affirm
life. It is heroic to save our ail-
ing Mother Earth.

CECILIA GUIDOTE-ALVAREZ
director,

Earthsavers Dreams Ensemble/
Unesco Artist for Peace

| Fr—
EDITORIAL
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ALenten appeal for spmtual commitment:

Fast for Mother Earth

By CeciLIA GUIDOTE-ALVAREZ

late senator and former environment secretary, Heherson T.

G S Christian nations observe the Holy Week, my husband, the

W | Alvarez always called for environmental penitence—a FAST
FOR MOTHER EARTH. Itis a call for perSo11al sacrifices by cut-
ting individual carbon footprints to minimize the impacts of climate
change caused by deforestation and the excessive pollution of our
water bodies that now manifest in our Philippine Riverbodies. Our
oceans are polluted by oil spills and plastic gyre.

Climate Change, which upsets
thebalance and sustainability of the
global climate, is primarily caused

' by the warming of the earth due to
excessive carbon dioxide emissions
with the abundant burning of fossil
fuels, such ascoal and oiland deriva-
tives—dieseland gasoline.In1995,1
joined myhusbandasSenatechairof
the Environment Committee when
hepresented the Manila Declaration
in Bonn, Germany, the first Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP) for the pro-
tection of small island states.

Senator Alvarez stressed, “We
must minimize the use of our ve-
hicles to cut back on fuel, cut back
on food consumption, conserve wa-
ter, take care of our forests and all
other dwindling resources as our
selfless penitence for the meaning-
fulcelebrationnotonlyof Lentbut of
three othersignificantenvironmen-
talevents preceding Earth Month—
International Day of Forests (March
21), World Water Day (March 22),

Earth Hour (March 25).” :
~ Earthsavers DREAMS Ensem-

" ble-UNESCO Artist for Peace with

the Philippine Center of the Inter-
national Theatre Institute (ITI), in
fact, held a comprehensive Techno
Arts SDGs ResiliArt Exhibition at
the National Library with messages
fromhiscolleagues from the Senate.

Imustre-echohis call “to fast not
only with food and drinks'but with
consumables like perfume and cos-
metics, clothes, shoes to cut our fos-
sil energy that process and produce
them.Agradualwithdrawalfromour
wasteful consumption habits, even
on our food consumption, will pro-
vide some relief to our beleaguered
environment. It builds the message
thateachindividualismadeaware of
theextreme consequencesof climate
change—that a diminished carbon
intheglobalatmosphere could beour
individual spiritual share to dimin-
ish death, devastation, disease and
deepening poverty and generating




STRATEGIC
& COMMUNICATION
AND

--—"""""' INITIATIVES

W SERVICE

w__ e iJ

nlen o0l

Busm&ssl\llrror

= A broadey bokat loday’ buivess

-

PAGE1
STORY

BANNER
STORY

EDITORIAL CARTOON

LY

DATE

Fast for Mother Earth, isan an-
nual program for Holy Week
observance during Earth Day
Month, initiated by the Earthsav-
ers Movement more than three
decades ago.

health pandemics. Rising green-
house gas emissions will exacerbate

" water-related risksover archipelagic

Philippines.”

OQur country is ranked third

among 67 countries in the world as

mostvulnerabletoclimatechangein

amcentsurveydonebyglohal corpo-

rate giant Hong Kong and Shanghai .

Banking Corp.(HSBC). In the HSBC

survey, India emerged as the most

vulnerable, followed by Pakistan,
and Bangladesh (4th).

. Fast for Mother Earth, is an an-
nual program for Holy Week obser-

vance during Earth Day Month, ini-

tiated by the Earthsavers Movement
morethanthreedecadesago. Sadly,a

penitence thathighlightstheneedto

protect personally the environment

‘seemsnot to have grown in spiritual

dimension as the ruinous impact of
climatg change is upon us. No con-
tinent is spared.

Tam compelled to keep aJwe His

legacyandpursuehisadvocaciessuch '

asrelentlessly and tirelessly making
this appeal everyyear toremind the

public of the grave moral responsi-
bility to protect Mother Earth and

help mitigate carbon emissions to
stop the destruction of our one and
only common home, Planet Earth,
our womb of life.

Earthsavers reiterate his convic-
tion: “Our simple individual sacri-
fices will drive home the point that
the scourge of climate change will
need our scientific as much as.our
spiritual commitment. Then the ag-
ony and the death of our forests and
oceanscanbe collectlve]yresuxrected

‘to continue life for our children up
to the 7th generatium

Theleader of the Catholic church,

- Pope Frangis, called the destruction
ofnaturea “sinof moderntimes”and

thatacting on climate change is ‘es-

sentialtofaith.” Serendipitously, our
Muslimbrethrenpracticeabstinence
- in the period of Ramadan.

In 2013, the strongest typhoon
onEBarth’shistory, Typhoon Yolanda,
devastated the country, resulting
to more than 8,000 deaths. Super
typhoons have grown in intensity
rapidlyleavingrefugeesintentcities.

Our country finally signed the
landmark Paris Agreement on Cli-
mate Change that committed the
Philippines to reduce its carbon
emissions by 70 percent of our usual
consumption by 2030. Quo vadis?

Government now realizes the pri-/
. mary existential crisis the world

faces. The Intergovernmental Panel

on Climate Change (IPCC) repoﬁ
SEE Lgm*m Az

Lenten...

CONTINUED FROM Azo

calls for Emergency Climate Action
NOW. Letus pledge notinwords, but
in action towards a green transition
pushing faster for alternative clean’
energy. Thereisno otheralternative
pathway. We cannot breach 1.5° Cel-
sius.Wesuffer Armageddon. Climate
Justice, loss and damage, decarbon-
ization, biodiversity with heritage
protection have been our battle cry.
Just think if all the money cor-
rupted were invested to defuse
the ecological time bomb of global
warming, it would have been pos-
sible to prevent climate catastro-
phes through relevant dynamic ap-
plication of science, technology and

effective cultural communications.

We urgently need the disclplme and
political will to implement the exist-
ing laws to combat climate change
that will guarantee a safe, clean and
healthyworld. Hope springs eternal.
Allofus, regardlessof color, creedand
social status must act in concert as
global citizens to affirm life. Itishe-
roic to save our ailing Mother Earth.

Cecilia Guidote-Alvarez is the Director of Earth-
savers DREAMS Ensemble/ UNESCO Artist for Peace,
and Founder of the Philippine Educational Theater
Association (PETA). In 1972, she was awarded the
Ramon Magsaysay Outstanding Laureate. She is the
President of International Theatre Institute-Social
Change Network. In 2022, she wasaLaMaMa The-
ater Global Artist Awardee. S?resataaﬂY(USA
Multi-awarded Producing-Director of DZRH Radyo
Balintataw. b
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Deleg“ation_backsIPCC- Synthesis
Report for urgent climate action

HE Philippine delegation to the -

58th Session of the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC)haslauded theapproval
ofthe Synthesis Report (SYR) thatwill

serveasaresource forpolicymakersin
reducing g;eenhouse gas (GHG) em_ifa'.-'

sions, and adapt to human-caused cli-
mate change. .

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) Under-
secretary Analiza Rebuelta-Teh, led
the Philippine delegation, together
with Manila Observatory Head of the
Regional Climate Systems Laboratory
Dr. Faye Abigail T. Cruz, and Climate

Change Commission Commissioner

Rachel Anne S. Herrera. ;
In a statement, the DENR noted

that the report, approved by govern--

-ment representatives during-a week-

long session from March 13 to 19 in

Interlaken, Switzerland, is an inte-

grated and up-to-date analysis on
climate change that includes an over-
view of the state of knowledge on the
science of climate changebased on the
three Working Groups of the IPCC,and
three Special Reports on the impacts
of 1.5-degree Celsius global warm-
ing, and on climate change impacts

~ tooceans, cryosphere, and land.

/- “TheSYRservesasthefundamental
basis for evidence-informed decisions
and actions; and provides a clear and
substantive analysis on climate sci-
ence that would accelerate the pace of
co-creating policies and designing and
implementing programs for science-

__based actions,” Teh said. JonathanL. Mayuga
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PH, GHINA OPEN TALKS ON JOINT OIL EXPLORATION IN MAY

’ Qil, gas exploratlon
talks set in Beijing

Representatives from the Philippines and China
“will meet for preparatory talks in Beijing sometime
in May” regarding joint oil and gas exploration in the
West Philippine Sea, the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs (DFA) said. “The meeting will discuss parame-
ters and terms of reference,” the DFA said in a state-
ment, echoing Foreign Secretary Enrique Manalo’s
comment in an earlier television interview.

mwmmmmﬂm

By Jacob Lazaro
and Marlon Ramos
@Team_Inquirer

The Philippines and China will
meet in Beijing next month to
set the stage for cooperation
between the two sides in ex-
ploring the West Philippine Sea
(WPS) for gas and oil deposits,
the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs (DFA) said on Tuesday.

Representatives from the
two countries “will meet for
preparatory talks in Beijing
sometime in May,” in connec-
tion with the Jan. 5 agreement
to resume discussions on oil
and gas development that were
scuttled at the end of the previ-
ous administration.

“The meeting will discuss
parameters and terms of refer-
ence,” the DFA said in a state-
ment, echoing Foreign Secretary
Enrique Manalo’s comment in
an earlier television interview.

Manalo also “assured Sen.
Francis Tolentino that updates
would be provided on this mat-
ter,” added the DFA statement,
reacting to the senator’s mis-
givings about the revival of the

exploratmn deal amid persist-
ing maritime tensions between
Manila and Beijing. :

On Sunday, Tolentino
warned that China’s interest
in reviving the deal could be a
“trap” to legitimize its presence
in the country's waters.

The Chinese Embassy in
Manila separately confirmed
that the planned talks were
raised during the 7th Bilateral
Consultations Mechanism on
the South China Sea last month.

The discussions are meant
to build on the agreement be-
tween President Marcos and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
during the former’s state visit
to China in January.

In June 2022, then President
Rodrigo Duterte terminated the
talks on the 2018 memorandum
of understanding with China
for joint exploration over sov-
ereignty issues,

Manalo earlier said the dis-
cussions would be “guided by
the requirements of the Con-
stitution,” after the Supreme
Courtrejected in January a 2005
tripartite agreement between
the Philippines, China and Viet-
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ippine Sea are among the features that the Philippine Coast Guard '
(PCG) is watching from poachers and unauthorized vessels. Photo

taken during a PCG aerial surveillance on Feb. 21. —nifio JEsus ORBETA

nam for a similar exploraum
deal forbﬂingtmcon
The high court described
the deal as “illegal” as the 1987
Constitution requires compa-
nies in such joint ventures to
be majority Philippine-owned,
with the state retaining control
over exploration activities.
Maritime expert and retired
Rear Adm. Rommel Jude Ong
said the talks were not likely
to cool down tensions in the
South China Sea.

“The exploratory talks have

- no bearing on other probls J
created by China within ?&?'

EEZ (exclusive economic zone)/

WPS. Their quasi-blockade of

Ayungin and Panatag Shoals
will remain as major drivers of
tension,” Ong told the Inquirer,
referring to recent incidents in-

volving Chinese aggression in

waters within the Philippines’
370-kilometer EEZ.

According to Ong, one “non-
negotiable” term in any agree-

ment for joint exploration of
resources should be China’s rec-
ognition “that the exploration
area is within our EEZ and we
exercise sovereign rights over it.”
- Also on Tuesday, Tolentino
said a new law that allows for-
eign entities to fully own busi-
nesses in the country could not
be used as legal cover in pursu-

w ﬂl@ arqu exploration venture

‘the Philippines and

: e 8 " Py .-Chin_amtlmWestPhlhpplneSea.
PH TERRITORY The Sabina and Ayungin Shoals in the West Phil-

' Tolentino, a lawyer who has
a master’s degree in public in-
ternational law, said Republic
Act No. 11659, which amended
the Public Service Act, only “de-

fined and distinguished public
ut::hty from public service.”
He said the law, whuckvm"-

intended to entice foreign in-
-vestors in the country w:thout
:e!visiag the Constitution, did
not repeal the constitutional
provision barring foreigners
from using the country’s natu-

_Iral resources without partner-

ing with Filipinos.

“[The law] does not have any
effect on the planned explora-
tion, development and utiliza-
tion in the WPS. We should be

F( ] a0
/ UPPER 'sj:g:‘rl
]'mb/’]/ I%(L‘ B

BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY

w Y5 ~
Vo

DATE

guided by... Article XII Section
2 of the 1987 Constitution,” To-
lentino told the Inquirer,

The provision states that
the country’s natural resourc-
es belonged to the government
and that the “exploration, de-
velopment and utilization of
natural resources shall be un-
der the full control and suptr-
wstélen@thas:me i ' ! f

Cha-cha reqmred
e “’!ﬁﬂess and until the Phil-
ippine Constitution is amended

j qtumvised, exploration of our
‘resources must abide by what
is set forth by the Constitu-
“tion,” the senator said.

. Besides, Tolentino said the
law ww’ n@meant to “reclas-

sify Philippine territory and for
that matter, the proper inter-
pretation of the Unclos,” or the
United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea.

Tolentino said the coun-
try’s 2016 arbitral court victory,
which China has refused to hon-
or, already recognized that the
West Philippine Sea, including
Reed Bank, “exclusively belongs
to Filipinos and no one else.” ma
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in Pasay City.on Monday, April 3, 2023. PHOTO BY J. ﬁmamn smma
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“Rightsizing not aimed

at terminating employees’

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. on Tuesday assured the
public that his administra-
tion’s rightsizing mission is
meant to “upskill and reskill”

' government workers and “not

aimed at terminating employ-
ees.”

Marcos made the assurance
after a sectoral meetingon
the National Government
Rightsizing Program (NGRP)
on Tuesday, where he or-
dered the further assessment
of the present setup in the
executive branch to deter-
mine redundant positions
and functions. :

“The President made an
assurance during the meeting
on Tuesday that government
rightsizing is not aimed at
terminating employees but to

“serve as a tool to upskill and

reskill the current govern-
ment workforce to improve
state services and programs,”
Presidential Communications
Secretary Cheloy Garafil said
in a statement.

During the meeting, the
Presidential Legislative
Liaison Office (PLLO) and the
Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) also
updated the status and salient
features of the proposed Na-
tional Government Rightsizing
bill.

Present during the sectoral .
meeting were Executive Sec-
retary Lucas Bersamin, Special
Assistant to the President An-
tonio Lagdameo, Garafil, and
DBM Undersecretary Wilford
Will Wong and Director John
Aries Macaspac.

In his first State of the Na-
tion Address in July last year,
Marcos cited the NGRP as
among his administration’s
priority measures.

He described it as “a reform
mechanism that seeks to
enhance the government’s in-
stitutional capacity to perform
its mandate and to provide -
better services while ensuring

op:timal and efficient use of
resources.”

“Compared to previous
government reorganization

- efforts, the NGRP will entail

a comprehensive strategic
review of the functions, opera-
tions, organization, systems,
and processes of the different
agencies, and massive and

‘transformational initiatives

in agencies concerned, such
as mergers, consolidation,
splitting, transfer and even
the abolition of some offices,”
Marcos said.

“The rightsizing efforts will
also involve the conduct of
a comprehensive strategic
review of functions, programs,

‘and projects that will cut

across various agencies,” he
added. '

The House of Representa-
tives in March passed on third
and last reading House Bill
7240 or the proposed “Na-
tional Government Rightsizing
Act”

The proposed rightsizing
will determine which among
the 187 government agencies
and government-owned and
-controlled corporations, with
some 2 million personnel, may
be streamlined through merg-
ing, restructuring or abolition,
Secretary Amenah Panganda-
man previously said.

Rightsizing is defined under
the bill as “the process of
analyzing and designing the
appropriate roles, mandates,
structures, functions, sizes,
systems, as well as processes
of government agencies to en-
sure effective, responsive, and
efficient service delivery.”

To oversee the implemen-
tation of the program, the
Committee on Rightsizing
the Executive Branch shall be
established.

Meanwhile, the three bills
on the NGRP that were filed in

_the Senate remain pending at.
the committee level.

CATHERINE S. VALENTE
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isolated rain _"sgiowpressu:re_
area fLPA) Wg%mqmtoted off Mindanao.
; The Phl ppine Atmosher;c,

PAGASA said the LPA may either

| dissipate orweaken, butits effectsmay be

; fé}tover arts of Mindanao by weekend.
The 1sa ras and Mindanao will

udy §kn’:s wlfh rains and

“Sunny 'W1th parﬂy ciautfyslém and
&omea Iight rains in the afternoon may

experienced in Luzo oo s
: anila and the xest of the
scount;ry ma ‘see 'zsolabed rains due to
locahzed ﬂumdferstonm, but there is no

igrificant o

PAGASA said fair weather wnt:h sunny
to partly cloudy skies with isolated
- thunderstorms are expected until Friday,
- mostly over the Visayas and Mindanao.
- The state weather bureau urged the
blic to limit physical outdoor activities






